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1/1 The Intelligence Officer JAFFA held a census of the population of JAFFA on the evening of thre
3lst December, 1917, and obtalned the approximate total of 16, 103 inhabitante,.
compared with the Turkish eensvs for the year 1915 -1916, of 29,138,

The various committees in Jerusalem offered their New Year congratulations to ths Military
Governor of Jerusalem. The latter impressed upon those desiring instant reform
: of long standing abuses, that for the present they were under a pmrely military
government, thlt- Jews Arabs and hm::im would he morelikely to attain their
g~ several ends by studying how to unite than by rreferring exagrerated demande
unlikely to be conceded.

A number of original Jaffa Residents, now in Jerusalem are desircus of returning
to their native town.

The Military Governor, Jerusalem has suggested initiating an smployment bureau.

r L

2/1 A report was recelved that the Bedouin Tribes between JERUSALEM and FHEBRON were in possession of

arme left behind by the Turh, and that there was s certain number of deserters
(appmimtali 5,000) q.t. la It ie belleved that large quantities of arms
( imately 5,000) are h ddun in the FEBRON Dietrict, and the Military Covernor

hn.a mﬂnkud. tn conduct a search.

Sheikhs of the Tribes in the BIR SABA area are considered friendly and have re-

hd ported to the Assistant Military Administrator.

| Inferfimtion was obtained from a refugee of RESHADIE (8 hours distant from KERAK)

) that the following tribes were friendly towards the SHERIF.

.?g__ (1) THEWFILAF Arabs - who are anxious to come to the East gide of
. e the DEAD SEA to effect purchases.
D (2) SIREFEE Arsbe - |

ML Arabs -
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2/1 {ﬁ SHOUBAK Arabs -
MAAN Arabs -

The GHAWARIN ARABS, north of the DEAD SEA are, however, reported as neutral. -.;

An esplomnage system is beein instituted via the country South of the DEAD |
m. 'by the Iﬂtﬁlligﬁﬂ“ ﬂffiﬂﬂrp BIR SABA.

maremm= \ LT > population is oompouud'a.u follows t-

06% lMoslems of which 60% estimated pro-Ally,
and 35% without political sentimente.

Jews. \
: Christians. 2 5
z As & whole the population is settling down. Difficultics were experienced |
d in establishing a Government but they have now been overcome, the Govermment
: having been elected by vote, and representing the rellglous communities. The t
: Govermment ie run on Turkish lines, but the Military Governor is the Court - E
B of Appeal, and his decision is final.
:‘, (2) ARMERIE - consisting of 80 men are stationed, the former in !
¥ ' | the latter in the villages, and are under the nommnd of a good K
Lk | ' a.rn'h Officer. ';-'
h government and other schools are open and well attended. ¢
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CRIME -« only about 10 cases of petty theft.

n (6) HEALTH -~ Good.
(7) T8s = No AUSTRIANS, GERMANE, or TURKS. Two cases of suepscted aspion-
i nage are under investigatéon.
] (8) M%If!&i = village ploguets eestablished to prevent, and villagers held
| responsible 1f ecases should occur. |
: (e) CULTIVATION. -~ not equel to paet years, but satiefactory on the whole.
(10) SUPPLIEE. ~ plentiful, and JERUSALEM even has been suprlied.
(11) %%FH—S - Approximate mmber of deserters estimated at about 5,000 for
| end DISTRICT. A great number emploved on road work.
(12) - sgtimated that there are about §,000 in BEBRON itself, but not con-
gldered advisable to collect whilet elsctions for Government wers one
(13) ESPIONNAGE « is being started, and two men considered suitable have bean found.
(14) RELISF - Not needed to any large extent.
- - The Italian Minister enguired wheth:r M.,PICOT, the French Commissioner, "presided over" the
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midnight Mass at the Church of the Nativity at Bethlehem on Xmae Eve, and
whether M.FICOT on that occasion assumed precedence customarily acecorded to
the French Consul, suggesting that if thies was the cage ¥.PICOT was unwarrant-
ably dlescharging a Pelitical function in PALESTINE.
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2/1 M.,PICOT had an interview with the Military Governor of JERUSALEM in the course of which he sup- E
plied the informatiocn that fesling waes rumning high in PARIS on the subject 1
of French participation in the Administration of occupled enemvy territory in |
PALESTINE, but that he was doing his best to allay this anxietv. Fe also
requested
(1) thet M.GERASINO, the Director of the Credit Lyonnais, |
might be allowed te¢ return to JERUSALEM, |
({2 that the REGIE OTTOMANE should he re-instated. |
3) that the French Cuard in JERUSALEM should be re-inforced to |
the strength of 150 men.

- - lu-ul..:-..-

3/1 Permission has been granted for a school to be opened in JAFFA for the childrewn of GEIIAN
fanllies there, provided that cnly children from the CEREAN CCLONY
attend. So far, 13C names have been given in, and the cormunity will N
find their own teachers, etc. It le preposed to ineclude Englieh L

emong the subjects taught.

4/1 The Navy have again been requested.to allow galling vessels to ply at thelr ovm risk between
Egypt and Jaffa for purposes of trade.

The necesslty for sending more troops into FEBRON, while arme are bding &
collected, cams undsr congideration.

A telegram was recaived by the Chief Politiecal Officer from the Foreign (ffice to the effoct )
| that the French Government, in view of the uncertainty of the pogition in
PALESTINE, fully appreciates the congruent that an exclusively military
administration should be maintained under the supreme cocntrol of the E
Commander-in~Chief, but suggestes that, without modifying the prineiple,
| it might be possible to mf¥smk evolve a scheme giving effect to the
' agreement of December 1916.

L.
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4/1 A reply was sent to the Foreign Office that the report which the Italian Miniester had recelved o
concerning K.PIOCT's attendance at the Bethlehem lass was substantially correct, .
although, as far as could be sscertained, M,PICOT attended as a private individ- 4

val. C.F, Jan ond.

The Itelians are resenting M.P1C0T's efforts to emphaslze French Protectorate over lLatin Christ-
ianity in the Créent.

News wae received that a JewishyArmenian-Arsab Committee was to sit in LOWDON @inder ths directlion
- of a British official.

5/1 The following is reported from BASLE under date 29-11-17 :-

ONIST KOVEME IN GERE . |
%%E Cermen Jews are trying every means in their powsr to induce the German Gévern-

Thentté approach the Turkish Government with a view to the latter's apgreeing to

the settlement of Jews in Prlestine under Turkieh Rule. The objeet 1s to- lergen

the effect of HMr. Balfour's declaration to Lord Rothschild. Ths Gsrman Govern-

ment is interesting iteelf in the Zionist question, and will try to ¢btain concess-

iong from the Turks in favour of the Jews. The German Jews are revresenied In the :
meantime at ZURICH by Dr. Adolf Friedsmann of BERLIW. Pr. Friedemarm le in close

touch with the German Legation at BASLE, presumably in eonnection with Zlionlet
mettsrs.

L

M.PICOT made application to the Military Governor of Jerusalem to have the Iftalian Guard removed
from the Caea Nova, where the Colonel of the italian Detachment wae residing, an
instance of his anxiety to maintain the shadowy, but Jeaslously guarded preogatives
in regard to the Latin Church. The ¥ilitary Governor suggested that if the an-

cient rightes of the Franciscans are to be recognized, no attempt should be mede to
define them. .

K,PICOT has lodped a complaint of damage done by British troops to the convent of NOTRE DAME DE
FRANCE in JERUSAT.REM.
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6/1 The Comité de 1'Alliance Libanese have through ADIB PASHA communicated their views as to the
future of Syrla to the Chief Political Officer, who in turn communicated them to
M.PICOT. The latter, commenting upcn them, declared that these views only re-
present those of the "Comitéy; that it was not worth while to communieate them to
the Allled Powers, as the only result of such action would he to start a counter-
movement among hot annexationiste in Syria and France. 1,PICOT declared that the
French Government wae not annexationist, and that M. PICHON'e recent declaration !
in the Chamber did not differ materially from that of ADIB PASUA. e also velun. l
teered the statement that the general lines of French pelicy in the matter resembled |
those of British policy in Egypt - government through local native officials, but
with a proportionately much emaller French supervisory staff.

7/1 A suggestion was made by tb? War Office to the Commander-in-Chief that if the militarv situvation :
wag favourable/ such a scheme a French Officer should be appointed ae Deputy Gover- .
nor of BETHLEBEM, and another as a sanitory or polics officer, and that two Italian
officers should be appeinted to fill posts similar to the latter, all these officers
to be under the Commander-in-Chief. This suggestion, it was explained, was mede
with a view to allaying the suspicions of our Allies. |

8/1 The Amsrican Red Cross has forwarded an offer to send out four medical unite for serviece in
thie theatrs of War. |

8/1 A reply has been received from the Naval Authorities stating that, althcugh salling veseels
had beer under suspiclon in the past for conveying information to the enemy, and
in sexmEsguEnsE the future it would be impossible to control their movemente, the
Navy were prepared to allow such traffic, if guarantees could be forwarded as to '_
the reliability of Masters and Crews. 8.7, 4% B

The Commander-in-Chief has sent a reply to the War Officer that the militarv situvetion does
not at present admit of French and Italian Cfficem being employed on the adminie-
tration, but that he is willing to aun&pt.a French 0fficer, and one Italian Off-

k.
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jcer as medical or ssnitory offsers to act under the British Administrator. C.F.7/1.

Having made sesrching enguiries with regard to Turkish sacrilege in Jerusalem and elsewhere, the

Chis?f Pnlitinnl Officer telegraphed to the Foreign Office that informaticn at present
does not disclose any avthentic casee of gacrilege or systematic lcoting and that the
general state of JERUSALEH did nct appear to support any charge of this nature.

101 A report wes received from the Hejaz that King HUSSEIN in & recent interview with a Pritiesh

11/1
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Representative at JEDDAK, on being asked for his visws on the ZIONIST movement, de-
clared that he was ready to welcome Jews t¢ any Araeb countrye The King, although
cautious, seemed contented wiith our success 1In PALESTINE, comparing cur action with
regard to the Holy Places, to the magnanimity of the CALI™N CMAR in the days of yoree.
Fe slso velunteersd the remark that he quite realised that the new courss of evente
might hinder the EBritish Govermment from fulfilling every miner point of our original
agreomente

A number of telsgrams are being despatched to Germany on behalf of Professor Dr. JERAHIAS,
head of the Protestant and Evangelical Community of JERUSALEM, stating that all
Religious Inetitutions are working, and nommanding the Britiah Treatment of the
inhabitanta.

The Intelligence Officer MEJDEL reports that, from information received, the Turka on the Lines

of Cormunicetion wers not so dﬂprusaaﬁ at the fall of GAZA an might have been ex-
pected, and soms of the Officers and men hailsed the event by uayiﬂr "the aocner the
Engliah take the country, the better, so that peace may come.

The population of PALESTINE was, generally speaking, wellfirested by the Turks.

The chief complaint againet the Turkn was the requisitioning cof supplies of
all sorts for which only paper mnoney was givene.

The great majority. of the population appsar genuinely pleased at our cccu-
pation, and a Christian inhabitant of MEJDEL reports thni the attitude of Moslems
towards Christians has now changed and 1s good.
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11/1. The attitude of the
' population towards the troope ie good a4 onl+
* of hostile acte have occurred, these beinc done B O Tt Loy WiSad Suety
by the mative irmhabitants. | probably by nomad Arabs, and not

The Iﬂtﬁllisﬁgﬁﬂ Officer, JAIFA 1s informed by two of the most influential Koharmedans of that
K ﬂt::;z :hat the people are contenfied. It is clear, however, from the "Bazasar £ 11"
S ettor of Reller. Gonfidonce is Dol meinonmetirs ¢lroforeitial treatnont in the
. . 8 being gained as the Piring 1ine rensd 4
improving, and eilver is gradually coming intc fresh Tati, T Lrade ie
nelghbourhood ars very ordsrly ang. nomplginta are ;Ew?imulatim.n Cotacha e

In reply to propesals put forward for the enlargement of the areas ¥ which the Fastern lMedi-
terranean Speciel Intelligence Bureau operates, the Director of Militarv Intelli-
gence, kngland, approved in general, and arrangements have besn mads for the "AM
Branch (Esplonage) of the E.X.8.I.B. to move up the JERUSALE: from CATRO.

12/1 a copy of & Decrse iseted b n foun g h U ™
y the Sultan of TURKEY hes be Tt Shms
KBMEL, the son of ISHAIL PASFA. s ¢ Gondemming $0 desth FUSEEI!

A copy was sent to the Residency for information.

The Chiaf Pplitical Officer has informed K. PICOT that ar
L O3 . rangements are be n f'o 'RE
© JAUSEEN (who hae worked for the I telligence Pranch since 19%2 Ezﬂ;ro::agﬁﬁ

PALESTINE, and theXi,GERASINO be giv \
LIt Was Sxatistle. given permission to proceed as soon as C.F 2/

Advanced Intelligence, East has applied for a colls
paible boat to be sert up to JERUIATIM
i:;ld aig‘;:tu on the Zast shore of the DEAD SEA, ag it was poasiala that amnert:r
er Turke would guard the passes and the East side of the River JORDANW,

making it impossible for agents to
boat has been supplied. v g6t through unlees by a long detour. Thie
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The Minister at ADIS AGABA has reported to the kilitary Governor of JERUSATLL that the eapture

A revly was

of the city hae made a profound and favourable impresasion on the ABVESTIVIANE, but

anxiety waes felt for the welfam of the ABYSSINIAN Community in tlhe town, and the

safoty of their property. The Minister alsc asked that the Head of the ABYSSINIAN 1
Community HAMERHEU MANASANTU, now in his native country, micht be allowsd tc return |
to JERUSALEM. |

gent by the Chief Politlical Officer to the Forelgn O0ffice that when transvort facils

ities existed ALESTINE, there would be ne objection to the American Red Cross
units coming, that they ﬂnuld be welocome 1f self contained, and thar therefore,
their prepsrationm might be proceeded with. c.F. 81,

At a meeting of the REDOUIN Sheilkhs at HELRSHEHA. 1t was stated that thov were willing to dis=-

In reply teo

arm in the country near the British Troops, but that it was not safe fur the trihes

near the DEAD SEA to do so, as an armed sneny could then pass through ther withovt
oprnoaition.

an enguiry from the Army Council as to the possibility of attaching s renresentative
of the British Museum to G.H.Q., PALESTINE for Historieal, and Archacoclogicd resserch,
the Army Council was 1nfurmad'thnt owing, t© the difficulties in travelling and to

the faect thet normal conditions have not yet been re-established in ths more import-
ant auntrna, facilities could not be granted at present to suvch an official.

Tha Intelligence Otfiaar, BEERSHEBA, reports the following 3

S« An agent reports that considerable numbers of riflaa are beirg purchazed
the inhabitants of towns and villages in the vieinity of RA¥IEF, LUDD, JULIUS,
and MEIJDEL by the Bedouins, and re-scld by the latter to tribes Eut. of t.he DEAD
SEA. There certainly are arme among the Bedouins as shots have often heen heard
by patrols.  ©Presumably Bedouine trying rifles. Seversl efforts were made by the
patrels to round up the firing but wer unseaccessful.
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HQ%E%%HTS CF zRI¥ES. A considerable body of TERABIN Bedouins (including FEIG MOFAMED
g - MO8 rtant Sheikh of the TERABIN) have returned from the Sherif and

canmped at the WADI EL MALAH, 15 milee duve East of BEERSHEBA. Trhe Assistant Adminisg-
trator proposes to visit thia place shortly, if so, the Intelligence Cfficer will ac-
company hime

;%;kIc GPIHIOE: |
- ling of the population in thie distriet on our ccocupation is distinct-
ly favourable, 4mong all the townespeople and all Bedcuins who have hitherte bsen

soundsd.

(2) With regard to the attitude of the various elements of the population to-
wards each other, Jews are secemingly non-existent in thie district. The Bedouin
and Fellaheen. are ocutwarddg quike friendly, but as has heen previcusly stated,
there is very littls actual esympathy between these two classes.

(3) The attitude of the population in general towards the trocope ies distinectly
friendly. The Bedouins apparently endeavour to avatd intercourse ae much as possg=
ible with the troops themselves.

The Committee in Egypt for the Prevention of Leakage of information tc the enemy by Sea

decided to increase the perscnnel of the Customs Guards, and called ¢n the Egyptian
government to bear this chargse. A gquery was raised bv the Financial Advisor ¢o
the Egyptian Govermnment as to the utility of thie increase, and he expressed the
opinion that any such charges should be defrayed by the Armve. He has heen informed
that this additicnal personnel has bheen sanctioned by the Commander-in-Chief,

There can be no doubt as to the utility of the measure now, and it is hoped that he
will agree to defray the necessary 6xneneges.

The Intelligence Officer, MEJDEL has repcrted as follows on the GAZA District -

MEJDEL, the present Headquarters is estimated as having a population of 7,000, ie.
2,000 in excees of Turkish estimates, the differsnce being attributed to the
presence of refugees from this district.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

=1l -
PUBLIC OPINION, 007 plessed at our ccoupation,

INCIPAL STRYs TWeaving.

(INIST O AIlréﬂnrﬂs destroyed by the Turks, congsecquently the Administrator

B e or nothing to go on. [Robls of svitable officlals are being made. Ainmale

have been hired out to wopkers on the land, and seed given on condition of an equl-
valent return from the harvest.
Apsistance in kind, and not 1in ocash.

ME, exist in largs QHantitiﬁa, and are being nought up by Bedouines from the BEER;
Ts ﬁiﬂtriﬂt -

The Navy was informed by telsgram that as satlsfactory guerantees as to the bona fides of

masgters and erews could be obtained, it was hpped that trading would be resumed
ac socon as poeseibls.

The Chlef Field Censor was asked to supply the followlng newspapers for propaganda purpcses
to the ¥ilitary CGoverncr of Jerusalem ¢~ Coples of EL HMOKATTAM, LA BOURSE EGYPTIENNE,
JOURNAL DU CAIRE, HAKIKAT, KIBLA, KAUKAE - English, French, Italian anrd Ar:bic coples
of the original British White Book, French Yellow Book, RARMAKER's Certoons, and
pamphlets on ARUENIAN atrocitlies, exposition of the YENI TURAN movement, etc.

With regard to the policy laid down for deeling with applicatlon®to enter Egypt from Occupied
Enemy Territory, it was declided that there wae no objection tc persons who had been
issved with a pass for Egypt travelling on the Milltary Railway, provided no other
means were available. Persons travelling Lastwards from EKAVTARA, howsver, could not
be allowed to utilize this rallwaye.

In rerly to an enguiry from the Residency as to-whether the Turks had looted or committed acts
of sacrilege in JERUSALEY, the following telegram hae been received from JERUSATENg-

s~ R—

cCur., 914

l

- i
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"Sacriliglous depredation of Turks asas At begl

ginni of war Churchee
:wu respected and even sealsd up but later as Tunrg-kiuh Cfficers
-tonk possession of them rohbertes of Church crnaments, robes etc.,
.hegnn*m Church of UNRUN suffered most being transformed into dor-
.;um and monastery into agricultural school by order of Jemal
.Pa.nha. aaa the Mudir of Ramleh and his wife were seen wearing peid
'nhumh vestments and a gold chalice was g0ld to a Jew aaa Towards
.the end many chapels were pillaged and soldiers were seen attempting
.t.o gell church lamps asa I have personally interviewed all the Pat-
'riamhs and find that when Patriarchs were deported were ordereto
-un-y with them for safety their mest precious relices and objlects
.nr velue aaa Patriarche however took with them either nothing or
or else for appearance sake trifling objects of little value sas
®Treasures of JERUSALEM shrines therefore practically intact.""ends.

The Residency has been informed.

The High Commissioner has telegraphed to ths. effect that the adva |
ntares to be insd
generous treatment of ABYSSINIANS in JERUSALEM are 1mpnrtanﬁ and 'ihr::;n ?m
was prepared to request a special fund from Forelgn Office for this puppose

Naval Intelligence reported that Captain SIMON of the new "SERVICE D'
» D" INFORMATION DE LA MA
FRANCAISE DU LEVANT" has returned to FRANCE, and that REAR ADMIRAL ?ﬂ
has resumed charge of the French Naval Intelligence Service as before.

Permission has bee granted to M, HOOFIEN (Manager of the Anglo-Egyptian Bank - JERUSALEM) to
proceed to CAIRO to organize the despatch of grain and supplies for the
g;;}.;g gmomnitiau in PALESTINE, on the assurance that by s0 doing, the
e . ty would no longer require assistance from the Military

s

0.F,11 /4
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30/1 A repert and an explanatory dlagran dealing with the preogrese made in the formation of an Ine it
telligence Ecoonomic Section has been forwarded to the War Cffice. |

A scheme has been approved whereby agents for Eeplonage and Contre Espicnage work will obtain
information over the area from the Mediterranean just north of Jaffa to WUANNTS
from there to MULEBRBIS, thence to YEHUDIEH and RAMLEF, and from RAMLEF to KIPRTEH.
In this way the whole of the Vest Sector of our front line is covered by Espionage
and Contre Esplonage agents. There are also three ringe of pmetixwme=z Contre-
Eeplonage agents round JERUSALEL, and an agent at RAMALILAF, thue covering the U%L )
East Sector of the line from KIBBIEE to JERICHC.

A report from BECRSFEBA ageln states that t0 the East of BEERCFEBA there are considerable camps
of various tribes along the WADI EIL MALAH, and to the Worth of the Wadi. These
men are reported to be armed with a eonsiderable numbher of Turkish and Britiah
rifles. There also appears to be a certain amount of anti-British feeling
among these tribes.

A report from JAFFA, under date of the 14th January, states that the Chief question of interest
in that town ls still the dearness c¢f bread and csreals. Although the pressure
ie somewhat relieved by the retailirg of a small amount of wheat hv the Govermment

at a low price. It hae also been ascertained that there is a considerahble amount
of grain hidden in the outlying villages. |

The arrival of the ¥rench troope caused little comment, they avpear to be a very
well disciplined and orderly unit.

A telegram was sent to the Eigh Commissioner informing him that two monthe' food waes now held
by the ABYSSINIANS 1in JERUSALEM, and that £200 would he acceptable to them if

. supplied in silver from Egypt. cf.11 71
1 17}1ﬂ

In reply to enquiries from the War Ufficew as tc whether permission might bes granted to Fathered
o
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B o procesd to JERUSALDM via EGYPT es guardiens of ths HOLY LAND, ths Var 3
- iRy ﬂlugggizaxrware informed that after a dlscussion of the matter with the Figh Com.
missioner, the Commander-in-~Chief was of opinion that facilities might be grant-
ed them to land in EGYPT, but that, owing to the policy laid down cof restricting
the entry of persons into PALESTINE to originel inhahltants, their onward jour-
ney to JERUSALEM would have to be temporarily delaved.

A ort from BEERSHEBA states that the 0.C. Troops has selized sc far 200,000 rounds of S.K.
. e Ammunition in the village of SFERIA (East of REBRSFERA)

he following ie an extract from a telegram sent by the German Empercr and commmicated 1o |
. » the Commender of the Turkish Army on 30-9-%2 (350-0-18). |

'Ofder of ths Day of the Expeditionary Force."

®article 1. Thie telegram has been sent to ths Unite by the German Emperor.
®"Tn view of the complete defeat of the Roumanians, and the continual
npailure of the English end French on the SOMME Front, and of the
*ruseiarns on the East, the military situvation ie favourable to us,
*so I, with Allied Governnments have proposed psace t© our enemiss,
®*I hope you Eill trust in God and econtinve in your determination to
"Pight the enemy with the seme heroiasm.”

.- Ean L LI L L - (] - a8 L L L L L

®Jerusalem (Ssd) von KRESS, .
B0=bwlBe 0.C. Oof the lst Expediticnary Force.
25 /1 The ARAB BUREAU telegraphed the Director of Military Intelligence, England, with regard to the

action to be taken re "HAURICE." This man has travelled from SWITZERLAND

(where he wae an Intelligence Agent) via AUSTRIA, BULGARTA, CONSTANTINOPLE,
BAMA, ALEPPO, and HOMS, and hae given information concerning the Turkieh en-
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deavour t¢ enlist the synpathics of the BEDOUINS, and sdso as to the movement of
Turkish troops. He is reported to be in German pay.

A report has been received from BEERCFEBA dealing with the country Last of that town towards

(1) Farvest prospecte seem good, and the whole of the land is under

cultivation for wheat and berleye. There are plenty of camels
in thie district yet, and a large number of donkeys are used for
ploughinge :

(2) To the West of BIR EL HAMAM (7 miles East of BEERSMEBA) the tribes
of BENI SELAF and TERABIN predominate: further East ZULLAYM Bedouine are
in the majority and & few TERABIN. It is reported that a quantity
of arms exiet in thie district. Refugees are returning from the
wells t0 GAZA and BEERSEEBA now that all ie quiet.

In the MEJDEL area, 90% of the population are repcrted to welcome the British ocoupation. This
popularity is somewhat increased by the issue of seed, mini and cattle, al-
though there is some apprehension that the military authorities will commandeer
the resulting orops. One hundred tons of seed grain have been issusd to date

to he repaid after the harvest. The area sown is reported to be gqual to
or even to exceed the pre-war normal area. ;
ABYSSTINIAN

It is reported that members of both Orthodox and anglican/Cormunities in JERUSALEM are pract-
ically destitute end have been allowed to purchase wheat under Military arrange-

ments at a low price.

A telegram was received from the War Office that in the mwmm future the Chief Politiocal Officer
will be instructed direct by the Ferecipn 0ffice on matters purely affecting
British policy in PALESTINE; that a new and separate branch of the ARAP PUREAU,
under the Chief Political Officer should be established in PALESTINE, and that
the proposed new line of demarcation between theatres of operatlons under the
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It is reported

It is reported

« 38 -

Cormarder-in~Chisf E.E.F., and the Higl Commissicner war tO be drawvn through
TEBUK, leaving AKABA to the E.L.F.

received from ROME stating that Father CIUINO has been replaced by Father MIWOTTE,

ho t®rether with Father CFABERT MOULIN ie accompanying Father DIACLEVI from
:nm E:r EGYPT. 8ix Franciscan Niums have also Joined these rapmaantativ?a f'rom
the VATICAN. A reply was sent stating that te departure of the Huns ghould be
deferred ae they could not be allowed to enter PALESTINE for some time, buvt all
the above hed elresdy lsit for BGYFT

from GAZA that the reason for the incomplete or untrue stordes told by deserteore
when interrogated ie, in the majority of ceses, due to thelr fear that

(1) They would be recruited into the Eritish Army.

(2) They would be taken away from their familiee and eent to EGYPT.

The attitude of the inhebitants towards the troops continues to be gocd. |
Although the inhabitante are impresssd by the discipline, equipment and supplies
of our troops, they still appear to he apprehansive that the enemy wlll regein
pospession of PALESTINE, not by force of armes, but that when peace 1ls declared,
the country will revert to ite former masters, our ccocupation being merely a
temporary military measure.

There is evey prospect of an excellent harveet, and the inhabitantes report that
the area under cultivation exceeds that of ths last seven yoars.

from JAFFA that : ,
(1) The recent shelling of NULEBBIS was the cause of rumours that the Turks

were returning. - |
(2) A certain amount of needless damege has been Aone to the property of
loesl inhabitants: This matter has been taken up by the Occupied Enemy

Territory Administration.

cf.20/1

- =._'|..-J', o
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* 25/1 (3) There apparses t0 be a desire among the hetter educated classes to see the mune
iciplaity re-established. Instead of the Coumcll being composed of Jows, los-
B lems and Christians in any proportion, as was formery the custom, the members |
I | being subject only to certain qualifications, it is now proposed to elect meme ¢ |
* bers on a religious basis. There appears, however, some Aifficulty in settling "
_ the correct proportion of members. t |
4) The rate of exchange of W Egyptian pound note is now at P,T. 88. | |
5) It is suspected that the reason the inhabitante are not sowing as much of their

« land as in former years is either due to instructions left by the enemy with a

o' view to lowering our supplies, or to a fear of heavy taxation on the resultant

erop, such as was levied by the Turke when in occupation.

r'-n

In reply to a telegram from the ARAB BUREAU, the Director of Military Intuolligence suggested i
asking "MAURICE"™ certain dlecreet questions on military and politiecal subjects in |
TURKEY with a view to checking his reliabllity. A wire from SYITZERLAND states |
that when there his conduct was most wnsatisfactory. FHe had incurred heavy financlal
l1iabilities, and althoughhe was given money to pay hie debis, and arrangements were

™

| made for him to go to FRANCE, he went over to the GERMANS and is supposed to have -
1 been used by them for propaganda work amongst the BEDOUINS. Fe 1s probably very §
untrustworthy, but i§ is possible that heving become dlegusted with his new aseoc- |
iates, he has returned to our fold. cr.23/1.

It is reported by 21st Corps that the inhabitants of EL MEZERIAE, ABUD and RENTIS arrived out- .

' T gide the 765th Division line at ET TIREE with two months food supplies, and refused &
: to return. The policy hitherto adopted with regard to refupgees has been 10 re- "
s fuee admiesion to lines, the G.0.,C, 75th Division having made the necessary "

arrangemente with liilitary Administrator at RAMLEF, these refugees were allowed to
enter our lines. Arrangements have been made with the Director of Labour that
they shall be utilised for local labour.

In reply to requests from the Ottoman Bank, London for permission to communicate and eventuallly
transact business with branches at JERUSALEM and JAFFA, they were informed that

—
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thaﬁ application was approvedes

A report from BETHLEBLM states that -

' Eﬁ% ig. a lar ntity of in at MADEBA (12 milee East Of the

(l)wn end .«.}Tfhiﬁ DEAD SEA 12’# In cMr@Erzf a few Turks who are to aesist in
removing it Lo ANMAN. Soms of thie grain, to the extent of 1,200,000 kilos.
(1181.5 tone) of ceresls, iz stored in a Roman catholic Monastery at MADEBZ,

(2) Bsdouins. The Bedouins are extremely discontented with the Turke, who
heve ocommendsered thelr camsls and denkeys for the transport &f grain and cone-
geguently there is continual friction between the two parties. The Bedoulns
of the BUNI SAKR tribe are with the Sherif, and the fow remaining near MADFBA
steal comm from the Turks. Fights between the BALCAR tribese whe are mar-
auders) and the BENI SAKR end Clrlstlans arc reported.

It was reported that an Ttaiian Franciscan, PBRE THEOPFILE CAPRIC of SAN SALVATORE CORVENT

YATYC AT T n giving trouble owing %o hie spggressive anti-French attitvde,
iﬁ?;gmrbﬂiz wﬁich fm is preseing Italy's cleim to the protection of the
HOLY PLACES. He has stated that the PALESTINE expediticn wes being financed by
the Jews on the understanding that England cedes them PALESTINE after the war.
Eis private life has not been exemplary and the Military Govermor has suggeeted
that the VATICAN might be moved to withdraw him.

A proposal has been made for ths publication of a Government newspaper "The Palestine Newas"

editorship, one edition in English for the Army and others in
mﬂitgtglr%ﬂw for ﬁg’poml:tibn. This newspaper would b3 published weekly
under military censorship.

It is reported from BEERSFERA that & raid wae effected about a month previously by the MOUSALI

Arabs from the North of the DEAD SEA on animals belonging to 2 member of the
ZULLAM tribee. . .

The harvest prospects are goocd round BEERSHEBA although the extent of the nlough-
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b ing is less than in pre-war years. Barley and wheat have been distributed by ‘i
the ikhe from stores secreted the Bedouins, and ]

; ' the A/Administrator. " i T e W
In the ARARA district cultivation is patchy, but ploughing is failv e i S
along the AUJA road (S.V. of BEERSHEBA). » priNpe o b - {

29/1 The following report has been received from JAPFA t- 28

Agente report that although there is practieally no
fh our lines west 6f the Rallway, it is possible that - i
P through East of the Railway wher® the country is more

nhdlives are able to sl
In MOANNIS (4 miles N.E. of JAFFA) there is no gign of any suspicious inter-

course betwoen the enemy and the peasantry and Redouins: both
very much to themselves. -~ . partiss keep

(B) ic O ilone A great deal of frn-Turkiﬂh gentiment is expreeseed in the

v ges near JAFFA, where the partly educated inhabitants seem to regret
the old regime. The former employees of the Turkish Government are rather |
disoontented, as they are nearly pemniless, and see little chance of any
A number of people who have been heard talking politice or commenting more
or less unfavourably on the military situation have been warned that Euah
actions are inadvieable at the present juncture. This generally has the re-
red effect. i1

ug::plamtn from the civil population against the Arny are sradvally dimin- 4
NZe |

(C) H. omic Situation. The price of commodities hae fallen congiderably, ae a
a

an rade with EL ARISE and elsewhere i ri
R T 8 bringing foodetuffs ‘
o '.’

(D) H%%EFL‘ that 4 priests ex-NABLUS stated that 200 of the inhabitants

8hot on account of their refusal to evacuate the town.

-
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= of JERUSALEM reports that the occupation of that town by the Britleh
. 29/1 The M1l “"‘r’.rmm n.pmu ::, exceedingly pgﬁl;r, but that our popularity has waned somewhat for the

following reasons -
1) The repudiation of the Turkish Bank-note.
2) The delay in acceptance and in fixing the value of Turkish silver.
%) The lack of small atn:;g:. .
difficulties of T supplye.
;; gg: failure of their hopes khmk for immediaste communication with the outer
14 to realise.
(8) "g;o Hohamedan resentment at the supposed policy of the British Covernment

with regard to the Jews. | |

t the collection of arms in the HEBRON dletrict has resulted so far in
30/1 XXth ﬂbm t:g“ﬁ:p‘:ﬁ; of 2,000 fire-arms. The situation is quiet at present, and to-morrow

the town of HEBRON itself will be gearchede.

- " for propa- i
ce Officer JAFFA has proposed re-opening the Germen "salle-de lacturs
- In“nigogl:nda work and has asked to be supplied with papers etc., for that purnose.

taken to place the AARONSOHN organisation on & working basie, in order that in.
iy bg::r;mtion shoﬁld be obtained as heforee. In this cornection, 2nd Lieut AARONSOFN
proceeded to PORT SAID to embark for the purpose of pointing out the galected rendez-

vous on the coast to our agents. 4

& villages have been vieited by the Intelligence Officer of that district
e k=g HEJDEI!.:n:I:;; Jﬁu:;iu E:' ascertaining the area under cultivation and the property of the xm
inhabitants, etc. In each case it was found that a considerable area - said to
bé the greatest for seven years - was under cultivation round each village. Yot |
event thies falls short of the area that might be cultivated, owing to lack of cattle

for ploughing, and posseibly labour. | '
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31/1 it is reported from JERUSALEM that a special messenger was sent to see the Sheikhs of the SAH-
WAHRI Tribe, and to invite them to meet the Intelligence Officer, JERUEALEH.AH
The messenger reports that on meeting Sheikh IBRAFIE SHUKCIR he informed him that
we expected ths Shelkhe of the SAWAFRI Tribe to come to JERUSAIEM to see us » and
asked him why thie viselt had not been paild when they were asked to do so. Ths
Sheixhe said that they were afraid to deso as a mumber of their men who had gonse
to JERUSALEN has been impriscned. FHe was agsured however, that if the Tribe had
any intention of remalning in their prssent camp, they had no right to have re-
latione with JERICOHC. It was for this reason that the Britieh were displeased
with them, but they had no intention of deing the Tribve any harm.

Thia communication gave rise to some discussion between the Sheikhs, one of whom
told the assembly that 1f they knew their own interests, thev wuld'tu.ku their

rifles and use them against the Turke. The other Sheikhs were informed of the
proposed deputation, and it was finselly decided thet our messenger should return

later with another man bearing a letter gtating that if Shelkhe visited JERU-
SALEN they would be allowed to return after tg matiug.m

It is reported from liejdel that on interrogation, a deserted stated that he determined to desert
on hearing that the British had occupled PALESTINE and were treating the inhab-
itantes well. He aleo reports that the Turks are using wood and petroleum rock
on the HEJAZ Railway. This rock is quarried near MEZERIE (10 milee ¥,V, .of DERAN)
and TELEH SHEHAB (4 miles W. of MEZERIB) and that large gquantitiees are stacked
near DERAA Station. He did not see any coal.

A telegram was received from the Foreign Office to the effect that as 1 as the Spani -
sul remaine in JERUSALEM, his position is different fmmgzga.t of the Ita;l;ng%lothﬁr d
he has been resident there throughout the periods of the war, but would cease to
be s0 once he reaches CAIRO. It would not be poseible te=sefuse to zllow him to
returm to JERUSALEN and at the same téme to refuse permission on military grounds

to other consuls. The Forelgn Office suggeeted therefore that it would be better
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' if the Spar.-sh Consul should remain where he is, umlessthe Commanderein«Chief
. wag of tﬁrapinim that by the time he wished to return from CAIRO the situvation
| would permit of other Consuls being allowed to enter PALFSTINE. It was addsd

that there was no objection to the Spanish Coneul being in charge of GERMVAN and ;
AUSTRIAN intareste.

Gove .. JERUSALEM has made a report of a dispute between the GREEK @GREHODOX Priests
B — .n? :;.1; FRANCISCANS in the Church of The Nativity, BETHLEHEM, and of hls subsequent
interviews on the subject with the various ﬂhriutia.n religiove communities concerned
The Military Governor first informed the GREREK and the ARMENIAN ORTEODOX priests
thathe was prepared to receive written protests with repard to eny alleged in-
fringement of righte for consdderation after the ceggation of heoetilitise, that
his orders were to0 maintain, pending that event, the tus quo ante ym, and
that he would no longer tolerate any such incidenta in the .atian Foly ces.
The Armenians and Greeks promised that ho such incident should oceur again. The
¥ilitary Governor addressed the same remarks to the Pregident of the Franciscans.
In the meentime the War Office has suggested that an adequate gvuard of Pritish

Military Police should replace military guards of various nationalitise as the
latter scemed to give no satisfactlion. A
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