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POLITICAL Tho Turkish Adminintrativo Divicions of tho- VITLAYET
- e o o of TEYROUTH orc as foliows, from fcuth TO Forth &=

SANJAK of EBL BE A Or MABLUS, gapdnals of AKKA, and

The fuvrther svb=divinion of tho firet two o thosd SN~
JAKS into KAZAS is an Tollowys &= ( vide abteched mnp)

waZp of NMABLUD
NABLUS = = KnZa of TWL KoRA aometiic = Fnor an BLll OAAB
Eﬁhzﬂ of SELFIT scrictimos xnoymn o5 Jd B ATH
KAZA of JLMIN

(RAZA of BAIFA
(KAZA of SATFED
I\l‘;i{ﬁ Al K:&.Z.ﬁ ﬂf I:fi‘fo‘nRETH
KAZA of TIDERIAS
KKZ:'L Gf f'..lﬂ“;ﬁ

KAZAS are in norc caqos again sub=dividod into HAHIZS.
Taking the abovo~rontioncd KAZAS in their order, tho folloir=
ing arc thelr MABIES &= |

KAZALS NAHIES .

NADLUS = = = - Nil (iiazn conpriscr HABLOS and. B8 svrrovnding vill-

rUL KGRii: =~ - BGlll SAAD = SHARAUYEE EL CITARDI - VADI EH FNAR (oge e
ALFIT = = = = JOWALE ATEL = JBELLATE BAITL

JENIN -~ - = = JENIF = SIARAUYEE EL SHARKI - LUSPARIK EL JERRAR.

BATHN = & e BAIFA - KAICARIE. _

SAFED = = — = Nil (Kazo comprises Sii'wD & 69 ﬂvrrovnaing‘villagcm.)
NAZARGTE - = = Nil EKﬂza conprisca NAZARETH & on aurr. villagos. '

TIRERIAS = - - 11 (Kazn conpriascs TIBLERIAS & on ourr. villagoe.
AKKA = = = = = SAKIL -~ EOH SHAGHUR - SHIFA AR

Undoer the Turkis=h gyntom & vilavot i~ governcd by e Voll,
a Sanjak by o Lutcrearif, o Kazo by & Kainokean, and 2 Tahle by
o) dudire. '

putting asldc tho Jowish Oolonics at detailsd in tobuletod
1ist, tho population of tho SANJAKS of NABLUS and AKIA iz pro=
pundﬂrutingly LOGLIL L. _

Although their attitude may be oxpoctced to be ouvtwardly
fricndly L0 U3, their recal foolings may norhaos bo beat OX=
rosscd in the words of thoir owm ATraDb provory which runei

1 o with my brother againast ny govain, but I an with Ty

sovsin agginat the gt rongors

The veval network of amall villages, with a larger ono herc
and thore, cach UNACT its tiuvkhtar, or headmon, wvill be cncounter=
cd. The noro insorsant of th-ao appear in tobuvlated 1iste.
gormunti vics of G- rhassiana and oOf LT ATALT ilo7lcns pay be OX-
peoted o be frankly hontile.

12
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PERSONALITIES

———— g g it - i

AIL ABOON ~ FOURI EANNA, prient, reported pro-Dritish.
ANEBTA - Shelkh HANDALLAH, agg%ﬁg?d anti=Turk. QJould be very
- ARRABEH =~ Liukbtar ABDEL AZZIZ, reported anti-Turk.
ATHLIT - Shelkh HOUSSA, old pro-Turk, generally hatod.
BALLUT ‘= Sheikh SALEH, reportsd pro-Turk.
BAKA - BALDAN Ber HAJ AFLED, raported friondly. Hoavy drinker.
. Violontly anti-Turk,
BIDZ3H ~ OuAR HAJ SAID - LOFALELD PFAJ SAID reportod pro=-Britich,
URT4 = FARIS EL LIASSAOUD, roportcd pro-Turks

DEIR ESTIE = ABU KHIJLI famlly vseful. SEuikh LOFALED OS:. AN

YUSEF 0S:/AN
" ABDREL KADER OS.:AN
" ISLAIN 0O8i.AN

HAIFA - Populatlon 25,000 nA 1/% 7 Hozlemp. German Qolon:
Z,EOO Jcwa moatly Gernmanised. Roportcd population
not ovacvated, and living not co oxXponilve a= 1n
Beyrouth,
Prices ond of Fcecbruary =

1 rotl maizsg = « = =« e~= -« - P, T, 8,
1 rotl oniong e « « = = « « P, 7, %,

The following aro Christian: and friondly te

Khouryv family

Abiad familsy

SELI:. Rayyib.
Sayvkaby

Fakhar (2 brothcra).
Baklrug.

(N.B, ASSAD B&Y SPOUCAIR, a&7nistant of JEIAL Pasha,
ia from BAIFA).

ABDALLA HAHOUDA. About 55 vcars. Lawyor. Influential
andownor, anti-Turk. ell verpsod in Turkiah Law,

Knows all ahovt intornol affalrn of Dovtnocho Palcetina
Bank. |

LASUD EL uADI. Of groat influvenco. Lives mostly at
HATEA. Anti-Tuvrk, (Native of IJZIL = 083 Usede)

AR EL L v fﬂﬂlil:' of IKZI.:, 14 m, S, of HAIFA; Ine~
%Ivnntfa% %amily of 0ld robbecr stock. Own villago
and mveh land in distriot. All anti-Turk- and pro-

notnoacd Anglophilos,

'USTAFA PASPA GL KFALIL - 60/%0. Panatical i.oslom. A
“hrowd avaricious blood-vekoer, much di-1liked by all. .

F%gls 5L YASIN. 60 rcmbeor of Tribivnal, Head of Come
miasion for i.ilitary Reqrigcitions. Clover and ovilte
vngerupulovs, Very influvential.

¢ = 18 =
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"FPAUZI BEY. 35. Turk. BSon of Sadlk Pagha- (brother of .

Kiamil Phﬁhﬂln A ificont pPripgand. Runn a gang of
abovut 100 rufthand. Intelligant and oharming. Lives

at ZARGFANIYEB. Very Anglophils.
JEVIS.

SABBATAI LEVY. 42. Born Conatantinoplo. Spoakes Turke

ish, Arabic, and Franch. Agent for Rothschlld., @Good .
local knawlﬁdga. ery honourable and roliable.

N. KAISERHAN - 50/55 Ruasian born. Hoad of Jewish Come

mnicy. Doocont man.

KROML. - 50. Russian Born. Very intclligont. Not vory
ahxa1ghtfnrward but not dishonssct.

AZRIEL. 50. Oashier of An glo=Paloatine Bank.

BABAN BHUDAE LEVY e Frunah protocted. Rich ters

HAFAM TRabbi
chant. ruoh respoectod, ospecially by Sephardin Communitv,

JELMAIN - tudir renortod pro-Britiah,

KLLKILIEH.= divkhtar IBRAHIn: NASCER roportod onemy agont.

ABCALLAH SABAE ) Sh. MOFD,.EL KASSAN)
ABDEL RAHI snﬂnﬁz roport- Sh. YOUNIS.
ABDuLL KADER Simﬁt ed pro~ She. IBRAHIK NASSER)repori-

 HASSAN AKEAS Britieh ABDEL KARIM ¢d pro-
10HAED KUEPAS f ABDLL KARI:. YUSEF ;Tukk.
SLLIn SHAKER L.OFD. OHANTI
SAID SHANTI

ON =~ Shoikh ABDUL LATIF ABU HAWTASH and eon deported by tho
Turks, and renortod axoeuvtod by Turke for murdor. Rome
Liants of his gang may still bo abouvt.

KEFREIN -~ YUSEF EL ABD EL GAWAD. Influvontlal pro-Turk.
KEFR _HARIS - DJABER ALUI WARDAI - Reportocd nro-British,

KEFR KARA. = bMukhtar ABDALLAF EL AFUNED, 50 years old, one-oved
vory pro=Turk,
KRFR SABA. = population signalled as hostille.

KEFR THILTH«.- ISLAIN SALAuA rovorted pro-British.
LUBBAN, EL -« Sheikh IBRAHYL HAMAD reportod pro-Turk,

NABLUS. = Population 25,000 chiefly uOSLEwn. 1870 feot abovo soa-
lovol. 8 lar 8 mMOsqUari. Sitvated on floor of valleoy
tagtween jit. ERIZIM and L%« BBAL. Water verv plentifil.
HOTLL NABLUS af tho REamburg Aworican Lino on the road
to Jf&‘iﬂ Wa towm. EOTEL SEMARIA ﬂrdjf}lrﬂi- Accomod= ®
ation also ih LﬂTIH #ISSION hovec on E. nids of towm. 3
Camping grovnd V. of toim, roachod by rifing rovnd N.
eids. Turkish Post and Telegraph 0fficos Ohristian
ilsslon. Principal innabitaenss -

Mufty = ShELEh Buzaoin LIf, Haashim

Cadi -, OurL Bas. \q--K)

Hayor = hﬂd Taviik £ Damands

Public Instruate> - ﬂnsihh Omar Eff. Zohaltar.
Chief of Ccumsol = Nimr.Eif. Tckhaan.

Chicf of Gondarnesris - j2 nm;d . ol Jiuelnahne.
Oblef of Pulice.» Rakir od Jin {(Turk).

i
Sroetih Eimy WFf'. Dart,
otables ( Aww Bff Salaah |
~heikbh Rashad ©ff. Bitasar. S
Cald pffT., Eamagmoh, G T

L
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*Prinoipalgmﬂrﬂhantﬁ $=

Nimr Eff. Nabuladl.

Ha] liohamed EFIT. Nabulagl.
Haj Ahmed Efi. Nabulsl.
Ha] liohamoa EfLf. Ghazzanl.
Fa] Farva Eff. Hamamas

Thene are all.n0ap nmarrfacturers--onployingabout 800
peraons. Tho normal output ia BOO to 1000 tona of soap
por annum, acocording to the olive Orop.

wead of L.orchant Guild - Dodowvi Eff. Ashur (pro—~Turk).
tierohants and fermors = Abdel Latif Bff. Abdol H
Fa) Burshid ETT. Abdel Hadi
paj Shafe Eff. Abdol Fadi
(pro-Englich)
The Abdel Fadi olan numbors abouvt %,000, distributod in
NABLUS, JiNIN, and ARRABEH.

Thore ia a small colony (40) of sSamaritan Jowz. Thor
\, have no influvonoco.

The follcwing have hoon signallod an pro-Turk and dan=
gorovs oeharaotors in NMABLUS - -

shoikh Rafat Eluam).
Shalzor Johri (liomber of a Oommission).
Ahmod Shakltah (Inspeotor of Taxos )
Mahmed Tanlioni {(Crop Survaey Gormmincion)
Abdol Kerinm ol Yvusof family. :
Tokhan familv (most prcmincnt menbor - Bashir
Bew Tokhan) who control following villages :=
ZATTATA (038.ka10.)
KEFP. Kus (093,N.1%.)
DFLE SSERAB ‘098.1ie%s)
TULLUZA (008.5L.294)
Aqghur familr {(oxcopt Yuoof Ashur) oontrolling
REIT HBA (098.H.21.) |
1109t prominceny memoor Bodawl Ashur.
Hammad family ~ (&ls0 anti=-Christian).
paidor i Juwel, controls BURIN (098.V.25.)
El Poauia famiiy - (promineat membor i Abdulla
Itn Aoéol 1ojld, Rolu Baladla of NAZARETH. AlsO
antiwﬂhrlﬁtiann5
Abbas femlly.
Abv Hamadc family.
32 Bonna family.

The following aro nlgnalled a9 anti-Chrintian - EL
GHAVAZT family (oontrola KEFR KULLIN (098.,Ve21.))
JARRAR Tamily. _

_ The following are slgnalled as pro-English and 1ioly
o~ to be of ansigtancc o= |

5o, FAJ TAHIR HEJAI (Par Dopta)
AHUED EFP. THAL - notabple from JAFFA.
GRORGEL AYOUR -~ notabis 1rom JAFTA .
SHAFI BfY ABRD EL ¥ADI (kay havs boon deportod),
controle the follouwing villages =
AVERTA (C098.X,11).
SPRUSTLIE (096.K-25) ,
BLIT IuRIN (0P8.K.21.) ;

= 15 =
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| DARI
SHEIKE WIMR. ~n-peey-{ecomtrol: SURIA = 008 Ue" a)

SELIKE SALD HAALl & soms (ommmW'

The following are pignallod ae novtral -

ADULSI fomily (controls FUWARA = 088.Xe1%e )

KAMAL femily (comtrolg AIL ABUS = 008.%,18.)

TAUFLK H&ﬂﬁﬂﬁ (Gﬂntrﬂlﬂ BEIT UDEEY, = G?ﬂ-ﬁuzl-)‘

landod proprietar. Also om~ villapme of ZAVIATA.

Fornorly oppoesod ta Young Turks, but s indveced by =5
4 Triond to Jjoin thon, and took oath of fidollity to
g.U.P., aftor wbioh ho wad olocted u,P, for I"ABLUS.

Is belicvod howevor to be fundamentally oppoaed Lo
Turkinsh party. Whoat sontractor to Turkish Govern=

nont.

The following are tho most important fanilie-~ i of
“ADLUS &=

ABDEL BADX family
-ﬁqﬁﬁ#--*-!-ﬂ-—dr
'{rnaitignally tha most inportant family of FABLUS,
andovners. Very intelligent and ngt ot neart fens
atical, despiteo appenrancest but vepy opprosnive
towards the poasant®, DY sthom thov are faearcd and
ﬁiﬂlikﬂdi
d;ﬂ_EFF;_ELﬂgﬁﬁlugggpuLﬂn n] - Rolative of RAUF =]
vl Hadl, Now mombor 5% Shorifian fuveyrmant of
Meosca. Vas arrosted and sontonced to doath, Tatd.
somohou avoided oxoochion. Aslicved otil) near TARe
1LUs. Repcriod by re fugee, L4-85-18, to bo in prisone
Qﬂlﬂ_ﬂﬁiﬁéﬁnﬁk BADI -~ cousin of above. Vias u.P. TOF
CABLUS, Stoougly anbl- Turk,. Fiao brotber Selim wad
pxeooutod in sanmmc 1915, DRAvcated and has A Europe
oan Voneor.  (0vy LGIgo l1anded propriotor, and, Afw
tor arrest, Was roloaged vnder etrict police super=:
vision to cuvltivalo hie landa ond produce food for
the Army. Partnor and contractor with Tavfik Hom=
sad (avove).
ﬁhRI fﬂmilfi
SHEIKF 1iL:R ED DART ~ S0 /e0. Formerly hufti, but
lomisgod. ciover and untrustiorthye One of tho
Ulcir.. Wag arrcstec ovnd Court=-martiallod, bul ac-
quituod., Tor2l pod him re~tried. Wae convicted,
but. RUbseUu3nT LY TOLONTOC Anti-Turk. _
cafi’KHE QMAR ES ZOWATTAR - 40/850. Socretly astrongly
S rL A nrH, DOt on goéd terne with Jomsl . Nomper of
Adainigtrative govneil. Governnent uces hiu as
wnoat conuracuer, with wervant to s0L20 wheat. Fas A
talkeor full advaniege of cppurbtvniilos of onriching
himsoif, and 1s now VoY “mflventiale

ROIHAN TamidVe

B R o= i v .

HAIDAR BEY TOKEAN - Gormeily L,P,s Usod to 1O

i el o

alevighiy aobtachsd O ¢.U.P. Probably pro=Turk.
Lot very infiuvontiale.
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and ABDEL BATAH TOKEAL -~ Drollors of abuvo.
E%n%cr and moro Ehf&vcn als Thay own village of

TUBAS 5000 inhabitant«s, BEast of ABLUS.
HASHI: family

L4
-ﬂﬂ“--—_-----ﬂi--

SHEKIR LUNI3 HAASHLL. = 80. tuvfti. Rathes influvon-
= —&aid not to bo fanatical. A bon vivant.
KAMAL HASEIL): = 40/45.- Roported honont and capablos

SHAKIR BASHIE, = /2. Edveatod Govornment School,

Conatantinopie.
LUKHTAR DFF. = GBx-Cadl. iow Bead of Hunicipallity.

RAFIDIEE ~ Lukhtar HOE'D ES SAOUD rcportod pro=Turk, SCLIM
HOURI & HABIB TOUKHTA roportod friondly and v=oful,

RULHA 'LE =~ LUSTAPA APLED PRZY, large landownors Brothor ro=-
ported killod by Turke.

RAFFAT = Shelkh SALEE AYASH & Shelkh YUSEF roportod friondly.
AL - Sheikh HAJ AILEN reported pro-Turk.

sheikh MAFLOUD EL HaSSAll )

shoikh MAHLIOUD BL YOUSSEF

AT} IBL ZALOOL rcported friondly.
BEASSA: FAIS IBN AHMED ;

toUsSs:s PAYs IR AKIED

SEDASTIE ~ KAMEL ABDEL HADI reportod pro=Turk,

TAYYIBEH =~ ABDEL RAZIK DAROUD )
LICHALLD NASBIF roported fricndly.

TUL_KLERAL: = 2000 t, 2600 fioslcms. Only rocently aprung into
- importance ‘a3 soat of Kaza by reason of ite position

on railway. About 300 Christlang. Chief inhabitant
ABDEL RAHIAIT EFF., Kalmakan of Kaza, signallod as
fyriondly, and 1likely to bo of ananistance. Big supply
dopot roported to oxlsat woet of chief mosguro, and to
contain stores of whoat, dvrra, and barlicy. The die=-
trict is fortil e, oxcopt to tho west, and in roport-
ed frooly sown to whoat and barloy.

ABDEL RARLi BALUL - #0/35 Rich and inflvential, anti-
Turk.

ABDEL_RAHI: EL mgUS; - 50/55« Rich. Lember of dla-
trict Council. Anti-Turke

ABDDL _AAHuAL HAJJ IBRABIL = 40/45. Foad of !'vnicipal-
Ity. Vorv pro-Turk. uade Kalmakarn by Jomals . Dia=-
liked by peoploe.

AHLED EL HALDULLAH - 60. Lember of District Couvncil.

fatos Torks, but is clovor cnovgh to conccal it, and
ja thoreforo favouvred by Jomal.

il
"3
~3

!
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Ui EL FAE) - EASSAS SAID BBY largo Jondownors Ronortcd friendly.
ZAVIIEH = Shoikh HUSTAPEA SHAKOUR roportod friondly.

ZEITA - Sholkb AIED EL HASRI roportod pro=Turk.

2 T ARTL {ZIGHRUE !ﬂGDH!-

ISRAEL (BIDLRMAL Mukhtnr of village. Hps only onc ary
40 yonra 0ld. Curming blackgurard withovt principlo.
Corruvptod by conatant ocntact with Purlizish officers &
of ficlals. Livat DO carofully watchcd. spoaks Englieh
ond Fronoh, and 1s Vorv affablo. 0fflcors shouvld be

vory careful whon tolking to him, a9 ho ontertaine .~
1iborally, and is on adopt ot worning ovt informatlon.

g%lﬁﬁ'QOLQSTEIEi A bzd character, inflroncod by his
wifc, who had jorked for Turkish of ficora. Both arc
lobkow uvpon a« vilo. hirolings of tho Tuvrke.

i | the wife (abcut B8 yoars old) wes

vory kind to Turkieh Officors, and 1s supposod to havo
gplod for thom. Tntolligont and vnacrupulovs. The - y
husband (abovt 40 e ars o1d) is under hor influvence,

and may havce boon tomptod by noney to work for tho

TUTrkS e

FRITELSOL. = A Russian Jew about 20 yoars old. Clevor
a groat boliover in tho Yovng TUrLso. Haa workad for
thom for tho last two yenrSe supposed to bavod rite
ton Russian propagandd for tho Gormanne Will probably
oxort his influvoncc ovor Russian Jowry to nct in fev-
ouvr of Turkoys Hr3t Dbo watched very carofullys

45 yoars old. iivdir of CAESKREA. Lives
A fanatical goonlan, and very clevors
vory rich, Wiil probably romain bchind to work for
tho Turks, by whcia ho ig puch 1ikods Fo was the
vackbone of the Turkish rosiatancc in thie districte

EFF. Livosa in o Cirecaszaian villago D. of LIKTITRA
Bl HUDEIRA). Blttoer fanatic. Proachod ant i-English
propegonda in the district.  Hated by ovorybody,but
foarod on accovnt of his high etanding vith tho Turke
1eh Govornmonte.

118. Thoro aro nol many Reduine in tho SANARIA rogion,
and thoy have 10t contact with +thoir tribal stock
from tho hilla Ee of ZItu:ARIIe

poduin family « HAMDOL. Abovt 20 tont<, large hords
of ‘enttlo. DRIS CL EAL:DOIT, who dlod laat voar at the
ago of 110 wat & groat local colebrity.

pie brotheor, BESHIR BL BALDOI, 18 NoW shcikh. Fis
gon, ALI EL DIAB, DaO much influvonce ovor the Boduins
furthor Souvth. BEGHIR ond hia followore aro atrongly
influenced by AMIL of DAR BFAJ WAHLOUD of SUBBARTI e
A1l the BAnDOH aro anti-Turk. W. of 711 ARII, in tho
70k (swanp) aro tho PASGA. SAAD, and BLKI JOFAR Bod=
wing.

P o3A.° BALD 18 thoir Shoikh. About 15 tonts. FPOOT
and of not nueh accovnt. Anti-Turke

= 18-=
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On the ssnde of EL BURELJ (08%,Y.18,4.) thero ﬂ.raf
abovt 30 tents Turconan AYaba. - fﬁmﬂggzﬁﬂﬁgrg:diinu
- it» tho a few tonts O the GL
;istizét“inflﬁantinl Shﬂlkhit; tﬂn gﬁdiﬁiﬁﬁ Ztﬁ%ﬁ;f_
¢ ive permanontly W 0 '
| Egiiv?zzti the tribe in the BSDRAELOY Vnlley. The
Tupcomon Araba are friendly to the Turka

= 19

&
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1002806



_H__*ﬂ“__J:M o

ﬂ.q—.u—.—-i—_—-— -ﬁ'l"l'-l'l'

ALiURIE
. Asirat
ol Kiblie
AZZUN
BAKA
Beni Saab
DALATA
BEIT IBA
BEKUKIN
BIR ADAS
BURIN
DLIi SFLRAF
FUNDUK
B/ BLEH
IRTLE
J INSAFUT
KEFR =L LEBAD
KEFR SUR
KEFR TEILTE

' . KEFR ZIBAD

KURAWA IBN FASSAN

MISKEH
RAMIN
SNIRIwWE
SURRA

TAIYIBEF
71 LL
YASUF
ZAWIEH

/'  friendly. As regards

at TAIYIDEEH.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

) / "N.B. The attitvdo of all above V

POPULATION

STATE OF CLOPS.
100 iio=sloms vnknown.
80 iioslems fair
500 lo=lems - e -
600 toslems good
800 rosleoms good
200 uiosloms gooad
100 loaloms fair
400 iosloma good
HDOlﬁualema falr
600 no0slems good
300 110%lems £00d
20 i.0slems good
200 Lioslems good
100 pioslems good
50 Moslems good
400 tiosloms good
' 200 lMoslome good
350 Loslems 8 tons corn
gOWN .
800 Moslonms good
30 loalems good
300 Mosloms good
500 Moslems good
500 bosleoms 19% tons corn
g0wWn
400 posloms good
800 Moglems good
500 Moslems - %ﬂﬁd'
250 Mosloms % ton corn sown

250 Moslems 4L tons corn sown

[

illages is thought likely to be

suppllica, nons likely to be found oxcept
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NCGTE ON BOONOWICAL SITUATION BEAST OF JORD.N .
gmp:._a.a:“_-.—s—v = W

SUPPLIES. .. cortain amount of vheat and durrra noy be el
e pootod to bo found in nont oi the lgrgor vill-

ngos Bant cf JORDA, bt thean stores will, in
all probabllity, be woll hidden, and in any oafe 7ill
only consiaet of what the Turks heve boon uvnabls to comm=
andscr. It 1s knom that tho Turke have for tho pnat
tra monthes boon -activoly ongaged in romoving coroals
northwards from tho iADEBA district. Barley and Tibn
7vill, in ell probability, not be fournd at all. Clirdan-
gian villagon, by roason of thoir pro-Turkish sympathlos,
mav bo oxnoeted to bo tho bont favouvred in tho matier
of supplicz. Cattle arc vory searco and of inferior
brood, bvt thorc appoarls to bo no lack of shoecp and
goata. Thore ie said to be o good sunply of donkeys
and ocanols in tho 1HADEB: markot, put prieos arc highe

CROPS « All information tonds 16 ahow that wintor sow-
- - ings, though restrictod in some sason owing to
shortage of sccd, have bocn up to tho avorago,
particvlarly in tho corcal growing distriots of JERASE
ond DIRAMA» The hilly district irmedistcly north of the
1ino SALT=~A AN 13 1littlo cvltivatocd and uvnproduvetivao.
gouthyard frorn thia 1linc, hoywovor, to LADEBA and KIRAK,
the covntry is noarly oll vndor cultivetion, and is ro-
portod sown Lo whcat, borloy, and CQUITXe The JCRDAN
valley 1 anothor prodvetivce filold, but i3 limited by
the hille immodiatoly caatward, whoro tho torrain doos
not adnmit or cuvltivation, savo whoro the VIADI ZEREA TUnNS

into tho Vellcy.

1t rmust be vndcratood that nonc of thcac corop®
7111 be availablo =~ beilore tho month of Julye

"EL BALEAF

Boundary s North - FAFR ES ZEREA.
Bﬂutﬁ].'l - 1':“1DI J.'.U'IIIE
E:’:ﬂt - SEI:.IJL?: DEELJBT
Wont = RIViG JORIAN

Thoe lund 1 oimcd and cultivatcd by variovn Led-
uin trives, ne well as by the inhabitants of sottled vill-
agos, ond toms, nony of whom arc Christinns.

EDVAN TRIBL (Chict ahcilth SULTAN ALY DIAB) mainly settlcd
cultivators Ne and i, nf FLOSDBAL

This fribs, though thoy havo onough grain to mupply
thoir ovm noodn till noxt harvost, comploin bitterly of
having bcon scvercly trontcd, and robbed, by the Tuorks,

i
b
H
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thereforo no grain supplice can be oxnoctod from thor.
Thie tribeo have smallcr flocks of goats and shoop,

anlso cattle; it is computed that thevy wouvld bo wllling to

ocll 200 head of oattle, and 200-500 larbn and kida.
These Deduin~ arc now oncamped Souvth of tho Uadi Hig-

BAN abovo GHOR cl SYEI:. I, ncar Wadl cl ADRIND (IES.T.Y.),

wvith the cxception of , .. SULTAN'=# Bodvine, who are in

the nountain arovnd SALUKA ES ZABBUD (142.C+7.d.)

BL. CPANAIIAT TRIBE (Shoikh SALI!: BL KFATEIR ond ABDULLAE

PE:E EDEIS, Shcikhs of the SFAUABIAFY. -

Thoge Beduving arc oncampcd in WATAT EN NAu (128.F.1-12)
and it 1g cstimated that thosc two tribes will bc able to
nupply 50-100 head of ocattle, 400 kidm, goats, and loambe,
but no grain.

The CHANAMAT are in theilr own lands, whilc tho EDYAY
Iribcs uvscd to cncamp dvring the wintor months in the JOR-
DAIT VALLEY, NWorth end Sovth of SEUNET FIIRIN. Thoy movod
on the fall of JBERICHO, to got out of the wav of tho Turks,
foaring to bo robbod by thon.
AVAZIN TRIBE (Shoikh ABU SITTA EL-WANDI) Sub-Tribc of
SHAWABKIEH .

bl N e L e —_— i Gl s Sy T e . D B e W S N e i — —

Thoso arc cnecanpod ahove ARKUB ABU ol FASSAN on the
road to MAAIN. Thoy havc no surplun stock ofe«grain, but
posnalbly bhave for sslc 50 hcad of cattlc, nnd 400 kids,
goats and lanba, |
ﬁJﬂRﬂﬂH- .

N S W e e G e

Encarpod about ARIUB ol i:0SEAKAR on the roed to [LAD-
EBiA arownd KABR ABDALLA (14510111b1) Thcne have herds of
shoop and goats, also cattlc. From ther might be procurod
somc 80 hoad of cattlc, and 600 lambs and kide, Thoer have
ne graine.

They are rcportod o~ being thc only tribe who arc pro-
Tvrk in sontiment.

o & il - — &

L BIDAF (Sheikh NURI ABU KAHOOD)

[ ]
- Sl e S S - e S e S G TR S S e S S S S e

Encenping betweon We wOJIB and e ZERKA UAATE. This
1s a large tribc, and is rich in cattlc and shoon. Thoy
probably will have for sale 100 hoad of cattlc, and 800
lambs and kids. Havo also aparo grain in amall quantitiea.

ADAYAT (Sheilkh HINWIR ABU HADDID.)

Encomped Bat of SAFAB (157.Qs%.c.) This im a large
rich tribo: have only working cattlo, but largec flocks of
shcop, and it 1is cxpocted that they .  will bo willing to
go0ll 600 lanbs,.
PAAJA (Shoikh IMKFALIR ABU JA.U8) (Smnll suidlt Tribe).

-----—-"_-_-_-'—--ﬁ-‘ﬁ-- - e e ---_---'-*_-_“_------__- - e

- - - W A m mmEr N = - -

Theso are living anong the Adovat above-rontionod.,

il
&0
i
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Thoso are also woaltby, but have no hords-of cattlc for aalc,
their woalth being chicfly 1n shocp. Thov wovld have. 800

1amba for snlo, alwso rnany canold. :
ABBAD (Shoikh KARIH NAHARI). ©

- - & i T e . - - & W g L o L

Encannocd bctwcen SALT North to 1!+ ZERK/A, and Souvth to Wadl
sir (142.5). | _ |
Thoao Boduvina arc rathor pomr, but have flocks of shcop,
alac cattloe It 19 commutod thew will have for winlc 50 hood of
enttlo, and 200 lorbs and goatrc. '
BENI SA)UR TAIBES (Shcikbs BATWMAN ABU MUNAWER of ZEBIN Soction,
and LMETGAL IBN FIEZ.) |

Thoso tribos, vndor normal conditions, =pend the Spring
month« in tho opcn dcsort caat of ZIZ2A 14%. %1048 ). During
the harvest thor arc to be found abovt hoir villagcn North-
onst of J4ADEBA: in the avturn thoy plough, and when wintor sacts
in they disappcar Bastwards into tha dcoerts At prorent they
are roportod as being Houvitb witl tho Shorili.

This is o vory lorge rieh tribo, tholr woalth bolng chicf=
ly in wheat lands and lorgo flocks of oanels, and algo Thocn.

It is eompuvtod that thov have. o svrplus of wheat and bar-
ley in thoir villagos $=- JELUL (145«Re150bs ), ZIZL LZ ZOBATLR,
(1%%, UeRBebe), BL KASTAL (175.U.%0e¢ds;, ZOBAVER ADAI (4% eV
1%.c0ontro )Uili 8L ALAD (14%e1aR%.a.), #BT TUNLIB (14%.Hel e0s),0t0q

It is renortod thov sold many camols to thoe Jhiorid, and
at11l have nunbcrs for salc, and alsc lambn in thouvasndn, 1if
thov are found in a sclling mood, '

# TUBKIB i+ hosntilo, belng in tho honds of
ing thc Turks. '

e —— e T —— —— — e S S — - S g

Prior t6 the war, (ADEBA weed to be-the ecntirc for the graln
“buycrae It, with thc villagos about it, yiolds large quantltics
of whent, boarlcy, and lontiles | .

mho prichcat farmerq aro Ohriations, whe arc very antl-Tukk,
and, thercfere, have boon sovercly ncraccvted. Llthovph lorge
quantiticrof grain havo hoon cormendccrqd from tshem, ~till, on
acoount of théir fear of the Turks, ther bave hlidadcn thcir greln
in the grouvnc, ond bhavo not oricred Hane for sale lemt it -shouvld
o knovm whot thew havo. s 54

The inhebitante aro Christian:, and grow for aalc, wmder

- normy, condition«, 4,000 tabbict a yoor (1 Tabhic = 18 okoa.) It
11 comnuted that 800 tabbice of grain cam ot nrotcnt be foundfor
qnla, lec. 1% tons, B cwi. . o |

WADEBA. Ohrintian inbabitants, Tho annunl ylold i- about 40,000
tabblic~ of grain. At nrosent, 31t 1= thought 1ittlec or no grain
will bpe found. availnblo. | -

BAIRBET PLOSBAN (about 142.Gs10Cs) Tho prmﬁortr of & rieh lloo-
Tom moun o FAJT FOn EL BABILSY, of SALT, and relotives. snmual
yicld 15,000 tobblon. It in computed vory littlo will bc found

for anlo.

3
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HHME%fYﬂD{ E (142.K:18.Cs)> The proparty of ABU JABIR, o rioh
ohristinn fanmily of ES SilT. Tho annvtl ylcld i= apbovrt 35,000

tobbisa. At proscnt not moro then 809 tapbics arc 1n storo
for aocd and tholr own consunption.

2T EL BSE.RAT or Ui LL KUNDOL: » to tho JARIE
Christiang) of ES GalTe Annual ylcld 20, 000 eon of gralne.

At »roscent only a small quantityc - oxdsete, norhaps BOOtebblost

4

nﬂt 10 -"h".lﬂ. .,__...

The abeve is glven with o viow te¢ what ravr bo oxncotch ab
prosont; tho armuval viclde aro gilven in figrrca whZech ronroacnt
tphe ordinary ylold-. 8ONGC  »CaT, whon tha ereps are geod, tho
crona arc lirger than hor:. atatod. ‘

poforc thc 7or, thooo 1ands not.onlr ~ufiiccd thd JuRUALBL:
district, buvt L.Tgo quantitics worc acnt souvth to « BOCS and BED=
15, and north to D o0l angd BiaIlie

The force~no for tho goning vcar 1o thot a phcnorcnnl orop
14 to be Sxpoetced, canccielly in the ovent of protractod roin-

falls |

‘7ho barlov ficlds in tbe Jordan Valley arc alrcady in oar, ’
and thc whoat promiac: oxcollont rocvltri. On tho platomv it 1s
alrcndy anout 12 inchcs tall, and of atrong growthe

The Boduinz, bhaving rno. large atorchovscs, arc in thc hablt
of moclling tholr grain just. aftor the hoivont, and it ia only
then that tho Britlsh covernment can cxpcet to ralks large HDUT-
chaache :

CR,AIF STOCKS IN Tt KERAC DISTRICT .

== - - — " i e
—— — — — o — ___“_l- mnfﬂﬂu-um—u—ﬁﬂﬁ-—-“—“ﬁ-ﬂ

A rofugee who sancancd from HAALI at the ond of Januvary
ronorts that the poasants from the vieinity, who went to HithK
to dcliver thiolr taxon in grain, stotd thnt in the Ca=tlo
(crUBndar) at KERAK, they sair vory largc atorcs of sovernnent

raine. :
= The Turke alao purchoacd 1ToN the notiven 1large vantities .
of gr>in ot the rate ol 22 icjediobs in coin for onc Ashroseych”
(= abcut 180 kiloas) N
| 1t i bclicved that mont of thie has since boen moved via
KUTR.HWI on thce FuDdiZ kailuny to DioiB0lie, o5 tho, erops of tho
yADLAW, it 14 rcoeortcd, wore o4 failvre this ycile |
tvch of tho LZAX vhoat o alnse acnt acro™: the DE/D SEA

to ita Morthocrn cnd, an® thon by lorric~. to ES SALT, an® posit=
ibl:-,' fpthols .

| wyom anothor soUrce (a wheot norehant) it i~ commuted thab
15,000 taobblo« of wcat (spovt HEO tons) arc to bc feund hidden
tvi KoBoK os well af 5,000 t2bhicH, (sbovt 100 tons) of barloy

and othor grain. 1t 13 furthor computcd that o much norc

vill be found in tho noipghbovring villego .

(1 tabbic whet = about 18 okcn%
(1 tobbic barlcy = abott 18 ol

It must bo renme bered thot those Tigurst arc onlr cotimatos,

art II)
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and that the Tuvrks still boing thoro, and bolng short of groin
nav bc ablc to bring nrowsurs shiech will forc: the owners to
dig vp thelr grain fron the vndcrgrovnd ciatorna in which thoy
hids ite. Bonidcs, the TUrk® arc noi vaing gold for purchatco
onpiong tho peduins, an 1tu whieh muot ke taken inte accmmbe

-Il-lq—l.-g—l--..—l-—-i——-—il—l‘_ﬂ
S T — ——— a—lﬂ-—-—ﬂ—--ii-l'--'--ﬂ—-n——-i-l-—_

A native reports that in thc Aiatrict of RAKF/J. (rcfoir=-
ence M 1:250,000 - ro~d J.b. ITON DER/: leading to RAKE/ L)
only 405 oi thec land h~a boen sorm With who vt end borlove.
Though thc arca cultivatcd 15 not 30 great a7 in previovs
voors, it 15 ontipsted thot thiv will bC cormcnnatnd by tho
cxecllent eran which 10 sxpoctcd thin scason,

Enquirics on this mvbicct in tho pPanimuidl ddntrict ore ho-
ing continuvcds put from all accounts, and from tho pricos
actually being paid for whoat, i1t would seen that 1ittlo more
than enouvgh for 1ocal requirements will be found.

———ﬂ-———ﬁ-t—-—'—-—-—-_

Unliko the HAURAN distric®, to the North, which 1s com~
nogod of flat opON sovntry, the AJLUN District ia mountalnous
and woodecd. VOry little graln now roraing. Considcrable flocks
of goats and cattlo are ownod by tho poasantry. Greal numbera
have bocen cormendcored by the Turks, but a falr nunmber nay of
cattle may still bo oxpceted to DO Tfound. Priceoes, howovor, arc

vyory high-

A —-— i — T — < ——— . — i f— A — — d—
i i —— —— — I —— i —— . ——

Tho JOLAN 19 a atrip of land lying 7. off HAURAH, betwcen

1t and the JORDAN VALLLX and tho Lakos of TIBERIAS and LELROI,
Ite northern oxtremity roeches to tho foot of lount FEHIION and
the Southern boundary is tho YAP:IUK Valleye. Thia, being a die~-
trioct of oxtinct volocanoed, is vorv rich in pasturos and 13
notod for itg cattle. Boro, not oniy may One oxnect to buy
large numbors of fat, buvtchering catitie, but it may prove a most
vgoful grazing ground for army animals to rocuperato.

il
&)
Il
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NOTE ON POLITICAL SITUATION EAST OF JORDAN.
R Y R L e e b pe o T = b NS

The Arabs on the Hagt of Jordan are not, 1like those on thc

West, organised by villages and administrativo dopartments, but

are tribal, overy tribe having a groater or amaller number of
villages in tho cultivated lands, and also oamps in those lands,

and in the desert., Thoe villagere and the tent-dwellera of one

tribo act in cormon, and froquontly intorchange their maden of 2
life. Vervy few of the Arabs, except 1n Salt, and sone of the

older villages, aro perrenently sedentary; and much of the ocul=-
tivation belongs to, and is ocontrolled by, nonadd.

Tho result is that nomad Bedovins are to bo met with overyv=-
where in conzideisble numberas, and that they are the nantora of
the sitvation: and further, that all the popuvlation, nomed and
gedontary allike, hat tho inztinects of Bodouvins, Thev detost
any control, but that of tribal chiefsat they have had Verv lit-
tle experionce of a genoral organised government, the Turks hav-
ing attempted to hold the East Jordan diatricts under a regvlar
administration only since 1895; they regard inter-tribal fouds,
and arred ralds, as incumbent upon every man of snlirit, and
recognise no law in the matter but that of tho tribo: they are

well armcd, hoestile to all strangors, till these Jjustify thein=
selven, intengoly jealovs of tholr woren and property, very quick

to take oifonce, and tenaclous in revenge.

They have had mvch loss intorcourse with the ouvter world
than the Arabs of Palestine proper, and are 1lll-acocvstomed to ro-
gard €hristians oxcopt as an inferior order of beings. - It cen-
not ba realised too cloarly in advance that they do not doslre
any government but thelr owm, and do not apprsciate the blecaings
of any sottled government whatovors The chlef difficulty llke-
lv to arise with thom, however well we oonduot ourselves, will
epring from their instant conviction that we have oome to atay - -
and lmpose mettled government on them from without,

sherif Feilsal, soting for the King of the Fe)az, has not de-
finitoly onrollod any tribes north of the SALT-AMHAN line: but he
has onrolled moast of thoese to the Sovth of it. Too mueh rellanco
must not, however, be placed on tribes, which have been enrclled,
oxpecting or welooming Britich co-operation. Thew.are remote
fror any point at which. British and Sheriflans have beon seen to-
gether, and are probably imperfectly informed of the natuvre, real-.
ity, and obJects of the alllancé between v,

The tribes likely to be ericountered on our prupdned line of
advance are those i=- ‘

At the outset, immediately acrosa Jordan, only wandering
tonts of ABEIDIYAH, SAWAHRI, and ABID HMIRIA, emall, non-fighting
tribes of the Ghor, which can be disrcgarded. '

On the first of thdé plateav, or before, sorme elements of tho
large vody of small tribes, Ikmown generally ez the BELQAWIYAF.
The moat important are the ADWAN, whoase permanent Chief, SULTAN
ALI DIAB, has some auvthority over all the Belgawiyah. Fe and the

. ADVAH are dofinitely cormitted to Sherif Foisal's cause, and have
already rendercd help to iiajor Lewrence in a reconnalssance, and
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they will be frdendly ctfully treated. Thelr oh lives at
FRSBAlN, about 20 mil&ﬁigﬂg%h of SiLT, and Eﬁﬂ”ﬁU@HiiE%#ghﬂuld, if

posaible, be referred at once to him. The tribe hal several
gaub—tribaﬂ, to onb of whioh a man may B&y he belongs withovt meN=——
tioning tho maln trive. If he should ppeak of the SALIH, tho

NILR, the ASSAF, the KATD, the THAWABIYAH, Or the JUI'RAN EL ABID,
ho ie of .tho ADVAI, and all right. It is not guite cortain
whother two other tribes, the AJARIA, and the GHAW. AT, both to

be expected in the Ghor, on tho right of the 1line of our parch

vp to the Plateau, aro 2ither enTolled by Feisal, or controllod

by Svltan All Diab. But, in any 0asd, thoy would not be formid-
able, the latter's tribes sontrolling the local gitvatione.

patrols from a rwch fLronger tribe than any of theso, the
BENI SAKFR (SUKHUR) may be oncovntered anywhore on the road. Thls
tribo has long bcen in tho habit of lovying tolls on the Joricho-
Apman road, and will bo on the look~oute. Ordinarily it is at en-
mity with the Adwan, but it has beon sworn in for wmervice with
sherif Foisal, and haf agrood for theo time to keen a truce with
his other Arabs. It had two or three thouaand men ready to help
nim & month ago, should he 00RO north, and it ha-= alroady taken
part in attacks on tho Rallway, and acooptod Feisal'a subsidy.
It shovuld, therefore, b0 friendly, and ill probably not apboar
in strongth unlenss definitely sent by its chiofa to co-operate
7ith uvs. ton of the 7RBEN section of 1t (Chiefs HMIFNAE KALAAN
and HETMEL) aro nost 1ikcly to bo mels put the BFEKEISH Sectlon

may also come out (Chiefs NUMlAN EITAX of tho BISHIR clan; FAHAD
DEIFALLAE of the ZEIDAN; HADITHA EL KHUREISHA of the TRSEAN,6tc )
Thle tribe is well armed, and has a fighting reputations It Day
be met with all along the road vp to AMMAN. Tho FAIZ Sectlon 1is

tho loaot likely to be friendly..

Further on, South of SALT, coneo the ABBAD, in and arovnd WADI
aTR. Theso are reported tO gC with the ADUAN. They aro a sirong
(some 1,000 fighting ren) but sedentary tribe. . Beyond thin point
up to Amman, tho Boni Sakhr arc the only other Araha likely to
appoar on the right of our advancoe -

The abﬁva—mantinnad triboa includo all that have to bs con=
siderod as far souvth as t{ADEBA, WwhoOse populatlion 1s Christilan.

on the left of ovur advanod 1iee an ABBAD clan, the NUTGTHMAT,
wost of SALT; and after the iatter town, the BLNI PASAN, a very
gtrong tribe (some 3,000 fighting men) whose confederation 1s
gaid now to extend northuvards to the FAURAN. Its chiefs have
been in communication with the Shorif, but the tribe has not been
gnrolled ye¢t, OT subsidised. Tho Turks roegard 1it, however, an
disloyal to thom. It is on tho fence, and requires careful w * '+
. 5 hsudling ~tould it be encounterod. It has not been prepared
for toe sppeavence of British trocps, and will not roadily co-
operaite W.ti thom. But, if. properly approeched, it ahouvld remaln
neviizl &t “he wersb. 1,8 sub-tiibes are KUIALILA, RASHIDAT , AilUSH,
VASHLASEA, SHUHA, 2IVUD, ATETii, and GEAZTTALAH.

aALT town iteelf has abovt une.thtrd Christians in ite pnﬁu—

L
lation of; suprerinately. 16 .000. Thege chr'osians are of a very
Arab Hypa. hauosy 3 phinzucahivuse at ed.ghh KIUm pecouins. The
Hosien meJolling L8 rg pouel Nl fernk oL, Bud, beling @ trading
. GOTMULLT LY » o8 1iE9ly ©o We L2070 L. rive the-Rodnatin fornuures. of

4ts character should ot be Lost sighy of, and sreat cura ahovld -
- ST / - " ,
be . takon about not SLILKing sen (a daeadly ineult, always, if pocse
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ible, .mnged?;'“m&not‘inbermrmg‘mth WOomon e

nHHAH, l1ike aome ﬁmail villagaa nesr by, containsBGirocana=-

© Yans (Tnhﬂrkaﬂﬂ) soloniste of highor social stondard than the

1.

Arabs, lndustrious and brave, but very pro-Turk andvfiﬁigiii_
ngirf younger ron have boen 8o largoly draftaiﬂﬂwiatul e
rasulafnggzi?ry hy-thﬁ-Turkﬁjfthigan?:igaziiidrgi, s woll une

- wi, inclugive NI W y |
s ?tOGD 'EEE$ aE;aE Circassiang are gorving iﬂiahaizalzg
g:rimént ;nw in the area of the 8th Army Ogrpa, i ‘EIRZAyBEY
brgught up for the dﬂféﬂ:ﬂ- gih:gihizidﬁitﬂﬁgﬂnat et whé

_ [ ¥ : X |
gggtgigzzgggdfii;fha?ﬁzaa'ngianiutn: and ﬂthar.cirﬁqaﬂianﬂ

+lgnd Turkmans will uertainly.ba_hﬂstilﬂ to ud,

Tt 1e poasible that eowo othor small BEL%ﬁgrfﬁﬁdzzézgﬂr
1iving ruuna HESBAN, may appear On the 1linc oif our ;

- " Thoy are
anes should be kuptﬂin nind. \
o t?iﬁﬁgﬁiﬁ tgiézanBDULLﬁH EDEIS EL-HﬁTAéEﬁP} IEE; h:{g
ggﬂa%al gub-trivos, the DAVAZIN, NIJADAE ana I }

NDI; MUNAIBAH, DAWAT
AGU SITTA EL~WANDI; tho METAIBAH, s
gﬁﬁﬁﬁnﬁiin, vnder chicfeg ofvhon EID EL«~MAHDI andihLI EL SEAK
ATRA are the most important. - _

| . under IBﬁhHiﬂ ELe
DA, allies of the Ghananat , un 5 _
- TKHAHﬁg§i4Y§§gIna;r Mount IJebo.  Thoy havo sub ;rihea, thﬁ
SEARUQIYIN and tho QUREIﬂIYIR- _

The SHAVAKRLE and UARASHDAE are only likoly %0 ba.mag by
a foroe approcching WADEBA«: |

| ‘ AIMAN, some ine
1atter part of the advance, nNear AN
de Enggnthirﬁ%s, bﬂgznging to small tribgaf mnqgiiniiztgf v
bﬁgonﬂ the rallway to sast and north, maj E;ﬁan oo ey
most to be oxpoctod aro the AGHSALAT, and the AENI |

will probably be friendly. ;

]
il
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AJLUN. spARARI Family - The ohlof fanilly. BALAD EL SEARAIRIA -
Mombor of Distriet Council. Rich and reepactod. s

AMMAN A Oirceseisn colony, thoroughly Tuvrkish 1n sentirent.
The chief of tho two-principal fanlllea areo i=
MIRZA Boy = Strongly pro-Turk.
NMOFAMED ALI Bey, who jolned in attack on Oanal in 1915
and was nade a tiajor in the Turkish Armv,

DERAA  MAFAMID fanily - 800 /700 persons.

FADHIL EL MAH/ID - 50 Chief Sheikh, Fecad of livnicl-
pality. Rich norchant. Trustod by pecplos _
8ATD EI, ABBAS EL MAFAMID - 68, rich merchant, inflvential

800
MESALMI fanilv -~ ¥PP perdons.
ALT YUSEF BI LESALMI =- 55/60. Membor of Distrioct Council.
ABDEL RAHMAN BL AFED BL MESALMI - Menber of tunicipality

KRAD family « Kurd famlly.
EL JABIR EL KRAD - 50/585  Chief. Rich,

JAVAIRI family .
MUFLEE EL JAWAIRI - 35. Chief. Diroctor of Tolcgraphe.

EER‘U{ - HOSLHIS.

e MUTALI family.

ASAAD Bey. = Formorly Kanikam of ALEPPO. Appointcé
acting livtossarif of Kerak, Dec. 1916

QuETKE KADER MUJALI =~ 45/60 Usually reforred to as
sholkh ol keshalkh. His father was hanged by Turks.
Bedvin in character, Reported thorovghly Anglophil and
ant i=-Turk,

RUFLIFAN EFF. WUJALI ~ 38/40. Hoad of Municipality. Rich
and somowhat Turkiped. Not intclligont. Probably pro=-sSho-
rif.

TAUFIK BEY HUJALI = %0/35. 1Influontial. Formerly M.P,
spoaks Turkish ao woll aa Arablc. Reported pro=Shorife.
Haes been to Egypt.

c S Se

There aro sevoral important Chrietlan famillies about
KERAK, all Greok Orthodox. Thoy aro vory Areb in char-
soter, brave and independent. The mon aro goni-nomadic,
leaving their families in KERAK, and following thelr

’ flocks at oertain sansons of tho year. The moot l1lm=
portant are the SUNAA family (0hiof - Boutros Eff, [s.
Sunaa), the KOUSSOUS family (Chief ~ IBRAHIII EL KOUGSSCUS
and the ABU SHREIHA family, (Chief - SALANI IBN SALIL
ABU SHREIHA).

MA Ao
Entiroly Christian (Greok Orthedox). Tho moat inportent
families are tho SUNAA family mentloned above, tho
SHWAHAT family (Chief = YAKUD ES SHEVAFAT, Esed of Muni-
part II) | ' = 11 =
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| cipality), tho ABDULLAF family, the TAWAL famlly (Chief -
IBRAHTI: BT TAWAL), ond tho AZAIZI fanily (Chlef - EANUA IDH

FARAF BL AZAIZI). -
« pany of tho nonborasof thoso femilia arc renortod oxllod.

SALT «
TN.3ULSI fomily. This famlly of over 80 porsonages 1s tho most

-flvuentiel Hoslen family in SALT. Fricndly to Chri«tliand.

wAJS HOFALED NABULSI -~ %5. Head of fanlly. roported a geod
charactor and iniluontial. |
AAJJ FOX NABULSI = about A5 yoars. S5on of. tho. abevo, ond tho nexi
‘loading men in fomily. Largo landowmer at FEZBAN. Rich and

very influential, lLiomber of Distriot Council. '

BAJS FARSZ NABULSI =" about 40 yearos Brother of the abovo.

ARDEL RAZZAL family. A largo and inportent famlly of adbout 3
brothers. A branch of tho TOHAN fenilly of NABLUS.

ALA ED DIN ABDZEL RAZZAK. 40.' Chief of famlly. Ioenbon of the

pistrict council. lorchant-dealing with Boduings. .
TP ED DI¥ AEDEL RAZZAK ~ 45. Brother of above.

SOLIEIAN ABDEL BAZZAX = 30, Rieh gonslblo and influontinl.

fPE AT farilwe . e |

AL ED ADDLL ITEDT ILTISIUAT. 40 pro-Turk. Solf dooking and
ablc. Powocrol friend of SHEKIR AEDLAN. Offored to raiso
1,000 horgo~rmen Tor the Turks from SALT, vt fallod. CGreatly

dictrusted by SLLT poonle. Forn received many desorations
fron Young Tvrka. Eevortod in disfavour,now, and probably doe-

pel’."'tad.a
PUTLAK IBN MUPLER ILTISEAT - 40. Ansistcd above.

T T o RN B _N_ B

AWALLEE fanily, :

MOHAMED IBY BUSEIN EL YUSHF AVAMLEF - 55. Anti-Turk. MNembor
of district Covnoll.

ADIB IBN KAID AWALLEE - Cousin of above. Pro-Turk,

e - s e

PAWAIR familv = Large clan of perhabaz 5,000, Lombors rich
and influentiale. Political vicws unIhom, probably anti-Turk,

~EIY T I I B_0 B __}

NUTAR family
BL ABED ABU NUWAR = 35. Rich morchant and landowmer. Fas good
name .

ARDEL KERIi{ ABU NUWAE ~ 25. Brothor of abovo. Dircctor of
Agriovltural Bawk,

W W S ey S SR e

BAMUD fanily ~ Lend and stook ovmers with considerable local
influvende. -
NIMR IEN HAJJ E..iUD = Fead of family., Foad of iivhlcipwlity.

Part 1I) = 12 =
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theroforo ne¢ grain supnlics can bo cxpocted Lrom then.
Thi- tribc, though tho- have onovgh groain

GRLGK ORTHUD HUD‘ 23 | ~
ABU. JaBR family - ozt izmortant Christian fanlly in SAIT.

Ovm lands at YADUDLF on Felaz Kallway a3 well a2 at SALT.
Priendlv witl: Arab tribaec and vory hosditablc.

SulLIi: .EIBUI JﬁBR - 65, 1’084 oL fﬂrﬂil‘rl

SATD IDI FAREAN ADU JABR - $5. Dost oducatod and most go-

ahaodl of familv.
RO AT CATHOLICS. - ¢

BISVARA Toanlly - Hnlntnd to ADU JABE familv. Stuvrdy cul-
tivatorse. LHeported Pranoophilc.

SALTI RISHARA = 50 Fond of fanily | Inflvontianl,

BARVA BISIVAIA « BEdventod in Sritzorlands Fan o £a1m noar

JIZAF. . |
g SULKKAR fcﬁ"lil‘}"t = | -*

“U UP &8 SUKIVAL ~ 80e Movortod to be richest man in SALT.

| r he spiteblo and influgntial buvt cauvtioua, Vory Arab

in sontiment. Heported Franoophilce i1~ son, IDRAFII, wasn
cduvented, mgninjt his fathor's wishes, at anorican Collogo,
Boyrovth, bhr Sir Joha Gray I'ill, @

Part IIl
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SUPPLEMENT TO PART II - EAST OF JORDAIX,
T A T L S T T e

o~ = e T e | e S — ]

PERSONALITIES in the HAU RAN.

_____ e e e e g il e S PRSEPRS Sg w aa

AEBRE. - Shoikh SELIL PASHA EL ATRASH. Population ¥2006. Drus=c &
Ohristian.

AIN JENNI - Chiof family MANEHANYEH. Population 1500./2060.
AJLUN.~ Shoikhs aALEN M, KHELEIF (Moslem).THELJI KHALIL (Cheistian).

ANJARA. ~ Chief Christian MAHSWYD SELIIi (Francophile) Population 1680
*  {Christian and lioslem)

BASIR ~ Sheikh WMUSTAPHA EI, LOIE.

BOSRA ESKI SHAM =~ Capital of KAZA-~ Prinsipa) famlly, EL MUKDAD.

: = Sheikh, MANSUR EL KHALIL, whose brother SAAD ED
DIN, is a deputy at CONSTANTINOPLE. They aTe
pro-Sherif.

DUSR EL HARIR, - Population 1200. Chief family - HARAIRI (the
chief called ALI EL AFMED 1lives at SHEIKH MISKIN).

DUWEIRIB, El - Population 8 /700 (DPruse snd Christian) - Shelkh,
FAKHR~ED-DIN.

EZPA - Capital of KAZA. population 800 (Christian, with some Moslems)
Shoikhs: NAZZAL EL OBEID (Christian), JILAN JABARAT (Moslem).

GEARAYE, El - Population Druse, with some wich Christlans. Shelkh
SULTAY BEY EL ATRASH, very independent. He refused
preaonts sent him by JEMAL Pasha.

GHAZALL o - Population 1500 ~ 2000 (Moslem - the sAABIYEH) Sheikh
IBRAHIM SELTE.

HIT, El - christian population.
HOSN, El - Population 8000 . (part Ohriqtinn, pert Moslem) Sheikhs :=
NICOLAS -EY. GHAIMA amd SELIM ES SALTTI (Christian) OKLA EL
MOHAMED and MAFLUD EL FEREISH (1ioslenm) .

IRBID - Cepital of KAZA. Rich country. Notables :- BEIT FARKUA
- (Christian family) MUSTAPHA EL mEJAZI and SALEF MUSTAPHA
(1oslem).

JILLIN - (towards JAULAN dictrict) Land beclongs to Jews, but they
are not domiciled thereo.

JEDAR = Population Christian. cheikh NEJIR EL IIATEM. Speaks Froneh
and Turkish.

JERASH - Capital of Nahle. Population 1000 (Circasaian) Sheikh
. SHEVKET Bey.

I
et
|l
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EATR, Ei - Populaticn Druaee with somo Christians.

L]

KATRINJL = population Moglom 'snoikh (of family of . FEREIFAT) vory
influvential.in JEBSL ATTUN »

i e e . 1 —— 5 S il (—

EHﬁLEHﬁL,Ellu Population 860 = A1H00 - DIUED. sheikh SELIM EL
: MEGHWES . ' ~
EE&F&E&." Popvlatinn 1500'(Ghriﬂtiﬂua) Shaikhe 3 SAKR EL KHURI
and 0UQ BL HEKTAMI.

KISWE - Population 1500 (lionlom)

ILBEJA, Bl ~ Tho country 1= of lava formation and difficult of accnass.
Tho Arab population 1s independent. The chiocf tribe 1¢
+ho SALUT of which tho Sholikh wAUZ has died in oxile, hic

brothsr, FAIZ EL CHESEIN, succeeding him. FAIZ has vialy
od the Sherif, and acted as his secretary, and was sont
by him to HAURAN and LETA on special missions. - 8o far 'a:
18 known FAIZ 1s ardently pro-sherilT. RO is not the rea
Ohiof of tho SALUT, howevor. nhe Chisf 1s SAZDDIN, who
has boon in rovolt mors +han onco. PFALZ wa< gducabed &l
Jonstantinople and spoaks French. He held an offlcial
appointmont before ths: war, his brother recoives w1lo &
month from tho Turkish Govornment. The second Chief of
+he LEJA is SAID-ED-DIN ABU eLEIMAN, who roceives £1000
a month from tho Gove rnment .

g,l:,-l

IISKIN, SHEIKH. = Capital of lahle. Population 2000 (HARATRIEH).

e

MURASRAS = Population DrusCe. In the Wadi LIWA the Drudgoz 870 PoOT.
In all Druse villages thoroc are =omec Christl=:ms. :

MUSTRIBE, EL - Population moslomns. Inhabited chiefly bz tho ZAABTYFW
' whoso principal Shelkhs aro at REMTE and TAITIDZL.

~JAXWITE - Population tiosler. ‘
NAWA - Rlch grain district. Population 4/5000 Moslom. Shoikh = MUTLAYN
EL MADIB. FHo revoltod against Turkish government and killod
60 goldiers who triod GO raks his grain by forco. TO 08LARC
tho Turks ho fled to JEDEL DRUSk. Fis family haes beén ozxllcd
to BRUGSDA. :

RAKHAM - Population 1 to 2000 (Chrintian). ©heikh - FAZA KANDIL.

RENTE, BX - Population 7,000 (Moslem with some christians. Shelikhs-
FAWAZ, MAF UD BL AWMED, ALI.
SAAD, Shelkh - pPopulation :- People who came to the FAURAN with
: : ' IBRAHILI Pasha. * St 2

SALKHAD =~ Capital of Nahio. population 400 (Druse and Chrietian)
| csheikh = NESIB EL ATRAEH »

- SAMME ~ population Cathollc carlhtien. Shelkh = ISHMATL, MEIDEH.
SHUHBA - capital of Nahlo. population DRUSE. Sheikh ~ EL AWAMREH

SUWEIDA, El - capital of KAZA. Barracks for troops. Population
%7/8000 (Druso with some Christlans, VOTUY DPOOT) -

- & T A e v T 6 U e P s, A 41 A s NET
She il Thwi Ll BREY L AlLsCile
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aUF - Populaticn 2000 (Moslem and christian): Shcikh ABDEL AZIZ
——— (

kATD (very intolligont).

"

TAIYIDEH, Bl. = Population 1000 (Loslsm withr some Christiansg).

=y

. o N e n ad - . ---*-':? T 1
TIDNEH - Popuvlation woslome shoilkh KLEIR IBN YUSEF ED SFERARDEER.

Sy e G P
UMl WELED - Popuwlation %00 (Rifai woalem) Shoikh AFITED ER RIFAIL..
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AABASHI. ~ SALBH 2c¢sssee ONO of tho Lukhtars, 18 reported as a
= modorato and simple mal. 3
s es SHAUGEL 1¢ also & ilukhtar, and it saild to ho vory
migchievous and a "factour ae troubles,"

FABLEH - SLITIMAN w1, ABD WI, KADUR, 40, and LUSTAPHA EL ABDEI, HADI.
=SS voery influential and anti-Turks

EARIS. - SALLH JABAL L. Influential ant l~Turke.

e —— i —— —
i i e R e

TRTAH - EL SUKHARI, 40 youra of ago, the tiukhtar of the villago,
—EEEE ig reported as a had charactcls
FL, ADRD SFALABY, 50 years of age, 1ls o merchant, He 1is well
roportod on.

JAYOUSH -~ HASSAN TALDAL, B0 years of ago 1~ favourably roported On.

_—ﬂ—“—-_-‘-‘

JEMMAIN - MCOHAMED EL HAJ ASSAD end his brother ABDULLAF BEL, SAID -
moms=Es influential and ant i-Turke :

JINSAPUT - Sherif EL WATIMUD AHLAD = influential, pro-English.

e i W i, iy e M
. S e S S g

KAFAT -~ ABD=ALLAR ABU AYAEH, very influentlal and rathor anti=-Turk.

. — - i ——

KALANBALWEL = MOHALLED EL NATCUR, S50 years, ig roported to te & gquint
SES e and upright man.

CALKILIEH. = YUUIS IBN ALAR EL ARSAT - pro=Turk,
momm==m===  JOAR ESH SEARTL family =~ pro-Turk.
SAMARAE IBN YUSSEF ABU IDRAH % S _
A IATLUD IPN RAZD EL EASIN ) P77 English.
aALTE HILIAL, 40 years of ago, is reported as a "bad
charscter." Pro-English.

KAROUN. - OilAR BL HAJd AFMED, 45 years of age, & nativo of YAROUN 1s
mE=EESE favourably reported on-

KARYET HAJJEH. - ABDEL SAIID MUSTAPHA, 35 years of age, and HUSTAPHA .
S S EEEEES EI. BATTAII, 45 years of age, ore Nukht.rs of the vill-
D.EE » They are favovrably roported, ond are stated
to he poOre

XEFR ABUSH - AHMER acceasy 35 years of age, ‘ukhtar of the villago, 1ls
s mmmmmm==  unfavovrably reported on.
MAEMOUD KEALAF 1s favournbly reported One

El; KEFR, oOor = Thore are two factions wdoer (1) ABDUL SLIEMAN and
. KRFR EL DIK (2) MUHAWAD EL SAILD. (1) are anti-Turk. (2) former
mem—ar s ime T TERITID PI‘D—-TUI‘I{H are now vndeclided.s ;

KEFR AIN. ~ ISHAIN WUSSA, 59, and AFMAD ABU FAMAD are leadere Of
SEEES S SRS +wo rivel parties, but both pro-Dritiah.

KEFR J SMiAL = MOFALMED SULELIAN, 45 youre of apge, Mvkhtar of the vill-
—_E S e age, is reported as a Poor man of good characior

KEFR KADDUM.- ALZI MOBALIIED, 45 years of age, 1ls very favouvrably re-
e e e pgrtad OTls

i
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_ XRFR KULLIN ~. ARTEL YOUSEER, lfukhtar. inflvential anti-Turl,

—— e — - —

&

KEFR SABA - IHASDAN I3 WALYIAL, 45 yoars of age, sald to have beon
SRS +he richost mon in tho village, has apparently lost
congidorably during the war.
qussaIy ILAM, 52 yeaIrs of agc, was chiofl tax-collector
for tao dlstrict. e ia fovourably roported oOn.

"R KASIM -~ MUHAMMED KMALID , INRIS IDBN NI, SHEILH ABDULLAH ABD
=== s i, HAFID, &li influential and pro-English.

KUR - ARDEL RAHIMN EL JAOUSY, 65 years, jg the richecet man in the

=== KAZA of TUL KERALL. Ilo hag bLecn accussd of murder, but na
rage wad provod agoinst him. e is reportaed to he of good
characca™, '

URAWA TBN ZBID - MUSTALTIA DABUD and HALDAN MALUKH, both influen-
s s S i tianl and anti-Turk. -

“UZAH - 014 tukhtar ODI DL aARUH, influential, pro~British.

iy G —— - —

rL, MATTINE - EL ARAKI, 40 years of ago, tho tiukhtar of the vill-
e e ngo 18 favovrahly roportod Or.

JEEDA - OSMAN BAMAW of KUUSASH fomily and UITRAL HAJ NIJIK, hoth
=== influontial and anti-Turk.

VIS-HA - DRiS Bl AWAD, 50, and hils unelo ABD ALLAF EL ABDEL HAFID.
==  Influential. Friendly 10 British.

MEZRAH - BUSSEIH ARU METEAT and Sheikh BAKIR EN NUBANI influential

= Daﬂt 0t U Uir-'-iﬂ »

MISHI. - HASSAN SEEBAITA, 50 ycars of age, and ALI RAHLAN, 55 years
=== of ago, are hooh favovrably roeported On,

ARLIIT = osesee-000eLlDIT ORLAN, 55 yoars of apge, & local notablo, is

e favourably repOruod Ol
ghief ncuobles t- ABDUL RANL AFFVT and Sheikh ABDUL RANI,
(brothors), and ABIUL wADIR EL ZCR. Anti-Turk. .
p— - NSLER
Shiiesnal - The thiee brochors HAJ ABMAD ISISLN, 7O50F ISMAIN, and
N S P ITRRAELN ISMAIN, influentciel iooaliye. Anti-Turk. They

| . MR ) +e e e i | & A .
boleng to Hhe DAR ADU EIJLEH Temi.iys

KT - MAEWUD ABU DAWER, 46 years ol agojy iz unfavourably ro=
e pe rtod CIle.

SURTAH =~ OMAR EL HA) 8AID, 40 years of ago, 1 favourably roport-
el 4 2 0d ONe

TAIYIBEW - ABDEL RAHIM ISMAIL, S50years of age, in the eldect brother
memee—==  of ABDEL RAIMAN EL HAJ IBRAHIM, and of cimilar bad roput -
:_'_-tj.. Ol =
ahoikh HASSAN MANSOUR, 50 yeart of age, 1o reported on an
o gimple and gooOd MAlls

Il
N
I
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TTIREH -~ IBRAHIN SAMARA, 60 years of age, is reported an a mis-
wmo=—= chievous, bad character.
NEJEGB ABDRT, MANNAN, 38 yeara of age, member of thc Ad-
minintrstivo Councll of TUL KERAM, 1s nald to have under-
gone a period of two years imprisonmont for theft.

TUL KEERAM ~ MOHAMMED BIL, JABALI, 38 years of age, momber of the Ad-

EEESSS minigstrative Council, and one of the principal mon of
the distriot, 1ls reported as a man of bad condvct, but

of some influcnco. -

MOBAMUED HANNOUN, 60 vears of age, member of theo Admin-

jobtrative Qovneil, and is well reported on, and 1w

anid to be of gcod chearacter.

URIF - IPRAHIN IBN OMAR BL INR (ex-Government omployeo) Strongly
= pro-Turk.

VYASUF - ABDUL FAMID - very rich inflvential anti-Turk

.L.'_.-.ﬁ

ZAWIELD -~ MUSTAPHA SHAKUR.HASSAN ABU FAKERI and MUEAMAD EL ATTSSEN

el et inflvential and anti-Turk.
ZTH LT

7RTTA =~ Sheikh ABDUL BAKI EL ABD EL HAK, pro<English.

Il

H)
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SECRET. No. 1.

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

ENEMY TERRITORY.

18th March, 1918.
EVACUATIONS.

An agent reports that he heard at the end of February five days’ notice had been
given to the inhabitants to evacuate Nablus.

As showing how the evacuation of a distriet is carried out by the Turks, the
following orders, handed over by Khalil Bey, the late Mudir of Jericho, are of interest :—

“(1.) Each Division is to select a Military Committee which is to co-operate with
the elders and heads of villages.”

“(2,) HBach person will be issued with 10 days’ rations. The population will only
take away cattle which have young, or are about to bear young. The remainder of
their possessions and cattle will be transported later by Military Authorities, and
rer:ei;;mts, taken from the elders of the villages, will be kept.”

“(8.) The transport of household effects being at present impossible, these must
be collected together and a depot opened in each village. These effects will be forwarded
later. A few villagers must be left behind to guard them.”

“(4.) The penalty for misconduct (e.g. pillage) is death.”

“(5.) The population must move to Jenin by mule tracks between the Jordan and
the Nablus road. The Mudir of Jericho is responsible for their safety, and must
telegraph to Jenin the number of persons coming there.”

-*(6.) Tt is strictly forbidden for anyone to pass through to the enemy lines with-
out a special pass from Army Corps Headquarters.”

“(7.) The move will commence on the morning of 5/1/18 and be complete by the
evening of 7/1/18.”

An Arab Christian, who left Nablus on 8rd March, states that all German archives
that were in the town, have been removed to Damascus. All Armenians have been
deported.

A refugee from Sel Wad (16 miles N. of Jerusalem) states that the population of
Sel Wad had been evacuated to the North by the Turks.

HEALTH.

An agent reports that all the hospitals in Aleppo were recently full of sick and
wounded, and most of the wounded were now being sent to Adana. There was no
contagious disease there, but the sick were suffering from hunger and lack of clothing.

A prisoner of war, captured on 5/3/18, states that the Armenians in the Homs-
Hamah area are in.a deplorable condition. Typhoid and Typhus are both prevalent
ammong them. There is no Cholerw or plague in that area, however, and it is the opinion
of this informant that the health of the country, generally, is good.

A Prisoner of War, once a doctor in the Turkish Army, supplies the following
medical details regarding the health of the troops. During the winter of 1917, about
100 typhus cases were daily admitted to the Hospital of Infectious Diseases 1n

k Damascus. About 50% died the day they were admitted, and 25% during the course
of the disease. All those who were very much run down were, on discharge, sent on
leave. About 10 cases per diem of other diseases (including scurvy) were admitted to
the same hospital. Of these, 25% died, one half were given long leave on recovery and
the remaining 25% returned to their Regiments. Most of the cases suffering from
these diseases came from the Hejaz Expeditionary Force. In the summer of 1917,
cholera broke out amongst the troops around Damascus, about 20 cases being reported
in this hospital every day, As a matter of fact 75% of these supposed cholera cases
turned out to be chronic dysentry, and the remaining 25% cholera. The mortality was
small. Malaria has always been rampant in the Damascus area, and the mortality
was 5% of the cases.

With regard to the health of the Civil population in the vilayets of Damascus,
Beyrout and Aleppo, he states that lack of nourishment has reduced physical resist-
ance to disease to a minimum During the winter of 1917, 60% of the population had
typhus of whom 80%, mostly men, died. The population of the following towns
suffered most from typhus (the names are given in the order of the extent to which the
towns suffered) : Aleppo, Beirut, Homs, Hama and Damascus. Enteric broke out
in 1917 and the deaths were about 5% of the cases. There were slight cholera out-
breaks in Damasecus, in the summer of 1917.

An Arab prisoner of war captured on 9/8/18 states that the general hesith in
Northern Syria has considerably improved, and he is of the opinion that reports
recently given of the ravages of various diseases are exagerated.

A German prigoner of war who has recently been in Constantinople, gives it as his
belief that the health of the Turkish Army is good on all fronts owing to German san-
itary discipline.

A prisoner of war, captured 1/8/18, states that there are no serious epidemics in
the Army or among the civil population. Venereal disease is rife.
RELATIONS BETWEEN TURES AND GERMANS.

Two German prisoners of war, captured on 8/8/18, stated that such German
troops as there were in this country were not on good terms with the Turks, and that
disputes were of constant occurence.

A deserter, recently arrived at Mejdel, states that the Turks are incensed at the
Germans garrisoning Damascus with German troops. He bears witness to the bad
feeling existing between Germans and Turks. '

| i
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A prisoner of war, captured 5/38/18, states that in Syria no one hesitates to
blame Germany for the present situation of the Turkish Empire.

A German prisoner of war, recently captured, states that the feeling between
Germans and Turks was good in Constantinople.

A prisoner of war, captured 1/8/18, states there is no chance of a revolution in
Turkey as German influence is all-pervading.

A prisoner of war, a private and native of Constantinople, states that the Germans
are liked in his district and looked upon as the saviours of Turkey.

THE COMMITTEE OF UNION AND PROGRESS.

A prisoner of war, captured 5/8/18, states that the opposition party to the Com-
mittee of Union and Progress, having been broken up by the Military Party can hardly
be said to exist. The mere mention of the names of the leaders of the Opposition
Party is enough evidence to cause a man to be tried by a Military Court. Up to the

{ present, no dissensions are noticable in the Committee of Union and Progress. Its
members are more united than ever : they encounter no serious hindrance, and can carry
out with impunity any idea they conceive, whether beneficial or detrimental to the people.

A Germ&n prisoner of war, recently captured, declared that the presence of the
guns of the “Goeben" had been a factor in maintaining the Committee of Union and
Progress Government, and also uniting the conflicting elements as represented by
Enver, Talaat and Jemel respectively. The Committee of Union and Progress can
rely on the proletariate, but not so much on what corresponds to the middle class of
other nations which is represented by a considerable number of deputies in the Turkish
Parliament. An organised Opposition Party cannot be said to exist. Jemal is the
strongest member of the Government. He represents German influence. Pan-Islamism
was no longer a cry, and the Pan-Turanian movement was too fantastic to succeed. He

regarded the present Turkish Government as stable, chiefly for the reason of “ faute de
mieux,”

Another German prisoner of war, recently captured, states that although the fall

of Jerusalem created depression in Constantinople it had not decreased faith in the
Committee of Union and Progress.

RELATIONS BETWEEN TUREKS AND ARABS.

A prisoner of war, captured 1/3/18, states that all the men in his battalion and
regiment are now Turks. Formerly there were about 800 Arabs in the Regiment, but
most of these had deserted and those who were left, about 100 in number, were employed
in Transport. Their loyalty was not trusted in the firing line.

A prisoner of war, captured 9/12/17, states that there are two main classes of
Arabs, the Syrians who are enlightened, and the Bedouins who are barbaric. @ The
Syrian Arabs can be subdivided into Christians and Moslems. Before the war, the
ambitions of these two classes of Arabs were at variance, but the harsh treatment they
have received at the hands of the Turks during the last three years has united them in a
common determination to be quit of the Turk. The Syrian Arabs look for an independ-
ent country consisting of the vilayets of Beyrout, Damascus and Aleppo, with
Damascus as the capital. The Bedouin Arabs wish to remain as they are in tribes, pro-
vided their independence can be guaranteed by the Western Powers.

A prisoner of war, captured 5/8/18, states that all over Syria, Moslems and Chris-
tians are anxiously a.wa,ltmg the arrival of the British. The majority of the officials in
Damascus are Arabs.  Articles written in Arabic in the local press are well veiled so
that only Arabs can clearly understand them, but are in essence hostile to the Turk.

This sentiment is evinced even among the luwer class uneducated civilian portion of
the population.

A prisoner of war, recently captured, relates a personal experience which illus-
trates the bad feeling existing between Turks and Arabs. On one occasion he saw

some Turkish soldiers carrying doors away from some houses in Jericho. He jokingly
asked them if they had captured these from the British, and received the answer
“ No—but from the people who are more hostile to us than the British—the Arabs.”

From the evidence of two prisoners of war, recently captured, both of them
natives of Northern Syria, it is clear that in that distriet not much is known of the
Arab movement in the Hejaz. One of them, a sergeant, states that the people of the
Saida Kaimakamlik (20 miles south of Bﬂlrut on the co&sﬁ} never speak of the Hejaz

movement at all, and the other, a corporal, states that very little is known in the
Antioch district about this movement.

The same sergeant declares that the Arabs, Christians and Moslems are so

anti-Turk in the Saida district, that they refused to have a Turkish Eaimakam or
Turkish gendarmes.

A prisoner of war, an Arab cadet, recently captured, states that in the Beirut
vilayet, the Arabs holding important positions are pro-Turk owing to the fact that they
are receiving exceptionally large salaries. Jemal's policy was to get rid of all Arab
notables he could not rely upon.

A prisoner of war states that in the Jenin distriet (16 miles north of Nablus) the
Turks are very unpopular as the brother of a Pasha of Jenin was put to death for
his supposed pro-British leanings. Around Jenin very little is known of the Hejaz
movement. About three months ago British aireraft dropped a large number of

leaflets on the subject, but these were only read secretly, as anyone found with these
in his possession would have been put to death as a traitor.

2.
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RCONOMIC CONDITION OF THE TUREKISH ARMY (FOOD, CLOTHING, Eto.).

A deserter captured at the end of February states that there have been no boots
available for issue by the Army for the last eleven months. Yellow hide slippers tied
with thongs are issued instead and worn without socks: At Stamboul there is a greatb
shortage of leather, only the rough kinds are available. There are many cobblers, but
none who know how to make army boots. The daily army ration of bread made of
maize and barley has been reduced to 1 2/5 1bs.

A Turkish soldier, who deserted on March 4th, and who has served as an Army
Cook, gives the following details with regard to the meals of the troops :—

Breakfast at 1700—flour soup.
Dinner at 1500—barley soup. -

Troops gather herbs, which they mix with this soup. They get one loaf of bread
(doura), weighing 1 1b. per day for each two men, and no meat, tea, coffee, or sugar,
Issue of dry fruit was stopped in February.

The same informant states that there had been no renewals of clothing or boots
for many months, except seven suits per battalion. Only slippers and hide shoes are
served out.

An Arab deserter from the Hejaz Expeditionary Force states that the Army in
Arabia is very short of food, wood, clothing, and boots. The soldiers make Bedouin
shoes for themselves out of camel skin.

Another Arab, who deserted from the Turkish Army near Nablus, a month ago,
speaks of the great scarcity of leather, rubber, cloth, and petroleum stores.

THE TUREKS AND THE DRUSES.

A Prisoner of War, captured 9/12/17, states that Jemal Pasha changed his policy
of oppression towards the Hauran Druses in July of 1917, and initiated an extensive
system of bribery. He collected all the Sheikhs he could not rely upon, and bribed
them to remain in Damascus, leaving the loyal Sheikhs in the villages, but atill
continuing to give them monthly payments. Moreover, he collected all those who were
in possession of arms, bribing them £4 each in gold to remain in the town. Jemal has
not changed his policy towards the Lebanon Druses, as he considers them incapable
of serious opposition owing to their geographical situation.

A letter has been reported from Selim Pasha El Atrash, a leading Druse, proposing
a Sherif-paid force of 600 Druses to take over the Turkish Police Force of Suweida
(25 miles N.E. of Deraa). The Turks were not to know the Paymaster, but presumably
were also to pay the voluntary police. The Druses are getting foodstuffs from both
sides and are well content. There are about 7,000 fighting men, but there does not
seem to be any commanding personality among their Sheikhs, who are legion.

A doctor in the Turkish Army, prisoner of war, states that the Druses before the
war, especially those of the Lebanon, were very pro-British, but were hostile to the
Christians in those districts. During the present war they have auffercd severely from
starvation, but have kept very quiet, with the result that few of them have been
deported.

An Arab prisoner of war states that the Druses of the Hauran do not eare who
rules over them so long as they prosper. At present all payments are made to them
in gold. The Arabs and Druses are on friendly terms. This is especially the case
between the Arabs in the Damascus distriet and the Druses of the Hauran.

TREATMENT OF BRITISH PRISONER BY THE TURKS.

A British C.Q.M.S. who was taken prisoner by the Turks on 25th November, 1917,
and who was set free by the arrival of the British troops, states that his clothes were
taken from him when lying on the field, but on arrival at Battalion Headquarters, an
officer had endeavoured to find out where his stolen clothes were, and not being able to
do so, had given him a greatcoat. There seemed to be a great shortage of dressings
and medical stores in the hospitals, also of food. During the 14 days that he was in

" the American Hospital in Jerusalem, he only received meat twice. Soup and bread
was the only ration received during the remainder of the time, and the boiled wheat
from which the soup was made. The Americans stated that they were unable to give
him better rations, as there would be trouble if it were found out that he was receiving
better rations than the Turkish troops. He was interrogated several times both by
Turkish and Austrian officers. During the whole of the time that he was a prisoner.
no attempts were made in any way to obtain information by threats, nor was any
attempt made to supply him with aleohol.

Thyee or four of those wounded in the same locality as himself were left to die by
the Turks, after having had their clothes taken away from them. They appeared to be
Ghurkas. He did not believe that the Turks actually killed wounded men.

He was not given any pay by the Turkish authorities, but he believes that the last
batch of prisoners had been given £10 each in paper money before being sent north.

BEHAVIOUR OF GERMAN OFFICERS IN PALESTINE.

A very reliable report has been sent from Bethlehem on the behaviour of Captain
Baron Von Perfall, a son of the Kaiser's A.D.C.. while 0.C. Motor Lorry Column in
Bethlehem, during September 1917. According to this report he placed a soldiers’
latrine in a sacred grotto, which he subsequently blew up with dynamite. He also
allowed his men to use the Carmelite Convent Cemetery as a latrine. With his own
hands he broke the seals which had been placed by the Turkish Authorities on the
doors of the Library and Chapel belonging to the Convent, and destroyed books and
furniture to the estimated value of Fr. 100,000. He ordered all the trees and vines in
an area of 80,000 sq. metres to be uprooted and destroyed, using motor lorries to pull
the stumps out of the ground. The Baron was warned many times by the Turkish
Authorities to cease from these unchivalrous acts, but the warning had no effect.

3.
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TURKISH SECRET SERVICE:

A prisoner of war supplies the following information. Jemal Pasha draws
£94,000 in gold every month for secret service work. The head of the Service is
Abdul Hamid Bey Said of Egypt. The personnel of the service consists chiefly of
Egyptian nationalists with a few Cretans, Tripolitans, Tunisians, Jews and Syrian
Arabs. The reason that the Egyptians and North Africans are preferred is that being
strangers to Syria, they are unbiassed and have no enemies. They are given passes
allowing them to circulate in a certain area, but if they are caught in the area of
Military Operations, they are arrested, as the Turks fear that they might desert to the
British. Their method of obtaining information is to make friends in coffee houses,
and report all anti-Government conversations. Their reward consists solely in exemp-
tion from Military service. They are the scum of the population, and are highly corrupt.

This informant was not able to say much concerning the Military Secret Service but
he was of the opinion that there is not any definite organisation of such. All the in-
formation the Turks received during the time they held the Gaza line was supplied by
Bedouins, who crossed over from the British to the Turkish lines. These must have -
been untrustworthy as they supplied information to both sides.

TREATMENT OF THE ALLIES IN CONSTANTINOPLE.

A prisoner of war captured 5/8/18 states that they are not molested in any way
whatever, and are allowed to move about freely. All political talk, however, is strictly
forbidden in the town which is infested with Government spies.

THE ARMENIANS.

A prisoner of war captured 5/3/18 states that the Turkish Government has ceased
persecuting the Armenians, but in spite of the cessation of Deportations, the Armenians
are in a deplorable condition, and deaths from starvation and disease are innumerable,
Armenian refugees are found in the Homs-Hamah area.

All Armenians in Nablus have been sent to Damascus. In a report from Jaffa it
is stated that the latest ramour concerning the Armenian refugees concentrated in the 2
Aleppo district is that the Government has initiated a compaign of converting them
forcibly to Mohammedanism, placing the children in Mohammedan Schools. Those
refusing are deported further to certain death.

RE-OCCUPATION OF PALESTINE AND MESOPOTAMIA.

A German prisoner of war, captured recently, stated that the re-occupation by
the Turks was known to be impossible without the assistance of the Germans on a
considerable scale, and he could not see how that assistance could be forthcoming.
He believed, however, that the Turkish Government would make every effort to main-
tain intact the Turkish dominion in Northern Syria, but he considered it quite possible
that they might be forced to abandon this claim.

ECONOMIC CONDITION OF TURKEY.

The following economic conditions are reported in the Beirut area during
February :—

Crops: On account of lack of seed and labourers only 50 or 60% of the pre-war
area is under cultivation around Beirut; at Aleppo, Hama, and Homs only 20% has
been sown.

Prices, etc.: There is a great shortage of all articles that formerly came from
Europe. Cloth costs £T10 to £T25 (paper) per metre.

Recently prices have fallen somewhat, as people who have hoarded food for SIX
months have been selling it to buy other necessaries, under the belief that the war
will not last much longer.

Wheat costs £T790 to £T105 the Kantar (=54/- per cwt.). No commercial goods
worth mentioning have come to Beirut from Europe. £T1 (paper) had risen in value
to 17 Pt., but fell again to 15 Pt.

Example of recent prices in Aleppo :(—

Oct. and Nov., 1917. Dec., 1917. Jan,, 1919.
Flonr vl Pt. 20 (coin) per rotol Pt. 45 (coin) per Pt. 45 (coin) per
(8%d. per 1b.) ......... rotol (1s. 7d. rotol (1s. 7d.
per 1b.). per 1b.). -
1 V) P Pt. 80 (coin) per rotol Pt. 60 (coin) per Pt. 120 (coin) per
(LB pior Il )y sean s rotol (2s. per 1b.). rotol (4s. per 1b.).

The above prices are very considerable, taking into consideration that 1 Pt. (coin)
is worth five times Pt. (paper).

A deserter, interrogated at the end of of February, stated that there is almost an
entire absence of metal coinage in Constantinople. The £T1 is only worth 1 mejidieh(8/7d).
The price of a loaf is 25 Pt. (coin) and a £T I note is refused if tendered in payment of
same. The civil population gets all its bread from the Army on bread tickets, one
1 2/5th 1bs. loaf for two persons.

Refugees, now in Ram Allah, state that the food problem in the Nablus area is
very acute. Owing to the seizure of animals, practically no winter crop is sown.
Wheat flour at Nablus is 16 Pt. per rotol (6 1/8rd lbs.) and at Homs 80 Pt. per rotol.

A prisoner of war a native of Northern Syria, gives the following trade prices in
Damascus for November, 1917 :—

(2% 1bs.) 1 oke of bread 10Pt.
1 oke of durra 5Pt.
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The following list of prices has been compiled from letters found on prisoners of
war during November and December, 1917 :—-

Eggs 5Pt. each. Mutton

Butter ... 170Pt. per oke (2% 1bs.) Goat TOPt. per oke.

Sugar ... 200Pt. ,, o Beef

Olive Oil ... 160Pt. 4 & Wood ARG -

Olives ... 0Pt ,, Charcoal 8Pt. ,, s

Haricot Beans 100Pt. ,, ., Soap o 160PL. - &

Brains ... 18Pt. each. Shoes 300Pt. per pair.
TAXATION.

Taxation in the Saida Kaimakamlik (20 miles S. of Beirut) 87% on pruﬂuée of land,
50% on the fig crop. The Government takes the whole raisin crop.

In the Jenin district (16 miles N. of Nablus) there has been & 50% tax imposed on
wheat, barley and other crops.

ATTACHMENT.
A note on the Committee of Union and Progress.

G.8.P.I,
G.H.Q.,

FfE-ni ¥ RlEi-.mj
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; ATTACHMENT TO POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY,
No. 1., 18th March, 1918.

THE COMMITTEE OF UNION AND PROGRESS.

The present Government of Turkey is composed entirely of Members of the Secret
Society, known as the Committee of Union and Progress. This Committee began its
career in Salonica in 1908. The members at that time were young Turkish officers
and civilians, who were discontented with the rule of the late Sultan Abdul Hamed,
and were convinced that Turkey would lose her European Provinces and be entirely
ruined unless the Sultan was overthrown, and the Turkish Constifution of 1876
restored.

Talaat Pasha, the present Grand Vizier, Enver Pasha, the present Minister of War
and Commander-in-Chief, Jemal Pasha, the Commander-in-Chief in Syria, and Rahmi
Bey, the Governor-General of Smyrna were the leading figures in this first venture.

Botween 1908 and 1908 a large number of officers of the Turkish Army in
Macedonia became infected with the ideas that governed this movement, and in July,
1908, a military revolt, beginning at Monastir, gspread rapidly through the Turkish
forces in Huropean Turkey, and the Sultan was obliged to bow before the storm. He
consented to restore the Constitution of 1876, which professed to give Parliamentary
representation and equal rights to all Turkish subjects alike.

For a very short time, the Sultan’s concessions created great enthusiasm and there
was much talk of liberty, equality, and fraternity, but at the very first elections to the
Turkish Parliament it became clear that the leaders of the Committee of Union and
Progress never intended that non-Turkish populations of the Empire should really
obtain a share in the government of the country, and much discontent was caused by
their interference with the freedom of elections.

In April, 1909, a mutiny of the Garrison of Constantinople took place, directed
against the leaders of the Committee of Union and Progress, but this was suppressed
by an Army from Salonica, which stood by the Committee. The Sultan Abdul Hamid
was dethroned, martial law was proclaimed, and all the known opponents of the
Committee assassinated, imprisoned, or driven out of the country.

Up to this time, the Committee leaders, who were mostly young and inexperienced
men, had not taken high office in the Government, but had allowed some of the elder
statesmen of Turkey to fill various cabinet posts, subject to a considerable amount of
interference from the Committee. But they now began to take a larger share in the
direct government of the country, and as the elder statesmen, who disagreed with the
Committee, were gradually dismissed, or resigned in disgust, their places were taken by
“Young Turks” of the Salonica gang, or by others who had joined the Committee after
the revolution.

Although not one half of the inhabitants of the Turkish Empire are Turks, it
became apparent that none but the Turks or those who had adopted the Turkish point
of view had any chance of a career in the public service or the army. Albanians,
Bulgarians, Greeks, Arabs, Armenians and Kurds were all harassed and persecuted if
they tried to preserve their separate nationality, customs and language, and revolts
took place in Syria and Albania against the tyranny of the Young Turks, whose aggres-
sive policy also brought them in the year 1911 into conflict with Italy on the North
African Coast, and caused the loss of the province of Tripoli, Rhodes and eleven other
islands in the Archipelago.

Matters reached a climax in the summer of 1912 with a rebellion of the Albanians,
which obliged the Young Turk Government to resign, and make way for a Cabinet of
Flder Statesmen under Ghazi Mukhtar Pasha and Kiamil Pasha.

But the Balkan states had already made a secret alliance against Turkey in con-
sequence of this ill-treatment of the Christians who still remained under Turkish rule,
and although the new Cabinet tried to avoid war by a compromise, their hands were
forced by the Young Turk element in the Army.

The Balkan War broke out in October, 1912, ending with the loss of all the
European provinces of Turkey, except a small area in the immediate neighbourhood of
Constantinople.

The Turkish defeat, and the consequent unpopularity of the Ghazi Mukhtar
Cabinet had given the men of the Committee another opportunity which they turned
to their advantage.

On January 23rd, 1918, Enver and Talaat, with a band of Committee desperadoes,
rushed the Government offices in Constantinople, killed Nazim Pasha, the Commander-
in-Chief, and set up a Committee Government, which continued the war with very
little success, Adrianople being taken by the Bulgarians on the 26th March, 1913. A
treaty of peace was signed in London on 30th May, by which Turkey gave up Adrianople,
and almost all her Buropean provinces. But towards the end of June, the Balkan
Allies quarrelled among themselves. Bulgaria was defeated by the Greeks, Serbs,
Montenegrins and Roumanians, and the Turks took advantage of Bulgaria’s weakness
to advauce under Enver Pasha and recovered Adrianople, which they were allowed by
the Powers to retain.
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This success greatly strengthened the hands of the Committee Government, which
at once set to work to reorganize the Army and to crush all opposition by executing,
imprisoning, or driving out of the country every active enemy of their policy of
strengthening the Turkish element in the Empire at the expense of the others.

In the beginning of 1914, the German General, Liman von Sanders, arrived in
Constantinople with a large staff of German Officers, and was appointed by the Young
Turk Government to effective command of the forces in Constantinople, Adrianople,
and the Dardanelles. For more than thirty years, German Officers had acted as -
instructors of the Turkish Army, and hundreds of Turkish Officers had received their
military education in Germany, where they had been taught that the German Army
~was perfect in all respects, and could never suffer defeat. At the same time, the
Young Turks hated Russia, which had defeated Turkey iIn several wars, and annexed :
large portions of the Turkish Empire, and resented the advice of England and France
to deal more generously with their non-Turkish populations, and to avoid the militarism
which was encouraged by Germany.

Public opinion, as we understand it, does not exist in Turkey. The great majority
of the people are ignorant, and obedient to any anthority. When a handful of unseru-
pulous adventurers therefore seize upon power, and appoint their friends to all the
higher commands, it is not to be wondered at that the country submits meekly until
those who have acquired supreme command in this manner are overthrown by rival
adventurers, or by military disaster.

The Young Turks of the Committee, knowing the attitude of the Entente Powers
towards Russia, gradually drifted into a German Alliance, and when the present war -~
broke out in August, 1914, the Turkish Government very promptly displayed its sym-
pathies by allowing the “ Goeben” and the “ Breslau” to enter the Dardanelles under
the German flag, contrary to the laws of neutrality, and, after 8 months preparation,
fortified with German financial assistance, finally took sides against us by attacking the
British Army in Egypt, and the Russian Fleet in the Black Sea.

Since the declaration of war, the tyranny of the Committee of Union and Progress
has quite surpassed the Autocracy of Sultan Abdul Hamid in crime and general mis-
rule. The present Turkish Government is merely the executive Branch of this Secret
Society, which is responsible for the wholesale massacre of eight hundred thousand
Armenians, for the hanging of all the leaders of the Arab movement on whom they
could lay their hands, and for the murder of many leading Turks, including the Crown
Prince, who tried to oppose them.

The only hope now of the Committee of Union and Progress lies in what remains
of the Turkish Army. By defeating the remnant we shall have the satisfaction of
stamping out one of the most abominable and criminal organisations which has ever

% disturbed the peace and welfare of Europe.

G.8.21, ‘
G.H.Q.,

B2
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# SECRET.

,  POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC INTELLIGBRGE SUMMARY.

ENEMY TERRITORY.

30th March, 1918.

COMMITTEE OF UNION AND PROGRESS.

| All prisoners hitherto interrogated seem to agree that the opposition to the Committee
is negligible, and that it would require a man of considerable courage and influence to make
any headway against the existing regime.

It is stated that the leaders of the Committee of Union and Progress are making
fortunes by monopolizing supplies of all sorts.

= From a French Intelligence source it is reported that Jemal Pasha is to return to Syria.

An officer, prisoner of war, states that jealousy exists between FEnver and Jemal. Ile
had heard a rumour that this was also the case between Hnver and Talaat. It is said that
Jemal has been secretly currying favour with certain officers in the army by favouritism
and other means. This prisoner’s private opinion was that in the event of any split, Jemal
would have the largest following.

An agent supplies the information that there appears to have been a serious breach
within the Committee of Union and Progress in December, 1917, and that this may become
more serious still unless the food situation improves and Germany is persuaded to send
reinforcements to Turkey. The real reason that Talaat went to Brest-Litovsk and to Berlin
was to regain his prestige by bringing back a peace treaty in one pocket and an arrange-
ment with the Ukraine for foodstuffs in the other.

The fact that, during the absence of Talaat Pasha, Jemal acted as Minister of the
Interior, would seem to indicate that the position of Jemal is as strong as, if not stronger
than ever, as otherwise he would not have held a post which, next to that of Grand Vizier
and Minister for War, is probably the most responsible one in Turkey at the present time.

Another agent reports that the Committee has sent special missions recently to Persia,
the Caucasus, and Afghanistan, and that the Pan-Turanian movement is still very much in
the foreground. Moreover, a very violent anti-British campaign is being organised in
Turkestan.

The following information is obtained from a German source. Enver 1s the Turk
whom the Germans trust most, while Jemal has been under suspicion. For thisreason Jemal
was sent to Germany. Since his return he is believed to have become more reliable.

An officer, prisoner of war, captured on 11th March, 1918, states that Enver is all
powerful and controls every public office.

Another Officer, prisoner of war, maintains that there is quite a considerable proportion
of the population who would be only too ready to join any movement having as its object a
Turco-British rapprochement, but they are afraid to give any sort of expression to these
predilections because they fear the agents of the Committee of Union and Progress, who
would have them banished or executed in the event of their discovery. This pro-British
sympathy is especially strong amongst the Turkish naval officers.

Having now no hope of saving Mesopotamia or Palestine, the Committee of Union and
Progress are trying todevelopthe Pan-Turanian movement, and theyare turning their backs on
the Arab element. Jemal Pasha has gone so far as to suggest that Turkey should definitely
abandon the Caliphate and work for a large Turkish Empire stretching from Constantinople
to Tibet, and not concerning itself with the Moslem spiritual world at all.

It is reported that recently the Turkish Minister, in Berne, declared that Turkey would
demand the integrity of her former Empire on the conclusion of peace, and that under no
pretext and in no form would Turkey give up the countries now occupied by the enemy.
Turkey could rely upon the Central Empires in this, because Turkey had detached Russia
from her Allies by closing the Dardanelles and had prevented Austria from being surrounded
by erecting a “ living rampart of our glorious soldiers” on the Gallipoli Peninsula. He
added that Turkey was ready to form part of the Society of Nations and to help in the
suppression of militarism. Turkey was longing for a period of rest in order to prove that
she was capable of carrying out reforms in her dominions.

TREATMENT OF BRITISH PRISONERS IN TUREKEY.

A prisoner of war, recently captured, states that the condition of British prisoners of
war in the Ras Kl Ain (nn the Bagdad railway) and Tel Helif military prisons (in the
neighbourhood of Mosul) is not very bad, but much of the supplies intended for them has
been seized by the officer in charge, one Tewfik Bey, who is said to have made £70,000 by
this means. He was sent to Damascus for court-martial, but was acquitted and promoted.
A Commission of Danish Red Cross doctors has been entrusted with the task of examining
into the condition of British prisoners, but it has not yet arrived.

Another prisoner of war states that he saw 80 British prisoners near Nablus, in
December, 1917. Almost all were barefooted, as the Turks had deprived them of their
boots.

THE ARMENIANS.

The condition af exiled A e e
compelled. i:iwurk OF ] vieh
all day long,

A prisoner of W #ptured 156th March, 1918, stated tha.t on the Caucasus front he had
had personal experlence of Armenian ﬂ.trnmtle-s a.nd that he had seen WEHE in the Mush
district fllled with corpses.

§1n Syria is reported to be pitiful. The women are
ind children, even under the age of twelve years, work

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT002806



2.

An officer prisoner of war states that since peace has been concluded with Russia, the
Armenians who had been exiled to Mosul and Deir Ez Zor are being sent back to their own
country but their treatment on the march is such that most of them succumb to fatigue
and want of food before they reach their homes.

An Armenian Priest has supplied the following details with regard to Armenian atroci-
ties perpetrated under the auspices of the existing Turkish Government. 150,000 were
massacred at Deir ez Zor where the women were turned out of the town. These female
viectims were made to dig ditches, into which, after they had been murdered, they were
thrown. They were divided into groups of 5,000. After the first group of women had been
massacred, another 5,000 were forced to bury them, and in their turn, prepare their own
graves, and so on.

The usual procedure in the sack of an Armenian town is as follows. @ The inhabitants
are marched out in a procession of several thousand persons, nearly all on foot, escorted by
gendarmes. Once clear of the town the men are separated from the women and brutally
murdered. Those who accept Mohammedanism are permitted to keep their houses and
property. When the procession arrives at a Turkish village, the gendarmes invite the
inhabitants to come out and do what they like, whereupon the unfortunate convoy is given
over to the mercy of savage Turkish peasants. Pillage, torture, public violations, and
assassinations for pleasure, these are every-day scenes. It has been estimated that out of a
convoy of 10,000 people at least 100 to 160 young women were abducted every night;
most of these, after having been submitted to the vilest treatment, were subsequently
murdered. The informant, on one occasion, saw children abandoned by their mothers, who,
being unable to carry them, had left them by the roadside. Children thus abandoned in the
Vilayet of Sivas were seized by the Turks in the neighbourbood and buried alive.

The above details, as to the methods of the Committee of Union aud Progress in
Armenia, although furnished by an Armenian, who would naturally be prejudiced, are
considered in the main reliable, and are corroborated by many other witnesses.

RELATIONS BETWEEN TURKS AND GERMANS.

A Turkish diplomat recently stated that the attitude which the Turks have now taken
ap is that if the Germans cannot bring about a general peace, the Turks cannot continue to
fight for such causes as that of Alsace-Lorraine. From another source it is reported that
in certain influential quarters in Constantinople the feeling exists that if the Germans wish
to continue the war they must use their own troops to fight the British.

The following paragraph is taken from the diary of a Turkish Officer, under date
22nd December, 1917 :—

“ A German soldier is considered superior to a Turkish Major, and this leads to enmity
between the Germans and the Turks.”

An Officer, prisoner of war, recently captured, states that the dislike for the Germans
in Turkey is in a great part due to their overbearing attitude. A German Subaltern will
frequently give his orders to a senior Turkish Officer, and German Officers when travelling
by train object to Turkish Officers being in the same carriage with them. Much comment
is heard amongst Turkish troops to the effect that German troops, in Palestine, never fight
in the front line. e

An agent reports that Talaat Pasha has had a violent quarrel with Berlin, and
particularly with Von Kuhlmann. He openly accused Germany of having deserted her
allies. He returned from Berlin without any promise of the 800,000 German reinforcements
he had hoped for.

It is reported that in an anti-German riot, which took place recently in Damascus, four
German Officers were killed. This is corroborated from various other sources.

A German Officer, in Beirut, describing recently the situation of the Germans in Syria,
said: “ We have not come here to free the Turks from the English, or to defend their
country, but to seize the Turks by the scruff of the neck if they attempted to surrender, or
to make a separate peace.”

THE ARAB MOVEMENT.

Two Arabs, who left Tafileh (S.E. of the Dead Sea), recently report that all the
people in that district, both Christians and Moslems, are in favour of the Sherif. The Arabs
between the south end of the Dead Sea and Hebron are all pro-British.

A prisoner of war, captured 10th March, 1918, states that the hatred for the Turks in
Aleppo is not so pronounced as in Beirut and Damascus.

An Arab Sheikh reports that the Balka tribes, who occupy a very extensive tract of
country north and south of Es Salt, are pro-British and pro-Sherif, and that, as soon as the
Sherif reaches them, all the Balka will join his forces against the Turks.

An Officer, prisoner of war, captured 10th March, 1918, states that the Arabs are ill-
treated, which is generally the cause of their desertion. Many of them, who are accused of
British sympathies, are deported. This system has only been in force since the capture of
Jerusalem. A certain number of them take to the hills as soon as opportunity offers.

It is reported from Jerusalem that two men have arrived who purport to be sent by
the Sheikhs of the Ajlun (south-west of the Hauran) to the Sherif Feisal (son of the King
of the Hejaz), mistakenly believed to be in Jerusalem, and to the Commander-in-Chief of
the British Forces, to say that they were anxiously waiting to be released from the Turkish
yoke of oppression and requesting that they may be freed before being robbed of their new
crops. About six weeks before they left their country the Sheikhs of the Ajlun were called
to Deraa, and were asked by the Vali of Damascus to fight the Emir of the Ruala, who had
made a compact with the Sherif and the English. The Sheikhs collected 400 volunteers,
but they all deserted in a few days, after which an order was issued that they were exempt
from military service.
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These two Arabs declare that their country has been ruined by the Turks and that,
on the other hand, rumours are current that in the country occupied by the British, sugar,
rice, and clothing are selling at very cheap rates, and they are therefore anxious to come
over to the British. They state that several hundred Bedouin tents have already crossed
the lines in the Jordan valley into British occupied territory and many others are waiting
the opportunity to follow suit.

A prisoner of war supplies the information that at the outbreak of the revolt of the
Hejaz, the Turkish Government appointed the Sherif Ali Haidar (a cousin of the King of
the Hejaz) as Sherif of Mecca, giving him many presents and considerable sums of money
to distribute in Medina, which Ali Haidar kept for himself. He consequently in-
curred the displeasure of his compatriots and when, for the first time, a British aeroplane
flew over Medina, he retired to Damascus.

Fahri Pasha, 0.C. Turkish Garrison in Medina, was opposed to the evacuation of Medina,
suggested some time ago by Enver, on the ground that it would have a bad moral effect
not only on the Turkish Army, but on the oivil population of Turkey.

Since the Ukraine has recognised the independence of the Moslem republics in the
Caucasus and Turkestan, the Committee of Union and Progress sees in the forming of a
Moslem confederation the means whereby the Arabs will be compelled to recognise the
Sultan of Turkey as Caliph.

Refugees from Junie (on the coast N. of Beirut) who arrived in Cyprus 8th March, 1918,
state as follows :—

Moslem Arabs in Junie are so anxious to be quit of the Tuark that they have even been
heard to say that when the Allies arrive they will “ wear a hat and embrace the Cross.”

An interesting report has been received, which hltherto lacks coufirmation, that the
Sheikh el Islam was sent from Constantinople recently to endeavour to arrange terms with
the King of the Hejaz.

THE GERMANS IN SYRIA AND PALESTINE.

It is reported that tracts of land around Haifa have been bought up by Germans who
expropriated local owners through the medium of the German Consul and that the title deeds
are being considerably ante-dated, in order that the British, if they occupy the country,
should respect the transactions.

For some years the Germans, in Haifa, have been acquiring land from the fellahin by
means of foreclosing mortgages. These unfortunate fellahin were rarely successful in
their appeals to the courts for extension of time, as the judges were under the influence of
the German Consul. Moreover, the fellahin, at El Tireh, made complaints that Germans
were appropriating property there to which they had no title. The German Consul
proceeded to investigate the matter, but the fellahin, believing the result to be a foregone
conclusion, took affairs into their own hands, and shot a German official who was accom-
panying the German Consul. The German Government thereupon made a strong protest
to the Sublime Porte, and a Turkish gun-boat proceeded to El Tireh. Thus over-awed, the
fellahin were obliged to suffer in silence.

A prisoner of war, captured 15th March, 1918, states that at Mersina (the port of Adana),
his native place, the Germans have not made any progress commercially. Business in his
district is in the hands of Greeks and Armenians, and to a limited extent of French and
British firms. German goods are not appreciated there. German commercial travellers
come from time to time, but transact very little business. As far as he knew, German
commercial enterprise has not out-stripped that of France in Beirut and Northern Syria.

\ The Germans have established “ bureaux d’information ” in every large town and city

/ where newspapers, cartoons, and other forms of propaganda are published. These

' “bureaux” do not seem to have been an ungualified success, as they are popularly styled
Sakhta Salonu or * halls of lies.”

On 1st February, 1918, the Germans began to buy grain for gold without questioning
the price. They have bought up all the wheat in the Tulkeram neighbourhood and the
villages near the front. The Germans, at Rayak, have recently received a supply of gold

for buying up grain.

THE JEWS IN SYRIA AND PALESTINE.

A prisoner of war, an Armenian doctor, states that the Jews in Syria can be said rather
to be neutral than to favour either side, but that they adopt a conciliatory attitude to
whichever brings them the most profit.

Another prisoner of war states that the Jews of Kalkilieh (15 miles N.E. of Jaffa) and
Sabieh (5 miles west of Kalkilieh) were evacuated north on about 16th March, 1918.
The Jewish chemist, at Kalkilieh, had orders to pack up his dispensary and to be ready to
move north with the army.

The following is an extract from an article in the Turkish journal “ Pasvir-1-Efkiar " :—

“The Entente are trying to curry favour with the Jews. The Jews, in Turkey,
however, have always been loyal subjects, and we are glad to see them immigrate mto
Turkey, when they do so with the intention of becoming good patriots. Certain Utopians
have invented Zionistic principles which appeal to adventurers. Naturally no country
wants to be divided, so we cannot encourage Zionism. Fortunately, the majority of our
Jews are faithful to the State, and, for this reason, there has never been, properly speaking,
any Jewish question in our Empire.”

A refugee, from Junie (on the coast north of Beirut) states that the Jews in that town,
and in Aleppo, do not air their political opinions, but are generally believed to be neutral.
When Jerusalem was taken, local opinion, in Aleppo, was inclined to the idea that the Jews
had betrayed the town, and they were therefore looked upon with suspicion.
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THE DRUSES.

In July, 1917, the expected rebellion of the Druses was delayed by the giving of large
presents to the Sheikhs. Turkish deserters, bringing with them a rifle and ammunition,
are protected from the Turkish authorities by the Druses. The Druses treat Christian
refugees with every consideration, but their attitude towards the Christians, who have lived
in the Hauran district for a long time, is not so friendly. The Druses seem to favour the
Arab movement.

HEALTH.

An Officer, prisoner of war, a doctor, states that the worst period, in Syria, for cholera,
is from April to October. Typhus rages more particularly in the winter months.

A prisoner of war, captured 15th March, 1918, states that since the summer of 1917, when
there was a certain amount of cholera on the Sinai front, he had not heard of any epidemies.

An Officer Prisoner of War, who deserted from the Hejaz Expeditionary Force on
December 18th, 1917, states that the health of the troops in the Hejaz has been much
impaired by the prevalence of a peculiar form of scurvy, the symptoms of the disease being
fits and weakness in the legs. The cause is said to be lack of proper nourishment. It is
reported that Falkenhayn visited the hospitals at Zahle (25 miles east of Beirut) and was
disgusted at their condition. The occupants of 150 houses in Homs have been evicted and
some 5,000 beds installed for sick and wounded.

It is reported that there have been periodic outbreaks of cholera in Tiberias.

The Turks have been accused of wilfully sending soldiers who have been in contact
with cholera to the front in order that when they are taken prisoners they may spread the
disease in our ranks. The matter is being investigated.

ECONOMIC CONDITION OF THE TURKISH ARMY (Food, Clothing, etc.).

A deserter who surrendered on the 9th March, 1918, states that there has been no renewal
of clothes or boots in his regiment for some time. The rations are bad. For five days recently
they had none issued, after which a limited amount of bread was served out. They were
in the habit of supplementing their rations with any cattle they were able to commandeer.

From reliable information it is understood that very liberal rations are being served
out by the Military Authorities to all Turkish Officers in and around Constantinople, These
rations amount to considerably more than the requirements of the Officers themselves, so
that they are able to sell a part thereof at very remunerative prices on the market. This
is evidently a new method of doing away with the recent discontent among a large number
of officers in the Army. Saddlery is very short and carpet saddles stuffed with straw, of
the type formerly used by peasants for their mules, now replace deficiencies in cavalry units.

Saddles are made out of old clothes, blankets, ete. The case of an Arab soldier in
Palestine who sold two sand bags and was hanged, was cited by the informant to give an
adequate idea of this shortage. The above is confirmed by an entry in a Turkish Officer's
diary found among captured documents.

ECONOMIC CONDITION OF TUREKEY.

A refugee from Junie states that wheat is being bought in large quantities at Aleppo
by the Germans, regardless of price, causing much discontent locally owing to the consequent
rise in prices.

In Constantinople bread tickets are issued, allowing each individual %1b. per diem.
Germany is sending Turkey drugs and war material in exchange for cotton and meat.
The following table shows a list of prices (all in paper money) per lb. recently paid in

Constantinople:—
Bread (ticket) ......... Pt 1 Potatoes ....i%%.cccenesess. Pl 14
LSO S e A Pt. 50 Fawla ...cocviititenianenss Pt. 26
BB i icissatives Pt. 28 WAHE, Cicicsavaevbsasasegerins LT
30T ) e A E S Pt. 125 RAEIRBN sl i s epoirohe il Pts. 28
1, o AT RS S R S R Pt. 24 ODIonE il Pt. &
i L L ey o R e Pt. 24 HONEY voirvevconaniivanensel oty SO0
OBYE L. . ...coiansisins Pt. 75 ROERO0, ¢ e Y ST S aER Pt. 205
Eggs (each) ............ Pt. & Imitation Coffee ......... Pt. 30
BORERY i iiiavieses Pt. 66 CReBERUEE .ocoisviisissnsces Pt 12
2 b e s Mot M SR Pt - 14 3 R N R RN Pt 14
I e o s T Pt. 66 R o ca s o e eyt s aa s Pt. 11

In Constantinople paper money only is used, and paper has a higher value than in
outlying districts, where it is worth from Pt. 14 to 20. On the other hand a prisoner of
war (reliability not guaranteed), states that in Constantinople, in the same month, the £T 1
paper was only exchanging for Pt. 10 to 14.

Paper currency has been issued for £T 50, 25, 5, 1, % and also for Pt. 25, 5, 2% and 1.
A stamp is currency for 1 metallik.

The use of coin is not only regarded as unpatriotic, but even renders the offender liable
to punishment.

The following rates of exchange are reported for January:—£T 1 (paper) in Damascus
Pt. 14, in Medina Pt. 13, and in Aleppo Pt. 15. ¢

AGRICULTURAL CONDITIONS IN TURKEY. . *

The following information has been supplied by two prisoners of war, recently captured:—

The War Levy, imposed during the first 12 months of hostilities, ruined the farmers
by depriving them of cattle and cereals, |
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Germany had given Turkey to understand that the war could not possibly last more
than a year, and consequently the Turkish Government, with more faith than discretion,
ordered considerable supplies to be sent to Germany, leaving only enough for the needs of
the army, without taking into consideration the needs of the civil population. The ruthless
measures adopted in the conscription of men for military service and the enormous losses in
men that Turkey has sustained, have naturally prejudiced the agricultural prosperity of the
country. Such inroads were also made on the stocks of farmers that there are hardly any
animals or farm vehicles left. A large number of animals were ear-marked by the Govern-
ment for food, but, as the population was not in a financial position to buy, these were
subsequently ordered to be used for agricultural purposes. They were, however, in such
bad condition that they were unable to perform the full amount of work required.

This year the Turkish Government has made some attempt to remedy these evils by
the distribution of seed, but the people were so short of food that they employed the seed
for nourishment, and what remained was but little sown owing to a shortage of ploughs.

A report has been received that only 20% of the cultivatable area in the Vilayets of
Brusa (south of the Sea of Marmora), Konia (east of Smyrna), Angora (centre of Asia
Minor) and Castamouni (north of Angora) is sown. The harvest in these Vilayets is gathered
from July 15th onwards.

In the Vilayets of Adana and Aleppo, reports state that approximately 80% of the land
is cultivated. The harvest in these districts is gathered in May and June.

The soil in the Vilayet of Smyrna is very fertile and the inhabitants are industrious.
85% of the soil is cultivated. The fig and raisin crops usually amount to 40% of the
produce; but, owing to the war, and the consequent lack of manure and sulphur for the
destruction of disease (Phylloxera), the crop will not exceed 20% of the fiz and raisin
produce in & normal year.

Most of the grain depdts in Turkey are reported empty, and therefore, it is not likely
that this year’'s harvest will be sufficient to meet the needs of both the army and the civil
population. From this it follows that Turkey will not be in a position to export wheat to
Germany as in former years.

The following description has been obtained from a native, who, for the last two years
was eimployed as a ploughman in the Jebel Drus. He confirms previous reports that last
year's crops were rather poor on account of the lack of rain in the Jebel Drus and the
Hauran. He states that the Druses were exempt from taxation last year, and, consequently,
being better off than their neighbours, have sown all their lands.

The grain fields of both the Hauran and the Jebel Drus districts promise excellent
results this year, the rainfall having been plentiful.

ATTACHMENT.
A note on the “Preliminaries of the Arab Revolt.”

G521,
G.H.Q.,
E.E.F.
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* ATTECHMENT TO POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY,

No. 2., 30th March, 1918.

PRELIMINARIES OF THE ARAB REVOLT.

Ten years ago a revolution was achieved in Turkey by a party whose leading spirits
had one paramount purpose—to restore the Ottoman Empire to independence and power
by creating a National bond of union. In principle this was a great and laudable idea, sure
of wide sympathy in the civilised world. In practice, however, the organisers of the
Revolution, deeply imbued with the traditions of a governing race, understood by
unity simply the assimilation of all non-Turkish races and ideals in the Empire to the
Turks. No allowance was to be made for anyone else. Those elements, which might try
to maintain a measure of separate individuality, were to be coerced by ruthless force, or, if
need be, eliminated altogether.

Ideals of distinct nationalty, however, were already deeply rooted in some necessary
elements of the proposed single Ottoman Nation, e.g., in the Greeks, and, nascent in others,
notably in the Arabs. The former made no secret from the first of their determination not
to be “ Ottomanized.” The latter waited a little till they saw by their inadequate repre-
sentation in the new Parliament, by the beggarly share of power, civil or military, conceded
to them, by the exclusion of their language from official use and from Government schools,
that their national tradition was to be ignored and their political inferiority was to be per-
petuated. Then they began to try to form a counter organization to the Committee of
Union and Progress (C.U.P.) which had charged itself with the Ottomanization of the
Empire. Beirut became the earliest centre of this Arab movement, and Nationalist
Committees came into existence from 1910 onwards in the most populous centres of Syria,
Irag and Arabia.

In 1911 the Balkan War broke out and eventually produced two most important results.
First the hardening of the Turkish idea of Ottomanization. Second, the strengthening of
the ties between Turkey and the Central German Powers. Repeated efforts were made to
bring about an understanding between us and the Young Turks, but they were defeated,
mainly by the action of these Turks themselves, who, in order to placate reactionaries,
suffered such a policy to be pursued towards Armenians and Macedonians as alienated
British public opinion.  In search, therefore, of some barrier to a south-eastward extension
of German influence, we turned to the Arabs, whose geographical position favours the
exclusion of that influence from British spheres both in Asia and Africa.

In1908,anew Emir of Mecca, Sherif Husein Ibn Alj, had been nominated by the Anglophil
Grand Vizier, Kiamil Pasha, as likely to maintain good relations with both the Porte and
the British Power, whose dominion in India entails vital interests in the Holy Land of Islam.
He proved both a stronger and more independent prince than his immediate predecessors:
and under the guise of assistance to the Porte in its efforts to tighten its hold on Western
Arabia, he began from the first to assert his own influence there and to attach to himself a
military following among the Bedouins. By 1912, he had become the real power in the
Hejaz, the Turkish Governor General retaining only formal authority.

When, two years later, war between the Allies and the Central Powers had broken
out, and it was becoming clearer every day that, sooner or later, Turkey must throw
in her lot with the latter, steps were taken to sound Arab leaders about their probable
attitude in the event of the Porte joining our enemies. We were threatened with two new
dangers. Firstly, there was the possibility of a widespread Moslem movement against
Christian Powers, hostile to the Caliph. It was known that the incitement of Jihad—Holy
War—was part of the German plan for upsetting the dominion of ourselves and our Allies
In Asia and Africa, and should this receive the active adhesion, not only of Osmanli, but
also of Arab Moslems, the position in the Near and Middle East would be very serious.
Secondly, there was the probability that the vicinity of Ottoman Power to the flank of our
main sea route to India and the East would be utilised for the organization, both of attacks
on our communications, and also of propaganda among our Moslem dependents. We had
little idea of the lengths to which German enterprise would push both submarine warfare
and propaganda ; but we foresaw dangers, if we could not measure them.

The influence and the power of Sherif Husein, in the religious metropolis of Islam,
constituted bhim a personage whose definite refusal to join a Holy War against us would
be of the greatest value. Moreover, his control of the Hejaz interrupted the continuity of
Ottoman Command of the flank of the Red Sea. Accordingly he was doubly designated as the
first Arab to be approached by us. Nor when the question was discussed in all its bearings,
could any other Arab be thought of, whose identification with a movement for independence
would have anything like equal efficiency. In those Arab-speaking countries, which had
long been under its effective control, the Porte had pursued for generations a policy of
levelling and dividing, till no single native notable retained either conspicuous pre-eminence
or more than local influence. Descendants of former Arab monarchs, as for example the Ayubi
family, or of powerful provincial princes, such as the Druse Shehab family, had become
small folk of little account. In Syria there was no champion, and in Irag none, except men
whose names were hardly known outside. As for semi-independent and independent Arabia,
the greatest Desert Chief would be accepted only by his own Bedouin tribe: the friendly
Emir of Nejd, Ibn Saud, was a Wahhabi heretic ; Mohammed el-Idris, the self-constituted
prince of South Asir, stood for and by himself; the Imam of Yemen was again a heretic and in
Turkish grip; the rest of the ruling chiefs were all too small to fill a leading national role.
We had no illusions about Sherif Husein; we knew him to have no essential religious
character in Islam, and only an accidental influence due to his descent and his location. We
knew that this influence would not be effective with all Arabs, or indeed with most Arabs.
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We knew both that the nationalist organization for which he professed to speak was ill %
knit and ill diffused, and also that the lack of system and discipline inherent in Arabs dis-
counted heavily anyone’s eclaim to speak for a large section of them. But, with all
reservations made, the adhesion of the Emir of Mecca offered a better chance of uniting
Arabs with us than did that of any other single man. Accordingly, once Turkey had entered
the war, negotiations were opened with Sherif Husein, with a view to both a local rising
in Hejaz, and a general revolt of the Arab-speaking peoples. Inconeclusive communications
were exchanged at first. The Turks got wind of the possible defection of the Arabs and,
obtaining definite evidence from thearchives of closed Consulatesin Syria, began so gystematic
a removal of notables, that the Syrian movement for Arab independence soon lost well
nigh all possible leaders of revolt, by execution, exile, or flight. With Arabia proper they
could do less. Attempts to get at the Emir of Mecca through his sons were not successful,
although a Medina contingent was sent to co-operate against the Canal. Meanwhile the
Germans pushed their Holy War plan and procured the proclamation of Jihad all over the
Ottoman Empire. Mines were sown at Akaba, and a mission was sent to sow others in the
Straits of Bab el-Mandeb, but this latter plan was given away to us. The “ Emden ”
survivors were able to escape up all the length of the Red Sea, the Emir being unable
to avoid assisting them, and our blockade proved none too effective on any part of the

coast.

Towards the end of May, 1916, a sudden call came to Cairo, for consultation about, and
assistance towards, an immediate rising. A deputation of British officers was sent down
to the Hejaz coast, south of Jeddah, and there met the Emir’s youngest son. 1t was learned
that the standard of revolt had been raised near Medina the day before, and that Jeddah
was to be attacked in three days’ time. The cause of this premature action, taken before
anything like the necessary arms and supplies had been provided, was the appearance of a
picked force of 8,000 Turkish troops in Medina. These were intended to march down
through Hejaz consolidating Turkish power there, and then to continue their way to the
south to join the force then besieging Aden. With them was to have come a German
Mission, headed by Major Baron Othmar Von Stotzingen, a distinguished Staff officer, and
including Karl Neufeld, once the Khalifa’s prisoner at Khartoum. Jealousy, however,
between Enver Pasha and Jemal Pasha, Governor of Syria, caused this mission to be
diverted from Medina and compelled to take a circuitous route by Wejh and Yambo.
Arrived there it heard of the Sherifian revolt. Its leader made his escape back to the
railway, but some of his subordinates perished leaving papers which ultimately fell into
our hands. These showed that the objects of the Mission and Expedition included much
of great potential danger to us—propaganda in our East African possessions and in India,
and establishment of wireless stations and submarine bases.

There was nothing now but to make the best of the inevitable. What assistance could
be improvised was arranged for, and on June 9th, 1916, the active operations of the revolt
duly began with the investment of the Turks in Jiddah, Mecca and Taif, by the forces of
Emir Husein.

a.8.P.L,
G.H.Q.,
E.E.F.

F.5.C., B.E.—250,
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