Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,
1914-18 War

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

AWM4

Formation Headquarters

ltem number: 1/14/11 Part 2

Title: General Staff, Headquarters 4th Army

September 1918

AWM4-1/

4/11PART2

RCDIGT1002855



14th September, 1918+

wag generallyquiet along the whole of

'pe established a footing on the high
{ and MAISSEMY without opposition,
Lthe QOLOGNE the enemy artillery were
but South of the river activity increased
of LE VERGUIER.
artillery carried out the usual programme

A guiet day. During the night the usual light
harassing fire was directed against the forward area.
ERS FAUCON, NURLU and SAULCOURT were
shelled throughout the day.

Immediately North of HOLNON WOOD the 18t
on patrols succeeded in gaining a footing in the
round West of the HOLNON - MAISSEMY Road. The
der of the front is unchanged and very dquilet. Light
of HOLNON and ST. QUENTIN WOODS was reported
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Early vesterday evening the enemy carried out &
local counter-attack under cover of a heavy barrage on our
outpoet line West of LE VERGUIER. In conseaguence of this
pregeure & few posts were withdrawn but the genersal

situation wae not affected.
ROISEL, HERVILLY and surrounding area&s were
avily shelled during the aight, including a little gas

ne
shelling.
H.V. guns were active, mainly on battery areas

and villeges in the forward area along the Corps front.

THIRD ARMKY.

Situation generally unchanged.

:*1:.-:'!_1 lﬁapb..:-‘-qf-

Quiet day.

AIRCRAFT. (a) Britieh.

T

488 houre were flown by 179 pllotis, Four succesge

ful recormalssganges and 156 artillery patrols were carried
out. 24 zone calls were gent down and two hoetlle

/ batteriep
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14th September, 1918

2o

batteries neutralised,

18 photographic flights were casrried out and
540 platee secured.

Activity was above normal. 112 offenelve
patrols were carrled out and three air combate took place
one of which waeg decieglive. One E.A. wae deetroyed.

Eight 112-1b, bombe were dropped on LE CATEAU
and DS 20-l1lb, bombs on varioug targets.

Seven enemy balloone were attacked, three being
ehot down and one ghot adrift.

i

(b) Hostile.

Alrcraft activity was above normsa
over the Southern and Central Sectors. !
and 285 F.E.A. croesed the line,

F.E.A. were very mich in evidence
on the defensive, machinee working well up
but not croeeing to any great extent.

PRISONERS.

Two O.,R. passed through C.C.Ss.

WEATHER .

Fine,

RELIEFS AND MOVES.
—

The 6th Divieion relieved the 1
32nd Division in front line IX Qorps fron
13 /14th September.

AMMUNITION EXPENDITUR
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14th September, 1918,

OPERATION MESSAGES RECEIVED AND ISSUED.

e O el e e

| o
j" D |
From S5th Brigade R.A.F.
4¢.20 a,m, By day 50 28=«1b., bombs. No night flving.

II1 Corps.

8 a.m, Situation quiet throughout nigah t. Hostille
artillery slightly active on forward areas.

8.15 p.m. Situation quilet, Hostile artillery below
NOIme t opt for activity on E.23.b. & 4. and E.24,
Left Division report one E.A. brought down this morning,
also two memy observation balloons down in flames and
one out adrirft. Captures nil.

Hostile infantry still holding line on roads
?, R.30.c.1.2, R.30,8.35.0. Oour infantry
i advancing to trenaa in R.22.,d., R.25,C.,
No change Southern portion of our front. Hostills
ry quiet during night.

1st Division reports line of posts runs
T.35.4.7.2 where in touh with 32nd Division thence
q.EE-d.E.E — R 35 citl‘ - Ri30 GiHlT - Riﬂglhlﬁi% -
Re29.8.8,7 = Re22.0.09.8, Touch 1is being established
along line and when this is done patrols will be pashed
forward towards R.24.8.0.0 and road running North towards
MA ISSEMY .
'mn 1nchangei. Hostile artillery less
Intamittent shelling of Left
ea and HOLNON WOOQOD. Hostils movsesment
roads N.E. of PONTRU and at TUMULUS
1 Dbﬂaﬁveﬂ on ridge in S,7.d. X.1l2.,c. and
OLNON WOOD. Low flying aircraft active during
Captures nill.
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active against forward positions
Early in night enemy countsr-
n of right division sector and drove
ine withdrawn from R.9.central and
runs R.9.2.2.5 - R.9.28.,0,0 =
wired lins to R.15.central. Als0O
wood in R.3.central.
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tacked our outpost S.W. of LE VERGUIER

withdraw the line slightly to West of
'« edge of wood in R.5.cC. Hostile
rward areas of two Nortkhern Corpvs
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outpost line North
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activity below normal,

re Corps fronts: seversal
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14th September, 1918,

HELL ACTIVITY ON FOURTH ARMY FRONT
ENDIN PTEMBER 14th, 1918.

Gas shelling has been light, lese than 1,000

rounds in all having been fired, by far the greatest
which have been blue cross shell, Only three
100 rounds or more have taken place -

blue croses shell.,

Casualties were comparatively light.

Oagualtise for week - 10 officers.
210 other ranks.

Deaths : 2 other ranks.,

Map and tabls are attached,
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ENEMY GAS SHELL ACTIVITY FOR WEEK ENDING 9 a.m, SEPTEMBER 14th, 1918,

Formation. Sombardnant . et -y | Nature of shell. Map location.

#——--_‘-d-_-___ﬂ—_--"-:_-—ﬁ_-"__-ﬁ-*—-_—‘_#__--_—---“-_--‘*-__--'H-_hh—_-h--_*---“_“*_—q---“_-#--—---—m-_---“---“

Sept. 7/8th. 74th Division. 2 p.m. to 8 a.m. Blue cross, | g:gg:g: E:é:::g W. TEMPLEUX=1o-3EERARD.
8/9th. ~do=- 11,30 pm - 1 am, 25 Yellow cross. F.25.b. L.l.a.
-] O - 0= 20 Blue coross, E-Eg.d: KeDeb.
5th Aust. Div. 9.456 to 11 a.m, 90 - 0= Q.16. .Q.17.
-1 0= 3 p.m, to & pm, -d0o=- R.25. W.
Q/IOth. 74th Division. During night. 50 Green oross, E.23.a, N.
10/11th. 32nd Division. 6.0 p.m, : Blue cross. W.68.c. S. GOUZEAUCOURT.
11/12th. 32nd Divieion. 11.15 p.m, 20 Unidentified, Q.36 .4d. S.W. VERMAND.
7 to T.90 p.m, 50 Blue croes. - - VILLERS FAUCON.
.30 pm, to m.n, 30 Blue & green X. E.25. N.E, e
1.0 a.m, 25 Yellow orose. BelB.00 - N.E. e
1.0 8.0, Green coroses. E.18.4. y N.E. e
12 /13th. 3.30 to 4.30 am, Blue coross. F.18. N.E. ST. EMILE.
13 /14th. 4.0 p.m. -d0=- F.25.a, N.W. TEMPLEUX-1le-GEERARD.
7 .45 p.m, g =10 F.15.c.
O .00 8., -{ 0= F.25.0.

*—I—I'I—I.-—-_-'—l-'—_-'—_ T e c—
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ENEMY GAS SHELLING F(R WEEK ENDING 9 a.m., 14/9/18.
14 Nature of shelling shown by respective 9
colours. ﬁ*'

2 Numbers indicate approximate rmumber of
rounds fired.

Only bombardments of over 100 rourds
shown on map.,
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FOURTH ARMY.

14th Sept., 191¢

sCIATION
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NBURG 'Liine, under the pressuras
advance has heen made, meet-

L]

~eiticn and ccocunter attacks

NES, CAULAINCOURT,
"E-GCURT wera cloared
further progreses cf
latter advance was
hﬂﬁ conaiderably stif-
201lst Div,., Ifrom the
1Hﬁrti“ind cn the 7th inst.
_ ECCURT mector, and a general
etile artillery flrﬂ was a further indlication
wish to make a stage in his withdrawal.
with the enemy in the vicinity cf
grcund botween TEMPLEUX-LE=-GUTRARD and
sast of VENDELLZS, &nd in MARTEVILLE and

cn EPREHY met with strong opposition.
intc the village, fcund it cccupled
yy & vigorcus ooun tﬁ“ﬂﬂttﬂﬂk fforced
” nowever, eatablished south and
and advance poerts in the
{ ON cod immedliately west of
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covhter attack strongly
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a minor operation carried
16 1ine was established along the
X.E. cormer of HOLNON WOOD and
ostile artlillery
the river
the morning
ghells were

]

1=

roads in back areas,

wag no change 1n the
' shelling was dlrected
East ol the
were subjected

NURLU and

carried out a minor operatlon

o - JLL A 1
croond S.E., of MAISSEMY as
mpported the attack with
1d eentres of resistance.

the West outskirts
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15th September, 1918.

FIRST FRENCH ARMY.

— —— = — = —_— e s

No ochans: aituation.

AIRCRAFT .

(&) British

4;.\_.". Tll..‘lll“..:ll.l '\.".1‘:1 1-|.II.-I

[lown by 178 pllots,
Four

gpugceassiul r

reconmalesances and 18 artlillery

63 zone oalles sent down. During th latter
5 D& eries were moccesafully engaged for
3 light nautralised.

-..'\-1' |

oA DPDOB8QA .,

orraphic flights were undertaken and

wag very pronounced. 129 offenslve
ad out and eight decislve combats toOK
ng in the destruction of four E.A. whlls
n down out of control. Two of our
L0 retum,

d Ty

the day 33 112«~1b, and 96 25-1b. bombs
various targets, including ST. QUENTIN,

Three hostlles balloons were shot down

normal but sligl

I f'ive H.T'M..*-...
hly reconnolitred
During the night

the NURIU -
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15th September, 1918,

OPERATION MESSAGES RECEIVED AND ISSUED.

From 65th Brigade R.A.F.

4.20 a.m. Three balloons in flames, 1 E.,A. crasghed,
18 T12-1b., 756 26-1b, bombs. By night nil.

From ITT Corps.

86,16 a.m. Situation quiet on Corps front, Slight
hostlle artillery activity on SPUR QUARRY (E.29).

8,17 f.m. Sltuation quiet except for artillery
activity in SPUR QUARRY (E.29.4.) and vicinity. Few
rounds shrapnel on LONGAVESNES. Capturee nil.

From IX Corps.

86.40 a.m. Situation quiset on Corps front. Right
Divielon pushing forward. Poste established X,18.a.5.6
XelB8.cs2.,6 X.17.4.2,2 X.23.b. 4.8, Liaison post

Xe24 ,8.4.4. Lef't Division no changs. Hoetile shelling
all callibres between HILL X,1ll.c.2.2 and X.11.a.0.5,
Quarry X.lo.central shelled with Blue and Yellow COrose,

11.55 a.m. As result of minor operation at 5.30 this
morning our lins now runs trenches East of road through
R.50.8. and R.,30.c. & a. to MAISSEMY. OQur troops in
MAISSEMY and trench immediately East of it. Some machine
guns and about 26 prisoners reported saptursd.

O.00 Pp.m. ord Brigade 1lst Division rseport 10.45 a.m,
enemy resistance wasg glight. Hostlle troope ran away on
being attacked. New position being heavily

Easterly and N.E. direction.

4.20 p.m, ord Brigade 1st Division report 1.50 p.m,.

Teft Battalion reached R.16.d.1.9 and on outskirts of

wood R.,16.a. & Db, Prisoners captured: regt. not yet
known.

6.44 p.m, 1st Division report 3rd Brigade line now runs
R.18.d.2.7 - R.16.2.2.3 - R.16.2.0.4 - R.,15.b.5.7. Three
prisoners captured in addition to thoss already reportad.
One light machine gun, Prisoners belong 46th R.I.R.

7.8 p.m, No change Right Division front since

report. Lef't Division line as follows:- R.36.a,
North along trench system to ESSLING ALIEY R.24.c¢.75.2

TO Re23.De8.6 Re23.be5.8 Roel7.0.8.5 R.17.¢c.68.5 R.168.4.2
R.16.2.2.2 Rel5.D.6.7. New positione left division
front heavily shelled for about 1 hour at 10 a.m.

P slitions East 8T. QUENTIN WOOD heavilv shelled 10.5 a.m.
lo cm. hows. with H.E. and gas throughout day. Consider-~
able hostile shelling of high ground in X.6.8. & b.
Two hostlle balloons brought dowm in flames North
ST. QUENTIN and one of our balloons brought down |

TTILLY. E.,A. active all day. Prisoners 78 O
machine guns about 20.

=
[ 1
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15th September, 19018,

Operation Messages - 2,

Australlan Corps. }

8 .40 a.m, Light and scattered shelling on forward lines
of Right Division and heavy shelling of ROISEL by 6.9 and
a% . Otherwise qulet night.
scattered
Intermittent/shelling on forward areas. Right
. znt Division line advanced to R.9.b.8.0, Captures
past 24 hours 22 0O.R.

3 Quiet night. S.E. HOLNON WOOD posts advanced
zhily to line X.24.a8.4.4 (joint post with French) -
" - X.17.4.2.2 - X.18.,0.2.6 - X.18.2a.,5.86. ROISEL
shelled during night.

. of minor operation early this
have captured MAISSEMY and the trench
and in S.1 and S.7. Line now reported
East of road in R.%6 and R.30 to

Some machine guns and 70 prisoners

IX Corps have maintained pressure on enemy and
HOLNON WOOD are reported on line R.36.8.8.5 -
- Re23.0:s8.8 = Rel7.c.8.5 - R,18.d:.2.7 =

Australian Corps have establlshed posts at

Hostile artillery active on positiéns gained

S.E. Oof MAISSEMY also on front line East of
forward area Australian Corps and SPUR QUARRY

E.A. active on Right Corps front all day.

tures today 100 O.,R. and 20 machine guns,

1&th inclusive: Armmy cages 126 officers,

C.S. 285 officers, 862 0O.R. Total 66804,
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16th September, 1918.

1918,

During the day slight progress was made by ths’
an Corps South of JEANCOURT and observation posts
ished forward on the high ground S.W. of MAISSEMY.
There was a slight increase in hosatile
North of the COLOGNE, and South of the river
's artillery activity was fully maintained.
our artillery carried out special programmes
of fire in support of the Australian Corps operation
and directed heavy concentrationso H.E. and shrapnel on
Woods, sunken roads and all places from which enemy
machine gun fire was anticipated.

111 CORPS.

Very quist day, VILLERS FAUCON, SAULCOURT
and GUYENCOURT were intermittently shelled. Our front
ine system was subjected to the usual harassing fire.

IX CORPS.

Advanced observation poests were established
on the high ground East of HOLNON WOOD and on the
Western edge of CARTENOY WOOD. No opposition was
sncountered.

Vigorous harassing fire was maintained against
the Bastsrn edge of HOLNON WOOD, and battery areas West
of ATTILLY were lightly shelled.

During the day occasional heavy bursts of fire

directed against the Northern outskirts of HOLNON

4th Australian Division advanced the line
depth of 500 yards during the day and
prisoners, On the remainder of the front
remained unchanged.
enemy's artillery paid considerable
attention ROISEL and displayed umusual activity in
the vicin f our front line. kight concentrations
llow cross gas were fired into MARQUAIS.
sung were less active and shelled BERNES -

intervals,.

Situation quist and unchanged.

ATIVCY
J”a-rt - T ]

Sltuation unaltered, The Tenth French Army
Wgat of SANCY on a front of 4,000 yards and

/ penetrated

RCDIGTO02855
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16th September,

penetrated to a depth of 1,000 yarde, capturing 600
prisoners, ;

ALRCRAFT .

(a) British.

684 hours were flown by 204 pilots and eix
successful reconnaissances were carried out. 20
artillery patrols were undertaken and 49 zone calle
sent down.

417 plates were exposed during the day,

Our aircraft were very active and maintained
161 offensive petrols in the course of which 14 E.A.
were destroyed and five E,A., driven down out of control.
Three of our machines failed to return.

Two night bombing and reconnaissance raids
were carrilied out against BUSIGNY, BONAIN and MONT BREHAIN.
One l1ll2-1b, and 244 25-l1lb, bombs were dropped.

By day 49 112-1b, and 244 25-1b, bombs werse
dropped on sultable targets including BUSICNY and ST.
QUENTIN.

(b) Hostile.

.1
(&

Activity was above normal, FeEs.A., Were more in
evidenee and operated offensively. Activity was chiefly
restricted to the Southern Sector of the Army front.

PRISONERS .

Three O.R. were captured.

WEATHER.

Finse,

RELIEFS AND MOVES.

No important changes occurred.

COMPOSITION OF FOURTH ARMY.

111 Corps.
12th*, 18th#*, 46th (G.H.Q. Rs
Divislons, 1 Bde. 2nd Cavalry Diliwn.

IX Qorps.
lst, 6th and 32nd#%* Divisions.

Australian Corps,
1st, 2nd#, 3rd#, 4th and 5th#* Austrelian Diwms.

# Qorps Reservs.,

/ 10, AMMUNITION

FRPRIDITURE
- ey gl s - e d W
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16th Septamber, 1918,

3.

10. AMMUNITION EAPENDITURE.

1:.:‘-{."‘&111‘. A.ﬂi H-E-
L E‘

15=-pdr. R.H.A. H.E.

n L
) -

1 -l pdl* * H . I‘: .
" Q

4.5 How,

SO—pdr. H.-F: L]
n o

L] L] & L3 -
- ® '] [ - L]

.
86" How. H.E.
" Gas.
6" Mk, VII.H.E.
" 5o

[ ] - - [ ] @ - L .

8" How.
9.2" How.
12" How.

L] L] [ ]

>
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BECELIVED AND ISSUED.

7 E.A. crashed, 4 out of control, 3
L am 49 112-1b. bombs, 97 25-=1b. bombs,
l12=-1b. bomb and 244 25-1b, bombs on various

ituatlion unchangsd., Quiet night.

Enemy artillery active round SPUR QUARRY
Slight shelling by 77 mm. and 4.28 on E.3.d.
Otherwise situation quiset. Right Division

one of our aseroplanes shot down by A.A., fire at
fell in F.19.c.2.5. Captures nil.

Quiet night. Situation unchenged. Some
ver VRAIGNES and intermittent shelling of

E but generally very littls ahelllng Three
EO“tars captured during yesterday's operations.

uituation quiet on Corpe front. Hostile

tivs. Obsservation poets established
h.25.4.;.8, M.,25.8,6.4, Re24.c,5.0, R.23.b.8.6,
Rel7.4.5.5, R.17.c.8.8 thence West of sunken

and R.10.c. Captures nil.

From Auetralian Corps.

—

Quiet night. Enemy artillery actlivity below

Moderate artillery activity chiefly N.E. of
ne low flying plane over front line at 4 p.m.
tars and machine gunse quiet. Line now runs
R.9.b.8.1 - R.9.b.6.3 - R.9.b,65.6 - R,3.4,5.1
= ReOebeBel = ReB3.D:1,7 - Le33.4.0.1 =
Led5.8.,6.9 - L.27.c.4.8 thence as before.
ers past 24 hours 2 wounded 1 unwounded O.R.

¥

LS
L3
L3

W C

0 3.
.
.
[ ]

= &

b )
T » d
H OB

intermittent harassling fire on
le artillery generally inactilve.
nells fired on vicinity ATTILLY
ﬂ?tant.

IX Corpes eatablished posts today at R.30.¢c.8.0 =-
M.286.b,8.4 - R.17.4.9.3 - R,17.4.6.5 thenge
sunxen road in R.,1€.b., and R,10.c. Austral ian
line slightly South 0f JEANCOURT. Line now
20 P.9.b.8.,] - R9.b.6.6 - R, 3.4.5.]1 =
e L. 27.6.4.8. Situatlon unchanged
Hﬂetiln artlllery active vicindty
GUYENCOURT. ReAJF. Teporte 7 EL.A.
onn 16th inet. Fptimaeted captures

15th 1incl. 6664,

o il
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SUMMARY OF ’j}’i-,}m'il'ﬁiiii, INA A

With the exceptior
by the IX Corpe in the vicini
irlf'-‘ﬂli.lﬂy aricounteras Look F"i-'r"‘{;'-"'

North of the COLOGNE
artillery activity, harassing
H.E. belng persistent and at
battery positione. The wvall
the neighbourhood of VILLERS
affected., HeVe pune f'ired

south of the
sllghtly less actlve, and
would appear ghat some of the
moved further back,

HOLNON village
shelled as a consegquence
locallity.

i,

An operatlion

with the XXXVI Frernch

positions E. of HOLNON
Considerable

3 3 - - T S TR A~arl .
'-.JI]E: L ll..-Il '-'}.J.r-: ] “'1;" H

captured and our line

r
5,000 yards front

-

‘&R a a

sldal

.:'.‘LU | .hn...'l"';j_; ,[. .'I'.l i

THIRD ARMY.

5] [:r +.- ] 8 It ]

s ol W . B

T r':—|
RlOoauvniar l «

(a) British.

= 0 ?
i-_ =
LWL
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17th September, 1918,

mn
£ 9

5 suoccesaaful reconnalssances were oarried out
o8 artillery patrols undertaken. During the latter
gone oalla were sent down, £ hostile batteries
vaaat™ul | ngaged for destruction.
During ten photographioc flightes 198 plates
1‘1'5"‘-..1"!;19‘&.1-
our alroraft were active and carried out 1195
mnaive patrol st 8 alr combats took place, 2 of
ich were decisive. l E.A. deatroyed and 1 E.A.
lven down out ol control. 4 of our machines falled
reéeturn.
25=1b bombs were dropped on ESSIGNY LE
by night and 60 265«l1lb bombs on various
_ Helc Iiﬂ.y-
succegsful artillery shoots were conducted
balloon observation.

Activity above normal. 17 artillery machilines
BR.A. Croassed the line. F.E.A. showed an
activity in reconnoitring forward areas.

e
L lin) @

Prisoners from 18t Jeptember

Army cages - 126
CeleSe

-
3 "',J._

)

D O
D

D

D

3
S

=
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1
I
1
H
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17th Beptember, 1918,

OPERATION MESSAGEE RECEIVED AND ISSUEKD.

From Bth Brigﬂde R.A.F.,

6.,20 a.m, 10 E.A, crashed, 6 out of control. 25 112-1b
bombe, 71 26=1b., bombs. By night 20 25~1b. bombe.

I1lI Qorpe.6,.25 a.m. Left Division report eome geattered rifle and
machine gun fire and selight gaes shelling of forward ares.
Right Division report enemy artillery active on LONGA-
VESNES. Few rounde gas shell into LONGAVESNES -
TEMPLEUX<a-FOSSE Road. No report received from Left
Brigede as linee to battalions are dis.

11,40 a.m, Left Division report enemy machine gun poet
located at F.l.c.8.7. Enemy seen at F.,7.2.1,1. Enemy
gseen at F.7.a.1.1 6.30 a.m, TOTTENHAM POST occupied by
enemy . Heavy hoetile gae shelling probebly mustzrd on
E.9 and viecinity from 3.30 a.m, to 8 a.m. Eebimated over
1000 gas shells.

0.5 .M, Sltuation quist. No activity of any kind to
report. Captures 4 0O.R.

Augjrg}ian.ﬂﬂrEa.

7 .80 a.,m, Sltuatson quiet. Light scattered artillery
re on our forward area.

6.20 p.m, Very slight artillery sasctivity on forward areas.
Machine guns active duringhorning from direction of

VAUDENCOURT.

IX Corps.

7«20 a,.m, Sltuation quiet. Hostile artillery and m
gune active on forward positiones.

9.20 a.m, 6th Division report by phone 8.20 a.m, lef
held up by machine guns in TROUT COPSE. Our troope have
been seen at M,32.c.3.8. On our right artillery report
our troops East of HOLNON village.

1.10 p.m, 6th Division report 10,30 a.m. objective
‘alned on right and in touch with French. TROUT COPSE

belleved captured on left and progress being made towardes
BADGER COPSE.

6.20 p.m. Siltuation Right Division much improved on
right, centre uncertain, left in touch with right of Left
Division. Hostlle artillery acti ve on HOLNON and ST.

QUENTIN WOODS. Left Division.situation quiet. E.A,
active during morning. Prisoners 17 including 1 officer,

9.45 p.m. 6th Division report Lef1
objactivs. 6th Divieion line now

- road junction S.2.d.8.2 - road jun
eet edge BADGER COPSE - along line of
here in touch with let Divieion.

Tl
ot

'F..

RCDIGT0O02855

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



17th September, 19018,

Operation messapges - 2

‘..I',.,

\

10 GeHelle

7.10 a.m, Siltuation quiet, oome scattered shelling and
machine gun fire on forward areas. R.A.F. report ten

E.A. orashed, 6 out of ocontrol.

®
D-Ehﬁ! L‘}itui

IX Corps report line advanced during day and
now belleved to run South of HOLNON village (in tn‘lylnh with
French) - E. outskirts HOLNON village - S.2.a., - M,31.a,
thence® no change, Hostlle artillery active on HOLNON

and ST. QUENTIN WOODS. Quiet day ou?rontﬂ of Australian
and III Qorps. Estimated prisoners today 1 officer,

20 O.R. Prisoners to 16th instant inclusive: Army cages

126 offlcers, 5680 O.R. 0.0.S. - 23 officers, 877 O.R.
Total 6708,
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18th September, 1918,

)
3ptember, 1918,

with the First French Army on the
Army on the north, the Fourth Army
tack on its whole front with a view to
Lon giving good observation over the
HINDEN Line, he general line of the final
v coincided to a conaiderabls
the old British front line before the German
the 21st March, 1918. A line of exploitation(Blue
down which included the outpost system of the
ENBURG' Line. There was no preliminary bombardment,
) being placed on the effect of surprise, a
artillery concentration including intense
er-battery work, and the adsistance of a fow tanks
the reeistance was expected to be most pronounced.
Ine attack was launched under cover of a F.A.
barrage which came down at zéro, 1.,0., 5-20 a.m.

Lifts were 100 yards at a time and at the
following intervals:-

) ® O | a

M W :
MNP c* X O
e e

s 2
e~
0

@ e+ "

|

W O Y i
JOO O

@
.

O plus 3 minutes.
O plus 5 minutes,.
188 11Tt )

- inclusive.) At 3 minute intervals.
12th 1ift,)

inclusive. ) At 4 minute intsrvals.

On the intermediate objective, or Green Line,
there was a halt of about one hour, during which time
& proiective barrage was maintained.

Ihe advance to the Red Line was carried out
also under a F.A. barrage, but of less density than the
irst advance as the forward movement of s number of
batteries was in progress by then. After a protective
barrage of 16 minutes in front of the Red Line exploita-
tion was carried out supportsd by artillery working
under Divisional arrangements.

Ihe following artillery in actual guns wasg
allotted to Corps.

Ll e —— - e S s e (W

L] 18 = 14-5Hl 60 L E- J '9.2“* ﬁﬂ 112'" '
~ . '

CORPS. pr. 'howr’ pr.'howr' howr' howr' gun 'howr' Total .

.-.-..-_---—J-—-— -l-—L-.-.——L——--Ln—---.—---’.---—L

IX. " 210 ' 480 ' B 650 ' 18 o 278
mst. " 270 ' 90 ' 48 ' 98 ' 24 580
I3, °".870 ' 90 ' 36 o4 ' 30 , 550

' ' / '

— m— B -

--——--I--I--.p

-

e 2nd Tank Bn. was speclally allotted to
Fourth Army and was sub-allottsd to Corpe as followsie

1X Corps, l Section,.
Aust. Corps, 2 Sections.
I11I Corps. 2 Sections.
in order to economise tanks in view of future
operatione, 1t wasg lald down that Corps would not employ
them in front of the @Green Line, with the excention
' left divisioh of the Australian Corps wan
64 to use 1ts tanks as far as the Red Line.

The

RCDIG1002855
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I'ne assembly of the troops took place without 1nci Aer

except on the right of the 6th Division whe re .1 Fed A
arose through the uncertain Lty of the situation about

F =

HOLNON VillfLHH, and the hostile reaction Aus +to +the

F |

operations of the previous day in that vicinity

The attack was launched punctually t«
.U.I.'-’j TIJ'. I,lrl_.ijrhi:rl_jf. I"”"njh, :Lr'.f'l_ A8 A TAm : " s ¥ 4 A - IIII,I

RFJH.:'TT'."I-';'. var ] ; Aaral y . P
the centre, 1.e,, the front of 5 Aust ."“f:.- 1Ay €
the enemy surrendereq freely, |
southern and northern fronts of t
determination. 8 consequence the IX -:. A
were unable to in possension of | :

". .'r ¥ L # ' ’
- 1#.11*.114. moet satiafact. 'Y Pprograse waAas made
‘ i

.-lpl"r. &
" o

!

T™TT
F

al ] ™o Fs T & E :

1 . r i -l 4 N & A .--.I'r‘H"
Al Lhrru,_{h the e8s made in each capes wag of aertreme
?ﬂlUﬂ . T}']ﬂj ' ﬁ.]_ 1 ATl :-:f;urr_ A aATA h"l j aha? *themaeaa)l vaa
in loae Drovdmr +14 3 . . . =¥
“« A O0e PIOX1Mm1 0 ine line of exploitation and
during the it /19th Septembe:

2 b 4 - ' - - . . 4 - - g
n the who | 'ront afiter heavy fighting.

Nn1ad +hia

5 P
Tl L s - i

1t should bea Il . 1s "hat nat Ef."‘."'_‘,. el rigo
the bad atmospheric con .ione practically nc e i ot
be seen and il}'.f‘-ﬂr; | | : ool & r. 1
unable to mﬂiﬁ*ﬁ?ﬁf" > Uime 1tTne
could also "[f.;f...;-,"lJ.

=R

wnict

T

S
n ol
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18th September, 1918,
{103 3.

l

The oasualtlies for the day did not exoceed 1200. The
taking of LE VERGUIER was a very skilful operation. Thie
village was held by a strong garrison inoluding no less
than 50 machine guns, A smoke barrage put dowmn on the
outakirte obsoured the vliew of the ginners who, falling

to observe a sultable target, fired due West in the hope
that they were mesting the Australians in their advance.
The latter, however, having ascertailned the direction of
the fire, worked round the flanke and before the Germans
realized the sltuation, had rushed the position.

III CORPS,

The III Corps attacked with the 74th, 18th,
12th and 58th Divisiens from South to North in the order
naned. From the start heavy fighting took place. The
74th Division progressed well although meeting, possibly,
with less opposition than the other Divisions. The right
maintained touch with the Australian Corpe throughout, but
the left was compelled to conform to the slower advance of
the 18th Division. The latter, after desperate fighting,
captured RONSSOY but not until the troops moving up for
the capture of ths further objective had become involved.
In conssquence, progreesg East of the village was affected
seriously. In RONSSOY and vicinity about 1000 prisoners
were captured. MAY COPSE was not captured until the
early morning of the 19th September. The 12th Divisilon
were held up on the outskirts of EPEHY almost immediately
and practically the whole day was devoted to its capture.
To the North the 58th Division captured PEIZIERE and went
forward only to find the right flank in the air owing to
the situation at EPEHY. A defensive flank was formed
and asslstance given to the 12th Division by operating
from the North. By the afternoon the village was pract-
lcally cleared and the last hostile post fell eventually
at 7.45 p.nm. That the enemy were able to put up such a
strong resistance was due to the Alpine Corps which
fought with determination. The last post to fall in
EPEHY originally consisted of 3 officers and 45 0.R.
When 1t fsll at 7.45 p.m. only 17 of the party were still
unwounded.

A successiul-attack was carried out in co-operation
tions of the Fourth Army, GAUCHE WOOD amongst
ities and 2000 prisoners being captared.

Slight progress was made on the right of the
Fourth Army, FORTAINE-les-QOLERE being taken,

ALRCRAFT.

(a) British,

@ and lBartillery patrols were carried out and
s sent down., Two hostlle batterles were

SAal

-
E:.-.'

432 hours were flown by 188 pilots. Eight
! 11
1

/ successiully
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Ve patrole were carried out. 18
which § were decisive. One E,A,
«A. WOre driven down out of
Three of our machines were reported missing,
126 25-1b. bombs were dropped on MORCOURT.
BUSSIGEY during the night. During the day 16
fosphorous bombs and 41 25-1b. bombs wers aropped
8 Largets of opportunity in connection with our
16,870 machine gun rounds were also fired at
8 ground targets.
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(b) Hosetile.

i}e alreraft were very active. 2l artillery
= crossed the line. At 6.15 p.m., 18
a nes and 10 F.E.A. attacked the troops
m f;re. Several balloons were
ved.

15 offrs. 514 0O.R.
7 OR.

Ow ;lﬁuda and rain in early morning, clearinz
loudy.

?‘;U E-TT }“.RM?' -

18th, 46th (G.H.Q. Reserve), BS8th, 74th
1 Bde, 2nd Cavalry Division (G.H.Q. Reserve).

n, o2nds Divielione.

Austirallan Corps.
| 8%, .-.._n—-{f, ords#, 4th, B6th#® Australian Divieions.

# Oorpe Reserve.

RCDIGT002855

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



18th September, 19018,

107

OPERATION MESSAGE S REQEIVED AND ISSURD.

From III Qorps.

8§.15 a.m, Quiet night. Someé scattered gas shelling
about GUYENCOURT and SAULOOURT otherwise little enemy
activity. All dlvielones report assembly of troope
proceeding satliefactorily.

9 a.m. Reports indlcating attack proceeding satis-
Taotorily. Right Division right brigade at QUARRY L.3.b.
Right Qentre Division started off all right: no news of
progress. Lef't Centre Division report one battalion has
passed railway in F,l.d. Lef't Division: no news of
progress, Enemy shelling PEIZIERE. Some gas shelling
of battery areas before zero. Enemy reply to our barrage
slight. Prisoners have been taken,

9.10 a.,m, 74th Divieion: Right Brigade 200 yards West
of Green Line at 6.30 a.m, In touch with Australians.
Lef't Brigade reported to be on first objective: reported
mopping up TEMPLEUX. 50 prisonerse so far taken,

18th Divisiont 100 prisoners reported. Right Battalion
of Right Brigade moved H.Q. to RONSSOY WOOD. Wounded
officer reports that RONSSOY lna been captured. Battallions
moving forward for Northern attack have not, it is
believed, been checked. 12th Division: Right Brigade
reported advancing. Lef't Brigade held up in EPEHY.
F.0.0. reports our troops seen coming back from EPEHY.
o8th Division: Report battalion H.Q. moved to railway
embankment. PEIZIERE reported bv walking wounded to be
captured.

11.55 a.m. 58th Division hold POPLAR TRENCH X.26. PEIZIERE
mopped up except for PROCTOR POST which is being dealt with,
iroops of Left Division held up in EPEHY have advanced to
trenches in F.2.c¢c, F.8.2. Alr report states we hold EPENY
PELZIERE and heavy fighting proceeding about MAY COPSE.
reports Left Brigade 74th Division were approaching
ne at 9.15 a.m., also seen going over ridge in F.29.
barrage was on RONSSOY and valley in F.22.a. & c.
report from F.0.0. states Rght Brigade 74th Division
n Red Line, Left Brigade 74th Division approaching Red
' Report requires

=
b=t

o @ fu O
L

=

H < g
}.J

0 3 @ e

D

O Hix1xrg qo

74th Division report both brigades on Red Line,
on 18th Division front still obscure. Our troops
in LEMPIRE AND 55th Brigade to be passing
Division are in MAY COPSE and hold from
long RIDGE RESI towards MALASSISE FARM and
AVENUE towards OLD COPSE. Enemy in these two
being dealtwith. 12th Division otherwise on

¥ = [
0O ’{_‘i i yd p

> LI

. adgancing along LARK SPUR. §58th
About 500 prisoners revorted up to

* il
A

(0

no

74th Division report that they are pushing out
18th Division in touch on their right with

=

18th Division and 12th Division arranging

o cH IV
> Ofe

d
ct+

p.m. to capture LEMPIRE, YAK and

cont'd,
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18th September, 1918,

Operation messages - 2.

| _ PUR
Mopping up in EPEHY and

fod
e

74th Division hold Red Line from A.25.4,0,0
are in touch with Australians, to QAT POST
;Gnﬂactih; with 18th Division. 18th Division
themce F.16.4.7.7 - F.18.a2.3.4 - RIDGFE RESERVE
rom F,.15.b.9.8 to F.15.2.4.8 - KNOLL POST =
ST where they connect with 12th Divieion.,
18th Division attack this evening East of
10T yetl known, Situation at MAY COPSE obscurs.
sion line runs along RIDGE RESERVE F.8.b. to
PARM inclusive thence to F.2.c.central .
Germans in CHESNUT AVENUE and TETARD WOOD now
alt with. o8th Division in FIR SUPPORT and
up situation in POPLAR TRENCH X.26.b. V Corps
in sunken lane in X.20.d4. and Meath Lane X.21.a.
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O p.m, Attack on III QCorps front on a front of 4
E'%naay reached final objective on Right Division

ont penetrating to 3 miles, and first objective on
mainder of front except at LEMPIRE ahd kust East of
EHY; ﬁTVillaﬁse of TEMPLEUX-1le-GUERARD, RONSSOY, EPEHY
id PEIZIERE captured. Very heavy fighting took place
in villages and mopoing up contimnued throughout the day.
Lastl post in EPEHY repmted captured at 7.35 P.m, with |
only 17 out of garrison of 48 unwounded. 1959 prisoners
includi;g 43 officers in Corpe cages. Thils 1e exclueivs
of wounded. 8 77-mm, gune captured besides machine guns
and trench mortars. |

From 5th Brigade R.A.F.

.00 a.m. Bay day 2 E.A. orashed and one out of control
Gver_UIEBRAI. 74 28-1b. bombs various targets. By
ight 126 26-1b. bombs various targets.

1

-
.
@ rn

'.

o X3 o = 8Bl

L8

B e I S

From IX Corps.

ri
[
e

0.,50 a.m, E.A. very active on Corpse forward area
Eﬁr{n_+niﬁht. Heavy gas shelling vicinity HOLNON WOOD
and HEMAND. Left Division report attack commenced up to
time Right Divieion no news yet.

6th Divieion: no definite newe Right
it 18 understood CHAMPAGNE TRENCH captured.
talion Right Brigade reported (unconfirmed) on
Left Brigade reported on Green Line.
no newe but belisved held up a bit.
believed on Green Line. '

Left Brigades of both divisions reported on
Right Brigadee of both divieions - position

O6th Divieion 1line believed to mun 8.9.a2.0.0
ych with Prench - along DOUAI TRIENCH Fast of
Age thence along CHAMPACNE TRENCH in M.32.4. &4 b.
takirte FRESNROY. 18t Divielon line believed
| MY TRENCH to M.20b,7.8 thence
thence East of BERTHAUCOURT

ner
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nough employed in
i " did not have
hulfftﬂlff¢i . s0On as they saw them,
Lriang] 11d good
K€ regiments
ldentified on Fourth
I which two reinforced
today: IX Corpe 700,
regitl, emdr. and staff,
U guns. I1IT Corps
* today § 5000, 40
1d machins guns, 70
Prisoners to 17th
fficers, 6680 O.,R. (C.C.S.
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19th Beptember, 1918

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS, 19th September, 1918,

1. During the mnight September 18/19th the Australisn Corpe
oarried out an attack to improve their position in the
Hindenburg outpost line. Thle operation, undertaken by thse
Right Division, was very successful and a considerable rnumber
of prisoners were captured.

On September 19th the IX Corpe endeavoured to advance their
line but encountered strong oppoeition and werse unable to
gun ground.

IThe III Qorps attacked during-the morning and after con-
slderable fighting made an appreciable advance N.E. of the
RONSSOY - EPEHY Road.

North of the QOLOGNE hostile artillery activity inereased
during the day after aquiet night. GUYENCOURT, RONSS0Y,

EPEHY and SAULECOURT were shelled at intervals.

There was more hostile shelling South of the COLOGNE than
usual, the areas chiefly affected belng the roads radiating
from LE VERGUIER and the neighbourhood of VILLERET and JEANCOURT

IX CORPS.

Attempte made by 6th and 1st Divisions to improve their
positions had little or no result, the enemy putting down

heavy &rtillery and machine gun barrages.

AUSTRALIAN CORPS.

During the night 18/19th September, i.e. sbott 11 PB.,
the 4th Australian Division attacked the Hindenburg outpost
line on that portion of their front where it had not been already
occupised, i1.e. N.,W, of BELLENGLISE. On the front of the
Right Brigade the trenches were found to be strongly held, but
as there was heavy rain at the time the enemy were all taking
cover and our troops were amongst them befors they had time to
offer any resistancs. 460 prisoners were captured by this
brigade (the 12th) whoss attacking battalion, the 48th, only
conslsted of 120 all ranks. The 4th Brigade on the left
attacked on a smaller front and were also successful in galning
their objective but sent back no prisoners. The operation was
arranged at short notice, but admirable Staff work combined
with the efforts of the froops, whose elan was 1lrresistibls,
resulted in one of the most successful minor operations in ths
recorde of the Australian Corps. During the day of the 19th
September no operations took place but the front line was
shelled intermittently.

III CORPS.

The 18th, 12th and 58th Divisions attacked in the early
morning and although opposed vigorously by the enemy, made =oms
pro g % At the close of the day the line was advanced to
tha?g § ﬁ of' 550 yards on a 3000 yards front, the maximum
depth gained being 1000 yards in the vicinity of ST. PATRICK'S

VALLEY .

/ 3. THIRD ARMY,
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19th September, 1918,

Q.

THIRD ARMY.

i
Bothing of importance to report. ‘L

FIRST FRENCH ARMY,

An attack launched on the left of the Army
at 12 noon after a three hours' bombardment falled under
heavy artillery and machine gun fire. South of the
SOMME the French captured QOASTREES and ESSIGNY Station
together with a few prisoners,

5. AIRORAFT.

(a) British.

438 hours were flown by 177 pilots. Three
reconnaissances and 30 artillery patrole were oarried
out, also 10 contact patrols. 163 zone ocalls were
gent down and 13 hostile batterles were successfully
neutralized.

Four suocessful photographic flights werse
made and 26 plates exposed.

129 offensive patrols were carried out. There
were three combats one of which was decisilve. One E.A.
wag destroyed. All our machines returned.

One 112-1b, and 156 25-«1b, bombs were dropped
on ESTREES - JONCOURT - LEVERGIES during the night, and
198 25=-1b., bombs were dropped on various targets during
the day. 14,975 machine gun rounds were also fired on
ground targets during the aay.

(b) Hostile.

Hostile airoraft activity was normal. Ten
artillery planes croassed the line,

e

Through Army _ages . a s 170 off., 5254 0O.R.

Through 0.0.Ss. . 15 off., 526 O.R.

Overcast with high wind.

RELIEFS AND MOVES.

Si—

The 46th Division (G.H.Q. Reserve) was transferred
from III Qorps to IX Corps.

COMPOSITION OF FOURTH ARMY.

11T Corps.
12th, 18th, 58th, 74th Divisions, 1 Bde. 2nd
Cavalry Diviesion (G.H.Q. Reserve),

/ IX Qorps.
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19th September, 1918,

S o

€th, 32nd# Divisions, 46th Division (G.H.Q.

i CDTEE‘I s
ond#, 3rds, 4th, Bth# Australien Divisions. I

# Qorpes Reserve.

AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE.

e

*ee 1228.

- co o 6386.
HeEooeo 4350.
De " aes 451.
°e e 02826.

° oo 27303.

e oo «57 .

®oe 16268.

>0 712,

co s 541°5.

oo 0070,

¢ 17865.

°oe 4085.

¢ oo 391.

.« 2820,

¢ e 2031,

& & 8 gg#
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18th Beptember, 1918,

o.

10, AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE.

13:1)(11‘. A-Al HI-EI 1]031
5. 47

1E:pdr¢ R-H.A. H-E- 5802:

B

3"20-uwt. H.E, 5?33'

8. ; §0

18;pdr. H.E. 1133?0

g S. 157564 .
Smoke. 16949

4.5 How. H.E, 59154,

Smoke. 4175'

50-?&1‘. H'El GEE'? :

E L

. 8. 6906,

2. H.E, : oele9.

-Hk. VII. H.E. <268,

8" How. H.E.u' : 4253'

9.2" How. H.E. 3367 .

12" How. H.E. 83.

GENERAL.

First Echelo
to a ca at O
‘G mp I"_.I..t '-Jllg.blj
opening at the latter nlace
September the whole of the Sen:

T0 the new location,.

RCDIGT002855

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1002855



thrown DLACK

}1k"‘lu.ll B}*‘L‘}: Al {
North
RENCHES

At tLag
CHEVI]
1 "C:'l'k‘-'hi ap
F'{“_] A _1\1‘

nel

9 1.'“-'

ARD

i

A [
i 1[k'|-
L]

| ‘| "o,'l’r»-""y
to got beyond DOUAI TRENCH held
'ir Brigade

Lol

W
mr & ‘r'll 111
N A rd R ]

14

5

%
lngd TolLl1owi
Y o x 4= o . ks "
1 1 .':,_‘lf"'1+ LIl
F " w
no.Jl i

AT

% 3 VN {
U L

-1'\. L -|,_'l' W,
.‘.h. \.. L B

noi

1 -_:I'f\q: .

towards

TRENCH 1in

'_?“T‘n.""ll ]'H\‘H*"d

n\' t:t'u'«l t]"l‘:'l.l.'l :l.

AVEe

"‘*L"‘l TRE

19th 8Se EIthhH!‘, 1918,

Operation Messages - £

x’ I'x

\
BERTHAUCOURT where. we
a,m, lst Bde, were
oblective SAMSON AND
& 0. No report vet
of' ESSLING ALLEY. We hold
right flank being refused to
wOODS 1in touch with 8th Divieion.,

gastern end of
TE"- NCHES . %)
SLING ALLEY,

in M.16.a,.
> progreass South
‘kl.r . .
o CARTENOQOY

1:1'1. DU *

o K¢

alon report attack this morning again
atrong opposition. Right Brigade unable
up by wire and oroses M.G.
aleso unable to advance. In places
to allow barage to be put down were
agsembly pnﬂitimn On right we occupy
00 = S,.,2 8.8 with patrols in

f1¢ n.k in DOUAI TRENCH unce
far as AMERICAN ALLEY.
NCH not clear. We probably
line on spur in M.27.c. & a.
present in touch with division on
SNOY TRENCH. Movement by day

and cross machine pun fire.

SAWT1

.7 _A4A.858
' W s %

yt position of
NCH as
1!‘1: 'L'LJN TR

15 o We hold

r':t
-

but

Liing
ision report line as followe in touch
poats at S5.8.0.8.9, S.8.4.1,.9
o 0% =P~ 4 pnﬂt at E.?..ﬂ..._. 4.0, one

Se0.D.9.6. (HAMPAGNE THE“.!**GTI held

machine guns M.27 .b.9.2. Posts

ESNOY . Believed in touch with

n no changes. 1st Brigade

unsuccessful. Hoagstlle

M.l18.central dispersed by

atlile machine guns active at M.15.b.,
Trenches East of FRESNOY heavily

Estimated prisoners 4 0O.R.

T control. %209 25=-
156

A. orashed, 4 ouf
' 2f=1b., bombg oOn

E.J-: 'DT:’_"' -1- -lbi_’-
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19th Se pt ember, 1918,

Operation megpages « 4.

\\®

\'} GDI""DH. 111 Corps r]ur'in;f 18th captured 2200 prisonsreg
and 10 gune. fotal prisonere for the 4th Army on ‘F“"J"“J
and 19th esptimated at 8000 . e

7.46 p.m, IX Qorps line now rune ae r-11rwy a.7.4.8
. - § [ # A g
n touch with Prench) - pogte at £.8.¢ 9 and £.8.4
. - 1 ’ - "' s " s M W ’
-= thenoce 8.8.c. and b, - M,3%,b, ~ M,27.4. - West edee
] £l s r i

™ W g i

FREENOY - E., of BERTHAUCOURT - 8T. HELFNE - thence aeg
before, Attacke of 6th and 1et Divisione fhi?rééﬂnfﬂr
met very strong oppoeition and were unable to muﬁa iy
progress, Augtralian Qorps report hostile artil if:-r'y and
machine guns active. Oonsiderable hostile movement seer
near BELLICOURT and NAUROY . 111 Qorpe: no char et
front 74th Divieion., At 11 a.m, 18th and 12th T
attacked to gain poste in F.10 and trench av: ftte‘r'.

o & 2, Attack met heavy artillery bs rrage and

I'ire and situation not clear but we nold LEMPIRF

WO0D -~ F.,9.b.8.,4 = OLD COPSE - MALA SS18E PAR

WOoOoD. Letimated prisoners taken 18th

8000, Prisonerse thm ugh Armv cages t

139 officers, 6194 O0.R., through 0.0.S

Total 7248,

]
g | '
J-;h."
eF
.l"
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20th September, 1918,

N4
:J

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS, 20th September, 1918,

= There were only minor infantry encounters on
the front of the IX OQorps. HOLNON village, however,
was ocleared of the enemy. On the Australian Qorps front
no infantry action occurred with the exception of a
small enterprise East of the Hindenburg outpoet line.
An operation by the III Qorps resulted in a slight
advange. LEMPIRE and MALASSISE FARM were captured.
North of the COLOGNE enemy artillery activity showed
a slight lnorease but elsewhere on the Army front the
day pasesed fairly quieéetly.

IX QORPS.

Shortly after daylight a bombing attack by the
enemy West of PONTRU caused a slight withdrawal of our
outposts, A counter-attack subsequently restored the
sltuation. Parties of the enemy iIn the village of
HOLNON were ejected.

AUSTRALIAN CORPS.

A minor operation whiash met with little
opposition resulted in our establishing a line of posts
immedietely East of the Hindenburg outpost line on the
front of the Right Brigade, Right Division.

III CORPS.

An operation was carried out at 11 a.m., by the
18th and l1l2th Divisione without encountering much
opposition. An advance of some importance was effected.
LEMPIRE village, MALASSISE FARM and X, Y and Z Copses
were captured together with three prisoners.

O . THIRD ARMY.

Situation unchanged.

FIRST FRENCH ARMY.

A minor advance South of the SOMME was effected.

AIRCRAFT.

(a) British.

434 hours were flown by 182 pilots. Six
reconnaisesances and 20 artillery patrols were carried out.
121 zone calls were sent down and 8 hostile batteries were
succeesfully nmeutralized.

Ten photographlic flights were undertaken and
245 plates exposed.

/ 125 offensive
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20th September, 1918.

i
10

1288 offensive patrols were carried out. 20
combats took placem 11 of which were decisive. Nine E.A.
were destroyed and two E.A, sent down out of control.

Four of our machines failed to return.

128 25-1b. bombs were dropped on various targets
during the day, and seven 112-1b. bombs were dropped on
ST. QUENTIN siding and 12 112-1b. bombs on y1LLERS
OUTREAD during the day.

(b) Hostile.

Hostile aircraft activity was much above normal
chiefly after 4 p.m. 14 artillery machines and 568 F.E.A,
d*oesed the line. During the night a hostile bombing
plane was brought down in flamee by Lewis gun fire
from the ground near JEANCOURT.
PRISONERS.

Through Army Cages 6 off., 219 O.R.

Through ¢.C.Se. ¥ oftT., 189 O.R.
WEATHER.

Variable. Occaslonal showers with bright
intervals.

RELIEFS AND MOVES,

There were no moves of importance.

QOMPOSITION OF FOURTH ARMY,

111 QCorps.
12th, 18th, 58th, 74th Divisions, 1 Bde. 2nd
Cavalry Division (G.H.Q. Reserve).

IX Corpe.
lst, 6th, 32nd# Divisions, 46th Division (G.H.Q.

Regerves).

Australian Corps.
18t, 2nd#, 3rds, 4th, Oth# Australian Divieilons.

# Corps Reasrve.

AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE.

3-pdr. AA. HE. 1604, 60-pdr. HE. 3870.
" S. 919. s S. 4887 ,
15-pdr. RHA. HE. 742 . 8" H.E. 168684,
" S, 800. " Gas, 459.

1B:pdr- HnE- 30183- 8" H'}r- VII. m: 2801
"

S. 39720, S. oas .

" Smoke . 144 . 8" How. HE. 2385,
4.5 How. HE, 18362, 9.2" How. HE. 1623,
» Smoke, 793 . 73.
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20th September, 1918,

OPERATION MESSAGES RECEIVED AND 1EC0UED.,

r
NI e L ______

From Australian Qorps,

8.50 a,m, Right Brigade Right Division advanced thelr
outpost 1line slightly durinmﬁight. Six prisoners taken,
Scattered shelling forward and- support areas. Otherwlise
situation aquiet,

6.658 p.m. Very quiet day on Right Division front.
t scattered shelling on the forward areas. Left

Division front - hostlile artillery actlive on squares
G.8, G.,13, G.14, L.4, L.5, L.10, L.1ll mostly 4795 and
b. “s. Trench mortare active on G.7.b. Coneiderable
transport and foot traffic on roads and tracke in vicinity
of BELLICOURT and NAUROX. Prisoners through Corpe cage
since 6 p.m, 19th inst. 31 O.,R. Total gince 18th, 147
officers 3986 O.R. Guns as far as reported captured

one 9.2, eight 8", seven 5.9, ten 4.2, 47 77s, three
anti-tank gune, total 76.

8.0 p.m., Daylight patrol 1lgt Australien Divielon
caeptured 5 prisoners 1n G.1l4.

IX Corpe.

6.34 a.m, Situation unchanged EKGEE?EEI Fiﬁht
HOLNON clear of enemy. Artillery and machine
mich reduced.

6.35 p.m. Shortly after daylight-®enemy
down E’ELIQH”T ALLEY (M,9.¢c) from LE DUC
outposts temporarily driven 1n. Situatlo
cﬁuntpr-a+tack. Line Left Division runs _
8th Division about M.20.4.8.0 = ¥.21.8.2.2 &l
TRENCH to Jjunc tiDP Tibh ESSLING ALLEY thence
to ¥.21.2.25.86 - M.16.c.3.3 - M,1O a.,4.0 ~-
M.,15.a.4.8 - M.L.G.T.ﬁ - Me9.c.2.8 - M,9.8,.1.

- M.3.central and in touch with 4th Australian
at ”.3 g ) P gituation on Right Divieion ”“?:”1$
unchanged. shelling at N.,E. end of ST. QUENI
wOO Captures 1 prisoner, < heavy trench mortars,
1ig nt trench mortars and one 77 mm

{0
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I1I Corps.,

25 EL.T:. Et. E].l‘
nerwise y 18 17u+1= hoetile

D :

ROOM and OGKF DEN TRENCHES, ZEBRA .
LLZFIRE POST and the whole of ﬁ;?;;u
egtablished throughout. NO changse
of thils. No gas shelling reported

®
(A
)
<
5

Situation unchanged.
gervers report 5 FF D.I.
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20th September, 19018,

Operation messages = 2.

and about 350 men, MULE and BIRD TRENCHES to BRAETON
POST held by anemy. Three prisoners Jaeger Regt .
gaptured.

From S5th Brigade R.A.F,.

7.18 a.nm. One E.A. orashed, eight 112-1b, and 75 25-1D.
bPombe dropped. Night flying nill,

T'ﬂ h}qH.Q-

7.10 a.,m, IX Copps report HOLNON clear of enemy.
Australlian Corps advanced line slightly on right flank
North of ST. HELENE taking 6 prisoners. No change 1n
line III Qorps South of LEMPIRE thence we hold whole !
of LEMPIRE - LEMPIRE POST (F.10.4.) - YAK POST - ZEBRA
POST (F.10.b) - OOKENDEN and ROOM TRENCH (F.3.b. & a)
with touch established throuchout - then as previously
reported. Scattered shelling by enemy of forward areas
on whole front.

7.45 p.m, IX Qorps reports shortly after daylight
snemyv aLtacked our outposte in M.9.c. Wl which were
t?ﬂpbrarily driven 1n. situation restored by counter-
attack. Right Division front unchanged. Left Division
line runs M.20.4.8.0 - M.21.8.2.2 = M.21.8.2.9 - Melb.c.35.9
- M.,15.8.4.8 - M.,9.,6.7.6 - M.9.0.,2,8 - M.9.8:.1.2 =
K.3.central - M.%.b.0.7 where in touch with
jan Corps. Australian Corps reports line unchﬂ@gad
, artillery active HARGICOURT, VILLERET and vicinity.
a reports line unchanged. Estimated prisoners
_ )eR. Prisoners to 19th inst, inclusive: ATrmy
09 officers, 11448 0.R. Through C.C.S. 38 officers,
Total 13211.
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:U HTH .‘LR: ﬂ"l' -

Summary of Casualties reported
between 6 p.m. Friday 13th Sep-
tember and 6 p.m., Friday 20th
September, 1918.

o7 | 990 | 171 | 2428

Total casucslties =

ers officers.
5240 pther ranks.
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2let Beptember, 1918,

f} 'F”J

SUMMARY oOF OFERATIONS, 21s8% Spptember, 1918,

The III and Austrelien Corps carried out an
operation East of HARGICOURT and LEMPIRE with the
Hindenburg outpost line as Objective, All dAivieione of
III Qorpe and the left dlvieion of the Australier Corpe
were engaged, Enemy resistance throughout wae very
determined and his counter attecke were lsunched under
cover of heavy artillery and machine gun fire. Although
the III Corpe did not galn their objective, considerahle
progrees was made and a good deal of useful ground
gained. Heavy casualtiee were inflicted on the enemy.

Our artillery esupported the attack with barrage
fire and bombardment of nogtile battery areas and
communications. During theée night the ITI Corps carried
out a special programme of haraeeing fire and gas coh-
centration,.

North of the COLOGNE the enemy'e artillery
activity increased considerably, but South of the river
fire was generally lees than during the preceding 24
hours except for a considerable amount of shelling in the
vicinity of MARICOURT. Further S8outh hostile artillery
activity was normal.

Hostlle shelling wae falrly light up to the
commencement of operations but rapidly increased in
volume especlelly in the LEMPIRE Sector. HesV. PuNne were
active on both forward and battery areag and contirnually
harassed our roade and communicatione.

III CORPS.

The III Qorps attacked at 5.40 a.m., with four
divieions, the 74th and B8th Divieione on a two-brigade
front, and the 12th and 18th Divisions on a one=brigade
front.

The attack proceeded well for some distance
but hostile resistance increased and counter-attacks
developed causing our troope to give up some of the ground
gained. The 74th Division captured QUENNEMONT FARM but
wereumable to hold it. In the same way the 18th Diviesion
captured TOMBOIS FARM but were forced to withdraw by a
heavy counter-attack.

The 12th Division again attacked at 1.30 P.m,
with the intention of gaining the LITTLE PRIEL FARM SPUR
but were unable to make any progress on account of heavy
enemy machine gun fire from CATELET COPSE. '

As the result of the day's operations the line
wae finally established A.25.4.0.0 - BELLICOURT Road -
Fe29.be7.4 - BENJAMIN POST - BULL POST (both inclusive) -
East of ZEBRA POST - F.4.4.0.7 - F.4¢.2.,7.6 - thence along
MULE TRENCH to X.27.central.

IR CORPS.

No infentry operations were underteaken, Hostile
artillery shelled MAISSEMY and areas to the East of the

/ village
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2lst September, 1918,

'; . i'flIlr EI
193
\
village with Blue Orose gas shells during the afternoon,

otherwiese the day was fairly quiet,

AUSTRALIAN CORPS.

During the night strong reconmnoitring detachmenté
established poste on a general line G.27.b., - G.21.4.

At 5.40 a.m. the 18t Australian Division in
conjunotion with the III Qorpe attacked the spur in G,2
(East of HARGICOURT). In splte of considerable opposeitic
the line was advanced to a depth of 1000 yarde. The line
was held and consolidated G.2.¢c.0.4 - G,2.2.8,0 =
G.2.4.9.9 - A 26.0.2.4 - A,25,4.8.4. 49 prisoners were
captured.

Except for the usual hostile harassing fire
the remainder of the Qorps front was fairly quiet.

THIRD ARMY.

The Right Division of the V Qorps attacked at
5.40 a.m, in conjJunction with the III Corps and made some
progress in X.21l.b. & 4d. and X.15.b. & d. but strong enemy
counter-attacks prevented further progress.

FIRST FRENCH ARMY,

During the night a strong enemy counter-attack o
CASTRES was repulsed. The French occuplied BENAY and the
farm to the East of the village in H.2l.a.2.7.
p, Patrols were very actlve during the day in the
vicinity Hf HINACOURT and gained a little ground in vicinit
of HILL 100 in K.33.D.

AIRCRAFT.

(a) British.

391 hours were flown by 17C pilots. Nine
reconnalssances and 16 artillery patrols were carried out.
121 zone calle were sent down. Four hostlile batteries
were successfully engaged for destruction and eight neutral
1zed.

86 offensive patrols were made. Nine combate
took place, one being decisive. One E.A. was destroyed.
All our machines returned.

One 112-1b, and 124 25-=1b. bombe were dropped on
GOUY and BEAUREVOIR during the night, and 145 25yIhbombs
were dropped on various targets during the day. During
our operations on the III Corps front threeanti-tank guns
were silenced by bombs and machine gun fire.

(b) Hostile.

Hostile sircraft activity showed a slight
decrease but was still above normal. Six artillery
machines and 18 F.E.A, crossed the line., Strang patrols
were again in evidence mostly over the enemy's lines.

/ 6. PRISONERS.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1002855



2lst September, 1918,

S

Ihrough Army Cages

. |
‘o
1!-'1"!"!-.'-‘_1' -1n i i -
T...-.x*-‘h,a. 'lul'l-'l...ri:._"E-

<nd Cavalry Divieion was
Reserve to Army Reserve.

QONPOSITION OF FOURTH ARMY,

111 Corps.
Iifh, 18th, 58th, 74th Divisions, 1 B
Cavairy Divieion (Army’ReEerve). ’ e

1X Corps.
t &
Eeaervg?.’ 8th, 32nds Divieions, 46th Division (G.H.Q.

aAustralian Qorps.
1st, 2nd#, 3rds, 4th, S5the Australian Divieions,

-
= c-"".'r""“ 8 Hagarva
TN - s ar bt el e ¥

10, AMMUNITION EXPERDITURE.

13-pdr. A.A. H.E. 1469 .
. S. 660,
u:pdr. R.H.A. H.E. Tia

S 063,
75,

18.
29066,
574286 .,
2181,
15421,
1039.
386 .
4882,
5104,
16767.
15618.
447 .
406 ,

Bl .
2975.
20786,
92 .
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OPERATION MESSAGES RECEIVED AND ISSUED. 2918

From 6th Brigade R.A.F.

6,30 a,m, Nine E.A, orashed, two out of control. 38

=1lD, bombe, 128 25-~1b, bombs. By night 124 26-1b,
bomby one 112-1b. bomb on varioue tﬂiﬁ%tﬂ.

From III Qorps.

€.30 a.m, As result of emall operation yesterday we now
hold No. 12 COPSE in F.3.D. Quiet night, 18th Divieion
report enemy artillery quiet ti11 11 P.m, and then commenced
harassing fire including slight gae shelling, At © a.m,
onemy commenced shelling area F.23 East of RONSSO0Y. E.A.
bombed TEMPLEUX-1le-GUERARD. FPorming up of troops reported

;n4gava proceeded satisfactorily and our barrage opened at
s ﬂ.[ﬂq. .y

Early reports indicate attack going well,
Tanks moved forward satisfactorily except one broken down.
Hostlle artillery fire reported at first feirly heavy but
later severe. 7.40 a.,m, 74th Division reported Left Bde.
t0 have captured QAT POST. 18th Divieion at 6.45 a.m,
report DOLEFUL POST captured and to have reaghed sunken
road 200 yards East of DOLEFUL POST. Air reports 7.10
a.m, our men seen at FLEECEALL POST but not on KNOLL.

]
T Eatae — - — e i
J e - ’ - - - L - L T T T i O — . -..--q-.—-;---+u.|-
-

(B '
- -— - - i e - L -
& . J
- Lt et - A E— — S o o

Much A.A, machine gun from GILLEMONT FARM. 12th Diwn.
report 8 a.,m, two success signals seen in direction of
BRAETON POST and troope in sunken road F.,85.c. and along wire
to F.5.4.0,0, 18th Division report 8.50 a.m. wounded
trench mortar officer states DUNCOAN POST F.17.4. which at
first gave trouble ie now in our hands with 50 prisoners,
8.50 a.m., 74th Division report troope in QUENNEMONT FARM,
and have passed QUENNET COPSE. Succese signal seen from
Right Brigads. Right Battalion Left Brigade nearing second
objective at 8.5 a.m. Prisonere coming in: eestimsted

100 to 200,

2.40 p.m. Our troops reported in GILLEJMONT FARM. FEnem
still 1In CAT POST F.24 .a., and being dealt with. Air rengrt
states GILLEMONT FARM being shelled by enemy and GILILEMONT
PIT TRENCH South of farm empty. Four officers 94 0O.,R. of
121st Division captured by 74th Division in A.20.a, Two
tanke reported broken down Fe.24.c. and two knocked out

near BULL POST. 18th-Division heavily counter-sttacked and
no longer hold FLEECEALL POST. 12th Divieion Left Brigede
held up about F.4.2.7.7 by machine sun fire from HEYTHORPE
POST. Division attacked at 1 p.m. to gain LITTLE PRIEL
FARM SPUR. 08th Division reported to have gained West end
of' KILDARE LANE and road South of KILDARE POST but unable t
progress owlng to heavy machine gun fire from LIMERICK POST
LITTLE PRIEL FARM and BIRDCAGE. Later report states

74th Division no longer hold QUENNEMONT FARM but occupy
trench West of it. *

C

gun 1ire quieter. 12th Division attack at 1.
to progrees owing to heavy machine sun fi
COPSE, HEYTHORP POST. 18th Division

7 .55 P.m. O8th Division report enemy artille
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Operation Mﬂgaagaa - 2,
# i' )hf}
' ,ine on divisionfront.
A pveins made to establish Red I _
Eii;rgivizion no ochange, Enemy raaiatann: haﬂhﬁzznpsﬁrong
throughout the day with heavy ﬂrtiliﬂgg gﬂn Eﬂf 4
Mwe . rigoners 150, Line rmmans Ae. Qo e r -
giETiDﬂUET Road to F.29.b.7 .4 - BENJAMIN gggﬁﬁ ng%L-PG_T
(both incluaizﬂ)l_ ?524'dégéﬁv;£ggagaﬂi Ef JEBRA POST =
L'l ﬁﬂ::T NoCLUBLVO = L ’ : s ;-
gotlﬁﬂg ; - F.4tn.7.6 - N.W. along MULE TRENCH A.27 .cent

North to Corps boundary. Enemy holde junction of MULE
TRENOH and PATRICK AVENUE.

IX Qorps.

' ' tive. some shelling
J m. Hostile artillery less ao J
igsﬁl%.:wy areas and qpaamﬂdic burste East of ST, QUENTIN
bl < LEBT'Y QL0040 L S .
WoOD . o puns quieter.

‘ $ front. Hostlle
D ! i tuation unchanged on Qorps )
D-%gIE;;; fiirl; active. Motor transport mﬂvemeﬁiinn
iﬁn* U 21 ah East of ST. QUENTIN. Some gas shelling,
e oross, MAISSEMY, M,19, M,20, Osptures mil.
ik, " A =0 =" i. .

From Australlan GDTEE-

‘ ing ight Division
8 .55 a.m, Strong fighting patrols of R1g

B L LU

nd
regconmo.tred M e eround rorward of our front llne a

&,

' e 8 .74 G.28 Eﬂd Giglj
located the enemy 1L trench system in G.o%,

ral line
vore established by Left Brigade on gene -
”U%hqz.t S_ET‘EIE,E — nglidf014 — Giglidlgin

L' e Ly &

7 Patrols report enemy alert and hostlle

;;ér verv active especially frow G .54 u?g G.28.a.
ri?i?f? fairly actilve. E.A. nlﬁbﬁhgﬂgivgﬁinr
vérv active on forward grea. LRIF = figméu
ﬁT:T; lerge bombling machine shot down 1 \meg

e e
-sun fire from the ground in L.5<.C.
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ight Divislon: EE%EtErEd ;;iminizzl%%igegfmvar
' ine 1ipere a8y . enemy T :
5~ Li?%mﬁiiziiézqfrﬂn{ enemy artillery ﬂthgﬁ.
. movement in squares G.4, 5, 6, 10,'11‘i2
engaged by our artillery and Gﬂﬂﬂdltlﬁul
"blowing up railways 1n G.H5.Cc, 8NA Dele
OeRe

¥ Corps reports hostile artillary affcmachlne
agctive. ustralian Corps rﬁpoite pnglud ol
. 1ine (.275h.8,8 = BAT . bill.3 = Gl uly et o
51 .2.8 Hostile artillery fairly actlVe
veryv active on forward area.
s brought down in flames
in L.32.cC. Dccupants
result of small cnera?inn
COPSE in F.5.D. Fairly
our troops for attack
barrage opened at 5.40 2.m ., Fﬁj o
o B.A. crashed and two out ©Oi

Lo e

1ian Corps reports Lﬁft‘Diviﬁigpfd@fangid
in G,14 but no detaills ren%lnga. o(
far. ITI Corpe reports gttack
_éirtange but hostile resistance

/ increased
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Operation meesages =

and counter-attacks developed in face of which
he ground gained could not be maintained. 74th
n believed to have captured QUENNEMONT FARM bDut
to mainfain possession. Heavy counter=-attack
18th Division to withdraw from TOMBOIS FARM. 12th
reported to have attacked again at 1 p.m. 1n
direction to gain LITTLE PRIEL FARM SPUR but no
to hand. 58th Division believed to have posts
road running North and South through X.28.cent.
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ront believed to run A.26.c - A.25.0.5.0 =
& b- i Ftlli{:- = Flll;E‘-i — Fiq'ldi & a
R.0.0. Esetimated prisoners 200,

3
mh

POQMFAMDO & DO M-

I » O
4]

-

Corps nothing to report. Left Division

orps in conjunction with III Corps attacked

2. Line gained and held runs G.2.C.4.0 -
Ge2:8,9.9 - A.26.c.2.4 - A.25.4.8.7. III CQorps
ult of todag's attack line runs A.25.d4.0.0
ICOURT ROAD - F.29.b.7.4 - BENJAMIN POST - BULL

oth inmlueive) - A. 24,c.,0 5 = West of DUNCAN POST
EFUL POST (inclusive) - East of ZEBRA POST -

0.7 - F.4.8,7.8 - thence N.W. along MULE TRENCH to
.u—nt“al Attack by 12th Division at 1.50 p.m, was
ble to make progress owing to heavy machine gun fire
GETLLLT COPSE and HEYTHORP POST. Enemy resistance
oughout day has been very determined and his counter-
ttacke launched under heavy artillery and machine gun fire.
nsttm ited prisoners today 200, Prisoners to 20th inclu-
aive:- Army cages 315 officers, 11687 O.,R. Through C.C.S.
47 officers, 15685 0.T. Total 15614,
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¥ 199

)
Enemy Gas Shell Activity on Fourth Army Front

L i —

for week ending September 21st, 1918.

 m—

Gas shelling has been heavy especially on the fronts
of the IIT and IX Corps.

Fifteen bombardments of 100 rounde or over have been
reported, eix of these being of 100cor more rounds,

The Gas used has been mainly Yellow Cross.

The areas mostly affected were GUYENCOURT, SAULCOURT
and VILLERS FAUCON on III Corps front and VERMAND, MARTEVILLE
and HOLNON WOOD on IX Corps front,

Casualties in III Corps were heavy on the nights
18 /17th and 17 /18th and in IX Corpe on the night 17/18th.

The total number of gas shell fired 1s estimated at
approximately 17,500. Casualtiee work out at about one to

every 12 shell,

Casualties for weeki:=

1381 (Officers.
(Other Ranks.

Deaths: - Nil.
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INo,., of
Rounds

T4me of
Bombardment.

8th Divislon. )
1at Aust. Dlw. 109
" 20
200
(hpprﬂx)

100

10 pm to 2 am
12=%0 am.
o 0-%) pm = 4 am

50

4th Aust. Div.
" :;:._r}

12=0 pm
11-0 pm

P=30 phl
10=0 am
th Divielon. -
74th Divieion. 8=0 to 7=0 pm
1st Aust. Div. 9=-0 pm
. O=350 pm
11=-0 pm
Midnight

100

70
Sslight
10

100

o0

20

50

18t D%viaion.

4th AEBt. Div.

st Division
18th Division
74th Divislon

50
1,500
4,000

12-0 ‘p!'ﬁ
OuZ) = O=50 am
12=30 = O=(0 am

20
100
100

1st Aust. Div. - 10 pm.
. ZaZ0 = 5=30 an

2 puring night.
Bee() = 9=0 am
Mid., = 2.0 am
Qwf) = 12 Midn.
D) = O=30 am
Mid, = 4=30 am|

1,500
5,000
o0
1,000
500

1t Divislion.
i

12th Divislion.
18th Divislon.

"

- )= 00

=3

hCTIVITI FOR WEEK ENDIKNG ¥ .

Yellow Cross.
Yellow & Blue Croses.
Vinenwerfer chell.
Blue & Yellow Croes.

Yellow & Blue Croes.

Blue Croes.
" =

Yellow Crossa.
B}un Crgaa.

Green Crose
" n

Blue Crose.
n n

Blue Cross
Yellow Cross
vYellow with Tew
Green & Blue X.
Blue Cross.
Yellow Cro=s.
Blus Cross.

vYellow & Blus Cross.
" " "

Blue Cross.
Yellow Oreosgs. <«
Yellow, with Tew
Green & Blue X.

-fO -

f
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1

X.10.4.,
L.20.0.K.%0.8, Lo
L, .26 .4.
¥.28.b.K.17 )
K.22 & K.23 )
K.O.,8.% C.E. 15 .8
and MARQUAIX.
Re2.ReD.0C L. 08,
Q.17 .4. Q.18.0.Q. ZJ.b

R.7.0.

R.%4.D.
X.1l0.4.

Eilg &
K.29.D.

KlBE «C -K-gggﬂ-.
R.14.D.

L-SE-b Os & d.

x 4‘ dl
£.9.10.E.15.8 & b.
r.2%3.4. E«.29.

El30 A & ﬂl‘ B:l
K.18.8. & D.

K.18. % K.17.
K’llll:- & d-‘

X.2.8. & D.
R.25.4. R.26.cC.
W.12.h. X.2.8.
B.0,

E.15

D.12

% ©)

)

N.JthCOURT.
JEANCOURT.

¢.Bse ROISEL.

¥.¥, ROISEL.

8. JEARCOURT.
i - EGHGOURT L3

BEOLKRON IOOD

% . LONGAVESNES
8. HERVILLY

V. - 0=

s .E. VENDELLES
S. JEARCOURT

¥.¥. BEOQLNOK WOOD
S, SAULCOURT

. VILLERS FAUCON.

ROTSEL.
ROISEL.
N.E. ROTSEL
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sept. 19/20th

gept. 20 /218t
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18th Division.
18t Aus.t . DiV,
18th Division.
8th Division.

74th Dzviuion.

1st Augt. Div.

T=0 pem.

1 to 2 a.Mm,
n

' shelling.

90
40

Few

Slight
shelling
20
12

Yellow Cross,
M "
Blue Croas.

Gresn Crose,

T

Blus Cross
f u

Green Cross
Yellow Crons

Over Divisional Area.
L%,
L&,

E.24.

xl‘lglﬂ.

F-SG IHII
L.4.b,

N+ HARGICOURT.
- Q=

ST. EMILE.

¥+ HOLNON WOOD.
N.E. HARGICOURT.
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1, Nature of shelling shown by respective colours,
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pontributed to the svoctes cf the davy,
On the 19th instant the énemy reirfcrced the fr¢
near LEMPIRE by the 12l1lat bi!iﬂift Counter-attacks
carried out durlng the evening, m ffcrced our troche
give ground. The FNorthern end ¢ LEMPIRE Vill:s
captured by the enemy,
On the 20th inetant a conelderable amou
galnod by the enemy was receptured by loecal
Further south the Germane reinfcorced tl
the OMIGNCN by the 185th Divieion, Smrall
countéer-attacks in this aresa were crvehec

GRIQOOURT area .the 197th Division reinfcrced
did not attempr-to ATy 01 any sariou
to regain ground, =

o JTil....l:”m'rbI' UF

(=3 — g am am

purilin g the wogk
f'ive divisione ~1’1r.,
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or cureelves, sinc
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the battlefield
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m1-
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tained,

;:.1;".'4- I-.JF._' UE Il
rrqm the statsm

resorves appear

npar that the ane
isione to carry out
the HIKDENBUEKG Line is
tC have no fcundation
goem Prcbable at
reservo 1is8 not
the line

INERY'S
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22nd September, 1918.

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS, 22nd September, 1918.

During the night 21/22nd September several
minor operations were carried out along the whole front
of the III Corps with varying success. Operations were
contimied thm ughout the day and valuable progress was
made in spite of heavy enemy resistance. As the result
of the se operations 300 prisoners were secured and the
enemy's front line captured in many places.

This morning fairly heavy concentrations, of
which a large proportion were gas shell, were directed
against the high ground between MALAKOFF and LE SART FARMS.
During the aftermogn the III Corps front was heavily
bombagded for several hours. Further South the area East
of ATTILLY was heavily shelled for short periods inter-
mittently throughout the day culminating in an intense
bombardment between 3.30 p.m. and 6.30 p.m, Oonsiderable
quBntities of blue and yellow cross gas shell were
employed.

Speclal bombardments were carried out by our
artillery in support of infantry operations, and strong
haraesing fire was maintained on the enemy's communicatione
and all likely localities of assembly. Traffic on the
BELLENGLISE - LEVERGIES and BELLICOURT - NAUROY Roads
was dealt with by heavy artillery and many casualties were

inflicted.

I11I CORPS.

During the night the 74th Division attacked and
captured POT TRENCH, CAT POST and QUADRILATERAL with 50
prisonere and several machine guns. At the same time the
18th Division captured DUNCAN POST and TOMBOIS FARM with
50 prisomners but were unable to maintain the ground won
on account of the enemy's counter-sttacks. HAYTHORP POST,
LITTLE PRIEL FARM and ORUCIFORM POST were captured by the
12th Division after hard fighting in which a few prlsoners
were secured. The fighting continmued throughout the day
and eventually DUNCAN and BRAEBRTON POSTS were captured and
held although the enemy endeavoured to recapture them by
violent counter-attacks supported by heavy artillery and
trench mortar fire.

Following on a heavy bombardment of the front
line system of the 18th Divieion the enemy attacked at
4 p.m, and again at 6 p.m. between DOLEFUL and DUNCAN POSTS
but were repulsed leaving 21 prisoners in our hands. In
each case the attack was made with one battallion, of which
very few returned to their trenches on account of our
heavy artillery and machine gun fire. Not content with

L=}

repdleing the attack, troops of the 18th Division rushed

and capturdd DUNCAN AVENUE which had been the scene of
many indeclsive and bloody combats during the day. Over
100 prisoners were captured in this fiphting and the whole

of DUNCAN AVENUE weae firmly established.

IX CORPS.

No infantry operations were undertaken during
the day and with the exception of the heavy hostile shelling

/ of areae
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cend Beptember, 1918,

r
< o

of areas Eapt of ATTILLY the day pars , fdirly quletly.

AUSTRALIAN CORPS,

The sltuatlon remained uh’;h.'-ui;{_ﬂ 7 Forwerd areag
were pubjected to the usual haraegsing fire which wae more
in evidence 1n the vicinity of HARGICOURT. H. Ve Mmine wers
active West of HESBECOURT and ROISEL.

THIRD ARMY.

Enemy attacks South of VILLERE
MOEUVRES were repulsed and 150 pridonerse capt

A the result of a minor operation
North of MOEUVRES the line wae advanced slig
few prisoners secured,

FIRST FRENCH ARMY.

Sltuation qul

AIRCRAFT.

reconnAalssan
and 768 zons
spuccesassfiully
neutralized,
13% offenalve patrols
combats in ths air
™™o E.A., were destiroys
return.
Fourteen photogr
during which 149 plates wse
One l1ll12-=1b,., and
arious targets during
During the y ¢
ESSIGNY, ROUVROY, VILLERS
2B=1b, bombs were dropped
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PEnd September, 1018,
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RELIEFS AND MOVES.,

The 48th Division (from G.H.Q. Reserve), IX
Oorps, relieved the 4th Australlan Divieion in the line
on the night 8lst/22nd, the IX Corps thue extending lts
boundary Northwards one diviaional frontage.

QOMPOSITION OF FOURTH ARMY.

I1I Corps. _
T.E_fh, 18th, 58th, 74th Divlislions, 1 Bde. 2nd
OQavalry Division (Army Reserve).

T ™Da
I1X Qorps,

18t, 6th, 32nd#, 46th Divisions.

Australian QCorps.
ist, ona#, 3rds, 4thes, 5the# Australlan Divisions.

# Corpe Reserve,

AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE.

1:’:-?&11‘. -‘11-‘.1- H.E'T,
n Lq.
1"1-3..1\.1:" R-‘H'-;‘lt Hi}_‘:-
n -
h..".
18-pdr. H.E.

n o

Smoke .
4.5" HOW- H-E"
SmoKe.
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1§ P

oend Septenber, 1918
Operatlon meseage

day of forward and back areag especlially on EPEHY =

RONCS0Y Roed., Prisonere during least 24 houre estimated

over 200, Great mumber of enemy dead counted, No gae

ghelling reported,

From 6th Brigudﬁ1§.ﬂ.ﬁ.

6.60 a.m. One E.A, orashed, one out of control.
TI2-10. bombe, 113 26=1b. bombe. By night on
owt. of bombe dropped on varioue targete includilr
20=1b. on GOUY.

Tl:.'r__ GGHIE’LI

7.1 a.m., Attack by 11l Cﬁrn" at 12.156 a,m. Buccessful.
WZTH Divieion captured POT TRENCH - OAT ?”T (F.24)
and QUADRILATERAL with about E'U p}“i oners and sgeveral
machine gune and killing many enemy. ch nﬁthi;L
captured DUNCAN POST (F.17.4) and TOMBOIS FARM (

with about 50 prisoners but were driven out by &n
immedliate counter-=attack. 12th Divieion after he:
fighting captured HEYTHORP POST (F.4.D) T'”T;f

FARM (A.28.d.) and CRUCIFORM POST (X.28) |

18 0O.R. prisoners. Approximate line of

rune A.25.3.0,0 = F.23.3.9.2 =

F.l17.4.,6.3 - F.17.b.6.7 - F.D.cC,

0.8 - X .28, C-Jﬂtl"'al - K27 .h-r;-ﬁ-

KILDARE POST (X.28) reported

Enemy artillery active on Right

and on MAISSEMY, ATTILLY and vicin

gas shelling about NERMAND. One |

control.

7.95 p.m, IX Corps no change, Hes
Fagt of ATTILLY early thie mfﬂ"*“iw :
p.m, to 4€.40 p.m, Australian Corps
unchanged. ITI Corps report caj
BRAETON POST including trench ae far
Patrols are exploiting towarde TOMBOL
shelling of forward aldd back

areas were bombarded heavily fo ,
on front line ¢t 4 p.m. No nmwnt‘f a1
Estimated prisoners 200, Priso

Army cages 315 officers 11789 O.R.

47 officers, 1601 O,R. Total 13752.

10.30 p.m. III Corps report enemy
captured near DUNCAN POST after ]

all day. 80 prisoners secured. nemy
3.45 and 4.30 p.m, fromthe direction if
but were repulsed by rifle and machine ;
mtired through our artillery barrage wi
many casualtlies. Manvy dead coula b
prisoners were captured.
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