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18t May, 1918.
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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS, l1lst May, 1918.
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18t May, 1918.

. ——

Aust. Corpst 8nd, 3rd, 4th and S5th Aust., 47th#,
2 Bdes.® 8th, 1 Bde. 18th Divislons.

my Reserve: III Corps: 1 Bde. 8th, 2 Bdes. 18th,
58th Divislons.

XIX Corps.

® Corps Reserve.
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048R Ae N EEE?;?iEaiegzgg; 81 tuation unchanged. Bostile
artillery active at times on southern diviaian&} front.
H.V. guns shelled mound 0.26 and 27. Some Eheilin% iﬁd
vicinity of DAOURS and RIBEMONT. One prisoner capiur
near ALBERT in patrol encounter.

e G.H.Q.

7 == ﬁ%fning report. Some hostile ertillery activity
on southern division front during night. DAOURS eand
RIBEMONT shelled. Otherwise quiet. No night operations
by R.A.F. owing to weather.

.m. From Australian CGE%E.
il "Last night le contre division established

forward line of poste north of ANCRE from rallway at
E.19.4.0.2 To riE&r bank at E.25.b.0.4., ejectiing enemy
post at latter point. Bridge at E.25.a.9.2 was destroyed.
south of ANCRE our line advanced 400 yards on frontage of
800 yards and partly wired: new line of posts rumming
from J.8.4.4.2 to J.8.b.5.8 established. New positions
thus established give much better control of entirances

and exits from VILLE sur ANCRE.

.m. From Australian Corps.

Evening report. Situation very quiet. Cap-
tures 3 0.R.

6.40 p.m. To G.H.Q.

HE e

Evening report - gquiet day. Last nmight our
1ine advanced 400 yards on frontage of 800 yards south of
ANCRE and new line of posts established Tfrom J.86.4.4.2 ToO
J.6.D.5.8. Prisoners & 0O.R.
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end May, 1918,

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS,

Our line was slightly advanced during the night
lat/2nd May east of VILLERS BRETONNEUX and further progress
made 1n the vicinity of TREUX. Hostile artillery showed
congiderable activity during the night south of the SOMME,
egpecially in the viclinity of VILLERS BRETONNEUX. The
village was intermittently gas-ghelled during the night
and early morning. Battery positions near MERICOURT were
heavily shelled during the day, which otherwise passed
quietly.

AUSTRALIAN CORPS.

4th Australian Division slightly advanced the
line in P.25.c.
ord Australian Division contimued the operation
of pushing forward thelir Ifront south of the ANCRE during
the night. The total ground gained in 48 hours represents
an advance of 400 to 600 yards’ on ' :
1,400 yards. The new line of postis
through J.6.4.6.0 to J.6.D.5.7.
With tThe eXxcep
31tions near MERICOURT and
BERT - AMIENS main road
sed quletly.
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end May, 1918.

PRISONKERD .

.

s O.R. wore taken during the day.

NEATHER .

Good vigibility with a few clouds.

% ™ =TT W 1 1'..1
S AND MOVES.

—_

The XIX Corps took over from the VII Corps the
pervision of the G.H.Q. line of defence and came under
{ Reserve Army. It was, however,. still to be
Fourth Army.

OF FOURTH ARMY.

Corps: ©nd#, 3rd, 4th and 5th Aust., 47th,
' o Bdes.# 8th, 1 Bde. 18th Divisions.

th., 2 Bdes. 8th and

Divisions.
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6.11 e.m. From Australian Corps.

Morning report. Activity above normal on
right diviesion front. VILLERS BRETONNEUX shelled with
gas 9 to 9.15 p.m. and intermittently since then.
Barrage placed on our forward area between 2.30 and 2.50
8.m. our line slightly advanced in P.2b.c. Quiet
night on rest of Corps front.

6.45 a.m. To G.H.Q.
Morning report. VILLERS BRETONKREUX gas
shelled 9 to 9.15 p.m. and intermittently since.
Barrage placed on our forward area 2.40 a.m.

z.2 p.m. From Australian Corps.
Toft Oentre Division continued last night the
operation of pushing forward their front line south of
ANCRE. Total ground gained during last two nights
represents an advance of 400 to 600 yards on total front-
age of 1,400 yards. New line of poste now runs from

7.12.b.5.0 through J.6.4.8.0 to J.B8.D.35.7.

m. From Australian GGE%E*
Evening reporv. Battery positions near

MERICOURT heavily shelled. BOUZINCOURT and E.7.8.8.2
shelled during morming. E.A. active over whole Corps
front. o bombs dropped in 0.13 and 6 bombe in 0.7.4.,
also 6 in DAOURS. Slight shelling in J.33.4.5.4. Left
brigade, right division, advanced line last night which
now runs 0.368.b.2.0 - 0.36.b.5.5 - P.31.a.1.5 - P.25.c.
79 Prisoners last 24 hours 1.

6.30 p.m. To G.H.Q.
Si tuation unchanged. Left brigade, 4th Aust.
Division, advanced line last night E. of BRETONKEUX,
which now runs 0.56.b.2.0 - 0.36..5.5 = P.51.8.1.5 -

P.25.C.7 .5 Battery positions near MERICOURT L'ABEE
heavily shelled. 250 green cross shells 5.30 TO € a.m.

on 0.22., N.W. of BRETONKEUX. E.A. active: 6 bombs
dropped at DAOURS, € S.W. of AUBIGHNY. 8 E.A. crashed,
2 brought down out of control. Prisoners one.
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SPECIAL EXAMINATION OF PILOT BELONGING TO 218 "A" FLIGHT,
SHOT DOWN NEAR 8T. GRATIEN ON BOTH APRIL, 1918.

AERODROME. - e

Prisoner admitted that he and his observer agreed to
give ETRICOURT ae their aerodrome, but 1t 1s really at SURLU.
Other aerodromes will shortly be appearing at NURLU, as

more Squadrons (including a bombing squedron) are expected
to arrive any day now.

Provided the weather keeps fine, a big attack will
take place on May 8th. The whole Second Arfly (he gave
the General's name as von HUTIER) 1s to take part. The
objective 1s, however, AMIENS, not ARRAS, as stated by the
observer.

NOTE :- Von HUTIER at present commands the XVIII1
German Army, while wvon der MARWITZ commands
the II Ammy. Von HUTIER, however, 1is
regarded as the General most experienced
in open warfare. It is possible, therefore,
that should a big attack be made only by
one Army it would be commanded by von HUTIER.

He first heard of this offensive some days ago, when
they were sent for by the Captain who commands the Flight,
in order to be given certain instructilons. The captain
werned them that he was going te impart a secret unknown
even to colonels of infantry regiments, and after telling
them this, he urged them to get thordughly acquainted with
the lie of the land round ALBERT, and to note the strengih
of the British troops there, and any future movements of
troops in that area.

The German troops will be brought up from various
places, including NESLE, HAM and ROYE, and will suddenly be
launched at ALBERT.

ALBERT is a good place for an attack, as the
British defences are weak there.

He believes that the British suspect nothing, and that
this offensive should succeed in separating the British and
French Armies.

The troops brought from ROUMANIA and ITALY will take
part, and prisoner also mentioned the XVIII German Corps
and the 3rd Naval Division as likely to be in line for the
attack.

NOTE :- The XVIII German Corps at the beginning of
the month commanded that sector of the line
between BOYELLES and AYETTE. The 3rd Naval
Division is now in line just north of ALBERT.
It ie just possible, therefore, that the pri-
soner has unwittingly given the rough limits
of the attack.

AERODROMES near MONTDIDIER. -
These are chiefly empty hangars erected to decelve the

Allies as to the sector to be attacked.
NEW PLANES.

A large nmumber of new aeroplanes are expected to
arrive shortly to take the place of casualties.
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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS, 3rd May, 1918.

An operation was carried out during the night
and /3rd May in conjunction with the French troops on our
right to endeavour to seize the high ground about the
MONUMENT . Owing to heavy machine gun fire being opened
on dboth flanks of the attack, the centre only was able to
make Progresas. Although the MONUMENT was captured our
troops were unable to maintaln themselves there, both
flanks being in the air, and a withdrawal to the original
l1ine was oarried out after a considerable mumber of the
enemy had been killed and prisoners taken.

Hostile artillery was active during the day
R. of MILLENCOURT and S. of SENLIS.  Otherwise the day
passed quietly. -

AUSTRALIAN CORPS.

In conjunction with the troops of the Moroccan

Division on the right, and assisted by tanks, & battallion
of 4th Australian Division attacked the orchard and high
ground about the MONUMENT at 2 a.m. Assembly positlions
wore reached without difficulty but immediately the

troons advanced very heavy machine gun fire was opened on
the Moroccan Division and the left of the Australian batt-
alion. The centre of the attack was not seriously opposed
and reached its objective, killing a considerable number

£ the enemy and capturing 24 prisoners. Finding that
both flanks had failed to advance in face of the hostile
machine guns it was found necessary to withdraw to our
original line. It is estimated that our attack was
opposed by a force of at least 2 battalions and from
prisoners' statements it is known that there were 80
machine guns available with each of those battalions.
one of our tanks became stranded in the enemy's lines, the
crow being captured.

THIRD ARMY.

Hostile artillery active On forward areas. E.A.
activity above normal.

FIRST FRENCH ARMY.

—y

At 6 p.m. on the evening of May 2nd a local
ation was carried out in the vicinity of HAILLES, the
f HILL 82 being captured. The rectangular wood on
river AVRE alongside the HAILLES - CASTEL road, as
ag the triangular wood, were also taken. Over 100
oners were captured.

548 hours were flown by 194 pilots. 8 reconn-
aissances were successfully carried out and 28 artlllery

patrols
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patrols, 13 zone calls being sent down. 5 hoetile batti-
eries were neutralised and 2 were engaged for destruction;
1 explosion wac caused.

d 129 offensive and 6 contact patrols were carried
out.

1275 plates were exposed in a total of 40 photo-
graphic flights.

4 Hostile aircraft activity was normal. 28 com~-
bats in the alr took place, in which 2 E.A. were brought
down. one of our machines 1is missing.

Two 230-1b, twelve 112-1b and eight 20-1b boumbs
were dropped on CHAULNES Jjunction, and three 112-1b and
fourteen 25-1b bombs on BAYONVILLERS and CALX. It wae im~
possible to see the damage done owing to a heavy mist. In
a bombing raid on MARCELCAVE ssveral Imts caught fire and
many houses were demollshed. The day bombing by Army and
Corps Squedrons continues and much annoyance and many casual-
ties are being caused to the enemy.

8,850 rounds were fired by machine guns on favour-
able targets.

PRI SONERS.

z officers and 22 0.R. were taken during the day.

WEATHER.

Fine with some haze: visibllity fair.

RELIEFS AND MOVES.

The 8th Division commenced entraining for th
French Army area (IX Corps).

COMPOSITION OF FOURTH ABRMY.

Aust. Corps: 2nd#, 3rd, 4th and S5th Aust., €7%a,
1 Bde.# 8th and 18th Divisions.
Army Reserve: III Corps: 2 Bdes.g 8th, 2 Bdes.
18th, 58th Divisions.

# Corps Reserve. # 1 Bde. entraining for French front.

AMMUNITION EXPENDIIURE.

15—pdr- .&nﬂ:, H'Ei
g S.
13-pdr. R.H.A., H.E.
= Se

18-pdr., H.E.
D .
4.5" How., H.E.

- Gas.

60-pdr., H.E.

" S.

o Gas.
6" How., H.E.

. Gas.
8" Mk. VII H.E.

- S e

g8" How.
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ord May,

Lw

7~

Operation Messages Recelved and Issued.

/
4

86.10 a.m. From Australian ng¥ﬂ.
Morning report. Light enemy shelling of

DAOURS, also forward area of right centre diviselion.
BE.A. active on left and right centre divielons. Result

of operation on right divieion front - identifications
obtained. No information as to improvement of our pos~
ition.

.m. To G.H.Q.

Light hostile shelling of DAOURS and forward
aresa south of SOMME. Australian troope carried out
minor operation at MONUMENT during night. Identificat-
ione obtained. No information as to improvement of our
position. E.A. active. R.A.F. bombed CHAULNES,
BAYONVILLERS and OAIX during night.

11.17 a.m. From Australian Corps.
At 2 a.m. this morning 4th Australian Division
attacked locality and orchard known as MONUMENT in U.6.,
in conjunction with the French. Both flanks encountered
heavy machine gun fire and were unable To make Progress.
Centre occupied MONUMENT and orchard and killed consglider-
able numbers of enemy. Owing to enemy pressure on flanke

centre party withdrew fighting; estimates that 1t was
engaged by 2 battallions. o officers, 19 0.R. captured
by us. One of our tanks stranded in RO MAN'S LAND and

crew captured.

12.10 p.m. To G.H.Q.
Attack on MONUMENT in conjunction with French

held up on both flanks by machine guns. Centre occupled
MONUMENT and orchard and killed many enemy, but owing to
pressure on flanks withdrew fighting; estimate they were
engaged by two battalions. one 0f our tanks stranded 1in
NO MAN'S LAND: crew captured. We captured 2 officers,

19 O.R.

6.10 p.m. From Australian Cngpa.
Hostile artillery active right brigade, leit
division, also vicinity south of SENLIS. E.A. active
during day. Prisoners last 24 hours 3 officers, 22 O.R.,
1 officer and 1 0.R. being from E.A. brought down. 10
bombe dropped on BOUTILLERIE & a.m.

-EJ- TE" GlHiQi
Hostile artillery active south of SENLIS and

area north of SOMME to north of ANCRE. E.A. active
during day. 10 bombe on BOUTILLERIE 4 a.m. R.A.F.
dropped sixteen 112-1b and forty-five 25-1b bombs on
CHAULNES station and 56 bombe on other targets. 2 E.A.
brought down. Captures 3 officers, 22 0.R.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1002868



4th May, 1918.

Al

- i

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS, 4th May, 1918.

_---.—-------—---ﬂ---——'&-iﬂ—r-

with the exception of a minor enterprise in the
vioinity of VILLE sur ANORE by our troops no infantry action
took plaoce. Hostile artillery activity was generally
below normal. There was soattered shelling of VILLERS
BRETONNEUX and the vicinity of FOUILLOY during the day.

Long range guns intermittently shelled AMIENS,
RIVERY and LONGUEAU.

S»d Australian Division carried out a rald on a
post on the southern outskirts of VILLE sur ANCRE. Two
prisoners were captured. Though alone in the post, and
both under 19 vears of age, the two Germans offered a
vigorous resistance, throwing bombs and firing their rifles
until our men were within ten yards of them.

THIRD ARMY.

No change in the situatlon. Hostile artillery
moderately active.

FIRST FRENCH ARMY.

A fairly quiet day. GENTELLES WOOD and the
vicinity of CACHY gas shelled.

AIRCRAFT.

277 hours were flown by 156 pllots. 6 reconn-
aissances were carried out. 18 artillery patrols were
made, in which 8 hostile batterlies were neutralised and 2
were engaged for destruction, 2 gun pits being destroyed.
17 zone calls were sent down.

58 offensive and 5 contact patrols were also
made .

171 plates were exposed in The course of 7
photographic flights.

Hostile aircraft activity was below normal. 10
combats in the air took place, in which one E.A. was
brought down. ome of our machines is missing.

In the early evening an Army Squadron dropped
sixteen 112-1b bombs on CHAULNES railway Jjunction and two

b bombs on LAMOTTE aerodrome. Later, another Army
squadron dropped two 230-1b, and twelve 112-1b bombs on
CHAULNES junction. About thirty-eight 25-1b bombs were
dropped on ROSIERES and villages 1n its vicinity.

2,450 rounds were fired by machine guns into
villages and on enemy transport with good effectT.

PRISONERS.

5 0.R. were taken during the day.

7. WEATHER.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1002868



WEATHER,

The weather was cloudy st first but clesrer
later.

RELIEPS AND MOVES.

fi
The 8th Division contimued entraining to 1IX Corpse.
| ]
Otherwise mo reliefs»of any imporiance took place.
Or moves

COMPOSITION OF FOURTH ARMY.

' 1@¥ o
t. Corve: 2nds, 3rd, 4th and Dth AUST., 47th,
s g 1 Bd;. laih, 1 Bde.# 8th (moving
IX Corpe on 5th).

h th Dive.
rmy Reserve: III Corps: S58th, 2 Bdes. 18th
uinec XIX Corpe, workimg under Reserve Army.

el

& Corps Reserve.

AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE.
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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS, Bth May,

Our line in the vicinity of SAILLY LE SEC
advanced without any casualties belng incurred.

The day passed quietly, hmﬁ*l'a artillery
playing little actlivity. HEILLY and GLISY were l1l1lj
shelled.

AMTIENS was intermittently shelled as usual.

Our artlllery was very active throughout
24 hours under review.

AUSTRALLAN CORPS.

———

ord Australian Division advanced
depth of 700 yards on a 1,500 yards front
May 4/6th. The new line runs: J.30.a.f
L e dD B e2eT oy J:18:0A08s2s No casgualtis
and six of the enemy were captured.

THIRD ARMY.

The New Zealend Division c
operation and captured nine prisoner:
HEBUTERNE. A quliet day on the whol

o
-
-

FIRST FRENCH ARMY.

Fairly quiet day.
mittently shelled.

ATRCRAFT.

272 hours were flown by 174 pilotis. 13 artill-
ery patrols were carried out and 3 hostile batterles succ-
egsfully neutralised. 13 zone cells were sent dowm and
1 reconnaissance madse.

87 offensive and 3 f patrols were al
undertaken |

kite balloons.
About
zit on HARBONNIERF
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obtained s;:ar‘: Lhe
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early evening, waen tﬂ“t“
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off'licers and 112 0.R. passed through Corps

NEATHER.

P— e

Rain, with bright intervals.

;"1?': h T.'.'-.."' V F‘ -

The 18th Division (less Artillery and 1 Brigade
JTwHF) moved to the forward area and came under the orders
of Australlian Corps.

The infantry of 8th Division completed entraining
to IX Corps in the evening.

COMPQOSITION OF FOURTH ARMY.

Aust. Corps: d of 4th and 5th Aust., 47th,
Bth Divisions.

Army Reserve: III Corps: 58th, 2 Bdes. 18th (moving
to Aust. Corps).
X1X Corps under Reserve Army.

=y —
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AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE.
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10th May, 1918,

/(‘37

P

/'
SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS, 10th May, 19218.

As previously stated, the HAIRPIN was recaptured
by a counter-attack during the night 9/1ﬂth May. There
wae conslderable gas shelling of areas North of the ANCRE.
Gas shells aleo fell in SAILLY~le~8EC and BUIRE. Bombs
were dropped 1in the vicinity of BEAUCOURT, BAVLINCOURT
and LA HOUSSOYE.

III CORPS.

A counter~attack carried out by 47th Division
completely restored the situation at the HAIRPIN. In
addition to 2 prisoners, 2 machine guns were also cap-
tured and a Lewls gun recovered. The valley North of
BUIRE was heavily chelled with mustard gas after dark.
80 mustard auelia also fell 1,000 yards South-west of
MILLENCOURT.

AUSTRALIAN CORPS.

Situation quiet on whole Corps front.

THIRD ARMY.

An operation carried out in AVELUY WOOD wae
unsuccessful in maintaining its obj]ectives.

FIRST FRENCH ARMY.

The PARC de GRIVESNES and village were heavily
bombarded; .otherwise the day passed falrly quisetly.

5. AIRCRAFT.

488 hours were flown by 2068 pilots. Six
reconnaisgsances were undertaken; 11 artillery patrols wers
carried out and 14 zone ocalls sent down; s8ix hostile
batteriss were meutralized and three hostile batteries
engaged for destruction. Three successiul registrations
were carried out on bridges. Eleven photographic flights
were made and 419 plates exposed. Seven contact and 110
of fensive patrols were also made.

Hostile aircraft activity was normal. Many
combats+in the air took place which resulted in four E,A.
being brought down, and one E.,A, went down out of control.
Nine successful shoots wer2s carried out with balloon ob-
servation.

During the night 9/10th May, seventeen 112-lb.
bombs were dropped on CHAULNES Railway Junction, ROSIERES,
MARTCOURT and ALBERT - BAPAUME Road. Sixteen 25«1D.
bombs were dropped on BRIE and ALBERT - BAPAUME Road.

During the day, 254 twenty-five 1b. bombs and
twenty-seven 112-1b. bombs were dropped by Corps Squadrons,
and 119 twenty-five lb. bombs and forty-six 112-1b. bombs
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10th May, 1918.

Ifl

woere dropped by Army Squadrona on MORLANCOURT, BAYON-
VILLERS, CAPPY, OERISY VALLEY, OHAULNES JUNCTION and
ROSIERES. Several large explosions and fires were
oaused, and direot hits made on rallway Jjynctions.

8,752 rounde were fired by Army and Corps
Squadrons at favourable ground targets.

PRISONERS.

One officer and 2 0.R. woere taken during the

Fine but cloudy. Visibility fair.

FS AND MOVES,

No reliefs or moves of any lmportance took

+'-'| -y .-._‘;1.'.
L R '-E.:“-..‘!' =

COMPOSITION OF FOURTH ARMY,

III Corps: 18th, 47th, 58th? Brd-Cavalr? Divisions.
aust. Corps: 2nd® 3rd, 4th and 5th Australian Diwns.

d Army Reserve.

# Corps Reserve.

AMVUNITION EXPENDITURE.
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a.,m, From Australian Corps. .

Morning report. uiet nizht. it
hostile shelling of forward area North of t@a SO
gas shelling of SAILLY-le-SEC and BUIRE., E.&. drop
vicinity LA HOUSSOYE 4.30 a.m. . No gésuzlties.

5.45 a.m. reports no movement,

a.,m, From I1I Corps.
Situation qulet.

succeesful. All pozitions lo /
ualties slight. One officer and
Division, captured. Lest night

and d. heavily with mustard gas shell.
shelle &also fell at D.4.b.5.0. and
into MILLENCOURT last night about 11

- 5 - w w— . K. T‘rrq:.i'-lr
bombing near BEADCOUKI and BAVLIRCOU:
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8.0, To G.He«Qo«
Morming reporti. Situation ¢
vallsv North of BUIRE heawily with mus
SEC and BUIRE also gzs shelled. Some ]
LA HOUSSOYE and mear BEAUCOURT and BAVLID
112-1b., 236 twenty-five 1lb. bombs Aroppe
MORLANCOURT and other targets. Seventee
%5-1b. bombs also dropped last night on CHAULS
MARICOURT, ROSIERES. Two E.A. hed, two
trol. _
8eMM, In continuation
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p.m, From 111 Corps.

I8th Division report snem;
4,30 a.m. today C.7.c.5.3. sheet OF
wounded. Later report: ne
Celd.d.0.7. Seven miles woun
of crater 18 feet; depth 4
report one snemy aeroplan
sheet 62.D, C.11l.c.7.7.
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Left Division. Some
croesed our line:
fire. Captures nil.
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