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2let May, 1918

¢

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS, 21st May, 1918.

No infantry actlone occurred. North of
ANORE hostile artillery activity wae ellighily above
normal, but South of the river there was nNo
heavy gas shelling wese reported, _
fell near BUIRE during the night. There waeg a2 distinct
decrease in the fire of H.,V.

H. FIinNe . Our artlillery
carried out the usual harassing
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The enemy was reported to be working
his defences oppoeite the Right Divieion during
night. There was intermittent ehelling 1in 1!
of LAVIEVILLE and HENENCOURT,
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2lat May, 1918,

BRAY, POZIERES - LE SARS Road, MARCELCAVE and other
villages and towpe. Several direct hits were obtalned
the railway at CHAULNES and on roads and dumps.
5,510 rounde were fired by machine guns into
l1izhted villaged and on searchlights. |
During the day thirteen 112-1b. and 3509
twentyv-fiveIb. bombs were dropped by Corps Squadrons,
704 rounds were fired by machine puns of Corps Squadrons.
‘tv=-five 112-1b. bombs and 266 twenty-five lb. bombs
| dropped on billets in woods and villages. Fifty-
i 88 25=1b. bomb were dropped by Army Sauad
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prisoners were taken.

air visibility.

The 3rd Australian Division relieved the 4th

Division in the risght sector of Australian

18th, 47th#*, 58th and Srd Cavalry (Army

=T

Reserve) Divisions,
ond, 3rd, 4th# and 5th Australiean Divs,

-

(under orders G.H.Q.) 30th and 66th Div-
isions (trainine cadres).
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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS, £2nd May, 1918,

Hostils artillery activity declined on tne
vhole Army front. There were a few minor gag concen-
trations, notably on BOUZINCOURT, BRECLE, MILLENCOURT
and South of FOUILLOX. Heavy harassing fire was main-
tained on VILLE-gur-ANORE throughout the nlght. There
wes 1little H.V. gun activity, although a few rounds were
fired on OONTAY, GLISY and LAMOTTE, The shelling of
AMIENE was negligible.

I1II CORPS.

A quiet day.

My T T
ORPS .

The night passed quietly with the exceptiion of
fairly heavy shelling of our front in the ‘:'-_:-Ju.u_; of
VILLE. During the day the same viclnlity W
intermittently. Shelling wae aleo reported
FOUILLOY and S.W. of AUBIGNY. Thirty H.V.
in GLISY between 12 noon and 1 p.m.

THIRD ARMY.

With the exception of minor raide on DOTI esides,
no operation took place. The Eitu:tloﬂ generally was
:;‘i.j j_ ‘_ t @ -

vic of HAILLES
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543 hours were flown by 221 pllois.

Seven reconnaissances were carried out.
artillar" natvalﬁ were madse ﬂu 1%* which 11 hostile
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22nd May, 1918.

Apgg? 2 .

Owing to a thick ground haze, observation with
kite balloons was praoctically lmpossible.

During the night two 250-=1lb., forty-three
112=1b., nine 40-1b. and 150 twenty=i{ive lb. bombs were
dropped on various targets = villages and maln roads -
and 4,750 rounds were Jluﬂ fired by machine guns.

During the day sixteen 112-1b., and 362 206~1Db.
bombs were dropped by Corps Squadrons, and forty-six
1128«1b. and forty-nine 25-1b. bombs were dropped by Army
squadrons on various ground targts . 11,280 rounds were
fired by machine guns of Corps Squadrons along roads and
into villages and p”“tiE“ of' men. BECOURT WOOD, OCARNOY,
CAPPY, SUZANNE and CHAULNES were also bombed with good
effect. Several hits were obtained on the railway at

CHAUINES and the aerodrome near SUZANNE.

Corps cage and twe- O.R.
hours.

Fine with morning haze. Visibility good.

No important reliefs or moves took place.
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o8th, 3rd vUavaelry (Army
rve ) Dl.L:“CEE
and 5th Auestralian Divs,
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Cadres \
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/ cont'd.
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shelling reported of V.24 and and nesr BATZIFUY

a.m, From Austr: llan Cﬁ“i_

HNoming rrphrt KX
gcattered shelling throughout '
Front, Left Divieion, situation
captured during nircht.

.',L.ﬂ:.. rfU UIIIII:;I
Lxcept for some heavy uc;ftﬂrﬂd ehell

471¢
of DERNANCOURT and slight gas shelling East of HII'?!
IF 112

-~

$gg Efar BLIZFPUA, quiet ni'}*. T"o 260=-1b.,., 2
«0=1b., mins 40-1b. (phosphorous) dropped on sele
targets by R.A.F, Captures one 0.R. Three :.ﬂ. des
one out of

p.m, From III Corps.

Evening revport. Situat

ision report crosgs-roade D.20.b.8.° |

shelled during morning,. Left Divicion reno
vicinity of BAIZIRUX shelled sarlythis morni
Division report at 10.40 p.m. last night

white lightse bursting into golden rair

HENENCOURT and shortly after Eli“ﬁ*
but no enemy gas shells obeerved.

shelled earlyﬁornln;. Back areas
Captures nil. .

p.m, From Australian CurEE_

Evening report. Enemy artillery
ureae Lef't Division especlally at VILLE=-su2
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IMARY OF OPERATIONS, 23rd May, 1918,

Situation unchanged. There was an appreclable
increase in hostile artillery fire South of the ANORE, and
xa8 shelling was particularly in evidence.

puring the nisht 22nd/23rd May 200 roundes of
yellow coross fell in MILLENCOURT and 1000 rounds of blue
and vellow oross N.W. of SAILLY-le-SEC. Between 1 a.m,
and ¢ a.m. there was heavy shelling of BUIRE, RIBEMONT and
MERICOURT with a mixture of blue, green and yellow coross
gas shell, shrapnel and H.E. (about 2000 rounds).

A number of our battery poeitione were engagea
by 15 and 10.5 om. howitzers.

Apart from a few roundes fired into AMIENS, long
range guns were inactive,

III QORPS.

Situation quiet. A little gas shelling during
the nirbf. Battery gsitions South of HENENCODRT were
heavily shelled with 15 cmn. during the day.

STRAL

During the night there was conslderable gas
shelling on the left front of the 5th Australian Divielon,
nd also on BUIRE, RIBEMONT, MERICOURT and the vicinity of
HEILLY and MERICOURT. DAQURS axd BUSSY were bombed.
MERICOURT was agsain gas shelled at 11.35 a.m. A large
ammunition dump in DERNANCOURT was blown up in the alternoon
by our artillery.

Situation gquiet. A few patrol encounters 100K
Ce. The Guerds Division carried out a successful raid
East of AYETTE and captured a prisoner and a light machine

_.1;“1 I_l I

F125T

by the enemy on MORGIVAL WOOD
being captured. COULLEMELLE
tte shelled with gas.

193 hours were flown by 108 pilots.
sur reconnaissances were mede. 6 artillery
ied out during which E ”O”tilﬂ batteries
' for destruction;
;ﬂlefLDHE and 4
carried out on

5
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2ord May, 1918,
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24th May, 1918,

Operation Megeang elved and Ige

From II1I Corne.
-._"—F._—_ -
Situation un nanged .
uiet nicrht . ae drume wert

quarry in E uring nigh

iy :’I.J']'l' ’
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Lan C
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AUBIGNY . One prisoner 137th

.
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26th May, 1918,

9

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS, ®#5th May, 1918.

A slight advance in our line was effeocted east
of VILLERS BRETONNEUX, without fighting, during the night
May 24th/86th,

Hostile artillery was below normal, although a
certain amount of aoctlvity was reported in the VILLERS
BRETONNEUX sector.

A féw rounds of 15 cm H.V. shell fell in the
vicinity of BEAUCOURT, VECQUEMONT and DAOURS.

there was a little shelling immediately north
of MILLENCOURT, otherwise the day passed quietly.

AUSTRALIAN CORPS.

The line was advanced east of VILLERS BRETONNEUX
by a series of posts at 0.36.b,5.2 - P.31.a.6.8 - P.25.0.
7.0 During the night there was consliderable shelling
of VILLERS BRETONNEUX and BOIS D' AQUENNE, During the
day the vicinity of VILLERS BRETONNEUX was agaln shelled.

R g, B L X -
40 4L L ."tRn.ui .

A glight increase in hostile shelling was

Two successful raids were carried out and
in the capture of prisoners.

9 hours were flown by 98 pllots.
2 artillery and 4 contact patrols were made.
Une hostile battery was successfully engaged
uction, one gun pit being destroyed.
one calls were sent down.
far k|

q

glve and 2 counter-attack patrols

| i
- - 1 F =

Hostile alrcraft activity was below normal.
combats took place.

Twenty 25-1b bombs were dropped by Corps
squadrons on favourable ground targets. 1,050 machine
gun rounds were fired from below 1,000 feet at suitable
targeis.

8 . PRISONERS.
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B . PRISONERS.

5> sther rankes passed through C.C.Ss.

7. WEATHEK.

Fine: 1low clouds 'and bad vieibility.

RL‘JI.JIELF-:; E.I',ﬂ MUVE&-

47th Division relieved the 18th Divieion in
right division sector of I11 Corps front on night
24th/25th May.

COMPOSITION OF FOURTH ARMY.
III Corps: 18th*, 47th, 58th Divisions.
_ 3rd Cav. Div. (Army Reserve).

Aust. Corps: 2nd, 3rd, 4ths, Bth Mist. Divisions.

XIX Corps: Z0th, 886th Dive
(Under orders G.H.Q.)

# Corps Reserve.

AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE.
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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS, 26th May, 1916
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268th May,

Elghteen 118~1Db, 10 40-1b., and 261 twenty-
five 1b. bombe were dropped on various targets on the
ground including areas in vicinity of MARICOURT, BRAY,
ROSIERES, GUILLAUCOURT and FRICOURT. 8ix direct hits
vore obtalned on the rallway line at ROSTIERES.

6,428 machine pun rounds were fired at various

villages, woods and along roads from an altitude of about
1.000 feeot
= B L= W [ ]

TS -\...IR"
" .i‘L o e L L L

Iwo O.R. passed through Oorps cages

it Bd B

L]

Fine with clouds and mist.

18th#*, 47th, 58th Divisions,
Division (Army Reserve).
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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONE, 27th

7]
wara rert
) I"'e ] |

e afterr
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4

wang below normal.
@ one of which wasg
being brougsht down.
were dropped on CHAULNILS
thirty=six 26-1b. bombs were dropped

vdd into
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Réth Iﬂy, ngBi

' ¢
SUMMARY OF OPERATIONE, 28th May, 1918. ,/ 10"

¥

There was a slight inecrease in hogtile artil-

lery activity North of the ANCRE. Between the ANCRE and
VILLERS BRETONNEUX there was no great increase in the

volume of fire but H.V. gune were sctive againet back
areas, Counter-battery work wee more noticeable. ANIENS
recelved about 225 rounde in the period under review.

II1 CORPS,

There was light shelling of the vieinity of
» in the morning, and the MAZE was shelled inter-
mittently during the afternoon. Otherwise the day

paseed quietly, No gas shelling took place.
AUSTRALIAN CORPS.

MARETT WOOD and vicinity wae heavily shelled
with gas, of which a large proportion was mustard, during
the night. In the early morning there was light shelling
of DAOURS and VILLERS BRETONNEUX, During the day there
was an increase of hostile artillery fire on the QOentre

Division front, and some activity on the forwmrd aresa
of the Left Division,

THIRD ARMY.

Situation gquiet and unchanged.

FIRST FRENCH ARMY.

At 6.45 a.m. the 1st U.S. Divieion carried out
an attack on CANTIGNY on a frontage of two kilometres and
to a depth of one kilometrs. The operation was complete-
ly successful, all objectives being taken. 173 prisoners
were ocaptured by the Americazns, whose total casualties
amounted to 130, A quliet day on the rest of the front.

ATRORAFT.

776 hours were flown by 229 pilots.

Eight successful reconnalssancees were carried
out.

Three contact and 14 artillery patrols were
made, in which 9 hostile batterles were neutralised and
12 successfully engaged for destruction. Two succeesful
destructive shoots on bridges were carried out and 26 zone
calls sent down.

134 offensive patroles were carried out.

Ten photographic flights were made and 373 plates
exposed.

Hostile aireraft activity was normal. 74 air
combate took piace of which 15were decisive, resultirg in

2 E.A. crashed and 12 E.A. brought down out of control. One

/ of our
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28th May, 1918,

W Rl -
o
of our machines is miseing, '

Seventy-four l1ll2-1b,, twenty 40-1lb, and 1198
twventy=five 1lb, bombs were dropped on BRAY, ALBERT and
QAPPY aerodromes. The vicinities of MAMETZ WOOD, FRIOCOURT,
POZIERES, MERICOURT-sur-SOMME and ROSIERES also recelved
considerable attention. A few phosphorous bombs were
dropped in the woods mentioned and buret wilth considerable
effeot.

20,170 machine gun rounds were fired Into woods,
villages, along roads and at searchlights with good ef'fect.

PRQ?DH;_g

L ]
E——

No captures were made during the day.

WEATHER.

Fine with good vislbililty.

RELIEFS AND MOVES.

XIX Corps H.Q. moved to PONT REMY,

OOMPOSITION OF FOURTH ARMY.

III Corps:? 18th#, 47th and 58th Divisinna5 ord

Cavalry Division (Army Reserve
Aust. Qorps: 2nd, 3rd, 4th# and 6th Australian Diwms,

XIX Corps (under ordere G.H.Q.): 30th and 66th Div-
isions (Training Cadres).

10. AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE.

15_]3{111. AtAl H-E-
n S.
18-pdr- HiEl
n
4.5" How. H.E.
_ Gas.
60-pdr. H.E.
n S.
6" How.
6% Mk. VII. H.E.
- e
8" How.
0.2" How,
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Operation Messages Recelived and Iesued,

5.16 a.m. From IJI Corpe.
tuation quiet and unchanged. Gas shelling
nil. E.A. active duing night. Bombe dropped on back

areas.

a.m, From Australian Corps.
orning report. MARETT WOOD J.16.b. and J.17

heavily shelled with gas during night moetly yellow croes.
DAOURS and VILLERS BRETONNEUX were lightly shelled. Dawn
reconnaiseance reporte no movement Corps front.

8 .M, To G.H.Q.
Morming report. DAOURE and VILLERE BRETONNEUX

1ightly shelled. MARETT WOOD and high ground S.E. of

MERICOURT heavily shelled with gas mostly yellow eroes.
E.A. active in Left Corps area. Otherviee 2 gfilet night.

R.A.F. dropped 856 twenty-five 1b., elxiy 112-1b. bombe
and twenty 40-1b. phosphorous bombe on various tergets.

Four E.A., out of control.

10.15 a,m., From Australian Corps.
10 p.m. plene 55th Squadron crached LA
HOUSSOYE. Pilot and obeerver allve. Plane salved DY

35th Squadron.

5.45 p.m. From III Corps.
Evening report. Quiet day. Vicinity of

MAZE V.24.4d. ehelled intermittently with 5.%9se. during
afternoon. BAZIEUX, V.25.c. and D.l.cC. l1ightly shelled
in morning. 12 bombs on BAZIEUX 2 a.m. this morning.

Gas shelling nil. Captures nil,

6.5 p.m, F:pm_ﬁustrglian Corps.

Evening report. Increased enemy artillery
activity Centre Divieion front. FOUILLOY and vicinity
heavily shelled. Light shelling forward area Left
Division also East of VAUX-sur-SOMME and Westl of VILLER

o
BRETONNEUX. Congiderable movement of transport on roads

in XK.29, Captures nilil,.

6.45 p.m, To G.H.Q.
Aress K.E. of MILLENCOURT and BAIZIEUX, E. of

VAUX and W. of BRETONNEUX chelled during day. FOUILLOXY

and vicinity heavily shelled. Gas shelling 27th: 200

yellow croee S.E. of FOUILLOY noon; 2 - 5§ p.m. 260 green
.

' W

oroes E. and N.E. of HENENCOURT; 250 yellow cross E. 0f

MERICOURT 5.%0 p.m; 500 mixed between TREUX and MERICOURT.
Oonsiderable movement transport W. of CHIPILLY,

aptures
nil. Three E.A. crashed, 5 down out of control. Thirty-
eight 112-1b. bombe oOn CAPPY and CHAULNES, 548 wt

snty-ive
1b. on FRICOURT and area E. of ALBERT.

10.50 p.m. From Australien Corps.
Back aree shelling?i

VECQUEMONT intermittently shelled
200 roundas.

Y ¥ ~TTD C
L ';::'_ E,A.'\,.'q.- Eb E’-ﬂd

=
, E.V., approximately
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29th May, 1918,

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONE, 29th May, 1918,

There wee & decrease in hoetile artillery
activity, and no casgee of intense gas shelling were
reported. HeVe gune were active on BAIZIFUX, FRARVILLEERS,
OONTAY and HENENCOURT, and the increseed she'ling of
AMIENS was maintained, about 275 rounds felling into the
clty in the 24 houre under review.

A Bpeclal concentration of fire wee directed
by our artillery on enemy artillery hesdquarters, the
location of which had been obteined from a captured
German map.

111 CORPS.
A qulet day.

AUSTRALIAN CORPS.

during the night HEILLY and the vicinity of
AUBIGNY and VECQUEMONT were shelled. A few gas shelle
were reported S.W, of MORLANCOURT and some muetard gas
shelle were fired on to the vicinity of DAOURS. From
10 a,m, to 10,35 a,m. there was heavy shelling of the
area. 1000 yards S.W. of AUBIGNY.

THIRD ARMY.

Situatlion gquiet and unchanged.

FIRST FRENCH ARMY.

Counter-attacks delivered by the enemy against
CANTIGNY were repulsed. The remainder of the day passed

quietly.

ATRCRAFT.

249 hours were flown by 155 pilots.

Two successful reconnalssances were made. Four
contact and 10 artillery patrols were carried out during
which 5 hostile batteries were succeesfully engaged for
destruction, one hostile battery neutralised and 14 zone
calls sent down.

56 offensive patrols were made, also two photo=
graphic flights. During the latter, 62 plates were ex-
posed.
Hostile aircraft activity was below normal.

Only three indecisive combats took place.
Two 112=1b., ten 40=1b. and 185 twenty=five 1lD.

bombs were dropped on ETINEHEM, BRAY, MARICOURT, CARNOY,
SUZANNE, OURLU and various ground targets. Bombing was very s

4850 mechine gun rounds were fired at truope”ﬂﬁT*h
and transport along roads.

R— Y Y4
e
-

=

/'Fﬂur
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20th May, 19018,

/ 2
{5 113

Four regilstration and 3 neutralipsation
shoots were oarried out with kite balloon observation.

PHI. SON ERE' *
Two O«.R. passed through Qorps oages.

Fine but cloudy with poor vislbllity.

RELIEFS AND MOVES.

¥No important reliefs or moves took place
during the 29th May.

COMPOSITION OF FOURTH ARMY.,

I1I Corps: 18th#, 47th and 58th Dlivieslons, 3rd
Oavalry Division (Army Reserve).

Aust. Corps: 2nd, 3rd, 4th® and 5th Australlan Dlvns.

XIX Corpe (under orders G.H.Q.): 30th and 66th Div-
isions (Training Cadres).

# Qorps Reserve.

AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE.

lE—pﬁ.I‘. Fﬂlﬁ&l L H.Ei
- Si-

15"'?(11-' ™ H-E o
. D e
4.5" How. H.E.
» Gas.
GO-FTEI‘. HiEI
n 5‘
HOW o H-E.
" EI}':I-
Gas.
VII. H.E.
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5,17 a.m, From III Corp=s.
Morning report. Situation quiet., ¥No gae

shelling. Eight bombe dropped by E.A. off CONTAY -
HERISART Rozd about U.lP9.centrel at 12,10 a.m,

6.22 a.,m, From Australian Corps.
orning report, Sitvation quiet. Enemy
artillery ehelled HEILLY and area S, of ADBIGENY and E.
of VECQUEMONT. 60 gae shelle J.17.b., J.18,c. &nd
few yellow croee gae ehelle vicinity DAOURS. AMIENE -
VILLERS BRETONNEUX Road shelled a2t intervale.

8. Tﬂ G.Hl':::'.-
Situation quilet.
S, of AUBIGNY and E, of VECQUEMONT.
high ground S. of TREUX.
CONTAY - HERISART Road. Four 112-10b.
bombe on CAMBRAIL, Eight 40-1b. phosphorou
twenty-five 1lb. on ETINEE®M, 134 twenty=five
various targets by night, and 33 twenty-five 1lb.

pP.m. From 111 Corps.
Evening repor

lery and aircraft activi

ling. Captures nil.

. Quiet day.
y below normsal.

t
t

P.m. From Australlian Corps.

— Evening report. Situation
intermittent shelling throughout day.
AUBIGNY heavily shelled betweesh 10 and
FRANVILLERS and FRANVILLERS system ll;
during day. 12 noon to 3 p.m. contimou
along BRAY - MARICOURT Road in F.29.c.
tion BRAY. 2 p.m. two trains in F.26.b.
Continuous movement vicinity trenches E.ZC

D N

inactive, Captures 2 O.R.
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Evening report.
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BUIRE 1 a.m.
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The night passed quietly. North of the
ANCRE there was little ghelling during the day, but
on the Southern Corpes front there was some activity,

111 OORPS.

With the exception of gome shelling of
LAVIEVILLE and HENENCOURT there was nothing to report.

AUSTRALIAN CORPS.

With the exception of some shelling of
CORBIE and the area S.W. of AUBIGNY, the night passed
quietly. By day about 3000 rounds of H.E. and green
cnd yellow cross gas shell fell in CORBIE. The vicin-
ity of AUBIGNY, MERICOURT, MARETT WOOD and VILLERS
BRETONNEUX were also shelled.

THIRD ARMY.

A quiet day.

F1RET FRENCH ARMY,

A quliet day. A rald NqQrth of the BOIS DES
ARRACHES produced two prisoners.

AIRCRAFT.

686 hours were flown by 236 pilots.

Three successful reconnaissances were mads.

Three contact and 14 artillery patrols were
carried out. 15 hostile batteries were successfully
engaged for destruction resulting in 5 gun pits being
damaged and 7 deestroyed. Four hostile batteries were
successefully neutralised and 26 zone calls sent down.

S1x destructlve shoots on bridges were carried
out.

126 offensive and 2 counter-attack patrols
were carried out.

Eleven photographic flightes were made and
756 plates exposed.

Hostlle aircraft activity was normal. 28
combates 1n the air took place, 5 of which were decisive.
Four E.A. were brought down and one E.A., out of control.
Three of our machines falled to return.

Iwelve night flights were carried out. Twenty-
one ll2=1b., twenty 40-1b. and 224 twenty-five l1lb. bombs
were dropped on PERONNE, BECORDEL Valley, BRAY, SUZANNE
and MORLANCOCURT.

During bomb raids against BOIS de TAILLES,
CATEAUX WOOD, ALBERT, CERISY and MARCELCAVE 679 twenty=
five 1lb. bombs were dropped. During one of these raids

& direct hit was obtained on an A.A. Battery and a

/ hostile
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o0th May, 1918,

! 2.

hostlile balloon was attacked and foroced down.

Fifty-two 112-1b. bombs were dropped on
various ground targets and 15,845 machine gun rounds
were fired at sultable ground targets.

Eleven successful shoots were carrlied out
with balloon observation. Two fires and two large
explosalione were ocaused. ;

i‘*"‘u L, JN 1R:3: .

One O.R. passed through the Qorpe ocage.

Fine with fair visibility.

e e ey

No moves or reliefs of any importance took

OF FOURTH ARMY.

1II Corps: 18th*, 47th, 58th Divisions, 3rd
Cavaelry DiviEon (Army Reserve).

Aust. Corps: 2nd, 3rd, 4th* and 5th Australian
Divisions.

XIX Corpe (under orders G.H.Q.): 30th and 66th
Divisions (Training Cadres).

# Qorps Reserve,.

AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE.

8" How.
9.2% Eow.
12" How.
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.26 a.,m, From 111 Corps.
Situation unchanged.
Otherwiese a quiet night.

a,.m. From Australian Corps
Morning report.
shelling of squaree 0.7 and
shelled with H.,E. and some gae.
on Right Division forward arez

6.35 a.,mn.

-
H oM

Mo Do

.
[ r—h 0

10

= fl

Jn,‘.

=

near BRETORNEUX.
ghelled with H.E.

&

'.-h
Hqdq =
= 3 0 =

—

dropped by day on
One E.A: down out of
twenty 40-1b, phosphorous, thirty-mnine
nigsht on BUSIGNY, CAMBRAI, PERONYNE,
and other targets.

5.4 p.nm, From III Corps.
vening report.

VILLE and HENENCOURT shelled
shelling of NARLOY last night.

From Australian Corps.

Evening report. CORBIE
green and yellow cross gas - about
Following areas also shelled:- N.W.
MERICOURT and MARRITT WOOD, VILLERS
AMTENS - VILLERS BRETONNEUX Road, and N.
Three H.V. chells in FRECHENCOURT. E
gseater brought down in J.S5.c. Prisoners
2 O.R. (1 sergt. major from enemy machine)
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6.15 p.m. O GeHeGo
— OORBIE shel
gas - about
NeWo AUBI@HY, D e
E:.I'l{i Hn T E:IE
and HENENCOURT
1b. bombs on _
targets, 10urie | - CEAULNES, fourt
ROSIERES by ' . Crashed,

Captures
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olst May, 1918,

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS, 31st May, 1918.

1, There was a slight increase in hogtile artil-
lery fire on the Army front, with a corresponding preva-
lence of gas shelling. Long reange gpuns wempe more active
and shelled ALLONVILLE, CAMON, POULAINVILLE and MOLLIENS-
au-BOIS, 560 shells of large and medium calibre fell
in AMIENS, being distributed all over the town.

III CORPS.

During the night MILLENCOURT, LAVIEVILLE and
BRESLE were shelled 1ntarmittently with gas, chilefly
green cross, The viclnlty of SENRLIS received 300 and
battery areas West of HENENCOURT. 200 rounds of green crose
and H.E. mixed. During the day 15 em, hows. shelled our
forward system West of ALBERT.

AUSTRALIAN CORPS.

In the course of the night VILLERS BRETONNEDX
and the valley to the North-west were shelled lightly
with yellow crosg, and at midnight there was a heavy
burst of 15 em. fire abainst the Eastern edge of the
BOIS 1'ABBE. Battery positions in the ANCHE valleg
were lintermittently shelled throughout the day, &
also VILLERS BRETONNEUX and the forward areas of
Left Division.

3. THIRD ARMY,

Situation quiet and unchanged.

4, FIRST FRENCH ARMY.

A quiet day.

O o AIRCRAFT.

629 hours were flown by 225
Four succesgsful reconnalissan

pilots.

ces were made.
Two contact and 12 artillery patrols wers

carried out. Seven hostile batterles were successfully

ongaged for destructiom, 12 gun pits being destroyed and

9 'fj.ﬂ.fﬂf_;;lge d.

A successful range shoot on CAPPY Aerodromes,
and destructive shoots on a bridge and ammunition dump
were carried out. 22 zone calls were sent down and 7
hostile batteries neytralised.

118 offensive patrols were carrisd out.

15 photographic flights were made and 470
plates exposed.

/ Hostile
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31lst May, 1918,

L
-I'.f‘

Hoetlle alroraft activity was normal. 37
alr combate took place, 4 of whioch were decisive - 3 E.A.
brought down and 1 E.A. out of control.

During 24 night flights fifteen 112-1b., 8ix
40-1b., and 276 twenty-five 1lb. bombs were dropped on
BECORDEL and llghts and activity in the area of MONTAUBAN

- PROYART - BRAY,

During the day seventy-six 1128-1b, and 366
twenty-five 1lb, bombs were dropped on ETINEHEM, MARICOURT,
CHAULNES, LA FLAQUE and HARBONNIERES with good effect.

12,570 machine gun rounds were fired on
lighted villages and transport on roads.

21 successful shoots were ocarried out on hos-
tile batteries with kite balloon observation.

PRISONERS.

One 0.R. passed through Corps cages.

WEATHER.

Fine. Visibility poor early but improved
ater.

ELIEFS AND MOVES.

No reliefs or moves of any ilmportance took
place.

-

COMPOSITION OF FOURTH ARMY.

I1I Corps: 18th#®, 47th, 58th Divisions, Srd Cav-
alry Division (Army Reserve).
Aust. Corps: 2nd, 3rd, 4th* and 5th Australlan Diwns.

XIX Corps (under orders G.H.Q.): 30th and 66th Div-
igions (Training Qadres).

Corps Reserve.

AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE.
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6" Mk, VII.
n

8" How,
9.2% How.
12% How.

11. GENERAL.

—

At 11 a,m, the command of the Australlan
Corpe passed from General Sir W,R. Birdwood, K.C.B.,
HnC-E-I-, K-C-E-Gu, Cel.E DlE‘iG‘, A.D.C. to Lieut,.-
General Sir J. Monash,

During the 7] 713 | lighte
were seen in the vill . 8 01 : Army
front. When bombs ) nel |
attempt appeared to be ma

HeQe, Fourth Army,
June, 19218,

e
-J-
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Operation Messages Received and Issued.

5.2 a.m, From No. 83 Squadron, R,A.F.
; Nizht observations: U siderable number of

llghts 1in nelghbourhood of BRAY hetween < a.m, and 3 a.m,
Numerous lights in MAROOING 1 a.m. One train approaching
BAPAUME from East at 1,15 a.m, Transport entering BRAY
at 1,20 a.m, One train going S.W. from ROISEL 1.20 a.m.
Ifransport entering OOMBLES and VAUX 1.30 a.m. One train

approaching EPEHY from ROISEL 2 a.m. Column of troope
half mile long roughly 2 miles E, of ALBERT moving towards
BAPAUME 12,15 a.m, 12.50 a.m, two trains in BUSIGNY
Station, '

a.m, From No. 101 Squadron, R.A.F.
Nigzht reconnalssance of area MO JNTAUBAN, PROYART,
BRAY reports great activity. Numbere of lights in all

villages and woode in area. Transport wae observed about
1,10 a,m, on BRAY - PROYART and AMIENS - ST. QUENTIN Rozad.
All woods and vlillages in area East of ALBERT - BRAY were
brilliantly lighted:towards dawn activity died down., 18
Michelin flares were dropped.

a.m, From 111 Corps.

Sltuation report. Front feirly quiet.
shelling between 2,30 a.,m, and 3.30 a.m. of HENENCOU
MILLENCOURT and LAVIEVILLE, chiefly phosgene.
dropped on back areas by huztila aeroplanes.
captured.

8.M. From Australian Corps.

Morming report. Situation quist. Slight
scattered gas shelling on Right Division front and on
BUIRE, Between 11.30 p.m, and midnight 0.30.a. heavily
shelled with 5.98 but very little damage dnna. Some
activity on front line Centre Divicion and light shelling
over areas 0,27., J«17 and around AUBIGNY; and DAOURS 1inter-
mittently shelled. Special harassing fire carried out
by our artillery as counter preparatlon measurs.

8., To GeHeQo
Situation quiet. Gas shelling between 11,30
p.m. and 3,30 a.m, on HENENCOURT, MILLENCOURT, LAVIEVILLE,
BUIRE and around VILLERS BRFTOHHPUX. Eagtern edge of
BOIS L'ABBE heavily shelled with 5,9s. AUBIGNY and DAOURS
shelled intermittently. Twenty-two 112-1b., 56 tweniy-
five 1b. bombe dropped on ETINEHEM, twelvs 119-1b. on
CHAULNES, twelve 112-1b. on ROSIERES, 98 twenty-five 1b.
on other targets by day, and forty 112-1b., 374 twenty-Iive
1b., 8ix 40-1b, by night E. of ALBERT and BRAY. One E.A.
crashed. Air reconnaissance during night report large
amount of movement on roads E. of ALBERT. Captures 1

- —_—
=
=t i =

From Australian Corps.
Hoetile plane brought down in T.l4.a S8 e 1} am,

Two occupants killed. French General took charge of all
documents.

5.40 p.m, From II1 Corps.

Evening report. Some shelling by ©.9s., of
E.2.C. and D.18.4. Long range gun shelled vicinity of

/BRAUCOURT
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BEAUCOURT. Otherwise quiet day. Barly this morming
about 850 gae shells (phosgene 77 mm.) mixed with H.E.
foell in HENENCOURT WOOD and V.19.d4. About same time
snemy shelled MOLLIENS-au-BOIS and E.A., bombed BATZIEUX.

Captures nil.

8.5 p.m. From Australian Qorps.

Evening report, Quiet day. Slight shelling
forward areas Left Division and on VILLERS BRETONNEUX
throughout day. Enemy planes active over Right Divislon,
flyving high, ‘bout 30 H.V. shells fell in ALLONVILLE
between 1 a.m, and 5 a.m., iAs morning ocausing vasualtles.
Eight H.V. shells fell between PONT NOYELLES and QUERRIEU
about 7 a.m. No damage. Prisoners nil.

L D.M. 10 G-Hi‘;:;-
— Quiet day. Hostlle artillery activity slight.
Gas slight. E.A. active on right: one out of control.
R.A.F. dropped 64 twenty-five 1b. and thirty 1l12-1b. bombs

on various targets. Qaptures nil.

10 p.m, rom 1Ll Corps.
In continuation of evenling report: 21 yellow

8 shells fell U.20,0. between 7,106 and 7,50 p.m.
t in QONTAY chateau which has been evacuated.

CI'OB!
Une bu

0

LS
o
T’

10 p.m., From III Qorps.

[left Divielon report following gas shelling
between 6.30 p.m. 30th inst. and 9.50 a.m.

to 6.30 p.m, 30 blue cross 15 cm. Wel9.a, and
o 9.30 p.m. 60 blue 10.5 cm, and 17 cm, V.Z24.a,.
to 2,30 a.m. 500 blue, green and yellow on

and MILLENCOURT areas 77 mm, and 105 mm. 2 ®
blue and green 77 mm, and 106 mm. V.22.d. and
2.15 to 3.50 a.,m, 200 blue and green 77 mm, and

and 15 em. on V.20 and V.26, 2.45 a.m., 560 blue
on W.19 and 20. So far 2 casualtles.
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/f 152
with the hostile infantry advanoe; the ruﬂuﬂn::h of thi
Divisional Machine Gun Battalion being lceated i.,ﬂ:' :nr“'. £l is
Eone in dﬂpth, or in mobile reserve .r".,l.f'iy O move ut at the
shortest notiee when the bombardment ceases. PG s v
. The tendensy to place too many Naghine 'une far
forwvard must be carefully guarded against. e

(d) To oonstruct as manv dugeoute as vossihbl
Fu]&ﬂiii’.’u&l gunes looated wit) in lf_,_r, —1‘ 11 LH'TE_{_;'_ J_.:.r.ri: |
the greater part of the Maghine Guns in this };r'-r:ﬁ
destruetion from the bombardment and bhe .--,r*:il-t?--
up the enemy's advance, form rally’ ng pointe
gounter attacks. i i o

_b. T neutralization bomi rdment Aagha
L4V g&8 shell, was very violent and exter
4 3 -
i e il E:lmatfr‘ F.'I }-I -]]1 r}rj r:-]l L l j-nﬂ [ ]

o thi 191~

: P PR ' .
(a) Bvery batt ry must be prepared to ococurny a:x

" 4 wa - ‘ -~ . T - : v . . -

«i¥0 Position, even 1f these positions are not suc
Dé conslidered sultable for prolonged ogoupation.

=

(b) Bvery endeavour must be made %o obtain
preserve conoceal 5§
in connect
advisable to uti
Iire purposes, the
aking intervals

(¢) Constant gas drill
' LNary measures on

RCDIGT1002870
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an £lat Maroh md on the RHEINS - SO0ISSONE front on the
287th May. Ne oan the refore make dispositions whioh were

impoasible in these SasaN.

9. our objeot has been,and is, to gight for the front
line and give no ground, as 1ald down in Fourth Army Polioy No.
1wa (8) of 268/4/18, dbut at the same time we muat make every .
sndeavour %o ensure that our diapositions are so arranged Fﬁﬂ‘
sur losses in men and material during the initial stages of the
Serman attack shall be as light as possible, compatible with
Antaining our present positions intaoct,

. | . }‘. o |
15. Mere detalled information as regards lessons A
rram the REEINMS « SOISSONS attaok will be forwarded as sooOn

k|

.1:'#1!'\ ,'.
ags ™rade)l ved.

(8d) A. A. MONTGOMERY,
Major-General,
Gemeral Staff, Four th Army.
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