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AbﬂpE?VSVf. ??* 11th.Battzlion, 6

To 3rd. Brigade Hsadquarters, Juns lst, 1919,

{

: Bombardment of Left Sub-Section of the Brigade Frontage
d Wﬁﬁm of the lat, Australian Divisional Sectér of ths PETILLCON Section,
l. -% i "

Attempted Gasrman Raild on night of 30th. May 1¢16,

In zmplificatlion of my progrescsive reports on the above subject
I beg to submit th= following renort:=

At 2010 on the 30th,. May 1916 ths enemy commenced & heavy bom-
bardment on a section of our front line parapst, our supnort lines, CORDON-
NERRIE POST and our communication tranches (MINE AVENUE and CHELLAR FARM
AVENUZR),

It was svidaat that the bombardment hid b-2en timed for that hour
as the attack osn all points commancsd sinultansously,
| At the oubsst hie patteriss were smployed as rollows:-
(1) Guns, large calibre, using H.E, on a small salient in our line and on
CORDONN «RIE POST,
(11) Trench lMortar Batterles and Aerial Torpesdces on salisnt.
(111) cuns using shrapnel on Comnunication trenches and on eithsr side of
sallent for a distance of about 250 yards,
(iv) Guns, 7?7 m,m. on parapst and supports line,
the bombardment raged with unabated and a&wful fury until 2130
when 1t slackened appreciably; at 2140 it ceased altogether,
¢ By thls time NC MAN'S LAND and ths ground between the firing
. line and the supports were enveloped in dense smoks,
The parapet of the sallisnt for a distance of 100 yurde (actual
p rapet frontags) had besa d==ulisneu, gome of the men occupying the
space had besenk killed hefore they could be withdrawn, The others werse
withdrawn %o the flanks but we practically mélntalined, under the trying
circYnstances, an unbroken sequence on iether sids of the sallient, |
In the meantinme I had besen in communication with the Company
Commanders and immediately the bombardment vas raised off the parapet they
jocined forces across the salient and pushed forwerd over the debris and
opened up & heavy rifle firs,
whilst ths bombardmsnt was proceeding, the enemy kept Xup =
lively and continucus firs with his machine .guns Sraversing ou parapets
and then switched them on tc the nalisnt and to other parts of the line
where the parapet had been breachad,
. Our Machine Quns, particularly the Lewls Guus (mobile) had been
bringing enfilade fire to bear on NO MAN'S LAND in front of that part of
the line which was being so fiercely bombarded,
During the bombardment all but the observers and Lewls Machine
Gunners were koot well under the porapet but immediately the bombardmant
ceased the whole line opened fbre on the znemy's trenches.
| S0 goon as ths bombardment commencad assistance vas asked of
- our Artillery and very scon our guns were in full &ctlon, The Zrench
Mortar Battery in our area alsc came into action and rendered most valuable
~gslstancs,
~ The damage done to our lines seemed appalling, but whilst ths
bombardment was proceseding organisation was golng on in rear and in ax very
short time not only was the firing line reinforcsd but workling parties,
well organised, were at worz bullding up ths parapet, clearing away deoris
and reopening th: communication tranches, d
As I have previously renorted, our lines were unnaidarabiy dame
ased. In addition to the damage to the firing lins GCORDONNFRIE POST had
{te interior blown outd the support lines suffsred cnnﬂldﬂrﬁblﬂ_“hilﬂtn
ror the time being, our ccnmu:lca ion trenches were rencere. ussliess, gﬂ
daylight, motwithstanding the fire of ths enemy, WS haa construc.ed Zniz
parapet around ths salient, the curmunieati n trenches had besa Ir'sop 1raa
our wounded had besn evacuated and other breaches in the parapet Ir'epa . .
In the meantime I had been hearing rumours that ths bombar -!S
ment was followe by a raid, None OI my Officers were &ble O ;:iifyath
but at daylight, on going 1nto the question, I founa esvidence uh=t ON
R S att:zpt;i-'uutiﬂn (N,10.c.66. 6b to 1.10.¢,75, 50.] thalpizﬂpit
( was razed. I round that three lengths of white tape had psen l1a

from the enemy‘'s line (120 yardsp aistant) to our wntanglements, whilsf
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v in front of our parapet were 40 hand grenades (reference S5.,5.998 goe nlats
flgures 1 2 3), cylindarieccl prenade with friction tube, 6 packets of
yellow explosivs (Kill Guickauf), & ladder and a life presermver, All

‘these articles werse collscted,

I «a180 found thres men who &ctually saw & party of four or five
Germand 1insids our para et or what at that tims was the ruins of our
parapet,

One, & Machine Gunner, on rising to vring his Lewls Gun into action
was knocked over with a bomb, A Bapnsr came o0 his rsscue, =na though |
both men were knocke over agalin, they got the sun intec action well in the
Iront of ths aeoris and it remained there sweeping NC MAN'S LAND by enfilade
fire during the night thus protecting the breach againct 2utack,

Iwe other men say they caw three or four Cermane but they were

[ partially burled at the time and g.mns and boms were noi availapnle. They saw
_. the party appear on the debris immsdiately tHe enemy guns 1liited firs off
the parapet and whilat our lines in rsar were bsing shsllec,

I accept &as an sstablished fucbt that & smalli party of the ensmy ald
actually reach our trenches unaer an intense bombazrament zna unasr cover of
the dense smoke but the narty wiiharew at onee and wers nod ssen by the men
wno manned the deb®ls Immealiat=ly the vombardment ceaseq,

At th2 point of atbtack mining has besn very active and no doubt the
object of the rala was to destrog our mining chambers,

I an ineclined to thes view that only the eneny's scouts were able to
reach vur lines, The promnt manner in which the breach was mannea after =
such a hsavy bompardment, and the valuabls alid given by our wmachins guns
msd any raid an impossibility, whatever 1

| The party which rsached the parapet did no damags/to our lines and
. I venture to assert it was unable to rsturn by the way by which it came,

. S L —

I regret to say I lost one Lewls (lichine Gun. Eyewltnesses fay
it was blown up with 1ts bsarer during the bombardment,
The casualtiss wsrs heavy being Killed 36 other ranks, Wounded
2 Officers and 59 othsr ranks and Mi-sing € other ranks, _ g
With regard tc the miseing personnsl, whole porticns of the line

ere blown un and no doubt the men wers sithsr blown to atoms or smothersad
fh Ehu several craters which were formed fin the lines,

In connsction with thes great amount of wors which was dons ;fter the
bombardmuent sveryone responded to my ordsrs which were:-

L2 (1) fThat we must be prepared for an assault no matter how soon it
' "was made,

(2) :That svery effort was to be made toc concsal from the enemy the

damage he had effected to cur lines”,

Ag rsgards the chesrfulnecs and resourcefulness of the men during
ths bombardment and of the agtlion of the Officers and N.C.0's., I cannot
speak %00 highly - ths manner in which they monned the debris bsggards

| d2scription, All were animated with one dssire, viz,, that the Germans
should not break our linsas.

It was apparent to ms that the orders issued for the defence of ths
Sub-section had been car=fully =studied by the Officers, Nothing that
gould be done wag laft to chance and had an attack been launched I feel
sure a vallant resistance would have been offered,

e I received most valuabls assistance from the 12th, Ba.ttalion; mambers
Of the lst. Picneer Battallion woried assiduously whilst the 9th. Battalion

_ Bomberes wsre nlagsi at xmy disposal, I find it @ifficult to singls out Zax

dpseXsX memkiunclther Officers, N.C.,0's. or men for spseial mention when
all ranks did so wsll, Most valuabls services were rendsrsd by the
Battallon Signallers in maintaining communication neckessitating the laying
of fresh lines under fire, runners carriled mess:ges across the open in the
facs of what appeared to bs certa n death; The Machlne Gunners sntirely
disrsgarded thes firs of ths enemy in order to sweep NO VMAN'S LAND in front

‘ of the ruined parapsts, Stretcher Bearers went to ths asslstance of thelr

f mounded comrades in thz face of "hell let locse”, Sectiocn Commanders
rallied thsir men and cone man sang & son; without a trenor durlng the

—  bombardment, Obgervers and sentries remained at thelr poste resrrdless
of personal risk,

, when it is ti.xen into consideration that no cnse present had ever

| experiesnced such a fisrce bombardment and meny men had previoucly nct bsen
andsr fire I fssl nroud of the fact th t every man stood his ground.
Compeny Cormanders and the Regimental Staff proved to bs Cfficers 1n every
senss of the word.
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I would, hewesmer, particularly bring to your notice for speclal
considsration the followling Officers, N.C.0's. and neni=
_ Captain MEDCALF F.G. and CAPTAIN MACFARLABY A,H., both ¢of whome rose
to the occasion, shewed a apiendid dsvetion to duty, rallied their men, -
were resourceful and carri=d out my ordgrs to the very leotter.
| To 2/l4ieut., WAIRPFRSG.R.S. and 2/Lieut. FORBES 3.F., who were in
immedlate command of the Platoons on elther side of the section where the
whole of the front lins defences wers blown away, much credit is due for
thes action and effective way in which thay assistesd their respsctive
— Gompany Commandsrs %o rejoin forcss across the salient and to man and hold
the debris untll the paranet war restored,

Nc.2022 Coy.Sgt.lijr, SHIPTON B., who,during the bombardment, moved
about 2mongat the men aad Zept them confidant.

No,1l%0 Sergeant Adan R,W. All of whom ghewed great resourcs, g
No.lll Sergeant VINCENT H., couraged and handled thsir men with marksd
| N0.19108ergeant BELL W. abllity during a very critical psriod.

No,368 Sergsant® WALKER D,

N0,1357 Private HODGR A, and Jo.584 Privats PLUNKETT W. did most
excellent work with their Machins Guns at great personal risk, the latter,
although knocksd over twice by bombs, jot his gun into actlion well in advame
of the dsbris and swept tha line of retreat of the snemy and prectically
mad=: 1t imroasible for o raid to be mald€at that polint,

No. 1871 Privats STRATTON Réd. Assistance rendered %o and collsction

No. 3480 Private G.RDNER E of wounded undsr heavy fire.

No, 3791 Private FOWLER V.H,

No.1971 Private KYNASTON E.H, For the conveyance of messajes a&cross
No,3146 Private WRST LW the opsn inthe face of what appeared
No.2129 Private THOMPSON G.H. to be certein dsath whilst telephonic
communication wag lntsrrupted,
No.#0064 Corporal PINE D For laying and repairing telephons wires
No.2604 Private DUNKLIYY I. in the open undcr hsavy fire.
The following Officers N,.C.0's and men rendersd most valuable sarvices
M-"J-Jﬂr DENTON JeSe DeSe0s Ma o MIINIR J. T, O-G-HD" GQH-
Capt. NEWMAN J ©.C,"C" Coy. LIRUT.LYNAY L.L. Machine Gun Offlcer.,
Captain HEBINGWAY R, Adjutant, 9/Lisut. BRODIE A.C. Signal Officer,
Lieut,HATI.AHAN w.R.
NoWd 3237 lee.Cpl.BROWN W.D. No,3677 Les.Cpl, FRY V.E,
No, 3688 Private COLE N, No,4016 WOOLCOTIT &  Private,
No, 1046 SKRGRANT RICIARDSON R.L.No.154b Sergeant GRAHAM W.W.
NO. dﬁ'f‘ﬁ Pl‘i‘ﬂ'&t‘! VIHGL‘]NT H-Ht Hﬂ‘ HC’]- PI‘iY&tB PARKER n,

I attach reports from Company Command rs, and other Offlesrs, aleo

~  a psference plan, - / y
h 'y 1T )
| /T .,," </ ¥y ¢ s
' Ej \e e /
N bV
Lisut-Colonel,

C. 0. 1lth.,Battallon.
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