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The office opened on the ist, and the.reports of the hand over were at once proceeded
with. All ares stores were checked and reports s to numbers and deficiencies reported to

oote for men working in water and the provision of @oyer stoves to be placed in suitable placﬂa
or use in drying rooms and for the heating of water to wash the mens feet. These two items

ere extremely important as the health of the men depends largely on this provision. The gum

huuta were slow in coming forward, but Corps lent enough to carry on with. -oyer Stoves arrived

in good time to be put into use. For the first few deys units were unable to draw stoves =s the,

transport wanted looking at after the long trek.

The formation of the Australisn Army Ordnance Corps was notified me and this allowed |

pf the absorbtion of men who had beem attached «s trainees. |

The cuestion of the supply of Australian clothing became somewhat acute, as the
clothing issued by the Base was taken on the originsl size. As, however, most of the tunics hed |
been wsshed and cleaned, they were considerably smaller than they nriginaly were, and with mno
stocks of large sizes &rriving, it was impossible to supply for the big men of the Division.
| Corps and Division were notified of the situation. |
Hats also were hard to obtain, which resulted in an order that, for the present, only
men proceeding on leave would be supplied with an issue.

The question of the carrying of four petrol tins, for water, on the G.S. limber was
gone into, as Army had issued an order that the tool box and rifle clips on the sides of the
fore limber were to be removed and the tine carried in brackets on the gide. As this Divigion
hed had & design on some of its limbers that was thought preferable to the Army scheme, (it being
to carry the tins on the resr of the fore limber, thus obviating the necessity of ramuving any
store. and, also, making a mueh better working dasign] two limbers, one with Army design and one
with our dasign, were paraded at Corps for inspection. This rasulteﬂ in our design being chosen
and orders were issued that the Aust. Corps would carry out the glterations as per our desigm.
With LA&IGI attended a lemture on the question of Economy in Ordnance Stores, as Divisionsl

l

Hepresentatives. The lecture dealt with the Provision, supply, Salving, Repairing and Re-igsuing of By

Ordnance sStores, and it is the intention that 1 shall giva the lecture to sgll units in the
Division. Figures were given, shewing what salving has saved in the past six monthe, for various

classes of gtores.

T2134. Wi, W708 —=776. 500000. 4/156. 8irJ. C. & 8.

Division and Corps. The chief items that required immediaste attention were the provision of gumlb
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an experiment.

ability.

unit of Pphe uiviﬂiun.

repairs to vehicles or guns might be expedited.

| 67 Lewis Guns for anti-asircraft use. Each pattalion received 4,
gach Field Company of Engineers 1.
Periscopes No. £5.
special type of Ambulance Stretcher to each Fiel@ Ambulance.
Reports were submitted th the G.0.C. Division, as to the comparitive cost of each

1l per battslion and Field Company.

hd
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For the purpose of raiding parties, stocks of body armour, specisl identitydisecs,and
Imperial Army pattern clothing were got and kept ready for use.
The Ordnasnce uobile Worizshops were visited for the purpose of arrsnging that any
The result was that no delay occured in any'casa.
Stores srrived regulsrly at Reilhead and no difficulty was found in the distribution.

opecial iscsues during the month inecluded plates, zinc, to be used on horseg hoofs as

each Battery 2, and

These were of value in showing how units compare regarding their saving

| with = view to cutting out from them, any stores which were unnecessary.
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Those which were

decided upon =8 not necessary for the unit to carry were divided into two classes;.
| fal] Those that could be done away with altogether, and
| (b) Those that should be classed ss ares stores. |

Stores (b) would them be at the disposal of any units going into any particular areas.
The revort sent to Divisional Head quarters was accepted, as the proper view snd was seny om to

Corps =s the Divisional opinion.
The lobilizstion Store T:ble of the Divisional Train was also reviewed and &lthough

mo report went through, the stores cut out by G.R.0. 5411 corresponded with the list prepared.
This large cuestion, whieh has been an spparent one for so long is now being gone

| into thoroughly.

Tha.Mubilizatian Store Tables of the Infantry Pattalions and Field Coy's were revised

. e —

Ll

RCDIGT003668



WAR DIARY

@MLL o iﬂkfu“ cﬂw"‘

FOR

LIST OF APPENDICES.

No. Subject.

3.
; HMonotaly vttt /m?f""*’ﬂd"““"
g rrsg Ay e P /I‘.'.-r.-—-.,-.ﬂ.z- fH—-u-a-fL /vl pe
2 /ﬂ,ﬂﬁ /—n—--lzéﬁﬂ-"‘*
Pl o Arps

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1003668



-
2|

| WAR DIARY Army Form (. 2118.
Instruetions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence o
Summaries are contained in F. S, Regs., Part 1L INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages '
will be prepared in manuscript. (Evase heading wnol r.quired.)
" | T N _ temarks and
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information _ . references to
o -~ a .. S = e Appendices
4 |
{
APPENDICES.
. (a) The lsbour, daily employed, varied from 20-24 outside the ordinary Urdnance
| rersonnel.
- The number of boot-mskers continuously working was 14,

——— e s
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(b). Bulk issues during February. .Lpprnximate strength of Division, 19,6000,

Greatcoats, 397; Boots, ankle, 2,813; Jackets, S.D. 1,299; Pantaloons, 8193;
Trousers, Se.be 1,596; Puttees, 980; Sheets, ground, 450; Tins, mess, 16&2;
Bottles, water, 106; Shoes, horse, ,142; Shoes, mule, 2,590;

|
1
[}

(e) Under the re-orgination of heavy Trench uortar batteries, the following liortars were
handed over as follows;. _ |
To Aust. Heavy T.ll. Battery. S Mk le
" A.DeOsSe 10th. Corps. 4 Ik 1. 1
" No. 4 Gun Park. 2 Mk 2. [ |
|
(a) It was not necessary to expend any money on local purchases. |

The boot shop in connection with my dcpot has continued to carry out excellent work.
Four more boot-makers were added to the number employed, making fourteen in all.

The Divisional boot shop was formed sfter the Division's errival in France. After
consultation with "Q™ a eircular was issued to all units for suitable men, and men were selecte
from those units that haed more thsh two. After interviewing the men, I placed in charge a |
sergeant who was a practical and thorough man. The C.R.E. co-operated and built = shop and by [
the time that was finished the various nececssary stores, such as bags, tool shoemakers, fitted ‘ |
lasts, stretehers, and grindery of all sorts, had arrived. The idea of the shop was chiefly 4 |
that boots from units that had no boot-maker could be repaired and re-issued, also that all | 24 |
boots sent in ss salvage could be examined by an expert, so that no boots should be sent to |
Basse as not worth repair, while it was possible to repair them. | l

The sh p has been moved to each of my locations and &% the present time is situated
in a brick-built garage by my dump. |

oince the order for boots to be issued with clump soleshas been in operation , it haP

I
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been the custom to do this in the shop before issuing to units. Luow &nd again this vas
q impossible, as the issues were very heavy, The average number of pairs of boots repaired per day

| hae been 7 to 8. | :
| e a'.A certaein smount of repair work has been done in O0fficers boots. The amounts |

ed are passed through their pay-books in the ordinary waye. i
i i L s %ha shop haggalways been successfully run, &énd made it possible, with the various |

amall shops that the units run, to keep the boot demasnds down to a marked degree.
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