Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

AWM4

1914-18 War

Formation Headquarters

Item number: 1/6/20 Part 4

Title: General Staff, General

Headquarters, Egyptian

Expeditionary Force

December 1917

gl

AWM4-1/6/20PART4

Il

|
I

i

RCDIGT1003 /702



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT003 702



o - e .

1Ly

.

4

_
b
4
3
)

rative

.y i P
- o -

Lr. ' -8

) 4

battalion

gArrison

140n

-pattal

RCDIGT1003 702

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0O03 702



il L H:‘

the '.U.'itl
e Present,
of A& Weeke
LCOT'DE pereil 3
been poselible to
i of three mOnRths

AT . le"‘!-!"'!."'!‘?

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT003 702




v

\

General Officer Commanding,

XXth Corps.

o _.”__'--

With reference to your G.Z. 22/8 of the 1l4th inet.,
the Commander-in-Chief approves generally of the plan
therein submitted.

In accordance with thie plan and with orce gder
Ho. B7 of to-day, the preliminary advanoc: of the H5%rd and
80th Divigions to the approximate line KEFR AKAB - RAFAT
will take place on Z-1 and during the night of Z-1/Zeroj
and the date indicated in your plan for the attack on the
final objective, BEITIN < EL BALUA - KH. EL BURJ = ABU EL

The actual dates to which you propoee tO work are
provisionally approved, but in the event of wet weather,
or until the roads have sufflclently recovered after wet
wealther, the command er=in=Chief intends to postpone the
operations.

owing to the comparative difficully of supply until

the standard gauge railway reachee RAMLEH, and until the
furkish railway is open for traffic to JERUSALEM, it willl
be important to hold your eventual objective, when once

it has been consolidated, with the minimum of troope
compatifible with securlty. The Commander=in-Chlief doee
not apprehend any sonsiderable danger from any attempt
#hich the enemy might make agalnet the right centre of
_the line on which the force will eventually be placed =
that is to say, against the left of the Corpe under your
sommand - owing to the difficulty of the country, of which
both the enemy and our own forces have already had ample
experience. It should therefore be practicable to hold
this portion of the line wlth very light forcee, and
probably, when our arrangementgs are complete elsewhere,

to leave a distinct gap between the lef't of the line
which you will eventually occupy and the right of the

XXI Corpae.
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As regards the Quartermaster General's Department,
aJor=General Commanding the Foree in EGYPT would not bse
'; sition eof Inspestor Geneml Of Communiecations, ihe U
>uld rstaln personal ocontrol over the following ¢
Q! lef'iﬂﬂ at General Headquarters, 2nd Echelcn,
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From t- The Commander-in-Chief, ' ' 1}

b, . |
ey

Lgyptian kxpeditionary Porode

To 3= The Becretary, - B
War Office,

uUHlJ‘.J:i g Dala 1 .

General Headquarters,

22th December 1917.
.J.]i I", '}r]

1. 1t has been found that-the dual control of the Palestine
Lines oi Communication by the Inspector, FPalestine L. of Cs,and
the Generad Officer Commanding, Palestine L., of C. Defences, 18
uneconomical as rogards man power, and it is considered that a
saving in the number of troops allotted to the Palestine Lines
01 Uommunication may be sffected by placing the whole of the
Falestine Lines of Communication both as regards administration
and deience under one officar-witha single staff.

2. 1 therefore request the sanction of the Army Council $o
amalgamate the present staffs of the Inspector, Palestine Lines
ol Uommunication and General Officer Commanding,Palestine L. of
U, Defences under one officer (s Brizadier-Beneral). +o ha
called the General Officer Commanding, Palestine Lines of
vommunication, with a staff as follows 1=

GeB.0.(2).
G.5.0.(8).

AsA .G,

H.-Q-H.;Gn
U.Aiuiﬁ th, Md
Staff Captains.

The Staflf Officers for duty on the ilines: of \Communication
now shown on Headquarters, Inspector Palestine Lines of
Communication, including the additions sanctioned by War Office
t:luﬁF&mE €0400 S.0.2.,b. of 14th anember, 46874 S.D.2,b. of
o0th November and 47688 S.D.27%: of llth December would remain
A8 at present. At the same time the D.A.A. & Q.M.G. and the

[T Captaln for Reinforcements in ALEXANDRIA District will
abolished, and the D.A.A. & Q.M.G. temporarily allowed on
Headquarters Palestine L, of C. Defences (War Office telegrans
NO.40385 S5.D.28. of 29th August and 46893 8jD.2.b. of S0th NHovr.

Ihe net result therefore is a reductior of two
DeAsAs & QeideG's and the substitution of one A.A.G. and one
AsQ'lM.G. Tor one AA. & Q.M.G. This re-organisation will
effect a greater degree of co~-ordination in the administration
0L tThe Lines of Vommunication and will also set free troops for
service elsewhere,

If this proposal is sanctioned, I request that I may be
informed by telegram, when a _detalled establishment showing the
clerical staff required will be submitted.

I have the honour to be,
oLl
iour obedient Servant,
{ Y EQ } Mvtette - ALLENIY y
General.

Vommander-in-Chisf,
Lgyptian bhxpeditionary Force.
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Brigadier General
General Staff, XXIsgt Corps.

Headquarters,
XXIist Oorps,
19=12=17 .
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that, 1= view of

JERUSALEM ,
military

ould occocunv

ou for the mood
you will arranse

JUar+vere an voun* way

Major-Ommeral,
Chief of the Caneral Staff,
peyptian Expeditionary Foree.
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Gentoral Offienr Oommanding,
10¢h Bivislen,
M ﬂ’tﬁﬂiﬂﬂ-
ﬂOth Jiﬂﬂiﬂn- - ——
74%h Divislioen,
sAustralian Mounted UDiviesiomn,
thrl 20th Oorre.

A e . e kT ——

Reference 20th—Corves OWPdor 50,19,

(1) In opder to droaden the Pront of attack the
pivisiomhitherte samarked as Corps Reserve ir
d.lﬂ'\ﬁ.ll of the G.0.Cqs 74D Divigion who will
to the gmersal line PL.2463 (R.24,¢) - '~+..:"".,-.1 T
as the ROt.h Division advances to the l1line w.# eC™MNLr ]
mﬁfﬂ: - "0 430 ('!'-*""?“ﬁ'\'" B J19 {17"1{“1 1".’.“""""‘1 wide
gf 20th \_‘Gr 8 Oprdor %o0.19.

0.0.0. 50th Division will detormine the hour =t
advanes 1o 0 take place and will iInform G.0.Ce 74
reveating the maseagze to S0th Corpe Headquartears,

{14) "hen the advance sorthwarde 1o *—ﬂaumﬂ A by the
from the 1ine ¥.84.contral = X ERAYAH « Pt 248(
Ji1B GL.00 T‘th Divislon will {"ﬂ-f]}'}"*-“‘.‘rfﬁ.{ﬁ.ﬁ '_1.1",';
filling ths gap htuan the left of the 80th

viding 1ine Between 60th and 74th Divimi
= BAE ALLAR all inclusive to 680th Divisior

(114 )1he Brigade 74th Division holding r*
{inclusive) = BEIT UR BT TANTA (-aml
placed at the dispopal of 3.0.C. L7
SoOred ROgerve as 800N as thoy \an ‘hm ““f]r*‘r*-"l
14ne and will coneentrate near BIIT 1Z7A,

m’ "Mt Of thﬂ' F:-";ﬂ"'":f attack ’.‘._:":-- ~ ™ Y
li. li.l.tﬂm advanee is made {(vide para 4 (11) of

.m‘" Pﬂﬂibl‘ m. ‘Li?']"-rﬂi! | & "‘.ﬂ“‘r:}i 0 T “FH "ay bw ¢4
m‘ Attack® will take nlao® at the earliost possl h1e moment that
ﬂl h mld b? the 3.040. ..I.l.ft Attaak™ wit the ohjeat L.

m'i his ﬂbgiuu“- whiile the snemy 1o aadhind 8- ut 4 ¢
the 20th Division,

thil Oans J§.,0+8e 'Lgft Attﬁﬂh. 'J'-"’L‘..q!q 198 '
a8 sarly nnticl as possible of the time he will o r

" ﬁmq'?‘liﬁ-ﬂﬁﬁ -

BSadguarters
AL Corps :
S4th Deegtmbey 1017,

Popite Wi-
| DeableBalgenoe Jl|gﬂth Qorna, B.0+.0¢ it COTPE,

Chie? mMELneesr § | ey Rogert Tt ed
AeDedhe e . “* B Ho.O . Palostine Bda N, "0,
Devellale : H DaCoslth BQUAATON el el e
Advano®d T .U DsCes PN Wing R.V,

v GeieGey 18t Bahelon,
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general Off'icer Commanaing,

has bsen received from the XXth Corvrs
that Canva overe for Vickoers Guns, of the sameé patiermnm
as those surplied to Desert Mounted Corps, should be 1ssusd
: thelr MAachlne Gun Jompanles,
fhis question has been discussed On several cocaslions
the last 12 monthes, and at a Machine Gun Conference hela
[R EL BELA last May the rensral conocsnsus of opinion
red to be that the Trench Bags at present issusd to the
nies, though possibly not in every way a8 good as the
ttern now supprlied to the mounted troopa, oould be carried
pack-saddle and that they fulfilled the purpcses for
they were required.

In view ¢of the necessity of making every possible
lating material, and of the expendliture of material
ur entallsd in re-equipping the Machine Gun Companies

the Force, I would request that a report may be

this Of'Tice stating

hether, in your opinion, this changs of squirment
is absoclutely necessary.

vhat way the Irench Bags already supplisd have
proved unserviceable.

As regards (b) it 48 thought that it may be possible
to carry out such slight alterations in the sxisting
might be required to overcome any defects which may
to light during the recsnt operations.

L L) /8 -
c""'f-'“ “¥ < 4
< ?;'Eﬂf -,y
- Major-General,
Chief of the General Starf,
Egyrtian Expedlitionary Force.
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Yrom t-= voneral BaAviibal .

:"-' e | : - . 1. ; 1'{‘“'&'.

/.] /1?1 H-'ip- 1-‘*."1.
8/1=/17. Reod, 1700,
AR lril?d‘;'ll flf E‘l‘mi

Urder of Battle 7th UDiwviaion as follows 1=

uiﬂiﬂluﬂdl Heddquarters,

iJ.:..:.'“? L) ;F_ "'.j.-._}‘
1at Ueaforth Ml “.l'iiﬂl':fi s .
tm.j I I‘!\JL‘.F:ibE.
"

3

= pEe

otli Ril len,

:. 1‘_."[ 1..-*--..- ;'.i_i':-y...

L Brigade Supply and Transport Coupany.

Brigade.
and liiack atah,
Allana infantrye.
Pun jabis.
urEnas.
W ell gUOEPANY S

[

grigade Lupply and Trangport Conpany .

Ei%l0e
Loelcesterahire Regliment,
31 K08 .
L
Kif'led,
e\ sl ',-h.i‘.l)".
drigzade LGuppiy and Trangport ConmpPany.

ilonal Artillery.
Urigade Letede ( 19 « B0 « S8 and D =

WO LLUEBT) o
iirii,ﬂl-*.l--‘ e sl e ( Al sU,s aANDd {t} - m‘..'.h

i lu:-';l:-t : Fr.-¥71° -aﬂctlﬂllli
Jivicional Enginears.
lst, Zrd and 4th Conpanies 1st Sappers and

7th Uivisional Signal Coye. 1alat Plonears.
y and ”'l‘Jj . voupany.

7th Vivislonal troops Supply and Transport Coy
pbined .i yid ambulances Mumberses 187, 188,

D«+ HOD1le VYelerinary oectlion,
N0l sani LAY Legiion,
be und F. Light Trench sortar Satteries
3 183, 154 and 1055 Hedlium Trench Sortar sSatteries.
m voupanies and Trench sortar Satteriess Sritish.
y British saxcept proportion of Urivers. ignal
y united dritish and Indlan. Fleld Ambulanoes,
torinary and Sanitary Sections mixed. AeVable A8 wiring
dar 0. despPatcn by convoys.
S G . 2 ————————

3141“' “,r. "“*-.H

@‘ﬂ» ALL

R . F e - e W B B
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B 5 ks W =

.L+¢h :-..:Grj:a [

- . . A . -r---—l--ﬂ.------lh

¢.0.C. XXIst Corps 1 ooneolidating a strong 13
of defence on the line KIBBIAH - Cave in Square 085, K.
4111 and Bridze in Sqguare 084, F.6.a. - EL HARAM

The right flank divieion of the Corps will hold from
LIBSIAH to the Cave in R.11.b, with a mobile TﬂﬁﬁrVﬁv:ﬁlﬂﬂﬁ
right flank, whioh reserve will be located about HADLITHAH.

You will obhserve that the right flank G; the TXI st

does not extend far enough to the sastward to reach
i;:P:nntinuutiﬂn of the existing dividing line between the
XXth and XXist Corps. The Commander-in-Chief. however,
does not consider that a gap 1iv this area t01hn ) lﬁ:PﬂE
of danger, and has so informed 4.0.0. XXIet Corps, of whosee
dispositions you are now notified so as 10 aasiﬁt you in
paking your arrangenentis for the dieposition of the left
#lank of the Corps under your command.

o > S

25Y. ¥ajor-General,
Chief of the Ueneral Staff,
Bgyptian Axpeditionary FOres,
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‘o v our 4.5.855/235 of the SAgh
vou mwake with regard %o the

whiech 3 a
sranatve line of your UOrps &re spproved.
tne XXth Corps iz being informed that

I!‘

La L L] 1 =

tend further esast than KIBBIAK, thus

2+ place and the left of the
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28 /12/17. Desn.

nHecao.,

F P— S - — e . i A il . A e S - SE.

sacsuley ae follows -
Have recelved the following from

DRIRTER has wired MACAULEY that he is send
jouble bogie trucks, which are wiat Ne NOw as
ag you know, 1 am anxicus tha SUPAN shou ]
ine posasible to help I am bound to look sfhead and &r
ca -.. »d considerable anxiety by sacrifice o1 *ranenort.
o cannot really spare any rolling stook OWing h:'* our
tmited resources and poesibllity of increasing thom. |
Permanont reduction of our carryving capaclity for s conel derable
time after the war will be caused by whst 18 now wlthdrawn.
Our resources are salready atrained to the utmost
during any pressure of traffic and in the near future We
ghall have to mest dmmdilfﬂr traneport of material for
W : Nlle.
L Bn'i“;h;:‘;?’m:nadfjiiiﬂﬂftL:f hope that it will not be found
necegsgsry by the rallwsy anthoritfes to demand our rolling
stock.

r
e

I am confident of your sympathy with our difrficulties
and hops that the requirements dI the altuation will be
adequately met by the sonniderable saorifice we have mdde.
Ends.

IS i e . —— A . i i —
i — — - — —_

gablen.,
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Locke of amrunltion
theatres i view of
ing year.
50,000 roumds 18-pdr.
his will rive you
~roxinately 4,00C
our ocaleulatlio
icwitzere as asked for
e .ol s "”-"1-

- o — ——
- = R
&

ith move of 7th (vesrut)
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Commander-in-Chief,
Lgyptian Expeditionary rorce.

ecretary,
jar O0ff'ice,

.LJ'I-. ".;.J'I-. "'

th

'Il
(.-*.-.l-"-'l-r;-)' _‘15

I trust that the reduction of two .191;1
establighment of the Fleld MDTﬁﬂmi“ﬂ, ReEsp wi
Exveditionary Force may mnot be found necessary.

roference to War 0Of1¢

¥
ted 25th Hovember 1917.

N4V
k.

— i
+ 5 a

™

In this theatre of cperations the Lroope
to & very large extent on water pumped DY engines
sells. An adequate supply of engine drivers with
is sspential to enable them Lo worxk powser pumpe
in the villeges, or are installed by us. -

alize the difficulty in supplying
skilled tradesmen, but there are g
e kR i i P

T . -. !
reinforceméntis C 11!
sufficient engine drivers in Inilaniry
£411 casuslties in the Engineer Unita when they OOCUP.
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VERY SEORET.

L il

Fromt- Ohief, LONDON.
i- Egypt(paras 1 %o 8), repeated BAGDAD & INDIA,

10
r Dﬂﬂp . IMH-

48963 clipher M,0.2.
Recd. 0800.

——

= —

- - T

(1) A militery mission 1s being organised and will proceed via

BAGDAD ag soon as possible for the organisation and training of

Arrenian and other irregular troops in the CAUCABUS.
Dunsterville

(2) Chief of kission will be Major<General L.OU,
and Staff will probably be selected in INDIA and BESOPOTAMIA.,

hat Mission will eventually Gunuiﬁt of 100
C.0's. Some are being found in

aent out from home,

(e) It is probable &
or 150 officers and 200 or 5C0 NH.
UESOPOTAMIA and some
ry reank of Oaptain will ® granted subalterms sekected

o o

(4) Tempors
and N.C.0's will be sergeants.

ial Officers will receive British rates of pay and all

(5) Imper
officers will receive one pound sterling per night in lieu of all
other allowances, while they have provide their own accommodation
and food, but thie rate is subject W revison, For N.C.0%e
under similar conditions rate will be %en shillings.

/- for

outfit allowance of £20 for winter kit and £5/1D |
tropical kit, if eligible under Army urder 251 of 1915, may be drawm
at once by offigers who have not drawn oné OF other of these allow-
The Agente should be notified of the  names of (%) Britieh

aANnces.
service Officers receiving the addowance.,
(7) 1 Officers and HaC.0's of Colonlal Contingéents are selected
y Government at rates settled by them,

they will be pald DY thelr om

(6)

please select sultable of ficers up to 20 and H.C.0%s up to
to BAGDAD as soon as possible.

(&)

40, whom you can 8spPare, and despatch

wualifications in Rusesian, Turkish or Armenian languages would be
ter is the essentlial.

advantegeous but charac
names and units of officors despatched, pleasé.

____--_—-————-—_—-—#__

Wire

- s R T L e e

Copies tos~ O(Db)
1\

Filed -
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yith reference Lo Wi ~ slezram 47757 clphs
of A8/18/17, and ny E.A.y /S of /132 /17, after
lv‘ poneli: i&ri"'ﬁ ths whole }‘.,;E‘.Etai on of Establlen
aMiroraft Depot =and "X" Alrcoraft Park, 1 have
regquest shat, in view of the facl tun L0
now being received mores regularly
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