Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

AWM4

1914-18 War

Infantry

Item number: 23/32/25

Title: 15th Infantry Battalion

April 1917

AWM4-23/32/25

RCDIGT1003 /799



d

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence m -
Stummiaties are contained in. F. S, Regs,, Part I1. INT
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title Pages
will, be prepared in manuseript.

Placf.; Date Hour

( Lvase heading not vequived.)

Summar}r of Events and Information

references to
| Appendices

13’% aflﬂhr
oozl 614 3]

&
~

ik | €

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

cﬁh f(.l.q,pmu-u ﬁJ :?MI,LLLL : Lﬂitu{pn,_ }10/\4.-,-(- .Mj Moado v -'L'-*t:ﬁ,{..iﬁh{:,f
Ribicwie 537 Bl o ot bis on Rerthonn oulitlnls of Ragritount

{'m‘\rf #Mmj I{rﬂ—z-w;-tﬁuj al wltrwals ‘ MAJ A/ "H*’tf\”uj' é‘M—b “‘6"""-‘{ 3”‘""‘1"{‘9 t""""‘"'t’"
w , "W_ O‘f\-f\”ﬂ—‘j:‘m"- | g b d [Md-,ﬂ (ﬂ.-. ff’luwf “q&. H‘MM oI Oun A#
G.lw MAMML s L:A«L-u alme ,3r.r*mrdaM WAL, cvmwﬁi: wdi-.m MWW“
Qdroaronds ouon outpwe) Live & W bov\.’d,o amde M-*Mqu’én whe
Meared Baree %‘w-m -'MM\.' ‘P«M o ‘-UJ. L-u,dq_ willo f(,a.- :

Hliioan Loy ¢% Butilin’  we pbinmii b bivenne af Favrumil
" | |

2449 Wt Wrqo57/Moo 750,000 116 J.B.C. & A. Forms/C.2118/12.

- i

ety

RCDIGT1003 /799



e e ———

| | WAR DIAKYX
s St s Mo i INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title Pages
will be prepared in manuscript.

e
(kvase heading not vequived.)

) Remarks and
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information references to

3’M~LL o™ M“quuqﬁwspmmeZaim?ﬂme/mm
ﬁ/?%.

Mhamby h/’f f""“"?“:f Mottalons. Wﬂ ey po Cosnallico and Commonced J-% ‘ x/(uuM

. /h,l_’m": e Aaadl 74&"&7 hs.q.:, M 'f"‘

'-,’f‘ri'fq,ﬂ.hmt. f‘? A §W w(ﬂ Wobnsn s o<t g ' - e
yev AP IPRPY, 4

.11':-‘{ For | L &II‘ ;;(.,.: '."'L_;‘{I .[/-11';,‘1'.'1. - ‘HI]‘“""I"(r

| e - W\ :
AR, f‘é e el T/‘L . d—-f.- AT l A f:} b é" [ * AL

L]
| f

x 1 e . - : I - _+_:‘ . i-—_'_* Ty, ‘l"._'t' / C-E J T, S ﬁ_"‘""-.j é

2 . & .E"‘-_-j’}"‘ . S el "'(—'-r— S o= T TET T S ,:.: S/J et s IE""" e /3 AL | .
L
/1/. (* (.':’ 5 = L-'_ e R ™ 'f‘:.,-*-?‘_;:_'-._t .I:"f_-r"l’_. o L T o ""/’ - }" ,-;}_f_ :_fr e Ty g o VR
% ¥
o ol ¢ ; : ;
g L _ . A >, ) = /s ilr %_’ v 1.,5
.r-l? J" : :J -L(Z CI_A'_ - LA —'ﬂ'—//l_ B /! T ot L-'!.d_--:.'-fl-.-.l'.,ﬂ(_, A {L_-t . ¥ t----l_.-f-"(,_ , IE'- “'/_‘if- g ('_ﬁ" f-f_{_'{ ol f!? "1!( b i
/ ; P

2449 Wt Wiags7/Meo 750,000 1/16 J.B.C. & A. Forms/C.2118/12

o2

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1003 /799



Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs., Part IIL.
and the Staff Manual respectively.

will be prepared in manuscript.

WAR DL:iRY

Title Pages (Evase heading not vequived.)

or
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

Remarks and

‘ . references to
Summary of Events and Information :
Place Date | Hour y i |
- fif
- .J-I II - L f S A SR g -{r} J i £
iy =1 L f &
j’," " i ';:. TR Pt 2 f /) <t~y { - i
M » e - ¢ i a : N
! |I i ; -l"r.r" 3 F.
i o~ % LS ; . _-/T'.' g : é 4 o i ' 4_;_
/ f i L. L.t
I Y T L { I‘! . X BN
/ ™~ i. -
.{.Ii _i'll -_ r l,l' ..-"1 e - .F_.'__F, { 'J' iy 1‘: -.
::- T:::I :_: ol & W f ’ — - P i
!
V74 - C - & = ‘:L - Ly P { —— 7 Y = ey X i I'F{_ |
- "lf f"_.c:} T - _,I'_j( |'r-1 T l:f ! L iy, — L - -
" o [ A } 2 T — S .
4 3 [, '
| |
g i J # | F -"'1 _:ll 1l f t g .\,ﬂ L 1.-”.' =
¥ s i = { < - ,u" . = ¥
¢ ~
g .- — “,r'{._ r"l., " .frll“_..-.-k b "r: r{{‘ i 1.._{ £ -
o LA \ s - {frt_ o T B “ L S A " JJ'
A ot de . & . ¢ { /
| .lr --|t A 4 |'I'll " f‘l., _-'IH, - g £ a .l"l A W
i " Fa X F 'y 1 % - | e N, J
{. Ir_- Fat A ;- :_..- . ¥ [ k= e WY - - = .
|I I
gt . 1.-.‘,[ i |
1'].- I'flr . ""f_fi L lIIII.II " i 1 - Hr F I'
i v |
TR ! . e A ,J’l e 4
' o | #= i e e e - A %
{ . Cap N { T | {( # 'I_ |
. |||_ 3 i ; . .| . . ‘ - - ’ J -4 |
; o« > o3 _|||' - % lrr % "% B k e | lf. i 1"'{ = rl % L r:- |
i . T - K A AL Ja ki ' “ . |
. o+ J;‘ |
j f.."' r ;‘ i "'Ild " . E-l l:_ . E-"Ilq e i L n # i i ' L == 1{'. of o k. i k . ?‘-' J F
f f s . |
- i'l ) f
F il . i, .""'-; . "
.[,,. ' P - 1 O fot i " >
r . | f.'
/ -
> | '-FF i ' | L
ol I::. ! i e d _.(- C i I \ [ e ] %" r i i "~ o i 'r-' N !
] ff i .f‘ - -~ " ) ‘1" ‘ X e . 4
30 Lj | / " i e A T N T I{F L — (== i 'r'r { L d i £ =
4 ; 4
A/ 2 gy
7K 17/ f
y : # L = I.' ¥ " e _;-.,-.- l-'r : ,.-'
= (/ '/ / — - 7 -
/ J __1 (€ / ; A -(f
— g / r
f- I r:ﬂ- : ' ¥ F J.' ‘:'I"
I g d ‘II- l: :. - . 4 E \/ |
' 2449 Wt Wigqe57/Mgo 750,000 1/16 J.B.C. & A. Forms/C.2118/12.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG1003 /799



| q“rl | 4 -
aQ | APPENDIX
i_, p REFERENCE MAP ECOUST-ST. MEIN. 1/10,000,
¥
. Narrative of action of 1&5tr. Battalion in the attanﬁr

| by 4th, Prligade on EINDENBURG LINE South of RIENCOURT on morning of
11th, April 19217,

At 10.30 p.m. on night 10/11th. April, 15th. Rattalion
moved from Pivouac ground north of FAVREUIL and at 4 a.m. on
morning of 11th, April were deployed ready for action in position
} ‘ on railway line running through C.5.

B and C Companies being in position extending 200 yarda

f to the weat of C.5., Central, anﬂ A and D extending 200 yards to the
Fast of that point,
Battalion H, ¢, was situated at C.5.a+85.03,

Rs A. P, mas situated at C.5.c.90.98,
Preliminary ﬁmmunitinn fumps at C,5.,a,8C,05, C.S.b,.18, C}F.E.EF;EI
r l4th, and 15th, Battalions were dispoedd in Sunken Road 200 yards
Horth of railway line.
At 4,47 a.m. I received message that 14th. and 16th, Battalions had
advanced to the attack and at 4,49 a.m, 16th, Rattalion moved to
the attack in Artillery Formation from the railway line.
There was not sufficient Artillery Fire to drown noise
| of Tanks moving up and they must have been plainly heard by eneny,
The Tanks that were co-operating in the attack on our
front failed to reach objective excepting one (1) Tank which
reached first wire,
The first news of the progress of this RBattalion was re-

ceived from Tounded men who stated that when they arrived at first

T i = e ———————— .

obJective hand to hand fighting was going on between léth. Pattalion
' : and enemy. Cur men pushed through to secong objective and about
900 yards of secongd objecﬁivé was captured by this Prigade whieh
was8 much mixed up through difficulty in crossing enemy wire,

The wire in front of first objective was almost intact on ocur front
and it 1s estimated we had nearly 100 ceasualties on this wire from
enemy enfilade ¥. G, Fire. The wire in front of second,

objective was intact e cepting enemy sally-ports which were swart Wy
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Machine Guns; we lost heavily on this wire also, Fnemy resisted

atnutlf in second objective and this line he held in strensth.
About 200 enemy were killed, only 38 rrischers reached our jumring-
off line about 20 being killed aﬁd woeunded by enemy’s own
Mechine Cuns.,
No Runners hed returned from Front Tine and jJudging by
the number of enemy lachine Gums playing in enfilade fire across
No lians Land 1t was impossible to get back from captured positien,
At 8,15 a.,m, I sent Lieut, J.Y. Rae to endeavour to get forward to
rront lLine ﬁn the left flank; he was ﬁnunded by ¥.G., Fire agd
_repurtad that enemy Machine Guns dominated the ground and he thousht
it was not possible to establish communication, An Officer from
the 17th. Lancers reported to me about this time and enquired as to
pnﬂaihility of Cavalry getting through. I inforred hir that thre
wire was practically intact and horses could not get through, heT
then went forward to recconoitre wire himself but was wounded,
I thensent 2/lieut, ".D. Barnes to tfy and get through on thé centre
or right flanks, I have been informed he was wounded gettine throuek
but reached the capturcd trench, however he did not return,
Two {E)'Carrying Partiaﬁ who tried to get ammunition and Pomks
through have not been heard of since: not one man returned,
Runners were sent from Front Line on Three different oceasions hut
were killed by Y.G. Fire, Arrangements were made éhen for
suffigient Carrying Parties to be crpanised and then sent forwarad
under cover of darkness,
At 9.50 asm. I recelved a phomne meaeﬁge tranamittineg »o
pigeon message from Capt., Dunworth timed 7.10 a.m. requesting Porta
Se.AsA, and Rifle Grenades, It was hoped that our T.ine would hold
until dark as Yo Yan’s lLand was impassable in da}liﬁht, as it was
absolutely commanded by enemy l. Guns,
e At 11,15 a,m, troops on our left were geen to be retirine
| and at 11.20 a.m, our men cormmenced to fall back but very “ew
reached the Rallway Line, The defence of the raillwa$ lins wan-
immediately organieed and four vickers Guns placed in pnuitionfin
our sector, Cne Comr-ny 62nd., Battalion held Bunken Road 200

yards Norkh of rai'way line,
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Thie Fattalicn was relieved at 6,30 p,m, and moved back to
FAVREUIL. Cnly four Officers who were in the Assault were
brourht in, they were wounded before reaching first wire,
None of the Cfficers who reached objective returned and of the
troops who tool¥ part in the assault only &2 have returned,

| fnemy had tunﬁal communications about 10 feet under-
ground between first and second lines and open communication
trenches back to RIENCCURT,

kis fire trenches were about 10 feet wide and 8 feet
deep with three fire steps an@ contained dug-cuts.,

I Dﬁly two Lewls Guns were got back to our lines.

Cur Stretcher Bearers did wonderful work getting
wounded in under enemy fire, towardn afternoon enemy allowed
Stretcher Bearers toc get the wounded without interference bhut in
the merning he fired on them.

Captured Trenéh was enfiladed by M,G, Fire ﬁnd nevere
Fombing attacks were made by enemy from both flenks.

. Definite information as to how meny of our men were
made prisoners cannct be obtalned but the men say a good nurher
were taken.,

Total Casualties of this Fattalion were 19 Cfficers

and 364. Other Ranks.

-'niiiz}/!Ilililll ---Iiﬂut- CET

corr;m;-mmhz RATTALION, v

16th. April 1917
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