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" - Nemarks and ‘
Summary of Events and Information Tﬁlﬂf ,:.: . |
| . - d night of 1/2nd April
. ‘ Fine and Clear. Battalion to be relieved in line during day an
g%%%%%ggl/q/lge ﬂ'mﬁy T:iah%:rcgztgr Rggiﬁﬂnt. Advanced Party moved bait~tn taketnzer Camp in KEMMEL AREA. i?ﬁ;?gix
) T _ | Unit met Lieut. Semple at Transpo ines at 2 p.m, you - P
6 mlguégige?;e%ng;gézfng Unit at junetion of duckboard traek and road (Sheet 28.5W ml‘?lr 30:10) and
o took them to Battalion Headquarters at Lumm Farm where they were met by Company guldes and taken| to
heir allotted nogit ions |
L 15 b.m. Battalion Oprder No,l7 issued re move by bus to GBgE AREA , | Eppendit
lb'12 n.m., Relief completed. Battallon moved back to RAMILES CAMP in Kemmel Area, | /A/18.
3/4/18.'7 El;l;] Battalion embussed in aecordance with Battalion Opder No. 17 for GODE AREA. ‘Ist llne of
| | t moved by road.
11l a miTraniEEivag at duguasing point (Sheet 27 K.356.4.6.6,) and marched to billets in THIESHDUtf Area,
i ompleted by 1.5 D.m. ConE WAERSVELDE .
10,15 ﬁM;?EE:tﬁzliun ang ist line Transnort moved by march route to Bo2E Station and entrained for
**" 14t ‘Roeh at 2.5 a.m, Lieut. A.E.Johnson emtraining Officer. .~
5E4£IB 2 $ a.n. Billeting party of Lieut .R.G.Hendereon,M.C. and 5§ N.C.0.s moved with Battalion.
ALLONVI 4:10".m. Aprived at St .Roeh (detraining point) and moved by march route to ALLONVILLE, Billeting
3 party moved ahead of Battalion by bicyele.
8.25 p.m. Move completed. Brigade becomes reserve Brigade to 3rd Aust. Division. !
!-&8.9 a,m. Weather %aining. Battalion carried nn-zith inspeetion of gas helmets in blllets. F
*IF:lo m. Orders received to be prepared to move a 1 hours motice. :

' move to DAOURS.
1%'%2 p:ﬁ: i:i:;::g ;;:E;EGEGLieut.E?B.W.Danial and 5 N.C.0.s reported to Staff Captain for bllleting.
F o Bombs were issued at the rate of two per man. Packs, blankets %c. were dumped and stored under
Battalion arrangements. Nueleus to remain in billets and Capt L.M.Cadle to be 0.C,
Lia1t .~-Col,G.F . Murphy,D.S.0. to act + Brigadier during absence of G.0.C. who moved fo rward tuo
make a personal reconnaisance of th rigade Sector. Ma jor Robertson,M.C. to be Temporary C.O|
during the C.0.,s absence.

.15 p.m, Battalion and 1lst I.ine Transport moved to DAOURS.
1
D

o n.m, Move eompleted.
; . t fopward to reconnoitre country South of River. (a) Sectiopn of po
< d ?ggoniéﬂggécgrgﬂw%Ehaugrﬁad). (bs Relative to fnrmin§ a defensive rlﬂ#&ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁNEUﬁph of
,uﬁfgny té U39 caﬂtfal. (¢) For counter attack against ridge N. of VILLERS E N

w - Remainder of Officers went forward.

Do

; 10 Rattalion Headquarters 0.13 central. Orders received to move forward and oecupy a2 positign
0 -. .Iﬂ. .

in Q14 and 0.20. -
e EZEEEI;E1$:EHEEGPL and Q.M.Store moved to BLANGY ERONVILLE . .

L
Asegz Wi wizSig/Mizgs 7se000. 117, D. D & L., Lad, %urm:fﬂ:znﬂfu. . \

L] 1 Il'l. i
B | N
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' ..ﬁfﬁ;ﬂti[}ns regarding ! Naies and Intelligence 5 '
[ 7 ymunaries are containkd infF. 8. Regs., Part 11 INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
1 and e Stall “Mariual h--=£' Title pages ] ‘ | -
o will be prepared in n ﬂ" ipt. (Erase heading mot vequtired.) '
H SRS e — L ' vemarks an .
% Rl ,,3‘:‘ f e 1]3;“& s E Summary of Fvents and Information rfﬁ;-:ic&els {.,;: _
f— | = sl B
| 5 1 /4 14.9.3 .m, Move commenced. -
';%%%g%ﬁEUxf/;/ fE,sDOL?m. Dispositions eompleted as follows., Battalion Headquarters at Sunken Road Gl3.d. (cantral)l
SECTOR. 5/4/18. [ wg" gng "A" Companies in strong points in general line nf“r'?'ad through 0,14,b, - 0,14.4 and 0,20,b ﬁ/ﬁ’-‘
| | thence through 0,21,e¢ %o Rallway eulvert at DeBT sdia T 8% D" Coy. in support in S.P. 0,20.4 =~ 2
Sheel. b 0.28.b. "C" Coy. in reserve 0.20,c. Existing series of pot holes posts oeeupied and improved.
Weather Dull and raining.
4,15 p.m. Orders received to move to 0.,34.d. and oeceupy a pogition there in readiness (a) to counter
| attack through VILLERS BRETONNEUX, (b) Move forward and relieve Battalion of 3rd fust.Division
i " in 1line in front of village of Villers Bretonneux. |
5,300.m. Move eommenced.
7 p.ﬁ.m Battalion in position at 0,34.d. C.0. proceeded in advanee and met Col.Goddard, C.O. of
| | !adva1nad troops. Relief of front line to take place. C.0. went forward to Battalion Headquarte rs.
f 8.30 p.m. OGuides met Battalion and moved forward to front llne. Relief was not completed until
| ' shortly before daylight on morningof 6th imgt, owing to intense darkness and owing to some guides
| | losing their way. The front line was a series of pot hole positions for a greater part of the
! front. Some remnants of the 6th London Regiment were also in the line on takling over. H
| . Our dispositions were Battalion Headquarters at 0,13.d.25.85 ; "A" Coy. on left from 0,20,b.80,10
| | to0D .27 .2.80.,30. ; "B" Coy. from 0.14,b.20.40 to 0.20,b,80,90. ; "D" Coy. were in support and
| oeceupied a series of posts from 0.14.¢.55.10 to 0.20.e.70.90. "C" Coy. were in reserve at )
0.20.a.00.00,
4 p.m, Enemy shelled village throughout day. Great aerial activity on both sides.
8,10 p.m. Hun put up 5.0.S. signal (two Reds over 2 Greens) and opened a bombardmeht on line and village.
| ' Two Huns wandered into our lines from a earrying party.
| 9,10 p.m. Bombardment ceased& -
| 18.9 a.m. Weather - Dull and ralning.
B/4/ <& n? : aituation normal, Artillery very lively on both sides. Our aeroplanes very active. Hun
' plane fell in flames in square U.ll.
8.1 p.m. Enemy opened up a fairly stiff artillery barmage on squares P.31l.b and e. - U,6.,b.and U,5
| eentral and further South towards Hangard.
At the same time there was a heavy M.G. fire on village and front line particularly in
; :0.0% No Infantry action was discerned.
! 8.30 p?m? A Hun apnrnacheg our post in U.l.(cent) but qn being called upon to halt turned and bolted
put was killed in the attempt o sscape. (104 RiR.) MACH
S ti became normal. : g
.g'ég p.m. 3;2221igi "pder No.02 re redistribution of front line Companies 1ssued. "C: Coy. Ral lway |Appendlx
s piiﬂe 0 Vil mp® coy.V.1l,a. to U.6.4.7. "A" Coy.U.6.d.4.7.t0 U.B.c.1.4. D* Coy. U.5. He/rZ18.
' (Eé‘iﬁ ) wtﬁm-aglﬁﬁgégﬁm&ﬁgﬁ 2E--FEIHTUSENE . Battalion H.Q. at Chateau 0,35.b.B.2 . (.Ruﬂ. ce T3 WARE.— Vi1la yv'af{qq)
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- ~ Remarks and
| }5 r‘gl W Summary of Fvents and Information references to
P__ T Appendices
! VILLEHS (4{15 11 p.m. RBattalion Order No.AlO re minor operation by 19th and 20th Battalions on pight of Brigade Appendix

Tommix sector issued. K8/ /18.
SECTUB 7/4/18. 9 a.m. Yeather - Dull and rainy. :
: & .30 p.m. B.M. 269 received. 17th and 18th Battalions will prnbﬂbly be relieved tonight by oms Battn.,
; 9th Brigade and one Battn.58th Div. If relieved Battalion will move to bivouacs in Bois de
Gentelles.
l. .30 p.m, Enemy shelled village in vicinity of Battalion H.,Q. with sneezing Gas.
; 5.45 p.m, C.0, 9th €.V.R, arrived to take over dispositions of Battalion in the line. anendix
7 p.m. Battalion Order No. 02 re relief by 9th Q.V.R. 1lssued b¥/A/18.
8.10 p.m. Four Companies Q.V.R. arrived and were guided to Companies.
’_ Situation during the day was fairly quiet, good visibility. The village was shelled heavily all
I day. Advanced parties under Liet. Sellers and guides under Lieut .A.W,Irvine,M.C. arrived at
L 'Bois de Gentelles where the Battalion is to bivouac.
€

[:
?

[ . AR il il iy wlin e Tl s _— 4 . " —— =

2 p.m

B pD.m

B'20
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Z4£13r12'10 a.m. Relief completed. Battalion moved back to Bois de Gentelles. Bivouacked in open, no
shelter, very uncomfortable. Total casualties during term of duty in the line were 1 O.R. K.IJA.

23 0.R. wounded, and 8 evacuated sick.

9 a.mj "eather - Dull and rainy. Conference of Battalion C.0O.s at Brigade H.Q. Anticipated that

Brigade would take part in a minor operation on Hangard Sector.
b One officer from each Company went forward to locate boundaries and jumping off tape. Date
and time to be notified later.

. 5 Officers and 80 0.R. moved back by moter lorry to Nucleus Battalion at ALLONVILLE and weﬁe
| replaced by an equal number from the Nueleus Batialion.
|

Changes in Officers: Capt.".J.Gpraham, M.,C. replaced by Lieut.V.J .Frewin, to be T/0.C."A" Coy.

Lieut .H.J .Flockait rapleced by Capt., L M.Cadle ("BR" Cuy)
Lieut ,d .BE . Agnew replaced by Lieut . H.E.Thomn=on.
Lieut .R.E,.Dryden,D,C .M. replaced by Lieut.ﬁ.D.Hunter, M.M.
Lieut ,F.J .Brown, replaced by Lieut.R.G .Henderson, M.C.
Rattalion to move to village of GENTELIES into billets, Advance billeting parties moved to
village, Lieut,.E ,B.W.Danlel billeting officer.
m.Move commenced,

4'20 pm.Move completed. No civilians in the town: plenty of straw. Men had first decent sleep for

over a week,

Ayogz Wt wiat;o/M1293. 750,000, tfty. D, D R Ltd. Forms/Caiib/ig. ,I
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% I“é&s'ummmes aro ﬂuut.n:-l led {7 8 Regs,, Part 11 INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
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P Hour ; Summary of Events and Information mfmn:ﬁ to
rﬁr ~ Appendices
CENTELLES g/4/1|e.
AREA 8'45 Hun commenced shelling village with 8" and 5'9s. Battalion moved to open field at T.12.b.
a.,m. and dug in, Casualties caused by shelling: Lieut.R.G.Henderson,M.C. killed, 4 O.R.killed.
26 wounded,
\ O a.m., PBattalion settled at T.l2.b. and was fairly comfortable. Weather: Fine and dull.
Coys. carried on with cleaning of arms, clothing,; equipment, ete,
4 p,m., Changes in Officers: Lieut. ,R.G.,Henderson,M.C. killed in action.
Situation: “nattered shelling mf Battaltun Area during the day, Our asroplanes active, e
8 p.m. Meszsage to "stand to" and be prepared to counter-attack on right flank of Brigade sector,
| | Fnemy attauking HANGARD, Heavy bombardment by French guns on the right.
| 0'45 Message to "stand down" received.
a0 Battalion Order No., 18 re an anticipatedoperation on a date and time to be notified later, Appendix
| p.m, issued, 18/47/18.
10/4/18. _ ; L - |
9 a.m. Teather: Fine and dull, 1lst.lLine Transport and Q.M.Store moves to BOVES. Coy=z. carried on |
| with cleaning up parades and bolt manipulation. |
| 2 p.ml, Move of Transport etc. completed, |
| 4 peml. Scattered shelling in GENTELLES Area during the day.
| 1/4/18.
2 S 9 a.m|, Veather: Fine and clear. Coys. carried.on with bolt drill and inspection of gas appliances,
and any defects were remedied. Fear
| Bombs, S.A.A., sandbags, plcks and shovels, were drawn from aeem dumps to Battalion H.Q. for
| jssue in antiecipation of operation.
| .mi.. Scattered shelling on Battallion Area during the day.
B a.mL Ammunition, (100 rounds extra per man) 2 bombs per man and 2 sandbags per man were issued in
anticipation of operation.
© a,mp "eather: Fine and dull. Batths at BOVES alloted to Battalion at 10 a.m,.,11 a.m. and Noon,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

"A" Coy. and F.Q.details marched to BOVES for baths,

0'4% am. Order,timed 9 a.m., received from S5th.A.I.Brigade to "stand to" at once.
"B" Coy. were about to march off to the baths but were

dataila were away at the baths,
stopped and "stood to".

10 a.p, BRattalion leas "A" Coy. and H.G. standing te.

C.0. called to EBrigade Headquarters.

Azagz Wi wizsiofMizg3. 7sooo0. 11, DB & L., Ltd, Forms/Carz8/ig.

"4" Coy. and H.D.
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| Appendices
74/18.
10735 am. The C.0. sent back the following message-"The enemy has taken HANGARD and is advancing on
E HOURGES, 1If he gets DOMART we counter-attack, Situation well in hand." |
11'50 am, Message from C.0. -"Things seem O0.K. sofar. If dinner 1s ready let men have it, but keep
| : them in hand. French are holding N.W.corner of HANGARD still. No infantry actinn on our
front. Shelling slackening off. Has "A" Coy.returned ¥ét?" Timed 11'35 a.m.
Noon. Reply to C 0's message ="Ammunition now with Coys. Tools in Coy.dumps. "A" Coy. not yet
returned.
12'13 pm."A" Company returned to camp. _
12‘40 pm. Message from C.O. ~"Think bosche is being badly beaten." Timed 12'35 p.m.
1'49 p.m. Message from C.0. -"Bosche held, Colonel Milna (38th.Battn.) and Adjutant killed. Major
| McDowell dying. Shelling easing off." Timed 1'30 p.m.
3'45 pm. C.0. informed at Brigade that Battalion was to relieve 36th. Hattaliun in 1line to-night.
4 p.m, Orders transmitted to Company Commanders to be nrepared to move at 6'30 E'm' and take over
| dispositions as follows:- Frontline, right to left, "D" Coy.,"B" Coy., "C" Coy. and
Support, "A" Company(about U.21l.a.).
4'25 pm. C.O. with 1.0, and Sig,0fficer moved to &6th.Battalion H.Q. Coys. carriedon with issue of
picks, shovels, trench stores etc. and prepared to move forward.
8'50 vm. C.0.. I.0. and Sig.0fficer returned.
B p.m Eattalian moved from bivouac positions near GENTELLES to relieve 38th.PRatteslion in the line Appendix
and took over dispositions vide Appendix attached. cf/ﬂ/la.
Battalion H.Q. located in Copse at U.14.,d.8.3.. Shelter trenches were donzstructed in Copse
which had not previously been occupied,
13/4/18.
1710 am. Relief completed without imetdent.
Line taken over was a series of pot hole positions running behind HANGARD wood towards ~-do-
HANGARD within boundaries as given in disposition report attached. On our right some troops=
"of the 10th.Essex Regiment were intermingled with French over a line extending through the
Copse in U.29.a. to road junction at U.29,b.20.60, and forward of this point along road thencle
to most easterly house in HANGARD and southwards. The village of HANGARD Having si§d® been
pexnpied recaptured from the French and Essex by a counter-attack that evening, the line was
unsettled and the personnel mixed.
'35 dm. Hun opened a bargage of 77 mm.,4'2s and 5'98 on ridge.
$ a.m Teather: Fine and dull,
6 p.m] Very quiet day. Visibility very good. Towards night light rain fell. Only activity during
| day ﬂmﬂﬁﬁmﬁil&ﬂfy?f@r&m&ﬁbﬂmﬂﬁlmﬂn.EUEPEGtEd concentrations in U.Ea.b.
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HANGARD 13/4/18 |
AREA. | @ p.y. Rain during the night. Bitterly cold. Appendix
| | Read justment of line vide Battalion Order No.l9 toock place, p/A/1E

' 8'30 Patrel of 1 Officer (Liaut.ﬂunterﬁM.H.) and 20 O0.R, and 1 L.G. went oul to inwestigate ¢ |
f ndm. country up te HANGARD WooD, from "C" Company's front. Patrel atayed out for 22 hours and
I returned without casualties,
Mid- Patrel of one officer (Lieut.Clayton) 20 O.R. and one L.G. went out for 3 hours with same
ightl., orders as previous patreol. Patrol returned without ecasualties.
}44-/&'1]3 a.m.  Read justment of front 1ine Coys. completed,
3 a_ﬁ, Patrol of 1 Officer (Lieut ,Cascoigne~Roy) 20 O.,R. and 1 L.G. went out to investigate country
| 5 towards CEMETERY COPSE with a wview to ascecertaining strength with which Copse was held.
| | Returned at day;ight without casualties, Position appeared to be held with great strength
- and machine puns were detected on flanks of Copse and in the Copse itself,
8 a.m., Headguarters moved into new dugouts which were made in sunken road at U,21.2.4.7.
0 a.m. Veather: Dull and rainiang.
Proposal wasput forward by Brigade to attack CEMETERY COPSE in conjunction with French attack

on CEMETERY, C.0. reported unfavourably, suggesting that so small operation would draw upon . P
| itself heavy conceéntratien and strong counter-attack.
'% p.m. Brigade Major visited Rattalien M.J. 1o discuss possibilities of operation. nendix ‘H
15'45 ¢.0. left for BPrigade H.Q. and received orders at 5'7 p.m. that Battalion would attack, and A/18,
p-“-llﬂ capture strong Dﬂ-ﬂt at U.28.d.8.6, and CEMETERY COPSE, Erigade I';'Tajnr‘ took Temp.Command
of Pattalion during C.0's absence.
| 5'50 pm.C.0. returned to Battallion H.Q.,
| 86'15 [pm.0Orders were issued verbally to 0.C. "B" and "A" Ceys.
| 6'17 pm.Lieut .V.J.Frewin, 0.C. "A" Coy. went to HANGARD to confer with the Fre nch,
t 9'15 p.m. RPattalion Order No,05 re an attack on CEMETERY COPSE issued., Recelipt of same to be Appendix
” acknowledged by cede word "MARTIN" [12/0/18.

; Two officers and £ 0.R.from "A" Coy. to attack CEMETERY COPSE and one officer and 30 O.R.
from "B" Coy, to attack cross roads at U.23.d.20,60, Zero hour te be 3 a.m. 15th.inst,

Kotien nrior to zero - "B" Company will cemplete and eccupy pest cemmenced last night in the

I

|

|

| ] i ' de will

| itv of U.22.0.70.,60, by midnight 14/15th, at which hour the report on progress ma

| ;éciﬁrwgrded to Battalien Hwadquarters. 0,C."B" Coy. will withdraw 12 O,R. from his left ;3ﬁ%ﬁ4:

r édnight..
t in U.22.b. and censtruct a pest at apnrex, U.22.p.95.15. and report pregress by mi z
Egﬁ Company will asle establish platecon post, one L.G.under command of an efficer in U.2%.c.4§.85.

v

. and repnort pregress by midnight. 1If, ewing to enemy oppesitien any ef these tasks cannot be

| Ajogz WL wizssg/Mi203. 750,000, 1/17. D: D &L, Lid, Forms/Czaii8/14, .\ l
! | W'\ fecarried eut v
L ' | o = |
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| HMANGARD | .

AREA . 5 pm. carried eut as erdered, Battalien H2Q. will be informed and the pests will be established 1n

|
| |
| |
r

- ZV.Ch
+ o
i
‘.

ND'10pm.
0'15nm.

f 0'35pm.
h 0'45pm.
i 1 Peltls

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

" and will carry 20000 rounds S.A.A., 20 shevels, 8 picks§ 15 tins water to Copse in U.29.a.

. stokes From Zerm Lo Zero plus 10,

conjunetien with' eperatien at Zereo hour. |

Each party will be respensible feor its ewn protectien and will patrel between these three
new posts.

S.A.A. 220 rounds per man will be carried.

Carrying party of 1 Officer 40 O.R. will be withdrawn frem Supperts in U,15.b. and 4.

t ot .
o Eﬁdgigzzsa signals being fired this party will carry half of these quantitlies te each of
nositiens, CEMETERY COPSE and Cress roads, and will then be at the dispeosal of the officer
there for patrels, to assist en consolidating etc,
rifle and bayenet, 2 bandeliers.

atokes Magtare and Artillery :- At & a,m. CEMETERY COP3E will be bembarded by 8" & 3"

Cross roads U.28.d. will be lightly shelled by artillery
till Zere plus 9, intensifying for ene minute. At Zere plus 10 Stekes will cease fire and a
protective barrage put dewn by artillery 400 yards East of CEMETERY - CEMETERY COPSE -~

Orose resds alenz line U,30,2.80,00,., U,380,a.80,80,, U.25.b.70.20, with concentratiens on
BOIS DE HANGARD U.17., LANCER COPSE #.18,, Machine gun pesitiens 1in U,24., re-entrant in
v.,19.b., Cress roads 1n V.,25.,a. Bombardment will last Lill Zero plus 70, will be resumed at
Zere plus 105 for 30 minutes,

Actien of infantry:- Assaulting party will be fermed up -

(a) For assault on Cepgse - 60 yards East of Copse in U,29.a.

(b) For assault en Cress reads - 60 yards east eof Cress rmadﬁ in U.EE.G.4§.60_

They will attack in 2 waves, 20 yards between waves. They will be in pesitien at Zero
The assault will pe delivered at Zere plus 10, as seon as artillery barrage cemes dewn,
Positions will be censelidated 50 yards in frent ef Beopse and cress roads U.23.d. Care will
be taken te "mep up" the Copse and members ef carrylng party will be used te search the Capse
in additien te initial mepping up.

"Wartin" received from "D" Cempany.

Message froem 17th.,Battalien, No.l74, acknewledging order. -Timed 10 p.m.

Lieut .V.J .Frewin returned frem French Battalioen H.Q.

“jtuatien quiet. "Martin" received from "B" Cempany.

"Wartin" received frem "C" Cempany. |

VMessage received from "B" Cempany -"Léeut.Jenes almest cempleted strong point- ne repert from

L8 U o TRINRS 9ol . BIPe SEEORB.RMAT »

!

Dress for carrying party - Box Respiraton|,

e
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HANGARD 14/4/18B.
SECTOR. | / /1&'20 pm, Brigade Order VNo.l6l re Operations, received and acknowledged.
18/4/18
' 12'1%93am. "MARTIN" received from 5th.,A.I.Brigade.
12'44am. "atches synchronised with Brigade Intelligence Officer,
18'56am, 0.C."B" Company reported by phone that all posts were occupied and 0.K.
1'15am. ¥ritten message from Capt.L.¥.Cadle confirming phone message re occunation of nosts.
' 1'24am. Information sent to 5th.Brigade per &riﬁade Intelligence Officer, re occunation of posts.
2'30am. Caept.G.F.Lowther reported by phone that"Lieut .V.J.Frewin and party passed through his 1line
i | 30 minutes before., Phone wires down to "B" and "D" Coys." i
2'49am. Three bursts machine gun fire whilst three flares were up on "D" Coys. sector.
' 3'? am, Our artillery opened up.
' 3'3 am. Cur Trench mortars were heard firing. Lieut.A.".Irvine, M,C. returned from forward and

_ stated it was very dark and reported he heard that Lieut ,H.H.Thompson was 0.XK. Thinks

| Lieut.V.J .Frewin was 1in position 0.K. Reports Capt.C.F.Lowther wounded in hand about 1'30 am

but remaining on duty.

3'9 gm. Asked Brigade to get Capt.J.N.Doyle forward to take command of "D" Compnany.
3'158m. Capt.L.M.Cadle reported that "B" party got into pogition 0.X. No reply from enemy as vet.
3'184m, Capt.G.F.Lowther "No reply from enemy., Sav Lieut.V.J.Frewin on his way early".
3
3

'30gm, Observer from forward 0.P.reports seetng double green flare 8 minutes ago. Doubtful if ours
'39am., Lieut.Tindale (Liaison with French) reported by phone "Trench Mortars firing on French 1
' . affecting operation" Informed him they were not ours. Has no news from French re cEMﬁTERY.
' '44gm. Spoke to C.0.C. exnlaining so many flares goingmm up that it was very diffigulﬁfyg

)

distinguish our flares, |

' m. Phone message from French states "Took CEMETERY and 9 prisonerg "

'2 gm, Repeated this message to Brigade H.Q. :

| 4'8 am, Capt.L.M.Cadle renorts that Lieut.H.li.,Thompson was wounded in the stomach by machine gzun fire
.. 4'204m. Capt.L.¥.Cadle moved forward to reconnoitre position.

4'25am, Capt .G .F.Lowther sent to Lieut.J .Maxwell, M.C.,D.C.M. to go forward to CEMETERY COPSE.

4'26 |am . Battalion reports "French saw our flares - success signalg.,"

4'30g .m,Lieut .H . H.Thompson was brought in severely wounded, in stomach., Condition very low.

| 4'35am, Now growing light: can see clearly 60 yards,
& 4'38am,. Capt.Cadle reports "Lieyt.N.V.McLaren,M.M. wounded in knee and Lt .Thompson's men fighting at
I

| | Cross roads.
l | Asked Prigade to get artillery on to U.23.central.

Ajogz Wit wialiso/Mi293. 7so00n, 1/ty. D.D & L., Ltd, Forms/C2a118/ty. i
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HANGARD 15/4/18. |
SECTOR . | 4'4lam. Reported our men in CEMETERY COPSE, H
| 4'42am, Capt.Cadle reports "Sgt.De Saxe reports enemy attacking in force on Cross roads kx®x@® U.23.c." |
| 4'45am, Ordered Capt.Lowther to send 15 men t» "B" Coy. .
4'48am, Ordered Lieut ,Cameron, 20th,.,Battalion to send 20 men of 20th.Battn. to "D" Company to hold lirde.
4'48am, Prigade informed of action taken re 20th.Battalion. |
4'60am. Sent a report to French on right, on situation as known.
4'68am. Capt .Lowther instructed to send Lieut.G.H.,Duncan and 40 men to Cross roads to reinforce,
5'0 am, Lieut.A.R.Sheath,M.C. ordered to open Lewis gun and rifle fire along southern edge of wood
| and gully and to open with Vickers at §'20 a.m. G.0.C. asked by C.0. to keen artillery gging'
| | particularly along wood and gully 23.b,, also arrange for barrage to last another 15 minutes. |
5'9 am, An observer wounded with the Cross roads party reports "Boche bolted down sunken road.
i | iieuﬁ.%ﬁnmpsnn wit?.gargy Tisiﬁd aldugngt in mngping un. Boche came out of dugout and shot |
| eut .Thompson. Al oche in e place killed. Boche appears to be rushing reinf |
sunken road from BOIS DE HANGARD, : kb s
5'llap. Lieut.Cameron 20th.Battalion reports party moved off to join "D" Company in line. A wounded
| man reported three hun machine guns in post at Cross roads U,23,d, Thinks hun got one away.
5'20am. Capt.Lowther reports men from 20th.Battalion arrived. IHas ordered one N.C.0. amd 12 men
| from Lieut .L..Sellers to Gapt.Cadle's help,and to Lieut.G.H.Duncan to send 20 men if possible,
No sign of prisoners or word from Lieut .Maxwell,
'22am, Lieut.Sheath renorts constant Lewis gun and rifle fire kept going as ordered,
'23am, Lieut.,-Col.Sadler, C.0. 17th.,Battalion rang up and informed us that all objectives were taken,
‘ hard fight at Cross roads. Lieut.Thompson and Loeut.McLaren wounded.
| '25am. Sent another Iewis gun to "D" Company from Basttalion H.Q.
i '32am, Asked G.0.C. to keep howitzers on U,.23.b.35.8. ¥
| '35am. Report from Lieut.Vaxwell received states "Lieut.Frewin wounded - under heavy fire in Copse ."
| '36am. G.0.C. promised whole barrage will be put down again for half an hour,.
! '39am. Pte.Lunn ("A" Coy) he reports he went right through Copse. Hun vas dug-in inside hedge at
Copgse - some prisoners taken. Lunn picked up 2 huns and brought them back. i
'46am, Lieut,Duncan arrived -~ reported things bad - left Lieut,Maxwell organising things in sunken
road about §0 yards this side of wood 1n U.29.a, Says that "A" Coy. party got to Copse in
U,29.a.,, went through and pgot to CEMETERY COPSE, When they got there they were practééally
surrounded,
fent ammunit lon towards CEMETERY COPSE, Met a man coming back who said that Lieut . Frewin

L
L & k.: o — -
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was wounded in the back, coming back. Lieut.Gascoigne~Roy hit when meeting Lieut .,Dunecan and
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HANGARD "l
15/4/M§'

5'50a

5'55a

6'12

—

m. "A" Company party was completely surrounded by machine guns. Thinks bulk of Ljeut.Maxwell's
men were with him.

by machine guns: Retired to sunken road about 400 yards in reapr, his party was badly cut up

in retiring. Thinks a large number of the enemy were killed in the wood.

m. Cant.Cadle renorts "All say a very large number of huns opposite. Only part of Lieut.Thompson
platoon got to hun trench. He was and is holding first Cross roads." "hen Cant.Cadle went
forward he found that Lieut.Thompson had not got forward. Ordered him forward at 1'30 a.m.

Ordered Lieut ,Mclaren to go forward to Lieut .Thompson's party . Lieut, Thompson's party was
engaged by machine guns from right. Lieut .MeLaren's party in moving through also was engaged
by this machine gun fire.

| Alk Lieut.Thompson's and McLaren's men are back on original line., All that could he
found are in except Szgt.Forsyth,R. - about 10 wounded and 5 0.K.

A1l men say that the hun was in very great force and had a great number of machine guns,
which fired into the party before they moved.
More definite - Lieut.Thompson went out and reconnoitred alone early in the night and located
2 machine guns but thought he could occupy his position. Consulted with Lieut ., McLaren and
decided to both reconnoitre., 7"hen Capt.Cadle arrived, neither was 1in position.
Lieut .Thompson did not keep the correct line but got to the right of his position (first
Ornoss roads). A sunken road exists there, apparently bullt in and heavily occupled.
211 complain aboutl barrage.

m. Lieut.".A.Temple mammimdrknmxmixBnaxd® .reports a wounded hun at R.A.P,

m. Lieut.A.R.Sheath,M.C. was told to carry on machine gun and rifle fire at intervals.

m. Reported to G.0.C. that post at U.22.b.60,75. is still held, also post at U,22,b,95,15..
Cross roads certainly not occupied - Copse situation not known definitely but C.0. thinks tha
this party is =lso back.

Renorted to 0.0.C. one wounded hun at R.A.P. - identification being obtailned,
m. Telephone message from Capt.Lowther -"A sgt. is coming back from "A" Company - says they are

still in the wood,

i 8'14dm. Identification - 107th.I.R. was in advance of the wood with 48 men. Another prisoner expected
6'184m. 6.0.C. informed of identification,
6'204m. C.0. at R.A,P., - Got further statement from Iieut.G.H.Duncan, further to that timed 5'46am,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Lieut .Duncan sent ammunition from sunken road towards CEMETERY COPSE, The ammunition party
was fired on from the resr and also from the COPSE.Not knowing the situation they dronned

Asopz . Wt wizB59/Miags 7sooco. thy. D.D & L., Ltd. Forms/Caii8/14. B
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m. Private Ferguson reported - said party got objective and about 50 yards in front were surrounded
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SECTOR. fs'EOa.m. back, losing in doing so, to sunken road,, Lieut.Duncan had meanwhile gone out to get in

touch with "B" Company's post but found that they had been knocked back. He went back to
sunken road and meét Lieut.Maxwell trying to find the ammunition »arty which had previously
gone to CEMETERY COPSE, |
, He got all that was left of his party of 40 men together and set out for CEMETERY COPSE,
| ‘Engaged heavily by machine guns from both flanks on the way out and from CEMETERY COPSE |
| itself. Halted at CEMETERY COPSE, Lieut ,Cascoigne-Roy came back to tell me to go forward
| and dig in on hits left. "hile speaking to me he was hit in the head and leg. Prom what he
saw then, Lieut.Duncan is convinced that the hun at this moment rushed our men in the COPSE,
Gave the order to those of my men who were left to drop back to sunken road. Carried Lieut.
Hnyfin Ea within 100 yards of sunken road. All the way back was fired on by same machine guns
on ank. |
;6'45ah. Sgt.C.G.Bishop reports that Lieut ,Cascoigne-Roy was brought into Sunken road where French are
Sgt.R.R.Snringall passed through the French dressing station -one leg badly shattered, He
says that the hun 1s 1n strength at hedge this gside of COPSE - Lieut.Frewin went through
hedpge - Sgt.Bishop was sent by him to get four men to padrol and connect up with the French
on the right. . "alked towards French and was fired on from a hun Strong point.

"ent back and with Lieut.Frewin and Pte.Lunn went back to look for ammunition.
Eventually Pte,lunn was sent on and Lieut.Frewin & Sgt.C.%.Bishop went back to Consge.
l Huns had pot-hole dugouts, covered by waterproof sheets. Oup people did considerable
- | damage among them,
E:&& am, Five more prisoners arrived, all of 107th.I.R.

30 am, Lieut.Maxwell in - did not know much about the left. Says right party zot obiectiv
carrying party did not do their job. Lieut.Roy doing sp{endig woﬁk aidﬂbuth ﬂe andEL?:Et.
Frewin were doilng well. Lieut.Maxwell, Sgt.Owens, Sgl.0medel, took parties with S.A.A. up
and got 1nto Copse. Whilst there 75s were firing on Copse, and both came round between
Gﬂpsg and Cemetery, dLieut.Maxwell went back and met Lieut .Duncan.

5gl.Owens - moved wWith carrying party to left of where "A" Covy, w 1
machiﬁe gun fire was too heavy. Ogme bagk and went forward aftegyr5ngggn§2;€f§2’b?uﬁieut.
Maxwell and took S.A.A. to the Copse., Acoounted for three Boche in the Copse. Very few men
there - does not think many men are left there.

' Lieut ,Maxwell saw about 64 huns dead. ©Says there are a number of our men wounded betwedn .

t | our line and CEMETERY COPSE, \
! Position stands - holding no more than originally and have only wounded and Lieunt.Frewin in WA L
CEMETERY COPSE. | “ ;‘ ' |

l | Azogz: Wt wizB;0/Mi2g3. 7som00. 1f17. D, D & L., Lad, Forms/Cai18/1y. A :. WRL
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.Battaliﬂn

am.Court of Encuiry into men renorted
m. Party of 200 men were supnlied for

Capt .Cadle reported 78 dead Boche counted at Cross roads,

G.0.C. informed.

Cant .Cadle renorts that parties of enemy in 14s are moving into HANGARD WOOD and are
aprarently concentrating.

Veather: Fine and clear,

Brigade Order re relief received Battalion to be relieved in the line by 20th,.,Battalion.
Lt.~-Col.A,.J.Bennett,C.M.G.,D.5.0.,V.D, arrived to discuss particulars of relief.

Changes in Officerﬁ' Lieut, H H THompaun D.0.W. = Capt,G.F.Lowther wounded. - Lieuts.Gascolgn
and MeLaren wounded., Lieut.¥V.J.F ag n wuunded and missing.

Battalion Order No.08 re relief bg attelion issued.

20th.Battalion mowed through to front line.

Lieu* .J .Maxwell, M.C.,D.C.M. and patrol of 6 O.R._went out to examine ground near CEMETERY
COPSE for men misaing during operation, but with?hucness. Patrol recovered two Cerman machine
guns .,

Relief completed.

Battalion on relief moved ts bivouacs 1n T.S5.c.and d. previously cccupied by 18th.Battalion.

Teather: Fine and clear,

Day spent in cleaning and building shelters ete.

Two platoons, one from each of "C" and "D" Coys. to move forward and occupy posts in Supnort
behind 19th.Battalion géctor., Lieut.L.Sellers and Lieut.J.A.Holdsworth went forward to
reconnoitre position.

Court of anuirv sat to enquire into men renorted
Battalion "stood to" wide orders received from 5th,A.I Brigaﬂa
Two nlatoons for forward posts moved forward.

for one hour.

"atnod to" for one hour.

Teather: Fine and clear.

Parties were supplied for work at Brigade H.Q., also a party to clean up all salvage in
Battzlion Area.

"missing" continued,

work on & Corps line between GENTELLES and CACHY.

leather: Fine and clear,
Coys. carried on with an inspection of Box Respirators and Bolt drill.

Azogz Wt wiz8ig/Mi293. 730000, 1117, DD & L., Ltd. Forms/Ca118/14. Q !L
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AREA . 2 pm.J Court of Fnquiry on missing men determined five killed in action.

Nucleus garrisons in U.9. and U.10, to be relieved by 1l2th.London Regiment to-night.
4 p.m. Changes in Officers: Nil.
'B'SOpm.Helief of Nucleus gerrisons completed. On relief garrismnﬁ moved back and joined Battalion in
bivouacs in T.5.c. and d.
10° EOnm Brigade Order Hu 85 re move to MONTIGNY peceived.
Orders received from Sth.A.I.Brigade that on account of certain moves having entailed the use
| . of Reserve Battalion 9th.A.I.Brigade as garrison for VILLERS~BRETTONEUX - thﬂrefgra in the
| event of Battallon at present mccuuying Reserve line between CACHY and GENTELLES being required |
for counter-attack, 18th. Baftaliun would replace this Battelion. The 18th.Battalion to pass '
to comrand of G.O. G .5th.A. T.Brigede at 9 a.m. 19/4/18. |
10'50pm.Orders issued verbally to repreaentative officers of each Company,
19/4/18. Appendix
12'30am.Battalion Order No.20 re move to MONT IGNY issued. ( 7/0/18.
'5 a.m. Advance billeting party (Lieut.Daniel) & one N.C.0.Per H.Q. and one N.C.0. per Coy.) moved to |
MONTIGNY, to repPort to Town Major at 11 a.m. |
O a.n. "eather: Fine and clear, !
0'1bam.Battalion and first line transport moved by march route to MONTICNY,vide Battalion Order No,20 "
\Noon. Halted for lunch near LAMOTTE,
2 n.,m. Move continued.
4 p,". Changes in Officers: Capt.C.G.Walklate,M.C. returned from Australia.
MONT IONY . - Chanlain the Rev.ﬁ N.,Higgins, C.F. rejoined from Nucleus Pattalion.
‘ v B 4'50pm.Move completed. BRattalion H.Q. situated in Chateau in MONTIGNY, Coys. in billets.

| .

7 p.nie Brigade Order re move to BAIZIEUX received. A
10 p.nj. Bedsttan Ordersre move to BAIZIEUX isﬂuedM@ £ oy Cormoalinr. —— |
2D/4/18. e et |
| 9 a.m. Teather: Fine and clear, _ |
BATZIEUX. 12'30gm.Battalion (less 1st.Line Transport) moved by march rdute to BAIZIEUX and took over disnositions {
of 46th.,Battalion,A.I.F. 1n Corps Line juests %-»M 2efAfrw N e
| 3'30pm. Move completed, ofA[rs
| 1st .Line Transport and 4 .M.Store remained at BEHENCOURT,. ' !
i 21[&/18!

| | 9 a.n. Weather: Fine and clear.

‘ Companies carried on with cleaning parades, repairing of uniform & bootg etc. | ‘
l Azogz. Wi wizBso/Mi293. 750000, 1tz DD & L., Ltd, Forms/Canl/ny. ‘\
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BAIZIEUX.21/4/18.
9 a.m., Band rejoined from Nucleus Battalion,
| 4 p,m. Changes in Officers: Nil.
| Working parties were supplied by Battalion for improving and deepening positions in Corvns Lind,
% 1 and building shelters under sunervision of 7th.Field Coy. AUST .Engineers. '
2/4/18. ' J
2 a.m. Yeather: Fine and clear. .
| Coys. carried on with cleaning parades, renairing of uniform and boots etec.
3/4/18.
9 o.m. Teather: Fine and clear.
Coys. carried on with inspection of Box Respirators, rapid loading and bolt manipulation,
. . BRaths at LGNICOURT alloted to the Battalion. 4
11'80 pm.Brigade Order No.168 re taking over from 38th.Division in the line, received,
24 /4 /18. =
9 a,m. Veather: TFine and clear,
Coys. in the village carried on with training in rapid loading and bolt manipulation.
4 p.m Changes in Officers: Chaplain the Rev.W,N . .Higzins proceeded to Enpgland on completion of
| gervice with A.I.F. |
4'30pin. Reference Brigade Order No.l68. - Relief of 38th.Divislon in the line on night of 24th/25th,
| postponed 24 hours. Bgi§ad3 tg "Etand by" 5 Eews receiveg tzat EiLLERH-BEEEEONEUXtEEf fallen|
2'10nml . Message received from Brigsde to be prepared to move at short notice, probably sou 0 r S8
| | = vILIEES-BRETPDNEU}{ sector, Pu Oret “he A% fooccwd W
8'30nm. C.0. went to Brigade H.Q. at WARLOY, J,/ﬁf-
7'50pm, C.0. returned. Probably no move hefore morning.
2F/4/18.
9 a.m. "eather: Fine and clear. _
Coys. in billets carried on with Lewls gun training, ranid loading and bolt manipulation.
| Raths =t ACNICOURT alloted to the Battalion.
| 12'30pm.General Birdwood visited the Battalion and went round the sector of the Corps line héld by
"¢" Company. :
| 4'20pm. Gnrrigegdui to Brigade Order 33.168 received. Relief postponed for further 24 hours,
| RBattzlion will still continue o "stand by".
11 '35pm . Amendment to Brigade Order No.l168 received. Relief of 38th.Division to take place on night 4
| - of 26th/27th.April 1918. |
r
| Azoga Wit wazzo/Mi293. 750,000, 1fi7 DD & L., Ltd. Forms/Cazi8/14. g‘r_,_,!'," i
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:Working party of about 10 Officers and 2560 O.R. was supplied to dig Support Line and

Weather: Fine and clear.

Coye . carriesd on with Lewis gun training, elementary Musketry and inspection of Box Resniratoprs.

Changes in Officers: Rejoined from Base, Lieut .E .%W.,Satchell and 2/It ,A.A.Valls, M.M.
rejoined fpoom Base., 2/Lt.L.A.Smith joined from General Reinforcements (ex 0.C.Battin,)

Teathar: Fine and ﬁlEﬂP-
Battalion Order No.21 issued re move of Battalion to WARLOY, (Appendix 22/A/18)

Pattalion to be in Reserve to 2nd.Australisn Division.

Advence billeting party; Lieut.E.B.W.Danlel,(RBilleting officer) one N.C.0. per Cou. and
Battn.H.Q. moved to WARLDY.

Battalion prepared to move. All surplus gear, packs etc., moved by lst.Line Transport to
dump store at WARLOY,

Battalion moved to WARLOY by march route wvide instruction issued in Battn.Order No.21.
Aection of Battalion (in Divisional Reserve) vide Appendix 23/A/18,

Move completed., Battelion H.Q. located near Church § Battalion in billets in the town near
Battalion Headquarters, Billeis tazken over were in a very unclean and insanitary condition.
Parties from sach Company were detailed as cleaning parties to have all billets alloted to
Battallion cleaned up.

Teather: Fine and dull. |

Coys, carried on with cleaning parade, inspection of Box Hespirators, rapid loading and
bolt manipulation.

Working parties fmm of 1 N.C.0. and 16 men supplied every four hours for work at Brigade,
Battzlion to continue to sunply parties until job 1is completed,

accommodat ion trench at anproximately (Sheet 57 D, SE) V,21.c. and 4.

Party returmed to billetls. Casualties: 5 0.R. wounded,

Brigade Warning Order re relilef of Brigade in the line received., Brigade to move to
BEHENCOURT Ares on relief, 18th.Battalion to be at BAVELINCOURT. Relief probably take plac#

on 1lst/2ndl.May.

Weather: Fine and dull.
Working parties of 1 N.C.0. and 186 men still supplied for work at Brigade 11.Q.

Ajoyz . Wt wmﬂ;gﬂdmﬁj. sga,000. t/iy. D.D & L. Ltd, Forms/C2118/14. M
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' Support line in V.21.c.

Party of 1 N,C.0. and 2D men supplied for work in forward area near Brigade.
Changes in Officers: Tieut.A.E.Gartrell rejoined from Supernumerary List (ex Base)
2/1%.D.Bolger joined from Oeneral Reinforcements f(ex 0.C.Battn)
Torking party of about 12 Officers and 250 O.R. were sunplied to continue digging in new '
Support line in V.2l.c. ond d. 4
Farty returned to billets. No casuslties. .

feat her: Fine and duyll,
Working parties of 1 N.C.0. and 15 men gtill being supplied for work at Bpi#nﬁe H.Q.
Brigﬁde Order re relief of Prigede in line and forward area received,

Working party of about 12 ;fgiccr and 250 O.,R. supplied to continue with difging of new
an

Orders received re move of 18th.Battalion to BAVELINCOHRT on morning of 1st.May.
uttalinn to be clear of WARIOY by ﬁﬂ#.&!p.m_ 1/5/18,

fL?L = 1

e
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No.

1/A/18.
la/A /18,
2/A/18.
3/3":/18 .
4/A/18.
5/A/18.
6/A/18.
7/A/18,
8/A/18.
o/A/18.
10/A/18.
11/A/18,
12/A/18.
13/A/18.
14/pA/18.
15/A/18.
16/A/18.
17/A/18.
18/A/18.
19/A/18.

19a/A/18.

20/A/18.
21/A/1E.
22 /A /18,
25/8/18.
24 /A/18,
25 /A/18.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

WAR DIARY

. 18th .BATTALION, A.I.F,

B . [l - E - - eyl

FOR

APRIL -2 181E

|

LIST OF APPENDICES.

Subject.

Battalion Order No.lb.

Patrol programme,

Battalion Order No.l7.
Confidential Memo. to Company Commanders.
Battalion Order No,.,02.
Battalion QOprder No,A,10,
Battalion Order No.0.l1l2.
Battalion Order No.l18.
Distribution list of Officers.
Disposition Renort,

Battplion Order WNo.l9.

MemoL,to 5th.Aust.Inf.Brigade.
Battalion Order No.05.

Works progress Report.

C.0's report on operation.

Battalion Special Order,

Battalion Order No.08.

Continuation of C.0's report.

Battalion Order No.20,

An appreciation of Baiilalion sector.
letter of appreclation from General CATOR,
Disposition Map.

Battalien Order No.22.

Battalion Order No.21l.
Instructions for Defence Line -"D" Battalion.

Receipts from Tar Museum.

Receipt for German prisoners,
Salvage List.

Claim for captured machine guns.
Quartermaster's Report.

Medical Officer's Report.
Bsttalion state for month of April,
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A 3/A / (CONFIDENT IAL)
S EIGHTEENTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION. ‘*’Pﬁw 'ﬂ:&?} S
v = | - ' = 2
" Battalion Headquartérs,

lst.April 1918,

_— S ey S S . ma S — SE

The next few weeks are likely to make heavy demands upon us, but
I am confident that we can and will meet them. But to do so we need
to wateh several things very closely.

It has been my policy to leave as much as Possible to the initiative
of Company Commanders, contenting myself with laying down principles,
upon whicéh I wished you to work. In the operations we a2re about to
engage in, @ very many matters will necessarily be left to your decision.
Use common sense, and, having made your decision, give your orders
clearly and with quiet confidence. If possible write them down, choosing
your words carefully. Then get someone else to read them over to see

§ that you have clearly expressed yourself.

If you have to give orders verbally, make one of your hearers

repeat them when you have finighed.,

I would like you all to run through with your Platoon Commanders
and senior N.C.0's at least, the instructions regarding messages ete.,
in P.S.R.part 1. If any company has not the copy issued to You about
two months back, I will have extracts made for you. _

Keep your men clean and as tidy as you possibly can; look after
thelr feet - they will be the better for it. An unshaven, hungry, wet -
and weary man is a man almost lost.

You already know my wishes regarding musketry exercises (rapid
loading etc.) Time spent in this work will repay you tenfold.,

The set barrages of September 20th. will certalnly not be available,
and there may be times when we will be forced to depend solely upon

{ Iewis guns and rifles. Here the estimation of ranges, fire direction,
fire control, the use of combined sights, and the"golden rule"_aim low,
are of vital importance. Much can be done during the few remaining days

've/ to"brush up" ynuﬂgunit commandeérs. There is no nedd for a parade to do

/" this. I have on ractically every day of the last three vears worked

? out some little problem either in attack or defence - sometimes it has
simply been an approach of three scouts, sometimes a section, and T know
how 1ittle trouble it is, and how very valuable it ig in forming a quick
decision. '

The action of your Lewis guns and of the riflemen in the Lewis gun
section will, I knoW, not escape attention.

Down south, there 1is a serious shortage of Lewis gun magazines and
spare parts. Empty drums have been discarded or left at Previous positions
Please issue very definite orders on this point.

On the subject of situation reports I cannot do better than qguote

j a circular memo. from Brigade:-

"Situation reports: One of the most imppeptant factors in suceh

"warfare as we are likely to meet, is the timely rendering of

"information. Situation reports must be sent in frequently by

"all Units. Time, Place of gespatch, and sender's name and Unit,

{ "are of the utmost necessity. Negative information is of value,
/ "This must be impressed on all subordinate commanders. Units will

"have to depend largely on visual signalling and runners as a means

"of communication. The latter should, therefore, have an inereased

"establishment on all Headquarters."

There are strange reports of german officers dressed in British
1 uniform, spreading confusion by giving orders tmmm to "retire" or
"withdraw",., There is only one way to deal with such people, but do it
promptly. An inscription on a wooden cross "He said 'retire'" will be
sufficient explanation.
If you are forced to fall back, and this will be done only after
gravest consideration, indicate clearly the section or platoon, and the
Spot to which you want them to go. No section will g0 back because they
gee others doing so. They will act only on the order of the commander
{ actually with them, even if he is only a Lance Corporal,
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We may have to thin out our line at times; or after a local counter-
attack; especially if delivered, as such attacks should be, by local
supportse=some troops will be muvin% back. Unless you are careful
now, confusion and may_be disaster 1is bound to occur. ¥ild reports
that Battalions, Divisions or Armies have retired or surrendered,
have been spread down south. Men must disregard them and leave theilr
ground only to go forward.

-
o

w&'hm—“—#*

The foot 05 thefﬁun is on the graves of our fallen comrades,
and I know my lads too well to fear they will rest content.

_
T e

Cé@(‘ ‘ feut .~Colonel.

Commanding 18th.Battalion, A.I.F.
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BIGHTEENTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION ORDER No,.18. ! (Copy Nol&)

ttalion Headquarters
9th.April 191

Reference Map: e Sheet 62D 1/40,000 |
j?g,
|

2\
~

e il B

1. INTENTION. g
32 At = time and date to be notified later, the 5th.A.l.Bde. ang

175th . Inf .Bde, will attack and advance the present line to the general

line: =~
The CEMETERY in U.29.b.(exclusive) - U,24.be - V.13scentral -

V.l.central - thence along our present front line.

2, TASKS.
= (a) The attack will consist of two objectives -
18t .Objeetive - RED Line =~ U.23.c«8.2. - U.l2.d.7.8.

End-ObjEG‘ti? -~ BLUE T.ine - U.30.,a.1l.8. - U.24,b.6.0, =
- v.13.ﬂentl‘ﬂl - v.?-d-(:j-z-
(b) The 18th.Battalion will attack on the left of 5th.A.I.Bde. The
17th ,Battalion will attack on our Right and 9th.London Regiment on

our Left.
(¢) Battalion boundaries will be -
Right - Uell.e.7.3. - V.13.6.6.3.
I_ﬁ'ft - U-ll.b.60.95- - v-?-d:O-E-

3. FORMATION.
— T(a) The attack will be on a four company frontage in the following

formation -

D C B A Coy.
| o me : 1st.Platoon
A scouts.
{ I I ‘ , end .Platoon
sox | | l l A R S S o
: I , i ’ |
: - » __ 3rd.Platoon
K Moppers up.
E | l l | >
4th.rlatoon
661 l , , , ' ' ! ’ Regerve and
= r Carriers.
| | 1 ! ;
v

(b) The Battalion frontage will be equally divided among the
four Companies. | _

4. ASSEMBLY. | |
Tag The assembly position is the road U.,10,a.7.4. - U.4,.b.8.0.

(b) One officer and 4 N.C.O's per Coy. will reconnoitre routes and
" assembly position before 6 p.m. 9th.April.
(¢) The Battalion will move from billets in GENTELLES to assembly
position by platoons at 100 yards interval, in the following order,
nph wph wg® YD" Coys.- head of Unit to pass road junction U.7.a2.7.0.
at Zero minus 5 hours 30 minutes. .
Route - Cposs road U,B8.2.7.6. - Cross road U.,8.b.2.8. thence
alonz road through U.9.a., U.9.b., U,10.a, |
At Zero minus 4 hours Companies will be drawn up lining road in
order from Right to Left "A","B" "co" "D¥,

5., JUMPING OFF TAPE, -
{a) A jumping off tape will be laid by Field Coy.A.E. along line

Uv.,11.,¢.7.3, - U,11.b.60,95. by 2 a.m. onrZero day., Directing tapes
50 yards long will be laid at right angles along inter Battalion
boundaries from Jumping Off €ape. |
(b) One officer and 2 O.R. per Coy. will report at Battn.H.Q. at
4'45 p.m, on day before Zero day, will thence proceed to meet tape
laying party to assist in laying tapes and to guide Coys. from assembly
position to Jumping COff line. One man per Coy. will be left as RF’G
i

marker of each Coy. and will a white band round his left forearm. e
band will be removed on order of Coy.Commander when Coy.is in pos ON.s |

-

1]

'

- e _,-—r';:.‘
e

% _T—— - — —
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(¢) At Zero minus 2 hours, Coys. will move from Assembly position to
Jumping Off line and will extend on Jumping Off line. They will report
by Zero minus 1 hour that they are in position. .
(d) A specially selected officer, with compass, Will be on the right
flank of each Company to keep direction.

8, ACTION OF INFANTRY.
~ At Zero troops will move forward, following artillery barrage as
eclosely as possible: they will attack and capture RED Line: halt on RED
Line for 15 minutes: move forward under cover of barrage and attack and
| capture the BLUE Line. An officer or N.C.O. detailed beforehand by "A" &
| "D' Coys. will ensure connection on the BLUE Line with flank units.
They will consolidate on the BLUE Line and will make dispositions in
‘depth.
| E}a{;h Company will dig two strong points on the BLUE Line and one in rear
about 50 yards, to cover gap to Coy. on left. In addition mmmin "B" and
"o" Coys. will each detail one section to dig strong polnts at
U.18.2.8.8. and U.1l2.central. These will be made as soon as possible
large enough to accommodate a platoon.

Special action will be taken for dealing with possible snipers in wood
as follows: -

(a) Vhile halted on the RED Line, five rounds rapid will be fired into

wood and tree tops.

(b) 3 Extra Lewis guns are available, will be alloted to third platoons
of "B" "C","D" Coys., and will be manned by H.Q. personnel. They
will firﬂ through RED barrage into wood and tree tops.

After capture of wood the extra guns will be alloted to Company supports
and will be used for engaging hostile low flying aircraft. Hostile
aireraft will, until position is consolidated, be dealt with only by the
glements in Support.

7. ACTION OF ARTILLERY .
From Zero to Zero p
50 yards in advance ' ) , 1
l From plus 10 to-Plus 28 barrage creep to REP ppotector line at
: : : -
43 barraf rest om’ btector 1iné.
At plus 43 h&rrage will adv rate ofi LOO yards in. 2 minutes{ until
| BLUE protector line is reached., It will regl there until plus 100,

3 10 the barrage will rest on starting line

8. MACHINE GUNS.
Machine guns will fire on selected areas and will fire barrage
covering BILUE line until plus 100,

9. DRESS.
. Officers and men similarly.- Battle Order. Greé#coats will be
carried rolled in W.P.Sheets strapped on rear of belt. 2 iron rations,
2 sandbags, 220 rounds S.A.A. and 2 bombs per man will be carried.
Water bottles will be filled before moving to assembly poing. Any tools
carried will be worn behind equipment., _
1st.,2nd .& 3rd,.platoons will carry each 6 shovels and 2 picks.
1st .and 2nd.platoons will each carry 3 pairs wire cutters. Officers will
carry compass,

Carrying platoons will each carry 25 shovels - 7 picks - 4000 rds.S.A.A
(distributed in bandoliers).

10. £.0.5. Each officer and platoon Sgt. will carry an S,0.5.signal
(parachute bursting into 3 redd) on top of haversack.,

11, SUCCESS SIGNALS.
Following signals will be used to denote success -
BILUE ILine captured - 2 GREEN Very lights.
RED n " o B m D " n
Each officer will carry a Very pistol, 2 RED and 2 GREEN Very lights.

.‘.. ] /
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12, CARE OF RIFLE.
= Paper will be tied over breech and muzzle of rifle and ha
bayonet as precaution against mud. This will be done by 6 p.m. Oon day

preceding Zero day.
Bayonets will be fixed at Zero hour.

5 e ol

13. SIGNALS,
= Communication will be by runner until phones are connected. Sig.
officer will establish phone communication with Coys. on capture of

final objectlve.

14, DUMPS etc.
— Tools, extra S.A.A.etc. Will De collected from a dump to be egtablicshed
at U.4.d.0.2,

On eapture of final objectlve, carrying parties will dump loads at
spots to be selected by Coy.Commanders. They will then be used to carry
forward any stores required.

A dump of 40 petrol tins of water will be at U.4.d.6.2.

15, LIAISON.

(a) Vajor W.R.C.Robertson,M.C. will be liaison officer at Headquarters,
9th .London Regiment.

(b) "D" Coy. will detail one platoon to maintain touch with 9th.London
Regimentmm on left flank at U.l2.d.6.9. and V,7.d.0.2., This platoon, at
the discretlion of its own commeander, will fill any gap which may oeccur

on flank and will be prepared to establish a defensive flank if necessary.
(e¢) "A" Coy. will detail one section to maintain touch with 17th.Battalion
similarly on right flank. |

16. REPORTS. |

~ Situation reports will be sent at frequent intervals to Battn.H.Q.
giving time of despateh. Disposition reports, gliving strength and loeation
of posts ete. wWill be sent to Battalion H.Q. at earliest possible moment
after the attack.

17. SYNCHRONISAT ION.
— Watchés will be synchronised with Battn.H.Q. by an officer of each
Company at 6'30 p.m. on day preceding Zero and at 1'30 a.m. on Zero day.

18, MEDICAL.  R.A.P. will be at
— T Stretcher bearers will move with. carrying parties. ,

19. PRISONERS OF WAR.

—arete Prisoners of war will be evacuated through Battn.H.Q. A receipt
will be obtained and forwarded to Battn.H.Q. for any handed over
elsewhere. |

20, HEADQUARTERS. Until capture of final objective Battn.H.Q. will be at
U.11.2.30,20., On capture of final objective Battn,H.Q. will move to
QHE.I‘I‘Y Eu.t v.ls -.E. 12 Il L

Coy.H.Q. will be selected in Coy.sectors.

21, ACKNOWLED G E.

;
Y/ 4 oy "
o :{.#:rﬂ. &/ Ly
A Lieut.
| Issued at p.m.2/4/18. Adjutant 18th.Battalion, A.I.F.
| Distribwtion.
No.1. "A" Coy. No.11.81g.0ff.& I.0.
£g: "B" Coy. 12,0.M. & T.0.
3. "C" Coy. 13.Major W.R%C.Robertson,M.C.
4, "D" Coy. 14 ,Liaison Officer,17th.Bn.
5. 9th.London Regt. 15 .Adjutant
6. 17th.Battn. 16 .War Diary
7. 20th.Batin. 17 » N
* 8. 19th.Battn, 18« i
9. 5th.A.l.Bde. 19.File.
191. C.0.
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P RDISPOSTTIONS, 6?iéiiézjﬁﬁi;;a%€'ﬁr

7.
5 Battalion Headquarters: U,14.d.90,40. and Copse. - 4 Off, 24 O.R.
R.A.P, & remainder of Battn.H.Q. - U,21.,24.35.50, -~ 1 Off. (R.M.O.)

44 0.R,

4 L.Guns,.

"A" Company=Support.

Company H.Q. - U,21.2.45.20, - 1 Officer 11 0O.R.
No.l Platoon - From U.21.c.40,90,)
to U.21.8.45.,18.) 1 Off, 268 O.R. & 1 1.G.
No.2 Platoon - From U.21.a.50,20.
to U.21.a.central) 25 O.R. & 1 L.G.
0.3 Platoon - From U.15.2.90.30,)
1o U.15.a.76.10,) 1 off, 256 O.R, & 1 L.,
No.4 Platoon - (1 Officer, 26 O.R. & 1 L.G.)
Posts at - U,15.4.60,60. - 6 0.R. & 1 L.%.
UeslS:d.60 .80, -11 O.R.
U.158.4 .80:,898, - 1 Off. 9 O.R.
"D" Company. - Line Right. :
Company H.Q. - U.22.¢.70,085. - 1 OFfL ., 20 Q.R.
Company Right Boundary - U.23.c¢.40.00,
¥ Left " - U2 8,55,.70.

Posts from Right to lLeft -
Nos.1l3 & 14 Platoons - From U.23.c.40.00, ) :
- 0 U,.22.4.,70 .30, 1 Off, B9 0.R.,2 %@
Nos.lb & 16 Platoons - From U.22.d.70, ;
5

to U.22.4.55, 2 Off .68 0.R. 2 LC

"B" Company -~ Line Centre.

Company H.Q. - U.22.¢.90.80, L Off, 168 0O.R.
No.B6 Platoon - U.22.d4.50,75. )
to U.22.b.80.01, ) 1 Off, SO-O.R, & 1 1.6,
No.8 Platoon =~ U.,22.2.10.20.)
to U.22. c.lﬂ 70.) 3 Off, 24 O.R. & 1 L.6.
Bo.7 Platoon - U.22.2.90.70. )
to U.22.2.90.40, ) 1 Off, 21 O.R:. & 1 L.G.
1 No.5 Platoon - U,.22.b.30.90.)
| to U.22.4.50,80,) 25 O.R. & 1 L.G.
PC" Comnany - Line lLeft.
Company H.Q. - U,22.b.10,90, ) 1 0P, 18 9GR,
Comnany Right flank -
U.22.b.30.90,
” Ieft " U.16.b0.90,80,
In posts as follovs:- Line from U.22.b.30.90, to U.168.4.70,30.

is divided into five posts eontaining in all, 1 Off. 30 O.R. 1 L.C

Line from U,.16.4.70.30, to U.17.¢.15,68. 1s divided into five post,
totalling 1 Off, 27 OR. & 1 L.G.

From U.,17+¢ 10,66, to U.,17.2.00,25: - 26 O.R. 1 L.G. = in
four posts.

From U.1l7.2.00.25, to U.16.4.90.60, - 1 Off, 22 O.R. 1 L.G.~
in three posts.

One Company of 34th.Battalion in Support, in U.21.c¢.80.40,

Dumps: - 20000 rounds S.A.A. )
dfrpxnesnEifdmxSpenades ) At Battalion H.Q.
40 tins water, )

75000 rounds S.A.A. )
25 cases bombs ) At U.,21.a.20,.30,

30000 rounds S.. .A.
100 tins water
about 100 picks
100 shovels

At U.l6.¢.80_.50.

b S _RE S L e LSS

13/4/18. (Siemed) A,7,IRVINE, TLieut.
| T D BN Bal iaddaame
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2 ,‘3"04 1< SECRET . 38

fﬁ EIGHTEENTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION ORDER Na.l9. (Copy Nn,Zi.)

Battalion Headquarters
neference Sheet 82 D. S.7. 1/20000 13th.April 1918.
- 171§

i, The following dispositions vill be made on night lE/l&th.inszF+

(o) "B" Coy. will establish between their right and left posts a post
of at least 1 N.C.0. & 12 men from No.6 Platoon on or égizg¥anca of
road in the vicinity of U.23.a.3.5., so as to command running
west through U.23.2. =
(b) "B" Coy. will relieve left platoon of "D" Coy. in posts in U.23.c.
with one of their support platoons.

| (e) "D" Coy. *ill relieve such portions of ESSEX troops as are in

: occupation of present front line from "D" Coy's right flank to road

4 (inclusive) at U.29.b.30.,60, - (This includes the posts which are on

i the I'Uad .
ra) "B" Coy. will, with remaining support platoon (including L.G.)
reconnoitre forward to, and if possible establish a post at, Cross

* roads U.23.d4.25.55.,

; 2. (a) Details of Para.l(b) will be arranged mutually between O's C.
* *B" and "D" Coys.
(b) Relief of ESSEX troops (Para.l(c)) will be commenced by 8'30 p.m.
-, R Tonls will be carried and not handed over.
4, Redispositions will be completed by midnight 13th/14th.,inst.
5. Completion of move will be notified to Battalion H.Q. by wire using
code words"resnectively :-
(a) ARTHUR (b) BASIL (¢) CUTHBERT (d) DARCY,

6. Redigposition reports will be forwarded to Battn.H.Q. as soon as
possible and not later than 6 a.m. 1l4th.inst.

7 ACKNOWLEDGE by wire.

Issued at 4 p.m. 13/4/18 by runner.

4 =it gt Lieut.
Ad jutant 18th.Battalion, A.I1.F.
Distribution.
No.I. "A" Coy.
2 "B Coy.
g:. £ Coy.
4. "D Cay.
5. 5th,A%T1 .Bde.
6. File,
7/9. War Diary.

-
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EIGHTEENTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION No,05. (Cony No..l.)

. Battalion Headquarters
22th Anril 1918.
Reference Map: Sheet 62 D, SW 1/20000 = oaeo_o
! " 62D, SE 1/20000

1 1% An attaeck will be carried out upon enemy positions -
| (a) CEMETERY U.29.b.80.00
- (b) CEMETERY COPSE U,29.b.80,70,
| (¢) Cross roads U.23.4.20,860.,

(a) The attack on the CEMETERY will be carried out by the French.
(b) CEMETERY COPSE will be attacked by 2 Officers, 50 O.R. to ber
detailed by "A" Company.

(¢c) Cross roads U.23.d.20,60. will be attacked by 1 Off. 30 0O.R.
detailed by 0.C. "B" Company.

B Zero hour will be 3 a.m. 1l5th.inst.

3. Action prior to Zero:- "B" Coy. will complete and occupy post
commenced last night in vicinity of U.22.b.70.80, by midnight 14/15th.
at vhich hour report on progress made will be forwarded to Battalion H.Q.
0.C."B" Coy. will withdraw 12 O0.R. from his left post in U.22.b. and
construct a post at approx. U.22.b.98.15. and renort progress by
midnight. "B" Coy. will also establish platoon post, one Lewis gun wnder
command of an officer in U.2.3.c.45.85. and report progress by midnight.
If, owing to enemy onposition any of these tasks cannot be carried out
as ordered, Battn,H.Q. will be informed and the nosts will be established
in conjunction with operation at Zero hour,

2 Each party will be responsible for its own protection and will

& patrol between these three new posts.

S.A.A 220 rounds per man vill be carried,

4, Carrying party of 1 Off. 40 O.R. will be withdrawn from Sunports in -

U.25.b, and d., and will carry 20000 rounds S.A.A. 20 shovels, 8 picks,

and 15 tins water to Copse in U.29.a. by midnight .

’ On success signals being fired this party will carry half of these
quantities to each of positions CEMETERY COPSE and Cross roads and will

| be then at the disposal of the officer there for patrolling, to assist

- in consolidating etc.

. Dress for carrying parties - Box Respirator, rifle and bayonet.,

and two bandoliers,

o A
L &

7 5. Stokes Mortars and Artillery:- At 3 a.m. CEMETERY COPSE will be
.. bombarded by 6" and 3" Stokes from Zero to Zero plus 10, Cross roads
‘-_ U.23.d. will be lightly shelled by artillery till Zero plus 9, intensify-
ing for one minute.
At Zero plus 10 Stokes will cease fire and a protective barrage put
| down by artillery 400 yards east of CEMETERY - CEMETERY COPSE - Crogs
Roads, along line U.30.,a2.80.00, U.30,a.80.,80,, U.23.b,70,20,, with
| concentrations on BOIS DE HANGARD,U,17., thence to COPSE, U.l8., M.G.
: positions in U.24., re-entrant in V.19.b., Cross roads V.25.a.
! Bombardment will last till Zero plus 70, and will be resumed at
Zero plus 105 for 30 minutes.

6. Action of infantry:- Assaulting party will be formed up -
{2Y for assault on COPSE, 60 yards east of COPSE in 17.29.a.
(b) for agssault on Cross noads, 60 yards east of Cross roads
U.23.¢.45.60.
They will attack in 2 waves, 20 yards between waves. They will
be in position by Zero minus 45.
The assault will be delivered at Zero plus 10 as sooh as artillery
barrape comes down.
v Ppsitions will be consolidated 50 yards in front of COPSE’and
: Cross roads U.23.d. Care will be taken to mop up the COPSE and members
of carrying party will be used to search the Copse in additdon to
initial mo»ping up.

7. Suceess Signals. CEMETERY COPSE - 2 GREEN flares.
Cross roads. - 2 "HITE fleores.,

/B » Flank
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8, PFlank patrol will be sent
(a) to connect with French at CEMETERY - French password "NANTESir
0.C. "D" Coy. on seeing success signals will move forward 15 men,
with officer and Lewis gun and dig-in post U.23%.4.80.30. and
ensure by flank patrols to Cross roads and COPSE that he is on
correct line.

9. "D" Coy. will patrol ground in front of Jumping Off 1lines until i
troops are in position. " Goy. (Ieft Coy.) will vigorously engage i
with rifle and Lewis gun fire, any enemy machine guns or movement in :
ROIS DE HANGARD and will be particulattt vigilant at daylight to de=al
vith enemy snipers on ground or in trees.

10. Sig.0fficer will arrange for runners in co-operation with Company
Commanders concerned.

PP 5 o, T N

11. Reports in addition to those already ordersd(a)that troops are in
pﬂsitinn to assault, using the word GREEN or THITEfur COPSE or ﬁrgs
Rosd party reanectiv&ly
(b) After assault reports will be sent to "B" or "D" Coy. H.Q.
and thence to Battalion H.O.

12. Prisoners will be evacuated through our own lines to Battalion H Q‘i
Minimum escort will be sent.

18. R.A.P: i at U.21.8.280,25 If additional stretcher bearers are
needed, carrying party will be employed, and runners sent to Battn.H.Q.
’ giving estimated number of cases.

14, Watches will be synchronised by an officer from Battn.H.Q.
15. Australian passeord - DIGCER.

16. One H.Q.Lewis gun section will "stand by" at "B" Coy.H.Q. available
use af "D" or "A" Coy.

‘ 17. ACENO'LEDGE by code word BMARTIN"

Issued at 9'15 p.m.14/4/18 ol By
! __ Order issued verbally to fk I n
"a®" and "B" Coys. 6'15 p.m. fﬂ* ; Lleut
: Adjutanh 18th.Battalion, A.
Diatributiﬂn
Yo.l T Company
3. “B“ Company
3., "C" Company
4, "D" Company
5. FPrench-Flank Bn.(Right)
6., 17th .Battalion.
7. 5th.A,.I.Brigade.
8. File.
9/11. War Diary.

\
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Y. 49
EIGHPEENTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION o

Battalion Headqguarters

— - —

Headquarters,
5th.Aust.Inf .Bde,

- -

I submit the following report on operation carried out by this
Battalion at 3 a.m, this morning against enemy positions in CEMETERY
COPEE and Cross roads in U.23.d, The conclusions I have formed. are
subject to modification as a possible result of further enquiries,
but in the main, I think they are correct.

Preliminary orders were received at 5'?7 p.m. from G.0.C. - I
returned to Battallon H.Q. and issued my instructions to Company
Commanders, "A" and "B" Coys. who were detailing the troops. All
preliminary arrangements had been completed early in the day. The
Company Commanders left me at 6'l7 p.m.- Lieut.Frewin, "A" Coy.,
proceeding to HANGUARD to discuss final arrangements with the French.
Written orders, confirming my verbal instructions, were issued to all

- eoncerned at 9 p.m,

On the night of 13th/l14th. a post had been partially completed at
U.22.0.,70.,68b, I instructed 0.C. "B" Coy. to push on this work and
ocecupy it prior to Zero hour. He was also to comstruct a post at
U.29.b.95.15. and occupy it prior to zero. Both these tasks were

"completed as ordered, despite the darkness and the hard nature of the

soil. |

A third post was ordered to be constructed at approx. U,.23.c.45.85
to be occupied by one officer and Platoon with Lewis gun prior to
Zero, if possible. If the enemy prevented the construction of the
post, the locality was to be taken at Zero hour, but I impressed on j
the 0.C. "B" Coy. that the post was essential and should be completed
by Zero unless enemy opposition was met with., The 0.C. "B" Coy.
detailed Lieut.Thompson for this work and I am satisfied that the
instructions were clearly given to this officer, ‘

At 12'65 a.m. (15th.inst.) Capt. Cadle reported that the three
posts had been occupied, confirming Yhis telephone message in writing
et 1'15 a.m. He had seen the officer (Lieut.Jones) at U.22.b.70.85.
and N.C.0, at U.29,b.95,15. and was on his way to see Lietit . Thompson
when he met a rumner from this officer who reported that he"was out
and 0.K.," On this authority Capt.Cadle sent the report to Battn.H.Q.

At 1'30 a.m. Capt.Cadle ‘met Lieut.Thompson near the Cross roads in
U.,22.4,50.65. when Lieut.Thompson informed him that he had been
forward, and had decided to wait until Zero hour before attempting to
construct the post. He could give no reason for his delay in
carrying out the orders. Capnt.Cadle ordered him forward at once and
returned to his Company H.Q. to renort the matter, The wires were cut
and he could not get through for some time. The post was not comstruct

l ed, Lieut.Thompson waited uatil Zero hour, and I am strongly of the
- . opinion that the fallure om the part of this officer was in the engd
mainly responsible for the menm in the Copse being overrun. Lieut.
Thompson certainly made a brave fight against heavy odds and paid the
penalty with his life, but he did not carry out my orders.

The parties were in position at Zero - 45 as ordered, and the
dump ordered had been established at Copse in U.20.a.

The Stokes mortars opemed up at 3 a.m. and their fire was well
directed. '"hen the Copse was entered later, mumbers of dead bosche
were seen and one light machine gun at N.,W. cormer of Copse was
blown out.

The artillery barrage came down at Zero plus 10 and though
reports are varying, the officers say it was placed as arranged, and
was good.,

The party of 2 Officers and 50 O.R. got to the Copse, passing
through a hedge about 150 yards on our side of the Copse. Behind this
hedge the hun was dug in, but did not put up much of a fight. A second
line was encountered near the edge of the Copse and a fairly stiff
reglstance was offered. Our men got through to the far side and were
there reorganised”™by Lieuts.Frewin and Gascoigne-Roy and began to dig
in under machine gun fire. A patrol was sent towards the Cemetery to
gain touch with the French but encountered the enemy about 50 yards

/south of

. : - e '. - .‘_ _._ = = - " -- -.-. - B
#"'u-.-;‘,:;_:.;.;r—"_'____,{ e i e L . LMHJM“M—M —— -
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South of CEMETERY COPSE and had to retire,

A carrying party, uader orders sent back by Lieut.Frewin
ecarried S .A.A. 9000, %c and some shovels to the Copse,

The success signal was reported about 3'22 a.m. from the Copse,
but so many differemt coloured flares were being fired by the enemy
that it was impossible to distinguish our own,

At 4'20 &a.m. Capt.Cadle reported that Lieut.Thompson had been
wounded and that heavy fighting was in progress at the Cross roads
U.25.8, and U.23.b. He moved forward to reconnoitre. At 4'2B@a.m.
Lient .Maxwell who was standing by in rear of the Copse in U.Z8.a. Was
ordered forward to Copse where he found Lieut.Frewin wounded.

B Lieut .Frewin has not been seen since. Lieut.Cascoigne-Roy who was of
the party, was severely wounded in the Copse and later was evacuated
through the French. ‘

At 4742 a.m. Sgt.De “axe reported that he was being strongly
0 counter attacked at cross roads in U.23.d. The enemy had been-
encountered in large numbers at both cross roads in U.23.c.and d. and
had previously been driven in the direction of the BOIS de HANGARD
but had reorganised in gully in U.23.b. and advanced again. Meavy
cacsualties were inflicted upon him but our men were driven in and the
huns swung down from cross roads at U.23.d. and attacked our men in
the Copse. Had the post at U.,25.c. (cross roads) been established,
this attack would have possibly been broken. As it was an attack
came from the direction of U.30,2.50.,50. arnd the garrison practically .
1 ded.
EL&P;;HT a.m. the troons were back on their own line with the exceptio
of the posts at U.22.b.70.65 and U.20.b.,95,15. which are still held.
* In the attack om the cross roads Lieut.Thompson's party got to |
the south of the road and entered a sunken road ebout 15 yards east of
a row of poplars. (approx.U.23.c.40.35.) and found it heavily mannedi
three machine guns were seen there. Later, three stretcher bearers A
counted 78 enemy dead around cross roads in U.Z25.c.
Our casualties definitely ascertained at 7 p.m. to-day are -

g

Nfficers:- 1 Died of Younds. OQR.:- 7 EKilled in action.
1 Vounded & Missing. 38 Vounded.
3 TWounded. 33 Unnaccounted for.

# probably some in front line.,

g e
Lf‘é/vf‘quf’\:‘xﬂj@ - ’

Battn.H.Q. Lieut .-Colonel
8 P Commanding 1l8th.Battalion,A.I.F. -

H\r

A
S S
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Headguarters, _
Sﬂthlhﬂndon)uiﬁiﬂinn-

April 15th, 1918}

pear smith,

will you plaaga gonvey to all ranks of the 18th
pattne. Australian L.F., who took part in tnis morning's
operatione l. Of HANGARD village, my daépaat appreciation
and admiration afﬁtnair gallant effort. Though
deploring thelr neavy casualties, it is most satisfactory

to feel that the losses inflicted on tile enemy are more
i , _
than treble our OWne.

I am sending a letter to the G,V0.C., ond Division
Auﬂtruliun i F., informing him of Lna gallant wurk
carried out -thls ﬁﬂrniné by this pattalion.

IT fuu.hﬂva any recommendations 1or immediat® reward

will you please let me have themnm.

yours very sincerely,

: k& jo
% _ | . gommanding 58th(Lo

-

gensral .
n)pivisions

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO03832



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1003832



-

N ' I -, 52

APPENDIX | 4

EIGHTEENTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY B;T/ml ONl, =

Battalion Headquarters,
17th.April 1918.

B

SPECIAL ORDER,

By,

COMMANDING 18th . BATTALION, A.I.F.

The following letter has been received by th
C.0. through G.0.C. 5th.Aust.Inf .Bde,. - < .

"Will you please convey to all ranks of th
_ . e 18th,
| ‘Battalion, Australian I.F., who took part in this

' :mnrning's opérations N.of HANGUARD village, my

"daepast appreciation and admiration of their
A “gallanj effort. Though deploring their heavy
l “Egsuiltiﬂﬂjiiﬁlistmgst satisfactory to feel that
e losses cted on the enemy are
"treble out own. . o
I am sending a letter to the G.0.C. 2nd

:Divisinn, Australian I.F., informing him of the
gallanl work carried out this morning by this

- | "Battalion.
l Yours very sincerely,
’ A B .E,CATOR
15/4/18. lajor General

Commanding 58th.(London)Division.

Previously a message was received f
rom Ge
Cator to the effect that he greatly regretted ?ﬁzil

"after so gallant a fight, our t
A roops should ha
been compelled by overwhelming odds to withdra;?“h.l

; /‘f .
r'f.lr o

.___,,/ L J‘RJ;E?
: — 3 Liﬁut -
Ad jutemt™18th .Battalion,A,I.F.
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,g/q/rﬁ-' EGCRE T
- EIGHTEENTH AUETEﬂLIAN IHFAETRY BATTALION ORDER No.08. ;2%2F§7/{")
Batggg*;n adonarters

" | B8 15/4/18.
Reference Map: Sheet 62 D. 1/40000 = ==e--

1. (a) The 18th.Battalion will be relieved by 20th.Battalion to-night,
15th/16th . April as follows:- X
"priCoy . 18th.Bn. by "B cuy. zﬁth Bn.
HBI‘I n by I'I‘ﬂi'l'l
“C" L n : by ch HD" C'D.f‘ ?Ot,h Bn (Wﬂrkiﬂg as GHEJ
(composite Coy. ) .
sl T Cuy. 18th .Bn. will be withdrawn under orders from Battn.H.Q.
(b) On relief 18th.Battalion will move to bivouacs in T.5.c.and d.

2 Cuides from Bettalion H.Q. will guide 20th.Battalion Coys. to the
Headquarters of the Coys. they are to relieve. Coys. will arrange post
~ guides (one per post) to be at Coy. H.Q. from 8'45 p.,m. onwards,

&
NS, Advance parties have been arranged by Battn.H.Q. to arrange billeting.
Guides will meet outgoing Coys. at cross roads T.,12.d.1.9.

4, Lewis guns, tools, petrol tins etc. will be brought out on relief to
limbers at following points -
. "¢" Coy. - U.16.4.00Q0.00,

E.Q., “A" Co¥s, "B" Coy.,"D" Coy. at Cross roads U,21.a,.,50.95.

g < On relief platoons will move as formed bodies after passing west of
road through U.27.a., U.2l.a., U.15.Db.

-6 . Ammunition, S.P.5.Signals and flares will be handed over.

b 2 Completion of relief will be notified to Battn.H.Q. by wiring name of
Comnany Commander.

8. ACENOWLEDGE by code word "ENVER"

. | / f ( ]
Tssued at 5 p.m. 15/4/18 by runner. A PR~ Lieut.
[ H AdJutant 18th ,Battalion,A.I.F.
. Distribution.
' No.l. A" Coy.
< 2 5 'H'B n n

3 4 “C n n

4 ; "'D " n

5. Sig.0fficer,.

6. Flle.

7/9. War Diary.
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7 - 184h s-&ﬂrﬂ =
oy Nesdquarters, | - 2 X
bt = ﬁth.huﬂt.llf.ﬂﬂﬂ- 1

LB .

1 fnrrlrd heresith an nppraciltinn of the Rirht Htttllian
in pquares U,16., 17. 23 aad 20.a, and b. on Theet 82 D.
The appreclation is based on -

(a) Hy Owa nhﬂarvttinn.

(b) Reporis from Company officers and Observers, L

(¢) Reports from those whn took part in operationms tﬂiuﬁ
enemy positioas imn U.25.c. and d. and U,25.0. =

The primcipal features are :-
(1) Thg BOIS de HANGARD in square U.17.
. (2) The re-eptrants im U.23.a, and b, 2sd the valley ll.ﬂ’ﬁ
grid line between squares U.23. and 24.

The BOIS de HANGARD:1s fairly opee timber with bruahiaad of av
o height frowm 4 to & ft, and is not demse. /. terrace of some 4 fi
s high runs from U.22.0.40.80. for 1U§ yards along the South ndan ;b=
= vood, The wood is nct so far as ¥e eﬂuld accertain wired,
Tap o The ememy holds the wood mainly by machime guu fire. YMovemant
comcextration of troops have been reported im Couse U.25‘I.40y59.
’ and U Eﬁjb.EO.BO. For ibis area see aeroplane photo 35 A¥X, B,a;&‘
(93 ‘and for ememy's works in U.23.a. see photo 52 AE..&.EIT which will
IR = well repay study.
= - The grouamd im U.l7.a. comsists of ploughed rlalﬁa uader clo
$ ubaarvliiﬁl'll the enemy from the wood. T
\ re-emtrant im 0,23.a. is best commanded from post is giwﬁ q,
: of 1!.2:5 h.49.,87, - The ground dips nwn:r ranidly from U.23.2 .90,
;5 and Lhe grouad between this polat and U.24,a.80.00, i8 aot tt&l
f frow anyvhbre except Irom post at U.29.b.25.80, and even from sEEd
this spot nmumersus hedges mask the view, Ti is from this grouad Ef
. U.p8,b, and d, and U,24.a.and ¢. that his main counter attack was
~ deliwsred. The ground along the grid linc betvreen squares U,.235.a ;;:1
. 24 canrot be effectively desalt »ith by 18 pdrs,; howitzers are ?J[.m“‘
'3 _' :anesaary. The ground ian U.28.d. has for 1ts highest point $he
~ croass roade in 7U.22.d.50.85. sloping away more rapidly to the
a fa2irly gradual slope torards KARGARD with road through 23.c. g
ruaniag alons the ridpge. ap posts here are back om the caenfhn
Road and the field of [ire 1z here about 25" yarda, The cross ds
- in U.23.¢.45.80, are not visible but the road running sauth,frqq,aﬂ 5
spot is marked by 2 lime of poplar trees, From the cross roads !
road running North and “outh is sumken and *hen our mea eatered ii-i-
. w85 hesvily manred, five machine gume vere in 2ction in the FPonlaras
2nd s trench mnrtnr behisd a turnlip heap ir aboul U,23.c.60.80, fﬁ.t,
 The enemy retired towards U,R28.ceéntral, reorganised, aad counter
'rgttackad from there.
- The ground im Tromt of our posic in U,29.a, and b, rises B
- alightly for 202 yards, aAndthem falls away towards CEMETERY COM i—
‘and the Yors of tho trees there cam he sesem. Very little of thg. |
is u=der ohservatior tetneen U.28.d.central Lo road im U.24.4.90. ff?
- 4o Copee about 7,24 d,00.,7%, alonr ¥hich line a faipr amount of E; |
~_ _movement iz seen, zad it is &huught that 3 large quarry or derressio
L' “‘aristﬂ in Copse 2t U.24,cemtral, Fairly large parties of the omemy
" have beern saun.#hsrﬂ. —=-:{
Wt 1 T would like ageir to emphasise the importance of thoroughly
\iv gsearching 211 ihe ground mlomg Lhe grid line between squeres 28
\ P4 vith hovitzers and I1f pocaible hy heavy mschine gum firve frﬁﬂf:ﬁ
. = direction of HAROLRD, e
Jerks The ememy has obeervetion ower right secior as far as rﬂtﬂ ?L ?
(= running throu .22.d ,8 23.c. aund d, from his position om Kill
i ' -f south of HANGARD in C.lﬂ.h. (“heet 88 E). "n our positions inm “;;.-?
e and d, from U.24.b, and on the left of our seclor from ﬁhﬂ
513 de HINGARD, | |

bl
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= e
M- =3 gent imdividual ménm out come 1857 to 200 yards to fire Very 11
L; fle held his Torward posta Iz strengih with the garrisoa gu

ik in along hedges. The garrisoan was protected from shrapmel by deep,
o sarrow pot holes. ilis machine guns were very aclive at night e
r S puxeprous ¥ith a predomimanmce of light gums. The many hedges etc, -
e

-
make "mopping up"” a very difflicult matter., 0is imfantry sill mot
»alt for a2 charge' his cousier attacks are dellvered oaly afiter 5
thoroug' ' searchiag with machlas guas. i

Betwsen 4'30 a,m, aad 5 p.w, he puia down a barrage along =4
line of road VILLERZE BRETDONEURNANGARY, particularly in sguares :
22.b, and &, (to eross roads,. e comceatrates his Tire o=
Ugiﬁﬂhleﬁugji roat rom Upgg-.h:'.}j 80, to H.EE;#.EE..SQ., Copsi at
n.22.6.80.07. and U,29.2.50,90,
& D Om the moraing of the 1Hth,isst, he put a barrace do'n aloag
l : 1ilﬁ E.ZB-I.OQ.E?J.-, ﬂ.ﬂﬁ.ﬂ.ﬁﬂ.ﬁﬂ. LO Cﬂpﬂ& U.'Rﬁgl .B'“}.Q!'}.; “ﬂ ﬂ.‘.m

| area back to U.22,2.80.,00., o U,286.8.95.88,, twice up and down. ‘
[ The barrage was mainly 4'2 8, The searching was done mainly by

775 and gas shells, .

Inemy machise guns =
' | In poplars alongz road south of cross roads
s = iz SxSx8 U.s23.C .45.858.
UI17 ;G'.‘Tﬂ I.g_gl |
J417.0.27,.80. | :
: UiZ2.0.,40,80,
lpper storey of "HITE NOUSE ia
BOIS ae Eiltaﬂﬁhai:t :

: _ - L I i ==t = - - . P T

2 eroplane photos worth careful study:-
iy | 35 AE. B.816.
652 AE. A.3886.
< F 52 AE., A.313.
YA 59 AE. A.314.
BT 52 AE, £.315.
- - 80 AE. A.3516.
52 AB, A.317.

-tu_wd--:itﬂ-u._:'—_*-‘ 1!:'!.!*'!-‘-1'—."- -I.L

. 17
1
.,- : | %.-Col, |
o Commanding 10th.Battalion A.I.F,

yad

- =
- e = - e

I — - LI - i ]
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¥

| Y et v, | / ;_3’ . COPY.
’?/ | #ﬁ/ /J* Zead_qéarters,
58th.Division,

April 19th.1918.
deay Smythe, = - -~ - amasoa

The 5th.Australian Brigade are leaving us to-day. I want to tell
how very much we appreciate having them., All the fighting and work
~they did here was splendid; one and all from their Brigadier General
Smith downwards were all out to help and we found them 211 gmmpd first
class to work with. T am afraid they had a none too good a time in
this bad weather, but they were alll wonderfully cheery and willing,
I have never had the good luck to be with the Australiang this war, but

-I think I can safely say they are quite one of the best fighting units
I have come across.

Will Yyou please convey to Brigadier General Smith and the 5th.

Australian Brigade our very deep appreciation of their services whilst
they were with us.

Yours very sincerely,

(Signed) A .B.E,CATOR,

F | Major General,
Commanding B8th.Division, B.E.F.

L I e —

Headquarters,
| 18th.Battalion,

“11." HBH licﬂ "D“ CC’IFE. 26/4/18-
Sig.0fflicer,

e e, e s e S S e

Above copy of letter from G.0.C. 58th.Division is to be read
on parade to-day.

[ -"". (. {'{L ‘f; T -"; Col gl AN
“ SV & 5 Lieut,.
/-Ad jutant lath.Battalimn,ﬁ.&.F.
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¢ ELGRTRENTE AU TRALIAY IRPANTEY BATTALION, - S oaeel N

: - — e ; e
2 Pattalion izuaqu‘shu e =gy
':; ) — T £0%h /prik, 1918, =
| = INTTRUCTIONS P05 JEFIRCL. e
iis __ “l‘ﬂi f&'i'}i*iarf ‘rders %11l be wmlgnad to all reaks as once .-

1, %» man vill leosve the area wlihia 800 yeswrds of his billlet or
bivonze without « paen from Hatiallos "l.4.

o, Ali Officers and at least £ “.L.0%s per ilateor will tonizhi
recosaniirs the prsitioss Lo be oceccupled Dby thelr companies
lacludiag routes to Lhem Leos preseal Liileis.

3. =A% aud "C" Conprailes will it ocaces select "ilars Pq:u"ngd
will motliy u—.air location %o Jattslion ... By B P.u. tinight.
Ian the evesnt of as Alarm -
(2) 411 Lroeps vill asgezhls on their "alarm Foss " in htﬂ.ﬁ
order. "A" and "D" cop smies uill 8%sad Lo at thelr
4 ~Tesabivouses.,
:.,naﬂ:} On receipt of “rder from Batialion ... “Ocoupy Zcserve
IE- lrjbhme " Comparies 11l move at once o the portloa of
/ P ;qnb‘num Ldne alloitod 4o thes. Exaect enmpearmy bouandaries

s mnn ba auﬁﬂad tomight .
T._c = ﬂh | 2 40 sinutes ia shioh
2 t’ba time orders tg ROV APe

.ldﬂ for eneny shelliag ia Paizieux -
"1109_;‘! "B" and "C" companies =ill &t once selset poaitigas to
Fehich 15 move end will smotify Tatis. 7. .. of thelir loecatd
Ponftions selecbsd #ill be loceted svproximately as
ram:a - -3

| age-—-——— % C.l85d.
| | ) Should it be neceanary Lo evacuate blllets, men will |
usder ocosirel, =nd *111 take thelr KRk Pifles, cml

gnd Lewls guns. :

L

&, 411 cem will be warased agalast ualng any vater from wells
= cr wvater polints in Malzieux. ater from walercaris ounly will w
used,

| liew .
AJutant, 18th Sadtallion, A 107,

e C‘wpnny.
“ig. 17 lemr.
vile.

l ar ;'1lﬂi

' . - o k.
H—I,. — - A
i P

*_ - . ol R i, - T —— — = = - J
- i~ T i o i P et el T e ,..---—‘-—-h::.r_h' iy
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;]_f/&-?/r'? ﬂ2
' (SECRET)
EIGHTEENTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION. —-/
""""""" Copy Noeivens

, BATTALION ORDER No. 22@

- iz 2P

LIEUT.~COL. G. F, MURPHY, D.5.0.
Battalion Headquarters,
24th April, 1918,

1. The Brigade will probably be required to move Seuth.

2. (2) Unless further orders are. given the prebable point of
concentratien for the Battalien will be Cress Roads,C.28.4.6.0.
whence the Bgttalien will embus,

(b) On receipt of the Order "Move" Companies will march by the
moet direct route to this point.

3. Points of assembly for Ceys. will be selected by Coy. Commanders
forthwith and notified to all concerned.

4, Lieut Johnson will be Battalien embussing Officer. On receipt
of the Order "Move" 1 N.C.0. per Company will repert to him at
the point mentiened in para.2 (a).

5, Men will move with full water bettles, 220 rounds S.A.A, per man.
Lewis Cuns will be carried to the cencentration point.

6., Companies will make their own arrangements far runners te their
outlying posts.
| A copy of Orders issued by Gﬂnpany m will be ferwarded
' to Battalion H.Q. by midnight tenight.

7. As far as anticipated there will be no move before tomorrow.

8., ACENOWLED GE.
. ! { 7 0
Iy e

3 Liﬂﬂ}i
- AdjutantS—18th Battalien, A.I.F.

Distribution.
1. File,

S+ "AY Cea¥.

- B. "B" Csy.

r : 4, ol Coye.

5. "D" Coy.
86, Sig. 0fficer.
7. Q.M, and T.O.
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| = . | : . | }
> RERH Na A SECRET., &
EIGHTEENTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION ORDER Ne.21 @ _(gﬂg}'mﬁ )
Battalion Headquarﬂéis f
2&th.April 1918. '
Reference Maps: Cheet 62 D, 1/40,000 Ge) S 13
Sheet 57 D 1/40,000 W__ 22_/#1'

, y ‘ﬂY
1. (a) The 18th.Battalion will march to-morrow 2fth.inst. to M&a—}&
(b) Transport section has moved to WARLOY.

2. Advance parties consisting of Lieut .J.Harris and one N.C.0, per Coy.
will proceed to new area this afterncon, 26th.inst.

delivered by WNOPWw. to- . Q.M. will arrange to collect and store them

8. Packs will be dumped pear Coy.H.Q. at points to which rations are Amigms’
in WARI.OY, Blankets and shﬁving gear will be retained.

r
4., Dress on march - Battle Order. Blankets will be carried bandolier fashie

Creatcoats rolled &n rear of belt. 220 rounds S.A.A. to be carried.
Officers will carry packs, revolvers, etc.

Eg?ngIBEra gear, Lewls guns, and other gear for Transport will be dumped
at points to which transport delivers rations; by 8 a.m. 2%th.inst.
~ (b) A1l picks and shovels in peossession of Coys. will be dumped at =mame
points, as above, ready for removal byptransport by 7'30 a.m. 2%th.inst.
(e) All trench shelters in Coy.area will be collected and dumped at
same points as above, by 8 a.m. th.inst .
QM. will arrange with Transhort Officer for them to be delivered
to Town Major, BAIZIEUX, will obtain receiptm and forward it to Battn.H.Q.
(d) Kitchens will be ready to move at 8 a.m. th.inst,
(e) Each Company will detail its own loading parties and a guard of
one O.R. to accompany each vehicle containingstores belonging to the Coy.

6. Marching Out and Marching In states will be handed to the Idjutant by
9 a,m, and half =n hour after arrival respectively. 2

7. Alarm posts and latrines will be pointed out to Coys. before
dismissal to quarters.

i

- " o yi . . %
2¥F%kfy ?h;u;ﬂrﬂrgﬁé;
3 B Ca © ol Loy . Lieut.
‘éfj ﬁﬁ‘ -{ A / Adjutsant 18th.Battalion, A.I.F.3
9 1Ll C& | ' ’
& {.Lh{ @ 20 K{D o . MARCH TABLE.,
~ Date Cov. Starting Poeoint Te pass S.P. -é;;i;: ---------
: Bn.H.Q: Sheet, 62 D : 9 a.n. - : Most direct route to
: : : C.6.dup:s9. Cross : : S.P. thence via croas
. : roads. - : roads:Sheet 57D -
7t' L l-: "B" ; " ; 915 e ; U-EO-B—.E.?. - Pnad
april : : ; : D YRl ea—and—daho
- . "'c" . / - 9'13 & ol s W -f‘t';
1918 : : ! Wg RLo '
s Man : " : 9'21 a.m.: e ¥
npr . 3 ' 9'29 a.m.:

March will be by sections at 50 yards interval.
l Guard and prisoners will move direct to No.38 Main Street, WARLOY
passing S.P. in rear of Battalion Headquarters. ;
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EICHTEENTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION. SECRET . _

#
i i

Battalion Headquﬁrt&rs'
27th.April 1918.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE DEFENSIVE = = = —-e----

__"D¥ BATTALION, Sth.A.I.BUK.

. L., The disposition of the Division is described in 5th.A.I.Bde,
Instructions for the Befensive No.,l.(issued to Coys. on 26th.inst.)
The 18th.Battalion is now "D" Battalion of 5th,A.I.Brigade and 1s in
Divisional Reserve. It is to be ready to move to reinforce or counter-
attack at one hours notice in any part of the forward Div, Area.

[

©_ Reconnaissance will be carried out at once. On 28th.inst. at least
three officers per Company Wwill reconnoitre routes forward in 5th.A.l.
Bde., area as far forwapd of the Hd.Qrs. of the Battalions in the line
as visibility will permit and including routes forward.

3. (a) Alarm posts have already been selected,
(b) The "Alarm" will be notified on the bugle.
(¢) In the event of "Alarm"
(i) Coys. will at once assemble on Alarm posts in Battle Order.
220 rounds S.A.A. will be carried - th¢Se will be held in
Coy. dumps meanwhile, and will be issued immediately on
the "Alarm"
(ii) An officer mmdmmwiixfimf.per Company and a N.C.C. of the
Guard will report to Battn.,H.Q. for orders.
(iii) The band have been alloted as billet guards and will take
| their alloted posts within half an hour of the"alarm.”

4. No officer, NN.C.0. or man will proceed more than 800 yards from his
billet without authority - in the case of N.C.0's and men, a written
pass from Battn.H.Q.

5. Lieut.A.R.Sheath, M.B, is detailed for liaison duties., He will
reconnoitre the Support (17th.) Battalion area to-morrow. In the event
of a move he will report to Battalion H.Q. for instructions.

f B. In the event of the enemy shelling any billet, all equipment and
= pifles will be removed by the owners before the billet is vacated.

A1l men will be warned before Noon 28th.inst. for duty in the
front line. The function of the Battalion in its present disposition
will be clearly explained and the necessity emphasised for all ranks
to be in instant readiness for action. They will on no account be
| allowed to think that because they are at present in billets there is
' no immediate need for readiness.

[
L

| o Lieut,
Distributiocon. Ad jusent 18th.Battalion, A.I.F.

TAT™ Company

"B" Company

. "c" Company

"D" Company

Sig.0fficer (for H.Q.details)
War Diary (2)
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EIGHTEENTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION, (S ECRET.)

_— e e e e - ==

Battalion Headquarters,
26th April, 191B8.

—

S A1 M INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE DEFENSIVE. No.l. J#xz i)

DISPOSITIONS OF TROOPS.

1. The Div. Sector is divided into 3 Bde. Sub-Sectord each held by
one Inflantry Brigade.
The troops in thig Bde. Sub-sector will be disposed as follows,-
"A" gnd "B" Battalia &n the line: at least one company in
egach Battalion to be % ady for immedizte counter-attack.
"¢" Rattalion in Bda. regserve. Four platoons finding a
Nucleus Garrison for the LAVIEVILLE - MILLENCOURT system,
one eaech in the vicinity of V.13 b.3.5., V.24.4.9.5.,
V.24.4.6.8., and V.24 .b.92.7. The remainder of the Battalion
held ready for immediate counter-attack.
"D" Battalion in Div. reserve in and behind the BRESLE -
FENENCOURT system; two platoons finding a nucleus garrison
for this system, the remainder of the Battalion ready for
deliberate counter-attack on orders from D.H,.Q. In this Bde.
sector there will be no trench system,at present,for "D"
Battn. to ocecupy. The whole battalion will therefore be in
readiness for counter-attack.

2. ACTION IN CASE OF ATTACK. The main prineciple to be horne in
mind is that we must maintain our hold on all our positions.
Should the enemy succeed in effecting a lodgment in any portion
of our front line, an immediate counter-attack will be undertaken by
Battalion or Brigade reserves with the object of driving him out. P
Plans for such counter-attack will be thought out beforehand and made
known to all reserves.
Should the immediate counter-attacks fall to eject the enemy, a
deliberate counter-attack with artillery preparalion will be carried out
under orders from D.H.Q.

N ACTION OF 5th A. I. BDE. PORTION OF DIV .REZERVES.
(2) '"D" Battalion will be prepared to reinforce or counter-attac?
in any portion of the forward Div. area.
Southern Boundary. E. and W. line through D.19.Central to E_.19.Cent.
Northern Boundary. E. and W, line through V.13.¢.0.0. to %, 15.d4.6.0.
(b) 5th Aust.Nucleus Battn. will assemble in position to be
selected by Battalion Commander near present billets and will send a
mounted orderly to report to D.H.Q. It will be prepared to ocecupy
any system of the Second Zone defences on Left Bde. Sub-gsector.
(¢) Necessary reconnaissances will be carried out forthwith.

= —

Forwarded for information and necessary action.

Lieut,
18th Battalion, A.I.F.

jutant,

Copies to HAH’HBH’HGH’"DH Coys .
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MUSEUMS.
Received om (Name)...... 7 LIt 8 e T e ( [.Tuitl.-..t’.) ‘j‘ ............ F’fjff?tr ........ ‘f ’r’cf 1

for the National Collections being formed by the Australian War Records S

ection, Chancery Lane. Lond
W.C. 2., the following relics, etc. ' on,

, which have been given on behalf of E'}H._
.\\_“J__“_*
Nn- A . !l
rticle. .
He U | No. | Article.

ca.—10/17,— 1081, i Ile Collecting Depét, Australian War Museume,

gy

v , gy 7 : 5/
Received from [‘wam&](}{f;{ﬂ/;}ﬂbﬁ/ﬁiiﬁf& -----{Unit}.---z 'fg .......... /J{‘f“",

the Australian War Records Section, Chancery Lane, Lendon,

i F 18
AUSTRALIAN WAR MUSEUMS. , /. yﬁﬂ/rg
# 2 (f;f,ﬂ,f:?"' -

for the National Collections being formed by

- Uwar

W.C. 2., the following relics, etc., which bave been given on behalf of Serp
= ﬂ —— == — . =
No | Article. l NO. Article.

Ile Coliccting Depil, Ausiraltan Wear MWusewmes.,

- —10§17.—7051.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1003832



e

-

N APPENDIX 4.4 /ﬂ / g

o
_.__,,...-"".‘

wm(Aale F 195
AUSTRALIAN WAR MUSEUMS.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MUSEUMS.
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CLAIM FOR CAPTURED MACHYNE GUNS, TRENCH MORTARS and STORES, RS e a5 o Corps Nossssaass |
. | (0ther than Gune, Howitzers and Carriages) |
.Iliii-liiil-&rmy Nﬂ;........
e i e Tt Ve e S A S T A ey o W~ R SR A A A TR SIS "--""-_—-*--'-“h-"h_-'-““-_""""_-"---_-—-_-""-_""--"_-_"""_"‘""."‘""""""'" |
5;;;;;;tiun : Registered : Markings on By whom ¢ Particulars of despatch to Base Remarks . : Reference of
VUae storeg, ¢  SEENES snviatlgtores (1f any)! claimed. fegiSse~ccnSfSe~-~ocostneSses b i ! * return first l
} : : : : Railhead. : Date. : Truck No., ! : peporting
?1 . : : : : - : capture, |
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" WOOGEEREC T NI SRR . R
Germzn Machine: : e y ' o ' ’
e ; s ) : VIGNACOURT . : 25/4/18 : G.X, 6445 : : Return report-
Gun (Heavy) i) g ; :) 18th, : : ; : ings ecapture
! _ ' : » - : : : : forwarded to
? ﬁ;:z;?ng gun 5695 : : JBattalion: g : » : " : s Sth.A.I.Bde,
| '(Light'l H “ - : : ’ : H 19/4/13_.
/ : : : Jhustralian : " s ] : :
i | R B ; agol : :) Imperial: § : : ; :
: : t) Force, : : : :
Headguarters ..... . Corns. al: ~4. o0
: ‘lfU" . RS W A \'\—' f 7
b . -._.-'Hl'..-'r__.
atEit-#iliri:::-‘; ----- # & 8 5 ¥ & wfj‘:' ﬁ {
) Headguarters, Fourth Army
Eitﬂl.illi.liii !!!!!! L . 3
: forwarded and recommended.
l‘ lllllllllll # L] L] Ll L ] & & 8 8 8 8 @
NOBNMANETRE " ) .iinwe wn Sis voimet e
V.
gl To: - [
H D'IOUS',. G-H-_Qn
i Forwarded and recommended.
‘| ‘ . |
i DARE . s rovsaags i Commanding Fourth Army,. i
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