AWNM4

Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,
1914-18 War

Flying Corps

Item number: 8/6/16 Part 1

Title: No 3 Squadron, Australian Flying
Corps

April 1918

AWM4-8/6/16PART1

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1003995



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1003995



f:ﬂ-""‘ - ;_‘-l-;:.n-'t_ ) "?.f"‘! zrd Squ&drﬂ.n’ A. F. G.
g2 | | WAR DIARY

Army Form C. 2118.

& April (1) i‘

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence g

" Summaries are_contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 1L INPELLIGENCE-SUMMARY.

and the Stalf Manual respectively. Title pagee _ , A

will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase hecding not required.) .

] Remarks and

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
__Appendices

HE= = |

Abeele L/4/18 April commenced with a brilliantly fine day which permitted of 53 hours, 15 min.

flying being done during which time 9 enemy batteries were suscessfull~ sngsged &nd
the whole Corps fpont photographed. Thes most not able feature of the day was the
shooting down by Lieut, R.G.D. FRANCIS, Pilot, and Lisut. R,HAINSWORTH, Obser ver,
of a D,F.,W, Aviatik., Lieuts, Ffrancis and Hainsworth were engaged on a destructive
: shoot with 263 Siege Battery. The Pilot had ranged the shoot and was observing the
fire for effect when he encountered the enemy machine. He out-manoeuvred and ouw -

fought the D.F.W, practically the whole contest being wiltnessed from the aerodroms .

The enemy Pilot was severely wounded and the machine orashed at Sheet 28, A,304,.2.2

E/@/ﬂa Weather conditions on this day were as formerly noted - the period of good

visibility being confined to the evening hours, A Programme of six destructive

{
'shoots was done between 4 o'clock and 8 u'a;ﬂck.

5/4/18 Rain prevented any flying on the 3rd, 4th and 5th.

—

The Australian Corps having been withdrawn from this front and having proceeded to

the battle front on the SOMME, the Squadron was glven orders on 5/4/18 to stand by to
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move to retake up work with the Corps on the SOMME front. The order to move was given.
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on 6/4/18 when "C" Flight machines left by air at 3 p.m, for VERT GALAND.aer odrome

on the main DOULODEMS- AVIENS Road. The remaining two Flights left by air at 9.30 a.m

on the following morning, all the other persomnel proceeding by road, The destinatio

of the Squadron was altered from VERT GALAND to POULAINVILLE the Squadron occupying
an open field West of the AMIENS-VIGNACOURT Railway. - The locality was the seens of
the greatest flyin- activity, within a radius of half a mile no less than eight
Squadrons were concentrated. Immedliately the personnel arrived all endeavours were
directed into the task of putting the aerodrome into habitable state. For the fl rst
two nights the machines were left out in the open securely pegged down, but on RE7?
tents being made available each machine was provided with cﬂvéf.

At the commencement of its operations on the SOMME the Squadron's tasks wers
somewhat different to those which phétainad in BELGIUM,

"A" and "B" Flights maintained aftillary patrols on the line from dam +till
dusk and "C" Flight maintained a court er attack patrol. No destructive shoot
programmes were 1lssued by the CounterBattery Stal f Officer. Pilots and Observers

on the Artillery Patrols keeping the enemy batteries under observation and reporting

D. D, & L., Londen, E.C.
(Afony) WL W:ﬁ:f'ﬂ:ﬁ;: #so,000 5/17 Sch. b2 Forms/ Ca:uBf:;
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Sunmorics are contained in F. §. Regs, Part 11 INFELLIGENCE-SUMMARY - .
# and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages |
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| Remarks and |

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information rif:rencée; ;u

e —

| uulaiﬁville | any activity by "NF" call which, as opportunity provided were turned into "ANF" or
. 7/4/18

g

"MQNF" shoots. The Corps front at this stage of operations extended,from Sheet 57D,

' We1l5.central to Sheet 62D, P.5a.0.,0, . |

The offensive spirit was encouraged and considerably more bomb dropping and

machine gunning of enemy positions from low altitudes was done &8 Was the case 'on

the BELGIUM front .
, 11/4|/18 The Squadron recommenced work with the Australian Corps on 11/4/18 on which day

they suffered the first casualty in the new area. Lileut. A,W,REES, Pilot, and Lieut.

! ‘GeA P AUL, Observer, being shot down by a formation of six Albatross Scouts. The |
| Pilot, although wuundad, by skilful manoeuvring of his machine mansg ed to land it in

our own lines,

19/4M18 | This day saw another decisive combat in favour of the Squadron. Lisut. W.V. 4
| HERBERT, Pilot, armd Lieut. F.A,SE7ELL, Observer, were on an Offensive patrol and had
just attacked with bombs and machine gun fire horse transport on the BRAY-CORBIE Road
when they were attacked by six Pfalz Scouts. One of ths enemy scairts was observed to
: go down unler control. The Pilot and Observer maintained a runniﬁg fight until over
our own lines when some of our scouts came to their assistance. -

D. D, & L., London, E.C. \ .
(ABooy) Wt Wayzi/Meosr j'f:n,nnu s/p Boh. B2 Forms/C2.a8/ig
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Instractions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

Summaries are contained in . 8. Regs., Part 1L NERHLIGENCE-SUMMARY -

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
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Hemarks and

references to

Appendices

=

Poulainville
21/4|/18

L —————

| |
Mhm e anuid W itV RN
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Another enemy machine was accounted for on this day by Captain E,J.JONES, Pilas ,
and Lisut. A.L.D., TAYLOR, Observer. This Pilot and Observer werse en gagdd on an early

morning Artillery Patrol when they encountered a formation of six single-seat er enemy

aircraft at 4000 feet patrolling North and South ovor ALBERT, Two of these scouts
separated from the formation and Captain JONES decided to engage them., Givli ng his

Opserver an opportunity of getting in several good bursts the Pilot out-manoeuvred

one of the E.A., which went down hopelessly out of control. On hit ting the ground

it burst into flames. The other k.A. followed the first ons down to thegrouml ad
then withdrew BEast. The same day saw the celebrated Baron vonRICHTH@FEN brought down
near SAILLY-LE-SHKC, This celsbrated German airman was at the time flying a FORK ER
triplane painted all red which had sarned for him the name of "The Red Falcon". He
invariably flew in what was known as "the Richthofen Circus", a formatlion of German
airmen renowned for the number of air victories. Two machines of this Squadron
encountered the Circus about the same time as the Baron was shot down although they
were not concernsed in the actual shooting down of the celebrated enemy. Lisuts.

GARRETT and BARROW, and Lieuts. SIMPSON and BANKS were proceeding to tha line for the

purpose ®f photographing the Corps front when they saw the enemy triplames approachingd

D. D. & L., London, E.C.
(ABooy) Wt Wiy7i/Meosz 750,000 sfry Sch. 53 Forms/Casa8/14
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[ SrdSquadrﬂn, B a1 : ‘-&
WAR DIARY April (5) Army Form C. 2118, !
Ingtructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence o |
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part IL PP PR L IGHN SRS HMMARY -
| and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
) will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heoding not required.)
Remarks and
P].EE’E Dﬂtﬂ Hﬂur Eummary Df E?Eﬂtﬂ End hfﬂlﬂ]ﬁtiﬂn ' I'EfEI'E'H{!-EEEl]?l[.[} :
| Appendices |

Pnulainviila Bi/é/lﬁ Lisuts, Simpson and Banks were the first to be attacked by four of the tri planes.

The Observer fired 100 rounds at point bldank range at the E,A., one of which was seen

to separate and go down. The others wi thdrew and attacked Lisuts, Garrett ami

Barrow, The Observer in this case got in 120 rounds Lewis, in bursts and another |

of the E.A., was seen to go down out of control., Eoth Pilots then proceeded ower the 2
line and carried out their task of photographing the whole Corps fromt. On returning \
from the line, Lieuts, Simpson and Banks were again attacked by a Big formtion of =
Albatross scouts, By skilful manoeuvring, the Pilot emnabled hiz Observer to make a
running fight and fimally succeeded in evading the E.,A, and returning safely to the
aeradrome with the results of his photographic reconnaissarce,

In the meantime reports had come from the Inf antry that one of the triplanes I
shot down in the general combat which had ensued between owr scouts and the enemy
‘circus after they had been drivenluff by the REs's of this Squadron, was that of
Baron von RICHTHOFEN, The Lewis gunners of the 5th Divisional Artillery, A.I,.F..
claimed thehonor of firing the shot which brought him down, but after the matter had

been carefully investigated, the avard was made to Captatn BROWN, of No. 209 Squa dron,

RA P,

i i

(ASooy) Wi Wryrr/Meozr 430,000 512 Sch, 53 Forms/Ca.aBfig
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, WAR DIARY April .6) y
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E Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intfelligence
f Summaries are contained in F., 8. Regs., Part 11. PNPEEHEENCE-STIYEARY.
, and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages _ |
will be prepared in manuscript. | (Erase heoding not vequired.)
| Remarks and
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
Appendices

Poulainvillpe 21)4/18

23/4 /18

24 /4 /18

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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The recovery of the body of the German airman and the remains of his machire was
carried out by a party of mechanics offhis Squadron unier Lieut, W.J,WAZNEFORD,
Equipment Officer, The point at which the machins had crashed was under observstion
of the snemy lines and he consistently shelled the position by day. Despite this
1/AM Collins, C.C,., orept out to the machine and succesded in moving Baron von
RICHTHOFEN"S body. The remnants of the machine were collscted after dark aml wilth
the body, brought back to this Squadrqn'a aerodrome at POULAINVILLE, The following
afternoon the remains were accorded bruial with full military honours, a firim party
being supplied by the mechanics ou this Squadron. The coffin which was made 1n the
Squadron workshops was inscribed in Englihh and German as follows :-

GAVALRY CAPTALN MANNFRED BARON VON RICHTHOFEN,
Age 22 years, killed in action,

aerial combat, near SAILLY LE SEC,
SOMME, FRANOE, 21st April, 1918.

The weather was somewhat bad during this day al though patrols wers amn the line.

Very little information was obtained owing to bad visibility. It clsared aftsr

4,00 pom. and about twelve Zons calls were sent down.

Bad weather with poor visibility. A rather excitin- experisnce bafell Liesut.

. D. & L.., London, E.C. .
(Afooy) Wt Wir>71/Mzo3r 730,000 3517 Sch. 52 Forms/C2.18/14
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| 3rd Squadron, A.F,.C, |
; | | WAR DIARY . April (7) Army Form C. 2118,
| gt cpihe o Sl ey BN TRELICENCE—SUMMART-
'— gl grgalb ool (Erase heoding not required.
o J Remarks and
Place Date | Hour : Summary of Events and Information rf;;;f m:g
Pﬂulaiﬁ?iila | wW,V,HERBERT, Pilot, and Lisut. F.,A.,SEWELL, Observer, who, left the ground at 5.00 a.nm.
ik o and when in the naighbﬁurhuud of CORBIE became enveloped in a very dense fog. The
Pilot endeavoured to climb out of this but foumdthat his mchine was los ing hd ght
Suddenly seeing the ground bemnsath him hs flattened out and flew along at a héight
of from 15 to 30 feet from the ground dodging trees and houses. The Pilot : (
s denly realised that he was over the enemy lines, groups being seen at theiréuna. |
The Observer got ssveral good bursts of machine gun fire into the anaﬁy persomel |
at point blank rangse, The Pilot decided to land but when almost tounching the
ground an enemy battery limbered up was seen at the right wing tip. The Obser ver
fired on this at a range of about 30 feet. The Pilot again zoomsd up brushing the
branches of some trees which caused the right aileron to jam. Eventually he
climbad out of the fog at about 1800 feet and fresd nls alleron. He tham flew
_ by compass for about 15 minutes and finally ran out of the fog on to country that 3
# he could not recognise. He maintained a Westerly course and finally landed in the |
! neighbourhood of TROUV.ILLE, The machine was found  -to have bsen hit in several
\ places with rifle and machine gun firs,
| &y’
\ L e RIS g s et |
m_..ﬂ.__.___.._ﬂ.__:_u s« s - . i B e s S B n - smacn i e s el
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5rd Squadron, A, F,
WAR DIARY

Tnstructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F., 8. Regs., Part IL.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages

| will be prepared in manuseript.

— —

(Erase heoding mot required.)

Co

April (8

or
“NTEELICENCE-SUMMARY.

)

Army Form C. 2118.

i | | Remarks an
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
Appendices
Gulainvillﬂ 25 i?l& Bad weather with poor visibility. The usual patrols were carried out urer
26 18
27/4/18)difficult conditions.
28 /4 /18 | 4
29/f4/18 The weather cleared somewhat and enabled artillery patrols to obtaln many zone "
calls. The weather was rather cloudy with fair visibility. Enemy a rcraft werse
+ﬁﬂﬂt1'?-
30Y4/18 Bad weather made flying impossible for the day. f

Artillery Patrols B 109
Successfully observed

destructive shoots - 6
Photographs taken - 212
Trehch Reconnaissances - 10
Bombs dropped - 110
Contact Patrols - 1
Counter attack patrols - 59
Machine gun rounds fired

into trenches - 10100

530 hrs, 30 min,
10 of which two wer

Hours flown
Combats

-

The following Officers joined the Squadron durin
Lisut, G.W.Best, Pilot, 2/Lisut .
i M.Sheehan v .
. JePoJeffors, Obs, "
2/Lieut .,F.A,Sawell, " .

-_,__‘_—._#—:_Ll____-____ B

D. D. & L.., Lendon, E.C, ' |
(ABgay) Wt Wrrpi/Maoar 750000 5ty Sch. 53 Forms/Ce..8/14
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e decisive.
g April -
FoN,McKenna,
G’- Pi ckeri ng »
R.W.Kirkwood
We.P.,Hozlop

The followling is a summary of the work done during the month -

Pilot,
f

, Obs Bl;?ﬂl"

)From Homs
)Estab.

)

)

|
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o
e
=—ﬂw

il

RCDIG1003995



TR =T T,

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part I1. INPELHEIGENCE--SUMMARY -
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages

will be prepared in manuscript.

Srd Sqﬂadrﬂn; AF.C.
WAR DIARY

s April, 1918 (9.

(Erase heoding mot required.)

Army Form C. 2118.

o - — T —————m—m—mmm e} mm m mnm 404/ g Remarks and
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information l-ifgg;?f Eﬂtﬂu
i 2/Lieut. A.E.Deviin-Hamilton, Obs. )
PnulﬂiHVlllaso/ﬂ/la / e N.,H.Jones, Bbﬂarva: ) From Home Establishment.
. S.K.Lavers, Pilot, )
Lisute S.G.Brearlsy, Pilot, from Hospltal.
The following Officer casualties occurred -
Captain R.3.Brown, ¥1light Commander, To Home Sstablishment
Lieut. G.W,Best, Pilot, Killed
. OuGeLowis, " §
" A,W,Rees, ” Wounded to hospital
" L.Fryverg, " To Hospital
. CoLsVidler, " " .
" C.C.Matheson," To Home Esgtablishment
¥ ReG.D.Francis® : o ’
i GeA.Paul, Observer, wounded to hospital
o 0.H,Suess, " To hospital
y R.H,Taylor, " To Home Establishment
' K.C.Hodgson, " [ . |
. A,V.,Barrow, " ) | |
" H.,A,Biddle, " Sick to ho pital |
" J.Brake, Armament Officer, To Hm':;:a Eatab}mmm %
2/Lieut A.W,Dennis, E,0, .3) v
Casualties, other ranks - 8
Reinforcements joined - 13
| Strength on 30/4/18 - Officers, A,F,C, Offs.attached O.,Re A,F.C, O.R,attd.
: A i 58 ' 2 225 156
|
. 1
t,, (A8004) x&?@:%;&fiﬁgﬂdngﬁnﬁﬁ s/iy Sch.82 Forms/C2uibfrg |
R L i o . S e DRI GO AT
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N ard Sq_u&rdrﬂﬂ, A,F,C,

IARY Army Form C. 2118.
s f April, 1918 (10)
ding War Diari d Intelligence
oo Jstainid in T Tings,, Pt I INPELFIGRNCESUMMARY-

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages

will be prepared in manuscript. (Hrase heading not required.)

e ——————————————————————————————————————————— e ————————— Remarks and
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information rf;.:]l {?‘i&?
’oulainville Promotions of Officers during the month -
30/¢/18

To be Lisutenants =
2/Lieut, J.Gould-Taylor, Pllot, 28/2/18
s ®.L.Bailliosu, . 8/3/18 it |
o c.,L.,Vidler, ’ 7/3/18 1

To be 2/Lisuts and Equipment Officers, Class III
wW.0, Olass I, A,W,Dennis,
f " J.A.Elliﬁﬂn-

| D. D. & L., London, E.C. _ | |
& ' (ASooj) Wi Wrryi/Meosx 750,000 5/17 Sgh. 53 Forims/C2.:8/14 | ‘
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