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&]}Eemlim |

parcels arrived te-day from Australia, and naturally theyw were alll eagerly accepted,

3 s |

Church parade (veluntary) was held in a barn at 11,0 agM. - the Battallen Padre The Rev,
R, C, Feyster efflclating. The day was fine but celd, ﬂ

Parades under Cempany Cemmanders were held frem 9,30a.m, till 11,30, 2.m., the training heind
carried eut censisted ef smartening up drill, A great deal ef ceal is being drawn frem an
old Germen dump at BUSIGNY fer the use ef the clvilians; a G, S. waggen 1s sent with a
ce.ple of civilians and any ameunt ef ceal can be ebtalned,

Al1ly cempanies were paraded te the Medical Officer fer inspectien fer scabies, The weather
is raw nﬁ dismal and the village is exceedingly muddy, The firet big batch ef Christmas

yam |
te drizzl rades te-day were cancelled, The Q, M, breught back frem England the
g:ifglinn flag:iil‘h ¢ch is a checlate flag with a yellew and checelate fringe with a large |
rising sun in the centre werked in shades frem canary yellew te geld, Twe flags with |
Battalien celeurs and rising sun in yellew in the centre were alse recelved frem Englead
a gift from the Wemen eof Australla, The idea 1s fer ene flag te be flewn at Battalien H,Q.
fer a while and 1t is then te be, returned te Australia fer safe hapin‘. The ether remains
the preperty ef the Battallien, ﬂ .

Te=day was dismal l.nd. later in the day rain fell, During the merning the Battallien was
bethed at BUSIGNY and there they received a clean charge ef clething. ¢

Cempa yrades were held frem 9,30 a.m, t1ll 1L,30 a,m, and the time was deveted te

amrtgis up drill, Twe advence parties left during the merning - ene fwer MAZINGHIEN
area (6H, 26.62) and the ebher fer the FAVRIL area (5I, 66,26), The merning was dull and
misty, but in the afterneen the sun came eut, and it was quite pleasant after the dismal

weather we have been having,

!
Preparatiens were afeet early fer the meve = the start bei at 10,0 a,m, The transpert left
1m£;anﬂantly at 9,30 a,m, and preceeded direct te REJET DE BEAULIEU ) WHERE THE Battalien

were te be billeted, The Battalien meved eff at 10,0 a,m, in the fellewing erder C co;rw

D. D &L, Loadon, EC. -
(A10266) Wt W5300/P713 750,000 215 Sch, 82 Forms/C2118/16 '
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REJET DE ¥ e, D, B_ & A, Ceys, and prececeded the fellewing reute - VAUX.ANDIGNY MOLAIN
BEAULIEU - g'i'q hRﬁIHhHIEHE,!L'ARmPDE GUISE,MAZINGHIEN andnfneme te billets, arriving thére at
6H, 60,54, : - 2.30 p.n, A halt was made at mid-day fer a drink ef het tea frem the ceekers, which had

accempenied the Battalien, Immmediately en arrival the ceeks had a het meal ready fer the men,

| Battalien H., Q, 18 situated at 6H,60,54, The dfh was misty and damp. On arrival at

| MAZINGHIENthe 8th Brigade Band met the Battalien and played them te their blllets, The

village is censiderably damaged - having been mixed up in an attack,

8. | The day was spent in resting prier te the meve te-merrew; meve erder was issued in the merni
/
ff

which was a welceme change after such dlsmal weather, |

|
9, The fine day ef yesterday did net bear eut the pessibility ef a spell ef fine weather, fer the
start ef the march wes made at 9,0 a,m, in a drizzling rain, The erder ef march was B, Cey,
H.Qe A, C, & D, Ceys., and the reute fellewed was LE IT CAMBRESIS, LA GROISE, FAVRILand |
GRAND BEART GRAND BEART, The Battalien arrived heh villiage at B21I8Z 12,15 p.m, and was immedistely |
§I_ 94,11, billeted by the advance party, Seen after arrival a hot meal was rédy fer the men, and |
7 blankets were alse issued, The weather impreved wenderfully during the march, and the sun was
shining when the Battalien arrived, Se far ne system ef general educailen has been carried eut
in the Unit, but neminatiers fer a variety ef trades have been called fer and the persemnnel will
attend Army Werkshops, Veterinary Hespitals and the like, It is heped that very seen the -.
scheme will be &n full werji:ng erder, and all the men attending scheols ef seme sert,

10, Te=day was miserable and wet and ne training was carried eut, Lt.Cel, NcArthur left this
Battalien te take ever temperary cemmand ef the 32nd Battalien,

|

|

| i
11, Rain still centinues and it is impessible te carry eut any recreatiensl trainigg. The Padre has
secured a supply ef magazines ete, which have been distributed te the men, & |

|
iR, Rain all day rendering impessible the carrying eut ef pandas.w/ i

D. D. & L., Londen, E.C. '| '
(A10206) Wt Ws300/P713 750,000 2/1% Sch. 82 Forms/C21153/16 | |
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| GRAND BEART 13 Rain still centmnues, bu. there appears te be a likliheed ef imprevement, The Battallen is
| ‘ sti11l resting. A batch ef clerks left fer England te-day, te take up duty en A, I, F, H,Q.
Ref, Map, Sheet - in Lenden,
. VALENCIENNES |
ni 1/100,000 14 | The weather shewed signs ef imprevement, and the sun shene fitfully threugheut the day, Durin
s the mPening the C, 0, was visited by the Brigade and Divisienal Cemmanders. The C, O, held ameeting
: of all efficers at 11.30 a,m. and discussed the questien #f a Battallen Mess and alse the
| particulras en the Demehillizatlen Ferms, which are te be filled up on the 1I7th Inst, by all
members of the A,I., F. |
| 15 Cempany pmades were held frem 9,50 a.m, +111 11,30 a,m, and the time was def;t.ed te inspectiens
with & 1ittle smartening up drill, The weather was dull and threatening this mernlng, but
impreved in the afterneen and the sun shene, A great deal ef materal was sent frem the Q,M,
store ferward te FELLERIEAS - where the Battallen were to be findly billeted,
! 156 As far as plssih? ceompany parades were held, but the weather was dull and threatening, which
considerably intefered with the parades,
E iy Weather was wretched 4l day and rades were impessible, Preparatiens were afeet fer the ’ B
meve eof the Battalien tu-mnrraw.@/
AVESNELLES, 18 The Battalien mﬁ'ad out of its present billets at 9.30 a.,m. in the fellewing order - C, Cey,
He Qe D, A, and B, Ceys, and preceeded by reute FAVRIL, FAUBOURG de FRANCE, MAROILLES, MAR IX
AVESNES t ¢ AESNELLES , where it arrived at 3,30 p.m, and was billeted in the Lazarette fer the
night, A halt was made at neeon fer lunch, The day was rainy and the mech was 1 n '
censequence very unpleasant. / '
19 The Battalien meved off frem its blllet at 9,30 a.,n, in the fellgwing erder - D, Cey. H, Q.
A, B and C, Coys, and preceeded by reute FLAUMUNT te FELLERIES, hwere it arrived at 11,0 a.m,
FELLER IES and was at ebce billeted by the advance pety. The starts was made in rain, but this ceased
Ref mp Sflﬁﬂ at abeut 11,0 a,.n, Battalien He Q. 1s situated at S5A 41,71: Beth the ?illigﬂ and the
NAMUR 8 1/100, @0 © billets eccupled by tpe men are goed, and the men will be very cemfortable fer the perled of
. their leng sty hera.w
D, D. & L., London, E.C. } !
(ABs04) Wt Wrrsi/Mar 31 730,000 317 . B2 Forms/Cau18/14 |
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22,

-dewn fer their Chrigstmas dinner,

It was notified early that H. K. H. the Prince ef Wales weuld visit the Battallen at |
midday. The visit was te be strictly infermal and the men were to carry en with their erdinary
eccupatiens, Seen after midday the Prince arrived in a car accempanied by the Brigadier and
Sgaffl }?.-r the Brigade, He made the reund teur of the village inspecting seme ef the
men's m, and alse speke te severdl of them, He appeared te be verydinterested in all he

The weather is cleudy and rain thr

Saw,

s 11 sit |
" Active preparatiens are afeet 1in a rge factery where it is prepesed that the men sha 8 1
X large reem in an old Brsserie has alse been selected fer |
the Y. M, C. A., and this is being cleaned up and msde ship-shape with a comfertable reading

and recreatien roeom. \ /

Ne psrades were carried eut teday, but the preparatiens fer Christmas and the cemfert ef
the mén were precceded with. \N

Ne rain fell teday, but snew seemed to theeaten,

Chureh Parsdes were held as fellews := R, C. in the Church at BEUGNIES at 10 a.m.
C. of E, and 0. P. D. in the Dance Hall at FELLERIES at 9-30 & ¢ 1, |

A dence was held in the Dance Hall at 8 p.m., which, twe days ' previeusly, had been anneunced
to all and sundry by the village crier, DNeddless te say, the number ef couples whe desired

te dance far exceeded the accemmedatien of the Hall = added te which the fleer was net ef the ‘
best. It had never seen pelish in its existence and was thick with mud, which was breught

oo e—

in en the beets ef these dancing,

A square dance = The Lancers - wss attempted, and when

the ceuples were serted eut 1n

their preper places it was feund that there was only & space

of abeut 30 ft, square fer 20 ceuples te move in.

Needless te say there was seme confusien,

references to

and it was decided after this dance te cenfine the pregramme enly te waltzes and pelkas,
The girls ef the village turned eut 1in thelr vag best clethes, and appeared te enjey the

dance- altheugh it was crowded, Capt, R. C. ALAND. MC. wag the M. C. for the evening,

Furtherdances are being arranged at which enly twe cempanies at a time will be represeénted;

entrance will be made enly by tickets (free), @

The weather threugheut the day ws wet and very windy.

Ne parades were held teday en acceunt ef the rain and wind, Preparations are now practlically
cemplete fer the Battallen dinner fer the men = which will take placeat 1 p.m. en Christmss Dly.
The *Bat, }éqpu Sadre left t te preceed te Lenden after which he will be required te carry eut
trnm;:w;%u by te Audhda s | |

L

| =
23, |
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Compeny parades were held from°9,30 a.m, te 11,30 a,m,during which inspecilens and smarting
up drill were carried odt, The day opened brilliantly with sun, But later in the aftermeen
e¢leuds appeared and at adbout Sp,m. snew coemmenced te fall, which was intermittant all the |
evening., Preparatiens are mew complets for the Christmas dinner on the merrew, The bat,talimg
effleers megs started this merning and when in full swing premlses te be & huge success, (,;.j-‘lf

Teday the weather was fine and dry. The men of the battalien all sat dewn to a very satlsfying
dinner: all waiting being done by efficers and N.C,C.s, A large factery bullding was precured

for the eccasion and was attractlively decerated by the men, In erder that ne man eor N.C.O.
sheuld be on duty en Xmas day, durlng the general festivitles, the duties were releived and
were taken over for some hmﬂa by the officers, whe acted as Reglmental guard, transpert
drivers, Pestal men ete, [}/

1
|
|

Ne parades were carried out teday, The men suffering a recovery frem the goed time enj oyed om

Christmes day. The weather centinues wery flne, There is stfll plenty mud in the wvlllage, “D)fj

Teday was most depressing ss Lo weather condlitlons; 1t really geemed that all the rain and
wind held ower during our successful pushes towards the closing of hostilitles was deliwered
today, Despite this, however, the Brigadier General  walked over },o our battalien area to
earry out an inspection of general arrangements in blllets, (,-,7 IR

Usual parades were held, The weather was rather chilly, with intermittent rain, //1)) J ﬂ\)
Church parades were held in SARS POITERIES and FELLERIES. 3 ( .ﬂ

There were further falls of rain at Intervals during the day, which considerably interfered
with the day's routine, ;ﬂ%ﬁg :
Supply of VEREY lights abtained from & train near by,gh"lnwn up Sgring the enemy's hurried

promenade Cermanywards), was used gleefully by the varlous units located in the area. The

effeet produced far exceeded anything put up by the Boche in the late disturbance, even in hiu;

most frantiec “"wind-up" spasms, The necessary lubrication for finlshing anold, a s, Oon the

whole, friendly yeay,being ungettable, the uproar at midnight, on the 31lst, December 1918,
was not the noike it should have been, Ty
"FINI LA GUERRE": [‘ %,
D. D, & L., London, E.C. NAPOO 1818, By

(A1o266) Wt Ws300/P713 750,000 215 Sch, 82 Forms/Can18/16
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STRENGIH gs at 31,12,18 42 TH6
| AJAoM, C, 1 4
AA,0.C, 1
| | A.A.Pogt Corps. 1 |
A A . Pay Corps. 1
To wn Major,. (% batman) 1 1
Div, San, Sectilon, 1
TOTAL STRENGIH., 44 765.
DETACHED on Div.Brigade, _
Schools ,Leave ete., 15 135 |
p— e T i i w4 : |
| RATION STRENGTH 2 9 630 5
CASUALTIES for MONTH: |
D. of, W. Died of Illness, Wounded, Wounded & at duly, |
Nil 1 Nil , ¥il, |
| |
REINFORCEMENTS for MONTH. 1 |
. |
| 2 0fficers 18 0.,Ranks, 1
| Court Martial Cases, 2e |
Orderly Runiﬁ Cages, Te
" |
/ i it A~ Lt ,Colonel '
Commanding 31ls t, Battaliom A.I.F. |
: E*i
l D.D. & L., London, E.C. . |
*_ (Aro266) Wt Ws300/P713 750,000 2/1% Beh. 82 Forms/CanBfi6 ! i,
_ | v
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o, SUBJECT. .
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E. TRANSPORT OFFICERS REPORT.
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o WAR DIARY FOR DECEMBER .
APPENUIA "A"
Y
MOVE ORDER. , L :
‘ The battalien will meve frem its present billets te GRAND BEART" by march

reut® temerrew, Starting reint, Q.M. Stere,

: Time ef passing. 0900
Order of march, B,Hqrs,A,C,D,
Dresg, Tull marching erder, Midday meal te be carried,
Blankets te be relled in bundles ef net mers than tem, and
preperly labelled, Blankets muast be relled lengways,and

% cardigans and sheepskine are te be carried and net relled in

| | the bundles, any such articles feund in the rells wlll be
cenfiscated, Blsnkets te be dumped at «.M.Stere,(with valises)
at 0800,

i

(Sgd) V.L.Merpisset Capt, &Adjt,
| 31st.Battalien,
t 8,12,18, | |

—_— p——

wAR DIARY FOR DECEMBER.
APPENDIA "B"
MOVE ORDER.

| | AVESNELLES en 18&th,inst,
: 711l meve frem its present billets te
o bk Starting pPeint. w.M.Stere,
Time of passing 0930, |
= Oprder ef march, C,BHQ,D,a,B, |
Ceekers will meve in gazr of c:ﬂgzgi::.
« 100 yards bDeiween ¢ ®
gi:i:fﬂ;:ghiingyﬁrier W.P.gheets unﬂai flap ef haversack,
R's te be carried alse midday meal,
gﬁzﬁipirt as previeusly detalled will repert te yeu at 07309,

and mmst be clear by 03815,
Billets, Te be left in a sanitary conditien,

Transpert arrangements for meve te AVESNsLLES en 18th inst, and te FELLERIKES

;Eblzﬁg;rizgzi-nad vehicles will repert Le yeur cempany Hars, and will be used

r blankets, packs, effice and mess gear,
e - 1 G.S:Hugtn.

1 G.S5. Limbered wagen,
care will be necessary in the relling ef blankets and the stacking of packs te

ear te be carried,
zﬁﬁgi:r:b::;igis will be picked up st yeur Cey Hqrs by ether transpert,

be netifled later, |
'§ﬁiﬂs’nf§f§g:§i§ and S.B.R's are te be carried en the marceh,

| sdle et c"pt" % -ﬂ‘.Jt.,
.‘ - s ]
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Enlarged from Sueer 377, ‘ﬁ . H |
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WAR DIARY FOR DECEMBER.
<UARTERMASTER'S REPORT.

During the past month the Battalien ha

. 1 AL LY 185 T‘ﬁEn on 18 1 r o
E::E %;;Elzlhﬁg been donme in the way of re—equip;imngggﬂgzggz HEEL i
S bewn mﬂgt unobtalnable and the shortage of aill elothire S
duringrE£E ?;aﬂgaﬁbiﬁgteigéfiéii i:tiggs e unﬂ&t?g?i;ﬁﬂrv.

s the meat 8 en very ligsht a r ne
E:;aggeshgagznfﬁttﬁﬁen on lssue for the last %ortiight?dbﬁﬁflTaiﬁir%nffanﬂ
e unsﬁt* -~ {e rgtiﬁnﬁ have impreved but the shortage 2% pobata g
gl 1 hnftéﬂﬂﬂc ory. All mobilisation stores have been checked th§6tl
e techgi - ggs were lIndented for and the battalion is now let o
i g G;hEHB:€EE. Iren rations were wWithdrswn anﬂ'ara'nuw §E§de o4
- Eﬂﬂkﬁhdeﬂﬂr titallen Christhas d&inner was & great success, apd Efg?
v e ﬂﬂm; ve great credit for the work they did td make it ~

| - orts have been ebtalned frem A C.FP o
&rfioultaes. +“ol's oWing to transpert
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WAR DIARY FGR DECEMBER 1918,
TRANSPORT OFFICERS REPORT.

" During the last week of November, the transport moved

"BECQ IGNI“,*whan:thﬁy'ﬂccuﬁied z00d billetg in farms.tG

A further move eastward to "RE JET DE BEAULIEU" dquring the

first week in December resulted in the transport reaching
FELLERIES", its destimation on Dec, 19th, Here both fhe
stabling for the animals, and the menfs billets were ex-
cellent, After a few days rest, wagons were washed and harness
cleiPE§; Lftar, intcgnjunﬂtinn'with the usual routine of

work, the transporti began to prepare for the Brigade

to be held in the New Year, . il

51,12,1918, ‘“"hﬁjj— = ‘ '  Lieut,

Transport Officer 31st, Battn,

~,
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