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WAR DIARY.
GeSe,(0), GeHeQe, E.B.F.
JANUARY 1918.
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Kelsb.
Kilo 207. l. OPERATIONS.
Jen. 1lst. 0745. XXI Gorps wired nothing to report. (G.333)

0802. XX Corps reported situstion unchanged (T.2129).

1240, XX Corps reported situsation unchanged.(7T.2139).
1250. Desert Mounted Corps wired nothing to report (G.A.160).

1258. XXL Corps wired situation uncheanged. Enemy artillery
active on srea 084.C.21. (G.2)

1451. XX Corps wired total casuglties for Corps on December
27th,28th end 29th were :- :
Officers,29 killed,58 wounded, l. missing.
Other renks,230 killed,1129 wounded,76 missing.(T.1l242)
1745. XXI Corps reported situation unchanged. (G.4).

1810. Desert Mounted Corps wired all quiet. (G.A.163).

1837. XX Corps wired situation unchenged,lothing to report.(T.2148

22807. Wired evening situastion report to Chief London,repeated
Bagdad snd Sslonika. (B.A.680).

Recei ved Desert Mounted Corps Operstion Order Ho.ll.,or-
dering the relief of the Australian Mounted Divi sion in

the line by the Austreliasn and New Zealand Mounted Division
and the withdrawal to the neighbourhood of Deir El Belah
of the *eomenry Mounted-Division, the Australien Mounted
Diviegion and the 7th Mounted Brigsade.

Letter to $he Senior Military Officer,Bgyptian Amy,Cairo,
in answer to his letter of the 22nd Deceanber,in which a
detachment of 2 Bri tish Officers and 150 N.C.0s.and men

of the Bgyptian Army were placed at the disposal of the
B.B.F, for service with Kite Bglloon Sections, informing
him that the cost of transport of this detachment from the
Sudan, and of its upkeep whilst with the E.E.F.would be
met from Imperiel Funds. (G.S.530/1).

Letter to G.0.C.,Desert liounted “orps approving the sugges-
tion that the following changes should ne made in the amount
of anmunition carried in Horse Artillery Brigade Ammunition
Columns -
(a) 13-pdr.ammunition - en increase of 50 rounds per gun.
(b) S.A.A. - & decrease of 366,000 rounds.
The extra ld-pdr.ammunition to be taken from the Corps dump
esnd the surplus S.A.A. being retumed to the Corps dump.

(G.3.912).

Wire from Wer Office sgying it is not possible to approve

of additions to the establishments of Signal Units asked

for in letter G.S.710 of November 17th. (49028 S.D.2b).
(The units whose establishment it was proposed to in-

crease were (-
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Kelab.

Kilo.207. Corps Signal Company, Ceble Sections, Airline Sections,

Jan. lst. General Headquarters Signal Company, Signel Sections,
Corps Heavy Artillery).

" end., 0758. XXIst Corps report situation unchanged. G.6.

0801l. Desert Mounted Corps wired wuiet night, nothing to report.
GeAsl72,

0828. XXth Corps report situstion unchanged. T.2151.
1712. Desert Mounted Corps wired, nothing to report. G.A.175.

1813. XXIst Corps reported considersble setivity about 0.84.X.26.d.
and K.27.c. A party of 20 enemy sattacked one of our ob-
gservation posts in a wod at 0.84.C.11.,8t 0700 this morn-
ing. We lost 1 O0.R. wounded amd one missing. A strong
patrl sent out immedistely afterwards found the wood clear,
Ge 9o .

1857. XXth Corps wired, 10th Division report Harashweh area clear
of enemy. Our patrols entered Mezeirat el Kibliyeh 0.99.
Ge2l.b. 8t 0930 and the natives reported that Turks evacua-
ted thet village sbout December 3lst. Situation nommal on
Corpse front. T.2164.

2245. BEvening situstion report wired to Chief,London repeated
Baghded and Salonika. B.A.682.

Wired to Southern Canel Section,ordering the Pathan Company,
. 98th rifles to move to Suez for embarkation for East Africs.
0.A.T.416.,

Wired to Genersal Officer Commanding,Alexendria Distriect,
ordering the 390th and 391st Siege Batteries R.G.A. to embark
for Italy et an early date. 0.,A.T. 415.

Letter to General Officer Commanding, Palestine L.of C. Defen-
ges,ordering the Section (2 - 60 prs.) of the 195th Heavy
Battery, now situated st ®elsh for Anti-submarine defence,

to be moved to Jaffa for the same duties. G.S.679/23.

Letter to B.Ge.GeS.,Hed jaz operations in answer to his letter,
asking for the Arab Scouts to be placed at his dispossal, in-
forming him that this unit was under the orders of Frontier
Districts Administration, to provide escorts for the protec-
tion of parties engazed in the opening of wells and re-erec-
tion of the telegraph line in Sinei, and could not therefore
be spared for service in Arsbia. 2/58/26/T.

Force Qrder No.58. issued.

2. MISCELLANEOUS.

Letter to Yeneral Officer Commanding XXIst Corps,informing
him that in future one Kite Bslloon Section R.F.C.,would be
stationed at Zeitoun, for instructional purposes. G.S5.250.

Letter to Yenersl Officer Commanding XXIst Corps, informing
him that it is proposed to start & course of instruction in
the Barr and Stroud Renge Finder at Zeitoun for Indiam Troops.

G.S.8/24.

Letter to Genersl Officer Command ing, Palestine arigade R.F.C
giving provisionel sshection for the issue of horses to R.F.C.

Units as follows:-
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Kelab. Brigede H. Qi Ze

Xilo.207. Wing H.Q. 2e
Jan.2nd. Squadron. De
- Balloon Wing H.Q. 2e
Balloon Company H.Qe 2e

Balloon Section H.Q. 2 G.S.294,

A letter No.G3.5.294 has to-day been sent to the War Office
asking spproval to include the above horses in the War Es-
teblisments of the Units concerned.

Letter to the Secretary,Wsr Office,asking for & fourth Machine
Gun Compeny to be sent out to each Division. G.S5.913.

Letter to Genersl Officer Commanding,Delta and Western Force,
informing him that the War Office has sanctioned the disband-
ment of the 25th (Calcutta) Motor Machine Gun Battery. Officers
and other ranks of this unit who are willing will be reposted
or trensferred as above will be returned to India. G.S5.478.

Wire from Chief Delhi asking for certain Indian Officers

and other ranks of the 1/23rd end 2/23rd Sikh Pioneers to be
sent to India to fomm & nucleus for the 5/25rd Sikh Pioneers
which will shortly be farmed in India. 942.

Wired to the High Commissioner, informing him that from mid-
day Jenuery 7th, & subordinste commsnd, designated Force in
Bgypt, will be created. B.A.681.

Jen. 3rd.0724.1. OPERATIONS.
Desert Mounted Corps wired quiet night. Hnthingt? rep i::'r::'t.i
GeA.178

0811 .XX Corps wired 10th Divi sion report that at 1400 yesterday
the enamy were holding a weak line of posts 099 ,Pebe8e6546e
t0 Pe5.b.10.10.,Deir es Saidieh, with two machine guns dis-
playing some activity at last plaece. Bnemy &lso seen in
Deir Abu Meshsel, 085, X.30.b. (T.2169).

0822 .XXI Corps repprted reorgenisation of line of 52nd Division
completed. (G.10.).

1100.The Commender-in-Chief held & conference of Corps Commanders
at Letron. The Minutes of the conference are showm &8 an

appendix,

1437 .Desert Mounted Corps wired with reference to the conference
held this morning. It is proposed that one regiment amnd 16
machine guns of the Australian end llew Zesaland Mounted Divisior
take obWer duties of observation on the 6th instent,coming
under orders of the XX Corps. Propose leaving the remainder
of the A. & N.Z.Mounted Division in the Bscud serea until
siding st Kilo.293 is completed. (G.101).

1722 .Wire to Desert Mounted Corps, repeated XX Corps &approving the
proposgls contained in the sbove telegram, and saying that
the siding st Kilo 293 will probably be completed on the 1l2tn

instant. (@.A.81).

1800.XXI Corps reported enemy patrol sbout o0 men Seen moving East
from Rentis &t 1530. Bnemy shelled left section of 54th
Division front snd right section of 52nd front. No dam&age

was reported. (G.13).

1911.XX Corps reported Haresheh, G.27.b.was occuplied today by the
10th Division without opposition. Line now runs Kh lMeiderus,
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KEelsab.
Kilo.207. 1911,

2008.
256380,

Jan.4th.
g729.

082%<.

0826.

0934.

1235.

1850.

————— e e el — —— EE v

P.4.8., - Haresheh - Sh Aisa, G.27.8. - G.25 central - F.27.
centrel. The following reported cleer of enemy Mezelirat el
Kibvliyeh, G.21., Deir Ammar, F.10., Jemmaleh,F.9.,Shebtin, Z.
u 15 3 Situetion unchanged on reat of front. (T.2182).

Desert Mounted “orps wired nothing to reports (G.A.186).

Bvening situation report wired to Chief, London,repeated
Baghded and Selonika. (B.A.684).

Wire sent t0 G.0.C.,Alexandris Distriet, ordering the C.O,
and smell detechment of 95th Heavy Artillery Group to join
XXI Corps. (0.&.?.41’?]._

Wire received from Chief London at 0800 with regard to fu-
ture policy in Palestine (49150)

At 2305 wire despatched to Chief London in answer to the
gbove. (B.A.683).

Msp showing situstion of our troops and of the enemy troops
at 1800 is shown in the Map Appendix,

2 «MISCELLANBOUS.

Wire received from Wer Office approving estsblishment for
Rest Camp &8 under :-
All sppointments to be filled from local resources and
to be temporary.
Commendeant, Lieut.-Col.
Ad jutent,
Quartemaster.
Sergt-Major W.0.,Class I.
Quartemsast er-Sergeant.
Orderly room Sergeeant.
Sergeant cooks 2.
Officers Mess Sergeents 2.
Clerks 3. (49128 S.D.2).

Wire received from R.F.C.,MMiddle Bast,reporting that Brig-
Genersl Sslmond hed taken over command from Major-General
Brancker. (A.3960).

le OPERATIONS.
Desert I ounted Corps wired nothing to report. (G.A.191).

XX Corps reported csvelry patrol reached Munter,ll4,Q.l%.
yesterday. 10th Division drove Turkish post off Kh.
Askariyeh, P.¥5. causing 18 enemy casualties. Turks retired
to G.24. (T.2185]'-

XXI Corps reported situation unchanged. Between 0615 and
0715 hostile sireraft dropped 4 bombs about 084.,F.50.Db.,

3 bombs sbout 085.,0.29.c. and 4 bombs in the vieinity of

Corps Headgquarters. (eslT)s

XX Gorps reported 60th Divi sion have occupied Point 2635 &t
Ues2.central.,and have establiched small post on hill in U.J.

(7.2187),

XXI Corps reported thet their Corps Headquarters had opened
at the french Schools, Jaffa. (G.17).

XXI Cor ps reported considerable hostile artillery activity
on front of 52nd Division left Section,Heasdquarters were
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Kﬂlﬂh-
Kilo.207. 1850. accurately shelled this afternoon. At 0930 en enemy battery
with & mounted escort advenced to A.27. and came into action.

Our ertillery retaliated on enemy troops eand bivouses. (G.18)

1855, Desert Mounted Corps reported at 0545 this moming star shelk
were observed North of and & considerable distance from

Malin. Otherwise nothing to report. (G.A.196).

1912, XX Corps reported Ibn Obeid, 100.L.25. reoccupied this morn-
ing without opposition. Slight opposition was encountered
this morning when occupying Point 2635 in U.Z2.,the enemy
holding it with & detachment of about 40 méth one machine
gun. About 40 enemy were seen on ridges N.amd S. of Abu
Kush,M.19. El Muntar was visited by pastrols yesterday and
today, who were fired on from HN.W. A few enemy were Seen
S.B. of that place.

2223, Bvening situation report wired to Chief London,repeated
Baghdad and Salonika. (B.A.687).

2. MISCELLANEOUS.

Wire sent to Royal Flying Corps, Middle Bast, approving the
proposal to send the Staff of the Training Group at Heliopo-
1ie in turn to visit Pslestine Brigade R.F.C. for short pexie
periods, so as to keep in touch with the situation and re-

quirements of the Palestine front. (0.A.28).

Force Order No.59 issued.

‘Jen. 5th. 1. OPERATIONS.
0727. XXI Corps reported situation unchanged (G.20).
0754. Desert Mounted Corps wired nothing to report.(G.A.199).
0814, XX Corps reported situation unchanged. (T.2204).
1053, XX Corps repowted Corps Headquarters closed at Latron &t

0900 snd reopened st the same hour at the Gemman Hospital
on the Mount of Olives. (G.l).

1805. Desert mounted Corps reported considerable enemy movement
of men snd camels Seen on works East of Abu Meshal to-day.
2nd A.L.H. Regiment relieved 4th A.L.H. Brigade by 1600,
and passed commend of XX Corps. (G.A.205).

1805. XX Corps reported situsastion unchanged. (G.23).

1937. XX Corps reported 53rd Divi sion has completed relief of

60th Division in Bireh area, snd 60th Division has relieved
53rd Division in Jerusalem area. 4th Light Horse Brigadse
relieved by 2nd Light Horse Regiment. An enemy patrol
spproeched our post st Tel Miriam, 099, X.10., but was
driven off. (T.2813).

£2340. Bvening situation report wired to Chief,London,repeated
Bagdad snd Sslonika. (E.A.689).

Let ter to G.0.C.,XX Corps with regard to future operations
on the right of his Corps.

2.MISCELLANEQUS.

A memorandum submitted by G.0.C.,0o0acstal Section,Delta and
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Kelab.
Kilo.207. Wes tern FPorce,on the subject of training of Light Car
Jan.5th. Patrols is show &s an sappendix.

A copy of this was sent to G.0.C.,Desert Mounted Corps.

Wire to War Office with regard to the possibility of roll-
ing stock for the Jerusalem - Jaffe railway being supplie
from Freance. | :

Southern Cansl Section Order No.56,dated Jan.lst received,
ordering 49th Indian Infantry Brigaede to concentrate at
Ismeilia on completion of relief of the lst Battalion I.C.C.
by the 3rd Battalion I.C.C. The 1lst battalionm I,0.C. will
be distributed as under :-

Ferdan. Company,less detachment on duty on the
Kantara cordon under the orders of Pelestine
L.of C.

Serapeum. L.Company.

Kubri. 1l Company.

Ismeailia. Headquarters and 1 Company.

1st Gerrison Battalion Royel Werwickshire Regiment, less
detachment at Cairo, will move to Suez in relief of lst
Garrison Battalion Notts. and Derby Regiment,which is
under orders to move to Cairo.

Jan.6th. l. OPERATIONS.
0812, XXI Corps reported situstion unchenged. Enemy dump of 800
shells near Ras en Aln successfully blown up by 54th Divi-
sion. (G.25.).
0837. XX Corps reported situation unchenged. (T.2215).
1730. XXI Corps reported situation unchanged. (G.29).

1940. XX Corps repor ted reconnaissance towards Marsaba, 114, Q.29.,
found no sign of enemy. (T.2224).

2200. EBvening report wired to Chief London, repeated Salonike and
Bagiad. (B.A.690)

2. MISCELLANEOUS.

Letter to the & Corps with regard to the economy in Man
Power in units of the Signsal Servdce. (G.S.722).

Letter to G.0.C.,Force in Egypt, informing him thet when
the relief of the 1/10%st end 2/10lst Grenadiers on the
Sout hern Cansal had been completed, these two bat talions
would join 20th Indian Infentry Brigesde, in which they will
be incorporated, and the 49th Indien Infantry Brigade will
then cease to exist. Brig.-General Murray will assume com-
mand of the 20th Indiamn Infantry Brigads. He will &also
have under his command the Imperi al Service Cavalry Brigsade.
The two sections 110th Indism Field Ambulance, at present
with the 49th Indi an Infentry Brigesde will join the 157th
Indien Field Ambulence at Bl Arish, aend fomm & casualty
clearing station there for Indian troops. The Signal Sec-
tion of the 49th Indisn Infantry Brigade will rejoin the
Base Signal Depot at Alexaendria on the breaking up of the

Brig‘&da. (Gi3i34g).
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Kelab.
Kilo.207.
Jan. 6th.

Jen .7th.
0755.
0825,
1825.

1926.

2235,

Jan .8t h.
0730.

0745,

Letter to G.0.C.,Delta and Western Force approving of his
proporal to send & reconnaissance party to the Bastern
edge of the Kufre Oasis. (K/28/8).

G.HeQe is in communication with the Itelian Government with
regerd to this reconnaissance. It will therefore not start
until & reply has been received.

Continuation of Desert Mounted Corps Order Nfo.ll and G.0.
50, both of December 91st, received.

Telegram received from Wer Office giving approval for es-
teblishment of “esdquarters, Corps Heavy Artillery.
(49396 S.D.2b).

Telegrem received from War Office approving establishment
of Imperial School of Imnstruction, Egypt, but altering the
grading of the Commandant to G.S.0.l.,and Assistant Com-
mendant for “raining to G.S.0.2.

Renks of Administrative Staff approved, with 2/- a day
extra duty pay for Assistant Commandant in charge of
Administration, but gredings not approved. (493595 B.D.2b).

l. OPERATIONS.
XXI C orps reported situation unchenged. (G.31).
XX Corps reported situstion unchanged. (T.2227).

XXI Corps reported unchanged. Unusual amount of enemy move-
ment near Jiljulieh. (G.35).

XX Corps wired 60th Division report that at 1445 enemy party,
estimated at 50, worked up the Wedi Netif towards Jeba,
X.21l.4. They were dispersed by our artillery and machine
gun fire. A party of asbout 100 Turks seen in Mukhmas,X.5.d.
this afternoon. (T.2238)

EBvening report wired to Chief,London,repeated Bagdad and
Salonika. (B.A.693).

2. MISCELLANEOUS.

Letter to Secretary,Wer Office, in answer to No.5/761 (D.F.Wd
dated 12th December 1917, reporting that no gas-proof doors
were required for Coast Defence Works in this country

(G.S.485/8).

Wire received from Major-Generel Watson reporting that he
assumed command of the Force in Egypt at 1200 to-day. (B.G.3)

Wire received from' War Office, addressed G.H.Q.,france, re-
peated Bgypforce, ordering Frence to prepare $ Broad Gauge
Reilway Construction Companies for despatch to Egypt as soon
as possible. These units are to return to France before

April. (49468 S.Du2. ).

L. OPERATIONS.

XXI Corps reported fires seen in enemy lines near Jiljulieh
at 2245 and 2315. (G.36)

XX Corps wired nothing to report. (T.2840).
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Kelsab.

Kilo.207.,

Jan.8th, 1730. XXI Corps wired situation unchanged. Enemy parties near
Mezeibah dispersed by our artillery. (G.39).

1858. XX Corps wired Corps Cavelry reported ground li miles Bast
and North of Kh Jinjis, 114.Q.8.central, and high ground
overlooking Mar Sabs all clear. Patrols reported sall clesar
at 099, X. 24.a. No enemy activity on our front.(T.2250).

2500. Wired evening report to Chief,London,repeated Bagdad and
Selonika. (E.A.695).

2.MISCELLANEQUS.
London .
0745. Chief/wired that it may be hecessary to send additional
garrison battalion to India and enquiring whether this bat-
telion coudd be provided by Bgypt. (49527)

1000. Wire from Chief London stating that Foreihn QOffice proposes
to indtruect High Commissioner to approach G.0.C-in-C. with
& view to employing two Italien and two French officers
in the sdministration of Palestine, provided that Military
operations are not thus hindered. suggests one French
Officer as Deputy Governor, Bethlehem, and the other in
8 sanitary or police post, and the two Iteliamn officers
in similar posts. All of these would be under orders
and solely responsible to G.0.C-in-C.,B.E.F. (49697).

1500, Wired to Palestibe L.of C. and Governor,El Arish, ordering
Arab Scouts to move from Beersheba to Nekhl on the 19th
instant, =nd main body on 21lst instant. On arrival at
Nekhl Arab Scouts will come under Frontier Districts 3
Admini st ration. (G.S.168).

1505. Wired Monthly Railway Report for December to Troopers,
Lﬂlld m . (E-L; ?2?) L]

1950. Wired Chief,London, reference his 49527. The 1lst Gerrison
Battalion Bssex fegiment from Khartoum could be spared
when its relief now in progress has been completed. Unable
at present to spare sny further Garrison bsttalions.(B.A.694]

Letter to Secretary, War Office with reference to War 0ffice
telegram 40112 S.D.2., dated 24th August 1917, submitting
guestion of the ranks of the Army Postal Directorate with
recommendsations. (G.S.140).

Jan. 9th. l. OPERATIONS.
0700. XXI Corps wired situstion unchanged. (G.42).

0840. XX Corps wired situathon report. 10th Division report
smell body seen moving towards Deir Abu Meschal, 085,X.30.
from post about 1000 yards South East of village. 68 F.A.B.
moved to Amas. XXI Corps and 5%rd Division report no
enemy activity on their front. 60th Division Corps Caval-
rg patrol report Marssba, 114, Q.5. all clear. Patrol
fired on from Q.18.=s. (T.2853).

1765, XXI Corps wired enemy party in U.25.b.dispersed by our
artillery. Three enemy sircraft flew over left sector
and Jaffa at 1530. (G.45).

1900. XX Corps wired a few enemy shells of small calibre evident-
ly fired at long renge from direction Jufna, 099 ,M.l6.a.,

burst high over Surdah,099,M.27.a.,and also West of it.
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Kelab.
Kilo.207.
Jan.9th. 1900. 10th Division report at 0900 smell enemy perty observed

gpparently relieving post S.E. of Deir Abu Meshal, 089,
X.30.be.,8t 1200 a few enemy shells burst about 600 yards
N.N.B. of Mezeirat el Kibliyeh, 099, G.2l.b.,position of
gun unobserved. Patrols report high ground North of
line Jemmelah - Shebtin and sbout 099, F.l8.central.,
clear of enemy. (t.2259),

2. MISCELLANEOQOUS.

0545. Wire from Troopers London, requesting information as 1o
railway policy as regards use of captured lines. (49578).

1045. Wire from Troopers, London, approving appointment of
C.R.E. at Jerusslem with renk of Lieut-Colonel. (49571)

1930. Replied to Chief London, reference his 49497, that situ-
stion does not at present admit of the employment of
Itelisn or French officers in the administratiem of
Palestine, but that the services of one Italian EXXEXXEEEN
and one French sanitary or medical officer to act under
?ilitary}a&ministratnra would be sccepted willingly.

B.A,696).

1045. Wire from Troopers,London,approving establishments, and
rank of clerks, for Force in Egypt (49570 S.D.2b).

Letter to Secretary,War 0ffice, forwarding proposed es-
tablishnents of the following formstions :-

Headquarters,3.0.C., Force in Egypt.
Hesdquerters, Delta and Western Force.
Hesdquarters, Alexandria District. (G.S.894).

Letter to Secretary,War 0ffice forwarding proposed es-
tablishment for the Hesdquarters of Palestihe Lines of

Communication.

Jen. 10th., 1.0PERATIONS.

0550. Generasl Wingste, Cairo wired that Sherif Nasr has made
furt her subatsntial progress North of Msan, and has oc-
cupied Jauf er Derwish, capturing over 200 prisoners,
inecluding 7 officers, and slso & field gun and two machine
guns. 80 Turkish dead counted. Arabs slso claim to
have seriously desmaged two trsins. 30 prisoners &also
captured in separate engagements at Kalsat Anelza.

(A.B.959).
0744, XXI Corps wired situation unchanged. (G.48).

0850. XX Corps reported that yesterday afternoon one of their
patrols, on reaching 099,G.30.d.,was fired at by enemy
post of six rifles. our ertillery fired on slight enemy
movement in Abu Kush, 099, M.l9.c. at 1600 yesterday.

(T7.,2261).

1753, XXI Corps wired 52nd Division report enemy shelled right
section with 5.9 and 4.2. (G.49).

patrol
1933, XX Corps reported/to 099, F.23.a. and Jemmallah sSaw no
enemy. Enemy patrol observed at 0815 just south of Abu
Kush, 099 ,M.19.c. Quiet day on Corps front. (T7.2270)
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Kelab.

Kilo.207.

Jan.10th. 2131. Aeronautics G.H.Q. reported bombing attack carried out
by R.F.C. 8gainst tergets at Amman and Kissir on the
Hed jaz railway. 62 bombs were dropped,some direct
hits being obtained on troops,rolling stock and build-
iﬂgE- (Sll]l

2200, Wired evening report to Chief London,repeated Bagdad
and Salonika. (B.A.699)

2o MISCELLANEOUS.

0319. Wire from Troopers enquiring whether, instead of addi-
tional Transportation Section requested in E.A.722 of
the 4th instant, requirements would not be met by
bringing two of the existing sections to establishment
auhtori sed for France. (60792 M.R.2c.).

1000. Wire from ‘roopers,reference B.A.783 of January 5th.,
stating that present establishment of 7th Divisional
Artillery will be retained. (49642 S.,D.2).

1230. Wire from Troopers steting that one Flight of No.l44
Squadron is to be desp&t ched for service in Salonica as
soon &s possible. (49688 M.S.l).

1430, Cabled Troopers requesting approval for reorganisation
of Pack Artillery into two composite brigades, each
consi gting of 2 - 3.7" Howitzers and one 2,75" gun
hﬂttﬁry . (!l‘l- 7352 ]'

Letter to G.0.C,.,Force in Egypt, informing him thet the
proposal of the G.0.,C.,Royal Flying Corps, Middle East,
that the transport of the detachment of the R.F.C..,now
gstat ioned at Matruh to Alexandrias for anti-submarine work,
haes been epproved. (G.S.104/21).

Let ter to Secretary, War Office, requesting sanction for
the formation of & Pilot's Base Depot,R.F.C.

Advenced G.H.Qe closed at Sejed at 12 noon and openeda &t
the same hour at 071, V.l8.s8.

Jan.llth. 1.0PERATIONS.

0600. Gemeral Wingate reported R.F.C. again effectively bombed
lMaan yesterday, dropped nearly half a ton of bombs on
IacfarxPrxwiksik railway station. Haeve now received
further informstion indicaeting thet raid on Jamfer Der-
wish reported yesterday took place between January Jdrd
and January 7th, Arabs remaining fully three days in
occupeation. During that time six-srched bridge North
of Station was damaged with bombs and &ll rolling stock
in station was burnt. Subsequently Arsabs withdrew to
positions West of railwasy teking prisoners and bootly.
Arabs re;imr‘-':ad to have suffered very slight casualties.
(A.B.960).

0737. XXI Corps wired nothing to reppet. (G.51).

08%4. XX Corps wired fresh enemy camp of about 150 men ceen
yesterday at 099,N.l.&. OQur Patrols yesterday visited
Deir Ammer, 099, F.10. snd Beit EBllo,F.6. When in lat-
ter plasce our patrolg was fired at by enemy patrol.

Villagers reported Turks in Neby s&eleh,C.12.,and mounted
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Turks in Kubar,D.28. (T.2274).

XXI Corps reported situation unchanged. Artillery shelled
enemy party at U.25.b.8.9. (G.54)

XX Corps wired that officers patrol proceeded to Ain

Farah,113,F.2.c.,and found well also running water in
Wadi. 160th Brigsde relieved 159th Brigade in 59rd

Divi st onal left sector. Ususl slight enemy movement

near Abu Kush. (T.22884).

Wired evening report to Chief London,repeated Salonika
and Bagdad. (E.A.751)

Genersl Wingeste wired operstions in Maan district had been
impeded by heavy smmow. G$old intense. 10 men died from
exposure yesterday. Otherwise nothing to report.(A.B.970)

2. MISCELLAKEOUS.

General Staff, Hedjaz QOperetions, Caliro, wired that the
formet ion of a small British-led unit from the Yeminl De-
tachment undergoing training at Ismailia has been definite-
1y sbandoned. (Q/563/4) : |
(The originel proposal for the employment of this
unit smensted from the Genersl Staff, Hedjaz operations,
on the 28th December 1917, as it was considered that
the services of & disciplined mobile unit of this
naturs would be of inestimable velue for employment
_ from Aksbe in the proposed operastions agesinst the
Turkish railway). .

Wire from Troopers,London, sanctioning A.D.C. To G.0.C.,
Lines of Communications. (49775 S.D.

Wired Troopers Lond on,requesting sanction for increase
to establishment of Instructors at School of Imstruction,

Zeitoun. (B.A.734).

Letter to G.0.C.,Force in Egypt, with reference to the
abolition of permesnent posts at Shebb, and their replace-

ment by Cer patrols. (Z/28/8).

1.0PERATIONS.

XXI Corps wired raport by 52nd Division that mosque &t El
Heram wes shelled yesterdsy by 77 mm.battery. (G.57).

XX Corps wired situation normel on right flank. Patrol
to Kh.Annir, 099, F.22.b.,t0o within 300 yards of Kh.Annir
ssw no enemy. 68th F.A.B.now st L.3l.central. (T.2288).

XXI Corps wired situastion unchanged. Dgy post at V.l6.a.
and Ridge north of it reported by 5Znd Divigion to have
been found occupied by Germens this morning. Enemy were
driven off and ridge occupied. One German with range-

finder csasptured. (G.50) .

Desert Corps wired that the move of the A. & N.Z, Division
to eres Kh Deiran, Richon le Zion, Wedil Hanein, has been

completed. (G.A.237).

XX Corps reported patrol reasched Ain el Alia, 099,V.4.4. at
dewn this morning. Sm=ll enemy petrol from direction of

et Talyibeh, 099, N.24.a. seen in Wadli Bl Ain. Deir Diwan

RCDIGTO04191



Kelsab.

Kilo.207.

Jan.l2th. 0929,V.22.8. reconnoitred and found all clear. Slight
enemy Shelling of road in 099,V.4.D. Bhemy sniping
fairly active opposite 55rd Division left sector, &l so
an occasional shell. 10th Division report small ehemy
patrol seen yesterday on Sheikh Gifeith,099, F.l1l0.b. Our
patrols to-day resched within 400 yards of Beit Ello, 099,
Ped.d.,g00d obgervation of village and surroundings ob-
tained but no enemy seen. (7.2299).

2530, General Wingste wired Sherif All reports successful raid
on Turkish post in viecinity of Hafirrs and destruction
by Arabs of importent reilway bridge between Hafirra and
Bowat. Nothing to report in lMaan area. (A.B.979).

2240. Wired evening report to Chief London, repested Salonika
and Bﬂgdﬂdu (3111?53)1

2. MISCELLANEOUS.

0600. Troopers, London,wired that as soon as it is reported
fit for further service, lst Battalion Cape Corps,lsately
employed in Bast Africa campaign eand now recuperating in
South Africa,will be sent to Egypt. Haelf a Machine Gun
Company is &also being organised and trained, Unit will
probably not be ready to embark before April and will
proceed to Egypt without rifles or machine guns and will

be equipped on arrival. 1000 stands of arms S.M.L.E.

will be sent as early &s possible to D.0.S.Alexandrisa.
(49797) . |

0730, Troopers london wired that it is not now possible to
spare from France the three Railway Construection Compan-
ies, referred to in War Office telegram 49468 of Hanuary

6th, the orders for the despstch of which have accordingly
been cencelled. (49810).

1845, Wired Troopers,London, reference War O0ffice telegram 49318

of January 4th, that No.l1l96 and 197 Trainiang Squadron,R.F.
C. will be cancelled &s such. (B,A.737).

Jan.loth. 1l .0PERATIONS.

0730. XXI Corps wired situation unchanged. (G.102).

0835, XX Corps wired Mukhme&s was raided early this morning by
party of 2/17th London Regiment,180th Infantry Brigade.
Village cleared and 5 prisoners teken. Our casualties
1 slightly wounded. (T.2302)

1803. XXI Corps wired situstion unchanged. (G.65).

1945, XX Corps wired petrols report high ground in square 099,
F.l8. and Shebtin, Square 085, Z.ll. clear of enemy.
(T7.2310).

2145. Genersel Wingate wired no change in the situation. (A.B.981)

2320, Wired evening situation report to Chief London, repesated
Selonika and Bagdad. (B.A.755).

2 JISCELLANEOUS.

1115. Wired Britannia,Port Said, requesting the services of HNaval
Diving Party until the construction of the second bridge

over the Auja is completed (B.A.754).
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Kilo.207. 0740, Wire from Iroopers London,&epproving generally alteration
Januery l1ldth. in organization of Pack Artillery, requested in E.A.

732 of Jenuary 10th (49914 S.D.2)

1200. Wire from Troopers,London,aspproving grading of Staff
Captain for Camp Commsendant for Political Mission.
(49906 dated 12th).

1215, Wire from “roopers,London,spproving reference E.A.730
of January 9th,stsating that D.A.A.G. will continue to
be graded a&s D.A.A.G. (49905 S.D.2 dated 12th).

2300. Letter to G.0.C.,Pelestine Brigade R.F.C.,regretiing
that the distribution of Anti-Aircraft batteries ren-
ders it impossible to increase the number of Anti-Alire
craft guns to be used for the protection of G.H.Q.
(GeS.886)

Letter to Secretary,War Office reporting on the es-
tabli Elma)nt of the Inland Water *ransport,Bgypt.
{G‘IS!484 ] 1

Letter to Secretary,War O0ffice,requesting certain ad-
ditions to War Establishments of ®eadquarters,Desert
Mounted Corps.

Jen. l4th. 1. OPERATIONS.
0710. XXI Corps wired situation unchanged. (G.69)
0745. XX Corps wired situation unchanged during night.(T.2312)

1805, XXI Corps wired situation unchenged. 52nd Division
report enemy shelling centre sub-section of right sec-
ti on. (G.70).

1935, XX Corps wired smell enemy post and probable M.G. em-
placement observed on Arnutieh, 099,M.22.d. this mormn-
ing. Small enemy movement observed Abu XKush and Deilr
Abu Heshsal. Patrol of 30th Brigade to Beit Ello,099.
F.5.b. was attacked on entering village by about 25
Turks. 3 of the enemy were killed, 2 being shot and
one bayoneted. Our casuglties nil. (T.2324),

2150. Generel Wingste wired Tafile,20 miles North of Shobek,
has been occupied by Arabs and entire garrison of 80
Turks captured.

Snow storms and intense cold contiue Northern ares.
No change southern area. (A.B.986).

2245, Wired evening report to Chief,London,repeated Salonika
end Bagdad. (B.AT57).

2. Miscellansous.

0213. Wire from *roopers,London, spproving additions to
Labour Directorste proposed in G.S.584 dated 5th De-
cember. (61329 S.D.2).

0615, Cable from T roopers, London, stating that 7 vacancies -
%3 for the Senior Course and 4 for the Junior Course -
can be sllotted for 3rd Staff Course at Cambridge,com-
mencing March 30th. (49995 S.D.1).
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Jen.l4th. 0900. Troopers,London,cabled that the 38th Jewish Battalion,
Royal Fusiliers will be despatched early in February for

service in Pelestine. (50016 S.D.2).

2148, Troopers,London,wired that vacsncies for the Field Battery
Commenders' courses can be arranged as follows :-
Februery 6th. 6

March 3rd. 6
March 17th. 6
March 3l1lst. 6

and so on every fortnight.

Vacancies in R.G.S.Battery Commanders' courses can also be
arranged for March 18th if desired. (61222 SeDs4d).

Letter to G.0s8.C.,Austrelisn Imperial Force in Egypt and lew
Zzeelend Bxpeditionary Force forwarding copies of correcspon=-
dence from the Commsndsnt,A.& N.Z. Training Centre and De-
tails Camp, with reference to the formation of a School for
the treining of young Australian end New Zealand officers.
(G.S.286/4).

Wrote officer Commsnding,Cavalry Training School,Uckfield,
forwarding copies of "Notes on the employment of Hotchkiss
sutometic Rifles" amd "Notes on the tactical employment of
Hotehkiss Rifles" also copy of memorandum on "Mounted action
of the 17th Msehine Gun Squadron at El.Mughar" (G.3.361/404).

Wrote Headguarters,Desert Mounted Corps, with reference to
the smount of ammunition carried by Machine Gun Squadrons and
the disposel of 18 Limbers on their establishment. (Z/77/M.G.)

Jan.1l5th. 1.0PERATIONS.
0720, XXIst Corps wired situation unchanged. G.72.

0800. XXth Corps wired no enemy activity reported. Situstion guiet.
T.2385.,

0905. Wired XXth,XXIth, Corps and “esert Mounted Gorps,approving
continuation of boundary hetWeen XXth and XXIst Corps, that
is, as before Wadi Junction, Square 086 Z.4.8.,thence Deir
Abu Meshel inclusive to XXth Corps to Abud inclusive to
HIEt CDI"IIB. D.AM., D0 e

1802. XXIst Corps wired situation unchanged. Enemy party in U.
25.b. di spersed by our artillery. Mulebbis shelled by ene-
my this morning; our casuslties & other renks slightly
wounded. & civilisns killed, 12 seriously wounded. OS&znd
Division report slight enemy shelling. G.74.

1830. XXIst Corps wired, in continuation of G.74. 4,1" gun wes
engaged and silenced by 4.5" Howitzer. This 4.5" Howitzer
was then engaged by 5.9" Howitzer, but latter was silenced

by 60 Pdr. G.75.

1902. XXth Corps wired slight enemy shelling in vicinity of Pt.
2930. Square 0.99.U.5. Bnemy steanding patrol of 10 men
observed sbout Square 0.85.Z.3.c.44., and small parties of
enemy seen moving from Abu Kush towards Askariyeh. T.2%41.,

2. MISCELLANEQOUS.

Received from Heedquarters,R.F.C,,Middle Esst, by D.R.L.S
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Jan.1l5th. copy of *roopers cable 49575 dated 8th January,agreeing in
principke to suggested establishment of 'X' Aircraft Depot.

0520. Statement of disposition of Egyptian Bxpeditionary Force,
giving divisionsl frontages and detached groups to be for-
warded weekly by telegream to Chief,London. 50029.dated 1l4th.

1025, Csbled Chief, London,enquiring whether 1st Garrison Battalion
Bssex Regiment now at Snez, will be required to proceed
oversesas. B.A,758.

1825. Cabled Mroopers London, requesting ganction for reorganization
of Field Survey Company R.E. owing to the extent of new ter-
ritory occupied and its intricate nature and dlistance from
Ceiro which necessitates urgent reproduction of map and
printed work on the .spot. B.A.738.

Wrote Generel Officer Commanding, Desert Mounted Corps, that
the new esteblishment for & Mourted Brigade Field Ambulance
will be brought into force at once. G.S5.873.

Wrote General Officer Commanding,XXth and XAIst Corps,en-
quiring whether a decrease in the number of Range Finders in
Infantry Battelions in this country is recommended. G.5.922.

Jan.l6th, 1.0PERATIONS.
0738,.XXIst Corps wired situstion unchanged. (G.76)
0746, XX Corps wired no enemy sctivity during night. (T.2342).

1105, Wired Chief,London,giving Corps and Divisional frobtages,as
requested in 50029 of 14?1/18. (B.A,761).

1730. XXI Corps wired nothing to report. (Ge77)e

1900. XX Corps wired vieinity of Surdah, 099, M.27.8.s81ightly
shelled by 5.9 this morning.
Relief of 180th Brigzede by 18lst Brigade completed at 1400,
60th Division report movement of about 40 enemy Seen at Arsak
~ Ibrshim, 113.F.15.c.,8t 1600; probably a relief taking place
New enemy work observed sbhout 099 ,P.24.d.8nd usuel movement
sbout Deir Abu Meshal. (T.2356).

2200. Cebled evening report to Chief, London,repeated Bagded and
Salonika. (B.A.763).

2300, Genersl Wingate reported no change in situation. (A.B.003)

2. MISCELLANEQUS.

0930. Troopers, London, cebled with reference to E.A. 794 of Jeanu-
ary 1llth, spproving additioms to establicsmment at Zeitoun
Sehool of Instruction for training men of Administrative
Services as Infantry. (50157 SeDe2)e

1%50. Wired S.N.0.,Port Seid,in reply to his letter N/130/165, dated
January 9th, that it is hoped that trading mey be resumed &as
soon as possible, as it is considered that satisfactory
guarsntees as to Masters can be obtained. (B.A.760).

1545. Cable from Ssloniks requesting despatch from Egypt of an
Agricultural unit formed from fellahin or berberin well ver-

sed in maize cultivation to undertake farming operations on

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT004191



Kelseb.
Kilo.207. right bank of Struma. Strength of unit to be 400, to

Jan.l6th. srrive st end of March. Ground will be prepared now,
but British troops cennot plant or harvest crops owing
to climetic conditions whilst the melarial nature of
that distriet also presents great difficulties to col-
lecting of hay harvest in summer months. (Ce23)

1940. Cabled Troopers, London, urging despatch of the remain-
ing 10 A/A Guns promised in 43440 S.D.2.0f 17th October.
These sre urgently required owing to present extended
Lines of Communication. (BE.A.740)

Jan.1l7th. 1l OPERATIOLS.

0785, XX Corps wired no change on Corps front. (T.28359).

0735. XXI Corps wired situstion unchenged. (G.81).

1720. XXI Corps wired slight enemy shelling is reported by
52nd Division, and thst eneany plene has been driven
down within enemy lines near Tebsor. (G.88).

1855, XX Corps wired 53rd Division report less enemy sniping
then usuel. Pfew enemy shells burst near Kh.el Meldan,
099, F.l5.4., &t 0830. Smell enemy movement observed 1o
and from Deir Abu Mechal at 1450, (T.2377).

2248, Cabled evening report to Chief, London, repesated Bagdad
and Selonika. (B.A.765).

2. MISCELLANEOUS.

11L5. Cebled Troopers,London,requesting sanction to place R.A.
steff G.H.Q. and Corps H.Q. on the same basis as that of
an Army and a Corps in Franece as regards grading, except
that fin the case of Corps Hesdquarters one Staff Captain
is required in lieu of Lieut-Colonel and Orderly Qfficer
for Counter batter work. (B.A.741).

Wrote Genersl O0fficer Commend ing Desert Mounted Corps,
XX Corps,XXI Corps,ordering the immediate move into the
open country of troops billeted in the towus of Jerusa-
lem, Ramleh, and Jaffs.

Arote General Officer Commending XX Corps and XZXI COIrps
with reference to revised distribution of Hesvy artillery
Groups eonsequent on the withdrawel of & Diege batteries

to Sslonike and Itsely.

2130, Cable from Iroopers,London,steting that only 250 men of the
38th (Jewish) Battalion under orders for service in Pales-
tine sre fully trained, end that the remainder will com-
plete training in Bgypt. Recruits will be drafted To
Bagypt in batches, as they become gvaeilseble, after a few
week's treining in the country. A second battslion will
be formed in Bgypt when the numbers are su fficient.(502%5).,

Jan.l1l8th., 1.0PERATIONS
0738, XXIst Corps wired situation unchanged. Ge90.

083%0. XXth Corps wired 53rd Divi sion advanced their line during
the night to include Squeare 0.99.V.2.0ecentral - N.20.D,
central - Point 2984 - M.29.0.8.8 - M.29.c.central - Me.28.0.

9. Point 2984 was occupied with slight opposition.
T.2581.
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XXIst Corps wired situation unchenged. Enemy plane forced

down in 070.V.6.a8pprox,. Ge 95,

Cabled Bvening report to Chief London, repested Bagdad and

Selonika. E.A.766.

General Wingste wired nothing to report. A.B.0l4.

2.MISCELLANEQOUS.

Gabled weekly changes in di stri bution to Troopers,London.
EB.A. 740,

1.0PERATIONS.

XXIst Corps wired situation unchanged. Ge96,

XXth Corps wired situstion all clear. T.2599.

XXIst Corps wired 52nd Division report enemy patrol approsa-
ched wire of No.2 Post ri ght section at 0400. G.97.

XXIst Corps wired 2/3 Gurkhas sent two platoong to Rentis.
Pat rol was &t tacked by enemy estimated one company strong.
Ten casuslties inflicted on enemy. OQur casualties nil.

Qur pstrol returned later bringing five prisoners. G.l00.

Gabled evening report to Chief,London, repeated Bagdead and
Salonika. EJ.A.768.

2« MISCELLANEQUS.

Cable fran Troopers London approving reorganisation of Field
Survey Comamies subject to revision of details on receipt
of letter giving establishment. 504.05.

Cable from Troopers,London,regretting thaet no A/A guns can
be sent before April. 50416.

Tro opers,London wired spproving formation of sagricultural
unit for Seloniks, and enquiring whether this unit can be
provided by Egypt. 50414,

1.0PERATIONS.

XXth Corps wired nothing to report. T.2401.

XXIst Corps wired situation unchanged. 2/3rd Gurkhas sent
two platoons to Rentis. They captured Turkish patrol of 5
men « Our patrol was attacked by enemy estimated atl one
Company who were besten off. Patrol withdrawn 1215. A.l10L
XXIst Corps wired situation unchanged. One unsrmed deser-
ter surrendered this afternoon. G.l4.

XXth Corps wired enemy made no attempt to attack new posts
establiched by 53%rd Division yesterday end only fired a few
shells there today. 159th Brigade relieved 158th Brigade
in 53rd Division Right Sector. Usual enemy movement in
Deir Abu lMeshal. Bnemy working parties observed south and
east of Kh.Burham 099.D.%6.8. T.2599.

XXth Corps wired slight shelling by enemy mountain guns on

099 M.27.8. at 1030. At 1100 enemy registered point 2984
099.M.24.c. with 5.9" and 77 m.m.guns. Helio seen working
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Kilo.207. on Tell Asuar 099 L.54.d4. Usugl enemy movements Deir Abu

Jan.20th. Meshal. Patrol of 29th Brigede visited Kh.el.Meidan this
morning snd returned via Khurbethsa Ibn Harith without see-
ing any enemy. 10 deserters surrendered during past 24

hours. T.2419.,

2300, Cabled evening Report to Chief London repeated Bagdad and
Sal onika. B.A.769,

2. MISCELLANEOUS.

Dehorted, London, cabled that on arrival in Egypt of Field
Marshsel E.R.H. The Duke o Connamght, Major R.H.Bridges,
ReA.M.0. will be sttached to him for duty. o044 2.

0630. Cable from Chief London regquesting reconsideration of de-
cision with regard to the employment of French and Italisan
Officers, and suggesting that one of each nationalltly might
be employed as Governors of Ramleh and Ludd respectively.
50582,

1000. Cable from Commander-in-Chief,India,informing that Lewis
Machine gun equipments, rifles,bgyonets,and scabbards,will
not be brought by Indian units proceeding to Egypt. 5044.

2200. Troopers cebled that in future, one copy of easch i=sue of
Composition of fesdquarters, B.E.F.,and Order of Bsttle,
will be sent to Commander-in-Chief,India. 50548,

950, Cebled Chief London with reference to his 50482, that the
opinion exprecssed in EB.A. 696 Jamuary 9th, cannot be modi-
fied as the conditions which led to this decision still
exist. Any change in the situstion which admits of con-

surrence in the proposal of the Foreign Office will &t once
be notified. B.A.770.

Letter to Genersl Officer Commending,Desert Mounted Corps,
with reference to the work of Hotchkiss Automatlc Rifles

during the late operations.

Jan . 21st. 1. OPERATIONS.

0715. XXI Corps wired situation unchanged.

0745. XX Corps wired no chenge. (T.2422).

1115. Gabled Chief, London,changes in Divisional frontages.(B.A.771).

1730, XXI Corps wited situation unchanged. Patrol to Kentlis re-
ports thaet place clear of enemy. One prisoner end three
deserters taken during last 24 hours. (G.106).

2155. Cabled evanin% report to Chief London,repeated Bagdad an
Sel oni ka. B.A.773). -

2. MISCELLANEQUS.

0800. Troopers,London,cebled that gradings of sppointments in
Central Clasims Buresu still under consideration by Treeasury.

(50541 D.D.2).

0800. Troopers,Lomdon,wired in reply to E.A.741 of Jenuary 17th
that greding of Senior Staff Officer,R.A.,8t G.H.Qe. 8nd COIrps

Headquearters will be 3.5.0.2.,but that approvel cannol be
given for sny other changes in grading or increase to estab-

1lishment. (50543).
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Kilo.207. 2.Miscellaneous,Contd.

Jan.z2lst.

1800. Wire from Britannia Egypt,stating that Naval Commander-in-
Chief asks whether sny military bombing aseroplanes can be
spared to attack "Goeben". (0615).

Wrote Rear-Admirsal , Commanding Egypt and Red See with reference
to naval cooperation during last operations.

Wrote G.0.C.,XXth Corps, with regard to the collection of ri-
fles at present in the possession of the inhebitents of Hebron
and villages in its vieinitye.

Force Order No.60 issued to all concerned.

Bir Salem.
Jan.22nd. 1.0PERATIONS.

0745. XXIst Corps wired enemy fired salvos about 2045 last night
in left sector. 7Two German prisoners of 70lst regiment cap-
tured this moming by patrol to 070 - V.1l0.c. G«109.

0751. XXth Corps wired slight enemy movement at Deir Abu Meshal
1715. Gell.,

1'?40.' XXIst Corps wired situation unchanged. Two German prisoners
captured by 52nd Division. Otherwise nothing to report. G.113

1930, XXth Corps wired enemy shelled hill in 099 N.25.b. - 88 about
midday. Ususl enemy movement on Kummananeh 115.A.l17.central
and Ras et Tawil 1ll3.c.l1l4. This morning & patrol from 10th
Division to Kh.Harasheh 099.G.23.¢c. found no enemy there or in
the vicinity. An enemy patrol of 10 men wes seen in Beit
Bllo 099.F.5.b. and shelled by our guns. Prisoners and de-
serters nil. Gel7.

2200. Wired evening report to Chief,London,repeated Bagdad and
Sal onika. B.A, 774,

2. MISCELLANEOUS.

2235, Wire Chief,Salonika as follows:- I have asked Britannia, Egypt
to assist the Naval C-in-C with seroplanss to bomb the "Goeben
It has been suggested by Perardus Ceiro,who have wired you to
this effeet, that it would be quicker if you could supply aer-
oplanes as they woudd not require to be shipped. Please let
me know if you can do this,If not,I will undertake to give
Admiral assistance. B.A. 775, '

Let ter to His Excellency The High Commissioner,with refer-
ence to & reconnaisssnce sbout to be made between Dakhla and

Kufra.

Jen .25rd. 1.0PERATIONS.
0723. XXIst Corps wired situation unchanged. G.115.

0823. XXth Corps wired,Turks estimated 50 strong sttacked posy in
N.25.b. at 2355, They were driven off by grenades and rifle
fire. Other Turks moved towards left of post but were
caught by Lewis guns and Stokes mortars. Our casualties nil.
Turks cesusl ties unknown at present. Patrol subsequently
reported ell clear. Otherwise situation normsal. Ge 20

1742. XXIst Corps wired OQur srtillery dispersed enemy working
party &t Mezeireh. Prisoners and deserters nil. Nothing
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Bir Salen.
Kilo.295. further to report. G.119.

Jan.28md.

1835. XXth Corps wired Enemy registered Kh Kefr Ans 099.N.7.d.
end Ain Yebrud 099.N.l1l9.&8. this morning. Enemy also
registered post N.of 099 N.25.b. and basck to Kh Deir
Shebab 099 V.l.d. at .1515. Bt Tell slightly shelled at
1330. Prisoners and deserters nil. GedD

2. MISCELLANEQOUS.

0600. Cable from Troopers London,spproving, subjeet to revision
in three months time,establicshment Mobile Veterinary Section,
Imperial Camel Corps, submitted in letter G.S.212/6 dated
December 24th,1917. 50706. deted £2/1/18.

0845. Cable from Troopers London,spproving fomation of 5th
Transpor tation Section. Unit to be formed by local
transfer of low category men. 30730.M.0.2.c.dated
22/1/18.

1825. Cable from Chief Seloniks stating that he has already sent
6 machines fully equipped for bombing to ludros,for the
purpose of sttacking the 'Goeben'. G.Ce270.

Letter to Genersl O0fficer Commanding,Force in Bgypt, with
reference to the location of the 1lst G arrison Battalion
Essex Regiment,pending further instructions regerding its
move from this theatre. :

Jan.24th. 1.0FPERATIONS.
0725. XXI Corps wired situation unchenged. (G.124).

0733. XX Corps wired situastion report. Quiet night. Situation
on Corps front remsins unchanged. (G.38).

1735. XXI Corps wired situastion unchanged. (G.129).

1805. XX Corps wired intermittent shelling by enemy of our post
in aqaimra {;99 (South of Ain Yebrud) N.25.b. Deserters
5- Gléﬁ L

2200. Cabled Bvening report to Chief London,repeated Bagdad and
Salonika. (B.A.780).

&I SCELLANEOUS.

0430. Cable from Troopers,London,enquiring whether 30,000 P.H. |
Helmets,which are now wai ting shipment,are required.
(50773).

1945, Cabled weekly changes in distribution to Troopers,London.
(BsA.779),

Letter to Secretary War Office,requesting sanction for cer-
tain slterations in the transport of Corps Signsl Companies.

Jan.25th. 1.0PERATIONS.
0737. XXIst Corps wired situastion unchanged. G.133.
0744, XXth Corps wired - situstion normel. Nothing to report. G.49.

1803. XXIst Corps wired - Qur hesvy srtillery fired on hostile
bettery at M.2.b.8.3. 52nd Division report one German

captured. Patrol to Rentis report no enemy there. G.135.
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Bir Salem.
Kilo.295. 183456.

Jan.256th.
2240.
1285,
1730.
2500.

0720.
0730.

1759,

1830.

2200.

0519.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

XXth Corps wired - Bnemy shelled 099 N.25.this morning
causing 4 casualties. Shells believed to be 4.2" Patrol
this morning to Kh.Attabbeh 099 B.35l.d. reported no ene-
my Seen., Usual enemy movement about Deir Abu liesheal.
Bnemy regictered Wedi es Surar,Deir es Saideh 099.G.29.D.,
Abu Kush end Abu Shukheidim 099.G.17.D. Prisoners and
deserters nil, GeDB o

Cebled Evening report to Chief,London,repeated &s usual.
B.A.784,

2. MISCELLAREOQOUS.

Wired to &ll concerned csmcelling move of Arab Scouts from
Bl Arish and R.E.party from Suez to Nekhl in connection
with the re-erection of the El Arish - Nekhl - Akaba tele-
graph line. Arab Scouts to remain st Bl Arish until fur-
ther orders. ﬂ.A-M- ™.

Cable received from the High Commissioner with reference
to the inclusion of Itaslisn Officers- in the proposed re-
sonnai sseance by armoured cers between Dakhla and Kufea.

ITO-GiphEI'.

Csble received from Chief London with reference to attacx
on Constentinople and rsilway communications between Sofis
end thet place, agreeing thet D.H.9 Squadrons would be best
employed from Aegeesn Islends, provided thaet operations in
Pelestine at the time these Squedrons are available do not
require co-operation of bombing Squadrons. 50905.Cipher.

Let ter sent to the G.0.C.,XXIst Corps with reference to
XXIst Corps report of the recent operations forwarding
the following remerks from the Commander-in-Chief :- I
haeve read this with great interest and great plesasure.
It is & vivid asnd stirring record of great deeds,by gal-
lant troops,faithfully described by their brilliant
lesder"  2/77/039.

1.0PERATICHS.
XXth Corps wired - Situation unchanged. G.60.

XXIst Corps wired - Situation unchanged,nothing to report.
Ge137,

XXIst Corps wired - Situstion unchanged. Slight hostile
shelling sbout G.2.d. 8.7. Bnemy working parties near
lMezeirah and Rentis dispersed by our ertillery. Prisoners
and deserters nil. G.l44,

XXth Corps wired - 180th Brigade relieved 179th Brigzade in
60th Division Right Sector. & deserters ceame in during
past £4 hours; prisoners nil. Officer Commanding Hebron
Detachment reported this morning that one Company moved

to Durs st 0930, one Company moving to Dhesheriyeh and oune
squedron Corps Cavalry moving to Yutta. Situation in the
above aree& normal. Ge68e

Cabled evening report to Chief London repeated &s ususal.
B.A.786.

2.MISCBLLANEOUS.

Cable recei ved from Troopers London approving genersally
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Bir Ssalem,
Kilo.295. to proposed Wer Esteablishment for Military Labour Bureau,

Jan.26th. submitted in letter No.G.3.584/1 of 12th December,1917.
| 62555 S.D.2.

0720. Cable received from Troopers steting thal, with minor
smendments,reorganisation of No.9 British Mountein Ar-
tillery Brigede is provisionally epproved, but owing to
Remount situation no increase cen be made to supply of
Remounts now gllotted. 50945 Cipher Se«D.2.

0825. Ceble received from Troopers asking if two Indiean Mountsain
Batteries which will probably be available for overseas X
service in a few months,can be eamployed in this Force.
2.75" equipments for them could be sent from home.

Letter sent to G.0.C0.,XXth Corps with reference to the XXtl
Corps report on the operstions,forwarding the following re-
merks from the C-in-C. :- "I have read this with great
interest. It is & clesr and securate account of a great
fest of arms,well conceived and ebly conducted to complete

success". z/17/039.
Jen.27th. 1.0PERATIOLS.
0736. XXIst Corps wired situation unchanged.

1341, XXth Corps wired t hat Gorps cavalry regiment (less 1
squadron detasched to assist in the collection of arms
fyom inhebitsnte of Hebron aree) will leave Bethlehem on
the 29th instent amd merch to Beershebs for training under
officer commanding. Arrangements for supply during the
merch will be made by 60th Divi sion. The Squsadron left
behind in Hebron sres will rejoin the regiment on receipt
of orders from G.H.Qe (G.76).

1788. XXIst Corps wired situstion unchanged. (G.1561).

1817. XXth Corps wired that patrols to 099,G.9 &and G.1% encoun-
tered no enemy. No enemy movement to report on Corps
front. One deserter ir pest 24 hours. (G.78).

1936, XXth Corps wired that 0.C.,Hebron detss hment,reports that
companies have returned from Dhaheriyeh end Dure, end have
collected 400 arms. No report has been received from
squadron Gorps Cavalry, who have left Yutte. 0.C.,detach-
ment does not snticipate collecting as many as 6,400 ri-

fles. Situation quiet. (G779 )«

2150. Wired evening report to Chief London,repesated Bagdad and
Salonika. E.A.791).

2 MISCELLANEOUS.

Wwire from Troopers,London,stating that Indle had Deen
ssked to select en Indian Army Officer not below the rank
of Lieut-Colonel to be A.A.G.on Staeff of E.E.F. This
officer will be sdditional to present establiskment.(51041)

Wire from Governor,Sinai,ststing that & number of police
deserters had been reported to be near Kossaima, and regue-

ting permission to use Arab Scouts to open & post in the
nei ghbourhood. (S.447).

Wire from Milrsil reporting thet first span of Wadl Ghuzze
bridge had been completed,and that the girders for the

second span were in place. (61/143.)
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Bir Salem.
Kile. 295,
Jan.27th.

Jan .28th.
0740.

0755.
1250.

1746.

1855.

1930.

2200,

0208,

1420,

Cabled to Chief,London,copy of telegram sent by Genersl
Clayton to High Commissioner,with reference to formstionm
of Arab Bureasu for Palestine,and the direction of Arsb
operstions. (B.A,788).

Cabled to Troopers,London,requesting sancetion for increase
in establishment of Egyptian Military Police. (B.A.790)

Cable from Generel Wingete in answer to Foreign Office
?ahl? 105,with reference to reorzgsnization of Arab Bureau,
184).,

GeB.Cx. ,XXth and XXIst Corpe informédx by letter that the
re-orgenisation of the Heavy Artillery Group Hhadquartera
end the Signeal Sub-Section for the Heavy Artillﬂry aroup
would now be proceeded with., (GeS.834).

Ge0eCo,Desert Mounted Corps,inst ructed to employ the two
Mounted Divi sions,now quartered in the Belsh area, in sal-
vage operations in the Gaza end Beersheba battlefields
aresa,in conjunction with the inspector,Pelestine Lines of
Communication. (G.S.974/1).

Fe0.Ce ,Palestine Lines of Communication, informed by letter
that the Lines of Communicetion would be extended to include
the towmn of Jaffa, and that the reilway from Junction
Station to Jerusslem would &lso come under his control. One
brigade of Imperial Service Infantry would be placed &at his
disposal for these duties. (G«3.907).

1.0PERATIONS.

XXIst Corps wired - Situation unchanged. Patrol exploded
dump of 4.2" shells at 084.D.%2.8. G.152.

XXth Corps wired - All clear. GeDle

Cabled Chief,London,- There is no change in the dispositions
of this Force. B.A.792,

XXIst Corps wired - Situation unchanged,one deserter surren-
dered to 54th Division. G.154,

XXth Corps wired - Hebron detachment report situstion quiet

in 8ll stations at 1000. Visibility was bad with thick fog
almost &ll day on Corps Front. Prisoners and deserters nil.,
.89,

Wire sent to communications Kelab,repeated to XXIst Corps
and S,N.0.,Jaffa :- Jaffe will be ftaken into your adminis-
tration from 1200 on 30th instent. 0.A.M .88,

Bvening report cabled to Chief,Lomdon,repeated &s ususal.
Eiﬂ-- ?971

2. MISCELLANEQUS.

Ceble from Troopers London,with reference to Wer Esteblish-
ment,Indian Section,drd Bchelon,enquiring whether establish-
ment of this section is included in WeE.699/4 or sdditionsl
to it. If the latter authority for present establishment

requested. 62770.83.D.2. Code.

Cabled Yroopers London as follows :- With reference to your
43440 S.D.2 of 17/10/17,pars 2, in reply to my B.A.403 of

13/10/17. I would be grateful if you could send in the near
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Bir Salem.
Kilo.295. future 4 complete equipments of 4.5"™ Howitzers,in order to

Jan.28th. encble me to complete & Field Artillery Brigasde with South
African personnel now availesble. The South Africans are
keen gunners but having no further guns to equip them, I
an forced st present to employ & large number with the
D.A.C. B.A,793.

1842.
Briténnia Egypt cabled as follows - British C-in-C.Aegean

sends following:- begins,Please inform G.0.C.that as there

"i1s en insufficiency of Navel Fighters to ensure continuous
operations against the Goeben I should be grateful if he
could possibly spare a flight of Fighters with their pilots
for these operations. Do you require seaplane carrier for
Transport to Mudros if G.0.C.,can supply these mechines,
ends. 1601 Cipher,

2100. Csbled to Perardus Csiro with reference to Britamnia's 1601,
inst ructing R.F.C,.,Middle Bast to complete arrangements
for despatch of seroplames to bomb Goeben and to advise
date of sailing by wire. B, A.796.Cipher.

1845, Cabled to Troopers London requesting that sppointment of
one Ceptain graded &s Staff Cesptain on Hesdquarters,In-
spector, Prisoner of Wer Camps may be sanctioned. E.A.794.

Letter sent to Generel Officer Commanding,Austrslian Imperial
Force in Bgypt, with reference to the proposal of the D.A.S.
that the New Zealand Government should be asked to provide

a Cable Section to release the Australian Cable Section,now
with the Desert Mounted Corps,to formm the nucleus of the
proposed new Australian Imperisl Force Squadron. G.S.956.

Letter cent to &1l Corps with reference to the training of
speciglists within their units. G.S.438/2.

Jan.29th, 1.0PERATIONS.
0730, XXIst Corps wired - Situation unchanged. G.159.

0736, XXth Corps wired - Situation nomsal. Nothing to report.
G.91.,

1353, 60th Division wired - & hostile seroplanes passSed over
Hebron at 1000 flying North. One sm&ll bomb was dropped
on town but ee¥wvied caunsed no material damage. Ge9e

1800. XXth Corps wired - Hebron detachment reports situation
quiet. 24 hours extension of time granted for handing in
arms. Situation on Corps front remains unchanged. One
deserter ceptured. Prisoners nil. G.103.

1819. XXIst Corps wired - At 0600 patrol of 75th Division occupied
Shukbeh X.34.c.during reconnaissance to X.56.Db. Patrol re-
turmed 1400. Slight rifle fire from Deir Abu lieshal.
No.casusalties. G.l1l64.

2310. XXth Corps wired - Hebron detachment reports that st 2035
situstion gquiet. Result of search up to 1900 is as follows:
01d firearms including flintlocks,pistols,revolvers

E.Ild gunst & % & # @ 15831
Rifles. 247 .
Automatic pistols. 6o

Sedch of Hebron will be made to-morrow. Squadron of cavalry
proceed to Hulhul at 0630 to-morrow returning before night-
fell. Mills grenade exploded on roof of native house this

morning, three women injured,no military involved in any Wey .
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Bir Salem.

Kilo.299., It is probable that this accounts for reputed bomb being
Jan.29th. dropped by aeroplane. G.106.
2215, Cebled evening report to Chief,London,repeated &s usual.
E.A.600.
2.MISCELLANEQUS.

0420. Ceble from Britannia stating that Bri tish C-in-C had wired
as follows:- Will you plesse tell G.0.C. that R.F.C.Flight
of Pighters B.E. will now not be required and thank him for
any trouble taken. 2030 Cipher,

0845, Cable from “roopers London approving re-orgenisstion of
Headquerters and Staffs,R.F.C.submitted in letter No.G.S.
104/11 dated 5/12/17. 51160.Cipher O/A.

1620. Cabled to Troopers London with reference to the two Indian
Mountain Batteries. Requesting thet at least four out of
the twelve should be 3.7" Howitzers bdf the equipments are
availsable. B.A.799 Cipher.

1100. Cable received from Troopers London with re ference to Zionist
representation in Palestine. The Foreign Office urges the
desirability of commission of Zionist leaders under presi-
dency of Doctor Weizman leaving Cairo about Februsary 1loth
and proceeding thence to Palestine. 51182 Cipher,

Let ter sent to the Genersl Officer Commending,Desert Lounted
Corps with reference to the formation of a School for the
training of young officers at Kelab. &.S8.236/4.

Letter sent to General Qfficer Commanding,XXth Corps and In-
spector,Pelestine L.of C.with reference to the revised estab-
lishments for the 8th and 9th Msountain Artillery Brigade.

G’- Si 914‘

Letter sent to the Secretsary,War O0ffice, forwarding the propos-
ed establishments for mixed brigades of Pack Artillery.
GeS.914.

Jan.30th. l. OPERATIONS.
0725, XXth Corpe wired situation unchanged. G.107.

0748. XXIst Corps wired citustion unchanged. G.1l66.
1818. XXIst Corps wired situation unchenged. 4 Deserters. G.1l74.

1830. XXth Corps wired Hebron detachment reported this morming that
the situation wes unchanged. Search for fireamms is being
made and weapons are still being handed in. 5drd Division
advenced their line last night to include Arnutieh 099,M.ZZ.
d. Usugl enemy movement at Deir Abu Mesheal and working
parties observed during day between 099.B.24.8. and D.24.cC.
also gt Deir Kulsh 085.V.22.b., md Ridge V.1l7. Prisoners 3,
deserters nil. G.1l1l5.

2155. Cabled evening report to Chief London repeated as ususal.
B.A.801l.,Cipher.

2. ISCELLANEQUS.

0720. Cable received from Troopers London,stating that , pending
decision as to general peclicy the question of dispossl of
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Bir Salem.

Kilo.895, troops releived is still under consideration, and that we
Jan,30th. shall be informed when the matter is decided. 51210.Cipher
SeDel o

0845, Cable received from Troopers London with reference to E,A.
793 of January 28th,steting that we should take 4 complete
4,5" howitzer equipments from reserve at Alexandria Base,and
that if found necessarythese will be replaced in due course.
51247 Cipher.

1145. Wire received from Nilebos Cairo,staeting that Frontier Dis-
tricts Administrsatbon can maintain Arab Scouts at Hekel by
local camel transport from Bl Ariksh. Stores to be purchased
from Amy. Arrangements for development of water at Nekhl
can proceed and if so camels originally sent to Kubri and re-
tumed to Kantara may &again be sent to Suez. E.G.B84.

Letter sent to War Office,with reference to the causes of
wast age of S.A.A. G.S.971.

Letter sent to War Office,requesting that the -Government
of Indis be spproached with a view to increasing the number
of British Officers serving with Regiments of Imperial Ser-
vice Cavalry end Infentry in this Force. G.S5.649,

Jan.31st. 1.0PERATIONS.
0724, XX1Ist Corps wired situation unchanged.(G.176).

0752, XXth Corps wired Mukhmas occupied by 60th Division at 0545.
Casuglties thought to be nil; otherwise situnation ?.ncha.n_ de
G.120).
1830. XXIst Corps wire that our field artillery shelled party of
enemy st 085.P.24.b.7.5.,end engsged enemy 5.9 howr.Battery
st 084.B.14.3.3.1. Three deserters. (G.182).

1950. XXth Corps wired that 0.C. Hebron Det.reports the total fire-
arme coll ected from &ll sources up to 2400 yesterday amounts
to 2,368,including over 400 modern rifles. Enemy sattack on |
our poste on Tel Bs Suwan sbout 07380 this wmorning esasily re-
pulsed,l prisoner being teken. Bnemy reported some stren-
gth at Ras et Tawil. Our posts in and sround MuKmas will
whthdraw tonight on completion of reconnsasissance. Patrol
from 5%rd Divisi on proceeded to Kefr Nats this morning,and
returned at 1525. (G.132).

2200. Cabled evening report to Chief London,repeated Bagdad and
Sal onika. (B.A.B04).

2 MISCELLANEOUS.

0845. Cable from Troopers approving addition of Csptain,graded &as
Staff Captain,to esteblishment of Headq uarters,Inspector of
Prisoners of Waer. (51324 S.D.2).

1933. Cable from Ssloniks requesting that one Egyptian Lebour Com-
pany might be cent there for employment on railway Wwork.
A.D.1507.

1955, Cabled to Troopers changes in E.BE.F. (B.A.803)

2136. Wire from XXth Corps reporting thaet owing to the spread of dis.
ease smongst the troops,all towns and villages will be com-
pletely evacuated by &ll fighting troops by the drd February,
and by Hospitels and Trains a&s soon &as possible. The only
exception to this will be Divisional Headquarters,at the dis-
cretion of Divisionsl Commanders,send certein troops in Jeru-

salem. (P.C.Q.T.2085).
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Bir Salem.
Kilo.295, - |
Jan.31lst. 2200. Cable from Troopers stating that it has been decided to
place transport service at Egypt,Taranto,and S alonika under
the control of a P.N.T.0.,with Headquarters at Cairo.
(561540 S.R.1l.8.).

Letter sent to G.0s.C.,XXth and XXIst Corps,laying down the
duties of Divisionsl Machine Gun Qfficers. (G.S.825).
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FORCE ORDER DNo. 058,

by

General Sir Edmund Allendvy, G,C,M,G., K.C,B.,
Commander-in-Chief ,Bgyptian Expeditionary Force,

Advanced General Headquarters,
2nd January, 1918,

) The following alterations in the general
organization of the Hgyptian Expeditionary Force will
take effect from 1200 on the 7th Januwary, 1918,

(a) A Subordinate Command, designated "The Force
in Bgypt" consisting of the present Delta and Western
Force, Southern Canal Pection, and Alexandria District
will be created,

(b) The Southern Canal Section will cease to form
o separate command and will be absorbed into the Delta
and Western Force Sub-command,

(¢c) The Coasstal Section will be absorbed into
the Alexandria District Sub-command.

(d) Alexandria District Sub-command will be
extended eastward to include the area bounded by the
Bagt bank of the Rossetta branch of the Nile and.the

South bank of the Mahmoudieh Canal,

(e) KANTARA and PORT SAID and the road and
railway between these tWwo places remain in the
Palestine L., of C, area, forming its western boundary.

2 Mg jor-General H,D Watson, CM,G,, C,I.E,,

M,V,0,, is appointed to command "The Force in Hgypt"
and is allotted a staff as follows: -

ptain,
Brigadier-General H,G,Casson, CM.G., is

appointed to command tihe Sub-cummanﬂ Delta and
Western Force and is allotted the fnlluwlng staff; -

D-A 1Q.-M|G¢

Officer Clerk,

Compensation 0fficer,
and for Southern Section: -

Liseutenant-Colonel,
Staff Captain,

Brigadier-General R,C,Boyle, C,B., is

/appointed
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appointed to cormmand the Sub-command, Alexandria
District, and is allotted the following Staff: -

G.,5.0.5.

AA, & Q.M,.G,

2 Staff Captains,
Compensation Officer,

and for Coastal Pection : =

Brigadier-Genersal,
Brigade=Major,
Staff Captain,

3, The troops at present allotted to Delts
and Western Force, Southern Canal Section,

Alexandria District and Coastal Section, will be
allotted to the Force in Hgypt, with effect from 1200
on the 7th January, 1918,

4, The General Officer Commanding, The Force in
Bgypt, will be responsible for the defence of HKgypt
from SOLLUM and the Western Desert to the West bank

of the SUEZ Canal, and also for that area Hast of

the Canal (including ABU ZENIMA end TOR) which is
patrolled by the troops of the present Southern Canal
Section,

9% General Officer Commanding, The Force in Egypt
will act 22 the Commander-in-Chief's representative in
dealing with the Civil Government of Egypt.

He will be responsible for the administration
of Mertial Law in Egypt, with such reservations as
may be communicated to him,

6, The administration of Martial Law in Egypt
includes the administration of the Frontier Districts,
which will be carried out through the Military
Administretor, Frontier Districts Administration,

7. The Inspector, Prisoners of War Camps, will
be a2ttached to the Staff of the General Officer
Commanding, The Force in HEgypt, by whom the Prisoners
of War Camps in Egypt will be administered..

8. The D,.Q . M,G., 2t General Headquarters will
continue to control: -

Beyptian State Railways,

Inland Water Transport.

Sea Transport.

Central Requisition Office,

Local Resources Board,

Maintenance of HEDJAZ and AKABA Forces,

Correspondence with Egyptian Government

on "Q" matters,

Correspondence with the Suez Canal Company.

Permanent Arbitration Board.

All Administrative Depots, Hospitals,
Veterinary Hospitals, Army Postal Services, and
Inspectorate of Recruiting (native), will remein under
the control of the Directors at General Headquarters,

/and
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and will be only under local commanders for purposes
of administration and discipline,

The Schools of Instruction at MOASCAR, ZEITOUN
and HELIOPOLIS will continue to be cuntrolleq by the
Genersl Staff at General Headquarters, and will be under
local commanders only for purposes of administration
and discipline,

3. The Director of Works, General Headquarters,
Egyptian Expeditionary Force, will act as adviser to
+he General Officer Commanding, The Force in Bgypt,

on 2ll matters connected with his Directorate.

¥O., The Headquarters, Force in Hgypt will be
established 2t Savoy Hotel, CAIRO.

Telegraphic address - SUPERFLUX,

(sd.) @.P.DAWNAY

for Major General,
chief of the General Staff,
Bcyptian Expeditionary Force,
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Minutes of the Commander-in-Chief's Conference,
held at LATRON at 1100, 3rd January, 1918.

E

Present: ommander-in-Chief,

Desert Mounted Corps (Major-
General Barrow),

XXth Corps,

. XXLst Corps,

S., Desert Mounted Corps.

S., XXth Corps,

B.G.,G.8S., XXIst Corps.

Brig-General Clayton,

Lieut-Colonel Rohbertson.

Lieut-Colonel Nugent,

W@ Qoo

OO0 O G
L]

G otd
L]

L

; Lieut-Colonel Nugent gave a general review of the
enemy situation.

s General Bulfin explained the dispositions of the
XX1Ist Corps, When his line was completed he anticipatec
being able to withdraw one brigade from each division
into reserve,

General Bulfin a2lso stated that he was endeavour-
ing to establish an Advanced Supply Depot north of
the NAHR AUJA, in order to maintain troops there
should a spell of wet weather set in. He required a
decauville line from YAZUR (071.L.9.b.,) to SELMEH
(T.27.b), and stated that he was laying corduroy roads,
from wood collected in the MULEBBIS district, over the
marshy ground in the vicinity of the AUJA.

3, General Chetwode explained the dispositions of

the XXth Corps, which provide for one complete division
being held in reserve, He stated that he hoped to be
in possession of EL MUNTAR within the next few days,

4, After discussion as regards the Dbest means of
watching the gap between the XXth and XXIst Corps,
the Commander-in-Chief decided that one mounted
regiment was sufficient, and that it should be
attached to one of the Corps for this purpose. The
remainder of the mounted Division to be concentrated
in the vicinity of railhead as a mobile reserve
under his orders,

5. General Chetwode requested a ruling as to the
degree of mobility to be maintained by his reserve
division, The Commander-in-Chief decided that the
fighting portion of the division should retain
mobility to be able to move within 48 hours' notice,
and that the whole division would be expected to move
after 5 days' notice, This would enable a large
number of horses to be withdrawn to the rear and would
ease the supply situation,

6. The Commander-in-Chief expressed a desire that
more attention should be given to the dress of the men,
especially in the back areas,

7. All Corps Commanders requested that their troops
in rest should receive liberal supplies of towels

and underclothing, The Commander-in-Chief geve his
sanction to this,

G,8,(0),Adv, G,H.Q,
3/1/18.
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UGeneral Vfficer Commanding,

XXth Corps.,

p In order still further to consolidate our
gains in Southern PALBSTINE, it is desirable that the
right of your Corps should be advanced easiwards and
northwards to include FRIHA (JERICHO) and crossings
on BESH SHERIEH (River JORDAN).

The occupation of that area would attain
the following results: -

(2) Prevent enemy incursions into the chuntry
known =8 the Wilderness,

(b) Create a2 situation which would not only
threaten the HEDJAZ Lines of Communication, but wlhich
would provide a point of departure for operations
gastwarads,

(¢) BHBnable trade routes to be opened from the
DEAD SEA ports into LOWER PALESTINE,

2. The capture and retention of EL MUNTAR

(Q 12 centrel) is a necessary preliminary to further
operetions, 2nd when that place is occupied it will,
to a considerable extent, ensure the security of thﬂ
country lying to the south,

It is believed that preparations to carry
this into effect have already been made by you,

S Although the enemy has withdrawn a
considerable proportion of his hospitals and heavy
transport east of the JORDAN, there is 2 possibility
that he may offer a strong resistance on his prepared
KHAN HATHRUNEH position, to z direct advance on ERIHA,

It is, therefore, possible that the solution
of the problem may be found in a gradusl closing in
on ERIHA from the south and north, rather than in =
ntal attack.

This possibility is mentioned, &s the
Commander-in-Chief does not wish to incur hesvy losses
in an opersation where time is not the ruling factor
and where the enemy's position precludes the likelihood
of obtaining results commensuraste with heavy losses,

4, The Commander-in-Chief desires you to submit,
fur his approval, proposals to achieve the object
mentioned in para. 1,

(Sgd.) L, J. BOLS.
Major-Genersal,
Chief of the Generszl Staff,

Egyptian ExXpeditionary Force,
Adv, G, H.Q.

5/1/18.,
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G.B., 722,

General Officer Commanding.

XXth Corps,
XXIst Corps,
Desert Mounted Corps,

;1B The call for economy in Man Power renders it
necessary to substitute in front line units of the
Signal Service & proportion of Class 'B' men for men

of Class 'A', especially in the less skilled occupatiorms

2 Personnel of Clags 'B!' will shortly be available
and in the first instance, the following numbers will
be replaced :-

Bach Divisional Signal Company of the XXth Corps
(including 10th Division) and XXIst Corps will
absordb 15 'B' men,

Bach Corps Signal Company of the XXth, XXIst and
Desert Mounted Corps will z=bsorbd 20 'B' men,

This substitution will be applied first to
pioneer trades :- batmen, telephone operators, cooks,
ete,

Further subditution among sappers will be
effected man-for-man as suitably trained men become
available, A further 70 men (approximately) will bve
distributed within each of the XXth and XXIst Corps

in this category, under arrangements to be made by
the D,A.85, with the A D,A.S8, of Corps and the
Signal JVepot,

Class 'B! reinforcements will be provided up to
those numbers; and in future Signal units will demand
Class 'B' men to replace any men of that class who
may become casualties,

Se All Class 'A' personnel released will be sent to
the Signal Depot, ALEXANDRIA a8 soon as possible,

(Sgd.) H. L. WRIGHT,
Ma jor,

for
Major General,
Chief of the Genersl Staff,

Egyptian Expeditionary Force,
Adv, G, H.Q.

6/1/18.
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G.S.236/4.

General Officer Commanding,
Australian Imperial Force in Egypt,

New Zealand Expeditionary Force,

e e R e e e O e S W e P R e e e S e

The attzched copies of correspondence from
the Commandant, A, & N,Z, Training Centre and Details
Camp, is referred to you for your views, please,
before a decision is made,

The School suggested by Major Wells appears
desirable if details regarding instructors and
sccommodation could be arranged, but War 0ffice
sanction would have to be obtained for the increased
establishment,

(Signed) J, Spencer,
Lt=Col,
for Major-General,
Chief of the General Staff,
Egyptian Expeditionary Force,

G.,H.Q. ,B.E,F,
14/1/18,
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Commandant,
A, & N,Z, T,C, & D. Camp, MOASCAR.

_---—--_n--.--_#.l--l--------l-ll—-—'--ll'---llil

Ref . An Austrelian & New Zealand Officers! School
at MOASCAR.

I beg to submit the following training proposal
for your earnest consideration: -

A small School to be started at MOASCAR Camp for
‘the training of young Austrzlian & New Zealand
Officers - Duration of each Course not to exceed 4

weeks,

From what I have observed, a younger and less
experienced type of Officer is gradually filling up
the vearicus Regiments from Overseas than was previously
the case, w#Many officers pass through MOASCAR, after
heving been wounded or sick; others come there on the
Training Cadre, These officers, who may have done
magnificent work in the Field, are, in my opinion,
not trained in what an officer should know, In
conversation with them 1 find that they do not
understand what real discipline means, how to be
friends with their men without being familiar, how
to check a man for not saluting and how to tell him
off in an Orderly Room; how to really instruct a
squad or drill a Mounted Trcop, and the many other
things 2 competent officer Bhould know, It is
simply plzcing the cart before the horse to lecture
every day to the hundreds of men who pass through
MOASCAR on the subject of discipline generally when
their own officers are not capable or willing to
speak to them themselves on these and other subjects,
It is understood that officers of the N,Z2, E.F, have
in some cases had a certain amount of training before
teaving New Zealand, and the above remarks therefore
might not apply to them to .quite such an extent,

It may be argued that the Cadets' Course
at ZEITOUN will now meet these requirements, but I
do not agree with this, for the following reasons: -
The duration of the Cadets'! Course is 3 months, and
has only recently been started for the Aus. & New Zeal-
and Forces, it will thus be fully © months or a
year before its influence on the training of young
of ficers is really felt, and in the meantime there
must be a large number of more or less junior officers
who will have missed this Course; there is also =a
considerable amount of Infantry Training in the Course,

The expenditure required for the small
establishment suggested would be a mere nothing in

comparison with the value of the training imparted
to Officers,

I suggest a small and separate Camp here
with the following Staff: -

1 Senior Instructor with rank of T/Major and chosen
from the Imperial Army.

1 Assistant " ’ w o n/captain do,

1 Adjutant " w # 7/captain and chosen
from A, & N.Z . Forces,

4 N,C,0s, . " of T/Sergeant and chosen

from A, & N,z Forces,

/Any
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Any other staff required could be found from here,

Wi+h reference to the Senior Imnstructor, it
would be obviously more suitable for this officer to
have fairly Senior rank with several years of past
experience, and I can forward the name of a suitable
and I believe available Officer if required, <+ossibly
one of the two British Infantry Officers who are
coming here to complete the Instructional Sstaff, and
who are on the way from England now, could fill the
place of the Assistant Instructor, In this manner
no extra expense would be incurred excepi the
difference between Captain and Major's rank in the
case of the Senior Instructor,

I am sure that this small Institution is
earnestly needed, even if only temporarily, and if
provisional sanction be given L could start the Schiool
at once, borrowing from my own Instructional Staff,

(sgd.) R, P. WELLS, Major,

15th Hussars,
Chief Instructor,
MOASCAR.
10th January, 1918,
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From ; The Commander-in-Chief,
Hgyptian fxpeditionary Force,

To t+ Rear-Admiral Commanding,
Egypt and Red Sea,
Advanced Yeneral Geadguarters,
21lst January, 1918,
Sir,

It has been brought to my notice that, during the
operations which took place on the XXIst Corps front on
21st, 22nd and 23rd Vecember, 1917, the date on which
navael co-operation was asked for by General Headquarters
did not coincide with that asked for by XXIst Corps,

I much regret that you were wrongly informed of
the date on which your co-operation was required,
Fortunately, operations were not materially affected
by this, and your valuable support on the morning of
the 22nd greatly contributed to our success,

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
(Sgd.) »,3,.H,ALLEVBY,
General,

Commander-in-Chief,
Hgyptian Expeditionary Force,
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G.S5,236/4,

Generzal Officer Commanding,
Desert llounted Corps,

e e el gl ool sl sl S S S . e e el el e g g e

With reference to your G,525, dated 17th
January, 1918, your proposal, to form a School for
the training of young officers at KELAB is approved
ags a temporary measure,

Please state your exact requiremenis as
regards accommodation as early as possible,

With reference to paragraph 4 of your letter,
it is regretted that it is impossible to make any
grant towards the starting of = lless and Library,

The proposal set forth in paragraph 5 of
your letter regarding the duration of the course,
the number of pupils to be taken, and the attachment
of a Squadron to the Scheol, is concurred 1im,

Will you please forwerd a copy of the
syllabus which you propose to carry out at the School,

(8gd.) A. B, ROBERTSON,

Lt-Col.
for Major-General,
Cchief of the General Stalfl,
Beyptian Bxpeditionary Force,
G.H.Qy Tt
29/1/18,
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G.5,971,

From : The Commander-in-Chief,
Bgyptian Expeditionary Force,

To : The Secretary,
War Office, London, S.,W,1l.

il P — . - — il

General Headgquarters,
30th Janu=ry,1918,

Sir,

In reply to your A3/1046, of 28th November, 1917,
I have the honour to report as follows: -

j 1 Wastage of S,A,A, caused by men throwing it away
to lessen weight is not apparent in this force,

2. A percentage of loss is caused by -

(2) Press clip fastener on web equipment becoming
unserviceable, The stud fits very lightly
in the recess, and when sand or grit lodge in the
latter, or when the stud gets out of shape, the
flap cannot be fastened down and the S.,A.A.
falls out.

(b) Unsatisfactory nature of the leather pouch
equipment, These pouches quickly lose their
shape, becoming soft and gaping at the ends,
thus allowing the ammunition to slip out,

(¢) PFailure to close the pouch after extracting
a charger,

(d) Use of cotton bandoliers which tear easily and
the ammunition falls out,

To minimise this loss I am employing the following
methods =

I Frequent inspectious,
14 Svstematic salvage,
III Irmediate repair of equipment.

IV Training to close pouch immediately a charger
is extracted.,

V  The use of cotton bandoliers is forbidden,
except on emergency,

I have the honour to bem
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

(Sgd.) I.l. I].. BDLS, TFE.J—IG'EH. chlS'
for General,
Commander-in-Chief,

Hgyptian Expeditionary Force,
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