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| WAR DIARY.
G‘i s- (0) . G‘-H-Q. EiEtF-
MARCH 1918

e — — — — — —

Birsalem.
Kilo.290. 1., 0PERATIONS.
Msrch 1st.
0850. XX Corps wire. Cavalry situation report. Enemy pa-
trol were driven off from Khurbet es Sumrah (11l3.J.14)
who proceeded up Beisan rosad.

2200. Cabled Troopers London repeated as usuel. Situation
report. Situation unchanged. Patrol encounter &s
above. (B.A.915).

2.MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

Daily wires relating to moves. G.241,G.A.488,0AM.161,
OAM.l62.

0400. Troopers London céable. 7th Divn.now under E.RB.F.
(63204 of 28th Feby).

0415. Troopers London cable. 18 pdr.reduced charges available
- agsked how meny should be despatched. (53288 of 28thFeb).

1005. Cabled Troopers London. Asking if G.S.914 of Jan.29 had
been received. (EB.A.913).

1200. Wired Communicstions Kelab asking on whet date they would
extend to include Jerusalem. (0AM159).

Wrote Ge0.C.,Des.Mtd.Corps allotment of Squadron,R.F.C.
' (G.S.104/29).
Wrote G.0.C.,21st Corps approving as temporary measure
during operations the &lotment of 2 pack donkeys per
Divn.for carrying Trench Wireless sets. (G.S.710).

Wrote Military Gov.Jerusalem re Guards. (G.S5.946).

Wrote Saaratﬁry,ﬁ&r 0ffice forwarding proposed Wer Esteab-
lishments for 0.B.T.A. (G.S.863/1).

March 2nd. 1. OPERATIONS.
0127. 21st Corps wire. Unusugl movement at Lubban. (G.315).

0804. 20 Corps wire. Enemy mounted patrols attempted to advance
west of Beigsan road but were driven back. (G.603).

1108. 21st Corps wire. Shukbah occupied et dawn without oppo-
sition. (@.319).

1804, 21st Corps wire. An Algerian soldier came into our lines
at Kibbish stating that he esceped from Stamboul 15 months

ago. (G.325).

1835. 20th Corps wire. 53rd Div. established posts M.l3.c.7.7.
M.1%3.B.8.4. M.14.A.8.4. ref.1/20,000 mep. Large enemy
mounted parties seen in lleby Saleh. (G.610).

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

Deily wires relating to moves. OAM.165.

0500. Troopers London ceable despatching forthwizth 12 How.
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Birsalem.
Kilo.295.
March.2nd.

March Srd.
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0830.

0845.
1000.

1959.

1945,

2300.

2355,

0845 .

1040.
1926.

20956 .
0935.

2245,

0430.

0700.

0700.
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carriages and limbers with 56 wagons and limbers. 18

(63259 .As2.0f 1/3/
Troopers London cable approval given to increase of W.E.
699/47. (63263.8.D.0f 1st).

Troopers cable W.E.,0.Z.T.A. approved with exceptions
(53295.8.D.2.0f 1st).,
Admirelty arranging to despatech

Troopers London cable.
(63306 of 1st).

boats for Desad Sea.

Ge0.C,. ,Aden.

Wires can vacancies for Artﬁ.clasa Zeitoun
be allotted officers from Aden. .

(1827
Cabled Troopers London. iould like 50,000 rounds 18 pdr.
reduced charges (B.A.917)

Troopers London cebled spproving W.E., G.0.C.,F.in E.,
HeQ. ,Delta and mainland Force and H.Q. Alexandria district.
(563344 S.D.2).

Troopers London cabled approving W.E.,P.L.of C. submitted
with G.S.907 of 9/1/18. (66214 S.D.2).

1.0PERATIONS.

20th Corps wire. 60th Div. reconnoitred crossings over
River Jordan yesterday from El Ghoraniyeh to Dead Ses.

Cavalry petrol reached to about 300 yards from E1l Hennsa
Ford and about 1 mile from Bl Ghoranyeh Bridge. (G.615)
20th Corps wire. 53rd Div.H.Q. now 099.U.12.C.51.(G.619)

T4th Div.have assumed command of front

20th Corps wire.
(Ge634)

hitherto allotted 55rd Div.
(G.632).

20th GUTPE wire. T4th Di?’.H. Qi REEEllah-

2let Corps wire.
Stn. Pilot and observer wounded.

Enemy saeroplane landed near Wilhelma
(Ge330).

Caebled Troopers London,repeated s usual. Evening report.
(El&l 921) L]

2.MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

Deily wire releting to moves. (0,A.d.165).

Troopers London cable. Approving 4 Asst.B.S5.0's graded
Staff Lieuts 1lst Class asked for by cable E.A.909 of
28/2/18. (562343.8.D.2.0f 2nd).

Trooper London cable. No shipments of remounts can teake
place until after completion of move of Indieam Cevéalry.
(535394 .Wello Ged ) e

Troopers London cabled. 4 San.Sects.will be despatched
when availsble. (53391.A.M.D.1).

Wrote G.0.C.20th Corps. Inspector of Ammunition was be-
ing sent to examine How. Ammunition of 10th Division.
(G.8.910/1 of 3rd).
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Birsalem.
Kilo.295. 1. OPERATIONS.

MMarch 4th.
0808, 20th Corps wire. 231lst Bde.relieved by %lst Bde. (G.636)

0814. 20th Corps wire. Hill in M.6.D.occupied by 74th Div.(G.657)

1037. 20th Corps wire. Hill in M.6.D.reported occupied 1in error;
enemy still holding. (G.642).

0716. 21lst Corps wire. QConsiderable activity yesterday aftermoon
et Deir Bullut (G.341).

2300, Csbled Troopers London,repested as ususal. Evening report.
No chenge in situstion. The Austrslian Flying Corps carried
out & bombing raid to-day on El Kutrani. On the reailway
line 2 direct hits were obtained and on the aaru%rnme 12i

B.Ak.2E4).

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

2115. Cabled Chief, London. Changes in disposition. (E.A.922).
2250, Cabled Troopers London. Monthly railway report (EB.A.923).

2300. Cabled Chief London. Stongly advising that Count Ballobar
ba &gllowed to proceed Cairo on leave and retum Jeruselem
when heslth restored. (BoAs925).

2145. Wired Militery Governor Jerusslem. BEBgyptian Military
Police are not to be employed in guearding Holy Shrines in
Jerusalem. Hecessary Moslem police will be found from
Gwalior Battn.now attached to 20th Corps. (OAM.172).

0500. Troopers cabled. Regretted the 3 M.G.Sqdns cannot now be
sent with Indian Cavalry,owing to urgent need for 1I.G.
units in France. (53402 S.D.2).

Wrote Generel Steff, He jaz Operations. Regsarding trans-
port snd ordnence requirements. (2/58/26/U).

Wrote Corps and other formetions that it had been decided
to withdraw 211 Smsell Box Respirators,less 10 per cent.

| (GoS.485/3)
Minutes of Conference held to disuss the re-organissation
of 7th Division. (G.S.905/5).

March 5th. 1. OPERATIONS.
1855. 20th Corps wire. A patrol to Deir En Nidham C.25.A. at

0730 this morning killed 3 Turks and csptured 1 officer and
2 0.Re All from 3rd Cavalry Div. (G.670).

2155. Cabled Troopers London. Bvening r&purt.(Rep?ata& aa)usual]
B.A.9287).

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION .

0920. Troopers London cabled that after consulting London Geologi-
cal Society the Ministry of Munitions was most anxious to
_send out from home & well gualified expert with knowledge
of geology and chemistry to exsmine occupied territory for
easential salts and minersls. Requested my views. (53485 )

1055. Cabled to Troopers London. GChanges in organisation of 7th
Div.contemplated. (B.A.926).

2207. Cabled Troopers London. Thaet 2nd A.A.G. for O.E.T.A.asked
for in E,A.806 wes for infipection duties. Asked for
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Bir Ssalem,
Kilo.295. specisl sllowance for Militery Govermor Jerusalem of

March 5th. £100 per year for entertaining Missions etec. (B.A.928).

2300. Troopers London cabled. Concurring in proposal to number
new Car Patrols 8 and 9. (53509 ).

Wrote Corps as to employment of bsyonet fighting and
physical training instructors. (G.S./1022).

Wrote rear-Admirel S.N.0. Bgypt and Red Sea that it is
not possible to supply & pivot mounting for the 4.7 inch
QeF.Mark IV at Femegusta, &s no such mountings &are

aveilable. Ge S.400) .

Wrote Secretary,Wsr Office asking for additions to estab-
lishments of “elta Force,Sollum Section, and H.Q.Alexan-
dria Districts. (GeS.894).

" Wrote Secretary,War O0ffice,forwarding proposed establish-
ment for a Motor Ambulsnce Transport Company. (G.S.1023).

Wrote Secretary,War 0ffice,requesting that the addition
of one motor cycle to the establichment of & horsed air-

line section might be approved. (G.S.710).

Progremme for H.R.H, The Duke of Connaught's visit to the
Battlefield of Gaza, end inspection of troops at Ramleh.
(GeS.1000])

Merch.6th. l. OPERATIONS.

0814. 20th Corps wire. 53rd Diva.occupied N.1l6 central N.l5.a.
and ¥ .14.b. without opposition and are remeining there.
51t Brigade relieved 231lst Bde.on line ,2665 (K.7.D.)
Jufne Bmir 16.A. &t 2300. 30th Bde.relieved 51lst Bde.
on line G.6.D. +2665. (G.682). |

0982. 20th Corps wire. Patrols towards Jordan established posts
in 113.L.28.8. Ls+30.C. Patrol towards Ghoraniyeh drew 1rifle

fire from 127.Q.7.c. and shell fire Mandesi lE?.Q? 19. }
Glesz -

1836. 20th Corps wire. 60th Divan.report no Turks seen Bast of
Jordan below 127 Q.27. 10th Divn.patrol entered Deir en
Didham this morning unopposed but was sniped at from C.ll.d
during day, was also shelled by enemy gun from direction
of Ker Ain A.24.c. on leaving villeage. (G.700).

1822. 21st Corps wire. DBattle H.Q. 75th Div.cpened &t Kibbiah
1600 today. (Go.362).

Wrote Ge0.Ce,ReA.F, Middle East :- "Reliable information
has been received that a dirigible airship of the Zeppelin
type may shortly be expected to operate in the Bastern
lieditterrenesan. In view of the possibility of ettacks

be ing made upon Alexsndria, Port Said and the Suez Cenel,
will you please state what measures can be taken by you

in co-operation with the Haﬂﬁ,ta deal with sny attacks that

may be made" (G.S5.104/32

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

1850, Cabled Troopers London. Senction requested to substitute
1l Staeff Sergt.A.V.C. for 1 of the Sergts.A.V.C. iIn estab-
ments of Camel Transport Cos.snd Donkey Transport Coys.

(E.A.929).
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Bir Salem,
Kilo. 295 ™
Merch 6th.

March 7th.
1927,

2150

0640.

1. OPERATIONS.

Wrote Seecretary War Office forwarding revised statement
of distribution of units on P.L.of C. and of Force in-

Bazypt. (z/84).

Wrote Secretary War Office regarding issue of training
publigations. (G.3.,561).

Wrote Secretery Wear Office forwarding gsteblishments
showing the conversion of transport of certain units on
to a mﬂﬂlﬁd basis. (G-S-BTB]-

20th Corps wire. Situation report. 60th Divn.report

thet the Ghoraniyeh Bridge on eastern side destroyed.
Approsch on eastern side &lso blown &away, &epproach on
western side intact. Length of bridge about 80 feet,
width about 12 feet. Turkish post on east side of bridge.
Petrol reports Mendesi ford passable for infantry without
equipment, impassable for animals. Depth at ford 2 feet?,
bresdth 70 yards, current 10 miles per hour. (G.722).

Gabled froopers London repeated as usual. Bvening report.
On the 20th Corps front this morning,the 53rd and 74th
Divns.sdvanced snd occupied line as follows :- Kh.Bn.Ne jneh
(11%.8.24) Taiyibeh - Kh Kefh Ans - Yebrud - 099.1.9.a.

Bxcept et Nejmeh and Taiyibeh no opposition was met. On

the 21st Corps front, 75th Divn. &lso with no opposition
occupied line 099.C.l4.a. - Kh AzZez - Kh el Beide. The
enemy blew up Ghoraniyeh bridge last night. (B.A.954).

2. MOVES AND ORGANIZATION.

Cable from Troopers London that orders had been given for

despatch to Alexandris base of twelve 2,75 equipments with stores

0950.

1425.

1845.

Merch 8th.
0812.

185%2.

0759.

and saddlery for 3 batteries of four guns each. (53647 )A.2.

Cabled Chief Indie in reply ﬁﬁg égglzssa deted 15/2/18
that no sdditionsl Deputy J& eral was considered

necessary at present. (@GST.155).

Cabled Troopers London asking for 2 extra Army Troops
Goys.R.E., and 1 special Coy.for Weterwork which lstter
could be reised locelly. Asked for approval of War
Bstablicment of Water Coy. set out in ®able. (B.A,932).

Cabled Troopers LOndon givin?ramsndm&nts required to
Order of Bﬁttlﬂt (Eillgsa

wrote Secretery,War Office asking for incre&ses of the
Supply eand Transport Directorate,W.E. Part XI,?D-Bﬁ?. )
G.s. ?81 L1

1.0PERATIONS.

20th Corps wire. 230 Bde.relieved 231 Bde at 0300 from
Junetion with 10th Diwva. to Kh.Kefr Ans exelusive. (G.725)

20th Corps wire. 29th Bde.reconnoitred ne ighbourhood Neby
Sgleh resching high ground C.10.D. C.11.C. end C.11l.D.
finding no trace of enemy though our petrol sniped from

long renge. (g:T4R)

21st Qorps wire. Situation unchanged. Operation yester-
day met no opposition except 1ittle sniping from hills N,
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Bir Salem.
Kilo 295, Abud and from Bl Diursah at patrol to Lubban. Ususal
Merch 8th, addressed. (G.376)

1400, Wired to Hedghog,Csiro ssking if withdrawal of Man-of-
Wer from Akaba as suggested by Brittania is sgreed to?
(OAN.184 )
2600. Wire from Hedghog Ceiro concurs with proposal in OANM 184,
subjeect to appointment of N.T.0.Akabs. (G.H.14).

2o MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

Daily wires relating to moves (OAM 182 sand B.A.939).

1110, Cebled Troopers London asking for additionel G.S.0.2.
for G.S8."I" (4)- (B.A.935).

1450 Cabled Troopers London asking for a third Sound Renging
Sections (B.A,937).

1815, Cabled Troopers London asking when two observation sec-
tions, Pield Survey Co. might be expected. (EB.A.938).

Wrote Secretary,War Office asking for increase in es-
teblishment, Part XI, 699/54 (G.S.648).

Wrote Sacy, War Qffice. Monthly Report on Coast Defences,
Barrage, ete. (2/76).

Marech 9th.. 1l.0PERATIONS.

2300, Cabled Chief London repeated &s ususl. Situation Evening
Report .2000. (B.A.944).

2300. Cabled Chief London repested as usual,that YL0th Diwvn.
front is now a8 follows:- 099.M.7.4d¢ - Gedc - C.1l8.8. -
C.,l6.¢. = C.26.d. - their left bri gade having occupied
high ground north of Deir en Nidham yesterday without
opposi tion. (B.A.940).

2.MOVES AND ORGAIISATION.

Daily wires relating to moves. (QOAM.185,0AM.168,0AM.189
BM.550).

0400. Troopers London cebled that 2000 Category "A" infantry
notified in W.O.Letter 121/Draft/9424 of Jen.5th would
not be sent. 2000 Category personnel "B" would be sent
&8 soon as available. 53766.A.,G.1).

0845. Troopers London cabled regretting that 2nd A.A.G. for 0.
B.T.A., could not be approved. (563799).

12285. Cabled Troopers London,requesting sanction for W.E, for
He Jaz Operations based on Aksba,and W.E. for Akaba Base.
(B.A,941),

1255, Cabled Troopers London that the gselacted liajor-General
O.:.T;:Li Bstabt. is urﬁrb‘l.tlﬁ I'equirﬂﬁ.. (E.A.Qf&:ﬂ).

Wrote Secrétary,Weaer Qffice forwerding Estaeblisiment for
He jaz Operations based on Aksba and for Aksba Base
(GeS.1001).

Wrote Seecretary Wer Office forwarding revised Establish-
mentg of Motor Cars for G.H.Q. lst Bchelon and H.Q.
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Bir Salem.,
Kilo.295. Administration Services and Department, and requesting

Msrch 9th, approval. (GeS./721).

Wrote Secretary,War Office asking that scale of N.C.0s.
for a Field Survey Coy.,R.E.enumerated in the letter,
might be approved. (G.S./522).

Wrote G.0.C. Desert lMounted Corpes sesnctioning as a locel
messure 1 camel per R.H.A. Bde. for Trsnsport W/T sets
end 2 donkeys per Bde for Wireless QOperators. G.S.1004.

$. MISCELLANEOUS.

1540.Cabled Chief London with reference to my B.A.897 of
25/2/18 enquiring whether the troops coming out to join
the french contingent would be fit for fighting and com-
plete in transport. (E.A.943).

Merch 10th. 1. OPERATIONS.
Bvening
2330, Cabled Chief London repeated as usual. Situatinn/rapmit
(B.A.958).

0940. Commandant Akabs cabled:- "There is no change. On 7th
instant a very successful seroplane s&ttack on Maan was
carried out,direct hits being scored on telegraph station
engine gheds. 4 seroplenes participasted, and for the
first time, Maan village was bombed. (664) .

1220, Commandant Aksaba cabled:- "iMlessage as under from Sherif
Feisel. Commences. Our army compelled to esvacusate
Tefile as result of eneny's atteck with very strong forces.
We have taken up defensive line &t El Shobek. As soon
as possible, attack South of Masan will be mads. Gun?lud?a.
668 ).
2. MOVES AND ORGANIZATION.

0400. Chief London cabled asking what heavy artillery in this
force could be gZiven up. (53818)

0730. Troopers London cabled spproving 1 G.S.0.2.88 Chief Field
Censor snd 1 for Press Controller and propoganda. (53865-5)

1005. Cabled Briteania Egypt that presence of Mam-of-War Akaba
could be dispensed with. (B.A./945).

1025, Cabled Chief London with reference to Russians in Jewish
Battalion end ssking for instructions a&s to what national-

ities shonld remein with Jewish battaelions and how I
should dispose of others. (B.A.946).

1255, Cabled Troopers London repegted Britforce Salonika, that
conld let four batteries 6™ Hows.coming from Mesopotamia
proceed direct to Selonika, or could send & batteries now
at Alexsndrie if preferred. (B.A.948).

1955, Cabled Troopers London for sanction to add 20 0.R.,&8 Ber-
man Interpreters to W.EB. Part XI, No.871l, Corps of Guides
and Interpreters. (B.A.950).

2200. Chief London cabled it was impossible to transfer railway
personnel or lsbour to this force from lMesopotamis.
American Government have bean communicated with &s to for-
metion of Railway Operating Companies. (53884).

2300, Chief London cabled that Foreign 0ffice has been asked to
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Bir Salem.

Kilo.295.
March 10th. infomm French Govemment that the French Troops which

they proposed to send could not be meintained in Pales-
tine at present and requested them to defer thelr des-
Pﬂt ch, (53888 } o

March 1llth. 1.0PERATIONS.

1818. 2lst Corps wire. BEnemy patrol seen at Bd Diukah. Enemy
shelled Abud Roed &ll moming till 1300. 54th Diwvn.advd,
H.Q. opened linlebbis. (G.414).

2515. Cabled Chief London repeated as usuel. Situation,Evening

report. The 53rd and 74th Divans. last night amd through-
out the day continued their sdvance resching the line 119
Q.20.b. = 099.L.11.b, - L.10.b.- high ground south of
Sinjil (J.3%.central) - J.31l.8, This line is now being
consolidated. 10th Divan. advanced their line which now
runs from left of 74th Divan. to Arbrein - 099.H.19.c.350.
- Arura - thence &s before. 5 mechine guns and 2 Lewis
guns have been captured by 74th Divn. and on one brigade
front 76 enemy dead have been counted. Low clouds pre-
cl uded aircraft co-operation. (BsA.955),

2.MOVES AND ORGANISATION.
Daily wires relating to moves. (QAM.195 and OAM.200)
1230. Cabled Chief London,chaenges in dispositions. )E.A.954).

Wrote G.0.C.,Force in BEgypt,regarding administration of
provinces of Sinai end of the Westem Desert. (G.S.894).

March 12th. 1.OPERATIONS.

0825. 20th Corps wire. Situation 5%rd Divn. occupied hill in
Q.13.8. and b. end Kh.Abu Yelah during night. (G.817).

2020 20th Corps wire. 74th Divn.report considerasble bodies of
enemy seen abont Khimuriﬂh {Li5i&-i) and L.6.De. 10th Div.
state enemy ere holding ridge in H.22,83,24. (G.837),

0754. 21st Corps wire. Rentis occupied at 0400,and by 0600
ri ght of sttack had reached Bl Tinany ridge 085.X.5.0.88
to V.54,.0.88. Me jdel Yaba in Tlames.

1835. 213t Corps wire. 756th and 54th Divisions have now cap-
tured all objectives. Some oppocsition encountered at
Sh Barsz ed Din 085.U.1l.2. About 36 prisoners reported
teken up to date. (G.I.8385).

224%. 21st Corps wire. Counter a.ttaeﬁ on 085.V.ldsbeat 1415
was repulsed and enemy driven mff out fram line of Sangras
500 yards north east. (G.424).

2300. Cabled Chief London,repesated as ususal. Evening situation
report . (BE.A.958).

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

1910. Wire relating to moves. (OAM.202).

1420, Cabled oopers London s tating that in addition to the o
sections still due, 11 more A.A.sections are required to
provide protection for Kenteara,Port Said,Alexandria,and G+

Cairo. (B.A.956).
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Bir Salem.

£110.295. Cabled Chief London regarding proposed appointment Colonel

March 1l2th. Huggett as Controller of Treasury in Financisal charge,
C.E.T.A, (B.A.957.

March 1l3th. 1.0FBERATIONS.

2202. 21st Corps wire. XXIst Cavelry report in touch with XXth
Corps Cevelry and 10th Viwn. About 200 enemy holding
Beit Rima. (G.442).

£2220. Cabled Chief London,repeated as usual. Situation report.
Day quiet on whole front, consolidated is satisfactorily
proceeding. A counter-sat tack yesterday against our new
poci tions west of Deir Ballut was repulsed and enemy were
driven from line of sangers 500 yards N.W.of that placse.
Approximate captures reported between 9th end 12th - 17
officers 265 0.,R. (not ineluding wounded) 13 M.Gs.,d aunto-
matic rifles and ammunition in lerge quantitiss. Informa-
tion to hand that Tafile on March 12th was in Turkish occu-
pation. (B.A.961).

0400. 2. Moves AND ORGANIZATION.

Troopers London csble approving grading of Staff Officers and
Est ablfshment for Hed jez Operations based on Akaba.

0730. Troopers London cabled authorising despatch from India to
Egypt of 2 Field Coys.Sappers, dege of ambarkatiu? full:;wa.
54053 ).

0935. Trnﬂpefa London cable spproves in general chenges in organ-
isation of 7th Div, 54086) .

1130, Cabled Troopers London regarding the bresking up of 105rd

15630. Wingate Cairo wire regerds recruiting of Jews unwise at
present owing to danger from enemy subjects. (260).

Wrote Secretary War Office requests sanction. for increases
as shewn therein of Base Horse Transport Depot (War Estab-
lishment,Part XI,No.699/175). (G.S.1039).

Wrote Secretary,War Office regarding erreangements made for
the Administ ration of occupied enemy territory ::En Pslas?ine.
GeS.865).

Mear ch.l4th. 1.0PERATIONS.

1854, 21st Corps wire. At 0730, 800 Turks were seen in 084.N.l1l9
moving east with 300 pack animels. They were seen &at 0850
near Zawieh snd at 0850 500 seen moving from Zawieh towards

Raf at . (G.452).

2240, Cabled Chief London repested &s ususl. Situation report.
60th Divn. this morning occd Bl Mussallabeh (113.W.34) and
high ground in Y.lO0.a. 400 enemy dead were counted as & re-
sult of the engsgements between 9th and 12th March. It is
reported by Sherif Feisal that his forces are constructing
a defensive line &t Bl Shobek, to which place they have re-
tired in good order.,

1120. 2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

Wire to Descorps and 20th Corps relating to moves. (0AM.210)
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Bir Salem.
Kile £95,
March 14th.

March 15th.

0400.

0710,

0915.

1035,

1250.

22950.

22920.

0741.

0805,

2200 .

0400.

0400.

0700.

0700.

07350.

1840.

2545,
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Cable from Troopers London advises that en sdditional
Sound Ranging Seection will be sent to this o rce in M?y.
. (64107
Cable from Troopers London. Appointment of Col.Huggett
as finpance Official for Occupied Territory cannot be
sanetioned. (54156 )

Chief Delhi cabled that it is intended to train Indian
ranks to replace certain British personnel in Divisional
Signal Coys, in order to conserve British man-power
(20306 ).
Cabled Troopers London asking for numbers &llotted for
R.F.A, Bdes formed for 7th (Indian) Division, (B.A.%963).

Cabled Troopers London,advising amendments to PFebruary
Order of Battle. (B.,A.964).

Cabled Chief London urging sppointment of Colonel Hug-
gett Ire G.E-T;.ﬂ.- (Ei.&lgﬁﬁ)l

Troopers London cable asks "Can you arrange to man lo-pdr
9 cwt. equipments from within your owm resources?",

(54187)
1. OPERATIONS .
2lst Corps wire. At 1600 yesterdgy 20 Turks re-occupied
Beit Rima. (G.456).

20th Corps wire. Situastion unchanged. Quiet night. 60th.
Divan. report patrols to El Ghoraniyeh shelled and at all
fords 1lightly held by few enemy. Relief of 59rd Diwn. less
ReAs by 74th Divan.complete. Commend passed to G.0.C., 74th
Diva. at 2200 last night. (Gel7)..
Cabled Chief London, repeated &as usual. PBEvening report.
Situation unchanged. (B.A.969).

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

Troopers London cable regarding the retention of 14 Super-
numerary officers per Battalion. (64180. M.S.1

Troopers London cable regarding the provision of equipment

and vehicles necegssary for Canedian Railwgy Battalionm.
(564199 S.D.2).

Tro opers London ceble asks whether three 6-in Howpg: bat ter-

ies cgn be spared for France. (54203) JM.0.(2).

Tro opers London cable regerding recrcanisation of M.G=.
Cos. into Battns. (54186 S.D.2.)

Chief Indias cable advises that it is proposed to despatch
to Bgypt certain personnel of British Battalions in India
as soon as shipping is aveilable. (206357)

whe ther reply can be given re

Cabled Chief London askin% / :

erection of memorigl.

Troopers cebled spproving Bstabt. of A.S5.C, Officers ad-
ditiongl to those shown in other W.Bs. (67427 S.D.2).

Wrote G.0.C.,20th Corps regretting that formsation of Divi-
gi ongl Convalescent Camps cannot be ssnctioned. (Gs.1l043)
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Bir Sslem.
Kilo.295, 1. OPERATIONS.
March l1l6th.
1747, 21st Corps wire. Patrols sent to Belt Rima and Neby
Seleh report both unoccupied. (G.464).

2000, Cabled Chief London repeated as usual. BEvening report.
Nothing to report tonight. (BAO77)

1430. Aksbe wire. PFrom Joyce as follows:- Begins. A consider-
sbhle incresse in tents is shown by &ir reconnaissance
of Mean on March 13th. They now number 105. There
gre alo 6 large wooden huts and 15 small sheds north
of Station, snd others under comstruction. No movement
of troops observed. Ends. (686)

2.MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

0400. Chief Delhi cables that there is avsilable for impe diate
despatch one Field Company. Owing to the disturbance
on Bsluchistan frontier, this is temporsrily detained.

(20955).
0400. Troopers London cabled sanction given for the raur§ahiza-
tion of Heavy artillery Group H.Q. (54274 .5.D.2)

0400. Troopers London csbled regarding despatech of 9 Ba teries
6" Hows. now 8t Alexendria to Salonika and A.S5.C.,M.T.
unit to aecompany. (54226).

0800. Troopers London cable spproving proposal regarding Bat -
teries Nos.d87,592,594,and 396, (54272)

1005. Cabled GChief London reguesting provision for a second
A.A.G. to &8llow of en officer to be Inspector General
end deputy of Chief Adninistreator. (B.A.270).

1146. Cabled Chief London respecting the pulling up of Babaa
treck smmd railway requirements to Hel fa.

1255, Cabled Troopers Lonion asking that numbers mey be allotted
re the 5 batteries of 4.5" Hows.to be formed locally.
(BaA.973),
Wires relsating to moves. (R260).

1610. Troopers London cabled that Capt.Burnham sppointed Chief
Field Censor. (54311.8.D.2).

1815. Cebled Troopers Londan repeated Chief India asking for
uregent despatch of 2 Coys. Seppers. (Beho967).

2140, Cabled Troopers London that the lst Keshmir Rifles are |
unsuitsble for employment in a Divn. and should be utilized
to complete 20th Indien I n fentry Bde, and ssks which of
the British battel ions should be retained :(iIl this t)aase.

B.A.970).

2145. CGabled T roopers London regarding the provision of 8& T
drivers for Indisn infentry battalions and 6 Field Ambul en-

ces. (BE.A.976) .

2250. Wingate Csiro wired: "lMessage &S under from F.C.commences
My wire 327. At W.0s. regquest am asking French Government

to defer sending reinforcements proposed,on account of
difficulties existing in Palestine in the way of transport.

Concludes™,

Wrote G.0.C..20th Indisn Bde that Imperial Service Battns.
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Bir Salem,
Kilo 295.
March 1l6th. should retain their M.G.secti on and should not be equipped

with L.G'S. (G.S.649)

Wrote Seecy. War Office asking that the question of ap-
pointing a Canp Commandent for the Heliopolis Psl ace
Hotel may be reconsidered. (G.S.104/12).,

Wrote Secretary,War Office that the sppointment of In-
gpector of Prisoners of Wer Camps is required and he &
ascistent should be sdded to Estabnt.of G.HeQs,18t
Bchelon, under specisl appts. (War Estabts,Part XI.No
865) GeSe 916, '

March 17th, l. OPERATIONS.

080%. 20th Corps wire. Situation unchenged. 60th Divn.re-
port smell enemy ceavelry patrol seen riding towards
Ghoraniyeh bridge were dispersed by our fire. (Ged9) o

2110. Cabled Troopers repeated as usual, evening report. NoO
change. E.A.998.

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

Deily wires relating to moves. (OAM 219 end OAM 220).

0400. Troopers Londan cabled: "Will shortly semd you numbers
for batteries. Srd Arty Bde for 7th Indian Divn -
No.53. (54349.4.G.6).

0745. Troopers London cebled regerding the employment of com-
batent battn. formed in Mslta for L.of C. work - War

Betablishme ut 489 Part VII.

0900. Troopers London cabled that 8ll telegreams are to Dbe
sddressed "Troopers", at the commencement of the text
of all operation tel egreams "Opersations" in cipher to
be inserted. (54377) .

1000. Troopers London csble. Amendments to telegram No.
4275 ,Para 1. (BvRa215s

1215. Cabled Troopers London. Requests sanction for a 6th
Auxillisry H.T. Co, W.E.Part XI, 699/110. (B.A.978).

1230. Cabled Troopers London repeated Indiea requesting INEIX
reinfor cements for Bikanmer Camel Corps. (B.A./979).

1845. Cabled Troopers Londmm asks for aummarjr of proposed
establisment of Machine Gun Bn. (B.A./980)

1900. Cabled Troopers accepting 4 veacancies for Battery Com-
menders Course 31st March. (G.8.T./188)

1925, Cabled Troopers Lond on. Requests senction for addition
to W.®E. Part XI .No.867 H.Q. Admin. Services of A.D.A.B.
to supervise signals of Pslestine L.of C. (E.A.981).

2140. Troopers London cabled spproval for Addition of & Offrs,
graded as Steff Lieuts. 2nd Cl. % W.E.865. (54418).

March 18th. 1. OPERATIONS.

1749, 21st Corps wire. Patrols to Beit Rimas and Neby Salem
report all clear. (G.476).
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Bir Sslem.
Kilo 29b.
March 18th. 2150.

0400.

0400.

1120.

Merech 19th.
1858§.

22380

0700,
0700.

0830.

0950.

1030.

1045.

1450.

1720.

2054,
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Cabled Troopers Londaon repeated &s usual. Situation
unchenged. During the last o days heavy rains have
fallen.

2o MOVES ANID ORGANISATIOL .

Deily wires relating to moves. (OAM 224 and OAM 230).

(OAM.228).
Troopers London cabled that owing to man-power situation
sanction canmnot be given for formation of 5th Aux.H.T.
Coy. (54426).

Troopers Londom cabled genersal policy to be followed
regarding Jewish battslions and enlistments. (54424)

C abled Troopers London. Chaiges in dispositions.
(B.A.985)

1. OPERATIONS.

21st Corps wire. Hostile plane dropped bombs this
moming neasr Me jdel Yaba and Deir Bsallut and machine
gunned out line west of Bsallut. (G.483).

Cabled Troopers London repeated as usual. Time z000.
Operations. (B.A.991).

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

Troopers London cabled that senction camnnot be greanted
for edditionel H.T. Co. (54486).

Troopers Londan cable regarding proposed reduction of
pistols for non fighting units and substitution of
rifles, as pistols are urgently required for fighting
units. (54487.S.D.2).

Cabled Troopers Londan: "From every point of view I
consider the employment of Melta Battalion in Palestine
undesirsble." (BE.A.987).

Cabled Troopers Lond on asking that French troops should
not be sent to this country unless they can be used in
active operations and ere fully equipped with horse &and
motor transport. (E.A.988)

Cabled Troopers London. Sanction reguested for employ-
ment of en additional Co. of Egyptian Sesppers, to be
raised and trained. (E.4.989)

Cabled Troopers London regerding despatch of Batteries
N 05.320,322 & 445,M.T7.C08.,A.5.C.,N08.610,1051 and
1032. (BE.A.990).

TrnuparE1Lundnn cabled: "On srrivel of 4rd Indian Diwn.
what addl.hospital units will be required. (54488)

Troopers London ceble. Additions to Establishment of
P.L.of C. camnot be appr oved. (67863 S.D.2).

Wrote G.0.C.,Force in Egypt regarding 221st,261lst,262nd,
and 264th M.G.Cos. now at Tel-el-Kebir. G.S.1049/2,

Wrote Secretary,Wer Office. Forwards Estaeblishment for

Selvage Section "X" Aircraft Depot for approval. G.S.104/
17.
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Bir Ssalem.
Kilo 295.
March 20th. 1l OPERATIONS.

1838. 20th Cor ps wire. Situation report. Relief of 181 by 160
Bde .complete. (G.89).

1810. 21st Cor ps wire. 0805 to 0830 two hostile planes dropped
bombs and machine gunned our troops vieinity Kh Dikerin
gend Kefr Insha. (G.491).

2835, Cabled Troopers repeasted as usual. | 9 pem. Operations
Situation unchenged. (E.A.998).

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION .
Deily wires relating to moves. (OAM.234)

0400. Troopers London cabled spproving A.D.A.S. for Signals
Pelestine L.of C. (54522.8.D.2).

0400. Troopers London csbled: "Approve the increase in estab-
lishment School of Instruction, Zeitoun, but you must
provide loceally all officers end other ranks. (545256.5D.2

0400. Troopers London cabled regerding W.E.699/151 Remounts
Squadron and Bstsblishment of Field Csmel Section 3qdn,
appr oved. (64514 S.D.2). |

0400. Troopers London cabled numbers of 5 Batteries 4.5" Hows.
438,459,440,441 ,& 442, (54515 A,G.6)e

0700. Air Ministry London cabled: The following will not be
despat ched for service in Salonika but retained for ser-
vice with you :- Flight of No.l44 Squadron. {82:021:)0

0835, Troopers London cabled regarding policy to be followed
respecting additions to W.Es.,with a view to economy in
personnel . (54531)

0920. Troopers London cable forwards particulears required for
BEstabt.of M.G.Battn.H.Q. (54569 «S«Ds2) e

1025, Cabled Troopers London. Requests sanction for increase
of staff of Force in Bgypt so that Administration of
Delte distri et may be carried out in F.in E.direct.

(Enﬂ..ggz).

2120. Cabled Troopers London. Recommends release of Russian

Jews in 38th Bn.R.F.who desire dismisssl owing to Russian

peace. (B.A.996).
2. MOVES AND ORGANIZATION.

Wrote Seeretary,Wer Office. Asks that Establishment mey
be allowed for a By-product Factory at Kantara to deal with

waste,fat, bones etec. (GeS.1056)
Wrote French Military Attache. Proposal to create a

seperate line of communication be tweemn Port Said and Jaffe
not feasible at the present time. (G.S.792).

March 2lst. 1.0PERATIONS.
2120. Cabled Troopers London repested as usual,evening report.

sheikh Kesuwash énd Deir Gusseneh occupied by 75th Divn.
wi thout opposition. An sirship was sighted 6 miles north

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1004193



Bir Salem.
Eila.2956.
March 2l1lst.

‘Msrch 22nd.

0510.

0845,
1000.

1050.

1600.

1695,
1765

2240.

2500,

0510.

0845

1100,
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end &t 1000 was reported

of Port Said st 0500 today,
(E.A.1002).

moving west by Papho, Cyprus.

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

Daily wires relating to moves. (OAM 256 and QAM 239)
Troopers London cebled: In East Africa,the lst Kashmir
Rifles did very well. They should be used in replacement
of Battalion of British Troops. (54603).

Troopers London cable. Approves sdditions to Lsabour
Directorate of Deputy Asst Director graded and D.A.Q.l.Ge

(54651 S.D.2),
Troopers London cable regarding additionegl French troops
which have been despatched for service in Paléstine.

(54632) .
Wired Britamnis Isma&ilia regarding conference to discuss
future operations at 2lst Cor ps H.Q. Jaffa,and suggested
that a representaetive of the Royal Navy be present.

' - (E,&,QQQ],
Wired Troopers London advising that Col.Huggett has been
directed to take over the duties of Finenciel Controller
of 0.E.T.A.,temporarily. (E.A.1000).

Cabled Perardua, Cairo regarding a rcraft defence for
Port Seid Alexandria and other plseces. (OAM « 240 ) «

Caebled SBritennia Ismailia regarding anti-sircraft ar-
rengements for Port Seid and other plsces. (E.A.1001).

Amendnents to Qrder of Battle.

(E.A.1003).
Wrote Financial Advisor G.H.R.,forwasrding copy of Cable
B.A.1000 addressed to W.0.regarding sppointment of Col.
Buggett as Financisl Controller 0.E.T.A.,temporarily.
{G.S.SGS/I).

Cebled Troopers London.

1. OPERATIONS.

Cabled Troopers Lond on repested &s usual. Evening
report. (E.4.1004)

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

Troopers London csbled: Mgy I cancel P.H.helmets outstand-
ing due to you? (564675 QMo Ge?)

Troopers London cable regarding lialta Battalion. It is
essential for political reasons that basttalion shall go
to Egypt &8s a combatant batth. It can,however,be used
for labour purposes on arrival. (54700).

Troopers London cables spproval of re-arrsangement for
Delta Force Adninistretion to be performed by H.Q.Force
in Bgypt. (54729 S.D.2).

Wirote G.0.C.,Desert llounted Corps authori sing issue of
ground signsl sheets,as prescribed for infantry,to the
Bde.& Regimental Heasdquearters under Corps commend.

(G.S.787/4.).
Wrote G.0.C.,218t Cor ps forwerding device for en&bling
Night FPiring to be carried out with Lewis Guns, &and asking
for report on its practicel use. (G.9.195/12)
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Bir Salem.

Kilo 2925.

lierch 2&Zmd. Wrote Inspector,Pelestine L.of C.regarding cases of hos-
tile scts by natives in enemy ocecd territory. (G.S.1044)

Wrote Formetions concerned regsrding the shortage of pis-

tols and asks what reductions can be made by units.
(G.S.10835).

Force Order No.6l by Commander-in-Chief. (Copy No.42).

March 2drd. L. OPERATIONS.

2400. Cabled Troopers London repeated as usual. Evening report.
(B.A.1008).

2. MOVES_AND ORGANI SATION.

0440. Troopers London cable, regarding pulling up Dabasa line and
other reilwsy srrengements. 54759.M.R.2 A74387.

0548. Troopers London cable spproves ramk of Brig.-Gen: for Ad-
ministrative Commandent , Kenteara. 68408+8¢De2e

0700. Troopers London cable spproves propossel for additional com-
peny Egyptien Ssppers. (54771)

0705. Troopers London cable asks for approximete allotment of
Infantry Units in Mixed Divns. (54776)

0720. Troopers London cable sanctions proposed formation of No.
16 (Bgypt) Mobile Repair Unit. (54770) .

0845. Chief Indis cable regerding reorganisation of 2.75" Bat-
teries from India. (22950).

1000. Troopers London cable regarding despatch of reinforcements
for French Palestine Detachment. (54789 Me0e2s )

1010. Troopers London cable. Nos, 125 emd 124 Sanitary Sections
and 38 lMobile Laboratory will be sent from Englsnd. Nos.l
and 75 Sanitary Seetions and No.l4 Mobile Laboratory are

not now avsi lable from Italy.

1155. Cabled Bri tforce, Selonika; "As batteries from Mesopotamisa

are accompanied by & R.G.A. group headquarters,sheall have
one group surplus to my requirements. Are you in need of

same.? (E.A.1005)

1400. Gabled Troopers London reger ding P.H.Helmets due. Please
canncel. (E.A.1006).

Wrote Secretary,War. Office forwsrding Estabt; for the Office
of the Officer i/ec Reilwagy Irensport,Ceiro. (G.S5.1058).

Wrote Seecretary,iiar Office,forwarding Amendment to the lote
to W.B.,Part XI,No.699/148, page 362. (GeS.472/1).

Wirote Secretary,War 0ffice, Submits proposels and estab-
lishnents for the reorganisation of the Sign&l Service on
the Line of Communiecation East of the Cansal. (6.3.1059).

March 24th. 1.O0PERATIONS.

1945, Hedghog Cairo wire. Reported by Lawrence that Sh_arif geid
with & view to isolating Kersk is shortly proceeding with
Beni Sakr to descend Madeba erea from east of railway.

Major Megynard as lissson officer 1s accompanying Zeid. (G.ld
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Kilo 290,
March 24th. 2300.

0700 .

0930.

1000.

1030,

1040.

1045.

1045.

1159.

1620.

1855.

2550.

March 25th.
2900 .

0730.

2145,
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Cabled Troopers repeated &s usual. Evening report .
(E.A.lﬁlf’)-
2« MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

Britforce Saloniksa cable sccepts offer R.G.A. Group H.qs

' (G«C4551).
Cabled communicastions Remleh. Following received from
Britennis begins:- It is reported by transport that large
number lights Jaffe visible at leasst 7 mides to sesaward.
To reduce cheance of torpedo attack at night upon vessels
in roads request that steps be taken to darken town. Ends.
Will you please issue necessary instruetions to ensure
this. (OAM.247).

Proopers London cable approves proposals for W.E. Hos-
pitals for P.of W. (54874 S.D.2).

Cabled Troopers London regarding the despateh of & complete
bri gade or complete division of fi ghting men if French
can send them. (E.A.1009).

Troopers London ceble regarding the despeatch of ammunition
perk and supply column with cevelry division,snd one petrol

COMPany . (54879.QM.Ged).

Cabled Formations concemed that no one will be allowed
to proceed east of Jerusslem without permission being re-
cei vad from G.H.Q. (OAM .248).

Cebled formeations concermed that Jerussalem will be included
in P.L.of C. area from 12 noon to-day. (OAM.219).

Cabled Troopers Londan asking authority for formation of
2 additionsl Auxilisry H.T.Cos. (E.A.1010).

Cabled 20th Cor ps that Motor Boat "Wendy" placed under
your commend during operations. (OAlM . 250) «

Cabled Troopers London repested Britforce,Salonika regard-
ing despatch of 61st Group H.Q. to Salonika,to be replaced
by the Group H.Q. coming from Mesopotamia. (E.A.1012)

Troopers London cabled that sanction cannot be given for

entertai nment &l lowance for Military Governor ?f Jan;.salam.
54916 ) .

1l.0PERATIONS.

Gabled Troopers London repeated as usual. BEvening report.
At 2000 the 60th Divn edvencing &long the Shunet Nimrén -
es Selt road in touch with 1lst A.L.H. Bde on the left and
with N.Z.M.R.Bde. on the right were in touch with tThe enemy
at 127 L.9. 2 miles south of Es Salt (villsge of Bs Salt
is not &s shown on the 1 inch mep but in J.28.c) Naaur has
been resched by 2nd A.L.H. Bde. who are advancing on Ammarn.
Up to the time of latest report,enemy are retiring and oi-
fering little resistance. Aerisgl co-operation has been
prevented by heavy thunderstomns and mist which has also
rendered progress difficult. (B.A.1019).

Hedghog Cairo wire. On 18/3/18 Tafile having been evacu-
asted by the enemy was re-occupied by Sherif Zeid's cavalry.
Otherwise situation remains unchanged. Ends. (G.H.157/41

Hedghog,Cairo wire. Message from Xing to Ali as follows:
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Bir Sslem.

Kilo.295.

Merch 25th. Begins. On March 19th our troops returned heving destroy-
ed 2690 rails between Melil and Buwat. I hope To carry
out snother attack soon. No casualties(?) to report in
the meantime. (G.H,160/44)

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

Daily wires relating to moves. (OQOAM 254,G.155,G.154,

0420. Troopers London cable asks proposed rank of officer re
specidl Water Co. (54928.5.D.2) .

0430. Troopers London cabled that owing to present situation in
France, Canadian Railwgy Bettslion under orders for Egypt
must be retained in France. (54920) .

0450. Troopers London cabled regarding dispossl of No.lOO7 M.T.
Co, and spproval given for proposed disposal of 80-cwt
lorries. Cable los.of Sections to which gllotted.

(54928 QulleGed)e
1440. Cabled Troopers London. Changes in dispositions (E.A.1017)

2110. Cabled Troopers London regerding proposed ranks of Mech.
Engineer 0ffi cers with Special Water Compeny. (E.A.1018).

2250, Trﬁnpera London cable regarding erection of memorial after
the Wer. (54964 )

Wrote G.0.C.,20th Indisa Infantry Bde regarding issues of
further Barr and Stroud Instrument to & Imperiel Service
Battns snd 2 Grensdier Beat tns. (GeS«1040).

Wrote Seey,War O0ffice forwarding provisionsl W.Es. for an
Advaenced Ammunition Reailhead,Egypt,end a small Ammunition
Depot on Lines of Communication, Egypt. (GeS.964).

Wrote Secy, War Office forwsrding detailed scheme for the
reorganisastion of the 7th (Meerut) Division. (G.S.905/5)

Wrote Secretary,War O0ffice forwarding a further revised
establishment of A.S.C. officers employed with the E.E.F.
on duties which are not included in Wer Establishments of
existing formations or units. (GeS.467).

Wrote Secretary,War Office forwarding proposed new W.E.
Ordnance Base Hesdquerters,Alexsandria,(Part XI,No.699/151)
(G.S.472/4).

March 26th. l. OPERATIONS.

0958. 20th Corps wire. Situation report. 60th Divan report Es
Salt was occupied by 179th Bde.last night. At 0815 NeZ.
M.R. Bde were reported as holding outpost line 142.T.l4.Db.
P.,l14.¢c. R.%2 and in touch with 2nd L.H. Bde.on thght right
near Nasur. (Ge166) .

2220. Csabled Troopers London repested as ususl. Evening report.
60th Division occupied Bs Salt last night. Two Bdes of
Anzec Divn. were moving on Ammen this morning at 0900 from
the direction of Kurs (142.7.9) with the Imperial Camel
@mxg Bde. on their right at Deir Ghabar. Ho further re-
port of their progress is to hand. 2 O0fficers and 66 0.R.

were captured during yesterdsy's fighting, 6 of whom were
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Bir Ssalem.

Kilo. 295.

March 26th. Germans from the 703rd Regbt. 1 Field gun amd a quantity
of ammunition &lso. One of our aeroplanes while observ-
ing for srtillery was & tacked by an esnemy two-seater
machine which he saw crash after driving it down. (EA.1027)

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

Daily wires relsting to moves. (OAM 265,0AM 266,04l 269.
Z2/58/267T) .

0500. Troopers London cabled that 1000 H.T.drivers A.S.C.under
orders for you will not now be sent, in view of urgent
demends from other theatres. (54971.A.G.1)

0700. Troopers Londan cable. Approval given re proposal to send
61st Group H.Q. to Selonika and replace by Group H.Q.
coming from Mesopotamia. (54994) .

1010. Genersgl Baghdad cable giving Order of Battle of 4rd Divi-
gl on. (X.7478),

1600. Cabled Troopers London asking by what Appointments and
Renks the M.G.C. Will be represented in this country,at
GeHeQs @8nd & H.Q. of Corps & Divn,salso whether any change
is contemplated in the organisation of M.G.Squadrons.

(B,A.1021).

1800. Troopers London cable regarding Mr Huggett's temporary
duti es as Pinancial Controller, and despateh of Major
Salkeld on March 25th.

1940. Cabled Troopers Lond on giving establishment of chaplains
required for combined Heavy Artillery Groups of a Corps, -
viz:- 1 for Non-confarmist & ot her denominations, 1 R.C.,

1.C.0f E. (E.A.1022).

1950. Cebled Troopers London regarding Field Remount Sections
or Depots which are required to be kept up to strength.
(BE.A.1023).
2140. C abled Troopers London regarding the training of Cadets
at Z eitoun. (E.A.1026)

wrote Secretary,War Office forwards a statement shewing
the existing establishment of the South African Artillery
in this P orce. (@.8.995/1),

Wrote Seeretary,War Office reporting a large percentage
of "blinds" during preliminsry practice with the 6-inch
Trench Mor tars. (3.8.910/2).

March 27th, l. OPERATIONS.

2300. Cabled Troopers Lond on,repeated &s usual. Bvening report
(B.A.1028).,

173%. Hedghog Calro cabled: "Bmwery effort is being made in view
of latest developments to hasten vigorous action by Barreid
on lines which my G.H. 154 24/3/18 indicstes. (G.H.181).

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

0806 Troopers London cabled that 4 vacancies for Battery Com-

men ders Course savailable in 19th Field Course. Course
assembles 7th April instead of Merch 31lst. .(68671 S.D.4)
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Merch 27th. 0647. Troopers London ceble regarding formation of Air Force,
April 1st. (68666 C.1).

0700. Troopers Lond an cable re - proposed expansion of 4 Aux.
H.T. Cos. to six 4 matter is being considered. (55054).

0700. Troopers London cable. Following are titles of signsal
units:- A.C.Corps Signal Co,D.H. and D.J.Cable Sections,
103 Airline Section. (55065.A¢Ge7)

0715. Troopers London cable. Decided thnat &l Russians called
up under the Convention serving in the British Armmy are
bound by their enlis tment and thet none of these men shall
be relessed from serving. (55047).

0845. Troopers London cable regerding 2.75 Batteries from India.
Subgl tern offi cers will be supplied from home. Animel s
to be supplied by this Force. (55069)

2230. Troopers London cable. Requests no action to be taken on
WeOD.telegram 55070 March 26th, pending further ins;trmtinna.
866128) .

March 28th. le OPERATIONS.

0764. 21st Corps wire. 54th Divn. have now occupied Kh.Umm El
Bureid (M.2l.b.) slight opposition. (Ge569).

2315. Cabled Troopers London,repeated as usual. Evening report.
(B.A.1081)

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

0630. Troopers London cabled that owing to man-power situation,
sanction cannot be given to increase in establishment of

103rd Coy.,ReG.A, (55142.5.D.2)«

0705. Troopers London cable regearding employment Ifor labour pur-
poses of Russian Jews in 358th R.F. who,if any,are sultable
for a fighting unit. (55150,CeBale)e

1500. Cabled Troopers London repeated Bri tforce,Saloniksa,that
Heevy Arty Group is on W.E. Part XI, No.916; no signsallers
in this. (B.A.1030).

2315, Troopers London cabled that proposed exXpansion of four Aux.
H.T.Coys.to six,cennot be sanctioned. (55200 .8.D.8)%

Wrote Secretary,Wer Office forwarding detailed establishment
and schedule regarding the conversion of four A.H.T.,A.S5.C.
Cos.into six, all increases to be found locally. (G.S.986).

Merch 29th. le OPERATIONS.

0400. Wingate Cairo wire. Hed jaz Operations. A successful
raid in which 15 Turks were killed and 6 captured was car-
ried out by Arabs on enemy post at Abunaam south of Hedisa.

(G.H.192).

2855, Gabled Troopers repested &s usual. Evening report. No
chenge west of Jordan. Bast of Jordan there is no materisal
chenge in the =i tuation. Enemy in Ammen twice attacked our
troops who are slmost surrounding the town, but the attacks
were driven back. 5 miles of railway track south of Amman
Station have now been destroyed. We destroyed an enemy
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Maerch 29th. geropleme which landed near the re&i lwey line. (B.A.10 34)

2, MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

0700. Troopers Lond an cable asks what additional hospital units
will be required on arrival of 3rd (Indian) Divan. (55248)

1155. Gsbled Troopers London regarding Hospital for P.of W.
RKenter s, A correspondgng reduction is being made in S61h
Staetionsry Hospitsel British R.A.M.C.Staff. (E.A.1029)

Wrote Inspector,Psalestine Lines of Communication and Senior
Militery Officer,Egyptien Army regarding latter's visit to
B.A. Units now with E.E.F. sbout 5th April. (G.S.538/2&)

Wrote Militery Administrator,Frontier Districts Administra-
tion regarding transfer of Arab Scouts in the E.E.F. to
Fch&i (G.S-ﬁﬁl)- '

March 30th. 1. OPERATIONS.

2350, Cabled Troopers repeated as ususl. Evening report.
(B.A.1039).
2« MOVES AND ORGANISATION .

Daily wires relating to moves. (OAM 288, OAM 287, OAM 290,
OAM 289, OAM 292, OAM 291, OAM 295, OAM =292, OAM 298, 0OAM
297, OAM 299, G.241).

0710. Troopers Londaon cable. A Lieut-Col, M.G.C. will be with
G--H-Q- ,0113 G.S-G.EWi‘bh G{EPS HiQI; gnd the Liﬂut-CU:L Com=-
mending M.G. Battn will be with Diva, and act as technical
adviser to Divl.Commander as required. (553386 ) .

1150. Cabled Troopers London. Amendrents to Order of Battle.
(B.A.1036).
1745. Cabled Troopers London that personmkl for 12 Hows. will
be sent with 52nd Divn. (EeA.10387)

2240, Troopers London cable repeats portion of Troopers cable
556304 asked for. (55412.C.2).

Wrote G.0.C. Force in Egypt forwarding establishment of
Steff of the Force in Egypt which will come into force
when the sbolition of Delta Forece takes place. (G.S.894).

March 4lst. l. OPERATIONS.

2215. Cabled Troopers London repeated as usual. Evening report
Nothing to report West of Jordan. Bast of Jordan wi thdraw-
gl to Bs Salt is being carried out without interference DYy

the enemy. (B, A.1042).

2. MOVES AND ORGANISATION.

1010, Daily wires relating to moves. (OAM 501, GA.69%2,G.00%2,
OAM . 504 )
1150. Troopers London cable regerding move of 74th Div.to Frence.
(55426 ).

1130. Troopers London ceble regarding transport accommodation
for conveyance of 52nd Div.to France. (65420.5.ReleA. ).

1045. Troopers London cebled that no labourers will now be sent
to BEgypt for reilwey construction. (55%99.8.D.2).
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Merch %1st. 2145. Gabled Troopers Londan requesting saunction Tor immediate
sdditions to estabt. of Indisn 3rd Echelon owing to in-

ereased number of Indian troops and reinforcements in
this thesatre. (B.A.1041).

Wrote G.0.C.,Force in Egypt approving issue of 2 Lewis
Guns to the Garrison Baitalion,Sollum Section. (GeS.1062).

Wrote Treining Schools,Zeitoun,Bl Arish amd Heliopolis
thet a8ll Instructors snd students belonging to 52nd Divn.
end 5th Royal Irish Regt, should be held in readiness

to proceed to Alexendria st short notice. (Z/86).
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l; G.S. 104/29,

e

General Officer Commanding,
Desert Mounted Corps.

_ﬂ--ﬂ-‘___‘--ﬂ_-----__-‘ﬂ--ﬂ_--

With reference to your G.588 dated 24/2/18,
it is regretted that the present situation does not
permit of a Squadron being earmarked for duty with
the Corps under your command during the forthcoming
operations, or of a KFlight being rermanently
withdrawn for training purposes,

It is proposed, lhowever, to select certain
pilots and observers from the Squadron working with
the XXth Corps, to work with tlhe mounted troops
taking part in the operations about to take place om
the XXth Corps front., These selected pilots and
observere will cerry out a short course of imstruction
in contact work with the mounted troops taking part
in these operations, and the General Officer Commanding,
Palestine Brigade, Royal Flying Corps, has been =zasked
to arrange details with you direct,

It is suggested that each pilot and observer
should spend 2 few days with the mounted troops
concerned during the periods of training.

(Signed) A, B. ROBERTSON,

B.G., G.,B,

for Major-General,

Chief of the General Staff,
Egyrotian Expeditionary Force,

G H Qi. E!EiF'I
1/3/18 .
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¢,.5.485/3.

¢,0.C,, 7th Division,

G.,0.C., XXth Corps.

¢,0.C., XXIst Corps.

¢G.0.C,, Desert llounted Corps,
Inspector, Pzalestine L. of U,
G,0.,C., Imperial Camel Erigade.
¢,0,C.,, 20th Indian infantry Brigade,
¢.0.C., FPorce in Hgypt.
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It has been decided to withdraw all Small Box
Respirators, less 10 per cent., now neld oy units, and
store them at LUDD., This will be carried into effect

under arrangements to be made by the AOD,

The 10 per cent of Small Box Respirators
to be retained by units will be used for training
purposes, and will, at the commencement of active
operatioms, be stored at dumps under = N,C.0, from the
Gas Directorate,

The Small Box Respirators used for training
purposes, which require disinfecting, ahagld be
immersed in a 3% solution of Cresol for five minuis
and then rinsed with water,

In future, drafts leaving Base Depots for
the line will not be equipped with Small Box Respirators,

(8gd) J, GURDOW  Captain G,.S.,
for Major General,
Chief of the General Staff,
BEgyptian Expeditionary ¥orce,

E.EBE.F,,
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From : Troopers, LONDON,.
To ) Chief Egypforce,

54632 cipher, 21/3/18. Depd. 0005
21/3/18, Recd. 1000,

Your B.,A,.988 March 19th,

Both Foreign Office and ourselves have mede the
strongest representations to prevent the sailing of
French troops until you are ready to receive tlhem,
Regret however that these have not been wiolly
successful , and that troops you mention have left
already.

The following telegram has been despatched to-day
to General FOCH, Begins, For some months to come there
is no possibility of utilizing additional X¥rench
troope in PALESTINE, whilst a Division from
VESOPOTAMIA is under orders for RBGYPT, and & consider-
able nunber of Indian eavalry and infantry regiments
are en route for reconstitution of General ALLENBY's
force, You will understand that ALLENBY's difficulties
will only be increzsed by the addition at present of
troops which cannot be used on the front, and he asks
that they should not be sent, Later on he will be
glad of the extra troops, provided that they are of
good fighting value and fully equipped with mechanical
and horse transport, which please ensure, As soon
ag ALLENBY can take them you will be informed and

 request that you will stop further shipments in the
meantime, I am also sending ALLENBY =2 list of troops
which you propose sending to ascertain whether the
composition of units is suitable to requirements of
PALESTINE front., ZEnds,

With regard to last sentence, following are
troops in question =

Already en route,

1 Ammunition Column
Machine Gun Compeany.
1 Infantry Battalion
1 Detaclment of cavalry
Following to proceed a2t a later date ! -
Staff
1 Mountain Battery
1 Machine Gun Company
1 Infantry Regiment
2 Sections M,T,
1 Trench mortar battery
1 detachment Flying Corps
1 Squadron of SPAHIS from BIZERTA
Units to re-organise battery at PORT SAID
+_Company Machine Guns,
I have been informed that at any rate a proportion
of these troops are of real fighting velue,

I intend to object to the detachment of flying
Corps, 4 machine gun company, cavalry squadron,
and the T M, Battery, but your remarks would be welcone,
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FORCE ORDER ©NO, 61.
oy
GENERAL, SIR EDMUND ALLENBY, G.CM.G., K,C.B,
Commender-in-Chief , Bgyptian Expeditionary Force,

.——.—-.-_-.-......-—-...-.--.—-l'l--l—--—-l-l---I-———lﬂi-l----—-—l-——-l--ll'--

General Headquarters,
22nd March, 1918,

¥ The formation of a new Army Borps, to De
incorporated in the Egyptian Expeditionary Force, has

been sanctioned by War Office,
/ (Authority : War Office telegram No, 54273 of

15/3/18).
This Corps will be known as the XXIV Army

Corps,
(Author ity : War 0ffice telegram No, 54490 dated
18/3/18) .
2 The Light Armoured Car Brigade was transferred

from the Desert Mounted Corps to General Headguarters
Troops with effect from 12/3/18,

(Sgd.) A. B. ROBERTSON,
B.G.G.8,

for Major General,
Chief of the General Staff,
Bgyptian Expeditionary Force,
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