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Tnstructions regarding War Diaries *md Intelligence
Summagies are contained in F, 8, Regs., ParL 11

and the Staff Manual ma};:-ectwelr itle pages
will be prepared in manuscript.

WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118.

(Erase heeding not required.)

or .o
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. ¥ 7

Remarks an
ey Date | Hour | Summary of Events and Information | rif;;:;ﬁ::
‘ 1.2.1 The thaw thnt appeared to be commencing emded abruptly with a very heavy fall of
?.2.1E smow and a hard frost on the first of these three days. Flyinz is out of the qwestion and all
F.B.l gport is held wup.
we® now have an Officer detalled to iupariltand the supply of coal for the whole
Squadron.It is an excellemt arrangement,ensuring that everyome gets their correct issue,
2ol These three days have been very bad indeed. Heavy snowstorms have takem place
E.E.l and mists have beén so thick that nmo flying has been attempted.
2el
| T o2 0l Two fine but exceedingly cold days. A little flying has taken place but owing to
B e ol the heavy frosts and smow all Machines are beimg overhauled before g uin% into the air. Roads are
still covered with frozenm snow,and they are so slippery that all heavy ‘ransport 1s cut dowmn to
a mianimum,
e have been informed by the DeA.A.u., AsFeu. that we ghall probably leave for
Elgland about the middle of this month and we are all highly pleased.
2el Two beautiful fine days with c¢old frosty mights. & little flying has taken place
12,1 but Machina: are still being overhauled, Skating is at presemt one of the prircipal occupations
of the squadron,there being several ponds in the vicinity of the Village.
12419 The weather remains fine and several practice flights have been carried out.
2e2 19 The nights are still frosty and smow that fell nearly three weeks ago 1s still on the ground.
Skating still continues and many of us are getting quite expert.
1
L3219 St111 perfect fine day after a cdld frosty night,and skatinge contimues on all the
ponds around the villaga. Several practice flights have baem carried out,but football and other .
competition games have been at a stand-still. -
I 1A%003) 51? ?\:,‘E?[;mgﬂdﬂ%i& sfip Sch B3 Forns/C2..0/14 |
| L Sl |
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summafies are contained in I, 8. Regs., Part 1L

WAR DIARY 3
or L?
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. "

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
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L9

L9

morning

On the rir;t of these days the inevitable thaw set in, and smow,ice and all signs
of frost are aquickly disappearing. The sky has been very overcast and a good deal of ralm has
f en, Flving has of course been out of the guestion. L

o : Ea are all anxiously awaiting orders to start movimg im the directiom of England,
for our re-equipment. We are expecting to move during this week,

Weather ve dull,heavy clouds hanging about at 2 or 300 feet.

Official G:E?rl té move came through this morming. All :arvius&bleiﬂachineswarg to
be flosn from TARCIENN: on the first fine day,and handed over to the Enyal Air Yforce at =t Umer
Main Aerodrome.

T Tonight was the last night at the Squadrom vinema,songs and plctures making quite
good show.

reliables emourh for our Machimes to undertake the lomg flight to St Umer,
: %ha Officers farewcll guest evenimg took place tonight «.Ten or twel
present and & very enjoyable evening was spent by all.

A glight improvemsmt is moticeable im the weather this'mnrning,bu% it 1s not
::\5u¢:tl were

A clear sky opened the day and all Machines that were detailed to fly to =t VYmer
1eft Tarciemne about 1v am. On arkival at the destination all Aeroplanes are to be handed over
to the Royal Air Force., If all goes well the rest of the ocuadron will leave by Trangport
vonvoy early tomorrow. '

Everyone rose carly this morming in order to get on the move about 9 oclock. The
dawned fine and we hoped for a good jourmey but unfortunately we ram into heavy rain
later in the day. Our direction ran thrnugh.Ph1111p5111156 Beaumont, Haupaugc, and Valenciennes
to Dousi where we are to rest tonight. Between 9.30 and 1V am the whole Vonvoy was moving
and all went well until two of our Side=vars and one Heavy Lorry wers forced to stop owing
to Emngine trouble, The main Lonvoy conmtinued the jourmey, the breakdown Tender remaining behind
with the disabled vehlicles.

Douai was reached about 6pm where we found excellent billets and hot meals ready
for all. Unfortunately the Transport that had Engine trouble 4id mot arrive tonmight .
About 4pm the weather changed and heavy rain fell during the greater part of the
night. |

. D. & L., London, E.C. 1 .
tAtooy) I'lﬁI.r}]lL Wiryr1/Mzo3r 750000 5/17 gch. 82 Forms/C2.8/14
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The weather did mot improve to any great extent and the Squadron commenced the
second days travelling in a fall of rain,

Our course today lay through Lens, Betlume, and Lilliers, to vlairmarais Aerodrome,
about ten miles from St Omer,and the whole Uomvoy that left Voual this morming arrived at the
Camp at 3,5V pm after a very successful and qugick trip.

On arrival at our destination we found that the LVamp was in wery bad order,it not
having been occupied since November last. At present we are om the strength of the 91st #fng
Re.AF.

The whole Squadronm took the opportunity of taking a well 2armed rest as no fatipues
or Parades wer required., Later ia the day all Ramks commenced t~ tagk of making thelr
accomodation more comfortable and by nightfall we wore a more contented look.

Today dawn=d with a hesmvy overcast sky and a consgiderable amount of rain fell,
Very 1ittle work is beimg done in the Squadron and we are waitineg for our next order to move.

The game weather continmues and the Persommel have very littke to occupy their time
with. A mumber of the Squadrom went to visit Ballleul to visit the o0ld Aesrodrpme and haunts
of the Squadron,and many photographs were takem. Several cars were  able to pemetrate well
towards Pagschendaele where many of our owan Infantry are buried.

A dull culd-duy'with low clouds. Orders have been received informing us that we move
on the morning of the 28th inst to LE HAVRE for embarkation to England,

A glight Improvement 1s moticeable im the weather today. A1l arramgements for
tomorrows move are complete and we intend to leave the Camp very early in order to arrive at
our destination inm daylight. A

Weather fine but very cold. The Squadron rose early and by 9am we moved out of
Clairmarais Cemp in a largs Convoy of Motor Lorries provided by No 1 Aircraft Depot Re.A.F.
Proceeding by St Omer, Fruges, Hesdin, Abbeville, and Blangy we arrived at the Town of
Neufchatel where billets had been arranged for the Squadron to rest for the night. Number 2
Squadron A.F.C. have been moving with us since we left Abbeville and the two Sgquadrons are

cloge together in the Town. WM’ :
and ng.'l.}.&]_..,l.nndnn,ﬂ.ﬂ. cﬂ.ptﬂ.ilﬂ. Tam < rL3rd San |
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WAR DIARY AFPPENDIX

S
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)
3rd Squadron, Australian Flying COrpS.
FOR
JANUAKRY .
FEBRUARY » 9
LIST OF APPENDICES.
No. | Subject.
;= commanding Officer's Heport. Y
ymoury Secbion Leporv. | |
" . J ‘»Li aup!acﬂf?.
3e Wireless _sectiun ReporTe.
4. spor ts Officer’'s Reporte. J
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/‘5
. | Headquarters 3rd Squsdron,
- Australian Flying Corps.

C. O.'s Report for JANUARY 1919.

=

Although the weather during January has been very
unsettled, much valuable worit in the photographic line has been
carried out by the Squadron, and valuable 0fficial Photographic
Records were obtained fxm for Head Quarters 4th Army. During the
bad weather and leisure days many Football Matches took place, both
with other A. I. F. Units, and with R. A. F. Squadrons, in the
vicinity. e jor .General. Higgins, who has taken over the command
of the 5th Brigade, R. A. F., formally inspected the Squadron snd
expressed his pleasure with the work being done.

e o T R e s S S e s TR D TS oo e S e o T e e e

B O.'s Report for FPEBRUARY 1919.

(&ha weather during the month has still been unfavourable
but valusable photographic work was, nevertheless, carriedout. It |
was heard unofficislly on the 1l6th that the Squadron was to move ¥
ghortly. O0fficial Orders for the move were received on the 18th =
and the Squadron was to hand over all machines and stores, and move
on the morning of the 20th. This date was gfterwards altered to the ¢
2lst. A very busy time followed and the Squadron worked night and
day until all the stores had been checked and handed in to the -
Aircraft Park. This work was carried out under great disadvantages.

%&as the Squadron had lost the whole of its Orderly Room and Equipment
Staff some six wgeks wmraviously, when they had either been transferred
to special duties, or had been admitted to hnspital;y -The transfer
of the Squadron from Tarcienne to Le Havre was carried out very !
smoothly, and great credit is due to all ranks for the fine way in

which they worked.

Tl R R A e el L T L ]

-

Ce 0O.'s Report for MARCH 1919.

During this month the Squadron's transfer to Hurdcott
was completed, and great credit is again due to all ranks for the
way they worked, during this period. On arrival at Hurdcott the
necessary Medical Inspections, edical Boards, and re-clothing
operations were quickly carried out, and the Squadron proceeded on
its 14 days leave. From the axplratlun of leava, until the end of

the month, nothing but the usual routine work has taken place.

r Capt.,
Commanding 3rd Squadron, A.F.C.
Hurdcott.
1=-4-19.
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APPENDIX ~
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z )) JARMOUSY _ SECTION,  3rd SQUADRON, A. F. C.

~_Work done for Period 1-1-19 to 14-2-19.

Drawing Camera Guns.

Harmonising Sights and Pixing Buns to lMachines.
Built Targets for Aerial FMizing.
General Maintenance of Vickers and Lewis Guns.

Work done for Period 14-2-19. to 20-2-19.

Stock Taking and Return of gll Stores to
4th Ae Pe, Re Ae Fo' CHARLEROI.

Work done for Period. 20-2-19. to 31-3-19.

= mer

Squadron Duties.

. "‘-'I i |
AV R g g Z,
ft:nﬂer;} Seelroy

O d
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WIRELESS  SECTION. Brd SQUADRON, A Fe GCs

3 . Keport for REERXHXRX. 1919.

¥ During the first half of this month the men were still enjoyin
a well-earned rest, and in most cases were extremely well billetted

¥ in Civil guarters.

A Towards the end of the month orders were received from the

- 5th Brigade Re A. e to collect gll persommel asnd equipment from

the various Artillery Units, and to prepare for a general move to
Bngland.

e T g S G -

The first xﬁgix weeks of this month proved to be as strenuous
a8 any experienced b, the Section while Overseas, especially fnr
thase who were members of § quadron Headguarters.

The approximate strength at this time being about 288 75
Australian Other Iianks and sbout the same number from the Koyal Air

PForce. The e uipment issued out by this Squadron amounted o
nearly 70 Wireless sets, these being distributed asmongst many-
Artillery Units of the A.I.F. and The B.Z.F. The collection
of these installstions proved to be an extremely arduous task, more
especially on account of the mxX severe weather conditions which
prevailed at the time. However , with the assistance of s most
efficient Motor Transport Section the collection of these =X
Wireless Sets was at last completed and brought back to the 3rd
Squadron. All Royal Air Force men who were working with this Unit
gtil]l remained at the various Units for Jater collection.

During the week commencing 15th Februsry 1919, all this
equipment was returned to the 4th Aircraft Park Royal Air Force,inm

Charleroi; and, for the first time in Prance, all the men of the
Wireless Section were united.

The 2lst of this month sgw the complete Section on the road
for LeHavre awalting Transport to England. After 20 months it
appears that we sre at last about to return to our Native Land.

Report for MARCH. 1919.

e TS G S S e e S SN S S

After spending two days at the A.G.B.D. at Le Havre we sailed

| for England on the 3rd arriving at No. 6. Camp. Hurdcott, Salisbury
. Via Weymouth on the 4th.

O3 The remainder of this month has been spent on Xmmx 14 dagys
-Elaavn, and making preparations for embarkation to Australis.

u TN T ey

i« C. 04 i/c Wireless Section,

3rd Squadron, Australian Plying corps

ol
- — ":'
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PENDIX /¥

4(, SPORT S,

3rd Squadron, Australian Flying Corps.

e T o e e e S T amy R S ey S R S S S W e N .

JANUARY. 1919.

Rugby « Australian Rules. Soccer .

Ll B B S T T T S S T T W S R T [ S S e — ——

lst. V 3rd Battn. Loste 18th. V 23rd Battn. Won
10th V 75 S R.A.F.Won. 25th. V 8 Bty A.F.A.Won
aoth V Corps H.Q. Lustl

15th. V 20 Sqdn R.A.F.
won.

e — O g, S S

6th V 24. Battn.Lost lst V."0"P1t RAF Won
10th 23. Battn. Lost. ¢rd 6 Se. RAF L0St.
7th V. 57 S. RAF.Draw.

L e e L T Ty —p— T S S S S s

2nd. V 35 S« RAF Won.
8th. V 59 &. RAF Won.
19Th.V 46n Battn.Draw.

———————————————————————— l———-n-— ] ] S S
1
|
|
PEBRUARY. 1919. i
5
Rugby. E.Auﬂtmalian_ﬂulas. | Soccer.
——————————————————————— -!-_—--——-—-—-""I'---I -—r---lr-t——-n---—r'—-l-—_ S s D S S TR el e e —
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Left Prance.

HARCH. 1919.

i | I L

-3 I;iE‘ll‘b-,
Sports Officer, 3rdr Squadron, A.F.Ce.
Hurdcotte.
4-4-19.
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