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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Strength of Battalion including attached 39 Ufficers 785 Other ranks,

Weather fine and sunny. Petrols were out throughout the night, but no enemy seen or heard.
Artillery and machine guns of both sides showed normal activ?ty, but there was no mortar fire.
lour planes were over enemy lines all day; observing,and bombing planes dropped bombs on Han-
gard Wood and near areas, Lknemy aircraft fairly active in early morning and about 8 p. m, but
none were over our lines during the day. Lewis Gun training being pushed on at nucleus camp,
The sector we are occupying is quite flat and under observation of the enemy. It is fed by a
good communication trench, and the trenches throughout are in a fair condition and down to
head cover, though not duck boarded or revetted.

our right flank was extended last night to U.22.b.35.6. and one platoon of right front line
Company was brought up from Supports to occupy the additional frontage.

Heavy‘rain fell during the day and night, and trenches are in a very muddy condition. A
few Germans were seen (small partiss of one’?s and twnfa) well in rear of sector, otherwise no
movement observed. Our artillery, machine guns and aircraft were very quiel, and our mortars
did not fire. kKnemy artillery shelled rear areas in morning; CACHY at 3,30.p., m, and commen-
cing 10 p. m. shelled U.l5.zx 21 and 22 for 10 minutes with heavies., His machine guns were
lactive at night on our right Company front. LEnemy was apparently nervous, for a large number
of flares were put up during the night. Our front was covered by patrols throughout the night
but no enemy were seen or heard. In Hangard Wood the enemy is about 50 yards from our front
line, and owing to thick undergrowth, patrols are practically advgncad listening poste cover-
ing epproaches. On the left Company front, No Man’s Lanﬂ‘haa 8 width varying from 50 yards on
the right up to about 300 yards on the left. Exact location of enemy  advanced posts on the
left is uncertain.

puring day weather dull, but no rain; night clear and starry. Our artillery was fairly
zezkixe quiet-occasional burst of fire on Hangard Wood East and rear areas., MNachine Guns very
quiet. WNo trench mortar fire. Alrcraft showed fair activity. Enemy artillery very active

and registered with H.E., shrapnel on trenches and villages in our support area, His machine
guns wWere normally active on indirect fire on trenches and roads, Enemy tirench mortar fired

a few shots from U,l6d.8.8. Only one enemy plane over during period. More enemy movement

r n o, &L, Lendon, E.C.

(A10266) Wt Ws300/P713 750,000 2/i8 sch, 88 Forms/Cz118/15,
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during the period. Heavies engaged targets all over our sector, trenches, roads and villages, |
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than usual observed in his rear areas, mosily small parties, some of which were harvesting
crops. At about 11.30 a.m. enemy party of 6 appraoched our lines under cover of the scrub and
mist, but was dispersed by our L. G., and rifle fire. A fighting patrol pushed out from our
lines at once, but enemy escaped in the scrub, leaving three rifles and some bombs., Enemy
attitude is alert and nervous; numerous flares were pul up during the night. TIrenchee are
drying slightly but are still very muddy.

Day clear and sunny and trenches drying up. During day our artillery and machine guns
were quiet, and there was no mortar fire. Enemy shelled our sector intermittently during the
day with heavies, the fire being well dispersed and falling mainly oun rear area., Relieved in
front line by the 49th Battalion. We had several casualties, otherwise relief was carried out
gsuccessfully. On relief, moved to bivouac in J.20.¢. Good sheller from aircraft. Roads were
packed with iransport, and the march to Vaire-sur-Corbie took over three hours, Battalion
settled down by 7 a. m,

Enemy heavily shelled our bivouac area from 4 a.m., to 6.15 a, m. causing heavy casualtie=s,
including Lieut. Col. 7. P. McSHARRY, C.M.G.y D.S.0.y M.C., &and Lieut, W. J., HINES, both of
whom died of wounde, Capt. T. B. HEFFER, wounded seriously and 3 other ranks killed and 12
wounded. Burial took place at CORBIL Cemetery 6 p.m. Generalg McLAGAN, BRAND, CANNAN,
Colonels DOWSE, BROCKMAN, MARKS, CROWIHER and Officers from.Unit present. Major B.
SAMPSON assumed command of Battalion, and Captain B, S. Atkinson, M.C., returned from Brigade
to carry on as Adjutant. Arrangements well in hand for forthcoming operations., S.A.A., and
bombs, Flares etc., Iron rations, Sandbags issued to Coys. Conference held at 3,30 p, m, =~
all officers present - to discuss with Tank Officer, our plan of operations. Endeavours made
to get in touch with the troops on the left, but the Brigade concerned had not yet come up.
All surplus magazines returned to Transport Lines. ;

Bright sunny day. All arrangements finalised, extra material issued and equipment fitted,
inspection held, and letters from G.0.C., Corps and Division read to all ranks on parade. C.0.
got in touch with the British bBrigade who are to operate on our left. All ranks advised that
17th Armoured Car Battalion will coperate with 6th Australian Division and may return on our
front. Special markings made clear to everyone so that they will not take Ehaae cars for
Bosch.

: D, Iy, & L., London, E.C,
(Aro266) Wt Wsz00/Py13 750,000 2/18 Sch, §2 Forms/Cari18/16.
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| 4 out at 1.30 a. m., D.A.B.C., Coys, all in forming up pﬂaitiqn No. 1 by 3 a* m,
Zero nﬁiﬁci?zo &. m, Very heav; mist at 5.50 a., m,, when we moved to 2nd Forming up position,
which got thicker as time went on, and it wa ost difficult to see more than 10 yards,and to
keep directions and touch ,we pushed on straight past our 2nd Forming up Positlion and moved to

tillery liaison officer of 110th Howitzer Battery, Australian Artillery.
ﬁ;?gg'tii:i;éiiiﬂiaaiad no gaﬂualties. We crossed green line at 8.20 a. m. sharp and reached
our objective on left by ¥ a. m. We were held up on our right frﬂy Sunken Road in Q.9.b.7.0,
to @.9.b.50,99. Enemy held this very strongly with Heavy Machine Guns. At about 2.45 p. m.
heavies shelled CHIPILLY and during this bombardment we were able to push on to our objective
et hirng about 50 prisoners, 12 Heavy kachine Guns, 2 Minnanwarfgya and two .77 Guns, Total
prisoners captured approximately 350, Material, two .77 Gune, 2 kMinnenwerfers, 15 Heavy
Machine Guns and 4 Light Machine Guns. Casualties, 1 Officer and 7 other ranks killed, 27
Other ranks wounded, 6 Other ranks gassed. First Battalion relieved us at 12 midnight, and
we moved to support in rear of Red Line in Q-23.@, central, just outside village of MORCOURT.

7 ting until 3.30 p. m. Cleaning up guns and refilling magazines etc. Brigadier
advis E?fr:: mu%e ahead, 13tE and 15th Battalions in advance, 14th Battalion support, and
18th Battalion reserve. 16th pBattalion in Blue Line were able to advance thelir line to a depth

|would relieve us at night; advanced party moved out to J.24 at 6 p. m. to allott areas and to

|ing and bombing especially ay Cross Roads in Q.16.d. The accomodation only middling, but men

ds and first appointments
nd cookers sent up later in the day. All recommendations for awar
F:ent to Rear Haadqﬁartera for completion. G.U.C., Brigade vieited Battallon and pointed out

500 vards and asked for one Company of 1loth Battalion to move up to poeition they
|E£d4gch€ed. %. Coy. under Lieut. Drybrough moved out at once and came under orders of C. O,
16th Battalion. Night quiet. -

Fine day, very quiet morning. g_'o_ hagd to visit bBrigade for instructions, was recalled

T |
C. 2118. '

0o
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position in front of GAILLY Hospital. Got in touch with 14th Battalion .and Engineer party under

three times on account of orders being countermanded. Word received that the 44th Battalion
meet Companies. Relief complete by 12.30 a. m. No casualties.in spite of very heavy shell-
were able to sleep and rest. Narrative of stunt is attached.

Beautfful bright day. No movement until noon. Breakfast Zemkgxkk brought up on limbers,

. D, & L., London, BE.C.

(A16266) Wt Wsso0/Pyig 750,000 2/18 sch, 52 Forms/Car18/16.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

hhe present line on the north of the Somme, which the 13th A, I. Brigade captured last night,
180 informed us he had no "oil" and we should probably remain in our present position,

Still resting, bright hot day. Brigade Canteen had large supply ¢f beer, which was great-
y appreciated and soon bought up by the "pDiggers." Parties from ea Company bathing in the
omme. G. O. C., Brigade visited Battalion, informed us that the Balloons may go up in 48
ours and that we should be there. Warning order received that we are to move to South of
jarcleave at an early hour on 13th instant. Later cancelled; we are to move out in the after-
noon., . '

Weather tip top. Battalion 1. O. and scouts moved with brigade 1. U. to new area at 8.30
a. m. Battalion moved from & position about one Kilometre N.k. of SAILLY le SEC to a position
about half & Kilcmetre S, W. of HARBUNNIERES. ‘Lfie order of march D. A. C. B. Rotite SAILLEY
le SuC acrose Canal, thence through HAkE]l on to La Motte en SANTERRE then just touching the
outskirts of BAYOUNVILLERS and then on to Billet in large sunken road. Left 5 p., m, arriving
9,26 p. m. At BAYONVILLERS Fkitz put a shell into A. Company, Killing nine of No., 3. Platoon
and wounding two. At 10.30 p. m, the men settled down for the night after a drink of Hot tea.
C. U. attended a conference zrd at Brigade immediately on arrival to talk of coming stunt.

Again the mnrning was beautiful., At 10.15 a. m. the C,0., with Capt. Atkinson, and 0s.C.
coys. and all C.Q.M.S’s, wemt up tc maw view the gector of the line to be taken over., C. O,
'returned at 2.10 p. m.. 2.15 p.m. Capt. Burke the 0,C. of No. 1 Section 11th Tank Battalion
'together with his 4 tank commanders called to see the C.U, and all arrangements for the stunt
were gone into and everything finally settled. During the morning Brigade advised that only

a forward party would move in tonight., the Battalion relleving the 2nd bBattalion the feollow- |

ing night. All men were issued with second water bottles, extra 100 rounds of S.A.¥. and
bombs, wire cutters etc. during the afternoon. At 7.355 p.m. the forward party consisting of

& Officere, Lieuts. Barwood, Greenwood and Drane, 6 L.M.G. teame with their guns and an
N.C.0. from each platoon in A, B. & C. COoys. moved forward to the line. The Battalion Trans-
port moved from VAIRE WOOD to the Northern part of BAYONVILLLRS during the day. The men had a
gooed days rest and no fatigues were required. Lieut. Davigﬂ the Brigade 1. O, called at 9.45
'p. m. and informed us the stunt wes off.indefinitely. During the day, Fritz put about 12
shelle into the village of HARBONNIELRES. This was the only hostile artillery activity in thie

arca.

D. D, & L., London, E.C.
(A10266) Wit Ws300/P713 750,000 218 sch, 52 Forms/Cait8/1h,

2

RCDIG1004295



o

IDERTLIAL.

o

CONE

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Swinmaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 11.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript. |

WAR DIARY

or

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
(Erase heading nmot required.)

Army Form C. 2118.

OO
e
-

e T T i i—

= ——— omm o=

Date

o — e —

Place

Hour

Summary of Events and Information

| [tema:ka and

relerences to
Appendices

1916

i

AUEg.,
18

Weather very fine and hot. <Troops rested all day, prior to moving into front line later during
the evening. At 2 p.m. all Lewis Guns and A.k.,C. gear moved up to new Battalion Headquarters
|together with escorts. At 1 p.m., capt. Atkinson moved up to forward area to0 look around and
arrange dispositions of Companies. At 8 p.m. the battalion started to move out, viz, Headaquar-

ters at 8 p., m., |

at 8.30 Pe
Ce. COoy. at 8.,4C p. m.
L. Coy. at 9 p. m, ‘
ith 100 yards at least between platoons. Decided A. and 5. COys,
;. Coy. in support and D, Coy. in Reserve. Coys, were taken 1in by
A. Coy. Capt. W, L. E. Domensey |
B. Coy. Lieut. J. L Drybrough
Ce COY. A W. Goninon
D, Goy, . * C. S. GossB.
ajor Sampson wae in command with Capt. Atkinson 2nd in Command. Lieut. Robinson, Adjutant,
jeut. Chataway, Intelligeuce Officer, Lieut, M. A. Cook, Signalling Officer.
t 12.5 a+ m, 16th August the relief was completed, and only one casualty caused, =lightly
ounded. Uuring relief enemy shelled Crepy Wood at intervals, but shelling on the front line
a8 fai{%y active during night, and the enemy was firing at quarter hour intervals in 5.19,b,
and S.2599.9.  As soon as relief was complete, Coys. pushed out patrols and got in touch with
flank bBattalions. Patrols report enemy very quiet, and nothing doing. Battalion Headquartere
are at X.28.b.4.7., R.A.P. X.28.b.4.6. B. Coy, took over the left sector with a frontage of
about 700 yards from S.19.b.6.0. to S.20.¢+6,0. congisting of four posts, Coy. Headouarters at

S.19.4.90.99. A. Coy. have three posts and have Right Sector
Pﬂﬂt 1; 51201{:-6‘4;
El SIBGHElBl'?l

3. S.206.8.9.7.
L. Coy. in Support are as follows, 1 Platcon in trench P.20.b.1.5. to P.25.b.3.8. Two platoons

in trench at P.25.b.7.5. toPB.25,b,4.3. D. Coy. in Reserve are ina trench from X.29.a.2.8. to
.29.8.2.9%., The map references are from Sheet 65 D. S.E, and 62 C. S.W. 1/20,000. There was
bry little enemy machine gun fire, just oceasional bursts during the' night. The latest "oil"
is that the Brigade will go out and do a Peaceful Penetration stunt during the next 24 hours if
possible. We are gcing into the matter at once. Our flank bBattalions at present are left 13th

D. D, & L., London, E.C.
(A10a66) Wit Ws3j00/Pyi3 750,000 2/18 Soh, §2 Forms/C2118/16.
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Battalion, and right 46th pattalion.

Weather still good. &kmnemy started to shell Headquarters at about 11 a. m, with small stuff

and kept geing at intervals of 15 minutee, firing about cne round per minute. Shelling on

front line by enemy was fairly active, and heavy stuff was used by them. At 8 p. m. two Stokes

guns 3" reported and were sent to B. Coy. in Front Line Trench., At 8.15 p. m. A. CO0y. revported
ne of our own heavies, evidently a 6" firing short on A. Coys. post at S5,20.c.9.2. Only one
asualty was reported during the day, and that was a walking case. At 9,20 p. m, our shells
gain felling short at S.20.c.9.2. this time 18 pounders. Liasion officer advised and the
atter dealt with. At 11.10 p., m. A. Coy. repert artillery again falling short,

Good weather. Nothing of any consequence happened during the early hours of the morning.
At 11,30 a, m. B. & A, Coys. moved out on a silent penetration stunt, and connected up with
the 1%th. Battalion on right and at 3 p. m., were established.in a line running from S.20.a.3.1.
to S.20.¢.7.9. to 5.20.c.9.6. No opposition was encountered. At 12 noon our artillery again

fell short, and Brigade got into them, and everything was 0O.K.

Still good weather here. During eakly morning about 1 a. m, enemy put about 20 rounds in
the vicinity of Headquarters, but did no damage beyond wounding a few Americans, The front
line was straffedpretty freely during the ea®ly hours of the morning, and A., Coy. had four
wounded and E. Coy. one wounded. From 9 a.m, to midday he was very quiet, and limited his
straff tc AUGAR WOOL. At 12.30 p. m. B, and A. Coys. advanced their line still further beyond
iIHU.FARM and the sector now held runs from S$.,20.b.0.5. to 5.20.b.9.0, to S5.20.4.0.7., along

- o0ld line to 8.26.,d4.0.6. No opposition was encountered. Ufficers and N.C.0’s. of 2nd. Battln,

132nd American Regiment came t0 look over our sector during the day, but it is now decided they
will not take over on the evening of 20/21 as arranged. At 11 p.m., tonight D. CoY, in reserve
relieve B. Coy. in Front Line. Relief was completed at 11.15 p.m. and only one casualty was
caused in relief - 1 slightly wounded.

z

6 advancing on our post situated at S.20.b.1.2. These were dispersed by lachine gun fire from
16 Platoon. A fighting patrol was sent out and the bodiss of 1 German Officer and 1 private
were identified and their regiment was 19th Lavarian Regiment 27th Division, Brigade were

advised at once and papers etc, taken from the bodies and sent to rear. At 6 a.m. eniemy put a

N D. B, & L.., Londen, B .C,
(A10266) Wt Ws300/P713 750,000 2/18 Soh, 53 Forms/Car18/10,
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Weather fine and hot. At 4 mxm.a. m, the Sergeant of 10 Platoon sighted an enemy patrol of

RCDIGT1004295



1'!’H%H!! ,JJé'!!Iina#w_“‘}ﬁ!ih‘ﬁyq'lif‘ .-55'” ‘J?if‘ PN | '“H.!!.ilanuug.m; =

CONELDLRLLA

o s

Place Date

War Di d Intelli ca | . b |

g Seootions peanding. Be oo IRe% INTELLIGENGE SUMMARY.
and the Staff Manual neapeaimaly gt

will he prepared in manuseript.

Hour

THIHBL]DIAJEY'

) (Erase heading not required.)

Summary of Events and Information

| Remarks and z

relerences t¢ =
Appendices

.1 ~
=

21

e

e T

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

barrage of heavies on cur freant line, lasting a quarter of an hour and agaln at 10 g« m,
Counter battery work was asked for, but very little of this was oblained, JMainly £,9?s, and

4,28, were the calibre of snells used., uwnemy shelling appeared toc be coming frem the directich

of Pelygon, Chaulnes and Kratz woods ci cur rigul, aad this was comrunicated to the artillery

warfer sheoting from Bleckhouse Copse 11 5.2l.a. .g2ave A. GOy, 8ome trcouble, but after the
artillery wers switched on nothlug has becn nearu of 4t so far. Lgnemy planes were active

wge done.

Weather very dull during morniug but cleared at ncou. Wcthing to report from patrcls
during the night. wusnemy snelling was nol 8¢ heavy end thc day passed without anything unusual
heppening, IThe prigadier called at 4.50- pe m. but gave us no "oil" beyond the fact that we

may be relieved about tne 27th by the rremeh. A4t 11 p: m, rritz put six shells on Headquarters

one landing cpposite Lhe door of the dug ocul slignbing wounding lLieut. Cook,

on our left reached us thie merning. Luring tlhie day there was coghing to rerort, and all day

just as our ration parties were leaving for thie lins, but he misseds Pul a few Gas shells,

evidently uJU%AbrﬂﬂE into them again at Urepey licod, but this wge uet severe and no casualties

were camsed., t, kBnglert a reinlorcement Ufficer Pﬁ}ﬂnégg;uﬂﬂ wes posted to C. Coy. now in
negiment expressing their regret on severing thelr connecticn -witl our vivision, and thanting
is for our help extended to Uhem wnilst altached tCG our vivisicns It runs as follows:- °

"My dear General, .

- 1t is with conslderable regret that 1 have received word thnat the pleasant and
"prntitﬁble assccliation of my Kegiment with the Units ofyour vivision will he terminated-.

"Staff, as well as your srigade Communders and their Staffs."

D, D, & L., London, EC.
(Aro366) Wit Wsmﬂ"}ta :;5:: a00 2/18 ﬂnh 89 Forms/Cz118/16.
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vur patrols had nothing to report and the location of emnemy 1s unknown to us. A German Minnen-

between & and 10 g. m, this morning. . uvoy. relieved A, Coy. la the front line and relisf was
|eomplete at 11.18 p.m., gnemy putl a few gus shell:s cn the Suppert Coy. at 11 p.m. but no damage

Weathier again becavtiful. dhe geed news of the rench on our right and the Inglish stunt

the enemy was qulet and no shellling was experienced in the rear of the line and very little on
our {reont liue. ring the cvening though, at ¥ p.w. he opened out on lieadquarters with 4,27s.

the line and proceeded there at 10.50 p. m., We roceived.a letter from the G.0.C. 132nd, U.3.A.

ihat can we do for you' was our first and last greetings from every member of your

RCDIG 1004295
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"Ihe spirit of frhendliness between my Officers and men and those of the Australlan
"worces, which began during our first tour of observation on the Australian ‘front and
"which was strengthened by fighting beside one another in the battle of Hamel and Vaire
"wood, was about to be brought to a feeling of comradeship in the association of this
"Regiment with your Division,

"ihe Officers and men of my command joir me in expressing the hope, that the
"gseverence of our relations is but temporary.

"hay 1 express to you personally my appreciation of the pleasure which I derived
"from serving uander you.

Respectfully yours,
(5gd) . ABBL DAVIS,
Colonel, 132nd. Infantry, U. S. A."

Beautiful morning. During the early hours our working parties proceeded with wiring
the new support line, and also further improved I's heads in front of present Xims front line
From 10 a. m. to 12 noon he persisted in sh ing the vicinity of Headquarters with 4,2’s.
firing at the rate of 2 per minute. Up to _ he had only iunflicted one casualty woundeAd,
At 4.30 p. m. Gnrpa}gaavy stokes registered quictly with 2 guns from e position at S§,20a,2.3.
the left gun firings point at 5-14.d.2.5. on South along trench system to S. 20,b.10.zR 20,
The right gun carrying on from S.20.b.10.20 along a stralgnt line tc 5.27.,a.9.4, Fritz again
opened out with 4.2’s. on Headquarters at 9 P.,k., but he missed ration parties as they left at
8.55 p.m. Al half hourly intervals from 9 p. m, onwards he pumped about 6 shelle near Battal-

lon Headquarters.

Good weather, brignt and sunny.
atunt on the left at 4.40 a.l,
alone,

Nc damage wa8 done.
Patrols have nothing tc report and the night passed quietly.

A good bit of back wash fell in our area due to our
buring the morning he left Headquarters
Ifhe Batmen and other

heads are full ufﬁ:011" and say we are being relieved by the French tonight. "Thumbs up!!!

We are hpoing thewe news is correct.
noon has not troubled Headquarters.
the consistency of a few days ago.

Lewis Gun of C. Coy’s. this afternoon,

- D. D, & L., London, E.C.
(Aroa66) Wt Wszoo/I'y13 750,000 2/i8 Sech, §2 Forms/Cauib/ib.

Mostly .77’s. are being used.

. The enemy artillery have treated us well today and since
The front line has been shelled, but with nothing like
He managed to blow out a
but thie was promptly replaced by one from support. The

i A
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The batmen were right; we are to be relieved kemkghk.tomorrow.night by the French. 13th and
16th on our left are being relieved tqpight by the knglish,

At 3 g. m. the Commandant and his three Coy. Commanders and k.G. Officer of the lst. EBEn.

24 of 59th Inf. Regiment called to see us and arrange relief., This Battalion will relieve our
two front line Companies, D, & C.& 2 front line Companies of 46th Bn, on our right, The
Reserve Coys. A. & B, are to be relieved by the 2nd. Battalion of o9th Inf. Regiment whose
Commandant and Coy. Commanders called at 10,18 a. m. and arrangad matte?s. Guides medt these
Battalions at 11 p. m, at (Map HARBONHILRES 1/40,000) ¥.3.b.2,5. and guided them as far as

Crepy Woods arriving tuerc at 12.15 a.xn. on 256-6=1C,

20 o - Whalet French were relieving uqhud were at a point in vicinity of Crepy Wood, the snemy
lopenned out with a heavy barrage of Gas Shells on our front linus and to & depth of 1,500 yards.
This upset the relieving party and they had to take cover for a time. Shelling did not cease
after half an hour so the French pushed on a3 best they could but made little progress and
instead of relieving us by 1 a. m., they did not finally take over until 4.45 a. m, on 26th.
when it was reported to battalion that relief was complete., Cur boys filed out, but did not
feel the effect of the Gas beyond irritation of eyes. They proceeded to a point at w.15.b,2.8.
Where busses awaited them to bring them to ALLUNVILLE, the last bus arrivi there at 9,30 a-m.
The men then bsgan to feel the effects of the Gas, and their syes began ic gwell and had
violent headaches. 75 per cent of A, C. and D, Coys. were affected, some very bad+ It i=a
thought that it was a new gas that Fritz used, The bombardment lasted O hours,

| Appended hereto is ihe Egggﬁﬁﬁﬁggpla-rapﬂrt on the bombardment and gibescasualties
affected. | _

26 . Weather rather dull, but no rain fell during the day. The time was spent by letting the
men rest and all shortages of kit were taken.

27 s -Waathar still dull and light showers fell about 9 p.m. A branch of the Brigade Canteen

as opened at Allonville, and two barrels of beer were served out and promptly mopped up by
E the day was speut in bathing at the baths at CARDUNEITE, where a clean changecof

he boys.
ogs was procurable. This was much enjoyed by the "diggers," fhe M.U, inoculated the whole
D, D, & L., London, ELC. - . /!
(A10366) Wit Wsio0/lP713 750,000 218 sch, 52 Forms/Cari¥/ib. ; -~
—— W ea e W Sugase it e o g A dfae su A aTw L " ~HW'E}J&MEW B e L T A W S § MU i il b i i BN B T .
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\ Battalion during the afternoon for para typhoid, so all hands have stiff arms.
| | Aug. Weather still dull and light showers falling at intervals. On account of inoculation
20 . yesterday, troops are resting. Pay is being dished out today. The canteen is well supplied
with stuff and has a fair amount of beer and stout,
' 29 Weather quite fine again., Iroops still resting on account of inoculation. All shortages
of clothing and material have besen taken and the tailor, barber and bootmakerare kept going.
17 Gfficerse and 480 other ranks autuaily doing duty, and we have 8 Officers and 94 Other ranks
detached. 1The training of signallers“Lewis Gunners is the main thing, and we are very short
of both. :
S0 Weather rather dull, but no rain.fell., Iraining was carried on as per Syllabus,
4 31. Weather dull and light showers during the morning. Battalion paraded for C.0’s. inspectioh
| and march past at 10 a. m. The turn out was very good. During the aftarnnnn we beat the 4th
Field Ambulance at Rugby by 17 to l1ll.
Strength of Battalion including attached, 21 Officers 578 Cther ranks. .
|
|
4 y .
2 'ﬁ%gﬁajﬂr, !
COMMANDING _ 18th _ BATTALION. ;
: (A10366) Wt wﬂm};?pﬁ' ?;i‘,&-’nfiﬂ-_!}?;' o, 62 Forms/Cangjss. b
| <
: b= = e e eSS b —— S e o e * _ = O =
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Narrative of the attack by 1bth, BA‘.L‘TALIO% ém/ ! ;
Ol w " u ’/ |

2() § b CLRISY=-GAILLY 8th, August 1918 ?“‘gﬁ
Reference Sheet 62D. S.E. 1/20,000 - 62D, i.E. 1/20,000,

At 1,30 a.m., oth, August 1lv1l the Battallion moved from the position
of readiness behind the chateau in VAIRE-SUR-CORBIE to its No.1l Forming
up position in F.3. & & Db. lapes had been laid and lamps placed to
mark each Company’s right flank by the luntelligence Officer. These
proved cf great value in preventing confusion, the Battalion was ready in
position at 2.40 a.m. lien lying down in the corn in Artillery formation
and making small splinter proof walls ¢f earth.

The morning was fine but foggy. Vur barrage fell at 4.20 a.m. the
fog now became dense and it was impossible to discern men moving at more
than twenty yards distance. At 5.50 a.m. a runner brought message from
C.Us 16th,. Battalion "Brigade will move at 6,50 a.mn.".

Punctually at 5.50 a.m. the Battalion moved in artillery formation
to its No.2 Forming up position near RECORD WOUD in P.l2.a., which was
reached at 6,49 a.n. I saw C.U. 1l4th, Battalion at this point and we
decided to move on in conjunction as far as Road running Nopth and South
through Q.l.c. and Q.7.a. and there nalt Fo sort out any disarrangement
of Companies caused by the blank wall of fog, Un going rouné my
Battalion I found that all were in their right positions, largely due
to the judicious use of the Prismatic Compass by Company Commanders, |
The three Tankse allotted to the Battalion Joined us here as well as half
Section of the 15th, Australian Light Horse and one Artillery Officer of
the 110th, Howitzer Battery.

At 7.40 a.m, the Battalion moved again on its way to the BLUE LINEy
“the fog was now 1lifting rapidly and a few enemy shells were falling
about cross roads in (.7. Une of our own Heavies was persistently
falling short as we advanced about 1000yards from the BLUE LINI.

At 6,20 a.m. the protective barrage ceased; B, A & D Companies with
"C" Company in support passed through the 42nd, Battalion who were
J digging in on the BLUE LIKE, ihe three Tanks were well up and meking

gocd progress., Battalion Headquarters wus established on a high bank

al Q«04be50.,90, from which a good view of the village and high ground to
A the rignt was obtainable.

ol At 8.,40 a.un, prisonsrs commenced to appear,including an liedical

4 Ufficer and his Staff, identification Y7th, 66th. & 202nd. Rel.R., by

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1004295



~ 9.30 a,m, over 500 had passed througn.; APPENDIX. / /3

Al 20 Jf;y Intelligence Officer reported on his return from forward 9.30am

| that all our objectives were gained, By the din and chattering of
Machine Gune on the North bank of the Canal 1 conjectured that the 58th,
Division were not running to schedule and this was proved conclusively
at 9,40 a,.m, The enemy opening a very heavy from our left and left rear
with Field and Machine Guns on to my right Company inflicting several
casualties, | ihe Adjutant who Lhead gone forward returned a£ 0.50a,m, and
gave me a clear outline of the pesition which was as follows, The ieft
Company and left half of the centre Company were on their objectives and
covered the approaches of all bridges, but were coming under very heavy
fire from CHIPILLY and the ridge Last,

Ihe Right Company and right half of the centre Company had advanced
to a line running North and South through Q.9.b.3.0, and Q.3.d4.4,0., but
were met with withering llachine Gun fire from the Sunken Road running
jorth and South through (.9.b.8.0. t0 €.5.d.7.0., that the Company was
forced to withdraw to the Sunken road run.uing North and South through
€e9sDe0,0, 0 QueY.0.95,95. {he right of the centre Company had estab-
lished a Post at (.5.d.5.4,. At this time all our Tanks had received
direct hits from 77 M,l, Guns firing from CHIPILLY SPUR and were in flames
in"NO. MAN’S LAND", We got in touch with a 3rd, Division iiale T;nk
and he attempted to go alone the CERLSY-MURCOURT Road, but he was forced
tc return on account of the fire from 77?s and a Minnewerfer about €.9.b.94
We got in touch with our Stokes liortars to deal with this opposition
and found# they had nc ammunition, ihis enemy Strong Point was also
holding up the advance of the left Company of the 14th, Battalion,

At 11.50 a.m. message was receivdad from 0.C. centre Company reporting

’ that Boche were coming over the Spur into CHIPILLY and the low lying
ground on N. side of canal and asking fcr Artillery to deal withthis.,

ky Liasion Ufficer with the 3rd, London’s arrived at 11.30 a.m. and
stated that they were h ung up. Iheir line running through K.27.a.& c.
K.26.d. and K.52 Central,

At 1 pem. our Heavies shelled CHIPILL: with good effect. During
this time the l4th., Battalion’s right had continued their ad?anue and
nad succeeded in capturing the village of WURCOURY, Large numbers of

prisoners making their way back along the CiRISY-MORCUURT Road, Seeing

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1004295



e’:\ APPENDIX; |/ I
‘) > +th¢dl) prisoners returning the enemy in the strong Points who had up4#fi1
rnnw offered a stout resistance realizing that further opposition was futlle,
allowed our advance to continue and the position was captured with over
50 prisoners 12 Heavy lMachine Guns, S Light lMachine Guns and One
kLinnewerfer. At 2,10 p.m, we were able to répnrt that all our cobjectives
were gained and consolidated.
In this operation we captured over 500 prisoners, 2 iield Guns,
2 Minnewerfers, 16 Heavy and 4 Light lachine Guns, also inflicting very
heavy casualties on the enemy.

Qur casualties - 1 Officer, 7 Other Ranks Killed, 2 Officers and

297 Other Hanks. Vounded.,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1004295
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continuation of narrative of events 15th BATTALION, A.I.F., from
2,10 p, m. 8-8-18, until midnight 10-8-18. ,raPPE_NDms "

#_—--——l-——-——'—_-—'_-

At 2,10 p. m, all objectives were gained and consolidated. Enfilade K.
M, G and 77 m.,m, artillery fire was still coming from the direction
of LES CELESTINS WOOD and CHIPILLY SPUR, but our artillery was 10 a
great extent neutralizing this,

At 3,52 p. m., seven Bosche prisoners of 202nd. R.I.R. found hiding in a
cellar in CERISY were brought to Battalion Headquarters,

At 4 p. m, received 'phone message from Brigadier that Mackenzie would
relieve me and Battalion would move to vicinlty of DUDGEON WOOD.

At 4,10 pe me CuOsy 18t Battalion arrived and his Company Commanders and
details of relief were mutually arranged.

"E" Coy. on left along Canal Bank. "A" Coy. centre, and "D" Coy.
on the right, with "C" two platoons dug in behind "D" Coy and
two platoons dug in forward of the Cemetery.

At 7.20 p. m. the 58th pivision delivered their attack on the N. bank of
the Canal, on the WOODS and CHIPILLY CREST under a heavy artillery
barrage. JIhe two Vickers of the 24th 14.G. Coy. attached to me and "B"
Coys. L.G’8. assisting with covering fire at Bosche movement on the J

ridge.

At 9 p. m. my Liasion Officer (Lieut, A, B, Smith) with 3rd London Regt.
returned and reported that the gnglish attack had falled, and they
were bacy in their old place.

At 10 p. m. in accordance with orders, I sent my support Company, (*c") |
to report to Brigade Headquarters in WMORCOURT and carry for 16th Bn. |
At 10.45 p., m. the 1lst Battalion arrived to relieve my left and centre
Coys. and a Company of the 2nd., Battalion reported to relieve my right
Company .« 1
Rellief was completed at midnight, Companies digging in in terraces in \
Q.23.a.a0d b., Battalion Headquarters belng established in a Hun "dug-

out" in MORCOURT VILLAGE.

During morning of 9-8-18 MORCOURT VILLAGE was heavily shelled at intervals.
To save runners and linesmen, Battalion Headquarters was moved at 2 p.m.
to bank in Q.23.2.6.,6. in d ose® proximity to Companies, .

At 5 p. m. American Iroops attacked on the N, side of the SOMME and from
Battalion O. P. appeared to be making good progress.

At 8 p. m. received orders to send one Company to C.O, 16th Bn, to aoct
under his orders. I thereupon sent my ntrnngeq"ﬂumpnn "B" 2 Officers
91 Other ranks to support 1l6th Battalion’s left, where they assisted to
dig the new line, :
puring night Hun planes bombed their old Transport linee in Q.83.a. and
his heavies strafed the vicinity af and MORCOURT intermittently.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1004295
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Pege 2.

10-8-18, Battalion, less one Qempany ("B") remained at Q.83.a, & b,, sal-

vaging material and Bosche dead.
At 10,30 p, m, 44th Battalion commenced to relieve us. "B" Company in
the line being relieved by a Company of the 43rd Battalion.

Relief wgs complete by 11,556 p, m,, Companies marching independently
to the pivouac area in J,.24.c, North of SAILLY-LE-SEC. En route, roads

n;ptoidly in the vicinity of CERISY and MORCOURIT were bombed by Hun
pianes.

) A A

/ :T,jf| d J'IIJ -"F ’
’ Ls .-"lli-ll:lf J 2 L '1":' -l' "J T\_,_..-'-
iltll‘l‘b‘lllllyléltilil ---.Hl.]ﬂr,

COLMANDI N 15th BATTALION,

20th August 1918,
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1 -
NOTES ON THE QPERATIONS, 8th, 9th and 10th AUGUST 1918. ’
(1) TANKS.
a) Should arrive at " i "
S e a Forming up" position at least two hours befors
(b) Conferences between individ
ual Tenk Commanders and Infant -
pany Commanders as early as possible before "Zero" D:? :gﬂgziial
(¢) That the Tank Section
Commander and Battalion Li
iAﬂjutant} move forward together close in rearﬂ:ipghgfiigzgk-
ng Companies, for closer liasion between tanks and Infantry
(d) an Infantry Scout should g0 forward in each gank.
(e) Every tank working with
diatinguiahing;gark. & Unit should bear that Units colors or
(%) Bads ¥,

a) That at least a week before a "Stunt" several planes should

patrol the front line about
#hould not be sroused :n Ez"d;:;‘ﬂn that enemy’s suspicions

(3) GENERAL.

(a) GuEaidarad that there were too many troops too close to th
Forming up place" for too long a period prior to "z" daa
If troops were further back there would not be the ahnuiﬁal
amount of traffic on roads through having to deliver rations

water, Iron rations, Ammunition and
R.E., Stors
be possible for hot meals to be served to the :;nggg ;: ;2;&5

lar hours and for the men to obtain unbroken rest

RCDIG1004295



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Page e

(b) . More detailed arrangements might be made by "Q" for the clearing

(e¢)

()
(e)

(f)

(g)

(h(

of the battlefield of prisoners, burial of dead, removal of
trophies and salvage of other material.

Too many fighting men, who can ill be spared from the attacking
troops are at present employed in this manner.

That Maps and Photos be issued to Battalions as early as possible
before "Z" day to allow closer study of same to be made.

That synchronization of watches be more thorough.

That the oppoetunities for "visual" are not fully realised and
exploited.

That until the supply of Stokes Mortar ammunition is guaranteed
they are of very little value in the attack.

That the scale of issue of Pack Saddles is totally inadequate.
If it is necessary to send up Rations per pack saddle at
least 30 per Battalion are required.

Thet the delay in the advance from the lst Objective to the
2nd Objective was considerably too long. This could have
been cut down by one hour, and then allowed ample time for
the troops detailed for the 2nd Objective to reach their

" jumping off" place, and thus prevent the enemy’s defence
stiffening.

/. oA .,f f...r- f‘
----itil""-t----i--:iiii--MEjnrj

COMMANDING 15th BATTALION.

20th August 1918,

oD

e

e,
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At11.30 p.m, the enemy put down a vory Leavy gas shell bom-
bardment over thiz whole of my sector. i1hies coutinued with great
severity until 2.30 a. m.,, when it eased off coasiderably; but inter-
mittent shelling of about three gas shells per minute continued until
4.20 a., m. : '

The openiang nature of the bombardment was thal of a heavy
barrage, and fell on the Front Line and Support Company i S.19,
particular atteation being paid to AUGUR WOOD. JThis barrage lifted
at 11.456 p. m. end moved on towards the Reserve Company in X.29,
which it reached about midnight. About the seme¢ time thirty 5.9 Blue
Cross shell fell arcund Battalion Headquarters al X.26.b.4.7.

Until 2.2%0 a.m. the shelling of the kront Line and bupport
System of trenches and saps was heavy and continuous. irom that
hour it graduslly slackened, and the shells fell mostly in AUGUR and
CREPKY WCODS, and in thie viciunity of the Hospital in X.24.C.

XA i - Nature of the
' amongst the officers and men regarding this. |

+* " _Blge Grees at the outest undoubtedly predominated. Later
iellow Cross er so called Kusiard was plainly identifled.

ae uzsed:- Inere is much difference of epinion

A feature of the shelling was that all ranks talk of a shell
which made a "ping” on explesion like a "richochet" builet, and smeltl
like "burnt rubber;" others speak of il as smelling like "tyre solu-
tion.” 7This shell meny =say burat in the 'air-1like sbhrapneld.

I am of the opiunion that ‘several types of gas shell were used
during the bombardhent, nhichi laeted alwosl five hours.

Evacuations yesterday and today are as underi-

5| UfPf. O/Ranks.
: | Fe Goumpany ( support) o 45
B. Company (neserve) - 2
¢, Ccupany (Line) - 31
: ¢ . Company . 3 43
' Le Ko (Linesmen and Siga) . - 4 _
| 5 195
ﬁf ' Relief of this Battalion by lst and 2ud. bBattalions L9th
) Freoch Infantry had Just commenced, and to this fact 1 attribute the
ﬁf majority of tne.casualties. 1INz relief had Lo be completed before
F daylight, and so men had to move sbout. |
|-',F e
PRECAUL I .8, he S.G.1k’8,. were immcdiately worn, m:n kept

quiet with thelr l.eads above the trench, snd whers possible sat on the
parados. HRespirators wers got removed uutll Gesis had been made for
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