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PRISC : L " Map Sheet -~ VALENCIENNES 12. 1/100000, | |
1/12/ ; |
1 0900| Weather Fine, |
B Battalion strength:- 45 officers and 703 Other ranks, |
}1130 Battalion paraded and moved by route march to the vicinity of MAROILIES, The column was hgadad |
by the Battalioh Band and the Australian and Regimental Flags, |
‘1330 Battalion formed up in field alongside MAROILIES.LANDRECIES Road. | |
1415 Arrival of His Mg jesty the Ring. The C.0. was introduced by the Corps “ommander and His |
| Ma jesty then inspected the Battalion and later all officers and other ranks with two or more Ny
decorations. After the inspection Three Cheers were given by the Battalion for His Hﬂjaaty
ags he drove off. A "?(ay-r T ARG i e ‘:7 g /i | 2 wLews T RN [F/leri™ |
1700| Battalion returned to billets. |
2200| Telephone message received from Division instructing Lieut .L.C.Robson,M.C.(Adjutant) to
report to A.I.F .Headquarters, LONDON for termination of appointment. MNieut .Robson is proceedipg
. to kmmadmm OXFCORD for contimust ion of his studies. - He was N.S." . Rhodes Scholar for 1918 and
will be leaving us on 2nd.inst.
2/12/1¢
| 0900| Weather Fine.
At C.0's request all officers and N.C.0's met at- H.Q.Mess for the purpose of bidding farawall
to Iieut .Robson. The C.0. in a few well chosen words spnke on the stdrling qualities mExkk= |
| and the work of Lieut ,Robson during his time with the attaliun Mr .Robson having at all | |
| times the interests of the Battalion and its personnel at heart and pointed out to all what |
| a very great loss he would be to us all. All Company Commanders spoke on behalf of the Coys.
| they commanded and R.S .M. Wright spoke on behalf of the senior N,C.0's., Lieut.Robson replied |
sgitably and it was very evident that he was a s sorry to leave us as we were to lose him.
0030| Lieut .Robson left by car taking with him the good wishea from all for his future career. | J
1400 Meeting of the Soccer Committee held in "A" Company's Mess, Inter company competitions were |
| . arranged as follows ‘- |
; | H Q v HBH S “ﬂ" HDH | LI "B" v “C" 1 |
| . Points in the competition to count 2 fnr a win and one for a draw. |
| . Lieut .V.E.Sansom was elected as Brigade Selector - the Soccer sub-committeé to form Battalion, ]
| selectors.
| 1600 Changes in Officers: Lieut.I..C.Robson,M.C. proceeded to A.I.F.H.Q. LONDON, r
3{12{1@.
, 0900 | Weather changed and wet throughout the day. |
i (A10266) Wi wsg,un}}l:p% ?Isti’nkn:'?f %’nﬁﬂh Forms/Car 816, |
o, |
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| 0900 | Baths have been allotted to this Battalion from 1300 to 1500,
| Fducat ion classes are being carried on under Company arrangements - Lieut.N.K.Bushell, Bn.
| Education Officer supervising. ' | |
12000 | Bn.Routine Order No .93 issued. - Promotiocn of T/C.S.M. R.J.Morgan , M., M. to C.S.M. approved | |
_.- by G.0.C. 5th.Aust,Inf.Bde. dated 9/11/18. : | |
A meeting of the Rugby sub-committee was held 1& Q.M's billet at 1500, |
| Lieut .-Colonel G.F.Murphy,C.M.G.,D.5.0. in the “hair, 1 s
| Inter-company competitions were arra d - the following selectlion committee beling electied -
i C;p‘t 'J.B.Eang’D‘SITE., Capt .A -Pﬂ,iﬂﬂ y Eﬁ'ﬂt .P.D.JGHEB ,M-G.,D -C th |
| \ A1l sporting meterial was placed in the charge of L/Cpl Mcleod, (H.Q.Observers Section).
4/12/18 . | f
i 0900 | Weather wet,
Education classes were carrlied on during the day.
1400 | Meet ing of the Hockey Sub-Committee = Arrangements were made for Company competitions on the
1ines of the Rugby and Soccer Competitions.
1500 | Meeting of the ﬁducatinn Committee .- Lieut .N.K.Bushell in the Chair. _
Resolved that an 18th.,Battalion “arliament be instituted and also that the representatives
submit names of lecturers and subjects. |
2000 | Routine Order No,94 issued, - Meeting of the Ceneral Management Committee ordered for
| | 1500 on Sth.inst.

818/ 18- 00 | YVeather Dull but fine | : = |
| eather u . | |
| g%OD | Meeting of the Sports Committee, capt.J .B.Lane ,D.5.0. in the Chair,. |
| Reports of the Soccer, Rugby and Hockey Sub-Commit tees were recelved and adopted. It was |
| resolved to recommend to the General Management Committee that an Australian Rules Suh-ﬂnmmitqee

 be a inted. |
| 1500 ;Mﬂetﬁgz of the General Ngnagement Committee of the Regimental Institute. = Lt-cql_G.F.Mupphyb}
| ' C.M.G. D.S.0. in the Chair. Present were - Major Robertson,M.C., Capt .Faine, %:pt.Lane,D.S. “
| | ' Lieut .Willis, Lieut ,Sanso Lieut .Belcher ,M.C. :
| ' Capt .Doyle, Capt.Sadler, Capt,.Beddie, M.C. ut. y . m, > ’
| Ligut.ﬂgﬁg;ava? R.S.M.l;ight,m.m., P{E.Jefferiea, 2/1Lt .R.Hendy (Secretary),C.Q.M.S.McMahotn, | }
(Asst.Secretary). |
Minutes of the previous meeting we;e ie%g agd Enn{irmag.d g ) ST f
| C jttee reported :- Tha e Pn.,Canteen ha ee aken over by e Uanteen
| . Gantgent}* E.ﬂﬁ'ﬁl?fll.ﬂndﬂu, E.C. ‘ Committee as and from 28/11 18. Report rece ived.
f (Atoa6i6) Wt Wes00/P7i3 758,800 2/18 Sch, 52 Forms/Czii8/15, |

& | |
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The Education Committee reported:- That it had been resolved to institute as soon as pussiblﬂ1
on arrival at WALCOURT a Battalion Parliament and also to provide regularly lectures, debatas?
etc. =~ Report received. : |
The Sports Committee reported:- (1) That the competition draw 1n each Rugby, Soccer and l
Hockey had been completed, a win to count 2 points and a draw 1 point. _ i

(2) That the following days had been allotted to the varlous sports - |

Rugby =----- Mondays and Thursdays,
Soceer ----- Tuesdays and Fridays.
Hockey ----- Wednesdays and Saturdays.

Report recelved,
The Committee recommended :- (1) That an Inddor Sports Sub Committee be formed and the
President requested to appoint a Chalrman. Carried,
The President appointed Lieut .E .S .Bonham as Chairman. The following were nominated and
appointed on Sub Committee - 55
H.Q. - Sgt WHITLOCK, "A" Coy. - Lieut ,BOLGER, B" Coy. =-Lieut ,GREENWOOD,
"c" Coy. - Pte.P.H.FALCONER, "D" Coy. =-Lieut ,BELCHER M.C,
(2) That an Australian Rules Sub Committee be formed and the President requested |
to appoint a Chalirman. _ |
It was resolved that officers commanding Companies forward to the Secretary
names of representatives after which the Pres ident stated he would appoint a chairman.
() That the sporting material of the Battalion be placed in the charge of one man., |
(4) That L/Cpl.Mcleod (H.Q.) be appointed to the position, subject to the approval
of the C.0. - The C.0. expressed his approval. $
(5) That the appointment of Lieut .Jones,M.C. D.C.M. as Brigade Rugby Seleclor be |
firmed. |
e (6) That the appolntment of Lieut .Sansom as Brigade Soccer Selector be confirmed.

Report adopted.

Secpetaryv's Reports:- The Secretary reported

1) That the C.0. had approved of the purchase from Regimental Funds of Sport ing ]
material recommended by the Sporting Committee, valued at £ 55-6=8,

(2) That in accordance with resolution of 29/11/18 the following had been appointed |
on the Education Committee Lieut .N.K.Bushell (Chairman)

~ E.G.HYNES, Pte .H.W ,HANSEN "A" Coy, Lieut WILLIAMS
H.Q. Pte . et Coy. égt WODLIEY. "D" Coy.

"B" Coy.Lieut ,BOTHAM,
dpl LNEWMAN,

Report received. \

D. P, & L., Londen, EC.
(Aroab6) Wt W5300/P713 758,000 2/i8 Sch, 52 Forms/Cari8/1F,
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PRISCHES. 5§/12 lb. :
T - J . T1800| Routine Order No .95 1ssued.

| Bathe allotted to the Battalion from 0000 to 1100 on 6th.inst,

6/12/18. |
"090C| Weather fine. |
| | wa® Wp® & H Q.Coys. at the Baths, and received a change of underclothing. ;
| ilBOOl Education classes continued throughout the day. |
| Routine Order No .96 issued. - Battzalion will route march during the morning of the 7th.inst.

7/12/18

Rattalion paraded in-the Rue d'Avesnes and moved off at 0915, Route, ¥,17.4.00,10, =

i3 N.23.b. tnpcruas roads in 0.9.a2. thence road through 0.8.d. to PRISCHES,

1145! Battalion returned to billets and ingpection of feet and boots carried out.

1600 Routine Order No .97 issued. - Court of Enquiry into matter concerning claims recelved from

VIGNACOURT to assemble at 1630 on 8th.inst. . | |
President: Ca-t.J.B.Lane, D.S5.0. |

Members : Lieut.H.S.Williams, . |
Lieut ,E .Belcher, M.C. |

| Changes in Offlcers: Lieut .J .R.Nield rejoined the Battalion from Seconded List.

| 2000! Routine Order No.,98 issued. - Detailing Church Parades for Sunday 8th.inst. |
5/12/18. Sunday - Divine Services - |
| 0900| Weather Dull and showery. | |
Divine Services - Roman Catholic - Mass in _the Village Church at 1100. - Chaplain Clune, M.C.
A1l Protestant Denominations - In the “hurch Army Recreation Room at 1000 -Chaplain King. |
1600 Changes in Off icers: Capt .A.Paine proceeded to Officers Rest House PARIS PLAGE, | |
| | Capt.C.G.Walklate, M.C. rejoined from the Instructional Staff at the Corps School. | |

ol | Capt.C.H.Kaeppel,M.C. re joined from Seconded Ligt and took over duties of Battn.Ad jutant. |

Q{lggl . ' I

| 0900 Weather Fine. |

| 1200 Education classes continued throughout the day. !
1100 Meet ing of the Rugby Sub Committee - Secretary's report received and adopted. - | k

. Referess:- Names of the undermentioned were submitted.:- |

H.0. - Pte ,KNIGHT. Pte.D.M,DUDGEON, "A" Coy. - Sgt .ENIGHT.

"B¥ C@y. - Lt .REDGRAVE, Sgt.ROWLEY, "G" Coy. Sgt .RUSSELL, Capt.LANE,D.S.0. |
"D" Coy. ~-Lieut .,JONES M.C.,D.C.M. |
D.P, &I.., Londen, E.C.

(Atoi66) Wt Ws30e/P713 758,000 218 Sch, 52 Forms/Cz1:18/16,
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| ] g Lol 8 3] G - e Wl b e Appendices
RISCHES . /18.

PRISC éflg[%?40ﬂ Conference of Chairmen of Sports Committee and Sub-Committees.
: f Sports arranged as follows :-
: Prﬂs?%%;;g% 18/12/18 - ROGBY - "A" Coy. versus "C" Coy. at 1300, Referee Sgt.Rowley.
L 'l ’ SOCCER- "A: Coy. versus "B: Coy. Referee Lt ,0'SULLIVAN,
| | WEDNESDAY,11/12/18 - HOCEKEY-  "A" Coy. versus 'C' Coy. at 1300,

. < < H-Qlcﬂyn versus DH C'.'.'J:Y- ﬂ.ta ,140{.}-
THURSDAY. 12/12/18 - RUGBY - "B" Coy. versus :D" Coy. at 1400, Referee Fte ,DUDGEON. |
| | FRIDEY  13/12/18 — SOCCER- . "C" Coy. versus 'D° Coy. at 1400.

g fficers:

i Chang;;Big-g- left on a tour of the industrial districts of BELGIUM in connection with the
| Education Scheme. Major W.R.C.Robertson,M.C. now Temp.C.O. _
| 1800 | Rout ine Order No.99 issued:- Court of lnquiry, under A.A .Sec.72, to assemble at 1000 on
| 10th.inst. to inquire into the alleged absence of two members of the Battalion.
| - Pregsident: Capt.J.N.Doyle.
M&mbers: Lieut.R.E.Dryden, M.C. D.C.M.
* * Lieut . .H:.8.Willjiams,

e - - = ——
. pie— s e e—

@

8 .
lbtfinﬁ. x |
!gggg gziggazlgzitadutn the Battalion until 1100, - Personnel of "A" "B" & "C" Coys. had baths and ! |

‘ Egﬁziiizi g?&ssgs cung%nusd. - The undermentioned officers are relieved from Regimental dutles

| apd are ap ointed Company Educational Officers :- ! | |
| “

Cov. - Lieut .H.S .WILLIAMS, - “Bﬁ Coy. Lieut .L.J .BOTHAM, |
| - by c%ﬁ. - Ljeut .G.F.FOOTE K M.C. -— "D" Coy. 2/1t. F.P.QUIRK. %
| | H.Q. - Ligut_W.C.C.SATéﬁELL, M.C.

1000 | Meeting of Australian Rules Sub Committee - Lieut.F.P.Quirk in the Chair. | ?
' Thoge present w»ere - Sgt .Flower, Pte,G.McIntyre, Lieut .Hendy (secretary) |

| S

%Thﬁ CDmm%%%E;hE$B:;vzﬁstralian Rules Football Team be selected within the Battalion. | ‘
| (Ej THat the Sub-Committee constitute the Selection Committee, *

| (3) That the Sports Committee be requested to allot a day for Australiag Rules Football.
(4) That the Sports “ommittee be regquested to recommend to the Brigade “ports Committes
; the advisability of arranging a Brigade Australian Rules Competition to commence ;@
: - %I}Haﬂfdﬁ%ﬂcl at WALCOURT . Recommended to Sports Committee,

(A10266) Wt Wsz00/Pr13 758,000 2/15 sch, §2 Forms/Carikfib,

i )
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PRISCHES . jO/IE/hﬁ'

|

1600
1800

11/12/1]

v m——

|

12/12/18.

;i/12/%&.

ﬁeathe
1300

1000

1400
1800
0900

1400
1800

1600

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

. . Capt ¥ .H.Cullen rejoined from English leave.

Chagﬁea %idgifﬁgeigo 1a§ued.=- sentences awarded by F.G.C.M. were promulgated. S

‘EE-:.EJ]E?.H Clunﬂ M:C- Will lecturle to 3_11 I‘ﬂﬂks on 't'he REpatr'iatiDn and Demﬂhilisatiﬂﬂ 2 CNeme

at 1000 on 12th.inst. ng® C esulted in a draw, neither side scoring.

The rugby match, "A" Company versus "C° vompany T Réfﬁrﬁg _ﬂgt.Ruwley.r g
| ng" _ 1t2d in a win for "A" Company by 1 Goal to

Soccer mateh, "A" Company versus "B G@mpany, HEEEEA Referee ~Lieut.0'Sullivan.

r wet,

tinued during the day. :
Educatiﬂntciaisﬁingggmn&ny versuag"ﬂ" Company resulted in a win flor "C" Coy. by 2 - ril-
O WARD H.Q.Company versus "D" Company resulted in a win for "D" Coy. by 1 - Nil.

Otherwise the day was uneventful.

' tupe to all ranks on Repatriation and Demobilisation.
Ch?fliignclﬁﬁiazdlzf 0050 and marched to the Church where the lecture was given-

Batta p ton. "B" Company versus 'D" Company resulted in a win for D" Coy. by 3 - 1.
R4g8. Rugby mateR, | Referee -Pte ,DUDGEON,

Educat ion classes contimied throughout the day.

wﬂﬂthﬂr Wet ®

Fducation classes cont inued. _—y . aIENeP Bids ,
ompany ®Pesulted in a draw, no score e r ¢
ﬁgﬁﬁiﬁaméﬁéﬁ; ;gjlggmggggégffsgircular Mgmu¥D-A*G-,ﬂ-I-F- 10/1212 of 9th.inst. published for

information of all ranks. ey Lol e e

eived from Australian Y.M.C.a. acknowledged. gby Foo i
%E:;téggiﬂag?;iigr:fELiaut.C-J-Eruasuiﬂ oroceeded to Biv.H.Q. for duties as Town Major.
Maju% S . A.Middleton reported from hospital and 1is attached to Div . H.C.

P. D. & L., Landon, E.C,
(A1o266) Wt WEsoe/Pyis 750,000 215 Sch. 82 Forms/Cansfib

mil.
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{nstructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
| Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 1L

WAR DIARY

nr

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

Army Form C. 2118.

{;:' ..r.r

a

and the Stafl Munual mp&ﬂ:iwm. ity i (lirase heading not vequired.)
will be prepared in manuscript. é = &
Pla . Date Hour Summary of Events and Information
ce b
SR <R 1 e = —— e e .
) : lap sheet VALENCIENNES 12, Edition 2, 1/100000)
ERISCHE%'li/lg/“%GOG éﬂ?;adeuﬁideﬁ ¥o,.228 r&caiiad, with reference to the move- to WALCOURT,
0| ¥ durinz the morning fine and clear. » | # |
*%ggg C::;E:: 1Ern?%iuers: Lieut .A.E.Cartrell returned from leave in ITALY, and Lieut .,E .S .Bonham
| returned from leave in ENGLAND, 2/1% .R . Hendy proceeded on special leave to U.K. to buy
sporting materi=al for the Brigade. 1t.-Col.C.F .Murphy,CMG DSO, returned from Belgium where
I he had heen on duty in connection with the Educational Scheme,
SAZ/18, ' all Education
ded to Pivisional Headquarters and had a conference wiih uca
| e E??igégé E;GE;:.%ivisiun as to the arrengements made for the scheme of farming out men 1n
| RELGIUM. undef the Educat ional Scheme., It was pointed out thal owing to the dearth of raw
materiai and pilfering of machinery by the Boche it would be difficult to place men out at
| t. i ®
| 1600 Eﬁ:ngazein of ficers: Lieut.R.H.Willis proceeded on leave to U.K.
2000 | Meather during the day has been mild.,
16Zl2/1" . WALCOURT d e billeting officer
¥y Iieut F.J .Brown, M.C. proceedsd to " as advanc e .
| e Thzuc.ﬂ. 1n5peciad the Rattalion, prior to the march to WALCOURT ,
| 1415 | A meeting of the Regimental Institute was held. (Report attached) _
| 1500 The C.0. called a meeting of CGompany Commanders to explain the 1ines ¢f training. discipline,
| te, in WALCOURT, | ' r
! 1830 ;aitalgﬂn Order No .54 issued, in which 1s included March Table 'A
17/12/1§. |
§ ft for AVESNELLES,
| gggg %ggizignzazzimé;c&d the march £pom PRISCHES en route for AVSENELLES (first stage of the
i ' mareh to WHLCOURT_ o " "
| . Teather: Raining and very cold until 10 ence very cloudy.
i 12351 fi: m:;ching wag difficult owing to the h;avy traffic and the narrovw roads,
AVESNELLES . " Appived at AVESNELLES - Billeting very %ncnmpl&ﬁe but soon got the men settled down,
: | 1600 Appendix to Bn.Order 54, March Table 'B' issued.
1@y12/13 | 108 ' | ' ' h to WALCOURT | ' .
| | tall commenced the second stage of the marc e o |
?i%gl ?i: ;;rzg Wa: very good and there was practically no traffi¢ on the roads. "hile on the

.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

narch the Battalion was insnected by the G.0.C. ond ,Aust .Div. (Major General C.,Rosenthal)

D. B, & L., Londen, E.C.
(A1oz266) Wt Wszoo/P713 758,600 2/18 Seh, 52 Forms/Ca1:8/16.
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Instruetions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
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and the Stafi Manual respectively.
will be prepared in manuscript.

Hour

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

Title ages . :
, (Krase heading nol requared.)
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e

Summary of Events and Information
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12 .
| 1130
1830
1510
1545
1900

19/12/18

0945
1020

BARBENCON . 1235

1250
| 1800
20/12/18 .

0917

|
WALCOURT . | 1300
1315

1800

21/12/14.
j 0900

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

' Paying Officer on board Transnorts going to AUSTRALIA.
1800 |

— s ———

—_———— e L

Hemarks and

references to
Appendices

The Battzalion halted for lunch, The march was very cold and it was raining throughout.

The march was resumed.

Crossed over the Franco-Belgisn border at a point due west of SIVRY,

Arrived 2t SIVRY, The billets were all ready and the men soon settled down,

Aprendix to Battalion Order No,54, March Table 'C' issued, | '
Received a vire from Brigade saltering the nights resting place for 19/12/18 from SOLRE.ST-
GERY to BARBENCON .,

- - e —— — e

Battalion cleared the village of SIVRY on the third stage of the march to WALCOURT, |
On the road was passed a gun, reputed to be the last gun captured before the Armistice wan
sjgned, being captured by 2 Manchester Regiment (B.E.F,)

Arrived at BARBENCON. Although it was raining and very cold through the march, marching was
vert good,

Settled dovn in billets.

Appendix to Battalion Order No,54, March Table 'D' issued,

Battalion clear of BARBENCON on the fourth and last stage of the march to WALCOURT, |
Weather during the march was very bad, raining, snow and sleet falling at times and very cold,
The marching however was very good, |
Arrived at destination: billets previously arranged by Lieut .F.J .Brown, M.C. |
Of ficers and men all settled down and making things comfortable, ‘
Capt ,A ,Paine peturned from the Officers Rest House, PARIS PLAGE,

A1l the Comnanies were billeted in the Chateau, and Battalion Headquarters 1s situated near
WALCOURT Railway Statien.

A descrintion of the surrounding country is appended.

Appended is a 1list of officers and Other ranks who took
Lt .-Col .G.F Murphy.C M.G. D,S.0. proceeded on leave to N

Capt .A.Paine left the unit for A.I.F.Headquarters LONDON, prior to taking over duties as

|
?%ﬁt in the evacuation of GALLIPOLI, |

The day was snent in cleaning billets and also the vlillage which were left in a dirty state
by nrevious occunants.

D. b, & L., Londen, E.C.
(Atoz66) Wt Ws300/P713 758,000 2/18 Sch, 52 Forms/Cari8/16.
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tions regarding War Diaries and Intelhgence |
i os Are cntiinedl 1. 7. 5. Regs,, Part 11 INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuseript. -

— = [—
— i S e m— “- — - — =

iy i f .
1Y | =
r i

(Lirase heading nol required.)

B e
Remarks and
references te
- —— A — et ——— — - — e - e T N e 2 ﬂppend]ee&

i iy 5 1 = EEE |
: Divine Services,
WALCOURT . 23/124%%60 g%ﬁg% ’oFiEN%LAHD ~ Service, followed by Huly Cnmmunigp at 1000 < Chaplain KING,
1030 | ROMAN CATHOLIC 3 Mass in the Village Church at 1030 - Chaplain G;UEE, M.0C.
W her: nd clear. y
fgggg G;:;gzz 1iig¥fic&rs: Capt ,E.J .McNabb,M.C. left to attend a Ploughing Demonstration at G.H.Q.
‘ farm at CORBIE., Iieut,.C.J.Brossois was relieved of duties as Town Majnp WALCOURT and resumed
duty with the Battalion. Lieut .D.L.0'Sullivan,M .M. took over duties af Towm Major WALCOURT .
Lieut .E .Belcher, M.C. proceeded to CHARIEROI to receive Australian comforts for the troops
and have them despatched by train to WALCOURT,
. -

Place ' Date Hour Sumnmary of Events and Information

?- - 0@50 The Battalion marched to the Concert Hall to hear a lecture on “MOHTEHEGRO“ given by
i HP |c -E -BI‘GWH . 2 .

1130 | The Corps Commander (Lieut .General Sir J.J.Talbot HOBES, K.C.B.,v.D.) visited the Bn,
| 1600 | Changes in Officers: Lieut .%¥.Philpot proceeded on leave 1o U.K.

B, | | ' |

ttalion marched to Field F.4.40.90,(Sheet NAMUR 1/10000C) where the 5th ,Aust,Inf .Brigade | |
PR E:s fa be reviewed by H.R.H.The Prince of Wales at 1000, Eis H,Highngss presented medals to Qhu |
‘ follewing members of this wnit ’ |

ope7. Sgt. Kates, WZE. "Dem" 2285, Sgt. Lueck, 3. THUNY

' . ; . - : : ’ a2 " " |
| 2360 . Sgt. Dixon J.5. =y - 5368, Cnl, Milliken, G. MM |
' | 1887. c§1; wiid, ' RV, "MM" - 1968, Dvr, Metcalfe ,A.R. “MM/ |
‘ 24 . Pte, Turley, %, :25“ - ggggéLéEpl,g:nson, E. “EE“ !
* 4. Pte, Colless, 7. - _ . . Pte, W b
ggé?ﬁ Pte . Dunkinson,E. "M - 3966. Pte. Wisé, E.A. :mm: |
3844 . Pte, Faddy, =~ G:E. "HMM" 3 4644, Pte, Speerin, A. MM

1. Sgt. Chapman, J. "MSM" 340, Sgt, Turner, B.J. "MSM" | |

| ' After the nresentation of medals the following officers were presented to H.R.H.The Prince of
| v o

|  Vales | N Major W.R.C .ROBERTSON, M,.C. (T/C.0.) | |

| Capt. S.Beddie, M.C. - Lieut ,H.Kirke, M.C. | |

| ngt. G.H.Kaapﬁél, M.C. Liaut!W-C-G-Sétqhall M.C. | |

Capt . J.N.Doyle, Lieut.S.J Murray, M.C.

TR B

| | Lieut .D.Bolgsr Lieut ,F.Vilkins,
| Capt. G.Guwglkiate, M.C. Lieut .J Maxwell, M.C.,D.C.M,
DD &L, Londen, k.C.

(A10268) Wt W5300/Pr13 758,000 2/18 Sch, §2 Forms/Ca1i8/15,
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lustruetions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 1L
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript.

WAR DIARY

or

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

([rase heading not requived.)

Place . Date ‘ Hour

- Mmoo — - sl
=

SQummary of Events and Information

WALCOURT . 24/12/1

. e ———

1000

| 1500
1200

2![12[;@
0900

0930
1300

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

1600 |

Officers presented to H.R.H.The Prince of Vales :- |
Lieut .L .M .Redgrave, - Lieut .E.W.Satchell,
gapt. J .B.Lane, D.,S5.0, | Lieut .R .E .Dryden, M.C.,D.C.M.
Iieut .J .C .Costain, Lieut .5 M.Clark, M.C.
Capt. G.L.Sadler, Capt. W.,H.Cullen,
Lieut.P.D.Jones, M.C.,D.C.M. Lieut .F.P.Quirk,.

Lieut .E.Belcher, M.C, returned from CHARLEROI with Australian Comforts for all units of the
h.Brigade Group. '
giaut.éslchur tugk over duties of Town Major WALCOURT from Lieut .D.L.0'Sullivaen,M.M. who
resumed duty with the Battalion. | -
The follewing wire (G.205) received from 5th.ﬁuat.1nf.Brigadu +
"His Majesty the King has awarded the VICTORIA CROSS to0 Lieut.J.Maxwell,M.G.r
"18th .Bn. ,A'I'F- AAA Please convey Army, Corps, Div, and Brigaﬂe Commanders
"congratulations AAA Ends." |
CHRISTMAS DAY. |
Church of England Service in the Concert Hall WALCOUR?, followed by Holy Communien, Service,
Chaplain KING officiating.
Romar Catholic - Mass in the Village
Christmas Dinner was a great success.
with the Christmas issue of plum pudding and Comforts received from Australlia everybedy

enjoyed the Chtistmas dinner, From the remarks of the men, it was the best Christmas they
had spent since leaving AUSTRALIA,

The follewing Christmas greetings were received from G.0.C.,A.I.F. (General BIRDWOOD) :.
"T gend most hearty greetings and good wishes for Christmas to every member of the
"A.J.F., for all can indeed look back With satisfaction to the ma%nificunt work
"that has been accomplished. I trust that all may still have happier Christmas

"prosperity for many a long year to come when they reach their homes."

Church WALCOURT - Chaplain Clune ,M.C. officiating.

and

D. B, & L., Londen, E.C.
(A10266) Wt Wsi00/P7i3 758,000 218 Sch, 52 Forms/Caui§/ih,
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f-I¥T ' ] WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118,

or
e & g e War Diaries and Intelligence 5
Tnnir;;;.;::;:ﬁ‘;g::,; ;:fml]ned in F. 5. RE%\E_.. Part 11. INTELLIG'ENOE SUMMARY. {};3
and the Staff M:-.'il}unl rﬂﬂ]‘!*‘-ﬂ'fgi"ﬂ].‘r- itle pages (Frase heading not required.)
will be prepared in manuscript. i = 2 b - e —— . 1 Hemarks and
| Summary of Events and Information l'eference_ﬂ te
Place l Date Hour LB -1 g Appendices

|

TALCOORT . 25/12 l%éDO Opening of Battalion Officers Vess, combined with Dinner to LASUS 4 SHARREEL ¥ 40, MEC . eT .8

26/12/18. | |
™ 0900 Weather Fine. " e s e s |
| | Battalion on parade for roll-ecall, after which the men all proeeeded Lo classes un

; ~ Education Scheme.
1800 cgangas in Officers: Lieut.S.J.Murray, M.C. proseeded on leave to U.X.
27/12/18 ‘

|
| 6900 Weather Fine and clear, . t - o ek !
| Coys. had a roll-call and then the meén proceeded to the classes under the Educatlon Scheme. |
’ | he day was uneventful. | |
1800 g;?i;;izz Enuting Order 107 issued. = The following amounts have been donated by this unit !
towarde the erection of a memorial of the ond .Aust ,Division at MONT ST .QUENTIN, |
u) Company - 255'00 Francs. - 4
r "B Comnany -—— 242'00 i
‘ "C" Comnany -=-- 245'50 ’

"D" Company --- 231'00 - |
_ H.Q. (inel, --=- _ 476'S80 |
Q.M,.Store & 145000 Francs. =-TOTAL. |
I . Transpprt. | E I
W fime Vet. - |
i B:it:iinn roll=call. - Men proceeded to various classes to continue educational work.

!
Hockev matches postponed on account of the weather.
iggg Gh:nggs in Officers: Lieut.L.J.Botham proceeded on leave 1o PARIS.

There was nothing further of event happened to-day.

= ] F'l? E 1 t’ ™ lr :

0909, M::tgigﬂé:dggytu their various educat ional classes after the morning roll-call.

140u| nugby match, H... versus "4" Company resulted in a win for .8. by 6 to Nil, L Bk
1800| Changes in Afficers: Chaplain Major Clune, M.C. and Capt.C.G.Templeman (R-M-O-_ o

proceeded on leave to U.K.

30412/18

'OQOO Teather Sultry. PR e V) |
- 11-call, after which the men proceede 0 e .
: Usuiiﬁﬁ?‘ﬂﬂiﬁ&?ﬁ:ﬂé&niﬁm Fﬂ:ll:ls_-"ﬂ:llﬂ,hﬁ Gt hﬁ P‘iﬂﬂ the dﬂ:f was une ve 'ﬂta ful ° I
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Instructions regaiding Way Diaries and Intelligence
Qummaries are contuined in F. 8. l?.e%ﬁ., Part 1.
" and the Stafl Manual respeclively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuseript.
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Place Date Hour

e o —

3
WAR DIARY
or

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Brase heading nol required.)

Summary of Events and Information

WALCOURT . 31/12/18.
|

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

|
1400/ A Soccer match was played between
win for "B" Company by 2 to Nil.

1800/ Routine Order No.108 issued.

D. D. & L., London, E.C.

~0000| Weather sultry, but became fine during the morning.
| | . Edmekkkd Educallon classes continued during the mornin
| ' 1200 Capt.C.E.W.BEAN (Australian Official War Correspondent

— —— e — o ———

? called at Battalion H.Q. to complete
the history of the Battalion up to the time the Armistice was signed.

B" Company and "C" Company was played, resulting in a

Army Form C. 2118,

F
A

Kemarks and

references to
Appendices

(A10266) Wt Ws300/P713 750,000 2/15 8ch. 82 Forms/Caniffih

I

The strength of the Battaligg_gg_a&_ﬁl[;gélﬁ was - 49 Officers 715 Other ranks., |
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) 18,000-12/17 -872

e WAR DIARY

L Barrrcon A1 E

FOR

LIST OF APPENDICES.

No. fubject.
1/D/18. Report of 18th.Bn.Regimental Institute.
2/D/18. March Table 'A'
3/D/18. March Table 'B'
4/D/18. March Table 'C'
5/D/18. March Table 'D'
1 é/Dfiﬂ. Degeription of Country.
7/D/18 . Lieut .Maxwell's recommendation.
8/D/18. E?;Ei::ggg?ifw%E%ngéilﬁhﬂ took part in
9/D/18. Educational Report.
- 10/D/18. Transport Officer's Report.
11/D/18. Lieut .L .M.Redgrave's Report.
12/D/18. Sports Report.
13/D/18. Quartermaster's Report.
QAP @ FEEEE
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' Elaamgggfn wﬂsmaamt%“ﬁlﬂh&ﬁ¥*¥ F***“I”‘ ORUER No,564, (Copy Wousfes
-.;t: : 3 . o
ras hjffff Bat tal ion teaunuﬂrters
W o P AT 18th,Cecemhep 1?13.
{ffﬁﬂferﬁnaa Maps VALBNCIEWNES 12 ) e 5
NAasUR 8 ) 1/10000
i .

1 The 18th.0attal ion v i11° march from the present area to the
TALGOURT ANEA between 17th. * 20th,inst. as per tables 'A" 'RY vg' 'nf
‘ attnchad
ST Billetinz varties as already detailed,
it o= Dress = Varching Order, steel helmeis and hox respirstars will.

be ecarvried,

. &g Magrch disejpline - Attention 1s directed to instreutions in
f\ Znd JAust,Dive5.38/1 1028 . £

8, All officers kit, mess gear zand all blankets will be stacked at
Enmpqu H,Q, at 0700, giempemen, Blanksts will he rnlled in bundlesg of
én, '

8, qtrﬁr—;‘lerﬁ party of 1 officer % F‘lﬁ:n. vill be detailed on 19ih,
ingis by "A" Company - to move behind 1/3 S5.444,.8ection and on 20th 1ﬁst.
by - "L" Compeny, to move behind 18th.Battalion,

7 o *atches will be synchronised by Pn Hlﬂ.:ffirer at tﬂfgﬂ) each day,
8, ACENOY LEDGF

Capt .,

Adjut amt—T8th.Pattal ion, A.I.F,

Issued at 1830 by runrer,

1} r’istr ibut ion.

f' -"ﬂ 1: Fi%él ﬁﬂtﬁ. Eiq.?ffi'ﬂer.
i B A, Company. | To Q..
If 8¢ B Company. 8. T.0. //
| 4, 'C Compeny. 9/11, ¥ar Uiary,
6+ D" Company. | 12, Spare. :
} M A R C I L ABL Kk iy
ate;, @ Coys P Pags S.0, Routs , L, SR '1;;;;;1:;:-‘
. i Bfat B.d.aB.08. ;0508 GAMIIONIES - ) 1athjas da.
TEhe 3 (B¢ frnm i rWh “ﬁYT t. 0c0g : ern portion of: in rear of
PCas 1 hC Powith ERIbCHha- oo 3 | : AVESNES 4o 1 ondAM.T8n,
©48, ¢+ "D"  : CARTI(INIES Road : 0913 r AVESNELIES, ' 3 ;
$fperd,: due VWorth of R r 0915 : $ 3
.h_.ﬁ_lEELJPQEI.1nﬁ_ﬂl_ﬂﬂFq e PN 53 =3
l- A
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o i - ﬂ."—_ ' ; ;
oatoe " ( AJey GUTEENTH AUSTRAL IAV- INFANTRY BATTALION.
. A 2\ o SR e L |
: 10 .\ % “at tallon Hesdguarters,
| 17th ’ecember 1918,
E?EEEDIX‘EQ EIGHW?FFW- S TRALIAY INFANTRY BATTALION ORV . R N B4,
i R G H l*j _L FL {El
Cﬂ}a " Bn.E.“- :+ Pags Sef e Routs : REE&TR .
.............. B e o v 3 45 i o o i e ol A ) M 00 e = e 40 S o S 4 0 o - i i A
| { Band : Ratlway : 005 t FLLILLRIZSZ: The Bn, will halt for
2 t "A" : Crossing 2807 : ~CLAIRFAYT: lunch from 1130-1300.
, qeth, ¢ "B" i due N, of : Ca 09 : =S IVRY, t En 8 ﬁ Dgtuilg will
L Bee. ¢ 20" {7 : 0911 : : march with the Coy,
e 1918, 1 50 ﬂWhL VL LS o8 0013 : i with "1 ch they are
ﬂ5 _EEiLJLhL S : | H t lunshines
X ¥.B. Duringz approgeh to the Zrigade starting ‘oint at ‘erpssing of Rue
' de Bauvet with Flauwmnt- ¢lleriss Road, W, of A in Flaumont
(bﬂtrgen NOOE gnd 0037) the 1Tih .Bn. will have precedence of
A moveme nt .

‘ Copy to 5th .A.T .Bdel
WOTw yeen *n. )

for information. WW

.

Adjatant 18th . Ba **1’*op

_}ih B @ETEENTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION.

3 o“\ A - |
: ! .
NO. /545?/3?' : Battalion qbadquartepg

18th.,December 1918

IX 1O EIGhTEENTh AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION ORDER No ,54.

e m—
_-""'-_"'--_—'_-"'-----'---—--l——----—-—.—-—-.-...-—-pi----—-—l-i-
e —

E Coy. Bit oD I Pags S .P. e ﬁ;;;;g;--*'
E Ea%d E BnJdlde -2 0987 :Thruugh BOIS de MARTEﬁ'__:é-Eé;;;i;
: “C“ - ! 0937 *SART to main road near: w117 march
. . : 0939 :SIVRY Station,along :: with same
: “E" : : Oggié :main road thrauﬁh : €oys . as
ARaNAY 3 : 3. : LORROIR SOLRE._S% . _
1] :TphSee : 0945, : F‘ER_I_Q;Q%_;&; : gggfath ;

i1 N.B. "g"™ Gompany will detail a st ma
gglers party of one office
Twent: Qtﬁﬂr Ranks. This party will fall out after pasé;nind
3 Brigade S.P. (500 yards E. along SIVRY-SIVRY Station road from

the point Where this rozd is met by road from GRA
follow behind 1/3 S.A.A.Section. m GRAND RIEN) and

cnpy tﬂ _Adjutant Gaﬂt

th .Batt
oth.A.1.Bde.(for information) . 2 pREadion, Saeat,

[t}
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"y .BESGRIPTIOH OF COUNTRY ON MARCH ROUTE FROM PRISCHES TO WALCOURT.
@LEEEEREEEE.

The thoroughness with which the retreating Hun had wrecked the
own up bridges, culverts and dumps impressed one
Eﬁ;i:;iﬂiiéih:niﬂgih. HE one ﬁin’saw the exploded dump and munition
train at AVESNELLES Siding 1s ever 1likely to forget 1it. Qut apartt .
from these, the evidences of war Were few; the land was undevastated,
a shell hole a rarity, while the few gu?tad houses in each village, i
burnt it was learned by thgiﬂun in his '"14 advance, might have been
E.ﬂ rﬂ' L]
¢ aha Ggh: zzzitiiﬁi%;elf was of the most plcturesque: a very large
proportion is pasture l1and and so, despite the season did not prajﬂnt

ith farme and crossed

= barren appearance, undulating, dotted w

Eﬁihuﬁzgéesa;nﬂ tree lined roads its aspect made amends for the inclemeat
veather,

C .H.KAEPPEL, Capt.
18th.Bn,,A.1.F.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO04318



[ALI787] W10715/M1107 1000m 12/16s 191 G & S E.688. Forms/W. 3121 /4

5th ,AUST . INFANTRY

Jamm o= = P ert—

~ Brigade,

2nd ,AUSTRALTAN

e T e e

schedule No. | Unit
(to be teft blank)

Rank and Name

(Christian names must be stated)

[
Action for which commended

(Date and place of action must be stated)

e e e

li;mummﬂuded
by

Army Form W. 31Z1,

Division, AUSTRALIAN  (orps. 10th,October 1918, Date of Recommendation. cfﬁ

Honour
or
Rewaril

('t'o be left
blank)

"18th.

AlIlFI

g

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Battalien, |

Lieutenant
Joseprh

MAXVELL, M,c.,D.C.N. FONSOMME Line, hear ESTREES, North of

On 3rd .October 1918 he took part as a

Platoon Commander in an attack on the BEAUREVOIR.

ST .QUENT IN ,

His Comnany Commander was severely wounded
soon after the jump off and Lieut MAXWELL gt
once took charge of the Company,

. "hen the enemy wire was reached, they were
met by a hail of machine gun fire and suffered
considerable casualties including all other
officers of the company. The wire at this
point was six belts thick, each belt being

25 to 30 feet wide. Lieut MAXWELL »nushed forward

single handed through the wire and attacked the
most dangerous machine gun. He personally
killed three of the crew and the remaining four
mén in the prost surrendered to him with a
machine gun. His compeny followed him through
the wire and cantured the trenches forming
their objective,

Later, &t was noticed that the Comnany on
his left was held up in the wire by a2 very

strong force on the left flank of the Battalion.

He at once organised a party and moved to the
left to endeavour to attack the enemy from the
rear. Heavy machine gun fir e met them. Lieut .
MAXWELL again dashed forward single handed at
the foremost machine gun, and with his revolver
shot five of 1ts crew, so silencing the sun.
Owing to the work of this party, the 1lsft
Comnany was then able to work a small force
through the wire and eventually to occupy the

objectie and mop up the trenches.
%n the fight?ﬁg prior to the mopping up,

VICTORIA CROSS.
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| 5th.A.I.Bde.

Lieutenant
Jogenh

an English speaking prisoner who was captured
stated that the remainder of the enemy were

MAXVEIL, M,8.,D.C.M.willing to surrender., Lieut .MAXVELL and two

Reed .,

15/15}1

I
Date recommendation passed ¥xd forwardes,

Pagsged.
15/10/18.
/10/18.

8.

men w*ith this prisoner, walked to a post,
contalning more than twenty Germans., The latter
at once seized them and disarmed them. Lieut.
MAXVELL waited his chance and then with an .
automatic pistol which he had concealed in his
box resnirator, shot two of the enemy and with
the two men escaned. They were pursued by rifle
fire, and one man wounded, However, Lieut.
MAXVELL orgenised a narty at once, attacked and
cantured the post.

Throughout the day, this young officer set |

a most remarksble examnle of personal bravery,
temnered with excellent judgment and aggressive
decigsion., There 1s no doubt that, had it not
been for his nersonal dash, the operation

could not heve succeeded as quickly as 1t did.
He handled 2 most involved situstion with

very fine leadership.

(Awarded M.C. -26/3/18)-A .I.F .List 332 of 17/5

(Awarded D.C.M. 20/9/17) A.I.F.List 302 of 28/2/

Recommended for Bar to M.C. for operations on ©

18 .
18,

/8/18,

Not included in New Years Honours Recommendations.

ier-Ge

‘ | .0 .ROBERTSON
afng decons ustratian BIvEElal:

Command Ing Second Australia

neral,

VICTORIA CROSS.
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¢/ ']}y EIGHTEENTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION. V&l

Officers and Other ranks who were at the evacuation of GALLIPOLI
PENINSULA on night of 19th/20th.,December 1915 and now present with

the Unit.

@ eece

Lt-Col.G.F.Murphy,C.M.G. D.S.0.

Chaplain Clune, M.C.
Capt.GrG{Walklate,

Capt .S .Beddie, M.C.
Capt .W.H,Cullen,
Lieut .¥W.S .Moors, M.C.

M.C.

Lieut ,W.C.C.Satchell, M.C.

Lieut .S .J .Murray, M.C.

Lieut .R.E .Dryden,M.C.,D.C.M.

Lieut .E .Belcher, M.C.
Pjeut .P.%Wood,

1980, CSM, Mackenzie,

1928. Pte. Fitzgerald,

134, Pte,. Bellwood,
537. Sgt. Gemmill,
1995, Pte. Ryan,
2066, Pte. Shaw,
282. CSM, Morgan,
570.L/Cpl . Honey,
684 Pte. Tideswell,
1007, Cpl. Wheeler,
338, Pte. Thompson,
566 .1,/Cpl .Hastwell,
1114, Pte. Vovil,
1084, Pte . Gove ’
919. Pte . Locke,
847, Pte. Elwell,
1762 .1./Cpl .Sams,
645. CSM Stickley,
18¢2, Sgt. Bull,
1900. Sgt . Cameron,

1905, Pte.,
2001 . Pte.
ek . Xhe.
1935, Pte.
1940, Cpl.,
1088, Pte.
1966, Pte.
1903, Dvr,
2039, Dvr.
559- D?Pt
1966, Dvr.
617. Dvr.
1398 .RGMS ,
o088, Pte.
1882, Sgt.

28 . Sgt .
189. Cpl.
1968, Pte.
1947 . Pte.
a9 . Pte .,
882, Pte.
2053 . Pte.,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Davis,
Simonetti,
fetfmmy
Hambly,
Hardman,
Wilkie,
Martin,
Boyce,
Comerford,
Grose,
Mackay,
Ogden ,
Clunne,
Stewart,
Bell,
Tevelein,
Bigland,
Miles,
Jones
Wilson,
Egginton,
Cow,
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We.
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R.J. "MM"
R.J.
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Gapt J N.Doyle,
Capt.J.B.Lane,
Capt .G.L Sadler
Lieut .R. H'Willis
Lieut .E.W Satchsll
Lieut ,C.E Etheridga,
Lieut .V .E.Sansom,
Lieut .S .M.Clark, M.C.
Lieut .W Philpﬂt

2/Lt. F.P.Quirk.

D.S 104

1687. Sgt. Foster, J.F.
2015, Pte, Smith B -
1953.5gt. Jones, F.W."DCM""MM"
515. Pte. Daly, T. .
1893, Pte. Brown, C.
1945.L/Sgt.Horneman H.J
340. Sgt. Turner, s
509. Pte, Clarke %.C.
822, Pte. Ghurch A.E.
758. Pte. Lonsdale ,L.M. "DCm"
728. Pte. Dayis, P.F.
625. Pte. Purcell,¥W,
876. Pte. Hala, Fa
1257 L/Cpl Robertson 5, o
692. Pte. Walk&r G H,
1072 .CQMS , Elliutt G.
768. Sgt . Evans, G.
371.CQMS. Pickup, F.C.
708. Sgt. Edwards, J.J. "MM"
1346, Pte. Cox,  W,S.
7. Fte, Hnllis w
960, CSM Paton, R: "MM"
1969, Sgt. Mewkill, J.
‘2053, L/Sgt Rnberts R.
1993. Cpl. Ross, A.
1937. Sgt. Harria M.H.
1976. Pte, O'Gnnnor Jad
1670, Dvr. Clarke, N.
222, Dvr, Feeney, J.P.
237. Plte. Hewer, J.
le68., Dvr, Metcalf A.R., "Mm"
628. Dvr, Pedlow, J.E.
1148, Pte. Clarke R i
61. Sgt. Cleary, E.M.
402, Pte, Threlkeld, G.
2007.L/Cpl.Spaul, U©.E.
71. Sgt., Harris, c. Bum"
478, Pte, Arnold, W.E.
1240. Pte, Ratliff, H.E.H.
45, Pte. Yeo, W.
1292. Pte ., Rowson ad
2034, Pte., Colles, C.C.
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I\ REPORT ON EDUCAT IONAL WORK FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER 1918.

5

(=)

QORZI2E0RRERBREER

Education classes, under the A.I.F .Educational Scheme, were
commenced in this unit whilst at PRISCHES but=owing to unsuitable
accommodation 1ittle was accomplished. Subjects of general educat ion
such as Reading, Vriting, Spelling and Arithmetic were carried on by
companies whilst for a number of evenlings a miniature debating sdciety
afforded entertainment to a proportionate number of men,

The village of WALCOURT near CHARLEROI (BELGIUM) to which the
Battalion is moving shortly and of which village we have heard so many
encouraging statements, promises to afford adequate »rryrtiand
opportunities for 1deal education classes and lectures and so plans have
been made for the carrying out of the scheme when the Battalion arrived
there,

AT WALCOURT. Quite a big village and pleasantly situated and will
come up to the promised expectations, The Boche however have removed a
vast quantity of seating accommodation and this Wwill need to be replaced

before classes cm% properly begin. After a week however a truck load of
timber which the Tuns faliled to remove has been converted by the Bn,

Pioneers into forms and tables and quite a number of bigz classes are
established. For example mmxiammmey a2 Bookkeeping class with a membership
of 55 was instituted at the Technical School WALCOURT gnd this will
increase by the next lesson. Eight other well attanded classes are in
operation.

The Battalion Parliament, which owes its origin to the Bn.
Education Scheme enterprise also promises to be a real success,

| N.K.BUSHELL K Lieut.
1/, Educat ion Officar 18th .Bn A.I.F.
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O TRANSPORT SECTION DIARY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER 1018,
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The early pert of December, as far as the personnel of the
Transport Section is concerned was one of the most disastrous periods of
the war. No less than 25% of the section, mostly drivers of long
experience - having been evacuated, suffering from the then very prevalent
disease 'Spanish Influenza'. Of the men evacuated, 1323 ,Dyr ,W.C.FELLEW -
who was one of the 'oldegt' drivers and one of the most respected and
popular lads in the Battalion - died. He was buried in the British
Military Cemetery LE CATEAU, A regimental cross was made and placed over
his grave by comrades of his old section.

From the beginning until the middle of December we were billetted
at PRISCHES, During our stay there, there was much difficulty in getting
rations and fodder up to the Battalion - owing to our lines of cdmmunicatio:
the railway having been disorganised by the destructive work of'delayed
action' Hun mines. However Motor Transport was substituted and with the
unt iring energies of our 15th .Coy.A.A.5.C. the difficulties were overcome.

The men were billeted in comparative comfort considering the
desolation and the destitution of the inhabitants of the village, which
had been occupied by the Huns s ince September 1914.

The animals - horses and mules - benefited greatly by having
splendid stables which had previously been occupled by horses and cows -
these having been commandeered by the “uns. |

The work at PRISCHES consisted chiefly of drawing rations
from the Refilling Point, trips to Ordnance, and Canteen, also a dally
job for the benefit of the civil population - that of drawing coal from
a dump vhich the Huns had established eleven kilometres from PRISCHES.

The coal was greatly appreciated by the destltute civilians as the cold
weather was just about due.

As frosts were anticipated it was necessary to shoe the animals
with the special shoe which allows of the screwing in of cogs to prevent the
animals slipping.

Just prior to our departure from PRISCHES Major General ROSENTHAL
our Divisionzal Commander, held an inspection of vehicles - one or two
from each section of Transport in the Division. This inspection was for
the purvose of ensuring uniformity throughout the Division,.Re-ad justment
in the fitting of harneds and the wearing of some parts of the harness,
which in some cases was considered as lumber was ordered. Algo the
polishing of all moving parts of the limber and harness as well as chains,
together with the polishing of practically all the metal work on the
vehicles, This gives the outfit a very smart appearance and may be alright
in Peace time but under the present service conditions the polishing
entalls much?*work which is very much agalnst the grain of those who do it
and have to see it 1is done. Winter, with its mud, cold and rain does not
improve matters particularly when the necessary oil etc. is at a premium.

After leaving PRISCHES we marched to AVESNELLES - a distance of
about 15 kilos (roughly 10 miles) There we staged for the night. In about
the most convenient place one could choose, meén, horses, harness, vehlicles
all being under cover and water handy.

The following day (18/12/18) we continued our march towards
COLOGNE - GERMANY) staging the night at a small village called SIVRY,
From there we marched about eight miles to BARBENCON ¢rossing the FRANCO-
BELGIAN border and passing by the house where (according to rumour) the
German plenipotentiaries signed the terms of the Armigtice. Close by
here was a German gun said to have been captured by the Manchester Regimgnt
at the 'Eleventh' hour of the war.

After staging the night at BARBENCON we continued and
completed another series of marches on arriving at WALCOURT.

From the time we left PRISCHES nothing eventful happened and
the marches were very normal.

f Here in
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Here in WALCOURT, men, animals and harness are under cover,
men and animals being particularly comfortable.

The men's food is equal to that which they were getting
wvhen the battalion was first line troops. The animals fodder stands

at sbout the same ration has hitherto..
During the march from PRISCHES we had the assistance of six

men from our DPivisional 5.A.A.Section along with their 12 mules and
three vehicles. These were of great assistance as Chrigtmas Comforts
and the number of ERdmmkE officers above establishment whose valises
had to be carried was more than a First Line Transport could cope with.,

(Signed) H.W.KIRKE  Lieut.
Transport Officer, 18th.,Bn.,A.IF
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REPORT OF MEETING OF 5th ,BRIGADE SPORTS OFFICERS

HEID AT Sth.A.I.BRIGADE H.Q. at 1la.m. 28/12/18.
CRCATELAREEELE

1 attended this meeting.

The draw in each of RUGBY, SOCCER, AUSTRALIAN RULES, Football
and HOCKEY for the inter-Battalion competition was made as follows :-

HOCKEY

Ground .
5/1/19 20th.Bn. v 18th.Bn. 20th.Bn.
12/1/19 17th.Bn. v 20th.Bn. 17th.Bn.
19/1/19 18th.Bn., v 17th.Bn. 18th.Bn.

Each team to supply referee.,

Guide for visiting team to be at B.H.Q.

Games to commence at 2 p.m.

" RUEB¥.
Ground.
1/1/19 18th.Bn. v A.A.5.C. 18th.Bn.
17th.Bn. v A.A.N.C. 17th.Bn.
2nd .M .G‘.Bﬂ oV goth anl 2nd .M-G-Bl‘l.
8/1/19 1Bth.Bn. v .&iAiMICl A-ﬂ..M.c-
AABS. 0. w BrdM.G.Bn. A.AS.C.
17th.Bn. v 20th.Bn, 20th.Bn.
15/1/19 18th.Bn. v 2nd . M.G.Bn, 18th.Bn.
17th.Bn. v 4.A5 .C. 17th,.Bn.
A.LAM.C. v 20th.Bn. A.A.M.C.
22/1/19 18th.,Bn. v 17th.Bn. 17th.Bn.
ond M.G.Bn.v A.A.M.C. o°nd M.G.Bn.
20th.,Bn. v A.A.5.C. 20th . Bn .
29/1/1¢9 ond ,MGBn, v 17th.Bn. 2nd M.G.Bn.
lﬂth.Bn- v 20131‘1 an: lath .Bﬂ.
A.H;M-C. vV .&-.A.-S 40- A.A.S.C.

Home team supplies umpire and guide at B.H.Q. for visiting teanm.

Grounds reversed for second round.
GCame starts 2 p.m,

5 0CCER,

Played 2 p.m. €ach Frlday.
The draw is the same as Rugby excep
A.A.S.C. have not a soccer team.
The dates are as folloWws
2rd,, 10th., 17th., 24th., & 31st .January 1919.

gets a bye.

_-#’

AUSTR A

L IAN

Same conditions as Bugby.
t that the team playing A.A.S.C.

RULES

Each Saturday at 2 p.m.

League Ryles.
Ground .
ﬂﬁﬂ@lg_ A.AM.C. v o°nd M.G.Bn. 2nd .M.G.Bn.
18th.Bn. v 2nd . D.A.C, ond D.A.C.
11/1/19. A.A.M.C. v o°nd JLD.A.C. AZA N.C.
1Btfhanl v 2]1!1 rH 'G*Bnt leth-Bni
18/1/19. 2nd JM.GC.Bn.v 2nd ,D.A.C. 2nd M.G.Bn.
18th.Bn. v A.AM.C. AA.M.C.

Same conditions as Bugby,

Grounds reversed for second match.
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OTHER BUSINESS

. -

SOCCER. It was announced that Unit Soccer teams would compete for
the Army Championship.

d to
In view of Lo CoIng b O eben iatheir Unit, e s
facilitate selection.
Only men who had seéen mrvi;; in France are to take part in the PARIS
sports in the Spring.

--‘_"—--__---

| The Rugby team will arrive in PARIS 17/1/19 and play on 19/1/19.
: It was suggested that wrastlingi one round boxing and Tug-o-war
receive consideration.
cnmpet%;;nﬁgaa put forward for the tug-n-;azlis, ?hat Units select
Company teams in 3 weights as IOLLlOWS -~
ok e g Under 10 stone.
10 stone aml under 12 stone.
12 stone and over.
As 1t is 'impossible for the 5th.A-L-T-Mifayihzncrgéssni ti:Trof any
he T.M.Bty. are to play w oys.
ﬁi:%éc?iﬁeuin;ta and ma§ play with such unite in Battn.competitden.
Units playing pustralisn Rules are to arrange for grounds as soon
as pnasibl&.

(Sgd) L.REDGRAVE, Lieut.
| 18th .Bn,
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26/12/18: ad :Cpl .GROOMNS . : : :
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