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SEQ&E! GGP?-HDI ﬁii
/ 6th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER NO.73

S S N S S S T T T S T T T T T T T I S T T T T S T T e e ———

Map Ref. ALBERT combined 1/40,000
GUEUDECOURT 1/10,000 lst March, 1917.

1. The 6th Aust. Machine Gun Company and the Ath Aust. Light Trench
lortar Battery will relieve the 5th Aust, Machine Gun Company and
5th Aust, Light Trench Mortar Battery in the Right Brigade Sector
on the night 1st/2nd March 1917.

2. All details of the relief will be mutually arranged between
| Company and Battery Commanders.,

3 Guides from 5th Aust, Machine Gun Company and 5th Aust. Light
Trench Mortar Battery will be at Right Brigade Headquarters
| MARTINPUICH, at 4 p.m. to guide incoming Units.

4. Completion of Relief to be wired to Brigade Headquarters.

De Aﬁh'milﬁdgﬂ .

Copies to.~-
1. Filed

- r .
2. War Diary f{fﬂf?(-ﬁ7 ?1'51 <~ Captain,
2. 2nd Aust. Divn. A/Brigade Major 6th Inf., Bde. A.l.F.
4, Bth M.G.COV. M .,f"'--‘
He Bth LeTM.Bty. >
8. 5th A.lI .Bds. 5
7. 7th A<l sBde. ' /
8. Spare.
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v ' APPENDIX  ¥:1 15
:J )

SECRET COPY NO. ~

Ref. Map ALBERT combined 1/40,000
GUEUDECQURT 1/10,000 1st March, 1917.

F. The 6th Aust. Inf. Bde. will relieve the 5th Aust. Inf. Bde. in
the Right Brigade Sector on the nights 1st/2nd and 2nd/3rd March
1917 in accordance with attached table of Moves and Reliefs,

T

2e All details of the relief not provided for herein will be mutually
arranged between C,0's concermed.

3 All Trench Stores, laps, Air Photographs, Ammunition Dumps, S.0+5.
Rockets and all documents likely to be of value will be taken over
and receipts given.

Gunm Boots will be taksn over at the Drying Sheds.
A list of all Stores taken over will be forwarded to Brigade
Headquarters within 24 hours of relief.

4, Two Mills Grenades and 2 Sandbags per man will be taken into the
line.
Oe Distances of 100 yards will be maintained between platoons.

No formed bodies of troops are to pass Right Brigade Headquarters
before 5430 pP.mo

6e The Commend of the Right Brigade Sector will pass to G.0.C. 6th
Brigade at a time to be mutually arranged between G.0.C's concerned

7 o Completion of relief to be wired to Brigade Headquarters.

Be Units will arrange for their Specialists not required for the

Line to be quartered at PIONEER CAMP. These detﬁils will come
under the orders of the Battalion in Reserve at SUSSEX CAMP.

e Acknowledge.

e ———— e e et

GﬁEiEE oo~ :
o F ‘Ed f -"rf k"’“—_,

2. War Diary ff ff gf 21
3. 2nd Aust. Divn. | v Captain,
4, 21st Bn, A/Brigede Major 6th Inf. Bdeo A.I.F.
5. 22nd * by
6. 28rda *
7, 3%th *
l 8. Bth Me¢G.CO.
9. 6th L.T.Mnﬂty-
10. 5th A.I.Bde.
11. 7th A.I.Bde.
12. 18t A.I.Bde.
13 . Spare.

v i i
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P,
1
T BLE oOF MOVES & RELIEPFS
ettt} e —— e T L T S S e e e e e e
To accompany Brigade Order No.74 :
e e e T — S e e e e e et S s Rttt R e S T
Relieving Unit being G UIDES S Destination of
Date = Unit.- Relieved.- r me ace | Unite.- | Remarks ,=-
2/3rd March 24th Bn. 17th Bn. 1 0ff. I/ec. 5.30 p.m. Junction of Front Line Bn. H.Q's Dugout
1 Guide per CHALK PIT | Melled.8,5%,
Coy. HeQ's WALK - LE SARS
1 Guide per WALK, duckboard
Platoon | tracks South end
1 Guide per of MARTINPUICH
5 Bn, HeQ's
P e b\ o) S 8 y _ | | ‘|
O 23rd Bn. 20th Bn. =40 5.45 p.m., -do=  SUPPORT ~ Bn, H.Q's Dugout |
| - MJl84b,5.5 (approx.)
-dﬂ- 22nd Bn- lﬂth Bn. -dﬂ" 6-90 P-!‘.’l- -do"' "dﬂ- . Old Risht- Bn. HIQ'ﬂ
- Me2B8eb.Be8.
- o= 21lst Bn. 19th Bn. | - - - SUSSEX CAMP
| .~ Route & Times to |
be arranged |
- Mutually so that >
move is completed O
. in daylight. 0
LAY F = = | m ;.
1/2nd March | 6th W.G.Co. 5th M.G.Co ; | i & 1]
Mutually arranged | | O
~do= 8th LeT.M,Bty. B56th LeT.M.Bty. ) 4 _J_ ; |
bt et A et —'-J""'-!"":!‘======ﬁ=====_"===—“—-===M“"==__‘#‘_======ﬂ=========== I —— e e e el e e e NN TEEERTEIR RSN
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8th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE

mmm:ﬁﬂmm

Brigade Headquarters
3rd March, 19 17.

C.U-.
24th Battalion.

Three Strong Fighting Patrols are to be sent out as soon
as possible to ascertain the following.-

1. vhether GRENVILLERS TRENCH is held and in what strenpgth.

2. Condition of wire and places of possible entry.

Se If Trench is found by Patrols unoccupied or lightlinheld
Posts are to be established immediately at the following

points.- reinforecing patrols from line of posts now held.-

GeB35+0e240 Post
Ge3Bed 2.2 BLOCK
H.5.bs1s9%s BLOCK
GeB35sdeBels POST
GeBBedeBel POST
Ge35¢deBe3s BLOCK
FedBeaColads POST

| 61561311-4- BLOCK
Ge3BeCe2e4e BLOCK

It is suggested that both flanks be reinforced with strong
parties of Rea#d: Rifle Grenadiers

4, To facilitate communication the following suggestions are
forwarded.- '

(a) That patrol take forward telephones with the necessary
personnel.

(b) Tracing Tapes taken forward and laid back by runners
returning with information. |

(e) The use of Very Lights and Flash Lamps with a pre-arrangaq

Signal.

5 The Company in MALT TRENCH to be held in readiness to move
forward and occupy line of poets at present held.

8 Artillery and Machine Gun Company will 1ift their normal
barrage until reports are received. |

7 Programme for the Irench liortars is being prepared and will
be communicated direct to you by Irench Mortar Officer.

8, It is essential that reports be received at Brig de Headquarte!
from time to time regarding progress made by patrols. |

7,
f J A i)
/ a{rp i Captain,

g’efﬁe,]sth Aust, Tnf, BdGe AsLeFe

pPlease advise by wire what time you propose sending these
Patrols out to enable me to arrange with Artlllery.

e
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Y APPENDIX §e3 18
SEGRET ' - | COPY No. %
6th AUSTRALIAN IHFAHTRI BRIGADE ORDER no.va
e e S —
Ref. Map ALBERT combined 1/40,000
GUEUDECOURT 1/10,000 4th March, 1917.
1. The 24th Battalion will be relieved in the Front Line by the 23rd

Battalion and will move on completion of relief to SUSSEX CAMP.
The 22nd Battalion will move forward tos close Support and the
21st Battalion to Support in accordance with at tached table of
Moves., The above move to be carried out on the night 4th/5th March.

2 All details of the relief will be arranged mutually between C,0's
concerned.
D All stores etc. Ammunition Dumps and papers likely to be of valuse

will be handed over.

4. Completion of relief to be wired to Brigade Headquarters.

5. Acknowledge

Conies 10 .=
i, F'IIE‘H

2., War Diary

3. 2nd Aust, Divn. /{l MO"?/”“ oA

4. glﬂt Bn, - _ =

5. 22nd * : Captain,

6. 351‘& " - i 6'&1 Inf. Bdﬂq A;IgF.
7. 24th “

8. 6th M.GsC0.

9., Bth LeTsM.Bly.
10. 1zt A.I.Bde.
11. 7th A.I.Bdse.
12. Spare.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1004504



rnﬁur*ﬁiln tﬁ
Battalion .’;ﬁﬁ

Elllﬂ'ﬂ -ﬂd“'t

~do- | 23rd Bn, "B"  22nd Bn. FRONT LINE POSTS
| 1 Go
1 "
STy, % .
| Bn. HeQ.'s
; H‘uﬁhﬂ.ﬁ#
= i 22nd Bn. "C" = 21st Bn, OLOSE SUPPORTS  SUPPORT
| | 1 Coy SEVEN ELMS
: | . B any': FLERS TR.
* 1 Coy. F SWITCH
'! lh-. Hia
nﬁﬁub-
{

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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?3) ¥ APPENDIX 141 2.01
- g, _ dopy 0. N
% G404 AUSTRALIAR INFARTHY BRIGADE QRUFR HOe 78, ” 4
Reference - LE BARS, LE BARQUE, 1/10,000, 4th Mareh 1914, q-

1. the ath tralian Infantry Sri front from the prosent . |

Left boundary(exelusive of LAYION ALLEY, MeBebe & de, 20 Li SARS,)

e

 these receints will be forwarded to Rde,

will be extended to the East to a line ruwming ERUCOURT

LYAGBAYE to L BARGUE Road ( BLUY CUT ) Horthwards along RED CUT, |
Hels 8o & O twlﬁn.:;ﬂ.. inolusive, The new front to bo .
takon over tralian Infan Srdigade. ! pressnt |
mww"{nmmmxmnr:gm. . (

ihe nAbAd of holding the front allott rigade B
T S JureHainty Somer Ry
| lion in Front Line tom of os |
‘h; NS Instisaw i Dot aad J
e; (me sattalion in Reserve, ‘

d) One Sattalion to be known as the Relief Hattalion.

All detalils of the relief not provided for herein
wmunuywm'nm -

All Trench Stores, Heps, Ammmition Dumpe papars 11
wuwummlmuimm:mmmmgv:f ' 110:1?
Mﬂmm

af'ter reliofl,

Completion of relief to be wired to Brigade Hesdquarters.
ACKROWLEDG E,

o

N

A
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Unit to be

Tas" '-- s X | 1
'.-;_-.-...1,..;:._ \ b e e

Reoenarkaos.

yoths  25pd Bne ~— 4th Bn. 2 Coys. 3 Coys. F.l. Fosts. 23rd Bn. will relieve 2 Coys., 4th Bn,, in
18t B¥n., 2 Posts. 1 Coy. MALTY Tihe. front Line Posts, and 2 Post.-'ot the 1=t Bn, |
—— m.ma.lltyfa.a. Relief not to cormence before 7 D.rm.
(- ®.- amdan.  4th . 10ov. & Coys. Li ARG SSIild. 2amd %'ﬁi:[{fl reliove 1 Coy. atn Bn. in EsE |
- . TRERCE Aellef not to eommence bhefore
ne HAQree Me13.0e2%ede 7 Dete |
- . e - — - - e :l
- d0.~ R1st Bn, 4th iin. 1 Coy. 1 Coy. HEXHAN ROAD. 7 21st Bn. will relicve 1 Coye., 4th Bn., in |
] 1 CGoy. FLER: LIBE. Hel%7.ducontral. Relief n;t'to eamim |
1l Coy. Hel7.d4.c8ntral, before 7 pem.
: 1 Coy. FLERS SWITCH.
| Bne H4qre. Me20ebea7.0%.
T m—— ‘-I--H---: - - —— | | . .~ ————. . - - I|
= d0e«= 24th Bn. Remaine aft SUSSEX CAYP wntil furthor drders.

= doe~ Ath Must.l.G.Coy. let H.0. Under mutual arrangemente. >

Coye U

4 Guna, E

- d0s= 6th Aust., 1ot L.TeM.Bty. Under mutusl arrangoments. O

Lie e HeBtYo 3 Guns. S

e e e e e e e T R T T ——— i TS — b - :rz__
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1?3% ; M w é APPENDIX "'} 22

() Qeli's will arvange mutually w o ¥
Srigade details as to time sto, & o Lo © of the ond

fmvnnd tion.~ The Main Divisional Dump ie
HeB2eCobel and 18 imown as .:E'ng_?m at HARTINPUICH

*E® HaeBBeBoleB, : ..
mttm‘rrynw MelBeDeDeBe o4
Barrier m H-ﬂibt‘.;-‘ . |

Other small Dumps in the area are being cleansd
an advanced Iump established st M,11.b.d.5. .

Ps ™ 2ona =
e - ® aard *
le ¥ Saeth ¢
| Ath M 300

i L g il — _—
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1.

6th AUSTRALIAW

e l— . L SR B

= R T e .

Reference LE SARS, 1/10,000

The 22nd Battalion wil

Front Line on the nigh

APPENDIX

INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER WNO.77

e i L ST

23

/;)
COPY HQ-‘A '

6th March, 1917

l relieve the 23rd Battalion in the

t 7th/8th March.

The 21et Battalion and 24th Battalion moving forwar
ance with attached table of lioves and Raux;rs., d in acoord-

All details of the relief

Cs0's concerned,

All Trench atnrga, Map
and receipts given,
ed to Brigade Headquar

will be arranged mutually between

8, Ammunition Dumps will be taken over
Coples of these receipts will be forward-

ters within 24 hours,

Completion of Relisf to be wirad to Brigade Headquarters,

Acknowledge.,

__—__-_——“—____“-
%Eiﬁﬂ.tf) o=

L
2. War Diary
3. 2nd Aust, Divn.

4,
Se
6.

21lst Bn,
28nd *
28rd "

7Te 24th

8.
2.
10,
11.
12,

8th U.GeCo,
ﬁth.LiTIHlBty.
2nd A,.I ,Bde,
7th A.‘I eBde,
5th A.I.Bde,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

'Y |

A/Brigade Major 6th Inf,

Gll.pt.l.in,
Rd'ﬂl AiI IFl
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f?q%;
T ABLE OF MOVES AND RELIZEPFS

e e ey e e T N N T S T T T S S T T NS S S SRS E SRR

To accompany Brigade Order No .77

-
S e R— T s —ma --r——ﬁu-———l-———_—‘-‘
.“-,- .—.—.———-_-—-r==— o ——— -—--—_-—.___ :_l——l — — i —
B — — ——— —

___________________ k 8.~ MG 0
o elievin Unit to be Dispoaitian.- Remar
s " Unit.-g Relieved .- B R S Y e e A N e B
before
235rd Bne. 3 CoyS. FalLo PosSts Relief not to commence
7th/Bth o 1 Coye« MALT TRENCH 7 PeMy

Bn. Higrse. Ma«llesb.8.8.

d s 2 Coys. LE BARQUE SWITCH el
v (O~ 21st Bn. 22nd Bn o < STRD e e
Bne qurE- M.-IE.G.E%.Q:‘

| 2 RT L'ABBAYE =d0-
(o= 24th Bn. DAY s % -4 gégggULIHE
1 * M.17.d« central
1 " FLERS SWITCH
Bn. qura. T D g o R e 1% (LW R, bt &

o%rd Battalion on relief from Front Line moves to SUSSEX CAMP.

— — —— — — —
e ---_il-———-___-—'—_ .—..—.—.—l-----r-'q—-—-#q-l—_'ﬂ'—l'- *
. e e M - . —— e e rm— —
. - ¥ it ® - - ji— S . S ——
_..-_—.—r-—-dn-—!-"-"——'__:-__' N — ——
= — — ——— — _-—_-—-_——-—_-—_—H—“‘—_-‘__ R p—
— —— £ — . T — ——— . i — ——
- —— — “—_ s e — — — —
e e — —— A —— -
; ' l
i .
.'-f
Y |
-". |
|
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R A APPENDIX ; m'@
o

j "'EE 2 - T I
A stn AHBTRALIA! INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER N0.78
Map Referemce - LE SARS 1/10,000 9th March, 1917.

¥ " | e o

1

p ‘Reliefs as under will take place on night 10th/11th March.

. lieve 22nd Bn. in Front Lina.
gi:?; Bn ta o by gist * " 1B BARQUE SWITCH & GIRD TRS.

= " " 24th " " RESERVE PGSITIG!
22;3 " on relief will move to BAZENTIN, site 6 Camp, S8

central.
2e No m'rmant to take place before 7 P.m.

Details of reliefs, ineluding guides, will be arranged mutually
by G.0's concerned.

i
J
|
Completion of relief to be wired to Brigade Headquarters 1nﬂa&t.’
Detaile not required in forward area will be quartered in l
PIONEER CAMP. |

Acknowledge.

ohn ‘Q.W .

th Le.TM.Bty.
th A.l.Bde.

- A.I.Bde.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG 1004504



Q% - | ' APPENDIX ., op

b e
SECRET > COPY NO.

6th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER NOg 79
S S S S S S S S S S S S S S T T T N T T e s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Ref . THILLOY Sheet 1/10,000 Ed.I 12th March, 1917.

—_—mm—— — ———,—e——

1. The 2nd Imp. Divn., attacks the LOUPART LINE and WOOD from the S.W.
whilst 2nd Aust. Divn. attacks the GREVILLERS Lines from the S. with
the 7th Brigade on the Left and the 6th Brigade on the Right at ZERO

on the
2. The 6th Brigade is allotted the following objectives.-

lst = Trench from G.35.,d.9%.2. to M.5.be2,9. cutting ineluded

2nd - Trench line from G’ISE.dlg'&lﬁl l.long road 10 Ge35.0.663.
then along Trench to G.35.d.lc4.

3rd - Trench from G.35,d.9%.7. N,W. to Road, thence through
G.55+Ce contral to the Right of the 7th Brigade at

3o The above objectives will be carried in succession by the 23rd Bn. in
3 waves, movements to be regulated by Artillery lifts in aGGordarnce

with attached schedule. The troops in the authorised organisation

will be in position in the Jumping - Off (J.0.) Trench and Picquet
Trench by 1 hour before ZERD.

4. The 22nd Bn. will at EAUCOURT L'ABBAYE furnish the garrisons of the
poste to move with the 23rd Bn. (para.7), and a carrying party of 2

Officers 60 men (5 partIes) to join the L,T.M.Battery by 4 a.m, the.
The 21st Bn. in LE BARQUE SWITCH and GIRD TRENCH will form the Brigade
Reserve.

The 24th Bn., H.Q's at LE BARQUE South Dugout, will hold the present
Outpost Line with 2 Companies, the frontage for 400 yards East of
LAYTON ALLEY will be vacated by 3 hours before ZERO except for 2
detached posts to be withdrawn on arrival of the 23rd Bn, Remaining
2 Companies will move as Support to 23rd to WARLENCOURT RD., Mel2e24y

by 4 a.m.

5 The 6th Aust. Machine Gun Company will barrage with 10 Guns the area
attacked so as to give a clear 300 yards margin in front of the
Infantry. Rate of fire 2000 rounds per gun for 1l1lst hour efter ZERO,

thereafter 1000 rounds per hour.
2 Guns on the right of J.0.Trench will sweep the parapet in G.38.d. as

ocecasion serves until required in the captured works.
4 Guns remain in Reserve at MALT RESERVE Trench.
3 parties of 4 Machine Gunners will accompany 23rd 2nd Wave to serve

any hostile guns taken.

Be The 6th L.T.i,Battery will engage as follows.= ;
1l Gun in J.0e.Trench against G.35.,0¢9.5. and 643« = and G,36+.C¢2:3,

from ZERO to plus 5, and will then remain in reserve at the
junction with LAYTON ALLEY.
2 Gune in J.0.Trench to traverse WARLENCOURT Trench from G.36.C.
2.5- to the Uopﬂﬂ in d.4.5. tilI EU EMEGH after ZEROt,
2 Gunse in LAYTON ALLEY to engage G«354d.6¢3. and d.-4-0%- from
ZERO tilT 6 minutes after ZERO when they will move to G.35.,d.
6+.3. to co-operate against any bomb counter-attacks from the
East.
Gun in reserve at MALT Trench.
Guns in Ravine, M.B.Ce, against Salient in G.38.d.
Forward Bomb Dump in LAYTON ALLEY.

00 -4

(Continued)
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b | -2~ - APPENDIX N do 27
P ‘Posts will be established as under.=- Sl NS

El - at 31561312151 - fﬂ-l}ing E, A . ’,
2 at G.Eﬁic.ﬁuﬁ- - . E. and N.
- 55

4

5 « at G.36. central - Facing N. 4 Eier
6 = at G.Eﬁ.c.angu o= » NWe in Trench with 7th M@ﬂ.m’-# 2y

‘t G'Sﬁ'dieivi - Fﬂ.eing H-E- . 'E'_;, «
at GeB5,de4e8. - " N.E. in Trench (RAT ALLEY) &

Posts 2, 4 and 6 will be Officers' Posts and will each have & Lm#
Gun end team in addition to the normal garrison of 1 N.Ce0. & 10 me¥ .
4 Sappers will Dbe attached to each post to® assist in laying and
constructing the works end will be withdrawn on completion.

Posts will be furnished by oond Bn. and will move jmmediately in

rear of 2nd Wave of 23rd Bn.

8. The oapture of the objectives will be signalled by VERY Lights as
under, being fired towards the East at 10 second intervals.=

1st Objective = 5 White Very Liﬁhta.
end - - 5 Red .
3rd " - 5 Green
special precautions to be taken to ensure that the flares and 3
grnund.ﬁheata for aeroplane communication are available and used =
when required. | __f:
The "S.0.5." Signal is only to be used by order of the Senior Officer

present to call for re-establishment of Artillery and M.G. hﬁrrafoa_ﬁ?
c -,

Visual signal communication will Dbe established by Brigade Eiﬁﬁi
Section bgiwuan J 0.Trench and the BUTTE to supplement telephoni

communication.

T
9. pumps for ammunition, bombe, tools and stores will be formed in
COUPE GUEULE and MALT TRENCH, MeBedebalo

Wounded will De evacuated through Ald Post, COUPE GUEULE, and down “}i

10. 1
POZIERES Road. & |
11. prd soners will be collected and sent to J.0.Irench, from where they
will be escorted by the 24th Bn. to Brigade Headquarters. s
. ess.- Battle order without Greatcoats; sheepskin jackets may be
- Ezr: or aarried;.watarpronf sheet and 4 sandbags to be carried. i
13. Advanced Brigﬁde'ﬂeadqpartarﬂ will be established at COUPE GUEULE ;
from |
14. ACKNOWLEDG Ee. %
"_____________________.__..______________________________T_______.__________ﬁ__ﬂ
%
Copies tO.- | qfﬁ/ 5
5. War Diary o :
; e 1"5"!1 ] - b |
i: g?.itagzt‘ ’ Bri Eﬂ-dﬂ ﬂaj or 6th Inf. Bde. AT Fe
5. 28nd *
8., 28rd " {
7, 24th " i

8, 6th MeGaCOo | |
9. 68th LeTMcBLY.

10- G‘OIUH N
11. 5th Ael Bde. 3
12. 7t A.I.Bde. |
13, Spare

14.. .

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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5k APPENDIX -

86th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER NO.80

Ref. Map THILLOY 1/10,000 13th March, 1917

W

1. The Boundary between 5th and 6th Brigades runs approximately
from the head of LAYTON TRENCH to the line of trees in H.,25,b.
central.

The frontage allotted to the Brigade extends from the BAPAUME
ROAD at H.31.d. central on the right, via Trench junctions at
HeB3leB o742+, the Trench and Road junction at H.31l.8.8.9., the
Prench and Road junction H.25.c.6e.4. thence along the sunk road
to G.EO;&-B.&.

2e The above frontage will be held by 2 Companies of 24th Battalion
as an outpost line of 4 piquets the remaining 2 Companies in
Battalion Reserve in WARLENCOURT TRENCH. Battalion HeQ's in
LE BARQUE at NeleCe2.0.

Se 5th A.I.Brigade will relieve the Advanced Posts of 21st Bn. on
night 13th/14th March. Guides for the Posts will be assembled
at Post G¢30+Ce3+5., at 8 pom. under nn.Officop,tnd will conduct
incoming troops to their positions.
21st Bn, less garrisons in Posts will withdraw to Reserve Area
with H.Q's at EAUCOURT L'ABBAYE as soon as darkness permits and
will be followed by remainder of garrisons on completion of

relief,
Posts to be taken over by 5th A.I.Brigade extend round North

and East side of GREVILLERS as far as G.30,4.8¢5.

4, 8th T.l.Battery H.Q's to LE BARQUE South.

5e 8th 11.G.Company H.Q's to LE BARQUE North.

6o Brigade Headquarters to COUPE GUEULE from 8 a.m, l4th instant.

7 e ACKNOWLEDGE.

o

Gogien 1O o= A fff:
e A - RS

. st. Divn. A ] A Major,
" i. g?iiﬂth Brigade liajor 8th Inf, Bde. AsIols
" 5, 22nd "
8. 25rd "
7., 24th "

A 8. Bth MG+COo
gl 'ﬂm L.TlHiBt'yl
10. G404C.
11. 5th A.I.Bde.
12. 7th Asl Bde.,
15, 8th A.l.Bde.
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APPENDIX ¥ : 29

o)
{QpﬁﬂET | COPY NO. = °
' 6th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER NO. 81
===============ﬂ=—_‘====“_=====":“===== ————— —t+—
Ref. Map THILLOY 1/10,000 16th March, 1917 -
1, The 23rd Bn. will attack the enemy positions from BAPAUME RD. to
RAILWAY LINE and grove of trees in H.25,b. at 3 a.m, on the 17th
inst.
2 1st Objective.~ Rallway Line from BAPAUME RD. to Embankment, He«25.,b.
DeODe
and Obiuuti?a.- AVESNES LES BAPAUME and line of trench NORTH and
e e O 8 Tfi 1 1 Eg 8. .
3 These objectives will be carried in succession, but troops will re-

form on Railway Line prior to carrying 2nd Objective, and left Coy.
will immediately establish a post at EMBANKMENT, H.25+be5eHe, and

gain touch with 5th A.I Brigade.

4, The attacking troops will consist of 3 Companies with 1 Coy. in
Support in trench He3ledo, and will Dbe organised into four ulml ng
columns, preceded by wire-cutter consisting of 1 Officer and 25 Os ‘e,
each wi 5 men in rear for "mopping up" duty. On the flanks of each
assaulting column and about 150 yds in advance will be a "fire party"
composed of 1 Lewis Gun and team of 3, 4 rifle bombers, 2 carriers

and 3 bombers, making a total of 8 parties.

Be The Jumping Off position will be Road running almost East and West
| through H.25.cc & doe Assaulting columns will be established at H«26.

0.1-1.; H-BEgdnEI‘Q‘-; H-EE.‘..O.S and H.ES-G.E.S., with fire pﬁl‘t’.”
in line on their flanks.

6o The advance Will commence at 3 a.m., exact signal for same being the
opening of our Artillery fire on the Railway Cutting in the centre
of the Brigade frontage. The fire parties will open fire on this
signal and continue to push forward to enemy wire and sweep the
parapets. The assauliing colums will advance quietly to th#-fﬁpl
and lie down while wire-cutters clear a passage, when they will

follow and carry 1lst line.

7 Patrols will be sent forward at dusk with tape and will inspect
enemy wire and lay a track towards our line from any portioms of the

wire found to be cut.

8. 0eCe, Bth MeGeCoy. Will arrange for four guns to engage tha_ﬂ?ESﬁEE
from 3 &a.mn. to 4 a.m, at rate of 1 belt per gun per 15 minutes.

9, . A standing patrol will be established in the vicinity of Gun pits, 4
H.32.8.5.,9, strength 1 officer 12 O.,R's with 2 Lewis Guns and teams |

as & right flank guard.

10. The following "Success Signals" will be used on carrying first trﬁﬁﬁhi
He2Bohe & ey HeZ264Coy oo 2 red Very Li%hta, !
1st Objective s . ¥ ” |

end 5 e . . x

Lights will be fired in an Easterly direction only and at intervals
of 10 seconds between each. | t

) o oond Bn. in LE BARQUE will be in support and ready to mﬂva.ﬁn.reaaiﬁtﬁ
| of orders.- 3

is. o%rd Bn., will establish report centres 8t He31lueb 5,95 and HeBlea 848,

| ACKNOWLEDGBE,

(signed) E. C. P. PLANT, Major,
Bde, Mir., Ath A,T. Bde,
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APPENDIX 5“3@
| m&m. 2—

) AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ADVANCE GUARD ORDER Boude
Map Ref. Sheet 57c. N.W., 1/3@,0%. | 17th March, 1917,

1.

The enemy on rttiring have occupied the line mm mm
BEHAGRIES,

2. The ﬁth AsI.Bds. will support the ADVANCE GUARD of the 2nd Au
Divi and ast as Left Flank Guard.
The th Aust. Divisional Advance Guard move forward on our ri
towards FREMICOURT and BANCOURT.

3. The Advance Guard is composed as under.-
Commander .. (3404Ces 6th A.IsBde.
1 trpop, 15th t Horse.
m “ tﬂ L- nﬁ-l
2 Bections, sm Fld. Guru Engnrs,
Bearers, m-diﬂaim th Fld. Amblee. 8
The forward dividing lines of the 2nd Aust. Divisional advanc
t - He27.contral (exclusive) to l.4.contral, 20
- Ge24ocentral - H,9,central - Bdawmtu.l < Bel4

4, The ADVANCE GUARD will capture FAVREUIL M establish a st
Advanced Post there, sending patrols to BEUGNATRE & SAPIG!

5. "B" Squadron, 15th Light Horse, will send out patrols at dawn to
recommoitre to East and mi n* BEUGNATRE and ai n ' ¥
wvillage is held by enemy. A patrol will leave at gamne m:-
gain comnection with the mmﬂnmmmm

8. 23rd Bn. will at once move to the SUNKEN RD. running through =
H.21. central from the Divisional Boundary to the SAPIGRIES ¥
!'m this position patrols will reconnoitre SAPIGNIES FAVREU

ﬁ %t.t.lim will move on FAVREUIL as soon as the situatior
'm cleared by patrols, and secure the general line H,18.¢

- He25.contral,
HeQe oOF AB?M &HARD will be at M.B.CeBel,

Issued at 10.30 p.m,
to Unite concerned (3gd) EeCePe Plant, Major, = =
by telsephone. Bde. Major, Advance m&. LR

- e o P M ——
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’,?) n, )

SECRET, Copy No.

| 2ND AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ADVANCED GUARD ORDER NO. 2.

Map Ref, Sheet 57¢ N.W., 1/20,000. 18th March 191s.

- : .'_m_-m-l ———— : . | :
In accordance with instructions the ADVANGED GUARD POSITION will be |
held and consolidated as under.-

1. Strong Posts will be established to the East, North, and ¥.W. of
BEUGNATRE by the 21st Bn, with H.Q. at BEUGNATRE. Inter-Regimental
boundary line N.W. through H.lO.b.central,

Ths 21st Bn, a8 VANGUARD BN, will alsec furnish Outposts on ths
general line of the Divisional front through H.68.¢.3.1. with
Advanced FPosts watching the VAULX-~ VRAUCOURT approachss,

2. Similar posts will be established to the East, North and N.,¥%. of
FAVREUIL by the 23rd Bn, with H.4. at H.14,a,.3,.8, Ths SUNEEN RD
in H.15.bs will be utilised for this purpose.

3. Gape between the posts will be closed with wire salvaged from ensmy
dumps, and this wire will be extended from the S5.E. post of BEUGHNATRE
towards FREMICOURT (held by 5th A, Division), and also from the
Hel8.be SUNK RD. towards SAPIGNTES (held by 2nd Division),

4. 24th Bn. from BAZENTIN will move to EAUCOURT L'ABBAYE by 2 p.m.
tomorrow. |

5. 13th Light Horse Sguadron will reconnoitre to the line ECOUST ROREUIL -
LAGNICOURT so es to regain contact with the enemy, patrols moving |
out by 4 a.,m, daily and reporting ¥y via, 3n., E.Q. at BEUGNATRE,

The Squadron will also furnish two patrols to maintain communication

with the Advanced Cuard Cavalry of the Division on each flank report-
ing to Brigade Headquarters by 9 a.nm. daily on completion of the duty.
A detail of Tour mounted orderlies will bs furrished daily with Bn, |
HeQ. 8t BEUGHATRE mounting at 5 p.m. '1'

6. 8th M,G. Coy. wWill remain in FAVREUIL less details attached to ]
Battalions. |
8th A.L.T.M. Battery will remain at AVESNES.

7. The 12th Battery will remain for the present with 4th A,F.A, Bds.,

8. 2 Sections 8th Fileld Coy., Engnrs., remaia &t TACIONY, S, of Railway
Fork in H.27.b., and wi1ll allot 8 Sappers to each of the two leading
Battalions for duty. ~

0. Bearers, sSub-divieion Sth ¥, Amblce,, remain for the present at H.31l.D.
central. |

10, Representatives from Units, except Battalions, H.G.Coy., and T.M.Bty.,
will report to ADVANCED GUARD HuoQes 81 Ho27:DeBeBs; at 8,50 p.m, dﬂ-ilrl
11, ACENOWLEDG E,
aﬂ {Qs Eﬂ:"‘ ' ki
1. Filed,
e ﬂ- W&I‘ MEI‘I-
3¢ 2nd Aust, Div.
4, 2lst Bn, 1l. 12th Bty., 4th AJF.A,
H. 228nd Bn.,. 12, mtailﬂ, 5th Fld. Amb,
% 8e 23rd Bn. 18, . éth ¥ld, Coy. Engnrs,
? 9, 84%h Bn. 14, 5th A.I.Bde.
ih 31 ath !.Gq ﬂﬂyi 15' Bth AIIleB-
ol __ﬂ. Gﬁh T.H'Htru 18, G+D.Ce
10. "B" Sqdn.,13th L.H,.
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X e APPENDIX 432
D ; COPY No.
2nd AUSTRALIAN DIVISION ADVANCE GUARD ORDER NO.3 b o2 b G

B . = e M LR L L e e e — e g e B g e e g o — W = o

Ref, Map B57¢ 1/40,000 & 57c¢c N.W. 1/20,000 19th March, 1917

L. 86th Auste. Inf. Bde. will be relived in the Advanced Guard by 7th Aust.
Inf, Bde. on 19th & 20th iarch, completion to be made by 8 a.m. o
21et inst. at which hour command of Advance Guard passes to Brig.-
General E.,A. WISDOM, D.S5.0.

2e Composition of Adv. Guard will not be otherwise affected.

Se Reliefs will be carried out as under.-
19th March .. 26th Bn. will relieve 22nd Bn. (HeQey Ho26.Ce3:.3.)
s 25th Bn. will occupy "D" position H.26.Cc3¢3.

es % 7th M.G.Coy. will relieve # 6th M.G.Coy. HeQ. at
oe FAVREUIL HelBo8e4.7

20th March .. 26th Bn. will relieve 23rd Bn. He.Qe, at HelB.8.4.7,
.o * 7th 1.G.0o. wWill relieve ‘E‘ 6th M.G.Co.
ee 7Tth LeTMBty. will relieve 8th L,T.M.Bty.
«s 26th Bn. will relieve 21st Bn. in Outpost Line,
.. Pnles in close touch with the enemy when relief will
.+ be carried out during night 20th/21st March.
es 27th Bn. will relieve 26th Bn.
.o 28th " " . 26th "

4, On relief 6th A.,l.Bde. will move into Divisional Reserve at BECOURT
Camp and ACID DROP CAMP with Bde. HeQ's at BECOURT, less 22nd Bn. to

ACID DROP CAMP.
24th Bn. now at BAZENTIN CAMP will move to BECOURT CAMP on 19th

clearing BAZENTIN by 2 p.m.

5. Unite when marching out will spend first night at BAZENTIN CAMP, Site
6 & 8, and resume march to destination next day. |
On night 20th/21st, 21st Bn. will occupy site 6 and 23rd Bn. & M.G.Co.
site 8.

Be Route for relief will be BAPAUME ~NALBERT ROAD.
Distances of 200 yds. will be maintained between Battallons and
Companies and Transport.

7 e Details of relief will be arranged between C.0's concerned.

B All instructions, information, Maps and documents likely to be of
value will be handed over to incoming Unit.

0. Rations for consumption of 8th A.I.Bde. on 21st inst. will be drawn
at BAZENTIN. Q.M.Stores and accommodation will be taken over from 7th
A.I .,Bde.

10. 6th A.,I.Bde. will move back with full Mobile Echelons of S.A.A. & Bombe

1. Units of 6th A.I.Bde. will retain Gum boots on issue to them, return-

ing same to Ordnance on relief.

L2, Units will report relief to this Office by Code.

15. ACKNOWLEDGE.
——0opies LO.- |
FIE&E

ts 10. B.Sqdn. L.H.

3, War Diary 11. 12th Bty. A.F.A. . Ma jor,
5, 2nd Aust. Diva., 12. 13th " " Brigade Major Advanced Guard.
t. 218t Bn. 1%3. Details 5th Fld. Amb.

5. EBnd " 14. " 6th " Coye

3., 23rd . 156. 5th A.,I.Bde. "

7o B4th ©° 168. wth A.I.Bde. /i

e é6th MeGeCOo 17 . 7th . .

Y, 6th Tpﬁlat?'- 18. G.0.C.
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’ SEORET COPY No, £
ond AUSTRALIAN DIVISION ADVANCED GUARD ORDER NO.4

ap Ref. Sheet 57c N.W. 1/20,000 1oth March, 1017.

1.

2e

Do

o

Be

7 e

11 parties of the ememy have been seem near BOILS de VAUX = e
mmgm COPSE, and on the ridge between MORY and NOREUIL. o
our troops are holding the hellow road in B.18.d., and alsc BEUGNY. o
The Advanced Guard will take over outpost duties from to-night on B0
the general line:- ' g RN

g?m.a. central - SUGAR FACTORY - VRAUCOURT -~ VAULX - T.4.d, Tt
central. | _

ion will take over by 5.30 p.m. the Left Sector from

31:; ?:t::;t:al to C.20.c. contral, inclusive. Reserve half u.“;
¥ . ﬂth H Q,'B in G-Eﬁibillgl . | -_?. )
géig'B:gzlmiin will Eaka the Right Sector from 1 Company 215__1: !n. 2
from C.20.c. via CRUCIFIX SPUR to I.4. central. Reserve Half ;u.. £=7 5
near sém'{ ROAD in I.l.d. H.Q's at S. entrance to VAULX in I.ﬂ-.ﬁ--iéﬁ;.

Bgm Battalion on arrival will move to BEUGNATRE in readiness to

e G‘llt Et 1113- . _ : : I
;gligﬁ;talion g:aupias He260d.2.7, in relief of 22nd Bn. &8 Reserve.

itre
" ight Horse will furnish patrols to reconno ' Bt 3
Liﬂi?gggg;GE goggUIL -~ LORGATTE at 4.45 a.m. tomorrow, 20th, and qn?Hh
faturn will bivouac at FAVREUIL - 1 N.CO0e & 4 Orderlies to be
placed at disposal of each Battalion on outpost duty.

* tral, remainder
oth Battery, A.Fei., move To C.25. cen ’ s
ffs;:.ﬁz?; :t Hel7 ette u'entra.l. 15th Battery remain at He1Babe

;;ntgr;i;teriaa in readiness to support outpost line with direct ﬂnﬂfa

. “afer
= e )

¥ .G Company places 3 Vickers Guns wit&} each Batta.%;gn and 2 guns {
w;.t.h each Battery for A.A. work. H.Q's at BEUE‘!A & L |
1 Vickers Gun will be mounted at bivouac of "B" Squadron, 3th :

geadquarters of Advanced Guard move to BEUGNATRE at 8 a.m. og 20th
instant.

ACKNOWLEDGE |

Go 193 tﬂa_ i
l. EIEGE 11. l2th BE?: A'E'A

12. 15th ° 0. |
g. ::E ﬁﬁ pivn. 13. Details Bth F.Amb,(Signed) E.C.P.FLERI, Bd‘m 1

t Bn 14. o 6th F.Coy.2nd Aust. Divn. Advanced
é' gg?:;d " 15, Bth A.I .Bde.
ﬁ' e3rd " 18. 7th A.I.Bde.
'?. o4th " 17. 15th A.I.Bde.
8. 6th MeGosCOY e 18. 5th British Inf, Bde.

9. 6th LoT JieBTY o 19. GeDeCo o

A
10- 'B. Sq{iﬂ- LQH. - | B3y

n : ﬁ‘!;l'

2 |I- ik
e TR
—— = i &
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‘% . APPENDIX | 34

P | v wa .7
SECRET | | PY No.
‘ 2nd AUSTRALIAN DIVISION ADVANCED BRIGADE ORDER m,.aL—

Ref. Map 1/20,000 §7c N.W. 20th March, 1915.
. | &3y '- | :
1. . he Advanced Guard will move forward to-day towards the line rumning

W.W. & 'S.E. through WOREUIL in co-operation with the troops mm
flanks and in support to patrels of 13th L.t@.t Horee Regiment.

20 mﬁ left columm (21st Bn, and 3 guns 6th MeGo.Coy.) will move via
square 13.Ce & Ao t0 7eAeBeBe thence along S. ' of SQ;B-W .
positions commending NOREUIL on the N.W. end Ne linking up with Eﬁrﬁ

Battalion.

« Right Column (Bﬁrd Bn, and 3 guns gth Hqé_n%?-) ﬂll m.ﬂ;o 80 ag.
: ‘ﬁealof: BOIS de VAULX with 2 Companies before advancing on a front
of 2 Companies along the SPUR running through C.2.1. central. The
high ground in C.17.c. will be occupied so as to hold HOREUIL againsi

the lH.E. and E. linking up with 21st Battalion.
Dataﬁ&wd posts will hold the C.28.8. and Ce.28.Ce a8 Well aAS Il.%4eCo

central.

4 Sguadron 13th Light Horse Regiment will carry out the patrol dutiss
allotted by order Io.4.

Se 12th Battery will come into action at C.25. central to prevent enemy

ement East of the line C.8. central to C.3. central.
};;Ih Battery will cover the front North of a line through C.%.a.

central to C.l1l.a. central.

ttelion will move at 4 a.m. to picquet the general Im _
gﬂﬁn BelBeCeoe - C.20. central-SUNK ROAD Cel7 680 & LeSabe central |
with 2 Companies. Remaining 2 Companies will rendezvous by 5 Seille

at tive BEUGNA'RE #€ Brigade Reserve.

ort centres VRAUCOURT L.94Ce842. |
" gﬁg&dﬂ Haaﬂq;mrtera on road at B.50.C.6.1. from 5§ a.n, onwards.

Be

Issued by Telephone

L34 Me.jor,
to Units. Brigeade

lajor Advance Guard
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SLATH AUGTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

- Brigade Headquarters,
25nd darch 1917.

ters,
Australian Division,

S, Ty

The following report on the operations @
the Advanced Guard on 20th March, 1917, near NOREUIL, is
submitted: -

1. In agoordance with general instructions from Divisional
Headquarters Advanced Guard Order No. 4 was issued at 9,20 p.m.
on 19th March, the details being dealt with verbally with

0.Csp, Light Horse, and Battalions,

e Telophonic instructions reached me shortly after 1l p.m.
) 19th from General Staff of Division that the Corps Commander
desired the line LONGATTE - NOREUIL - LAGNICOURT to be /
occupieds and that the general instructions from Divieionel
/ Headquarters would be modified in accordance with a memo. to

-
lﬁg%‘ be received by me during the night of the 19/20th.

-Ilﬂmhr'!" b

. Ayl B¢ I 1ssued Advanced Guard Order ¥o. B. between 12,50 a.m,
t e and 1.20 a.m, in order to give effect to the change of views
"ok ‘,ﬁ" by occupying the village of NOREUIL if only emall numbers
“ A were encountered, or to force the esnemym to discleose his

intention was to etart the Infantry off ahead of the mounted
patrols at 3 a.m., on 20th so as to bring them into action in
support of the Light Horee as near as possible to the
4 _ villages. Time however did nct permit of the necessary
concentration being made before 4 a.m.

ihe general situation and the method of carrying out the
reconnalesance in force and occupation were fully discussed
with Jattalion and Squadron Commanders on the lines laid down
by 3.1/880. Definite instructions were giver by me to both
Battalion Uormanders as to the method of breaking off any
;e:.tm and of ensuring the cooperation of the two wings in so

OinNnMKe.

4. Movements on the 20th were delaysd by heavy rain and

snow, and the troops were not clear of the original Outrost line
i till approximately 4.30 a.m, +
i A more serious delay took place in the movement of the
Light Horse patrols. On my way forward to VAULX at 5.25 a.n.
1 met a party of the 15th Light Horse thiem side of BRUGNATRE,
:ndtm to order the Officer in commend to move forward at &

rot.

: As already reported to Div. H.Q. no reporte were
received and the Squadron took mo part in the recormaissance,

5. Ths method of advance on our rigit was affected by the
necessity of clearing the BOIS DE VAULX, where conaiderable
ensmy activity had been noticed during the 19th. This woed
wae cleared by 2 Companies of the 23rd En. who completed
their task by about 3.45 a.m,
ihe leading Company of the 28%rd advanced at this time in
line of platoons in f'ile, protected by patrols, and moved .
direct on the NOREUIL, the far side of which was reached about !
4.45 a.,m,, No opposition was encountered, f
The second Company of the 23rd lost it 2 way and did not
arrive in support to the leading Company, which in the meantime
had fallen back being unseppported, till towards & a.m., when 71
the Tirst of the Companies from ths BOIS DE VAULX alee /
reinforced the front line. The second of the BOIS companies
after furniahine

f}/i dispositions if his line was held in strength. ly first

E et 1

T .
-

— — g
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af'ter furnishing two poste to the N, and E, of the BOIS de VAULX
camé up about the same time and formed a right flank guard against
the village of LAGNICQOURT,

The action of the leading company had followed the instructions
given and a position had been taken up guarding- the approaches fron
the Ne.E. and E. irn readiness to join up with the 21st Bn. on the left
and the supporting compeny's of ths 38%rd on the right.

As there were no sipgns of either flank being reinforced the lead-
ing Company was withdrawn about 5,15 a.m. to South of Village and
formed up in & fire position about 400 yards from the edpge of the
village. On being reinforced towards ¢ a.m. an advance was made to
occupy FOREUILL but the enemy now broukht heavy lMachine Gun fire to
bear from LONGATTE and NOREULL, as well as a warm fire by 77's and
4.,28" Howitzers and the advance was cancelled,

The 283rd Battalion maintained their fire position until erdered
by me to withdraw to the newly selsescted outposth position at 2.350 a.m.

8« The advance of the 21st Battalion on our left was made in column
of route covered by patrols until point C.l13.c.lsl. was reached. From
this point 1 Company moved against LONGATTE whilst the remainder of
the Battalion denloyed against NOREUILs 2 Companies moved via. the
cross roads at C.l3.D.7.2. whilst the 4th Conpany moved in preserve

~ via 14 central and 15 central. This advanoce, however, was carried
- out with the left too far from the North, and losses were incurred

“ fron ¥Machine Gun fire Irom LONGATTE as well as from Machine Gun posted
‘between that village and NOREUIL (fhe contours on the 5%¢ Map are
"preported to be incorrect).
The lert Company established itself in a line through 8 central
“and maintained a severe esnlping fight with the gearrison and H,G, of
LONGATTE., One party rushed an advanced hoastile ,4,, bombed the dug-

© out in SUNKE ROAD (CeBene340.) whilst the Lewis Guns succeesded in
- #llencing an enemy M.G. in the village,

| A

The Company on the left practically formed s left flank against
LONGATTE for the 2 companies moving to co-operate with the 23rd against
NOREUIL. 7Thie Company as well as the one next on the right suffered
considerably from the shelling which came from both flanks.

By 7 aesm. the 3rd establicshed itaelf about 700 yds from
the HOREUIL Rced with 1its right about 15 central the 4th Company being
in support in echelon to the right rear with orders to link up with
the 23rd., The forward nmovemont of these 2 companies was stopped by
heavy !,3. fire from a trench in front of the L.E. face of NOREUIL.

7. The strength disviayed by the eneny, whom I sstimate at
1 Battalion 4 ‘leG. in LAGNICOURT

1 m 4 * in ROREUIL '

| 2 O es 4 " in LONGAITE no less than the Artillery
brought Intc action i.e, '
¢ 00 B8 ¢ 77 gFuns )
<4 se 4.8 HMH-)
_ -+ os 5.9 * On VAULX and VRAUCOURYT
- provaed in my opinion that the occoupation of any position on the line

| was not desirable until effective co-operation

both flanke I therefore ordered the £ Battalions
to | «30 a.me and hold an advanced outpost line about
1000 yds. South of the enemy line.
- Thie was carried out in good order by l.15 p.m, the only attempt
at intorference being an advance of about 50 men with 11,6, from
< COURT to C.17 central which was severely punished by our Artillery
~ Ihe advanced outpost poaitions were dug in during the aftermoon
intermittent shell fire,

On our front line

i

=

S -
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8., The work of the 3 Vickers ¥,i. attached to each of the
Battalions was hampered by the absence of cover for their advance
as well as by the paucity of targets. Good work was however done
in smotherings the hostile Y.G,

9. My orders for the artillery placed the 12th Battery to fire
on the 8, & S.,FE, exits from LONGATIE whilst the 135th Battery was
allotted the village of NOREUIL and the approaches from LAGNICOURT.
Observation was favourable and a number of objectives were
engaged by our guns without direct orders from me. The initiative
displayed by both batteries was admirable and their fire was
extremoly useful especially during the retirement of the 23rd Bn,

10. Both Lattalions ran telephone lines forward to report centres
from which communication with Companies was effected by means of
visual and runners,

The line from the 28rd was cut early by shell fire and was
not repaired until shortly before the withdrawal.

11, S0 far as the results of the recomnalssance are concernsd I
have no doubt that he was forced to disclose a considerably greater
atrength than the Intelligence summariesinfer - further that he
was prepared to evacuate the villages of NOREUIL and part of
LIGRACOURY which were set on fire shortly after the action com-
menced - and lastly that his casuslties in dead were conasiderably
greater than ours (probably not less than 50).

Qur casualty list augmented by the retallation by 5.9"™ which
continued throughout the afterncon as well as by the opportunity
given to the hostile M.G. and Artillery of enfilading 'portions of
our line,

Considering that the greater part of the action was f t at
close range and that our troops broke off the action on receipt of
orders the total casualties, though I deplors the number, is not
80 high as I expected. A number of cases are slight arm and leg

wounda.,
218t Hattalion Killed Wounded Hissing Total
cers I B - a
Other Ranks 20 118 17 155
2;% thgm
1| cers 2 2 - 4
Other Ranks 74 38 115
i 157 B0 580

| 12 I attach copies of orders lssued and reports received as well
as sketch showing the important movements of the troops.

- Brig.-General,
Cormmanding #th Aust, Infantry bSrigade

). s
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. RESUME OF TELEPHONIO REPORTS e

4.50 a.m. 23rd Report BOIS de VAULX clear

' : 8,28 aoms  * " NOREUIL is reached |

PP 5-‘9 a.Mo 218t " Not r.t in toueh ﬁth o3rd I
5.57 a.m. 23rd " 2 small parties of Nehing AR

| L | Mtnl;w ies of enemy mm b

6.00 a.m. 23rd " Leading Company has withdrawn
| Village no signs of support an
. rlmk or from rear, |

8:30 a.,m, 23rd" o H.Q's at m&m COPSE. ﬂ
5 about to reinforce S. off NOF

8.40 a.m. 23rd " That opposition has been mem
| touch gained with 21st.

7.80 a.m., 23rd . l’d.m established S. aft:;ll - good
re pos = @8tima RERE
2 MeG'® ;J” 2 Companies. Enemy ;-;

tfi’tati‘rh =5 A%
- 8.00 a.m. 23rd " Propose to push forward into NOREUIL.
' 8.30 a.m. 218t " Shelling heavier on both sectors.

9.20 a.n. 23rd "  Advance likely to prove costly. _L

" 9.30 a.m. orders to both Battalions to fall i3
i to new puitim and report Ma
! NOTE.- During part of this period the line to the 23rd wa
' - S -

s M bl ]
.....

=
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6th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY

r — o
i v e e il s o b e s et B AT —w — —ap s ] e R - -

Map Ref. Sheet 57¢ 1/20,000 24th March, 1917

!
sth Aust. Inf. Bde. will relieve 6th Aust. Inf. Bde. in the
- Hﬁ:.g'm%nm - LE SARS area on March 25th. On being relieved units
will march te MAMETZ CAMP.

Se 86th Aust. U.G. Company, less four guns with persommel on A.A. duty,
8th L.T.l.Battery, and Advance parties frem all cempanies will reach
MAMETZ CAMP by 10.30 a.ne. Representatives from units will report
to Staff Captain at Town lMajor's effice at this heur.

Se Battalions, and gums on A.A. duty will net move until relieved by
", inceming units of 13th Brigade.

4. Infantry will use all suitable duckbeard tracks, transpert enly

using the BAPAUME -~ ALBERT RD. Seuth of LE SARS. k
6th Aust. Inf. Bde. tramspert will meve via LE SARS -~ La BOISELLE =

CONTALMAISON. *
Se Folleowing distances will be maintained on reads.-
Between Battalions 200 yds.
" Trenspert & Troops 200 yds.
o Companies 100 yds.
All troops marching on reads E. of FRICOURT will march in Tfile.
Be B o waggons will repert to units at 9 a.m, on 25th. 1lst Line
T;ﬁ:gort i}‘ipth full echelon of Bombs and S.A.A. will move to CHAPES
SPUR. | | .
|
7 e Suiﬁlias.- Railhead until 25th inst. will be BAZENTIN; from Bﬁthf :

On 24t£ inst. Train Supply Waggens will draw frem Railhead and |

deliver te Units at La BOISELLE.
on the 25th Train Supply Waggons will draw from Railhead in the

morning and aftermoon and each aftermoon frem the 27th. |

Be Unite will repert arrival at MAMETZ CAMP te Brigade Headquarters.
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