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3 SIXTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

Brigadahﬁeadquartars,
. 30t Aug. 1 o
Lts Col. BsO.C. DUGGAN, 21st Bn. o
' Lte Col. AcReL. WILTSHIRE, M:.C., 22nd Bn.

Lte Col. W BRAZENOR, 23rd Bn.
Lte Col. Wo.E. JAMES, 24th Bn.
Brigade Musketry Officer.

--- RAPID AIMED FIRE, =--

The memorands recently circulated regarding
the present method of holding the line by the enemy seem 1o
indicate that our normal system of attack.may require some
revision or modification to suit the altered conditions.

At present there is little difficulty in
of fecting & lodgment in the enemy's first and second line
systems, but the positions thus captured are usually
subjected to an immedlate counter-attack by well-placed
troops, and it is therefore essential that our troops
should be able to quickly develop rapid and sustained aimed
rifle fire, and mke the best use of the Lewis Guns,

Artillery and Machine Gun fire oan only be
£ relied on for assistance up to a certain point, and occasions
must and do arise when victorious troops will have only
their owm fire to depend on for the repulse of counter-
attacks. Tt is, thersfore, of paramount importance that
rapid aimed fire should be constantly practised and every
endeavour made to improve the present standard.

T hold the view that in an offensive none

but the most highly trained troops should be used, and no
ssetion of their training is more important than Musketiry.
When the moment comes to repel a counter-attack, or pursue
with fire a beaten foe we should be 80O trained as to make
the greatest use of our rifles. Much better to have at a
eritical point 100 men who oan fire 15 rounds a minute than
500 who can only fire 7 rounds = they only offer half the

f arfaco £aes to the enemy's fire, eat half the rations and

require half the cover.

our methods of attack may vary from time to
time as cir cumstances warrant; but the necgesity always
remains for developing to the fullest capacitly rapi? aimed
fire in troops who are deputed to capture the enemy s

defensive positions.

Not the least of the advantages of the tests,
which it is desired shall be carried out forthwith, is the
confidence which will accrue to all ranks by the knowledge
of their improved capabilities in this branch of theilr
training. Battalion, Company, Platoon and Sectlon 4
competitions might be held after reassonable notice and time

given to practice.

e

Brigadiaf-&eneral,
commending 6th Aust. Infantry Brigade.
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