AWM4

Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,
1914-18 War

Infantry

Item number: 23/58/10

Title: 41st Infantry Battalion

August 1917

CRERARTAN
I

(Ll
|

AWM4-23/58/10

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT00453 1



Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
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and the Staff Manual respectively. Title Pages
will be prepared in manuscript.
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NG L R 41st Battalion.A,I.F.| (3) StP 1917

references to

HESSI&EB AuLuut 1st,
August 2nd.

Post at U.5.0.85,10 (VII) re=-o
Consolidating Posts, 2 Platoon
attacked ¥AL was beaten off by
Work of consolidation nindered

Counter-attacks at 10,33pm and
Stretcner Bearers in NO MANS
7 Killed 18 wounded., Strengtn-

Auguut 3rd.

|
Au%uat 4tn,
4/5tn August.

Wignt
Mecnanical Transports. Casualt
General- Weavy rain, condition
44tn,Battn,A.I.P. on our left,
Battalion re-organizing, Stren
Strengtn-0ffs.41 0.R.863 (1 Of
accordance witn Syllabus laid
August 8tn, Strengtn- 41 0ffs, 836 0.R.)
August Jtn, Strengin- 410ffs, 838 0.R.) 2
August 10tn,Strengtn- 310ffs. 803 0.R. E
August 1ltn,Strengtn- 31 0ffs,840 O.R.
AEEuat 12tn,Strengtn- 30 0ffs,856 0.R. i 1
A

DE SBULE August 4tn,
AuFuat 7tn,

ust 13tn.Strengtn- 31 0ffs. 867 O.R. ( 1
August 14tn,.Strengtn-

2
Auﬁuut 15tn,Strengtn-
| ST. MARIE

34 0ffs,868 0.R.

33 0ffs.865 O0.R. (1

CAPPELL

August 16tn,Strengtn-
August 17tn,Strengtn-
.\ August 18tn.,Strengtn-
TR August 19tn,Strengtn-
TN August 20tn.Strengtn-

August 21st.Strengtn-
5 | 1875

l
ST MARIE ,
33 O0ffs, o
33 0ffs, { 2
33 0ffs, 870 O.R.{ 2
33 0ffs, 906 0.R.(3
33 offs. 914 O.R.( 8
41 offs. 915 O.R.( 8
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many places,Strengtn- 0ffs,42 0.R.934 (13 s.0.8)
T, AND wno worked all morning collecting dead,.Casualties, O.R.

rasuzlties O.R.11 wounded, Strengtn-0ffs.42 0.R.951 (9 8.n.8. 29 ?.0,8.)
Relieved by New Zealand Brigade,

dﬂ'wn by G!O.
2? 0-31-8-015)

10fo. 35401373-015)
37 0.R.= T.0.8)

3 0ff=s.1 O.R.
CAPPELL into Billets,

! | General- Battalion Training ca rried out in
L | leaving tne line ezmept for lig nt snowers,

Wt Wso03/826 1,000,000 4/15 J.B.C. & A. A.D.S.5 /Forms/C. 2118.

. By L
Summary of Events and Information VOLUM J:i ;}O

Appendices

ccupied. Casualties 0.R.5 Killed 18 wounded.Strengtn O0ff .42 0,R, 947
nc" Company digging C,T, Post VIII. At 1l0vm enemy counter
M.G's and Artillery Barrage (68 M. G's covering Sector)
by weatner, Trencnes in state of collapse and waiste deep in

Casualties- Offs.1 wounded O.R.3 kid,bwnde

driven off by M.G's and Artillery barrage, 7am enemy

1.
2,30am

offs.42 0.R.931 (3 8.0.8)

Relief completed by 3am, Men conveyed to DE SBULE Camp by
jes 0.R.Nil. Strengtn-0ffs.39 0.R.947. (3 0ffs.4 0.R.-5.0.8)
s bad., New Zealamd Division neld line on our rignt,and

atn Offs.40 0.R.935. (1 0ff.T.0.8. 12 0.R.8.0.8) |
£.7.0.8. 73 0,R.9S.0.8) Battalion comenced training in

0.R.-T.0.S) Battalion placed in Reserve,vide Appendix 1,

off.5.0.8 16 0.R,- T.0S.)

off.11 0.R. - 7.0.8)

- 1.0.8

0ff. 3 0.R. - 5.0.5) Battalion moved from DE SEULE Camp to
Billets good and clean.

accordance witn Syllabus, Weatner fine since

V.R 7,0.8 |
o.R. 9.0.8}) |
0.R. T.0.8) |
0.R. T.0.8) Six Military Medals awarded, to Battalion Append 32 C,zﬂ
O.R., T.0.8) L =~ A "
offs. 1 0.R. T.0.S) TN K \f‘:‘l”‘.?“"
C}EH~J? Lt r J
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WAR DIARY Army Form (. 21;;,3“-._,1'_

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence | 'y i o uN TN =
Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs., Part I1I. i':;'.’ :‘*i: -'1.1.‘-#:;!:2‘15':;: S BT NENA SY 41st,.Battalion.s.I.¥. (2}
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title Pages = i -
will be prepared in manuseript. (Evase heading not vequived.)
| | ! Remarks and
Place ' Date  Hour Summary of Events and Information references to

AEPendices_.

= = iy = == am —— L = ==

MARTE CAPPELL
i Augua% 22nd, Strengtn- 42 0ffs, 944 0,R, ( 10ff 39 0.R. - T.0.8) Battalion marcned to WAZEBROUCK and entraipned
Detrained at WIZERNES, and mar cned to billets in CAMPAGNETTE and FOURTDERBRECQUE. Stragglers NIL,
' Billets poor and dirty. Weatne r fine, :

Augusft 23rd., Strengtn- 42 0ffs, 944 0.R, Battalion training resumed. Weadquarters at CAMPAGNETTE.
CANPAGIETTE
Auvgust 24tn. Strengtn- 42 0ffs. 939 O0.R. (5 0.R. = S.0.8)

Augus[ 25tn, Strengtn- 41 Offs. 937 0.R. (1 Off. 2 O.R.,- 5.0.8) Battalion marcned to billets in ASSINGKEM,

Billets clean and compackx®® Weatner snowry,

1 0.R.- T.0.8) 2/1ieut.W. M. McLEAN awarded tne MIT,TTARY CROSS.
2 0ffs, 26 0.R.- T.0.8)

s O.Rﬁ" StO-S) |

Augusit 26tn. Strengtn- 41 0ffs, 938 0.R.
August 27tn. Strengtn- 43 0ffs, 964 O.R.
Augusit 28tn, Strengtn- 43 0ffs. 959 0.R
August 29tn, 3trengtn- No cnange.
August 30tn, Strengtin- Wo cnange, Major A.R .NERON DSO promoted Temp,Lieut Colonel wnike Administering Commard
August 31st. Strengtn- 42 Offs. 956 O.R., ( 1 0Off. 3 O.R.- 5.0.8)

General- Battalion carried out training including Route Marcn 16 miles in wnicn tnere were no
Stragglers, Weatner snowery,

| | " | Cots
| ; - i
! : | _%lﬁkﬁhfg‘f ~ F;LFZ
| ~— o fo,

! Cowtq

1573 Wt Wsa3/826 1,000,000 4/15 J.B.C. & A. A.D.S5.5./Forms/C. 2118.

b
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' SECRET

Appendix N
BATTALION SPECIAL QRDER 2& naix . / 2

| : E & .

HEADOUARTERS
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ATIATIE™ 117¥, 1917,

Ref.Map., 36.N.W. 1/20,000.

Tne llitn,Australian In fantry Brigade nas received orders to nold
fixmzex itself in read iness to move dah four nours notice to reinforce
tne 57tn, Division wnicn nolds tne following areas:=- FLEUR BAIX -
BOIS GRENIER - ARLMENTI ERES.

In case of a call tne 4l1lst,Battalion may be used to -

(a) Occupy tne ARMENTT ERES defences taking tne nortnern group i&n wnicn
case: = .

"A" Coy will become "P" Coy, and will occupy strong point at C.20.b.7.5
"c" Coy M " ng W » " " " Trencnes in C.21.9.8.2. and
c.22,¢,1,8, nolding 2 paltoons as local reserve for localities 3,4,&,5.
"D" Coy will become "0O " Coy and will nave: =

2 Platoons at ¢.19.4.3.7.

1 " " C-ZO-CiOtQ-

1 " " 0.22.9.3.3,

"B" Coy will become "R " Coy and will be in tne ABATTIOR at C.26.¢.,27.92
44tn,Battalion will be on tneir rignt. |

(b) Support tne 43rd, or 42nd, Battalions 6n eitner tne FLEUR BAIXor
BOIS GRENIER gSectors,

WHeadquarters of Brigad € are as follows:=

FEEUR BAIX. .o cissvmeesonlidb.lnf:Me, ... .M. 20.4.6.6,
BOIB GRENIER. ccavesees +s.1i72nd, ¥ s seseMedtl Bk . %,
ARMENTIERES, c vs s cvvees «od70tn, " B iviaesB:302.30.05.,

In case of occupation of ARMENTIERES defences guidés will meét parties
at Railway Crossing at ¥.6.a.0.9.

0.C. Parties will carry witn tnem a guide card, stating name of Unit
and distinguisning No, of guide as per Appendix issued nerewitn.

On receipt of warning, "stand by for 57tn.Division™ all Coys will turn
out at once,plus 1st,L ine Transport,and Major SHERIDAN will immediately
report to Brigade Weadqguarters for orders,

/
Rations, ammunition etc will be carried as per §.8.135 but no bombs or
Rifle Grenades will be carried, Tnese will be drawn from tne following
places: -
JABUR BAIZX..vosesvvnie o eBed3eD2. 8, o ivise00 Hue Do Lys,
BOIS GRENIER. :csecveceseeNeDeCo7¢0 seeseesa™ ® ®n nmgmgll bridge.
ARMIJTIERES.. # & # % & & & & @ @ lniHlsii!Dlg ® ® @ ® @ F W -Rﬂilway crﬂﬂﬂiﬂg.

Usual personnel will b e left benind as per S$.S.135 and will report to
42nd.Battalion Camp wi tnin 24 nours,

Inorder to get recfon naissag@e of tnese areas tne following arrangements
nave been made to enable tnis to be done.

Parties as below will report to Brigade Neadguarters of area tney are
going to by lOam, Every assistance will be rendered by Staff of 170tn.,
171st_, and 172nd,, Br igades, :

Major SWERIDAN
Captain MORIARTY
Captain REDVOMD )
Captain T¥OMAS

12/8/1917 FLEUR BAIX SECTORA

¢.0. )

Lieutenant MURDOCN )FLEUR BAIXSECTOR.
Captain SWANSON

Captain FRENCH

13/8/1917

Major SNERIDAN I > K f
Captain MORIARTY |ROTS GRENIER SECTOR. - ;

14/8/1917
Captain REDNMOND - &;;
Captai n TEOMAS ) —
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Remarks or References

i to Appendices, &c.,
- Date. Place and Time. Dot
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= IET; Place and Time. ‘ Lo ﬁg};ah::ﬁz?, &ke.,
!
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(2)

(54 Appendix N° v 1

Contd. 00,

15/8/1917 Lieute nant MURDOCE i RNTS GRENIER SECTOR.
Captai n SWANSON
Captain FRENCH

16/8/1917 All Co y. Commanders and Hajor SWERIDAN-ARMENTIERES.

Reconn aissance will be for purpose of ascertaining
positions and conditions of all approacned from present position to tne
subsidiary line in tne two sectors, special attention being paid to tne

bridges over River LYS.
It is recommended tnat eacn party take at least two mam

AZXEX Runners on bicycles,

A, | Macs & re to be at once studied and assistance in
locating places may be obta ined from up-to-date Map in Battalion Neadquarte

9. ACKNOWLEDGE.

(8gd )G, T.TNOMAS,Captain,
A/Adjutant "AERIAL®

Distributed as follows:=-
UGP}" Huiltillitll ClOi

D i iiensel2nd, in Command,
Y Jeeescssse0.C. "A" Company,

Bisos viovelele 2B" "

g.........o.c. "c: :

s 0. M |

7. Ble, ¥.Qrs. L Gt

8.0nva ¢ v s 0T DiaTY, > jékﬁ*” * y
N L : L.
QU‘-* :r\“ 0y o Fh

W
(o
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153 | APBENDTX_ 11.

!; I.Tne40nrps cammanﬁﬂr na s awarded tne MTLITARY MEDAL to tne following:-

N¥L§EBZ sergeant Norman AXfr ed NEILSON.
o on tnelnignt 31st.July/lst.August 1917 east of MESSINES,
tnis W.C.0. snowed great courage and devotion to duty during tne assault.
Upon nis Platoon Comander (L jeut. JACKSONW) becoming & casualty, ne took cnarge
and guided tne men out of snelled areas, notwitnstanding tne fact tnat ne was
twice blown over by snell fire, ¥We was eventually evacuated 24 nours later
suffering fron snell snock a nd emosure, but nad refused to leave tne line
until ne na@ to be actually carried out. :

¥is determin ation and devotion to duty nad an emellent

effect upon nis men,

- ---_----’-ﬂ_------_----ﬂ---'—---

Y0.1869 Sergeant Jonn Josepn MORTARTY,

On tne morni ng of August 3rd. east of MESSINES ,*nis N.C.O,
snowed great bravery and devotlon to duty. Inmm tne frony line nis platoon
Commander (Lieut.ROGERS) and Corporal MOTT, were completely burried by a
snell during a neavy bombard ment, ¥e at once set to work and dug tnem botn
out, altnougn tne place was being neavily snelled at tne time, 3y nis
prompf action ne probably sa ved tne limes of botn tne aforementioned wno
were evacuated suffering from snell snock,

- o T el R e W O S e G G T e e e e

Yo,273 Private Norman RENTIE,(Runner)

From tne 31 st,July to 5tn,August 1917, in tne IMESSINES
@ector acted as Battalion Ru nner between forward posts and nis Company,
On repeated occasions succes sfully carrying messages tmrougn eénemy barrages
and under tne worst possible weatner conditions necessating nis travelling
most of tne way overland owing to tne impassable nature of tne irencnes, |
Wnen observed tnat ne was be coming exnausted ne was advised to take a rest,
tnis ne stoutly refused, con tinuing nis duties until ne completely collapsed
and nad to be taken away, Nis tenacity and devotion to duty was responsible
for successfully keeping tou cn between posts and nis Company, and set a
splendid eammple to tnose wni tn wnom ne was associated,

No.230 Private Jonn lMcCULLUCH,

From 31st, July to 5tn.August 1917, in MESSINES Sector
Private MeCULLOCH was Battalion operator during tne abovementioned period,
operating on an 0.L,Lamp, under most arduous and trying conditions., Tnis man
was in cnarge of tne lamp at a forward post, and almost continuously for
60 nours remained in a very eposed condition under very neavy enemy lMacnine
Gun and Artillery fire, Keeping nis lamp correctly adjusted tnereby
successfully maintaining com munication tnrougn tnat period witn nis
Battalion Weadguarters,

- . e W N e e e e el e el .o .

No,276 Private Tnomas SHEA,

From 31st, July to 5tn,August 1917, in MESSINES Sedor
Private SWEA was engaged on ration carrying between nis Coy and forward
Posts, Tnder abnormally adverse weatner conditikns being compelled to
travel overland owing to -tne impassable nature of tne trencnes, and tnrougn
neavy enemy snell fire, ne k ept up an adeguate supply of rations to nis
comrades, earning tne nignes t appreciation from all tne Post Commanders
for nis bravery and nis unsw erving devotion to duty.

==t £ * =B & T ® ¥ F F N ¥ N N B _F N B B _E_ R _N_N_N_ N N _B_§B_ N N _§_J

No.2678 Private Jonn RUSSELL .

From tne 3 1lst,July to 5tn, August 1917, in tne NMESSINES
Sector, Private RUSSELL was engaged on ration carrying bewtween nis Coy
and forward Posts, Under abn ormaly adverse weatner conditions being ¥
compelled to travel overland owing to tne impassable .nature of tne trencnes

and tnrougn neavy enemy snell fire ne kept up an adeguate supply of rations
to nis comrades

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG100453 1



Abpendix N°o >
RNonors and A wards continued,

earning tne nignest a ppreciation from all tne Post %
for nis bravery and unswe rving devotion to duty, i Cnmmgndarg

----‘-—-----_--—_----ﬂ---_--ﬂ--

Tne following Officer was awarded tne MILITARY CROSS.,

2/Liaut=nant W.M}MEEEAH;
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