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Brigeds Headqguarters,
l4th, September,1918, 0

HARRATIVE OF OPEE&EIQHSL

e e o

4th, September =~ 9th. September, 1918,

a1 e ———_—e

Roforonce Mep:i=670,1/40,00¢ .

1: Dl ‘.t.L"-. J.L.LJ ..I'I' r::‘i

vy s

Oon the 4th. Septomber Battallons were concentrated to rost
i the area about CUREU,
= e Brigades had been wikhdrawn from tho line on the nicht
of the B3rdx: after operations which commencged with the attacgk on
tivo 18t, September,
The Brigade was distributed as under i-

Brigede Headquarters., oo © e Helwa,1.0.
41:‘313 Hﬂttaliﬂﬂ; " e Hnqup H; Q-#H.B,b.ﬁﬁ .95—":
4EIA1¢ Hﬁ'tt&liﬂn. " v H'-lnﬂ! and d. H!QI"HIIIB!ﬁ!E'I‘
4&3rd » bﬂtt&liﬂn.. . o0 B.ES,b,&. Hgl!?p H Qn"‘Hnl-b 4.5,
dathe Bﬂttdliﬁn_ sss HoeBab, He Qo =H.2:.De2.4,

1lthuT-ff"-’.Bﬁ.ttEPj}',-.- Hl_glb!

IT. GaNokAlL, SITUATLION,

After the operations on the 3rd, September, enemy resisti~
ance on the front of the Australian and III Corps had shown a
marked decrease and it was thopght he was likely to withdraw at
ary tims to the HINDENBURG Line, ;

- 1ITLPREEPARATION BOR ACTION, %

1) At aboul 1l.p.m. a verbal imstruction was recelved from
Divigion to the effect that in the event of the Division being
required to go into action the 1ith, A,I, Brigads,who were
noearest the front line, would act as Advallige Guard and that
they must therefore be prepared to move gt about three hours'
notice. The Pioneer Battalion (lees 1 Goy.) was made aveil-
able to the Brigade, One Machine Gun COy,, Artillery and a
Sguadron of Light Horse were being arranged for and would be
allotted to the Brigade,
2} Instructions as follows were at once 1issued to Battalions!:
The 48nd, Bé&ttalion and Pionoer Battalion {(less 1 Coy.)
would form Van Guard under Lisut.~Colomel A.,R. WOOLCOCK, D.3.0.
The Maln Guard would move - 44th, Battalion on RIGHT, 43r2.
Battalion on LEPT and 41lst. Battalion CENTRE.,
The Van Guard was to be prepared to move at half an
hour's notice and the remainder at an hour's notice,
(3) At 12,15.a.m.,5th, Septomber, the following WARNING ORDER
Was Ieuaived from Divisionie
" In the event of enemy withdrawal the fnllnwing action will
"he tmken, 11lth, A.I,Brigade and 3rd. Pilonsar Battalion(loss
"sne Coy.), One Brigade: of Field Artillery, one Machine Gun COy.,
"will be ready to move as Advanced Guard under Brigadier-
"General CANNAN at short notice, When ordered, this Advancsd
"Guard will take over the area between grid lines 0.%.Cent,,
"P,%3:Cent.,T.18.0ont., Js18,.Cent., relieving portion of the
“5th. Australian Division in that areoa®. «
(4) Further instructions were at once isswd to Battalions
piving the boundaries of the attack and advising Battalions
that they must be ready to move to the viecinity of MT,ST.QUEN-
TIN to take over from the 8th., A.1.Brigade who were hqolding
the line in that vieinity.
{5) Dupring the morning of the 5th, September information was
received that the 16th, Brigade,R.H.A.,"A" Sgquadron 13th. Aus-

# tralian Yight Horse ani the ch..uﬂuhinﬂ Gant Joy. were allotted
> tc the BYigade.
b The ragpective 0s,.C, reported early to Brigade,

Ih roubthern beundary was later altered to run P,3.4. Gont, .=
ﬁ!ﬁidicant .
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IV)COMKENCEL®S T OF MOVEMENT 70 POSI

e e e s m e B e, 2

- —n_.-_.--.-——__;-i—"

At about 12,30 psmis verbal instrustiond were regsived from
Divis on that the Brigade wae to move aB early a8 possaible.

Uhits woers ordered tb move at onge under Seconds-in~Commahd
ih ordsr as under i~ '

%, 1ot Squadron 13ths AsL,H. (less 2 Beotions),
| 42nd , Battalion,
Zrd. Pioneer Battalion,(less 1 COy.)
1 Section 9th., Machino Gun COmpany . |
1 Coy.41lst, Battalion,(escort to 16th.Army Brigade  R«H.A4)
43rd. Battalion, ’ -
9th, Machine .Gun Coy,.(less 1 Section).
"-j:‘g:th- Battalion,
41st., Battalion,(less 1 Coy).
11th., Field Coy. Engineers.
11th. Fiseld Ambulancse.
25th, Company, A.A.5,C,

Instructions wero also issued that, where pdBsible, transport
and troope were to avoid using main roads. -

tho 16th. Brigade,R.H.A., movod from the vicinity of L4235,
whore gung were in position ready for action,

V.CONSIDERATION OF SITUATION, . . _ - ¢ e :

A Gnnfanquafmf'GnmﬁJﬁding of ficers and -Ad jutantd was held
at Brigade Headqguarters at 1.30.psmy,y "at which hour Units wers
on the move., ST =TS Y

The position as then known was &8 follows e .
(ﬂ) Wo held thse general line ETERPIGNY 1n Gy15tﬂ| Where 14th.
Australian Infantry Brigade, 5th, Aust, Divisiony were corossing,
thence T.30.0entral - J.1%.08ntral (Town of BUSSU)~D,15,0entral =
D.9.0eatral =D.4.Central (Tovm of NURLU),
(b) During that morning the 74th, Division had reportad that
there wore remnants of the enemy in MIDINETTES TRENCH Ds194=D.25,
(¢) The 74th, Divieion was continuing its advance as was the
5th, Australian Division, nd

VI.BRIGADE TASK.,

At 2.45 p.m., while the Conference wal etill on, a wire wac |
received from Division ordering the Brigade to move florthwith to |
the vicinity of PERONNE and take over from the 8th. A.I.Brigade
as carly as possible and prior to that Brigade réaghing the line
of the BUIRE~DRIENCOURT Road. ﬂ

The Brigade was then to continue the advangs 1n successive
bounde capturing the linea(See Map attanhed)iwm

GREEN! J,9.06nt,~ Jy154be4e0v= JyBl 00Nt =~ J4R8,8,2.0.~
5o 38 70~ Palvii 1404

RED $ Ke7e840e0e= KelBsas0ontisx Ky18.d,8,04~ Ku19,.000L ™
. ‘i.lQ.d.-‘i—b-O,—' K; 51b14l01- K;Eﬁiﬂruﬂtﬁi“ K.EE.&-D-G;"

KeB2.0,6,0¢QeBe8:5:01= Qe240:440,

BLUE! Ke12+8.840,= Ke12:d,3+04= K,18,Cent,~ K.24,Cent ,-
Kfﬁﬂ -&-610.,- K.BO nﬂiai‘D.“ Ktﬁﬁ'ﬂ|4101“ Q.ﬁqﬂiﬁigi"
Q-SGG-G¢Q-F . i g : : _

BROWN: L,10<«beOe0em L.EE.&.&-O.-_ L.E8,Cent.~ R. 4.d40,0,

Tyo étﬁ.'A.I. Brigﬂdgg}ﬁthn Auat, Divieion, wae to operate

on the RIGHT flank and the 8%lst, Brigads, 74th, Divieion, on the
LEFT., *

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG 1004547



&5 ﬁj .; = ; . / m-_ﬂrTEf
N R APPENDIX /< i3

| i
£age. d, ‘

— — R =— o

"VIIORDER OF BATTLE,

() The Van Guard undsr Liett,~0olonel A,R, WOOLCOCK,D,S,0
congisted of tew

43nd, Battalion,

Srds ‘Australian Pioneser Battalion (lesgs 1 Coy,)

"A" Squedron; 13th, A.L.H,(lesg B Sections ),

1 Section,9th, Machihg Gun Coy,(B3rd. Mi.G,Battalion),

sections of the 1lth. Field Coys were attached as ths
tactical gituation domandod. IR addition Engineers were enw
gaged on the gpecial duty of making good bridges across the
COLOGNE River,
s (b) The Main Guard was as followst-
Brigade Signal Section -~with Cable Wagon detachment
and one Section "A" Squadron 13th. Aust. Light Horsé.

"A" Coy.,418t. Battalion. '

léth, Brigade, R.H.A.

44th, B2ttalion.(RIGHT),

43rd, Battallon, (LEFT).

9th,. lachine Gun Coy.(less one Section),

41st. Battalién(less one Coy, )ZCENTRE),

1lth, Field Qoy. Engineers,

1lth, Field Ambulancs.

coth:. Conpany,A.A:S.0,

VITI4APPROACH MARCH AND DEPLOYMENT.

All Battglions were well on ths way at 2.30 psmy, and in
8pite of the tired state .0f the men and hesvy traffic on the
roads the Van Guard had reached MT,.ST. QUENTIN by 4430 p.m,

As Battalions reached this area they deployed and at about
5445 pemy Were dituated as follows |m

Van Guard .,

42nd, battalion and Pioneer Battalion (less 1 on'i with

Light Horse in front on the 1line I.,11.C0entral to
D1 .Gﬂntral'#

Main Guard. _
44th. Battaliﬂnﬂ(RIGHT> MT 81 ¢ QUENTIN moving to
I.8 & '
4%rd. Battalion s%EFT) 1,10.0,
4lst. Battalion (less 1 Qoy.) OBNTRE I.16,a. ard b,
16th, Brigade,R«HiA¢y in the ares between MT,ST
| QUENTIN and PERONNE,

At 4.30 p.n, Brigade Headquartere opened at I.9:d,7.8, amd
communications wore established with the H.Q. of the 0,0.Van Guard
and with the (.0s. of Battalions of the Main Guard by means oOf
Runners and lMounted Orderlies.,

From this time the 16th, Brigade,R.H.A., was attached to
the Van Guard, .

At U.30 p.m, the (,040,Brigade assumed responsibility for
the front,and 8th, A,I.Brigade, 74th, Division and 3rd. Australian
Divislon wore informed accordingly.

1X.QPERATIONS,

l.Advance to GREEN Line, et
AL midnight the advanoce to the GREEN Line was continued,

The RIGHT flank met with ptrong resistange 500 yards WEST of
CARTIGNY,

Artillery fire was brought to bear on this spot and under
1ts oover the Infantry were able to advance,

At é.a.m. the Villages of BUIRE, COURCELLES and CARTIGNY
had besn gaptured and all Coys, of the Van Guard had reported on
tholr objiscetive, |

In spite nf the darlmess of the night and the wlde area 1o

| coeverad weuch had _heen maintained throughout.
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Advance to GREEN Line (Cont'd), 1
On the LEPM our line was unable to get in fouch with the :
2318t ., Brigedo and a defensive flank was formed.,
The game applied to the RIGHT flank, | |
nfantry Scouts and Light Horse Patrolg were onersting EAST
of the GRERN Line andon the flanks of the advansce. l
2y Advence Tow ELI’"dH RED Line. {I
(s) 4af%ter a short rest the Van Guard then pressed on towards the |
'RED Line, |

strong resistance was met with at several points during this
ctare Gf S ha Sl anRa Fnemy artillery of all aalibres waeg aftive
and Machine Gun nests were numerous, By hard fighulng the ohemy
ras driven from these points, several prisoners beling taken by us.

N the RBIGHT flank our troops on reaching the crest of tns
ATDOR P.5. and .25, were pubjeeted to heayy flre from a 77 mm |
Battery on tho opposite slope. Our artillery fire forced these %o
OGN « deavy Machine Gun fire from the Wocd in Q.7. was hin-
doring vhs advence, No troops could be locatod on our RIGHT flank |
s:70 thie, conmbinaed with the fatigued state of the men, caused this |
flank %o fall behind the general line, The CENTRE of the advancs |
vae therefore nacepsarily held back .

cn the LEFT tno barrage of the flanking Brigade, who commenced
ihie sttasck at a later nour than we did, came down on the LEFT:of our
Lron tes BUIRE Wood and forced our troops away from owr N,boundary.

BUTER WOOD was takon at 1l.a.m,, but our troops were unable to
1dveico vpevond it  on acoount of heavy Maochine Gun fires

~ The onomy then shelled the Wood heavily and in order to avoid

rogualtice our Lroops were withdrawn to the Western edge.

puring tho morning 107 Howitzer Battery, 7th. A,F.Artillery
Hrigads. came undor orders of 0.0, 6f 16th, Brigade,R.H.A.

it Nocon the sting ceemed to have gone out of owr attack.

The 0.0, Van Guard decided on a barrage to assist the advance,
e Larrave Lasted from 1.3%0 to 2.,psm., and under it the LEFT flenk
sgadn parsing through BUIRE Wood drove the enemy out ot the area
FORTH of TIN2QURT and astablished itself on the RED Line.

Vers atrong opposition was met with from TINCOURT itself, but as
S hvoone sdvenced NORTH of 1t the Bnﬁm}f get fire to huta in the H
rillaon cod Withdrew-under cover of the smoke. |

-

AL B.p,m. ths Van Guard had roached the RED Lilne NORTH of
TTNGOTRT b 30UTH of the village had only advanced to the general
it B0 Cent.y J.86.858.0. = PiEIgDNDN T :
atrustions were isgsued that no further advenoce was to be made
tfor the pressnt., and that the Van Guard would be relieved at 8.p.M,
‘b) purinz the whole of this advance the Main Guard had moved in
roalr, Keoping in cloge touch,
(oY I8 order to maintain touch with the Brigades on our flanks
lTiginon posia of onae rifle section esagh were eatablished by the first
Lroond L0 raach tha :2-1]:_2!0"; al P.S-Guﬂﬁn‘bi“&l, Pﬁ‘&nﬂugaﬂtrﬂ-l and PsOa
contrai on the RIGHT flank and at J.,8:bs704y J:.9.ceContral ard >
J. 11 .a.Centrel on the LERT. These posts were relieved by the flank-
ing Battywlions of the Main Guard - 48rd. and <44th.
Chrougl, these posts good touch was kept with the 231st BU'igade
o the LERT, but touch could not be galned with the 8th. A.T.Brigade
cn the RIGHT. |
) AL thie time the trodps on our LEFT had reached the line K.8. |
e = Koo Lot % & ‘
}  During the day the 16th, Brigade,;R.H.A.;, were reinforced by the |
3. Army Bripgade, A.F.A., and Lieut.-Colonel STEVENSON had charge |
of Group (both Brigades).

# It was found during operations that the 14th. Britieh Brigads

(%2nd, Division) were operating under orders of Sth. Division vice
Ath. Aust, T9°, Brigedo. No notification of this was seni by 8th.
Auct. or 14%th, Bpitish Inf. Bdess. or by our %rd. or S5th. avisions,

anc. this resulted in some oconfuaion,

4

[ |
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o7enge towards RED Line (oent'd).

-

A% 3,p.m. on the Bth,, Oommand of the Ven Guard lassed ¢
Jiiﬂjrhﬁﬂl, JeP GL&RK; DiS!OI Thﬁ 44ﬁh; Battalion felieved ore
Tan Cuard on the RIGHT and the 41st, on the LEFT. |
Mg 43rd. remained on the LEFT flank of the Maln Guarde ‘oo
Pioniecer Battalioh took up.a podition.on the RIGHT flank and &8 tho
advancs continued the 42nd, Battalion moved in the CENTRE, .
(g) at 3.a.m. in conjunctiofi with Brigades on either flank
ho advanee wag continted., |
By 8,20 a.n. the village of TINCOURT had been occupled and
nhe RED Ling was ocaptured throughout.
At this time the RIGHT flank was in visual touch with the 8&ih.
= {.T. Brigadc on the RIGHT and in physical touch with the 231st.

Brigado on the LEFT,

'i.gdvanua to the BLUE Linse.

As our troops advanced towards the BLUE Line, Machine Gun
and Artillery fire became heavier, Agaih the RIGHT flank was held
pask on acsount of the Brigade on our RIGHT not foving forward
tiil 6.8.1,

. AT sbout 8.a.m. touch was gained with this Brigade and from
that time on was maintainsed with Brigades on both flahks,

Oonsiderable rosistance was oncountered in the viainity of
ROISEL which the enemy apparently intended to hold as long as
nas possible. In this vicinity our troops were met by heavy
Machine Gun firo and fire from guns firing over open sighta,

The Varn Guard, avoildirm the actual Town itself, pushed for-
ward to the NORTH and SOUTH of it, causing the enomy holding 1t to
withdraw. At 10.12 a.m. the Town was taken.

By 1l.a.m,. the 1line K.ll.Central ~K.17.Central- K.22.Central--
K.28«Central- K.34.8.~ Q-B-ﬂ. was reached.

» The advance on tks RIGHT continued slowly from this time
\ until ths BLUE Line was captureéed at 7.20 p.m,
‘ Touch on RIGHT by 44th. Bé8ttalion was somewhat lost with
29th, Battalion (8th. A.I.Brigade), and it is considered that
C.0, 44th, Battaliondid not make the best use of his Light Horss %o
clear this situation. ' -

Light Horae and Infantry protective patrols were sent out.
(h) Throughout this portion of the advance lialson posta were
established at the follcwing logcations in gonjunction with Brig-
ades on either flank:i~ »

SOUTH.‘ o &},-.3-(1.8._5-
SUGAR FACTORY Qs4ea.:2.0,
ORUGIFIX L B B ] Qt4|b18.0l

NORTH .=~ K.8¢0+746
K.B.d.é-ﬂ.
KelDec,.0+6.
OLD BALLAST PIT +« KelOobsOe2,

This systom worked well dqurihg the second day of attack
when troous on either flank were advancing approximately in line with
our OwlIl,

X «COMMUNICATIONS,

During this oporation the principle was followed of moving
Headquartere of Unita forward by bounds. That is to say, Head-
quarters forward was formed with & Report Centre some dlstanco fur-
ther EAST connected by 'phone, When it became necgessary to move
forward, the Commarding Officer took up his position at this Renort
Centre and argain establishhd a Report Centre,

The Cable Wagon attached to Brigade allowed of this syatem
working vory well as far as Brigade Headquarters wao concerned.
on the 5th.,Brigado Headquarters was eetablished at T.948:8:3,
with Report Centre at J.19.0.4,5. A
%00 the 6th.,, Brigade Headquarters moved forward to J.19.c.4.0.

and at the same time s Report COentre was established at J.18.a8.1.0,

— __'_...._\ 1_.,.___,___..__

e
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ALoQPuL,AZICKS TO RELIER BY 10th, A.I, BRIGADE,

During tho early night of the 7th, Septembor, the 37th. =mi
ogih, Pattalions of the 10the A.I. Brigade took over from tho
van Guard on the BLUE Line and ths two Battalions - 41st, and
4211 , - withdrow to tho Arean J-ﬁﬁaﬂr- and J-ﬁﬂ.b-

The 43rd, Battalion and the Pioneor Battallon retained their
positiong, the 44th, Bdttalion took the place of the 42nd., Battal-
1on, and at about 5.a.m. on the 8th, Septomber passed undser the
comnard of Lieut,-Cols LORJ,D.5.0., 10th. A.l.Briegade, who
assumed repspongibility for the area.

During thc 8th., no further advance was made, and at about
8.p.m, tho 43rd.,44th, and Ploneer Battalions wore rolisved by
the remaining Battalions of the 10th. A,I. Brigade taking up
position,

Units of the Brigade Group were concentrated as follows :—

"llr;“-t!. Eatt&liﬂn- ..o JIlB.ELI- H-'Q-I- Jllela'llﬁl
-‘.-l:-'rﬂ’ﬂd- Uattﬂliﬂni L JnlB-bi ﬂ.ﬂd l:i. H.Q."‘ Jqla-d--’ﬂ“-‘:.
45rd. B8ttalion, .., K¢9. and K.10. HeQe= Ke8B:d2.2,
44t h, Battﬂ.liﬂﬂ. ves KeB2,c, and o 8 HiQo= Jde24.0.R.0,
Ploneer Battalion,.. 1 Coy. K«33_ b, .
1 C’D}"n K'Bﬂ,ﬂt H-Q,t" J-Eﬂ.bﬂ*.ﬁ.
1 GGY# J.SO,C]..
9th, li.G. Company. JeR2Beas and b,
(This Coy. then came under the orders of the ord. ¥ .G.Battalioci

Artillery and the Squadron of Light Horse had passed under thr

command of the 10th. A.I. Brigade, '
AIT.OVE [0 RESERVE AREA

On the night of the 9th., orders were received that the 11th.
A.l. Brigade would change areasd with the 1st, A«I. Brigade.

During the morning of the 10th, September the Brigade moved
into areas as follows i=-

origade Headguarters remalned at J,19.044,5.

41st. Battalion,.. Wood TI.30.b, HeQe= I.30,b.55.80,

: . « e Jigﬁ'lal

43nd . Pattalion... 1.38,b4(DOINGT). H.Qe~ I.38.De1.5,

43rd. Battalion,.. JeB208, HeQe= Ju32,8.8:s1,

44th, Battalion,.. I.36,8, HiQe= T.3R.b.0.4.
1lth.T.M.Battery.. I1.26.D.,044,

lith. Piold Coy... BUIRE~COURCELLES. HeQe= Joe30.8:4.5,
Srde. Pioneer Bn,.. BUIRE~COURCELLES: . HeQe= Jo.3%.b,R.8.

(Pionesr Battalion then ocame under the orders of thoe C.R.E.).

——-—r—u-ﬂl—-u--—-—--_—_----r-—l-_—-h

APPENDIX 1.

COMMANDING OFFICERS.

lltrl'l' ﬂ.I.BPigﬂdE. e Brigﬁﬂi&r‘—@ﬂnerﬂl JtHICAHHﬁH,G-B;;OnI‘f-G;
¢lst, battalion, ... Major E.J. DIBDIN.

42nd, bBattalion, ... Lileut.-Colonel A.R. WOOLCOCK, D.S.0.
45rd, bLattalion,. sew Mﬂjﬂr TeAs FEHGUSGH!

44th, Battalion see Lieut,-Colonel J.P. CLARK,; D.S.0,

5rd. Ploneer Battalion.,LieutsColonsl W.H. SANDAY, M.C.

- il e B e e Ty ey e g, g =

¢
e }* y* T—
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LESSONS LEARNED DUBING OPHE

14
Marking of Headguartors.

The careful marking of Battalion Headquarters was again founc
td be of vital importance. In order to standardise thid marking
apecial instructions have Losn issued to all Units of the Brlgade .
(See Appendlx III). -

2 .Lialson Posts.

Tt is considered that liaison, both to the RIGHT, LERFT and
PORWARD can best be maintained by means of definitely fixed postlS,
Officers' patrols, oO.P's., and by the interception of messages
being asent thpough the Signal Service.

punners requirs further treining in agcordance with F,S.R.
part T. Chap.2, Sectlon 20.

Whereo liaison posts are used on the flanksof an advance it
ig not necessary to have more than two in aperation at one t ime .

Ag new posats are established, posts in rear should be relieved.

% . Visual Signallinge.

cood use was made of thls means of transmitting messages.

Meaonages Were passed forward as well as towards the rear.

1t is considered that ths Bsame regulations as apply to the
sending of Wircless mc88agos in clear must also apply to the
transmission of messages forward by 'yisual'.

he Officer on the spot muat take the responsibility of gend-
ing messageos in a direction wherethdy may be road by the oenemy.

4.Co-ordination between the flanks of COrps -«

The question of co~ordination between the flanks of Corps 1s
put forward for consideratiol,

It is not possible for Brigades in the front line to co-ordi-
hato times of attack. : , - i

purting this operation, on ole ocoasion the Artillery barrage
of the Corps on our LEFT camé down on BUIRE Wood while our troops
vore 8till in it. (Ses Para.IX,Sub~para,2(a) of Narrative ).

Thig was due to the troops on t hat flank starting their ad-
vanece at a later hour than ours,

5.Heavy Artillery under COrps.

mm, = =S

It is considered that during semi-Open warfaro such as We ara
at present engiged in, Heavy Artillery operating undor COr'ps cannot
e unod offectively as movement forward is so rapld that it 1=
iifficult for such Heavies to keep 1n touch with thesituation of
our Lroops. A

on ons occasion Heavies fired into onp area 1000 yards
behind the front line.

A.Rollef of Troops guringrﬁttaﬂku

A long advance, such as the one under consideration, even
whon opposition is dlight, is very fatigulng to the troops. TIhe
menl cannot be expected to fight for more than 24 howrs continucusly
without a rest, food and sleOp. | -
| It ie thought that after an advance of threse miles a frosh
Lot of troops should be sent in to cdarry on the operatlion,

7 Brontages and Strengths.
1t ie considered that the ' frontages which have besn g llotted
to Brigades during the operations nave been too great. |
[ho attack on the let. was launched on a fronbago of 2500,
yardsgby & total number of approximately 1500 all ranks, including
Rogerve Battalion. - Ly
tn the adveance GIT‘LTB ath. a fronmtage of 5850 yards was

.."I 4!
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Prontages and Strongths, (Cont'd) .

4llotted to less than 8000 metl; (This latter advanlce gongisted of &
gories of attacke against positions),

1t is thought that a minimum of one man per yard should be
usod with the support of Tanks and Artillery over strongly held
positions, and that a minimum of one man per two yairds le necesgary
in an advance insemi-opon warfare. '

B,Training in Night Operations. ' =

It 18 thought that more training 1is roquired in night opera« |

ticns, and the suggestion is put forward that at leasi. ono night ;
ner Week be allotted tO this training, :

As night work ie more fatliguing to mon; thie would entail ex-
chango of about 5wo hours' night work for eight hours' day work, For
oxample, if two hours' night operations were to be carrled out on
iriday night $worhours' day work would be dons on Friday morning
and no training on Saturday. |

e BALLOONS .

| it is thought that Balloons should be allotted to a Formation
fromwhich they can be supplied with early information,

As Heavy Artillery are allotted to Division it 1s suggested
that they also should be allotted.

One oaso has come to notice where a Balloon Section was only
able to select a position when it obtained information from this
Brigade and had run a line to the Brigade Switch Board.

-q———_——.--.qn.——H-—ﬂ-m—-ll-l-———l————_-n-—l—ﬂ--—

Oellay
416t .,42nd.,4%rd. ,44th, Battalions.
1lth. Trench liortar Battoery.
ifl ordor to systematise the marking of Headquarters, etc., of Units
the following methods will be adoptedi- |

I.B DAY .
Eai Eattaiimn Headquarters will be marked by a oconspicuous flag,
preferably the Battalion Colours,
Flags of a single colour which normally mark Watering places,etos,
cee F.S.POcket Book) will not be used.
) Four signs will be erected on main llnes of traffio.
These will be designed as shown on sketoh belov,
It will be an understood thing throughout the Brigads that th~se
signs arc approximately 300 yards from Battalion Headquartars.
I1.By Night .
%) bBattalion Headquarters will be marked by a Green Lirht.
(b)"Light" signs will bo erected at the same points as those men-
tioned in para.I(b) above,
These may bo made of damaged petrol tino, with the number of the
Battalion marked on them by punching holes in the sido.
A candle or oil lamp placed inside will show up those numbers .
An arrow punched in the slde 1in th» same way will give the direct-
ion of Battalionl HeJs
I1T1.Latrinesswill be marked Ly dny by a Yollow flag as lald down and by
means of a Yellow light at night, |
IV.(a) Care must be taken that lights are soreened from aeoplans

obgervation,
(b) All signs must be removed when a Battalion lsaves any aroa.

It is sugpested that Rumners have the duty of looking after
signs and lights definitely allocated to them,

i
e

(sgd).S.W.HAWKINS, Captaln,
11/9/18. Staft Captain, 1lth. Aust., Infantry Brigade.

Bn, Colours.

—_——
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11th. aUSTHALTAN INFANTRY priGADE LTATEMENT FOix ACIIVE OP=RATIONS efeiin
FOR PERIOD 4th, JULY to 8th. SEPTEMBER, 1918.
lish. B r 3 g &, 4d € Casualtiea. Enomy Losses in Killed, lounded
B e Killed.  Wounded. _ Injured. _Mi.sing. -Gissed. __ Total. and_Prisonsrs. b
i ; Off. CuR. - 0OFFf. O.R. | 0P, ©.R.  Off. O.R. = Off, O.R. Off, 0O.Rd KilTed estimated within aresz |
: | | | ____captured only., UM 5 |
| % 13 | A ol s A Killed. - Prigonerse. .| Tobale .=
July 4th-Ath.. 4 45 15 8689 | - 3 S o G L | —&R5 =75 en
-n—'l'-—--'l-r'--l--""""'""l-' ———————————————— f e, . T —————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— e S
Aug. 8th, B Pz 8 108 i P = = o > = 2 9 150 100 912 1012 i
T _____________ r‘_-'_-_—--""'_--' _____________________________________ "1?"_'--—--":-"'_‘_'—""'_""_'— ------------- s —— e — e ———— i ——
Ayg.11th=13th, 1 28 R | i o+ - = - j L = i 13 208 53615 485 800
o e o e e e —————— A e e e s e o e et el g e e e e e e, e S ——————— - ———————— e e e B ———
iAHg.22nﬂ—27thE 4 44 s > £ - 18 8 ¥ T A 40 SR S U 276 71 142 213
- A PO * Bl ig Lol SRR S e W B I O O s e e 5 &,
Aug.318t. - 11 <4 ! 7 204 3 10 - TR S [ 263 350 753 1103
Sept .4th. | 128 i | !
D ol -, s i ;L- —————————— + —————————— +—-—-———————---—-1 ———————————— -1 ——————————— -L ————————————— e ————— - i L S —— ——
Sept .4th.- - L & § é 1 40 o 2 iy o L = - 1 03 50 15 AS
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i. * Off- efla l - Of s Qale: -U |
j ‘Edtimated that 407% Jof Wounded ~ 55 998  Calculated total loss to personnel il
| will not return to Injured : 26 of 1lth. A.I. Brigade. Kllledes 2} IO& [T
Units within 3 months Gassed. - 24 Off. O.Re Kissings = 29 |
407 of BB6-1048= 23. 420. 407 of Z
s | Wounded , Y
b | | GlC- 23 20w . E;E
Absolute loss of personnel to enemy by 1llth. A.I.Brigade( Killed 1568. | Our Losges 44 AE%. |
| ~ Operations 4th. Huly to 8th. September,1918. ( Prisoners 2826 | —
4394 . Enemy Losses 4594, hﬁ“}
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- luuch Artillery ammunition distributed in small

Field Pileces.

L—_ il (S S

{ Barbcsd Wire- ROISEL DUmD.

Ccalibrs. i | | i sl
13 1 Estimated =
A EEEE' s :% | 5 i 35,000 coils,
R i, SR SO a5 _4“__“___* s e 5 Mgk b
27 | 231 | 28 | 85,000 coils.
----- ;;;;-Q;Eting. - Royal Engineers' Supply Dump.
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x
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-Large stack eatimated] Large dumpof war gpaterial, containing principally

et several thousands
of Rolls in ROISEL.

A--—ﬂ—--'—-“—--ﬂl-_— —

Engineers' roequiremelits.
 Enemy efforte to destroy this by
! . :

fire unsuccessful,

Dumps over areas captured, inciuding many Gas shell=.

i s o ——————— e S — " — — g ——— — . W —
——

RCDIG100454 7



particulars of Villaped and Matarisl captiired by
1ith ¢ Ausiralian Infantry Bf'igade during active oOperati /ns
Juiy ,August and September; 1918«

— e s S e g e e i S — LI

4th ; LTU-]-}H '

' Captured HAMEL Village and about one and two-thirds square miles
of territory, togebher with one Anti-Tank 77 mm Gun, 13 Trench Mortars,
70 Machine Guns, 2 Anti-Tank Rifles, 600 rounds Trehch Mortar Ammunition,
153,000 rounds of S.A.A.(recaptured British), guantity of Engineering
and Signalling apparatus.

Bth., August.

Enemy territory penetrated 3,500 yards on a frontage of 2000
vards, capturing over 2 square miles of territory. Villages of GAILLY
and CERISY-GAILLY taken, :

Jar Material: 10 Field Pieces B7 mm, 2 heavy, 2 light, 2 medium
Minemweorfero. One GlanfAnti-~Tank Rifle, 12 heavy Machine Guns, 87
light Machine Guns, one Range Finder~ Q.L. Lamps and considerbble re-
captured Britibh material. :

llth, to
13th,August . .
Villages of MBRICOURT~sur-SOMME and PENINSULA captured am
line adv.nced WAST of ST. GERMAIN WOODy; adding 3% squars miles to6 re~
captured territory. A considerable quantity of War material, including
Machine Guns, taken, but no records were kept of these captures-

August 24th,
to 27th. ’
Approcimately 4 sguaro miles of territory captured EAST of
\ BRAY Village and our line advanced nearly 6000 yards EASTWARDS to
- FARGNY WOOD. Large quantity of enemy artillery ammunition stacked in
abandoned artillery positions.

31lst . aAugust
to
4th,Septeonmber. | _
Advanced our line approximgtely 2000 yarde EASTERLY in locaiity
CANAL-DU-NORD, capturing 1% square miles of territory, 92 Machine Guns,
eight 10.5 cm. Howitzer Guns, together with Ammunition supply.

4th, September

to
8th, s9ptember, , :
Penetrated 12,000 yards on a frontage of 5,250 yards, capturing
a superficial area of approximately 20 sguare miles,which inecludad ths
Villauges of COURCELLES, BUIRE, BRUSLE, TINCOURT, BQUCHY, HAMEL, MAR-
QUAIX, HERVILLY, and ths important Town of ROISEL with ite railway
Junctions and road communications, In ROISEL. was found a very large
and valuable dump of war material containing approximately 35,000 coils
of wire, thousands of rolls of wire-netting, huge stores of picks amd
shovels, with other tools - about 80 transport waggons of many descripe
tions including Cookers and Ambulanoe carts,

Enemy attempts to destroy this by fire were unsuccessful.

S e By g e e e, S S T S —— o M ek, [ P, [ S e i
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| N7 e o nee st g
240k Septamibefy dil, -

Durinz the past twelve menths the organizalion of Tthe
British Army Las becn converbed so as To bring all Infentry Brigades
to a 3~battalion bagis. - ihis has been complebed Throughout The
Army, partly oan accoun® of the man-power situavion, but® partly also
on secount of bactical considorationg, ou tho analogy of vhe French,
American and Germar regimeubss -

’, u
$4

Upwards of six mosths ago tho Waxr Office urged the Austral=
4an Governmen®t to follow surb ia this reorgenizavion, and convert all
Brigades of the A.IL.F., %0 & 3-batialion basis. The auvebtralisn
Goverumént and the AcI.F., Authorities wers, nowever, very loabh to
do this, ou accoun® of The Tins tyaditions which had bsen won by
every onc of our Infaabry Batlalions - parbicularly “hose which had
mado such & name for themselves on GALLIPOLI. It wags, Thsrofore,
agreed Yo allow the Australian Imperial Iorce to pogtpone any such
reorganization until Yowards the end of thig year's fizhling perlod,
ena nntil the man-power situation as regerds Ausiralisn reinforcemonts
became more acule. =

| In spite of this, iV was found necessary in‘May last to
bring bhe 9th, 12th and 15%h Brigedes of tho i« I. F., down T0 8 3~
pattalion basis, becauso Vhere was no louger any pIo sneot of maintain-
ing these brigades on'a 4-battelion basis, having regard Yo the avail-

sble reinforcements. =~

The time has now arrived when the neaegsity for action hag

| arisen, ~ she 7ar Office has pressod Ifor an immediate earrying out

| of the same reorganizabion in The remaining brigades, in order Yo se-

| oure uniformity Throughout the Mq. iho Ae 1. Po suthoritles are

atill dispossd Po delay To the las possible momen® The Zoductlon in

~ the mumber of batbalions Throughout all Brigades; bub, in viow of “he

| inadequacy of the available reinforcements fo maintain the presen? '
fifty-geven battalions, it has beocous essenbial at once Yo reduce Vo
not more thaw f£ifly batialions - ultimatsly comivg down to the normal
organisation of nine battalions per Divigion. -

T The sbrongest possible representations have already beon
made and fully discussed in ordoer to obviabe this disagroeablo 00UYIOe
Por exsmple, iV has been suggested to put all The Companies on & Bee
1stoon basis, and this hes in fact been done in pracvice, if wol in
ghaor:p'. A proposal has also beed made Uhet the batltalions should bo

reorgenizod on a 3-Conmpany basis, put this, after careful uunﬁiﬂ.er%t-m_
ijon, has been &efir:li‘ﬁﬂ% turned down for good tactilocal reasonB. I
has also been proposed hat we should bresk up 0ue, if nov ‘fitgn whole
pivigions; bul this has Dbeen rejosbed because 1T’ would mesn he
gorapnivg of a vast amount of valuable Artillery, Iagineszs, %i.nnears.
Medical and Supply Uanits, and would soriously impair the f£ighting

valne of the Augiralisa AImMye =

‘ - Nob only is the problam of deciding which battalions are
'r Yo go, & vax*y,d.ifficult and invidious 0ude, but algo it is dasirad.t'bn
do everything that is poseible o maintain the Yraditious and hisboIy

! of theso batislionse
| The sclection of the pattalions which are Vo go dapgr.a.a on
a caroful study of Vhe resources availeble in the Depols in ENGLAND,

a3 ' Tther conw-
snd in Hospibtals, ov a2 tsrritorial bagis, as well 88 upouw O .
Eiﬂ.eratiu:g, and'can only be decided by thosec in suproms au‘ihnri‘?y.

(1) | Po Uy Oe-

T ‘,n:'
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Ha‘ﬁuralli', evar{ battalion tn the 4. I. F., rightly considers
itsc1f to be the best babtieiiuvn, with Vhe finestv higlory, end every |

battalion naturally consider»s that soms other babizlion should be
gseiacted, I% is, however, possible, Yo snsure That at leas? all
ranks may De retained in Vheir own brigado, cud Vhis is a substantial
couceusicn, because, after all, it is The brigade and no® the ballal-
fov vwhioh is the fighting Usit. = N0 beblalion ever fights by il
g2lf, btab only as parbt of its Brigade, and Vhe question involved is
reaily the lerge ode as Yo whebhexr 1t is beller To employ & glven
nunber of soldiers, available for each Brigade, 1o 3-battalion groups
or in 4.-baltalion groups. =

As the men of every battalion owe loyalty to their Brigade noxb
ovly to the loyelty which they owe To “heir Battelion, iV is =& subplone=
tial concession VYo the men %o do everything possible to eagure that |
a0 mag is removed.from his own Brigadc. =

In addition to thim, 4t rmust not be forgoiten Tha® nothing that
car hesppen can desiroy The glaua in history of Yhe Batlalion, even
though it mey cense %0 exls® as a separate uni®, for the remainder of
Tthig Cmﬂggﬂ.i?. 1ts nwiber ag a babtalicn will conbinue %o be repre=
senbed in 1i¥s braining cadres in ENGIAND and will also be definively
%Eaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ. in %he reorganization after the war of Vhe gomonwealbia Millw

ary Porces in AUSLRALIA. =

Moreover, as far as possible, meu will be ¥ransferred in somplote

Company units or Pritoow Uzits, sb thal comradeship will be prezerved,

. and doub®less elso, in many casss, oonsesiglons can be male in Vog ma v
tor of wearing oolour pebchess Moroover, efforbs wilibe male (elvhough
this osunob bz shoolubely guorantesd) o reaszpemble the Officers aud ]
men of theze babtalions during the demolilizaVion period, €0 thﬁ-ﬁ t;’}“
original babtalion, with 1¥s original number, msy relurn To AUSTRALIA
a8 & separale unit, - -

The reel and urgent question, at the momen®, is Yo carmy on The
wax, with'the svailable number of men, Yo The bes™ pogsilbls “ao Lozl
edvanboge, ‘and to achiove vishory over tho onzsy ia Yhe snesllisab 1‘»1.1:1-:?
po8sSibles = Pvis cannob be Qone wisha Brigades having only four weal
batteliohs, ab the fighbing power of four wouk batlalicus is, Tor Tao=
tj 0al veasons, not %o be oompared with *ho figh¥ing power of thrae
sbrougz ballalions. =

It is sobed. therefore, for the sake of Vhe prestige and re-
nown of The Eﬁg‘?’ralién Imperial Force, Vhal every man affected b;; The
present recrgenizalion will be prerared lovally th accep® The gituation,
and To dc his hesb, in companionship with the 6ther men of his own
Brigede, Vo continune, until The end of the war, our glorious victoriesSe=

If, on the gonbrary, the men concerneld wers Yo ralisé Aifficult- =
iep, bassd op senbimontal grounds, while, 0n vhe one hand, Phey would |
be powerilods in =ny way Yo aller 'Eha decigion uf The War Offico and
the A.Ife, Aubhoritiol, they would, ©on the other hand, incuxr, by a
vefusel To obey onders, bhe denger of a scandal which would cast a_ do-
plozable slur upon the graab reputabion ead presbige of The AvgVrailan |
Cornas, g is & resulb which mo man in Vhe Coxps weuld wiliingly

brivg gboub, =

'\2

e, i . - _J_--“""-l-.b-__.___.—..__-\___ = e L R
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| Summary s5f Operations of 4lst Pattalion. 29.9,1918 and following days.

i )
\ l 3 *
; | e
- _-.,..-"- - , ————— tr-_ﬂ-*—_--*ﬁ;..---

ey .
7w
PREPARATION, Was short and consisted of two Brigade Conferences in which

| everything was discussed,and several Battalion Conferences.,
On the 26th,the Battalion conducted a practise operation over
the ground between COURCELLES and BUSSU as nearly resembling
the actual operation as p ossible,
"Q" arrangements could hardly c-nsidered satisfactory and a
good deal of delay and inconvenience were caused through
insbility to deliver the specified articles a$ arranged times
and places,

/HE AP ROACH. On the 27th orders for the approach march were recelved and
- the necessary route and Area reconnoitering partlies despat.ched.
On thelr return however ie were informed that the roads
reconnoitre’ could not be used and pthers had 1o be found.
Intelligence personnel #ith the Intelligence Officer were then
sent away to guide the column after it had reached ROISEL,
This arrangement worked perfectly, and no unnecessary delays
were caused, slthough one had hecn over the route previously.
The route actually followed was from our camp at I.30 -
just north of TINCOURT ~HAMEL-MARQUAIX X roads at ROISEL 1in
K.lgil - K.S cﬂntfﬂ.l - K-G-G.E.O - Klgibn‘gﬂe - F.Eﬁ-d - tO our
bivouac area in Fe27.
We left camp in time to pass the starting point Jel9edebede 1
at T.15pm, and reached the bivouac area at 12 midnight, the
only hitch being a block in the traffic at HAMEL which split m
our Companies and cut our Cookers off, This however was
remedied just before entering ROISEL. No trouble was
experienced at ROISEL, where 1t was feared the congestion of |
traffic would he greate. Companies were bivouaced in the
berks in F.27 with B.HeQs 8t Foe274Ce8e60 Soon after our
: : arrival a few Cas shells began to arrive in our gully, and
i this eontinued intermittently all night with the result that
P "A" and "B" Coys and Headquarte 1 were unable to get any rest,
j A pronounced smell of mistard was noticeable and it was
not until morning when theé br.._ sprung up that the men were
able to gleep and remove their Reapirators, Our casuslties
during this period were one man Who was evacuated next
morning as a result of Gas.

DAY OF 28th., At 6,0am a1l Officers and a proportion of NCOs set out to
do a forward reconnaissance, and proceeded as far as BENJAMIN
POST in some instancese. As a result of this reconnaissance
a good deal of doubt Was eXp ressed about the front line, and
tt was almost unanimously sgreed that the Americans did not
hodd the GILLEMONT FARM - QUENENOVI FARM trench system, but
B the front 1ine was nesrer the CAT-POST, BENJAMIN POST
gsystemns, It was al=o found that the troop s holding the
1ine had only the vaguest idea as to where any of the lines
WEICe
| The Brigade Order wms received on the morning of the 28th,
' from which a gnttalinn Order w=8 lssued and gone into in every
| detail, at a Conference of all Officers in the afternoone.

A11 Tank Officers working with us arrivé in the morning
snd had arlong talk with the various Officer with whom they
were to be associated. The afternoon was spent in finally
equipping the men and making all 7inal arrangements for
feeding etce

OUR TASK. Roughly the Battalion task wes as followWs,-

' As left front Battalion of the 1l1th Brigade with the 44th
on the right and 38th on the left we were 0o exploit the
success of the American Division in front of us from the GREEN
LINE to the RED LINE, To 4o this we were to pass various
p oints as folloWs.=-

Road running NeE. and S.W. through Fe28sa and c, and
Flzlld' LU L -'?'13033!1

Brown Lin€...% 0am
Canal | =

RCDIG1004547
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‘. OUR TASK,
© \cont)

THE 29th.

q
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GHHH LIMIii-l-..lllnom s
The first p ortion of the advance to he done in lines
of Platoons, and th: Battalion to be fully deployed
before reaching the Canal Tunnel at 10,5sm. Careful
instructions were issued thst the Battalion was not to
become engaged in the fight for the GREEN LINE, but to
reserve lis energles for the exploitation, These
instructions were further emphasised as a result of the
reconnalssance,

To assist us in the exploitstion we had the
agslstance of 4 Tanks, and alsc had 4 Machine Guns,
2 Trench Mortars and some Field Artillerve On arrivail
at the GREEN LINE we were to take up d fensive p ositions
and not to move from this line until further orders.
the method by which the Battallon proposed to do this
is shown in the order attached.

At Te.1l5am the Battallion was assembled in the N.W. « S.E.
line through Fe28.,a. 2and ¢, and Fe21.Ce and at 7.30am
commenced its forward march to reach the BROWN LINE by
O9+0am, where it was hoped to get in touch with the 38th
Battalion on our left, On moving up the slope towsnris
BENJAMIN POST trench system it was thought that enemy XAE
Machine Guns could still be heard in action, and this

was supported by bursts of bullets chipping the ground
near by. Accordingly the Intelligence Officer was

desp atched to finally warn all Company Commanders that
they wereé not to become involved in the fight for the

p resent, which he did. When the Bsttalion passed over
the BENJAMIN POQ%I;.mneh system and Battalion Headquarter
was establieched TLE BENJAMIN TRENCH $t became

evident that things were not going well, Many enemy

Machine Guns were heard to be in action, and the air was

thick with bullets, The slopes in F,24, and F,30

and CLAYMORE VALLEY being swept contimously, A heavy
mist drsceénded at this stiage and made 1t impossible to
see at all, In addition a fairly heavy and continuous
enemy barrage was being placed on the trench system in
F.24, Accordingly the Battalion in touch throughout
and also in touch with 38th Battalion by this time,

lay up in any available cover there was, acting undepr
Instructions from the C,0, This was the position for
about half an hour with no one ahle to see more than a
few yards, when a mumber of Americans appeared through
the mist and got into the BENJAMIN POST trench system,
This rmumber rapidly incressed and it was then learmed
that they had been definitely checked on the line
GILLEMONT - QUENNEMONT, had suffered very heavily, and
it wes apparent their morale and organization no longer
exlsted as a fighting Unit, A message was d spatched
to Brigade to this effect, and a reply asked for as to
further action. The reply stated the attack had gone
well In the south, and it was p resume the Americans
had gone on on our front without mopping up. Efforts
were made by all to get Xmm patrols round the enemy
Machine Cuns and to move forward, but we only succeeded
In getting forw rd about 200 yards, wlth the exception of
1 Platoon which got into the trench system near QUENMNOT
COPSE, and starbed to work its way up when it met with
stiff bombing resistance and heavy wire obstacles in the
trenches themselves. onipers were also particularly
acthve, and it was very difficult to move at all,
Individual acts which invariable cost the person his
life were not wanting, one Lewis Gunner Jumped out of the
trench and swep t the enemy Machine Gun positions from
the hip with his Lewls Gun, but was sniped through the
head, Lieut DOIDS stood up to urge his men forward in
the face of the fire and was killed instantly.
Altogether nine Officers were lost during the morning and

fbout 4
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THE 29th, - and 60 men, &and as the 28th Battalion were meeting with
(cont) gimilar oppodition and sent word to the effect that they
A - could not advance, it was decided to wait a while before
» making sny further effért,- During the alternoon an

attempt was made to organise rumerous Americans who were
everywhere, and resulted in three Platoons of about 30
each and s 1 poind Gun crew (roughly 100 men) being
despatched up to and absorbed by the Battalion to swell
thelr mumbers. At the close of the day we occupled
TROLLOPE and TRIANGLE Trenches, QUENNOT COPSE and 2 small
portion of GILLEMONT Trench, but the left had not been
able to get past the escarpment in F.24.a.8.4.

As soon as darkness fell an effort was made to get
{nto GILLEMONT Trench and was succesaful, sgveral Bosch
being killed and 5 Machine Guns csptured. A company
Commanders Conference was then held, and it was decided
to try and take the whole of the system next morning 1f
p ermission was granted.
| During the night we passed to the 9th Brigade and were
| : ordered to teke the whole of square 19, which we dld at
| 8,0am without opposition, capturing 20 machine Cuns,
| 1 7trm and 1 Anti Tank Rifle,
| The Battalion was then reorganised and was in position

as follows.-
Three (3) Companies in the line from STAVE Trench to
PAUL Tprench (QUENNEMONT FARM inclusive),
One (1) Company in GILIEMONT Trench,
: One Company of the 34th Battalion then went through us to
: clear up Square 20, and did so as far as the road running
up DIRK VALLEY.
From this time we were a Battalion in the Reserve
Brigade, and had practically no fighting, our only
sctivities being night patrolling on the 30th.
We were eventuslly kithdrawn on the night of 2nd Octobe

|

I

'.*

¢ CASUALTIES. 9 Orfficers 89 Other Ranks.
’ i

-CAPIURES. 1 77mm, 23 Machine Guns actually sent to D.A.D.0.S, 1 Anti
Tank Rifle.
. GENERAL, (1) One of our Platoons in touch with 44th Battalion went witl

: them forward, and did not return for 36 hours,

? (2) It is considered the heavy Officer casualties were due 1o
the fact that when under heavy fire the natural desire of
an Officer is to try and see whet is going on, with the
result that he ig observed.

(3) Two Officers were gasseéd by a shell bursting at thelr feet
| (4) It is considered that the Battalion would have suffered

| mich more severely if it had not heen forewarned several

: | times in regard to a possible fallure, or partial fallure,

| + of the sssaulting troops.

(5) A1l our Tanks were knocked out before the BROWN LINE was

ﬂ}«@s Qw/ Lt + G

Cmﬁqd]:ng 41st Elttl-[iﬂﬂ K-I-F-
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4Lst BATTALION A, I.F, - R, M, 0,'s, REPORT
for WAR DIARY for SEPTEMBER 1918

, During the maar y part of the mnth the Battalion tnokx part in the

l advance past BRAY and PHRONNE and i{n what was deseribed as

( the Peaceful Penetration action which eonsicted in racidly

following up the retreat of the enemy, This they 414 to just

+ beyond ROISEL, They then went into reserve for a few days and

then baek to rest neat DOINGT, During that period Capt, Lever

was R,I,0, of the Bat tal ion, the present R.}1.0, takzing over on

the 14th September, During the peaceful penetration scheme

3 casualtiies were light - very 1ight. Each Bat talisn had 12
F.A, Bearers attached to it and on 1ts ration strength, They
had 1ittie to do for the Motor Ambulaneces esuld g right up
to the R.A.P. and in one instance they brought spme stretcher *
cases down from some distance in front ol 1t The R.A.R
W23 always in close proximity to Headquarters, Supplies from
I, Amb, were satisfactory, 5helling was 1ight, Further detair s
cannot be glven by present R,M,O, On Tuesday 10th Sentembe
the Battalion moved out to rest near DOINGT and to the time of B
writing they were stii" there, The billet huts are in a wo- 4
on the side of a hill, The place is well drained and has a fine

; grount for training =nd sports, The ilth Fie1d Amb, is in the

| game Camp and some British CC.C.5, are established in the neigh-
bourhond of the sports ground,
(L) General ceonditisn of len . At first they were patie

tired but under rest ansg training they soon picked up and now
are pretty fit. |

-~
(2) General Heal th, Good, Biex Parade averages ahout
V. prevalling 7iseases bein Coughs Co) 4s Boil s Daerrhpea and :
Gastrie Enteritis, and P.U, s, probably influenza in that &
order, A few injur-{u such as lule rieks ang sprained anries =
from football ocecurred, One anti-airecraft casualty ocecurred a ’
Ssl1ight f1esh wound in the f5rearm, !
(3) Food Cooking, . Clothing The f.0d has been god

with a fair variation but with the new refduced rations the eqoks
Tind 1t d1 fPficult to put ap the meat in different ways and find ,
they have to fall baek on stew, The present fresh meat ration
1s very light and 1is Not un to the € oz, allowed, )
The Cooking has been very satisfactory and the
| ¢ook houses clean f
| Baths = Three Bathing parades with ¢lean changes ¥
| have been heyd during the.fortnight, The elothes were not
| ironed at the Baths j
The Clothing of the Batta: lon 18 quite good,
They are carrying one b) anket at nresent, The Foden lorry J

disinfected theae onece, Boots were savisfactory three
gaira 7ere not so but the hootmaker's services were availed of, |
ltness as repards marching, Two route marehes have \

been hel1d., On esach occasion ahbout LW men were 8Xecused the march
H_ on various medical grounds - chief y temporary i11lness, On the .
- first occasion no men fell nut' -on the second oceasion four men 3
fe11 out, Twy with dia_rr-haen, one with an injury, one with
flat feet, Both marches were with full equipment. the Tirst &
miles the seegnd 12 miles, | ol
(5) Special Inspection The ¥,0, attended one
one the Bakhing Papades . Two cases of scabies were detected
| and treated regimentally, The men appeared to be in gyod eondi- |
tion, After the second lMarch a sick Parade was held which was i
attended by about 3¢ men, Their ecomplaints were chiefiy esrns |
and 2] ight ingrowing toenail s, These were attended to, 1In
order to improv- the men fest furing the 1ast few

-:h_.-l—--.‘-#-'-' -

—

t
| days every man
? 1:;1:2:15 2 nightly foot bath of wapm water and potassium D er man

6) Rest Hut, A Rest Hut of &€ huts was establiand

£ stretchers and 16 blankets were obltined from 11th F.A. The .-'.:
Amb, also Supplied ecomfrrts guch as custard tinnea rabbit biseul {
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E, R,4,0. Report

i1k and cocoa. The daily average .of patients was five
They were in Rest Hut for about three days , Several cases
of sprdned ankle gastro~enteritis and influenza were

evacuated, ‘
Nork of Water and Sanhtapyg details =
(1) Water, One water detail accompanied

sagh water cart and saw to clorination, Two scources were
available. One a water point where the detail chlorinated
the water and a sterilizing wagon where the water was
ajready sterilized, The water caris were always clean,
(?Y The Sanitary men worked very well, Box
1atrines were used, Rufuse was buried in pits and part
was burned .f@wing touantt aircraft the incinerator was
only used fnt the daytime, Incinerator was made of
sheat iron was aquite effective, llanure was buried,
Speaking generally the daily sick rate was about Eﬁ and

the most prevailing diseases were :~ Coughs
infiuenza boils diarrhoea (about 1V cases) and minor
injuries,
28, 9, 18 (Sgd,) E.J.B. Mi11er Capt,
R, 1, O,

41st Battn, A.I,F,
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*E‘ War Diary for September 1 by ¥ 213 ]

5 s LB sty : -'a::ﬂ
u #ith, hnh oveg fram Capt, P'BRIEN at Gt-np in ¥00D Bast of
UNNE Mapehed sut at 6.3 p,m, for cloza biTlet area near |
RONSSO0Y | Arrived in area 44,30 o.m, lMen bi wpuaced and cootter p. .
placed under L,R. Bank, cgmauur-abw hostile shelling, Yo |
Mn‘ltiu{ ﬂr‘ﬁ,nm*s with Ooy, ¢~ Lt, GRANT OLITH, Lt CLARAE,
B/t FALION, 2/ ¢, HIGHJ&HD&O}H Lt. BUTLRR r-atumaa 2rom Iaam 3|
and went to "Horse Lines, .0, t?—anfaranuaa Lh, 40 a,m, 3 p,m ?
ﬂrmlmttnn 3 platoons nf 3 sectiona each, I‘ipfhting Etrmuth |
Total &3 ., L T,i, and team attached, 4
wth 6 a.n, 1th Coy, CfTfiaers and Tt, Robinson raconnoitred 5
H far as pnlilhtﬂ the 1ine of alvanan ft'om RONISOY,  Returnal

iy

-
el "

] -H:!F'E.n-__i—ll

a,m for Confarence w+ith Tank 0Pficers who 154 st tarn np, ‘]

.:Ittar rt oming t» one vater cart being detayed, Saw Tank
. Officers at i35 n,m, ©,0,3, Conference 2t 2 p,m, Iasue »f y
dwpm rﬂting. f.oga she"ing during night., ;

ttre store
| Reve 11# 5.9 a,m, Breakfast 6 am, pved ofT for
3 mbly Paint aa aer. H..n 6,556 a,m, On Assenhiy FPoint 7,45
a,m, 1n position, Oonsidarame Gas about en rout& Hovad
forward in 11n'a of platoons at 7,98 a,m, Vo .Bb €Lt,Crark)
on 1eft in touch ﬂtg 36 th Bnt.t.n. ﬂo o (L4, Riehardaon) on
right in toach with "D" Coy, sl{Ly. Pa11on) in reserve 7 th
Goy, H,Qs Touch and direction mnlnuinnd to Ridga in ¥, 34
when Dluma niat Anwn srmoke scpaen, M. G, Fire from unpusita
ridge especially left front, U,.5. /ut of 2%th U,3, Division
roported that he and his mon were lost, short aof O Ticers, J
Tanks had braken dom , len were cowing back thinking smke was
. He d1d not think HINDENBURG TAno was taken, Six U5, 39151!#.
qama in saying they were the reomanonts of their nlatocm Yany

LSS

T e
L
L]

210 1

-
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o

t.
[
g |
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¥

ed 131:13 about and coming badg, Reported ant was
gtand fast for instractions, Je were hoavily shelled
WUWED and Y1LOON ki1led two wounded two
. ARG and RICHARLSON, 3_15 oM, received
o - Gth Battn, that they were 1ﬂvmulng_ 3, 30 p,m, re-~
BTN thﬂﬂ urﬂarn to advance @elear situdldon on a2t ﬂonfm
R 3,45 p,m, 36th Sattn, renor they o 14 not advanee, U p,.m,
npernting vith A C and D Ghys, nn » ' eaptarsal hostile nosi
tions in A iv 4, 3Gth Battn not up, ngmuad Coy. in T m |
3ystem ocantured and with 0,C,s, AC and D went t» H.Q, ©
to remain vhere we wers, Hut. meal and pations arprived abm;;&
 night iﬂu bb*l & sent ta H,Q, for mlea, Twenty U, 3 3o1 m'i .
mum E | ten eny

} to mop up 'm'a m TATAYVORT ¢ sg an? natabl iah nnats in
*' latter, Job sueceasfally nuﬂmT 13had anﬂ ln tmuuh all round at

Y a,m, No, easua)ties, Situation during the day norual Ration
. gapply nurm% men in ghod spirita, Report that emamy were masag
]

ing for oounter ateéack BSast of BONY through D Coy, from d44th e
- i1 ' Batm Did not develona, U.3, tmops with us raturned to thelirl
3 Units to reorganise, Pntrnllins on front stopnped at 4.45 a, m,
o (ist Uetober), on 34th Battalion ging out to 2atablish observa~

tion post tovards BONY
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