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: S PECIAL ORDER

By. Lieut.Colonel J.,licArthur D.S5.0. ﬁummﬂnﬂing o2nd Buttalion,A.I.F.

The Commanding Ofiicer desires to place on record.
his appreciation of the excellent work performed by all concerned
in making the arrangementsfor,and carrying out the Imas
Pestivities.

It was solely due to their untiring zeal and energy
that we were able to seat the whole Battalion together for XImas
Dinner,

Owing to trensport and other difficulties supplies
were extremely difficult to obtain,but notwithstanding this they
were obtained and everything worked without & hitch,

The work performed by I jor B.A.Wark V.Ce D.S.0.
who acted &s President of the Committees, Captain & Q.M. Weaver
who had the general menamgementand organisation of the gathering
and the remaednder of the Committee who rendercd such valuakle
services,&also R.Q.l.S.Lodge and Sergeant Charles "ll.S.M" who
were largely responsible for The organisation of catering |
arrengements,the C.S.Majors, C.Qell.Sergeants and Sergeants of the
Battalion for their whole hearted support and particutarely
Sergeant Dredge (Sgt.Cook) and &ll of the cooks who worked so
hard in preparing the dinner,Sergeagt Francis and his Pioneers
for their excellent work in comnection with the eeating
accoommodation.

The Commanding Officer takes this opportunity
of conveying to all Officers and other rabks of the Battalion
his best wishes for & Bright,Happy and Prosperous llew Year,et
the same time trusting that during the coming yesr all will be *
comfortably settled down in their homes in Australia,

>){Zr’ Lol s DL e Lieutenant.

26/12/18. A/Adjt. for C,0. 32nd Battelion A.I.F.
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ol Pransports Officer's Report for December 1918,

For the month ending December 1918 no appreciable difference
regarding the quaentity of work carrded out by the transport sectiion
has been shown. Comparing with preceeding months & slight inorease is
evident rather than a decrease,doubtless this may be attributed to
railheads being so far spart in this ares,and the ever increasing
demsnd for motor tams port being apparent.

Barly in the month we were hendicapped by heving to endure
a long and tedious Jjourney;before the snimals had time to properly
recover from the effects of same we were immeduately confronted
with the task of having to cart out own supplies as the Divieional
Trein had to withdraw all their teams for the purpcse of carting Ifrom
railhead to dump. _

After leaving REJET we were told thatd from the#® no motor transpor
would be avsilsble, but as & substitute we would have four limbers
attached to us from the Divisional Ammunition Column.

e also found that we would have to supply sufficient treshsport
to carry a&ll the Battalin packs as well a8 blankets and this required
more vehicles than wevpossesced including attached teams

The distance from our present guarters to our previous ones
wae approximately 35 kilometres. Three extrse journeys had to be mide
bdfore the Babttalion moved &nd we had to supply three G,S.Waggons and
néne limbers for each journey in fouwr days.

When we eventually reached our Winter guarters our animals
were rather jaded and legweary,but fortunately found we had been
provided with splendid stabling in our new area. However work still
continued to be plentiful as wood and cdal had to be carted dsily not
only for cooking purposes,but also for the billets.ss

Imnedistely we arrive st our destinationgtwo attached waggons
were ordercd to return to their Units once more leaving all the work
of the Battalion - nd much of the Brigade work to our oemn enimals.During
the fortnight we have been in our Winter guarters we have had to supply

. on aversge edght teams every day (ineluiing mwex Christmss Day)
for Batbttalion work, and one team every two days for Brig:.de Headgquarters,

Officers nhar%erﬂ have not been overworked.

The fodder ration has certainly impboved a little,but even now
it is far from setisfactory only averaging 6 to 8lbs of oats per head
per day,and from 7 to 8 lbs. of hay. Although the quantity has |
slightly increased, it has,however, deteriorated in quality, frequently
finding the hay too mouldy for the animels to eat it,and ofter necessary
to destroy & good deal.

Very little sickness has been experienced and nothing at all
infectiouns only & few cuses of lameness although noPhing serious.

One horse waos evescuated suffering from Laminitus.
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b S2hd Battalion A4A.I.F.

Educational For month of December 1918

During the month the Bducationsl Scheme within the Battalion
has been commenced. lany difficulties heve W confronted the
Staff in their work of organising classes of instruction ana he
grading of men into catergories with & ¥iew to instruction
facilities are provided or vacancies inspecial courses nucuqﬁ’“ _

In the first place the Officer who was sent scross to Enc and. to 3
a@itend the Educational Conference was ‘sken sieck and did not fret
to the Battalion . Lieut. Heslam stepped into the breschi |
has worked incesssntly himself end also infused his staff and ' |
his depiities intm the different Companiedwi th like enthusiasm. .

The lack of suiteble accommodation for the different clagsos .
has caueed a certain amount of delay and inconvenience. 3\;1

Purniture is almst‘:uagative quentity in this area,and the
matter of lighting and fuel is very difficult. Forms &nd tables
have however bemn constructed end the class rooms have been made
as comfortable snd convenient =8 possible.

The number of subjects on whieh instruction can =t present be
givenj,also the standard of such instruetion are very muchlimited
owing to the fact that Text books have becen urobtain:ble the -
most advanced studeniff,or the most capable instruct@r nceds to
"brush up" after being out of tamdh with his sub ject for a year
or two.

ZTotemd Instruction is now being given in Commercisl sub jects
(Including Shorthend and Book)keeping) English literature and
mathematies (Arithmetic,ilgebrs and Irigonometry) and the
attandance at th@sgclasses is quite encourageing.

The apathy with regard to Bducational training which is eften
tered,is to a large extent sccounted f by the persistent
8§ 0f early Demobolization,but now tha t *™eheme is in working
order,interest is growing deily end a large ﬂumber of men will
galn knowledge which will be most velusble to them in their |
future careers.
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