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Btrength 22 0££.799 0 /R.including effective but detached 11 0ff. 290 O/ .
elieved 26th.A.I.Bn.,who were left front line Bn.of 7th.A.I.Brigade on BROODSIENDE RIDGE.

elief was completed by 4-1Sam.
c relief was ordered to commence at 7-30pm. 31-10-17 but at about this time the enemy shelled

s deemed inadvisable to move the men, who,alrsady were all more or less affectecd by the Gas

owever the night was very still and there was no perceptable wind until about 10pm. when it
egan to rise very slightly and blew in a Northerly direction. As a result of this slight breeze
he gas was drifted from GARTER POINT down énto the valley near ZONNEBEKE and from WESTHOEK RIGDE
nto the valley between it and GARTER POINT. Through these valleys was the direct route to the
part of the front line we were to take over and if we were to move with the gas still hanging in
the valleys it would be necessary for the men to wear their gas helmets practically the whole
distance to the line. Morever the enenmy continued his gas shell borbardment until about midnight
which with the very slight wind which was now more than sufficient to drift the gas into the
valleys increased the density of the gas in low lying places and also our difficulties of
reaching the front line. The commencement ¢f the rellef was therefore delayed until about 1=-70Omm.
Even then some gas was still hanging about in the valleys and gas helmets had %o be worn for a
few minutes whilst passing through it. The relief was carried out without casualties and without
any men heing furthur a ffected by the gas. Bn.H.Qe. was situated at Sheet 28
and Company dispositions were as follows:- NE D 20. C. 2L.46.
| WA® Company. Sheet 28 M¥. -gPsBegmaNeDgbosawpn Gompany. Sheet 28 ¥®, - NEID 2886 25. /.
| mgn Company " n - DPREEERBNE DS 204 19 3L WD M any "o ~ NED 28B40,/
patrol of 2 Officers (Lieut.G.BEDSOR & 24th.Bn.0fficer) and 20 0 /Rs. patrolled "Wo mans Land"
eaving our lines at about 9pm. and returning about 1-70am. No enemy were encountered. ( A copy
f patrol report is attached).

elieved in front line by 18th. A.I.Bn. Relief was completed by llpm. Bn. then moved %o
ICKEBUSCHE AREA in relief of 23rd. A.I.Bn. who were a Bn. of Support Brigade.
. H.Qs. situated at Sheet 28 H-20~¢~9~1l. The lagt company arrived at the camp at about 3am.
n 3=11-17. The men were very tired and about 90% were suffering from the effects of the heavy
nemy gas shell bombardment to which they were subjected on the nights of 27-28-29~-3%0 & 31st.
hilst in supports at GARTER POINT. About 50}%’ of the men were suffering from temporary loss of
ice and n%uring eves. Washing with Sodi Bicarb gave speedy relief to the latter.
e whole Bn. was billeted in huts.

1875 Wi Ws503/326 1,000,000 4/15 J.B.C.&A. A.D.S.S./Forms/C.2118. ~
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ARTER POINT & WESTHOEK RIDGE heavily with Gas shells. Two Companies were at either place and it |
om the previous nighis Gas shell bombardment, until time was allowed for the gas to drift l.ny.:
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In hute in DICKEBUSCH AREA, Baths at WINNEPEG CAMP were allotted to Bn. and men who were able

party of 100 men for work on Artillery Horse lines near YPRES and we could only supply 60 O /P.n.
and 2 Officers(lieut.H.I.SOLOMON & 2 eut.P.H.RERDON) ag the others were unfit.

In huts in DICKEBUSCH AREA during which the whole time was devoted to ru:tiing the men and
attending to their comforts and medical wants and cleaning up and re-equipping.
Lieut. G?BEDBOR,Zﬂ.uut.P.H.RERDOH and 154 0 Rse. evacuated suffdring from effects of Shell Gas.

Relieved by 5th. West Riding Regiment and left DICKEBUSCH AREA by bus at 10-3fam.for STEENEVOORDE

arriving there at . and went into billets.Bn. H.Qs. situated at Sheet 27- U=30=-¢=6=0.
',Linut.frl?‘ﬂ.PAYHE lt?i%ﬁuing Officer fell with his horse, injuring his haiddand was evacuated.

!H-n fairly comfortable in billets. Raining and no training done.
|In billets near STECNVOORDE. A little training £k done to Reep the men fit.

|
|
|

Corps Commander General Sir W.R.BIRDWOOD presented medals and ribands to members of the 7th.A.I.
Brgnda on the ground opposite Bn. H.Qs. Sgl.ANNAT & Ptle.FERGUSON presented with riband for M.,

15th.Billets STEENVOORDE.

Moved from STEENVOORDE by mareh route to BERENEN AREA. Passed starting point in STEENVOORDE at
8-;::::1. uﬂd move wag completed at 11-5 Oam. and men settled in billets. No one fell out on the

march. Bn. H.Qs. situated at Sheet 27 - R-33-d~9-9. Transport was Brigaded and did not accompany

Bn. moved to NEUVE EGLISE by mareck route - left billets at 10-35am. and arrived at NEUVE EGLISE
at 2-35pm. The whole Bn. billeted in the town. Bn. H.Qs. situated at Sheet 28 - T-15-a-40-15.

'In billets in NEUVE EGLISE. The billets are very comfortable and warm and although the westher
'is cold pallaisses and straw are not supplied to the men, the men themselves preferring to do
‘without them on account of the billets being wa#m and the palliasses making it difficult to keep
tle billets clean.

1875 Wt W3503/826 1,000,000 4/15 J.B.C. & A. A.D.S.S./Forms/C.2118. »

and well enough had a warm bath and change of underclothing. We were called on to supply & fatigue

Bn.
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R ii:;;‘]:y ;11 tﬁu houses occppied are badly damaged by shell fire and with one exception none are
occupied by civilians although there are many civilians carrying on busginess in the town,
Yuch debris and broken material was piled up and lying about the bunildings on our arrival but
after a days work they were cleaned up and made fairly comfortable.
Much useful training was carried out during this period including classes in Map Reading,
Rapid Wiring, Lewis Gun, Germen Light Gun, (Copy of Syllabus of Training is annexed.)
On the 28th. Major F.L.DAWSON rejoined the Battalion and was appointed to command temporarily.
Yolv. 30th.1917|. Strength:-26 0ff. 695 0 Rs. including effective but detached 8 0ff. 111 O ARs.
CAD
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NS | APPENDIX.
25th. Australian Infantry Battalion.
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ond. Yov. 1917.
SUMMARY OF TNTELLIGENCE FROM 6am. 2mk.NOV. to 2nd. NOV. 1917.

—— & B B - - =TT G TE. S - S i . - -

1. A patrol of 2 Officers and 20 0 Rs. left our trenches at
D=23~c=9=3 proeeeding in direction of D-24-¢-2-5 along main road
running E to MILIRARY ROAD. At junction of these roads D=24=g=4-5
is a dump of about 80 coils of barbed wire.
The patrol then moved along MILITARY ROAD but were fired upon
by M.G. from TABLE WOOD.
The aptrol then moved southwards to N.W. corner of CHINA WOOD.
An enemy listening post was encountered at D-24-¢-1-0. Immediately
they fired two red flares breaking into two and fell bask into CHINA
WOOD where the flare signal wag repeated. It was ggain repeated from
about D-24-¢-8-0 and then a light barrage (enemy) fell on S.W. corner
of CHINA WOOD, Several white flares were then fired from East of
CHINA WOOD.
Machine Gun fire from ANVIL WOOD prevented any furthur
reconnaissance through CHINA WOOD,
A furthur reconnaissance on return of country between CHINA WOOD -
; and Pill Boxes at D-24-¢-2-5 discovered ahout 100 Cerman dead also
‘an enenmy aerorlane badly damaged still containing body of pilot.
Light gune were ohgerved firing continously from direction of
EFFECT COPSE. i
The patrol returned to D-29-a-8-6 at 1-3%0am. '
2 A ptanding patrol of 9 Oﬁiﬁ. was established at D-24-¢c-2-5.
Enemy machine gun fire was observed from direction of TABLE
WOOD, No other enemy movement was seen. Patrol returned at 4am.
Hogtile Shelling:-
6-15am. Enemy barrage fire D-29 and D-28-¢ & 4 consisting of
778. and 5.98. lasting for 20 minutes.
llam. Phosgene gas shells in D=-29-c.
1-50pm. Enemy shelling D-29-a and D-22-a with 5.9s. 5
Aerial Activity:- '
Enenmy still active at times flying very low. Engaged by M.G. &4
L.G. fire. .
Balloong were observed from D-29-4-8-8. 104, 160, 140, M.E,
at HeffEx.12-40pm. at 71, 122, 126, M.B. at 1-50pm.
Enemy Movement:=-
Small parties were observed about 3 pm. moving in and near
. PASSCHENDALE CHURCH. They were dispersed by our artillery.
Miscellaneous: -
Tires were obmerved at E-25=d~1-9 - evidently a dump.
Also another fire about 2 miles away M.B. 130.
Redix Cross flags observed E-19-b-4~8 also over large building
in MOORSIEDE.
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(Sgd.) 1. PAGE Major.
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