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\1 __ TRANSLATION OF TELEGRAM FROU G.Q.3. FRANCE, dated 11/3/1916.

e —

CONTINUATION OF THE DPERATIOHS_IH THE VERDUN DISRICT,

—

5th Morch. The enemy made a fruitless attack between the
I;;;;*;;+;;UDRGMOHT and DOUAUMONT fort. The enemy bombarded,
to the West of the MEUSE, the village of MCRTHOMME and the
OIE hill: In the WOEVRE, HAUD IMONT and FRESNES were also
bembarded. North of VACHERAUVILLE our artillery dispersed
the enemy concentration near the woods of FOSSES and
LOUVEMONT .

6th March. The encmy artillery was very violent in the

Wodvre ; gspecially 1n the dirccticn cf FRESNES, and ﬁlaﬂ on
the West sids of the MEUZE. Aftey many vasuscessivl attacks
the Germans occupisd the wvil.ogs of WOR3ES. Their attempts to
debouch from the villﬁgelnnd advanes ggaimst the slopes of

the hill of OIE were fruscracted .

mth March. To the West of tne MAUSE che enemy, folleowlng
;;E railway, reached REGNEVILLE and carried hill 265. The
CCRBEAUX wood alsc wasg coptured and a porticn cf the

CUMIERES wood. At the end of ihe day cur lire passed by
BETHINCOURT , the high grourd near W - RT J ONME and the zlopes
of the high ground Southwest of CTMIERES wood. Cn the East
af the MEUSE the enemy gained a focting in the HARDATUNCNT
redoubt which wos immediately retaken. In the WJEVRE the
cermans occupiled FRESNES. A1l these attacks were puﬂhed to
the utmost by very large numbers, the enemy suffering

ccnsiderablg 1os8 .
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e repulsed SOME very violent attacks

g_’ph March «
against BETHIN

COURT, and WC rcecaptured the greater

directed
g woods; the onemy only

£ the CORBEAUX and CUMIERE
ation of the Eastern frin
gainst our positions Southeast

part O
peing left in occup

ge. ALL the

attacks that were directecd a

of DOUAUMONT foprt were also repulsed. We recaptured the

HARDAUMONT recdoubt »
We songolidated our

positlons in the CORBEAUX

oth March.
tacks of the enemy

g: and we repelled LWO at
7o the Bast of the MBEUSE the

uionT and VAUX sector,

and CUM ERES wood

o ecapture BETHINCOURT .

me very severe in the DOUA

fighting We
and all these Vvery

vioclent enemy & attocks wWere guccessfully

11lage of VAUX, but were
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f 1t ot the point of The attacks of
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driven out ©
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the cnemy,
.ndg the fert of VAUX, were

t of the hill, vvhicll © O

The 1.668 g i

the foo
; all of them beaten boolk. ctoo upon the enemy
g fightlirg wes & A QX MOUS &

in the course of this day’
vhen & Division in an

10th March. The Germons *hyew Twove

attack ageinsi the woods 2T CORRBELAUY. ara CTROTERED After many
checks ; and at the cogt of moe v forminnhle 102885, the enemy
recaptured the positicn thet we nad e eeupaed on the 8th of
March. TwWo attacks to the test of NCUATMANL gepe held Up.

that was belng organlsec agalinst
v the fort of VAUX was not

our trenches at

An attack
pe rmitted

the foot of the nill b

t,o develop.

To aum Up =
Pirsy @ oilnce the 4th of March the sitvation remalrs wnchanged
on the East €06 of the MEUSH - The cueny ai,ill occupies tne
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line North of the hill of POLVRE ~ DOLAIMONT -~ East
3 of VAUX - DAMI.OUP, The variations Iin the line, resulting
£1om- the- dadly-TAghting. does not make any great alteration,
In every cage the efforts of the enemy have been brought
to a standstill by our energetic deflence,
Second : The German attacks to the West of the MEUSE

have becn directed, without wcessation, against VERDUN.

They have been made under nﬂnditidns that are favourable to the
enemy and the advantages that he has gainoed are not altogetir »
gurprising. The village of FORGES stands 1n a swampy valley
and is very diffilcult to defend. It was not or*anised ad part
of the maln advanced position, and was only held by a small
force, Hill 265 became untenable when tlie encmy advanced along
the right bank and expoccd 1t to enfilacde fire. Drwing Lhe

= — N i 5] i pe iy,

courge of thﬂﬂu thrpe dmyﬁ ﬂf viﬂlent attocke, the enemy has

. i S
i el W

il — S - -\""—‘--l—r_

laa,mtraaps to thg equivﬁlent vrlue of an Army

P T e

P i
s i T —

Our trocpes now hold strong positions on the followling

From the high ground near MORTHOMME - CORBEAUX wood ~

CUMIERES woed, and the highest part of the hill of OIE. All the
enemy's attacks directed against this line have been frustrated,

and he has not e¢ven galned a momentary advantage.

2. THE SENUSSI FORCES IN THE WESTERN DESERT .

The following extracts are taken from the Cairo
Bulletin and give some idea of the Senussi forces on the Western
Desort. The statements were elicited during the eross-examin-
ation of (a) Jaafar Pasha, (b) of Yuzbashi Senussi Abdulla, bsﬁhﬂ
of whom were cqiureq{during the rccent engagement at AGAGIA.
(e). Jaafar says tﬁﬂmmﬂrale-ﬂf“thﬁ troops 1s excellent up to =

|

eertaln point
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certain point, but that they are undependable, eégpecially the
Egyptlan Beduin, to ecarry ou orders. The mechine~guns and
armoured cars are most feered; the Navel guns had a certain
moral effcet which has now worn off and arc not considered
dangerous. Jaafar 1s very biltter against the Hgyptlan Arabs who
can not be depended upon to hold a position assipned to them or
to obey orders.

The plan of campalgn at the start wes to have the forces
operating independently, one to go along the coast thence to
MOGHARA and WADI NATRUHN, the other through SIWA to the Oanses there
to stir up trouble in Upper Egypt while All Dinar rose in the
South., Jaafar was to lead the Northern Army. He did not think
perdonally that he would ever get into Egypt, unless the Canal
campalgn was successful nor was 1t any pert of the Turco~German
plan to do q&re than Immobilize in Egypt as lerge a force as
possgsible, ;

éayed Ahmed, though by nature a coward, hag severe
megalomanlia and sees in himself the Sultan of North and Central
Africgfand the Khalifa of the Arabs. Neither of those programmes
appeii to the Turks and they are naturally violently opposed to

i
thg’lattEr. Jaafar does not think that even within his own

imﬁediate sphere of 1lnfluence hls power 1is as great as 1t was
ﬂ;d ridicules the pretentious claims he now advances.

He conslders that Sayed Ahined has treated the British
shamefully and that he nevcr had any intention of keeping the
peace as soon as he thought he was in a position to move., He 1s
violently incensed against Sayed Ahmed who invariably left the
field at the first shot, taking with him an entirely disproporticns$@,

part of the forces to aoct as bodyguard.
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All the above information was freely gilven by Jaafar Pasgha

— T
-

- whe s8ecms very satlsfied with his present pcsition.
He hag, according to his own account, suffered
. cons iderable hardsgips owlng to want of focd and rest and great
anxilety owing to the incompetence and unrellability of his
gsubordinates . On more than one c¢ccasicn he has had to carry out
reconnaissance himself with only one orderly to accompany him
and has more than once narrowly escaped capture by our patrols
and armoured ecars. He was not very well Informed of ouvr forces
or intentions, We antlclpated a nlght attack on MATFUD on
25. 12. 15 by attacking him firsu, and though they wers
apprehensive of an attack at HALAZIN (nct HAZALIN) owing to
the aeplal reconnailssance, the first Information they had was
the appearance of owr force.
Jaafar not unnaturally exaggerates his difficulties
. and our numbers and depreciates his own forces, but he givass the
impression of speaking the truth and of belng a brave maa wiao
was8 alive to the dangers he had to face and prepared to fuli'lil
hils mission at any cost.
(b). Yuzbath i fernussi Aoculla is a Western Arab aged 18 years
who was edusaied ir a s:hoci at CONSTANT LNOPLE. Four mcotas
before hostiliiies he el GOWSTANT INCPIE on leawve to go to

DERNA . 16 came via ALEXANSRIA from wheve he was gonveyed by

Coasnguﬂ1J?5 cruiser to DATAA .He wag stopped at SCLIUM aud was
reéguesiaed 1y Saved Ahred Yo remaln and serve with him, which he
not- wawlliiiugly r:'LfI.cl;.

' Hz congiders the foreo at “AGAGIA in the engagement

of the 268th February to have been as follows:-
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Total force 1,900 at AGAGIA composed a8 follows:-
1000 Tripolitan Arabs divided into four battalions of
<60 men each under Jaafar Pasha.
I1st Battaiiﬂn Imodel or Numuna) under Senussi Abdulla
(prisconer)

2nd Battalion (model or Nunuma) under Taher Effendi,
(Western Arab)

Srd Battalion (Ordinary) under Senussi of Asbili,
(Western Arab)

4th Battalion (Crdinary) under Saleh el Senussi
(?@stern.ﬂrab)

(The first two Battalions are armed with Turkish rifles,
and the other two with Russgian rifles)

900 Aulﬁd All divided into four BRattalions under
Fawzl Bey. ;

1st Bﬂﬂtulion undep Iaﬁ911 EFf . (Turk)

end | Gotal WFP., [Turk)
ord 4 M “ HU.LEC . raveb (Western Arab)
dth M i Gea ey (Purk)
(Arméd with various riliza)
ated

ijPrisonarthat the 900 Aulad Alil were kept in reserve

and dié not take part in the flght.
o

4

Jﬁf At SCLLUM, in addivicn to the above there %,.000 111~
tralned levies composed of Tripolitan Arabs and Aulad Al1i.
All ﬁnder Tarek Bey and Guna Bushnay (Western Arab)

This brings Lhe total 5T73lgcl2 1o 2,9C0 of which
prisoner thinks 1,200 were Aulad ALi.

P'E“:LEO*"IL“ thinks 1t very cosiible that more men are
coming chw SIRT, JALO and GEDABIA ( South of BENGHAZT) but
they will re unbrained. Sayed Ahmed has the best troops in
the Army'W'th hi at SIWA. As regards othep information his

Btﬂtuhmﬁhtﬁ agree with these of Jaafar Pagha.
b
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CONFIDENT IAL,
No 45,
INTELLIGEDNCE S UMY ARY,

16th March 1916.
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GEBERAL HEADQUARTERS

MED ITERRANRAN HAPEDITIONUARY WORCE .

l. R.ZF,Ce RECONNAISSANCES IN SINAIL.
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l, R.,F,C. RECONHAISSAUCES OF SIUAT during tho weck 6th - 13th
inst.,
No 1 Section,
A meehine from 17 squadron reconnoitred NEKHL, 8n approaching
& smoke bomb was fired as an alarm signal. On arrival yg
the acrmplana'drcppad 100 1b bomb from 3000 feet above
ground, burst in middle of town, to left of large Mosque ;
effective, Dropped 20 1lb bomb from 3000 feet above ground.
Burgt just to left of middle house, of the three houses N.
of camel stobles, Was fired on by A.A., gun several times,
but was not hit. The reservolr u.:. part of town evidently
full., After dropping 100 1b bomb and ag long as NEKHL was in
slght con return Journey, could see elouds of smoke rising
from vhere bomb foll; apparently indicating that fire had
broken out. Could see no tents in op near the town, but saw
about 8 lines of 12 dark circles apparently old tent
8ltes, Saw very few men in or nesr town. Evidently all
under cover or away on patrml.' |

The machine returncd to SURZ safely,
For the rest constant reconnaissances a&_fhe area

establlshed negative results.,

One machine came down and was wrecked some 3 miles

S.W. of BIREL CIDDI but pillot and observer egcaped, unhurt,
and walked into ouwr lines,
| No 2 Section.
In the lmmediate front there is nothing to report.
A reconnalssance of HASSANA on 1l4tih @licited that @
distinet meral aseendency has been gained over the loeal
: garrlson, On the approash of the machine a large nunber of mor

and camels made for the hille to the S.E. and scattored,.

RCDIGT004691
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ma 20 1b bomb was droppred but did no damage ,

Fire from rifles and an antl-alreraft gu fire wao

maintained against the aeroplane, The reservoir, consegquent on
the bombing it has frequently experienced, 1s now being roofed
over with wooden planks (apparently). The Buildings (2) are
progresglng but slowly, arxl as a whole, there does not appear
to be much great change in HASSANA.

The reconnalssance of JIRJAFA on LOth March was met by
hostlle fire and our machine was hit several times, On 1lth
retalliation was carried out effectively, with 7 bpmbs, cne of
which dropped within a yard of the triangle which is apparently
part of the well-boring plant.,

No 3 Section,

The thickenling of hostile patrols in the KATIA district
has apparently died awap, and the situation 1is normal.

Congtant R.F.C. reconnaissances have observed a certain
nunber of amall partles of the enemy among the palm~groves and

1t is confirmed that the enemy are digging new wells at

MAGHRI3RA « 0 SEIFIG, and probably also at EL ARD and SALMANA.
Several'camecl onclosurcs" and struchires with canvas
roofs ( presumably not for comels as camels thrive better in the

open) were also observed South of EL ABD.

2.  SITUATION IN MACEDONIA, The menacing attitude of the Bulgarians
towards the Grecks hgsfbecmmﬁ increasingly marked, and information
has been rececived of affrays with Greek frontier posts, where
Bulgarians have crossed the neutral zone.

Greek troops were hurried up from the 6t Diviesion at
SERRES and two Greek reglmentc and 500 3&11ﬂra are now reported
te be in re~occupation of the fronticr posts, East of DEMIR HISSAT

R - o
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The eonecntration of troops in the TANTIR dlstelet
continues, and ascoiding to desertors! reporta the German
10314 Division arrived cowplete on harch 4th Woat of DOIRAN
relieving Bulgarian €roops waQ moved basts  There has baon
on Laerease of German strength on the lrontler, aphd it appoars
that o:ly the 106th German Division remains with tvo o
nogsibly three Bulgarian Divisions an the Rowmanion frontier.

If this information is tc be relied on 1t may indicate
the erpectad forward movoeiment by the vlgarians upon RAVALLA
at an carly dute. It ic also significant that they Germans
are eble 10 kecp trocps on ihe Greok frcniicr, and to employ
them in action that may probably cawse Grecce to join the
Allies at an ecrly date,

The effect of VERDUN is perhaps already eaus irg the
cneomy uncasinagss, nnd:%mraing him to try ard oblain 2 success
olsewhere, oven if it be but the defcat i Greok troops, 1in
the DRANMA-KAVALIA. dlstrict.

From 21l sowess of information there appear 1O be the
fecllowing Austro-German Lroops co-operating with the Bulgarians

on the Anglo-Freich fr(‘n'-"u,,(inc luding ﬂlbania)

IN ALBANIA, The 5Yih and 59th Aug rian Divisicn.

Fonwding the 18th Army Corps.
The 47th, 53rd ocnd 534 Avsirian Divisiona

forming the 18th Army Corps.
The 13th Aray Coerps 1s also reéporied O De at SCIOTARI with the
7ih Diviel on. Ten to fiftoen thousand Albanlian irregulars arc
co~oncrating with this foree which hos for fte objective the
Italtan Army at VALOHA.
AT MONAST IR. E:am{; Austrian Cavalery end the German 146ih

R o —— e g i

Infantry of the 10ist Division.

MONASTIR to0 GEVCELI. Remalnder of 101st Division ~ Regiments
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45th and 59th, 201ist Field Artlllery Regiment and 10lst
Foot Artillery Battery. |
GEVGELI-DOIRAN, 103rd German Dividion,composed,of 32nd =~

P — e

71st Reglments and 11l6th ResCrve Regiment, having as 1ts
third Battalion one battalion of the 85th Landwehr regiment,
the 205th Field Artillery regiment and 103rd Foot artillery

Battery.,
Two Cavalry regiments belleved to be the 23rd

Dragoons and anothcr regiment of the 3rd Cavalry Division.

DOIRAN-STRUMNITZA

The Alpine Corps conslsting of iive German Infantry
regiments, so far not ldentifdicd. Some Bavarlan unlts are
thought to be part of this COorps.
¥ANTHI dlstrict. Two German Infantry regiments, one

pregiment of cavalry (unidentified).

Throughout the lime there are various German and
austrian artillery and technlcal troops.,

Reported to be on the Macedoninn front, but not
loecated - 5th Uhlans, 6th cuirassilers, 3rd Jaeger Battalion,
50th Infantry regiment, 12th Ersatz Reserve, 84th Rescerve
regiment, and the 22nd Riflc Battallon,

The 106th Division is on the Roumanian frontler; and.
the 11lth Bavarian, 256th Reserve and 6th Divisions are all
now definitely located on the Western front,

The German troops in the GEVGELI-DOIRAN sector are busy
improving the trenches and defenslve works. For the present
there 1s no sign of any encmy advance taking place from
this dircction,

. The faoct thmt troops have been recalled from the
Rowmanian frontiecr indicates that the CGormans no longer fear

any immediate action on the part of that country.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO04691



page 261

The nurber of German troops in the Balkans 18 clearly

not sufficient to kecep the Bulgarians in hand and to threaten
Roumania at one and the same time. The discontent of the
Rulgarians has posglibly forced the Germans to maintain thelr
maximen strength on the Greek frontler, but the number is
1nsufficient to warrant any attempt to expel the f.1llegs from
thelr position at SALONIKA.

The German Staff are therefore at present devoting all
thelr attention to perfecting the defensive lincs along the
Greck frontiler. This scheme does not have the seme attractlon
to the Bulgarians as it dces to the Central Powers since that
defensive position will have 1o be cecupied by the Bulgarian
troops, who now feel satlsfled with the conquests they have made
ancl dhiefly thé cdesire to be relenged from military service and
made froe to return to thelr farms. There 1s however in the
Bulgarian Army a strong section who feel that Bulgeria's claim
to KAVALIA should be satisfied at this time, It 1s questionable
wvhether the Germans will be anxious to give their support to
this plan, which, if it does nothing else, will probably resu 1t
in the entrance of Greeee on the side of the Allies, At the same
time, the Central Powers, knowing the present condition of the
Greck Army, would not hesltatc to violate Greeck territory &f the
Bulgariens would auksequeontly agree to carry out the German polic
It must be the intention of the German Staff to contaln the Allicere
at SALONIKA with as few German troope as possible, and 1f tho
Capture ¢ Cavalla will satisfy Bulgarian ambltlon, the consequen.
entpance of Greece may ensure that the Bulgarian Army will remaln
on the frontiler if.anly to defend the newly acquilred territory.

greece may thercfore find that her pollcy has earned nelther the

thanke of her Allles nor the regpoct of her Allics! enemies.

------------ 4 & 8 B 5 E B BV 4B RNV
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SITUATION IN TURKEY.

L Reports have regently come t0 hand indleatlng that a
belief in a pessimistic situatlion in Turkey ig unwarranted.
The Government 1s stated to have the sl tuatlion
woll in hand, and there 1s going to be no revolution or
disaffection on any large scale., Financlally there arc
@ifficulties of course but the morale of the army,~ tho mgin
thing - remains high. |
In.the Caucasus, no fresh hostile formations
have a8 yet been located bty our Allles in the firing line.
The capture of BITLIS has accounted for stores and
ammunition in scme quantity but not for many fleld troops,
sc that excluding the E4th'ﬁ1vision.which was captured
practlecally en bloc 1n ERZ?RHM the Turks still have the
remains of Divisicens 17, 18, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 56.
27 wherewith to fight. Of these the 36th waes driven out
of BITLIS: and Halil Bey's force cf 22 Battallions
(1ncluding probably the 13th Division) 1s now, by
prisoners reports, scme 20 miles South of MUSH.
The gituation in Mesopotamls remalns unchanged.
The presence of the 2nd Division in this area lsrconflrmed,
and prisoners believe that portions of other regiments
| which followed the 2nd Division from Burope turned North,
; eithor towards the Caucasus or possibly towards KAANIKIN.
There thus remains loeated In this area the Turklsh
Divisions 2. 35, 38. 45, 51, 52,
In Arobila the exact dispositions of Divisions
f 21, 22, 39 and 40 arc known In detall.
I ' | There has been a generel exodus from South
Syria. The R.N.AsS. rcports indloate but few troops. The
oznd Division is located by regiments in Sinal, and there
geoms to bo about onc division in BIR SABA. In view of the.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1004691



% pﬂgﬁ 264-

fact that 0.C, BIRSABA is BAGHET, who commands the 3rd

Division, it 1s possible that this 1ls the 3rd Divislion.
Divisions B and 8 cannot be accounted for, but there may stlll
be one Division ( say 44 ) in the JERUSALEM area, and 41 Iin
ALEXANDRETTA . As rogards SMYRNA and the Anatolian coast, the
naval bombardment 1s apparently having an effect and no
movement of troops away from this-area is indlcated. Divlslon
48 1s in SMYRNA district. The whole of the 46th Divislon had
not arrived on 2nd March, though portlons were there; and
similarly, only 3 battalions of the 49th Dividon had, on that
date, arrived, thouzh the romainder of the Divislon was
expceted.

There is no news of the move of the 27th Divlslon
from the Asiatic sidc of the Dardanclles.

Very fortunately some men and an officer of thc 26th

{" Division were blown out t0 see from SUVIA towards the end of

B

Febrwry, and came to shore on LIMNOS where they were captured.
A detailed examination o the officer elielts the fact that
about the mlddle of February there were on the Peninsula
Divisions 9. 11, 24, 25, 26, 42 and pogsibly others. The men
agree as to the large numbere at that time there, but are not
able to confirm the presence of any division except thelr owme
the 26th.

Rusgian sources have added the 7th Division to this

nunber,; and 1t has been stated that 7 and © were moved out of

the Dardanclles towards end of February. A treveller frog THRACE
adds, on 13th March, that 7 and © are now up at KIRK KILISSE,
and together with 8, compose the III corps. This may be pocdble
1f we accept Calrotls view that the presence of 8 at BIR SABA
was never very definitely established.

A
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As 10 24, 256 and 26 we have mver had any definite nowe
and 1t 1s quite reasonable t0 suppose that they may still

be on Gallipoll,

42 has recently been reported by Russian scurees of
unknown reliabllity to pave moved from the Dardanelles to
SIVAS, and the same source also reports the 43rd as having
gone with 1it, The 43rd was tentatively, in the absence of
definite news, located In Syrla, its plase of formation:
but if we accept a report that a Division destined for the
Egyptlan front had been brought back to HAIDAR PASHA, there
[ 1s a poss billity of the truth of the 43rd having gone to

SIVAS vfis. ESKISHEHR. But the statement should be trcated
with reserve, at any rate for the present. Pogsslbly these are
the 2 Divlisions which were reported by the Russlan G.8. t0
have arrived at ANGORA in company with the 10th.

The presence of the 1llth Division 1s news and 4s hard
to roconclle with the various reports that placed 11 with 12
at KONIA, whenec they were reported to have proceeded to the
Cavcasus. Dut the 12th has beeﬁ also reported by an agent to
be st1l¥in Europe and it is thercfore posd ble that a mistake
in the 1ldentity of the 2 divisions which were at KONIA has
been made. Further information willl be eagerly expected
regerding these two divisions as well as regarding the 2nth
about which there are alsc many conflicting reports.

For the rest 4 and € are belleved to be in THRACE
together with 14 and 16, 49 and 50 are still in CONSTANT INOFPLE .

Of the remaining two Divisions of the Turkish Army, the
15th and 19th are both repcrted to be en route for the
Caucasus, though neither has yet materlalised on that front.
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2. METHODS OF THE GERVAN OFFENSIVE AT VERDUN.

German
Fhe following account of the recent/attacks in the

VERDUN reglon has been recelved from the French General
Headquarters: « 27/2/16 at the War Office .
The 18th Corps attacked on the evening of the
; 2lst February in the region of the BOIS DES CAURES., At
the beginning of the engagement i1t had four regiments in
front 1ine - the 81lg » 87th, 1l15th, 117th « as well as
two regiments in reserve - the 80th and 116th. Tt may be
assumed that theso two regiments were 'engaged durlng the
attack of the following days, Prisoners belonging to the
80th regiment were taken on the 24th February,
The 18th Corps appears to have attaaeked b:rm
in linz, each division keeping a regiment in reserve.
From the little Information which has been gathered
about the 7th rcserve corps, it appears p: obably that the ..
_ whole of this Corps was eéngaged on the 22nd February on
= the front HAUMONT ~ BRABANT., According to a deserter of
the 57th reseprve reginent, thias regiment appears to have
been In reserve to the division on the lef't (13th Reserve
Division),.
On the 23rd February the whole Corps was angaged in
the attack on SAMOGNEUX. It appears probable that the 7th
Reserve Corps attacked in the same way a8 the 8th, viz,
by divisions in line, with a regiment in reserve to each
division, and that it put all its regiments int.ﬂ"t.he fight
on the following day.
On the 2lst February the 3rd Corpe put into the
fight in the HERBEBOIS arca the 6th Division, and one
regiment (12th) of the 5th Division, The two other regiments

-
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of the 5th Divislon were avparently in reserve., The plan

of attack of the 3rd Reserve Corps eould, therefore, not
have been the same as that of the 18th and 7th Resorve Corps.

Up to the pmaant.‘na prisoners of the 15th Corps have bee:
reported. There 1s therofore no proof that this Corps took
part in the engagement. It 1s however possibie that certaln
of its eolements were engaged in the dircction of ORNES.

The 5th Corps whilch appears not to have been engaged
during the 214 , 22nd, and 23rd, put elements of at le'aa't.
the 10th Reserve Divislon into the fight on the 24th of
February,.

There 1s no fresh information conserning the 192nd
Brigade.

To sun up 1t may be concluded that the attacks of these
last few cdays were carried out by four caorps which were
supported by very powerful artlllory, The method of attack
appears to have bheen as faollows :-

L very heavy, although relatlively short artlllery
bambardment on all parts of the French line which were to
be the objects of attack, for instance, the whole length
of the BOIS d'HAUMONT and of the BOIS.DES CAURES wes
bombcrded over a depth of 100C metres, DBefore attacking,
the Germans sent out strong offlceors' patrols (50 men) tc
the French lines in order to ascertalin the result of the
bombardment .

The attack 1ltself was carried out in suocessive waves
about 80 to 100 metres apart. Fach attack had a definitely
1linited objectlve vhere 1t was to stop; further progress
was t0 be earriled out by the wit in reserve.

The Infantry had recelved orders not to persist Iin
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| attempbing to overcome obstacles which had not been

% destroyed by the artillery,
Every party which had come to g stop wae to

> walt for a fresh artillery bombardment -before advancing
| again, =

To conclude, the following principle seems to
nave been observed: to use ths Infantry as 1ittle as

posdble and to rely malnly on tle artillery,

SRS S CCESEECTCSCSSEZS=Z=asE>=

~¢

L
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1. _EFFECT @@ TH< BOMBARDMENT OF SMYRNA ON Fekruary 8th and 9th.

AT KARA KAYA Battery No 16 four shells burst near the

battory but fcll short. One cameged one of the ammunition

"W—-ﬂ"' - N —
-

storecs of the barbedte on the Bast of the battery. If it had
exploded fifty yards to the West 1t would have done

) considerable damage ,
At ST, GEORGES a coffce house and ammunition store which

contalned about 25 casos of rifle cartridges were destroyed
* and damage done to several bulldings. The ficld kitchen with
| ~ all utensils as well as tho swrowwing bulldings were
degtroyed.

The telephone stetion and part of Hamdl Bey's
hous¢ anc offlce in vhich the plans of the mine-fiecld and other
plang are kept, and situated b&low.hattery No 16§ were
destroyed .

At IENDEK onc of the undcrground passages and scme of the

mmed e Em—

trenches protected by barbed wire were destroyed.

1he CASUALTIZS suffercd were: soldiers killed, about 100:

wounded about 200, Horses 30 or 40 killed: s flock of gheep
destroyed,

- Durlng the Lombardment the gunners were kept at
thelir posta but were conslderably demorallsod,

Orders have been recelved from CONSTANT INAPLE
forblddling any person to leave the omyrna distrdet by sea, as
owing to the acouracy & the fire the Milltary Authoriiies

e belicved that passengoers had supplied information as to the
positions of the pguns.,

On ‘the 23rd February the effoet of the bombardment
was ¢

'ﬁE;EURLn, the Greelr schocl, which wes used ag a barraciks s the
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Greek Church and several housos were destroyed.
BATTERIBS No 13 and 17 and HENDEX SEARCHLIGHT, No 21 and
DYNAMO were not damaged.

The underground chamber No 22 scontaining rifle
cartridgos and gcveral trenches with barbed wire entangle-
ments were damaged.

In BATTERY No 14 one gun and ammunitlon store damaged,

A number of shedls were flred at a ‘ﬂmll cottage in a vine-
yerd about #00 yards 1in front of the battery but there is
nothing of militury lmportance in this bullding.

In BATTERY No 15 throc shellls fell in front of the battory
but did no damege.

In BATTERY No 16 elght shells fired at this battery exploded

rizht under a 9 inch gun in the centre barbettc and damaged
1t (?) the pun.

In BATTERY No 20 one § 1lnch gun wes damaged.

In the SEA FORT the North West side 6f the fort was destroyed

,/ and ccnsiderable damage done to the Southern part: many shots
_,"* fell short, The amnmmnition for this fort 1s reported 10 be
gteorad ne&a:r- the mosque behind the fort. Several shells
exploded near the barracks and mosque but only did small
damage »

On the 1l4th Fcbruary the German acroplane which had
beeén to Long Island returned., Several shots fired by the Brltis
had struck the car and wings of the machine.

Of the bombs dropped by the '*French aﬂrﬂp]:ﬁ.neﬂ st
Pf.;gradisﬂ on the 171;11 February, one fe;;ll 03 metres and the other
400 metres from the Germen machine. The German aviator removed
h:l._é Wella gun and fired on the aoroplanes from the Grand Stand.

i
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2,  INTELLIGENCE FROM SMYRNA.

i ——

The German Wirelees operators at
DEVELIREUI have been prelleved of thelr codes and all
messages received are now sent to the Smyrna Headquarters
to be decoded by the General Steff.

Froma reliable psource 1t 1ls reported that
1.800 men have becn plcked from the 48th Divislon and from
the reeruits in training In Smyrna and have been sent to
AFIUM KARA HISCAR for the Caucasus.

The 10th Division which was wder orders for
Smyrna for rest and rcorganisetion, wes inspected fy thelr
nevw Q0.C., Topal All BEY wlo rep:::rt‘%a:d the man fit for
gervicc, The 10th Divislon wes the#eupon ordercd to the
Cauvcasus, They conmenced to locave c:gonatantinﬂple for the
Cauwcasus front on 3rd February. .‘:

3.  THIRRROGATION OF A TURKISH GFFICHR_;&}PTIIEEIID AT LEMNOS,

- R e s e e g el e —— —— b

s b e e e E————

Kokred Fehrd, con of Ssiri Lffi, Lieutennnt.

Lged 21, a native of Conatantinople, now serving
in the 76th liachine Gun Company of tke 7éth Reglment, 26th
Divislon, 6th Arnmy Corps. 3.

Stetlored at LERETCH TEPEP Headguvarters of his
Division at TCHAM TEFE, nnd that ﬂfI the Army Corps believed
to be at CHAIAK.

| Givea the following axplafna't.ion of hlas prcsence

A wepty of four mon in aismall punt wore cngaged 1n

| romoving the wood from a piler at BUYUK KEMIXEI ISKDLESSI

(North point of Suvla Bay) vhon a sudden aquall of -wind

blow thenm out to sca. Ho and four othor man vere seunt o tholr

regoue in ancother punt but fowul themsolyes carrled away

by the wind and werc wisble to gebt back, Thls happened about

1 pans They drifted along all night and all the noxt day and

landed in the evening afier about &6 hours in the boats.

During the night two submprines wore sighied.

All the man gave the same’ explanatlon, aad insisted
on thc fact that thoy wore not deserters. Most of them said
thev kmew nothing about handling an car, and after trylag some
+ime to pull back tc the shore gave up and folded thelr arms
gxpocting to be droumcd, ! , | ~

The Diviasion next to the 26th on the Penlnsula was
the 11th. Othopr Divisicns on the Eurcpean side were 9th, 24th,
25th, 42nd, Thers may have Deon more.

-~
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The Officer gave the following furthsr information.

He had been on the Peninsula for sbout three months, Before
that he wag stationed in ADRIANOPLE, Was 1in regerve when
the evacuation of Suvla tock place. Belleves there about
100.A00 troops still in the Peninsule including a large
aumkor of Jermans and Austrlans who man the wmost of the
guns and machine guns.

Guns of 24 c¢/m gnd 18 c¢/m have bteen mounted at

Food 18 pood and plentiful and the pay regular.

A large stock of clothlng has lutely arrived from Austria.
There 18 an ample supply of ammunition,

Machine guns were brought to Turksey 1n submarines.
This was told him by the 0.C. hls Company.

They received very little news But had heard thet
heavy fighting was in progress in the Caucasus. He had not
heard of the fall of ERZERUM. Two items of necws recelved
lately were that a Frénch dreadnought had bcen gunk off
HATFA by a Turkish submarins, and vhat a British aeroplane
had been brought down in the Turkish lines in VESOFPCTAMIA.

then in Constantinople about gilve months ago he
had seen ten subtmarines lying in the Golden Hornm.

Had a brother in the Turkish"Navy vho had been
trained in England.

Could see hinsclf that the Germans are using Turkey
as an Lustrument to serve his own ends, but that uss not the

general apinion of his comrades. All are however tired of the
Ve

G.0Q El?tﬂt ‘

i

Suvila .

From an interropation of the men, it appears that the
76th Reglment 1s composed of Arabs. The Kurds were from ﬁ
Lebowr Bettalisn, temporarily attached ~ Ono of them sald
he Velonged to0 the 6th " ISTHKTIAM" of the 26th Division amd
it is doubtful if this means the same labour battalion ag the
other mens. ISTIHKIAM uwsually means R.E. and the offilcer's
explanation of there being a 6th R.E., Battallen with the 26th

Division was that it vms a'new orgnnisation".
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4o EXTRACTS FROT ROMMANIAN YRESS.

i g . s il B R e B iy il ik s 8 3 g R —

Extracts from Roweanlan Press dated 7ih March,

JOURNAL PALKAN. Pormisslon hag been pranted to export

[ WU Sy

6000 trucks of salt to Turkey in return fon cthor gocds,

-r'-"_-\.ﬂl.- - —

Rourania has pharmaceutleal materigls and

creseings for army requiroments for 6 years,

o,

Bulgarie ls making an inventory of all mines and
mineral water supplies in newly cocupiéd territory.
EPINCA. 8C) of the Rowmanlan Army 1s now on the Austro-

e —— e E,

Hungarlan and Bulgerian (?) fronti p,

T
i

dorman suecesscs at VERDUN would change Rounanian
views and Gove I.‘m:mnt .
ADEVARUL. At CITRIS (unidentlfied) the magazine fcpr the
supply of the Varna end Burgas garrilscns has been blovn

Gp .
Large supplles of amunition from Germany had

‘lately errived at the magazinre.

Vany Bulgarian and German deserters are arriving

dalily in Rownania.

A ——— T el BT E T W T e | R ) om o e ] Sep—
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= CONPFIDLETIAL,
NOo 48,
INTELLIGENGCE SUKMMARY.
19th MARCH 1918.
y GUNFRAL HEADCUARTERS,
MEDITE ORANEAN EXAPELITIONARY FORCE.

Lle Re Iy (4 RECOUFATSSANCES IN SINATI UP TO 18. 3e 16,

Do Ti ATTACK O Tt VERDUN S:ALIENT, WITH COMMENTS
BY THE FRIUNCH Go Qa4 Go
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1. R. Fo Cs RECONNATSSAHCES.

Hﬂc 1 Eﬂﬁi‘;iﬂ!‘l-

Tho onemy hawve been able to get our wreckod machine

away e

An Dxuellént series of photographs of NEKIL and sur-
roundings Wwas taken by a machinc of No. 17 Squadron.

The roconnaigsance reports: -

"1 only saw ono tent and about half a dozeon Arab
"ahelters scattored about. People ran out of NEKHL
"as soon as they saw mo coming. Wihen I passed ovor
"+he town the first time, there was no one in tho streets,
"and T should say not more than 150 people running about
"outside. The big tank Horth of the fort was full, and
"there are apparcontly ssveral swmall tanks under the wall
"West of tiiy big cistern, one of which has overflowed
"and is flowing out into the sand West of the wall.
"Therse were trenches along tho GEBEL EL GHARRA, N.W.
"of NEXiL, and gunpits. Tn tho old gunpite trenches
"atretched intermittontly from THILMET EL THAMAMAT to
"W. EL ADAM, and across tho WADIS EL ARISH - ABU ALYANA
"and ABU TAREIFIA. I did not see any trenches in the
"WADI EL ARISH North of the town.

"T thought thero wore much fower troops in HEKHL
"than had previously been reported.”

(GeHeQe NOIE., An agont today roports only 1 Turkish Officer
and 20 Turkish soldliors in HEKHL. There is apporontly a
big decorease in the local garrison).

In No. 2 Soctlon thers is nothing to roport.

In No. 3 Sootion it is apparcont that the enomy's patrols

in the nighbéurhond of BIR EL ABD have been strongthened.
Signs are not wanting that the onemy is thinking of making
a permanont stay in the neighbourhood: fresh wells aro

being dug and huts are being eroccted.

e AR e St e S AR e SRR SRS At Rl S i e A R dede dedi v it .

2. SITUATION IN MESQPOTAMIA.

—

LONDOE. 16th March. Officiale

\
Gonecral Laks reports that the column sont onithe llth
liarcihh to drive out tho Turks from advanced positions they
occupicd on 10th Masrch bayonstted a considorablc number of

Turks and then withdrow with 2 Officera\and 50 man prisoners.

L
|
]
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EUPHRATES LINE.
G. Oe C. NASIRIYAH roports that his punitivo moasuros

of the 9th February have produced an axtraordinary good
offect on the tribes.
The Shawolat, Qaraqol and Bani Richab are all now

reported to have joined Khayun againat us on tho 7th Febe.

Roports now speak of 12,000 as having beon engaged against
our force on that day. The Tiguro is high and in grest
oxoess of Gonoral Brooking's own egtimato. But if all
the tribos, as reported, warﬁ implicatcd thoy could have
musterod 17,000 and 18,000 mon.

LIZHEER Bey is reported to havo paid compensation o
the Azairich for thelr village burnt by us on 9th Feb.
Also to have issued ammunition to that oxponded by the

tribosmon on the 7th Feb.

TIGRIS LINE,
OCorps estimate the onemy strength on lef't bank at and

in support of tho HANNAH position as betweon 10,000 and
11,000. This reduction of 1,000 from our estimato of

12,000 is thoy think due tO casualties from sicknoss and

dosertion,

RS L ERL KBt Kb bt b EPROR IR PRREUTIE L b B sl Dy

%, THE ATTACK ON THE VERDUN SALIENT .

Further information concérning tho German attack on

the Vordun galiont is as followas-

(1) FRO¥T OF THE INEANTRY ATTACK.
The original front held by the units which took part

| , in the attack extended from tho WEUSE 4o just north of

LES EPARGES, a longth of about 27 milds.
The infantry attack began on the oond Fobruary on the

Gorman right, from the WEUSE to KERBEBJIS. The front of
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attack was extonded on tho 24th Fobruary to WARCQ and on
tho 28th Feobruary to MANHUELLES.

(1i) INFANTRY DISPOSITIONS ON THE EVE OF THE ATTACK.

The Germen linc, from right to leoft, was hold as
follows: =~

THE MEUSE.,.,

13th Rosorve Division, VII R. Corps (14th Resorve
Division in roscrve),

XVIII Corps (2 Divisionas).

1II Corps (2 Divisicns).

XV Corps (2 Divisicns). (V.Re Corps in rcsorve).
Bavarian Lreatz Division, and

oth Landwolhr Division.

Thoe rogimonts of the V.Re. Corps had beon relicved somo
days bef'orc the attack by tho VII R., XVIII and XV Corps.
Bach rogiment of V.R. thon formed at leoast ono storming
battalion from its bost mon, and thoso battalions woro
idontif'icd, from the 24th February onwards, as roinforce-
ments to the VII R., XVIII, IIT and XV Corps.

According to prisoners, tho 192nd Brigade was in
regsorve to the north of VERDUN, and mon of the 113th Divi-
sion woro said to have beon soen in roservo in tho FRESNES

arca on the 24th February.

(iii) DEVELOPMEKT OF THE INFANTRY ATTACK.

The 2lst Fobruary.- General artillory proparation,
particularly intensc on the front of tho XVIII and IIT Corps.
(Strong officors' patrols woro sant out on the front of
theso corps during the night of tho 21st/22nd Fobruary to
find out tho result of the bombardmont),

The 22nd February.- Infantry attack by fivo divisions
from the MBUSE to HERBEBOIS.

The 23rd Februarye.- Rc-organization of the attacking
units, resulting in the regimonts which had becn in reserve

being put into the line.
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The 24th February.~ Renewal of the attack by the five
Divisions, supportcd on tho 1loft by tho sntry into the fight
of the two Divisions of the XV Corps on the front MAUCOURT -
WARCQ.

The 28th Fobruary.- Tho 5th Landwehr Division, which
had already come into action on ths 25th Februaery in follow-
ing up tho French recarguards retiring to the "HAUTS DES
MEUSE", was roinforeod by the Bavarian Ersatz Division,
which attacked on the front RONVAUX-MANEBULLES.

Th: lst iMarch.- The 1l4th Resorve Division, VII R.
Corpas rclicved the 13th Reservo Division beforo this dato,
and was idontifisd in tho fighting on tho POIVRE hill.

The totnal rnambsr of divisions identifisd in the fight-
ing 1is therefore 10, reinforeccd by apecial battalions from
two othor divisions.

Of these 10 Divisions 9 had ﬁeen resting for a con-
slderable poriod, the XVIII Corps since October, the VII R,
Corps, XV Corps and ths Bavarian Grsatz Division sineo
Decomber., Tho 5th Division, III Corps, had not fought
gince the French offensive in Champagne in September 1915,

and tho Oth Division had been resting since its return from

Serbia in Docomber. (? January).
e e e SR 2 e 20 2B 20 a e SRt 2 T A e e e e IR Sk S e

With reforence to the aﬁova the following further
notes concerning the German offensive havo beon recoived
from the French Ge Qe Gog=

German opinion seems to be doprossod and disappointed
that the gailns attained in Verdun are not more in proportion
to the losses that have bcon sufforod. Proof of this
is afforded by the offorts that are being mado by the

German General Staff to endeavour to induce the country to
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‘ | boliovo that it was tho Fronch who took the offonsive.
The number of doscrtors who surrendered in our lines
P in tho dayas beflore the attack largely incrsascd, and from
their statements it appoars they wore told that the nbject
of tho Gorman attack was to capture Verdun and compel
France to concludc & soparate PCACO.

Dogsrtera also declarec that the German offlcors, to
oncourago troops and improve thoir morals, used to explain
tho invinecibloe theory of tho pfopnnad attack, which was to
oxtond over a period of 10 days. Tho artillory preparation
would be 8o effective that tho Gorman troops would be ablo
to advancce against Verdun as 1f on p&fadﬂ.

The Gorman Govornment still appear to bslieve that tho
attack on Verdun mey yet be brought to a successful ocon-
clusione Gormany has set all her hopes, both military,
diplomatie and political, upon this result. A failure
would be conaidered by German opinion as a great disaster.

A report of a riot taking placc in Berlin at the
beginning of laroch, which had to be dispersed by the Police

using fircarms, has becn receivod.

- L] " '] L] Ll
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1. SITUATION IN MACEDCNIA,
2 TURKISE FPRESSH EXTRACTS .
% . INFORMATION FROM TURKISH PRI® HERS CAPTURED
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s SITUATION IN MACEDCNIA.

Thepe is no change in the position of the enemy

in Macedonla .

=k A — T

The two German "reconstituted Divisions” 101s%
and 103rd arc engaged in lmproving the Bulgarian defenslve
works . A French report states that a German Infantry
battallion engered DOIRAN on the 17th. Two companies
continued their march in a South desterly direction and
having crossed the frantiﬂr came undcr fire from the Greek
Gutpasta. This report at present lacks confirmation.,

peserters glve some Interesting reports of the
Gorman troops. The 103rd Division 1s sald to be aboul
11.0C0 strong. The three regiments thatform the 205th
Brigade, Commanded by General Auer, are the only infantry
of the Division. Bach reglment has an attached company of
six machine guns, and each battallon an ettached "mountain
detachment" also of six machine guns. Besides these
artillery units orgoenised for the requirsments cf the
country the 13th reglment of mountain artillery of the
4th mountein group is with this Divieion in additlon to
the five fleld and two heavy batterdies of the 205th
Artillory repiment. |

There 1l only one reriment, the 122nd,
cusrding the Vardar line grom NISH to GEVWUELI, the rest
of the 105th Division belng ;n pogition on the Roumanian
fronticr,

of the 101lst Division the 59th and 45th
Infontry regiments are 1in the Vardar valley district, the
Headquarters of the £0lst Infantry Brigrde being at
BOGDANCI, BEast of the river:

the 146th Regiment propoably remains at H

HMONASTIR until reliceed oY the Alplne Corps when 1t may
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ve expected to rejoln the rest of the 10lst Division

in the centre.

The Alpine Bavarlan Corps 1s now reported to

be in the VELES-MONASTIR aresa. There are no further detalls

regarding 1ts compos it ion beyond that it 1is composed

of five regiments thought mostly to be Bavarian., The 2nd
and 3rd Ravarlan Reserve Jaegers are reported, and various
machine gun detachments.

The ordinary rgcruits of the Prussian Or Saxon
armies cculd not be readlily driéilled ﬂr.organised for
Alpine work. The Bavarlan 114h Division (21st Brigade)
composed of the &rd, 22nd and 12th (Reserve) regiments,
was combined with the 105th German Division to form the
4th Reaervelﬁorps in Serbia. The 1J1st Dlvision has now
been incorporated into the 4th Reserve Corps posslbly
releasing the 1llth Bavarian Dlvisilon to form the nucleus
of this Alplne COrps.

It 1s sald that the ages of the troops forming
the 4th Resorve Corps range from 17 tn 4D, Many of the me:
belonged to the Landsturm, and after reing rejected severa.
times for active service, were taken to depots for three =
months tralning and incorporated in these "reeonstituted
Divisions®? It is gquite clear that the Germans relied more
on the moral support that these serman troops would have
than upon thelr fighting efflciency. The German losses i
Sepble are said to have beon ‘naignificant, and the whole ;
campaign is loocked on by the iermans in the light of an
"oxcurdon party'. The Bulgariais did all the fighting once
the Danube had been forced pF LOSE achlve and good reserv

German Dlvisions aow agald w4t the German Army ih I'ranic.,
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8 1n Macedonia are not likely

These German trqp
_t.c:- inspire the Bulgarlans Jany high hopes of their
valuable co~operation in an attack on SALONIKA.

It 1s easy to understand that the chief iInterest
of the German Staff must be to place the Greek frontier in
‘a thorough state of defence, and to induce the Bulgarlans
by the promise of future galns to hold the Allles contalned
In SALONIKA. The many reports of Bulgarlian discontent that th
Germans were . treating Bulgaris as conquered territory appears
to ve based upon fact since prisoners state that all goods
are requisitioned on slght and only paper money is used for
payment .

Difficulties in tansport seem still to rendexr the
supply of the afmy difflicult and the roads about VELES are
reported to be in a deplorable conditlon. With troops of this
type and the Bulgarians growing tired of the war neither
Roumania nor the Allies neéd fear any violent enemy offensive
unless the Goermans and Austrlans adopt the polley of with-
drawing additicnal troops from other theatres.,

2.  TURKISH PRESS EXTRACTS.

ﬁUPP}IES; The stock of wheat in ADANA 1s exhausted

and. attempts are being made to obtaln supplles from EREGLI,
KONIA and NIGDEH.

Flour 1is at present cheaper than wheat owing to
the fact maximum prices for sales of flour hawve been fixed
by the guthorlitles. .

CONSTITUTION. At a well attended sitting on l4th February

the Chamber voted a further restriction of its authority by
an amendmont of the constitutional law empowering the
Government "in case of need" to order a disoclution and

re=agsembly in four months after new clections.
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At the same time the Chamber veted that
. members 'salaries be increasocd Fran£T300 to £T520 per session.
The Chamber probakly thought that it was as Impossible to
‘reduca its authority as to increase its pay.

RECRUITS. Moslems and non~iioslems of the 1312 (1896~7)

class are to report on 18th February with winter clothes and

five days food,

OFFICERS. Twentyfive midshipmen have been sent to Gerinany

for training in the German Yavy. [
: E

FIHANCE; On 1l4th February the Senate passed the Bill unde;

which £T 7,240,000 of notes are t5 be issued instead of 3
ET 6,000,009,
9 15th February the Chamber discussed the 19187

budget which was given out ug follous :-~

ixpend Llture £T 39.700.p020
Revenue _“Eﬁlgpﬂ.?DO
Deflcit L1714 .7 00 ., 000

\

Y

1t wes proposed to make up this deflcit by \
(1) Increased tax on spibits and new taxes on the fullewihg:&
Clgarettie paper, matches, playlng cards, sugar, pﬁtréiPum,
tea and coffece.
(2).Treasury bonds, temporary advances, current accounts dnd

logans .

¥ THFORMATION FROM TURKISH PRISONERS CAPTURED BY THE FRENCH .»

Informetion from two prisoners captured off SAIDA (through

Freneh sources ).

At SAIDA no troops ~ trenches only, a little way
inland, At SALIHIYE (near SAIDA) 4000 troops with German Officer:
Great Distress at SAIDA, pcople dylng of starvatlon. Along the

coas8t there arc small poats of redlfis, as formerly.
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The "Canal Army" is returning to Jerusalem and

Damascus .
76 mines were raised by the Turks from Beyrouth

harhour: the work was done by divers who cut the anchoring

e wires with files.

The submarine that came to Beyrouth was seen by one
of the prisoners: 1t was about 6) metres long and carried

two guns. It lay up under the -Ottoman Bank.

I}_HHH Wty r b A i a1 g Lt
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1. TURKISH DISLOCATIONS.

In Sumary N¢ 46 cof March 17th and in the
first 1line of page 264 it was statcd in error that
Baghet was Commandcr of the 3rd Divisiocn. This should.
have read 23rd Divislion of course, but other evidence
places the sccond Division on the Sinal front as belng
the 3rd, so that, the general deducticn of there bcecing
two Divisions,the 3rd and 23rd, remaeins good.

These are all that remain. The others,
43rd and 44th and pcssibly 5th have been drawn off North
and 1t 1s stated that they are to proceed tc the KHARPUT
area under DJjemal Pasha tc re-infcrce the Turkish right
wing. Thé?}%gil pick vp 41 toc, from ALEXANDRETTA, cn thelr
way. Local cpinion in Slnal states that they have been
drawvn North to repcl an English invasion of Syria.

No infcrmatlon has yet been received from
our Russian allles as to the arrival of any fresh forces
on their front: nor is there any change in Arabia, but the
Indian Bxpeditionary Fcrces in BASRA are of cpinion that
ancther Divislion has arrived at RAGDAD. It will be
interesting to see whether this 13, after all, the 13th
Division. There 1s no change 1n Smyrna as far as is known.
The arrival of the remairnder of 49th from Constantlinople
ls not yet reported. Taree Battallons only are located 1
S, GEORGES but we may presume by now that the rest have
arrived, leaving in Constantlnople, whence the 49th came,
the 47th and 50th Divisions,

The 2'%th Dilvision remains apparently at
CHANAK and 42nd and 4&rd are reported en route to SIVAS
from the Dardaxlles. 1D has leen reported scme tlme ago

a8 having arrived at ANGORA, 1l5th en route.,
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T
’
On Gallipoli there romain still 24th, 26th,
26th .
ﬂ Tn Thrace the presence of a Corps ccmposed
3 of 7th, Sth and 9th Divisions is confirmed from another

pagsonger, but there is no certainty yet that thls informetion
1s correct. We may alsc believe 721*5ra56nue of 1lst, 4th and
6th, 14th and 1l6éth in this area, #ut lack of information
as to their movements elsewhore . |

Hoavy trcop movements have been reported
through LULE BURGAS for three days priocr to 17th 1nst, and this

may portend the movements of some of these Divislcng ¢
another point.

As regards the other pDivisions,conc = -ing
which there 18 even a greater slement of doubt, the locations
cgffgth and 20th 1is still uncertein., All have been reported
or are telieved to have been en route for the Caucasus.Similar)
the 19th, but reports arec to hand from Greek sources which._
indicate that 19th has never left Europe.

H_-;—-—a—-l--q—-‘ﬂ-h—l—ﬁﬁ——n—r-—

2 EXTRACTS FROM GREEBK PRESS. iACEDONIA" (Venidélist).

e Rl

It is reported that Portugal will send
an army to the Salonlea front, receiving compensation in the
form of a large grant of German colonial territory.

About the middle of next week two
serbian regiments are expected tc arrive £rcm CORFU; they will
be stetioned at VASILIKA., The refugees Committee has ncotifiec
Britieh H.Q. that 2000 refugees are willing to be used for
various services of the Allles.

Bulgaria and Turkey. Athéns 12th. London telegrams corfirm
The serious differences between Germans and Bulgars which

nave sprung up. The former unatle to place an army in the
Balkans to attack the Anglo-French, insist that the Buvlgars
should do so with their full force. Tho Bulgars, fearlig

the Allted Army and the attltude of Greecce, refuse. Ferainand!
pesiticn 1s seriously shaken and he 1s afrald 1o return 1o
Sofis . Athens 12th, News from Constantincple states that the

T ——— s
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Armenian volunteers, who have formed themselves into

corps and accompany the Russian Army, are taklng revenge
for the Turkish atrocities and slaughtering the Moslem
population. The Greeks often Intervene with the Russlans
and save the Moslems. The Pcrte is thinking of requesting
the Ecumenical Patriarchate to ask the Russians to have
pity cn the Turkish population.-Athens leth, Cecnstantinople
telegraphs that Turkey will hurrledly send to ANGCRA the
' Army of Thrace and Smyrna and the Sea of Marmora and will

N call up all those liable to service In order to stem the
tide of the Russlan advance. But tefcre these forces
arrive the Russilans willl hsve selzed all the strateglc
points, will unite with the Britlsh and willl rcach

ALEXANDRETTA .

~ One morning lag week proclomations were found posted

in the strects of Constantinople; insisting on the perll

of the Empire and urgfing the people to turn cut of authority
the Young Turks and Germans4 These posters were at once
selzed by the police, all printing offlces have been
searched and numerous arrests have been made.

SERBIA. Athens, 12th. A @reek just returned from Serbla
Feports that the Austro-Germans have collected the Serbs

who are capable of bearing arms from 16 years old and

upwards and eonfined them in a Hungarlan town, The Austrlanc
treat the Serbs very well, thinking they wlll retain the
territory they have won. Thoy have appointed local
demarches, speelally chosen from among the Hebrews. It was
stated in Sortla that Austrla and Bulgarla had fixed the
Morava as the frontier between them. Relations are very

strained between Germans, Austrians and Bulgars.

-H-_—ﬂﬂ--—ﬂ_ﬂﬂﬂ-"“-—-—
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Ee SITUATION IN MESOPOTAWIA.

B e

Information from Russian sources shows the
Turkish forece which was defeatcd near KERMANSHAH to have
bcen composed of odd battalicns from the 2nd, 45th, Blst
and 52nd Divisicns,
A MUKATTAM telegram states that Gensral
Aylmer has begun & goneral retrcat after the attempt to
envelope ES. SINN. The Turks clalm to have pursued and to
have reached the British feortificd pcsition at JEMZIR HILL.
The following notes on captured Turkish )
trenches were complled by an off'lecer and Sergeant of the
Black Watch.,
(1) Turkish trenches - About 6 ft. deep with
fire step traversed every 8 yards, paradces about same helght
as parapet. Dugouts hollowed out of sides of treneh and
covered with waterproof ghests. A little timkter was seen,
tut no corrugated lrcn. Therc appeared to be a support line
atout 300 yards b@hind.frcntllina.
(11) Ccmmunilecaticns., - On the Turkish right
there was a ummﬁunicaticn-trenah lcading back tc support
line, No other communication trenches were noted, bul there
was a pranp line inte the front line trenches about every
geecnd traverse.
(1i1) Otstacles. =~ There wes a bérbed wire fence
3 ft., higzh about 327 yards in front of the Turkish front Linc.
Two stroands on wooden poled about 10 yards apart. As far as
could be seen this had not bteen cut vy our abtlillery-fire, but

"l

it offered no serious obstaclcs. A
(iiii} Machine guns .- There were two,machine gung

in the trench. One we werce atle to use on the Turks, the

other wes out of crder -~ We disabled them both kefore lea#ing

the trench,
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(?)Bﬂmba.n We tock up about 30 btombs, cane-handled
\ pattéern. There were soveral missfires. The Turks appeared
to have any amount of spherical cast-iron bombs with a
fuse which was 1it with a match and burned fop about seven
scconds . Every Turkish soldier appears to carry one of these,
for one was found in every pack €Zamined ,

We blocked a traverse on our left but not one on
our rizsht.,

(VL) General.~. Thore was an officer on the parados
of the treneh with a revelver ( we thought he was a German)
apparently keeping the Turks in the trenches.,

A8 far as we could see, our anilllery fire had had
no effect on the trench,

A polltical officer reports on 18th March that |
spoeakling generally the attitude of certain tribes West anJ

North of the HAMIMAR Lake has lately becomme more hostile. i
Enemy agents have Leen busy among these tribes and appﬁarftﬂ
have met with some sunéeaa. Friendly Sheikhs have warned éh@
political officer that mattors mizht come to a head a;anyftime,
and that our points at HAKIKA, SUK, and SAFHA juncticn wnald
probably be attacked, in which case armed river stecamers ;uuld
appear to be necescary, ;

In private letters dated 14th February General ‘
Broocking speaks of the tribes in NASIROYAR district be ing
very unsettled, he says that the situation resembles thai of
last Septembor only is more aggravated, all €yes being t&rned
tovards KUT, . i

He does not congider however that these tribes would

melkc any seriocus attack, execept perhaps agalnst a retreéting

b |
¥
!

force.,

%
l‘;l ‘.l-
[
8
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Roports state that the Arabs cxpeet the Turks to
rétire from SINN at any moment owing to shortage of
suppllea, and that the Turks intend bringing a forece down
and forming a camp cn the North side of the HANMMAR Lake

The enemy's strength, régulare , below BAGIDAD
ls given as 30.7200, This report ls probably fairly
rellable,

Our estimate of the Turkish strength at HANAH ~

SINN - SHUMRAWU on léth Februsry 1916, is as follows:-

< 4000 35th Divigt -on

2+ 100

4,000 45th Divislon
4,000 blgt b
6.600 56Znd "

2,000 Gendarmeric
2,000 MNMounted Brigade.
5.200 Drafts arrived BAGIDLD first half January.

7.500 2nd Division
1,700 Estimate of rejoincd casualties (SHURRAN)

1,220 EHstimate of vrejoined casualtics ex SHURRAN
(i.¢. from Baghdad on 9th Febryary)

37 + 000

Lot

Deduct casualtics
6th,7th,8th Jany.

" 14th Jany.
21st Jany. 8.500 ;

©8.800 Reckoning ncne of the 1lst Div.as having arrive

1.000 Deduct on account of typhus and othen vastage .

&7 .500

S sk g
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o . WHSTERN DESERT INTELLIGENCE SUMARY, from 15th to 21lst

e S PR L Emr v S ma—

Mﬂrch 1916 "

& OLI UM vas rc-occupled unorposed on l4th inst,

The enemy haﬁing hurrledly left BIR WARR the previous night,
after destroying all amunition thet it was not found pogsible
to pemove., The ermoured cer division cgught up the retreating
enemy ¢n 14tl, inflicted heavy casualties, captured all the
guns and mechines guns and destroyed all the supplles cf
ammuniticn that vere belag taken West. The agsistance cf the
motor road to DERNA was cf great agsigtance in this raild, but
the poad would scon cut up under heavy trefflc. Many hundreds
of Peduin with their familiss and belongings were passed before
the enemy wes recched and 1t 1s evident thot the cccupation of
Sollum in forece has finally arrested any further activity in thi
arca

NURI is belleved to have gone South to join
SAVED ADMED and the advance of re~infcrcements from Tripoll
18 also reported, but such a fcrece could n ot arrive for scme
cons lderable timc anc so far the Tripollitan as cpposed 10
the Cvronaiean Arabs have not shown any remarkable readliness to
move for away from thelr cvm arces

By a brillliant dash to DIR HARIM AKDAR, 120 milc
weat of SOLLUM, the armoured cers succveded In regouing 91
survivors of I.M.8, "TARA" and "MOORINA" who were in a misérablc
condition through want cf foodm clothing end medical comf'ortis,
Nuri has cxpressed willin;neés to allow supplies to ke sent the:
by us and the kad falth of Sayved Ahmed 1ls suffleiently shovm

. by the fact that he kept back a letter from General Maxwell to

Nuri on thic.
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subject and also stated that owr prisoners were to the
West of JAGHBUB,obwviously wilth the ldea of causing ug to
believe that they were out of all possible reach.
In the South Sayed Almed is vadolisly reportecd to be
-ﬁr at SIWA, GIRBA and en route to the Oases, which, with the
i oxception of KHARGA, are according to the latest information
t sti1ll occupled by the eneny. The total Southern force
does probably not reach 3.000 lneludlng Beduin and the
inhabltante In SIWA. According to JAAPAR Pasha the plan
of campaign in the South was to threaton the Nile valley
and dend support to a movement further South agalnst the
Sudan. The proportion of Turkish Officers with the Scuthern
supnlies
Forece is small, the " for any conslderable force or
period insufficient, and the objective difficult to reach
unobserved, 80 that a withdrawal to SIJA or even farther West
to be nearer supnlied from Tripoll and CYRONAICA 1s not
imposs iblo .
The rescue of our prilsoners has deprlved Sayed
Ahmed of a trump card in any peace negotiations he may

attempt to cpen.

L
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l. SITUATION IN TI® BALKANS,

i e T e, | g i i

contrary to expcateitlon it gppoars that the

demands made by the Centrel FPowers oua Roumanla were
v mocerate s Informution frum Buclored coufilrms the
lopresgion that the Germans were determined to zain a
- decislve wilctory at VERDUN, and allowed Rowwnia to

wnderstand that the result of such a success as they
anticlipated would be to render any Allisd operutions
later in the year Impossible, gither in France or ithe
Balkans, The intﬁrventiani;t party lu Réumunia also
belleve that the Central Powers weroc surprised st the
attitude of the Roumanion Govermuent in adopting so
firm « policy, and were not preparcd to face the risk of
600,000 Roumanian trocps being throwmn into the scale
against them.

The fallure of the Germans and the gtoady
pressure ¢f Russlan troops cn the Austrian positions in
Gallcla gre having thelr effoct., The Roumanlan Govern-
ment however free they may feel from the danger of the
menace ¢f the Central Powers will at any rate delay

talzlng any part In the war until the Russian offﬁnﬂivé

I | 12 viell advarcoed,. : 11
The succege of Gencral Ivanoff and the Russian

E?uthern Army continues. By forcing the Austrians back

Jﬁﬁf@ﬂﬂ the Dnlestor and occupylng the high ground at
ZLILGZCZYKI the enemy positlons commanding CZERNOWITZ, 28
miles 1o the South, are rendered still more insecure. At

this time of year the snow tkhough thawing 1s still lying

\n.

decp In all the Carpathlan passes. The Germans have

‘eeglsted the Auvstriens In inproving thelr communications,
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but it is more than doubtiful vhother the Austrlang can rely

on any furtler support Of German troops. Tiae Ruaslans will

encounter a series of strong positions before the lineg of

the Pruth can be gaincd,

2 reecording to recent Intelligence the efficlency of
tie Austrian troops has suffered as a result of a winter spent
in tronches a§mldst most severe weather condiilons. The
Roumenian and Rusalan Govermments are now in cloge accord, and
the eoncentration of Russlan troops 1In Bessarabla will e the

. most satisfactory reply to the threat of Bulgarian and German
troops on the Danube.

"The Bulgarian Covernuent have expressed no desire

i 1o stteck Roumenia, and the Central Powers appear to recognlse

| thet 1t is by diplomatic rether than militery methods that

Roumania can be lnduced tc maintain her present attitude,

Graece is understood to be on the verge of
bankrﬁptcy, and having falled to get help from the Central

Povers she is now trying to raisc a loan from the Ententes

The govermment have proposed to alter the positions
of the CGrecl troops in Thrace on tho plea of asslstling the
Allies. The position of the prescent Government in Lthens 1s
most unetakble and the Venezellst partiy are urging the immedlate
demobilisation of the Zrmy and a complete understanding with
the Allies which would rcsult in a sclution of mest of the
difficultles.

Bulgaria has now occlled up the remalnder of the 1916
claos, and continues to permlt men of over 45 to return to their
farme . Under German supervicicn the Serblan prisoners are being
emploved in sowing erops both in Serbia and Bulgarin. The German
are reported to be showing the Serblan poasants every consider-

atlon beilny amcicuve at all costs to get as much produce from
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their cceupled territorles as pﬁﬂﬂiblﬁ; With
characteristic thoroughness the latest agricultural
machinery hes been scnt from Germeny and the pcasanis
provided with transport feeoillitics on the net-work of
pollways that heve been mede., Only papor money ls in
circulation. This is but one of the many instances
thet show the anxiety of the Germans to retain thelr hold
on occuplcd territory bDolh {n Poland, Belgium and tae
Balkans by impressing f@pcen the cilvilian population the
cqually efficient character of the oivil administration

as of the military organisation. The methods employed

by the officlals and the hide bound regulations that

form part of the system cause cpcat individual discentent
in the Government Departments of these new German territ-
ories, The people tired of war and dreading a second
campaign over their soll may welcome a system of Govern-
ment thet would be an improvement upon what they
previcusly were accustomed to and which would save them
from the horrcrs of war., This is part of the German scheme
for weakening the offensive campaign of the Allies, and ror

retaining under thelr control the rcsults of thelr-victoriles.

2.4 PRESS EXTRACTS ON THE SITUATION IN Tilll BALKANS.

The speclal correspondent of the "RERLINER
TAGEBIATT" in Athens forwards an account of an interview
with the Greek Prime Minister 1n hlg paper.

From it we may learn that M, SKOULOUDIS 1is of
opinion that the CGreok netiocn has behaved like heroes, and
that the ﬂllied_accupaticn of Salonika 1s a positive
nightmare to all Hellenes. "7e hope and trust" declared
the Prime Minister, "that Germony will insist that Bulgaria

shall never violate Greek integrity. Otherwise troubles
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might arise, But in ARy oase o world will neven se
¢ us

departing from neutrality, vhatevep miy arise’l -

tote :~ The telepnrs
(Hiote The telegraphic Suwmary of the above intecrvicwy

1 Berlin reported i, SKOULOUD IS was
of opinion that he

f a8 published 1»

would soouer sce the Bulgarians in
Grecce than the Alliles,

Fxtracts from ocensored telegrang,

Journal du Cainrc.

o e rh A
vervian Legation in Atheng denies that there are

lations fop g Sarbu—ﬂulguriun_pe
At ANRAM .

negot -
ACE o

In the GEVaR
GEVGELI sectob French and German patrols are in

congtent contaet,
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