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L " go off . .1 .. soon made the angle too

big,ﬁﬁd.oﬁerlappad the Batt:lion on our Rkeft, the Battelion.

on our right akso overl:ipped us. ! ] .
5. An order to retive was passedaround Irom BONC Wknov
souree, and though several of the offlcars are Xnown uo

na e tried to make the men go on, the retircment hecame gens-

ral and it wad not till the men were some 200 yards irom uhe

sriginal starting point thst the movenent wag checioddly -
™ ‘? wona aniBared - SocritBirsy: o the arlpinsl trenchel” 2260
" i i L o - = e | = - e . ﬂ -..-.h- ‘
8. A number of nkn gps Indo she eeny front trenches)

'. . - o .‘f“
before the order to rétire vae heerd . Few of the enemy

were encountered , a few men report they were in the eénemy

gecond line,
7. Only a couple of michinc guns were noticed in the front

line, numerous others were behind 11, Bonmbing cravers
were encountered and bombs were throvmn from them Trcely.

(Signed) F. B, CARESS, Captain
I. 0, =26th. Bn,
o

Signed¥X G. A, FERGUSON LT,
' ( sn GOL,
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AP END&( 3
- ",  REPORT OF ATTACK CARRIED OUT BY 26th. BATTALION A.I.F. NIGHTOF
g 28th/20th, JULY 1016,

”\?v Four waves had lined up in advance on tramway at 11.10 p.m,
The casualties up to this point were very slight - approximately 6
While waiting to advance there were indications that the enemy had
hie suspicions aroused as he sent up green flares as early as 11,42
p.m.and kept flares up incessantly from that time. Evidently there
were hostile listening posts well forward of enemy first line, The
fact is bourne out by the number of dead found in NO MAN'S LAND
subsequently .

At about 12.8 p.m., while the troops were moving steadlly forward
to the point from which the assault was to commence the enemy opene«
on to them with rifle and machine gun fire',a big proportion of which
was too high to be effective, |

When the assault was made the troopse encountered first a number o
advanced posts, connected underground and later a shallow trench
lightly manned and only partly protected by wire entanglements.

While approaching this position the attack became somewhat confused
in that the whole of the troops veered to the left, and the left of
the Bn. on our right became intermixed with our, Company.

The waves too disappeared and the men went forward in groups owing
to the rough ground and enemy shell fire,

Each of the four Companies, however succeeded in getting isolated

ups a8 far as the entanglements in front of the second line and a
§§:yman actually got into this position. Ingeneral they found the
wire intact- and retired because the line was so strongly defended
and partly because there were several reports that a general retire-
ment ha dbeen ordered,

The left of our troops came in contact with the 83rd. Bn. digging
in in vicinity of juntion of rocads at X 34 C2% 6, They immmediately
set to work to continue the trench towards the right- but were ordered
by me to withdraw as I congidered that such work was quilte unnecesgary
since the position wee aprroximately 500 yards from the firet objective.
After eetifying myself thet only lsolated portione of the front line
were held by our troops , and that the An. on our right had been to \

| withdraw I sent an order to the remainder of my Gommand to wvacate
| poeltions occupied and assemble In.vieinity of Chalk P1t.
| Commmilcations wita Companies proveld difficuli, The telephone lines
were cut early, and the majority of the Company Slgnallers became
casualties, We were forced to use runners freely, There were no
communiecations with the Artillery, and no Artillery lLiaison officer
reported. o

It is ny oplon that the atitack would have been more successful

(a) if the Artillery preparations had been more complete

(b) if Unite had had no doubt regarding direction,

o
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