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g Z7th__AUSTRALIAN _IVFANIRE BATTALION, 2

3 ,.. MARRATIVE NP 27th BATTALION, A, I P, Pror 16th DEC. ta 24th DEC,
15"'th %ﬂﬁ“her ﬁt E' % n.m, the Ba_tta'linn mafched nut nf itF hil18ts .
4 at MEUVE EGLISE to RED LODCE where it was nrovided with 3 haot med

Pram the con'-ers at 3,45 r.rm, At 4.% p.m., the Battalinnm
enmmenced tn nass HYDE PARK CORNER in the “nilnwing order -
Battalinn Headquarters.
lnl Cn?"‘.'"’aﬂy .
"M Company
e 'A' Company
'C' Compan
and were 211 on the duck brards by 5.20 n.m, with distances of.
°00 vards bhetween Corpanies and 100 yards hetween Platoons.

The 37th Bat talion, A, I1.F. weee relieved hy the 27th
Rattalinn with 'B' and 1D Coys on the right and le®t of the

Pront line respectively, 'A' Cay in Sunnort and 'C' Coy in
resorve. -The rolief of the front line was comnlete at 7.20 ».m,
and the %7th Infantry clear of the Sector at 9.30 n.m,

' Teather: Conld, fine bhut hazy, and calm,

Tark:  Mos. 5 & 7 Post which had beend estroyed by the
enemy ann vacated by the 59th Infantry were re-establlshec o~
the nirht nf the 15/16th and nccunier by detachments of 'B' and
' Companiea,

Inery Attitude: lothing unusual occurred.

T e i

€ a,m., 16th The 6.0.C,, 7th Inf.Bde, A.L.F. arrive? at Bn.H.Q. at
tn 7.45 a.m. and resonnnitred the front *ine frnm the Sunrort Line.
6 a.m,, 17th Mir nlanes vere active over the enemy's lines ohserving at

Necerher. intervals during the day, and were engaged vith enemy A.A. &°
b O B One machine wasseen to fall but whether nurs ar enemy
va8 nnt discernable,

"aymal artillery activity was disrlayed by beth-sides.

Enery ''.G'S, estimated three in number, n-nosite our 1eft
frant gomnany nnened occasinnally with shert bursts.

\ ~atrn]l nf 1 Sgt, and tiree men went nut at; 6.3 pum.
tawards TARNRTON and discovered some thick wire in front of the
snemy nnsition at U.17.5.8.5. Patrol returned at 11,30 p.m.

~ The following wnrk was nerforred during the night :-
"n,7 Pngt revetted and duckhnarded. x
"n.8 " lengthened and rartly duckhnarded.
M. "  deenened. - \

Iicht =irine was mut nut in front of the left carhany.

A rarty of 60 men dug a dra‘n 70 yards Tong fror surnort Trenca
tnwvards SUNFEN FARM, e

Retween 9 n.m, and 6,90 r,m,, 'A' Coy relieved 'D! Coy in
the 1eft nf the frant 1ine and the latter comnany foxmes. the
Su~nort Por the next 24 hours.

No casualtied eccurred, | _ |

A party of the 25th mattallion were wnrking on ULTIMO AVERUE
Prom 5, 90 n.h. Tn 10 p.m, | | e

6 a,m,, "7t~ a The situation was normal thwoughout the day, oY Cay e
tn relieved 'A' Cay. nn the left front, hetween 5.3) ~.m, and
€ a;m.y "8tk 6.%0n,m, and the latter comnany weni into supnort apala. !
Neoamher, Turing the afternarn our 'nlanes were active over the
enemy's 1ines, nften Plying low and using .G, The eneny A A
and .67 anened nn the 'nmlahes hut without any visihle effect.
Our H.G's fired intermittentﬁ%nthrnuphnut the night n3
susrected enemy 1, G, nngitinn, Some enemy I.M, and V.G, fire
7as dirscted on tle Surpar Refinery during the night bhut without
dnins any damarge.

. .
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APPENDIX. 19

e |
(2) |
Nns. 1, 2 and 3 Pnsts wese duckhonarded, 4 and 35 nosts
with revetments and duckhoards. No.5 ran mut a T head for
.G, position and wired gan in front of rnst. 6, 7, 8 and
9 Pnats duckhnarded and further wired.
A Working Party was detailed to cnmnlete the drain from
Support Trench to SUNKEN FARM, and excavated a length of €0 yards
in the Sunport Trench ready for revetting.
6 a.m., 18th The »~nsition w28 gulet throughout the day. A Patrol of
to 1 Set. and 1 man went nut hefore day’ight anty took un a

€ a,m., 17th nosition in 2n old ruin to ohserve the enemy front by daylight.
“Decerher. The natrnl returned at 7.30 n.m. and rerorted the Spinney well
- wired and concertina -rire in rear of it. Two M.G, positions
~. were 1ncated in rear of the =pinney., The enemy wire was also
rerorted to be rretty thick along mnst of thig nart of his front.
The natral was fired unon as they were returning but no
casualty occurred.

Mur Aircraft were active durini the day over the enemy 's
trenches and were engaged by enemy A.", and M.G, fire but
without any visible resilt.

| The artillery shelled sunrosed enemy T.M. nositions
and rendered them silent during the day. They however anened ur
again at night. n few Cag Shekls were thrown over our rear
during the night. :

"A' Coy relieved 'D' Coy ~n the left front between 5.30
and 6, ) n,m,

Casualties : 6175 Pte. WORLEY, W.},, 'B' Cay, slightly
wnunded anq evacuated. |

Yorks : Nes. 1l and 2 posts work comnleted, 4 and 5
iraroved and Purther wiring in Pront. 6 and 7 Purther wired
Nn. 8 nost extended ahout 20 yards towards No.9%and further wire
rut out.: Un.9 deenened and further duckboarded and wired.

Sunort line extended 90 yards at denth of 6 feet.

6 a.m,, 19th The Front was generally quiet excent for Cas Shells
to which —ere exchanged hetween artilleries during the day and
€& a,m.; 20th night. The enem{ sent about 4C Gas Shekls over the back area at
Decemﬁer 9,30 a.m. At 5,15 p.m. he opened un agaln, and immediately .
| our guns renlied vigorously with similar shells. A”ter midnight
we sent more Gas Shells into WARNETON and the hack areas. |

Cur aireraft were very active in the forenoon over the
enemy's front and drove back his machines well behind his lines.
_ thﬂeﬁmegn g.ﬁﬂFn.m. and 7 n,m., "C' Coy relieved 'B' Coy
in the Right Coy Front of the front line. the la "
eoing into Reseive at PEOWSE'S POINT, g T SO

Between 6 n.m, and 7 n,m. the usual relief of 'A'- Coy by
'D' Coy tonk rlace on the Left Coy Front. .

The Normal XM.G. activity was displayed by both sides.

Turing the night the enemy used his new tyne nf Gas Shells
throming them in the vicinity of Bos. 7 and 8 rostsf from the |
direction of the SPINNEY and SPINNING MILLS. o damage was
done, the troops adjusting their Gas rasks until the breeze
had “ispersed the fas. These shells came with a considerghle ru
roar ant exploded #ith a loud noise, very similar to the

. hlnenggrfgr. e - '
n _ out midnight a thick vfist settled down ave
L 1imiting visibility to a very short range. e
_ Vorks: - The Posts on the Left Coy Sector were further
improved and eommunication trenches Sstarted outwards. lore

wire was put nut in front of the rasts on the left and
po~ts Purther ;mnrnved. 1 v

to SuSRRRRTE LARE: 15 men formed Carrying Party from Rail Head
: | | | ;

e — = e ——— -
i L - —.'-_-_ ¥ a - - - - — ——— -'—l———l——| -
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APPENDIX, o0 4

0 4

(3) 4

and 20 men dug 60 yard® of the nev switch from ULTIMO AVENUE .E

ta the Su~rart Trench. . A

6 a.m,, 20th The day was eold and misty, visibility being reduced
1o to abnut 200 yards.
. 6 a.m,, 2lat The front was ouiet throughout the day. A reprort was

Necember received in the afternnen from the 0,C, of the Left Coy that
it was considered that Cloud Gas had been =ent over between
11,15 n.m, and 3 a.m., Prom the direction of TARNEBTOHN. At 8 p.&8
this was confirred by the 0fficers who had been on duty at the
Posts. Our artillery directed some fire on the SPINHEY during
the evening and Gas Shedls about &,30 ».m. on TARNETON,
Several of our M.G's rave bursts on aur Pront at various
marts nf the enemv's line,
Mur seouts recnmibitred the "eft front towards 7ARNETON
between © p.m. and 0 p.m, and reported ™ A1l quliet ™.
The mist would not pemit of observation of the enemy
Pront during the day.
The usual relief nof Companies on the Left Front tnok place,
'A' Coy F“iﬂg‘iﬂtﬂ the front 1ine and 'D' Company going inte

Surnnrt far 24 hours. | |

qork: Purther wiring in front of Yes.4 and 5 nosts
on the Right Cay Front age alsn in front of nosts of Left Coy
Sector,

A rarty of 1 0f%icer and 25 O/Ranks 7ired a belt of
- 120 yards towards 18th Batta'ion on our right, wiring the
interval betwveen the twn mattalions. Party of 1 0Pficer and
80 n/Ranks carried waterial from Railhead to Surnport Line.
Casualties: Nil.

6 a.m., 2lst. The enemy fired sbout 70 Gas Skells into PLOEGSTEERT #00D
| tn during the day.
L6 a.m., ?2nd. hur artillery (Howitzers and Field\ gave occasional bursts
necomber, nf Pire, A %ew MINNENWERFERS were sent nver nur front line
°rorm the direction of TARNEION, WICART MARM and the SPINNIRNG MILL
Petween 7 and 8 p.m. some 4.5 shells frop our guns fell
aronest an enemy Vorking FParty and caused ther tno disnerse.
_ At 8.90 p.m., our artillery was particularly active for
10 minutes and Fritz sent u» a laree number of flares A8 2
result. The rmist was heawy throughout the day and observatinn
ﬁractégally ni%. r:ETEipht visibility imnroved.
e enemy g 2 e TAS comnarz v i
e nirht. ry raratively quiet throughout
: A matrnl of 1 Cnl, and 4 men went out at 3 n.m. from
U.H?.h.?.ﬁ, t~ ohserve the river bank and sax Lo narties of the
?ﬂﬂmy viring en the nnposite hank, They were zbout to turn ther
M. G, on them shen some of our shells disrersed the rarties '
Visihility had been good nwing tn Prast and moonlight. and the
scnutgé not havlng white clnthes, returned to the trpﬁcéeé |
" fh;.ﬁf engnj alreraft arpear te have lost their ﬁireéti;n
il F as they steered an eratie course TVer our rosition
| for 3Em? ﬂlnutan_at about 1000 feet and then went nfrp anﬁargntl
E - @ southerly direction,  The machines could not be seen b '
d vere recnrnised by the sound of their enrines. i

The enld was not 8n int J .
olss: S tense durin

Work = '1' Cay ~
- rut out 4 rolla of'wire in sdv:
Ti g : : . sfivance of No
nnat and & sheets nf iron for revetting lns, 8 anq 9 ﬂnaiqﬂ -

'-H.' ‘hﬁb!.i'l (] y
. cng:z fg ) Ted E“_.en for © hrurs to revet Surrart Trench,
Lis of barbed wire were put nut in front of Left Coy Sector

=
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| %5" % e APPENDIX, 3
R _ 21
? - (4) .
& a.m. , 2°nd The day omened fine and clear and resulted in considerable
to aerial and artillery activity. The enemy 'nlanes were

6 a.m,, 2%rd.nartienlarly vigornus and observed all day over our lines and
Necemher. rear., The front 1ine received considerahle attention from
enemy 1.V, bhatteries but no damage was done. A considerable
rarty nf the enermy wvas nhserved working in the vicinity of
V.7.e. and V.15, b, at 9.5 a.m. and the artillery were asked
tn direct their “ire on them but they failed to de so although
the party was still there at 12 noon.
The usual re ief 0of the comnany in the left front trenches
was effected between 5 and €.50 n.m,, 'A' Coy relieving 'I' Coy.
A patrn]l of 1 Sgt. and 8 men went out at 2.%0 a.m. from No.'
3 nost moving alang the river frong toeards WARHRETON, An
._ enemy worting rarty —as heard on the orpngite side of the river
| hut their wnrk could not he seen in the darkness. The nztrol
returned at 5,15 a.nm.
fork: Lateral communication between posts Nos.4, B,
6 and 7 and 8 was comnleted and nrorress made towards No, 9.
The nararets and fire sters in these rosts 7ere alan imrnroved.
sun~ort Line: Party of One "fficer and 38 0/Ranks was

nceun’ed In revetting and duckhearding 50 yards of the Sunnort

Line,
6 a.m,., 29rd. _ Our artillery showed normal activity during the day.
te Visihility irm-roved considerably after nonn, and 2 large
Sna.w.h ’4th  numher of 'rlanes flew over the enery lines until it
Jecerher, 728 ton dar® tn nhserve. Enemy anti-aircraft runs were very

active, hut it did not drive back our 'rlanes, Enemy 'nlanes
attacverd but were driven back by onur A.A. guns. Two 'nl ines
vere seen tn fPall in the enermy lines, but they eould not be
recnrnised, n enery working rarty was heard on the arnosite
bank of the river and the target piven to the artillery whe
turned 3 numbher nf runs on tn the 1ncality indicated and fired
?n; Several minutes. DBursts nf M.G. Pire were directed on
naints in the enemy's line during the night, | B

A matrel of 1 Sgt. and 5 men vent nut at 2.30 am. in
Front of sur 1eft Coy and reached the enemy's wire. T
28 n%éet anﬂTtha1“atrnl returned at 4.45 a.nm.

e usual relief of the left Coy Pront was carried rut

‘"! = ] . . .
'?FWEE; gnﬁgiFﬁasg‘-.h., 0" Coy ‘poing intn the Trenches and

anrk s The wire betwren lln.2 e S
Re?fnﬁ?§'wa5 Etrenrthened ? G nﬁSt . e

Jupnort Line: Excavation, cleaning ang
~ractlcally comnleted tn the df&iw at Ufll?c.z?EEtting
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