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| 6th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY  BRIGADE.

b | Brigade Headquarters,

! | 27th June, 1918.
Headquarters,

End AHB‘L’- L Di"li"n.

R —

I am enclosing copy of my memorandum to 4th Australian

Division. They eannot do anything for us in regard to action of
Maehine tuns, 80 I propose, with your permission, getting in touch
- with our Machine Gun Battalion Commander. The same applisd to the
~ @th Field Coye, which I hope will be placed at my disposal.

1 would be glad if arrangemenis can be made for the two
Battalions conesrned to be lorried to VAUX Tor training with the tanks,

The AeDeMeSe 4th'Auﬂtraliﬁn-Diviaiun will no doubt get
-dntc touch with our A.D.ll.Se. roegarding &¥acuatiun of' the woundede.
_ d

| . ﬁ |
et _ ‘-

E/ \ Brigadise-Genoral. _
Commanding éth Australian Infantry Brigadse.
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, CRE T.

FOURTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

Brigade Headquarteirs.

28th June,. 1918,
Headquarters,

4th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.

The following are the preliminary arrangements and
requirements in connection with the foerthcoming operations, based On
:he conclusiona arrived at at the conference on 25th/26th June i«

(1) For the purpose of reference Zero Day will be salled "2
day, one day hefore Zero Day will be called "Y" Day and iwo
days before Zero Day will be called "X" Day.

(a) oOm "X"/"y" night the Brigade will take over thai porilon
of the FTront and Support Lines now occupied by the Right and
centre Battalions of the 13th Brigade together with ihe
communication Trenches between the Reserve and Front Line

| systems.
] Battalion peadquarters and one half of the 10th Batwualion
( will move into thoase portions of the Front and Suppori Lines

situated between the Centre Battalion left boundary and the

| eommunication trench in P.7.a. and o,
X gattalion Headquarters and one half of the 1l6th Batitalion
A will move into the Front Tine between the communication
I trenches in P.7.2. and P.l.a.
S nattalion geadquarters and one half of the l4th Baiutallon
{ will move into the Support Trench between the communication
£ trenc¢h in p.7.c. and p.2.d,

nattalion Headquarters and one half of the 13th Babttalicn
will move into the Front and Support itrenches bheiween the 13%h
Brigade right boundary and the communicaticn trench running
through P.l.a. and Aa. '

The balance of the RBrigade will remain in the Reserve Area

until "y"/"z" night when the remainder of all Units wil.
join up.

(2) Asszembl ogitions., A=sembly positions will be a Taped
linea paraIIﬂi with and 150 yaris from the Zaro Barrage line
already indicated in a former communication.

The asmzauliing trecops will be drawn up on the aszembly

positions by Zero Hour and on the fall of the barrage will move

up under it as clome as pozsible in order to avold the enemy
barrage.

(3) Disposition of troops for the operations.
The LAth BattaLion wiil deal Fﬂ%E VAILRE and HAMEL WOODS.
The 15th Battalion will be detailed to attack on the Norih
side of VAIRT and HAMEL WOODS with theix final objective on whe
BLUE LINE junctioning with the llth Brigade at approximaiely
P,10.4.5.4, and with its right at approximately P.1D0.4.9.%,
The 13th Battalion will attack on the South aide of VAIRHE
WOOD and will have for its finml objeotive the BLUE LINI Ti1om

-'-“" szliﬂlgrvn ’t-ﬂ Pﬁl5ld1915r
i The 14+h Rattalion will be the Reserve Battalion and =%
“* 7BRO will move to that portion of the Front Line vacated by

& 1 6th Battalion and thereafter will move with stores and asuppliex
tc & line approximately 500 yards in rear of the BLUE LINE, dump

X their» mtores, and proceed io dig the Support Line,

5 The l6th Battalion when VAIRE and HAMEL WOODS have been

completely mopped up will be withdrawn into the 0ld Tron®t Tius

now occupied by the Right and Centre Batialions of thae 131k

Brigade and will become Reserve Battallon.

PlT‘OI

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT004894



Appendix {{’j‘ﬁ

-

page e

(4) Re:nonaihilitﬁ for the Defensive Line.
(a) Tne Brigade assume responsibility for the dsfence

of the area now occupied by the Right and Centire Battalions

of the 13th Brigade on "X"/"y" night.
(b) All elements of the 13th Brigade should be withdrawn from

the Front and Support Iinews in this area on nxn /oy® night with
the exception of Vickers Machine Guns and nucleus garrisons
con3izting of 1 ewis Guns with minimunm crews.

(5) Headquarters. Brigade yeadquarters will be establivhed a%
0.12.1.0.5. (which is the present Headquarters for the Centre

Rattalion of the 13th Brigadal.
rmeadquarters for the Battalions are being arranged for in

the Front and Support Lines. Their exact localities will be
notified later.

(6) American Troops. I% is proposed to allot 1 Company e the
13th Battalion and E Company to the 15th Battalion %fo take part in
the a*ttack. :

(7) Dumps. TForward Dumpe have already been established a%
P.13.c.8.5. and P.8.c.2.1. (both these references are approximaie
only) and are now being filled with the various engineer and oiher
material that will be required in the forward area after the
assault has been delivered. Forward dumpa will subsequsnily
be established in exact localities yet to be determined In

P.1b5.b. and ¢.

(8) General. Three Platoons are being specially trained in the

rapid conmstructio n of Strong posts. Thase troops will be aent
forward immediately in rear of the last assmaulting waves and will
dig in on the forward crest of fthe ridge to the West of VAIRE and

HAMEL WOODS at approximately 400 yards in rear of the BLUE LINE
and spread at equal intervals along the whole fronY. With each
of these platoons there will be itwo Vickers Guns and an Engineer

Of ficer.
when the 14th Battalion subsequently moves up ‘they will

dig a Support Line cn the genaral line indicated by *the establish-
ment of these three platoons.

(9) prisorers. 20 uMilitary police will be required %o report
2t Torwarl Brizade Headquarters at 10.p.m. on "y"/"Z" nigh%t fox
the purpose of collecting and evacuating prisoners captured.

(10) 4th ¥.G.company. Three guns will repor%t 1o and go over
} with each of tne ES%E and 15th Battalions,
Two guns will be attached %0 and will go over with each of

the apecial platcons mentioned in para. 8 above.
Four guns will remain in Reserve in the vicinity of Brigade

Headquarters.

a’ (21) 4th T.H.Batter%. Two Trench Mortars will be atiached 16
and go Oover w eacn of the 13th and 15th Battalions. The
balance will remain in Reserve.

(12) Medical arrangements. TRarly information 13 requested
concerning medical arrangements, As the carry will be very lLong
bearer assistance will be required forward &f the jumpling off
position. | kL isiamm— )

— C
J‘“' 4 S
. W . »

. 5 L B :

P CA AR pl 7 G &7 AR

T,ieut=Colonel.
Comdg. 4th Aust., Inf. Brigade.
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- ¢ Al T SRORBY, A -
8 W AT W I N
No. G ﬂi({}/ ¥
Headquarters, ,
4th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION, J
8/ i

CeRo As y L
4th Aust, iy Go Bn.. \ e | E
6th Aust Inf Bdﬂ.. 5_.:,,_.. {?
11th " i / ﬁkﬂ
"trh " n L
o e e e e e { D .J---*ﬂ_ﬂﬂv |

.'.-

Herewith Map showing proposed Artillery Start Line,

Please acknowledge receipt,

\J , | . A
(AL .

n-\tLiaut-cnlunel
GoS., 4th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION,
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SECRETD,
RTINS RS Vil AR
- : e e e s R T 43.
HOURLE AUSTRALIAN DIVISTONAL ORDER MO, 120,
: - L & edquarters
Bﬂtl attaoched ME”E .A'. _ .' | Bgth J'I.lnﬂl, lﬁiﬂ.

1. INTENTION,

An attack will be delivered on the 1

- eft of the 2nd A 1
igg?tband On the 4th Aust, Divisional front, on a date :g;tiaiivigiﬂga¢
, ; = ?atifiad latar, with a view to the capture of the S o
ammboutn}g-’Oggmvzggﬂmgigtvzgﬁngaiﬁﬂgmgx Plateau at P, 35.09:1:!:.1:&1,
present front line at the S,E, end angggiE;gggﬁTEﬂat g i 1

. L]
On the Right and Centre of this adva.
| vanoce |

- defined system of trerches; on the left, rrgﬂﬂmgggagﬁiﬁiuéﬁqéggfggﬁ°

3 (inclusive), 1t 1
; by e th;'ensnyf definod by an old British tranqh aystem at present

2 ADDY PIONAL TROOPS,

In addition to present resources the f bon I
0llowin :
- plased at the disposal of the Qivisional Qnmm&ndagygzgnfzayg;:rzgfgn :

Aptillery ~  47th Divisional Art3llery, .
17th Divisional Artillery,
g%g;gg:;.ﬂg;mi-Artillary. i ba® e
| 168 Mg Ay 10 be detalled b
- 2nd Aust, Division, . e

L&f_mw: - létg iﬂﬂ:' Infantry Bde, S,
st, Infantry Bde, (lese 2 Bns,
4 Companies.United ',Bta-;aa Infantry, ;

* Machine Guna - 1 00y, 2nd, Aust.M,0,Bn. t y; |
e L S . e et — i} ; e e SEA - B eliy Bnbt‘ﬂ'ﬂa-n !"E-‘b&
Yo 3rd Aust,M,G,lin, t0 00-0
with 11th Aust,Inf,bde. o Lo e
1 0oy, (less 1 Section) Sth.Aust,M,G,Bn,

3
| .~ Xor barrage fire from Northern flank,
Tanks o * A total of 4é-ﬂu o ' .anka =
t |
_, Sth Tank Brigado. o s
Engineera - No, 1 Special Coy, R,B, for smoke aaraan;
| Gy v | $30t10) {1 . ..,'I+ L LA &3S 11’15.
3, L§F ANTRY DISTRIBUTIOHN, —_— e

The attaﬂk‘ﬁill be dalivaﬂéd_by'bhﬂ'rulinwing_rnrﬁa£ionn :; €

éth Aust,Inf,Bde,, iaunﬁtﬁﬁfsﬁttaiiﬁna) |
lizg.igag,rnf.ﬂda., plus 2 Ocys, Unlted States Iﬁfantry
ust, Inf',Bde,, (plus 2 Coys, United States Infnntry;

in that order from right to left
» under the ordera of t
| Aust, Division, The Companies United States Infantry,thEEEEE&' s
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to the 4th and 11th Aust, Infantry Brigades will be used in the
attaok at the disoretion of Brigade Commanders,

Limite of Brigade Areas and Objectives will be a8 shown on Map " A",
4, BRINOIPLE OF 00~OPERATION SETWERN ARTILLERY, INFAFTRY & TARKS,

The advance will be carried out under a barrage and will be
supported. by Tank formations, who will advance as close to the barrage
a8 poasible, If' serious opposition is encountered after the passage
of' the artillery barrage the Infaniry will lie down while the Tarks
clesar the way, The main prinziple to be followed in the employmesit
of Tanks is to minimise Infantry casualties during the advance, '

8, INFANTRY ATTACK FORMATIORS,

The atbtaock will De carried out in three waves,

Speonial battulions, moving in two waves and supported by tanks
detalled for the purpose, *  will be detailed for the capture and
neutrallzalion of ‘the HAMEL and VAIRE Woods locality, and the village
of HAMEL, A special Unit, supported by tanks, wi 1i also be detalled
to the capture and neutralization of the PEAR-SHAPED TRENOH looality, "

The troops allogted for the capture of the final objeotive, (Blue /

Line) will move in two waves, level wiih those allotted for ?AiRE Wood

and HAMEL Village, and suppcrted by special Tank formations allotted

to Units, round the flanks of such Main Centres of Reslstance on to

the slue Line, ; |
The objeot will be to establish the troops on the final objeotive

as rapidly as posaible, closing gaps by jJoining up flanking ts

beyond the ialn Centreés of Resistance, leaving the latter to be dealt

with by the speoial ‘battalions nnd tanks allotted for the purpose,

The 3rd wave Will oonsist of Brigade Reserves and will provide the
necessary oarriers, This wave will hes disposed and will move at the
disoretion -of prigade COmmanders,

6o FLARK HHSOE-- TSy T,

Infantry Brigade Oommandeprs, will make - mutual srrangements for
keeping touch between Infantry Brigades during the advance, Special
Units will be destalled for this purbosse and will be instruoted to
overlap.the eorresponding.units of neighbouring Srigades throughout,

o 2

7, DIREGTION,

Parties, each with two Officers, will be detalled on the flanks of
Infantry srigades for the sole purpose of keeping direction by Compass -
Boaring, | - A ' s :

8, ARTILLERY,

(a) The Artillery will put. down normal harassing fire, (in accordance
with the programme lately instifuled,) with the uxuaptinn of gas, from
zero minus 8 mirmtes to Zero, to drown the nolse of approaching tanks,
who will leave their forming up line not less than 8 mirmates before
Zero, The Tank Commander will make arrangements to ensure as
acourately as possible synchronization of arrival at the Infantry
Taped line, et Yl s e | _

5 .

/B ues
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(b) The aotual barrage wi 1l drop at Zero on the "Start Lina". ho '
on the attached map, and after remaining thereon for four mlmjta:nwm
adv:.nh:abby lifts of 1(100 yarfa at Intervals of three mj,nut.en‘ a8 shown
on arrage map, (to be 8aued latep Lo the "Ham ] :
there will be 5 paﬁaa of 10 mimtea, "') ' ' Tthe L

[ 18 i : g
will 11ft 100 vards at intervals of 4 mi . ¢ » .
the Blus line, = Mites upto 400 yards beyona

(a) On arrival at the "HALT LIRE™ a thiok ﬂmglﬁgiﬁd}auﬁ will bé huilt

up to indicate the beginning of the 10 minutes halty o B ht mimites
a.gtarwardﬂ & Lhick smoke soreen will again be Built.up to fndinate
that the advanse is about to be roesumed, ' ¥ -

(d) After PA88Ing the Blue line the b rage will advanoce at @ rate of

100 yards in four mirmtes, to a 1iné 400 gnwdijgﬂﬁm, - Fh.nra .1t,-'~r.'r.11

oontinue as & standing barrage t0 ‘Gover o
t0 be notified later, | L3 P Eile

(6) Prom Zero hour on, a special programme of intense ;0ounter-Battep
action will be uﬂ,rri-ga-out. ' PP"‘ ooy ekt 43 10 arotd1oq .

e, TANK CO=OPHRATIOHN, A R
(a) Tanks will be divided into Main Body Tarks and. Reserve Tankey @

: % 3 Ny walhrrfamed ety NIILyw
(b) Main Body Tanks: are f'm-t.-her'aub-'-d:l,vij;‘,lad:; ln’qq.,’tf@a;dq,w.-laﬂ,iln
conjunction with Bpecial -Inﬂa.ntr-y'llnlﬁli for the reduct’ on. of Oentres
of Haﬂi,ﬂtanae, and those detajled o cover 't.ha_»,_.'l;ijqf,mtngf-,ﬁdv'mm: to thes
s Blue Iine, _ . g o S ol dnnsetg offd
In all oases Main Body Tanks will be detnriled, in goupe of one
or more seotions, for Lhe support of derj.nitq,-Imﬁmry-;fmﬂttm

Or Units detailed for definite OB ject iven, Sl e D B f
The attached disgram YA" ehows (He Allotment of tanks ‘40 Inﬂmtr'y

units and. Objectives, , !

Arrangements rust be made for the Commanders af Inrantriunltﬂ to
disouss with the Commanders of Tank Units allotted, for. their support
definite arrangements for mutual ‘60~0peration, . [f b SoedT

| | a ety *,fl__:'-.:.f alld 0T BYI z
Riahtlﬂl‘igﬁdﬂ Ssotor -. 2 Seotiong 6 Tanks . il i
Centre ® v . B ] ol 38, %o dsaua
Left " " A 5 » .:.".'”' .m s a . .

Lialson bet ween Centre ; St A e o € S ET Yo L@
and Lef't Bde, Seetors -} Sparingai s el oy souminilire , 2
(¢) There will be s8lx Reamerve Tanks in each of the Centre and ILeft
Brigade Sectors, The main Principles of thelr employment will be
to hold them in hand to -rui-ut“wt‘oﬁaﬂinﬁk;'in Q0xOperation with
Infantry Remseprves, or Lo use thew For' ‘the rediiotio OFf. points or
looalities which FIEWB Bucoesafully repisted the Main Advance, -

(4) Ths Tank Cor ps .-i:a'-l': ﬂlaammgmg}drthe Bﬂrﬂ-f{Jrﬂf nnartain
amount of supplies, ammunit Jon and engineer, ;;ﬁﬁ@’f“i@f%dm Tenks taking
part in the attack, and is ulmrpbvm@pﬁ'tmhg‘h;-ripp,., tanks, (saoh
capable of sarrying five tons, ) extia’'to. the Pighting tanks,

P,T,0,

RCDIG 1004894
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10,

2ses,

. Brigade ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁtﬂaﬂ_ﬂ and Maohine Gun Battald.on Commandser will
submit without delay 1lists of Ammunition, Engineer material, eto,
whieh t.hay require clumped and notify t.he localities aalaﬂtad for {'.ha

dumps, . The work of dumping the stores will then ba carried out
by the trnopa in the line,

e e i "

Hvery care will be taken to conceal dumps from aerial Observation -

and to prevent preéparations from being given away by abnormal movement
by day o nnjsa “b; n:l.ght.

11, w}HﬂE GUH Se

(&) A laohine Gun' Company will be detalled For the support of |
‘eash’ attaoking Infantry Arigade and will be used, at the disoretion
of the Infantry Brigide Cormander, for the aupport. of the Infantry
during the advance and for the unnsulid.ation of t.ha captured ground,

“A-proportion of Machine Guns :I.ﬂ to ba allotted, by Brigadesn, a8
purbiom of the garrisons of a;rrong points to ‘ba establiﬂhed. a.lﬁng
the new Support System,

(b) The Divisional Machine Gun Battalion Commander will arrange to i

supplément the' Artillery Barrage, to the fullest extent possible

with the remainder of the Hﬁwhinﬁa Gunn Coya, at his disposal, . 5‘1115

will dnclude fire fr-ﬁlp the M.G's. at present disposed for the dsfenoce

of the forward 20N86, Any, novement of M,G'e for this purpdse must -
- not:berof Buch 'a nature as to prevent their use for the deffsnce of

the pruuant. dafanﬂjve ‘organization, |

(o) One: Ompanr tleaﬂ ona smgon) m;n mat..u.ﬁ. Battallon 1s avallable
t0 assist in covering the advansee and consolidation of the left
attacking Brigade, Details will be wrrarged direot by the C,0,,
Machins Gun ‘Battalion,

18, . FIELD EHGIHE S

A msm”my.‘ will bs almgpi to Jﬂ&ﬂh Brigaﬁa taking part 1n the
a.t.ta.ﬂk These will bs& emplayad in oonjunction with Speolial Infantry
Units, for the sstablishment of.a. system of strong ~ posts in
rear’ of the final obdk ut:lva along the lina af tha avantual Support
Systen, ° . L an £ =

13, Mﬁ oa‘ g.g R T :

- eﬂﬂommﬁera will axbmit dat.nivled plana as soon as possible,
‘i'ha following points will be Hpeuially daalt with in the consideration
of pl Bﬂﬂ- . » o dope fnl BANSS a

|' "t

|'{'! “ ] i

A -.bqtmn :am and anantry
taliona:. ﬁuning and after the

(&) Detarys rﬁf ©0=0D
b "“Iﬁﬂﬂtidﬂﬁri q;
; at¥on, £

io Bigml-a Gbimniuatlon ﬂurins and after the operation.
d) Arrangements for the natxmt.im of- 8,P's, along the
- ieventuall Su) gorv and. for' the:selection of the
| IMal‘H.:L f.]ia;r shmﬂ.ﬂ ber bonstructed fron
mApPs" and by raﬂ a.‘lﬂaanqurmm prasent Forward
Zﬂnﬂ.

A

/ 1%;--
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‘e 14, INSTRUQTIONS
1 Further instruotions will be issued in detall as required
L

]
/ 11
F e |

. F* 1
A B ° ). @ /
: s A zz,(/‘
; ;ff' L3S W
s .
Lieut-0olonsl
GeSe, 4th AUSTRALTAT DIVISTOX
, Isasued at
|
Qidstributions
Copy HOs 1 = x 4th Aust.Div.Artille
-+ SONE, 41:»}1 Auﬂ‘l:-.b lnf Bde;. dk
| Ww =X Bth Anst, Inf Ble,
| ¢ - x1lth Aust Inf. Béa.
') q - lat!h mgt‘: infnﬂdﬂn
f. € « 13th Aust,Inf.Ede,
A 7 =X 4th Aust. i, G, Bn,
{ & o ’A-- Q.?n
| 9 - U.R.E.
{ %g - x AID'MI Sl
~ 4th Aust,Div,Signal Co
n 12 - A' P'H. g.l y'
16 - = 2nd Aust  Division,
17 = ard Aust.Division,
1* =« X Sth Auat.DivisiO!'l.
| 19 & 2 3rd Squadron A,F,0,
n 20 = 2% Bth Tank Bri gade,
21l « x 8th Tank Battalion,
22 = L,H, Detachment,
23 - Cyclist Detachment,
X = 1 oopg of Map and 1 eopy of Diagram,
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— 4T AUST DIVEY —
DIAGRAM "A”

ISSUED WITH DIVISIONAL ORDER IN9IZ8.

FINAL OBJECTIVE

BLuE. TrOOPS peTaneD FOR CAPTYURE
OF FINAL OBJECTIVE

GREEN. RESERVES .

N BLUE CIRCLE, LIRSSION UNITS MOVING UP T0 BLUE LINE.
e — ——
0 00 000 0600 000 o

UTALBN _ 12" ™A4.8m~.
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ORET, 0T |
RBRRARDRBBREG =

Ji ’. :f’l“C- I:- HG-G'. 5 61 5 ’
v i .rl..;' . ' ¥

Headquarters,

4th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION, f.
29th June, 1918, .

UeRe Ag

Ge04Cq5 4th Aust, In:f.Bds.
@Ge0, 0., éth "
Ge0sCss11th " . "

JelUg 4th sust, Mg G,Bn,

s 8 A confersnce to conelder sertain projestad onerations will
bs held at Corps Hsadquarters, BRRTANGLES at 2,30 p.m. on
sunday June 30th,

A The following will attend :-
GeOuUsy <4th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION,
. 5‘3.0. 1’ " ] n
; . G.R.& " (L] "
| Ag Ay & Qolle G, . "
GeVeCey 4th AUST, INF BDF
Ge0sCuy Bth ™ :

Ge0e0p,11th ¢ . "
0s04, 4th Aust, H,G, Bn,

orders, maps and diagrams to explain their proposed plans and

- ( B Brigade Commanders will be prepared, with drafts of their
I I ﬁiapoaitima to the Conferencs,

4, Car will call for 0,0,, leGe Bn. at 1¢1% p.me and G,0,0,,
., \4th mst Inf Bde, at 130 pPeas nd Aast, Division will
Y. | provide oar for G,0.0., 6th Aust,Inf,Bde,

N\ ({"“‘]' /1 {{1 At é/q /

ieut-Bolonel,

GeBSe, 4th AUSTRALIAR DIVISION,
uapiaa to G,0,0,
G-B.U-l-
. A Ay & QMo Gy
/ AV
o U o WO
}'Lf:-:i Uit AN e U C/—
P g &
& sl A n 3 LY
L 2 ,‘ I ¥ f_",_..-""" }Lﬁ,
—
Yk,
7k
I <
: Q&g\
¥ £
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Fourth Austiralian Infantry Brigade.
HEADQUARTERS.
291:1;1 June, 1918.

Herewith Copy uo.féé;...of Secret 1e+ter to 4th
Australian Division dated 28th J une, 1918,

pPlease, acknowledge by wire.

f & un - VO
/ /A Rt T e,

GHP t’ﬂin -
Staff-Captain. .

f{kh | Ry | 4th Aust. Inf. Brigade.
. ) > _ ! I
_:\“\: "fi ¢ ; ey i
JF 4 \ ',{, i, ;

I
o =
e
)
=
B ]
o
o
=
Q.
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‘%J
}#5 

?
:
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