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Army Form €. 2118.

* Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Suminaries are conlained in I, 8. Re% Part L1
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APPENDIX/ 5

Battalion for Period * |
- 6th.1917. R

3rde. Oet. the approaech mareh was eOonriene
!5;! ¢ Several light showers fell and thaﬂsg:
broken mm-{’yound + The fired Oge
frequentl put up Very Iights from Hill

but by 3am on the morne
the fitack, We had one Off.

- msreh , killled during the approseh
B .-'“'u“ Headquarters was established in a dugout at D 27 4 2 9 ,
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a#m m% yards from the Rallway inelusive ni%:g e line

2nd. Australian Division » 25th. and 26th, Battalions

the 10th, Brigade « A.I.,F, = On our

The plan of attack was for the -
R et 43rd, Batia
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P ATTACK (2 APPENDIX./ 6

f
) |
L.ﬂfa In order t0 frustrate a possible ecnemy attask our Artillery at 5.16am
put down an £.0.5, barrsge whieh moved forwasrd tiree hundred yards and remsine
ed down until zero hour ., ¥
v In reply to this berrsge the enemy put hls barrsage down along-the
 ZONNEBEKE-BREMEN REDCUBT IANE , Our rear troops tained = fsir number of
casualties during this stage , weeh,t0 avoil cy moved forward up Hill 40
until the whole Brigade was erowded into a depth of = 10C yards,
| At 6am, our barrage fell lllkke a wall of flame 0 the appointed line
' and the whole Brigade rose as one man and moved forward, ‘
l' . An enerty msehine gun kept firing for sbout .five mimutes from about
'D 21 %% 6 4 and then astopped., - - |
: The 43»d, Bsttn, resched its objective without 4iffieulty § The 42nd,
&ﬁ?l.mad behind the 43rd, . Two Offiﬂﬂrﬂ, B/Id.ﬁut- W .GOTfiPEﬁ and B/Lt!i Jdelo
EELIVSREALY were kllled and One Of fiesr,2/Idout H.V.,CONRAD was wounded hefore
H11l 40 was erossed ., |
~ At Zero plus 41 minutes the 42nd, Battelion leap-frogged through phe
43rd., and eo tirmed ths sttsek . No resistance was mel with and the fortified
orchard st D 22 a 7 3 and the ALMA Gave no irduble. |
The anemy kept firing Very Light signals as Our troops advanced and
his srtillery kept shortening the range . He alec heavily shelled THAMES WCOD
‘We sustalned nesrly sll our easualties at this syage., The 19th, Brigade, on
our left, lost dirsetion =nd drew S8 left Company over to the left about 200

yords.

| - This Comp Commander immedistely threw in hig reszerve Platoon to
Iﬂ].l up the front . ¢ ground was very marshy on thls flani: whieh rehdered
| the going diffieult and slow snd the left CoOmpany fell 2850yards behind the
~oarrage « The Reserve Company Commander, (Capt G.A.Dunbar,) seted promptly
| and threw hie men into the g=p « All went well and the left Company regalned
: ~  Large munbers of the enemy Osoupied the dugo uts East of THAMES wooD
along the RAILWAY LINE , but they.dld not fight and surrendered resdily.
Tt Our Objeetive was reached on time, protective pOst= were ot Oneo
; out and the work of eongolidstion begsn s The barrrage halted 200 yards
{ yond the RED LINE for 47 mimates and during thic period a large mumberx of
 prisCnhers eame ins@itogether about 100 were eaptured by this Battselion 1l in
' The dugout at D 22 b 356 was an AID POST and the whole medieal staff
was eaptured. This dugout 2lsc eontained = Haehlne CGun .
| . Nine enemy meshine puns were captured altogether, 4 of whleh were
' yiew but did not appear t0 have been fiired from ,The snemy had evidenily heen
1idsting oh the high ground in friont of our RED LIVE as-many halfefindsh
tion were discOvered . ‘
The eOnsolidation of the RID LINE wss eOommenced on the following plan
put out two Lewis Gunx' Poste , 100 yards in front ; these pOsts
R ed by the Lewls CGun teanms and two snmipers. |
' Eaeh Company 2ls0 put down two Platoon postson its front and saeh
 post being about 30 yarde 1long, Three platoons of the rescrve Coy. ( Cne to
Eam front line 00:3 helped in thls work for two hours by ecOnneoting yp ths
posts o The fommth Platoon Of the Heserve Company dug in On s line 130 yards
n reay of the RED LINE sand safter two hours the othsr plsioOns of the Company
game baek and 2150 dug in on this line ,
The ground was very wet and shbll-torn , whieh rendered the work
very diffieult; but in two hours the men were } m%g; B iﬁ s |
F The work of the evascuatidn Of the w 8d .., the long VY oarTy
and the enenmy barrage kept down for(4) four hours sfter Zero, was—very-d4&ffi-

cart . _

: During the afternoon of the 4ih. the enemy madg, repeated eduntere

'attasks against the 41st, “attalionzon our front, butl wese essily repulsed,
During the afternoon sndnight of the 4th, the enemy alsO shelled

our sonsolidated line , the RAIINAY LINE , Hill 40 and the ZON'EREEKE LINE ,
During the afternoon of the Hth, he alsO sOunter-attakited buil was

beaten off, '

o0 e At 9-1.“, on the morning of the Gth. the Battalion was relieved after

{80 ) sixty hours in the line. : 4

g Our easualties were 4 Offigers killed and 7 wounded,

rleors Killed, 2/Tdieuts. V,.H.,Comper, J.B Kellyeiealy, ,Hart, A.f.Lanbden
Ufficers w ©0e = Capte G.i.Dunbar, Iieut. S.ii.Dent, 2/Tdcut . AJBellard
2/]:,15111;. AB.C .‘ﬂfﬂﬂ{i, ﬁ/umti J.R.Albra;r, E/L'lﬂﬂ.tra Haod AT

.

i strons and 2/Lieut. H.V.Conrad, 3
Cther Ranks. 896 Killed and wounded. y |
| 220, . | | :'
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£ L APPENDIX. /7
EN

Operations Of 42n d. Bebttn.-Period Ended 10th,/21st.Oct .17, :

|

.- Map ZONNEBEEE 1.£20,000

On the 9th. Oc¢t, the 1lth. Inf, Brigade received orders t0 move from
I yutments near BRANDHOEK and bivouac East Of YPRES near FREZENBERG .
RIDGE , preparatory to taking Ower the new line from the 66th, Div, (7"
which was t0 attack the PASSBHENDAEIE RIDGE on the morning of the Sth
On the morning of the 10th, the 42nd. Batin, was disposed ag followg:

W T— " e

A" mehelon ( 16 Officers - 400 O,R, ) were camped 1n
tents about C 29 C

"M Tohelon ( Fransport and Q.M's Per-)
sonnel were camped in
"ot mohelon ( As per S¢S8. 135 )
tents EAST of YPRES near the CEMETRY about
L.92:8.,240.

o Officers and 50 men were detached with 1lth. Engrs. COy.

1T The attack of the 66th. Division,on the 1lth,, was only partially
- gueccessfully On aecount of abnormal weather conditions and the con=-
dition of the men and the ground, |
On the night of the 10th,/11th Oct. the 1lth, Inf. Brigade -A,I.F., was
ordered t0 relieve the troops of the 199th.Brigade - 66th.Div, Oon the
new front about 650 yards , extending from the RAVENBEKE about D 10 b
5,2 through AUGUSTUS WOOD to the ROUILERS RATTNAY,

17T DIBPOSITIONS. The 42nd, Battin and 44th, Battn, held the front line
—— Wiih 3 Companies in front and One in support .
The 41st. and 43rd. Battna@.were reserves about 400 yards
in rear .
The 42nd. Battn, took over from the 2/6th.Manchesters
who had suffered severely and Occupied the left front from the RAVE-
BEKE to AUGUSTUS WOCD . '
The relief was carried out in daylight and the enemy
planes Observed the movement ., His artlllery put down a barrage which
\ inflicted a good number of casualties to our troops and somewhat dis-
organised the relief, ( Capt. A,C,MOyes-i.C,- was severely wounded, )
IV There was no attempt at congolidation previous t0 our
-  melief and our troops had t0 occupy shell holes and carry On the work
of eonsolidation as well as conditions permitted.

The weather conditions were extremely bad ; the ground
vas in a bad state and every trench soon filled with water and had 10O
be abandoned for a fresh posifion.

During the first 12 hours of our Occupation oOf this
position , enemy snipers were very actlve and inflicted several cag-
nalties including Iieut. H.E.JOsephs,( severely wounded.) , but after
our snipers got to work the enemy activity disappeared,

Our men suffered severely Owing tO abnormal weather
conditions during the first 48 hours,

Very good patrol work was done by our men on the left
front and one patrol under 2/Iieut. F.H.Wood penetrated 1000 yards to-
wards PASSCHENDAELE without getting touch with the enemy.

Vi Battalion Headquarters was established at BOETHOEK at
D8 c29 .

The New Zealan d Division held the line on our left

and the 12th, Brigade on our right ( beyond ROULERS Rallway Station, )

l& Attack of the 9th. and 10th, Brigades on the morning of the 13th.

On the night of the 12/13th, Oct., the 9th. and 10th, Brigades assembl-
ed Oon the front , from the RAVEBEKE to the ROULERS RAITWAY, the 40th,
Battn, of the 10th, Brigade relieving the 42nd, Battalion.

The 11th., Brigade moved back about 1000 yards and became Divisional
Reserve, the 42nd, Battn, Occupylng shell holex pogsitiong in D 15 ¢

13 , Headguarters remained as above,

At this stage 30% of our men had t0 be evacuated mostly with feet

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO05051
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trouble and the gﬁfecta of mistard gas. The damage was done by men
sitting or lying on ground on which shells had burst, The perts of-
the body in contact with the ground became blistered and painful,
Reinforcements from "B" and "C" Echelons were sent up t0 replace zxsmxit
casualties.

The attack of the 9th. and 19th, Brigades was unsuccessful., The Sth,
Brigade reached their objective ( Blue Iine) the 10th, Brigade was
held up just West of PAASCHENDAELE RIR&R, while the NEW ZEALANDER'S
attack , on our left, was held up altogether On account of uncut wire
and enemy machine guns.

The result was that the 9th. and 10th, Brigade troops retired to a

a position just in front of where they started and their casaulties -
were exceedingly heavy.

VII, On the night 13th,/14th Oect. the 9th. and 10th. Brigade troops were
- withdrawn and the 11th, Inf. Brigade Once nore held the line , The ,
4i2nd, Battalion was left support Battalion , behind the 41st, Batt,
and occupying positions in the vicinity of ABRAHAM HEIGHTS,
Here the troops had t0 hold on for 48 hours, No offensive actlion
could be taken owing to0 the exhausted condition of the men and the
weather conditions,
The 9th. Brigade troops were in reserve in Our fOrmer positions,

vIiII, ©On the night of the 16th/17th. Oct, our Brigade was relieved by the
o = 9th, Brigade , the 42nd. Batt. being relleved by 36th, Batt, AT F,
and we agein became Brigade in reserve, Occupylng a position about
B 14 D,
At this period the Battalion strength was 11 Officers 180 O0,R® in the
11113 . ' :
The Battalion Headquarters shifted to IEVI COTTAGE.
Here the Rattalion remained until the night of 21st,/22nd. Oct., when
they were relieved by the 50th, Btn., CANADIANS and the men moved out
1o a camp ‘KBST of YPRES at H.16 Central , a march of about 7 miles,

D, 65 The difficulties of transport weeevery great and all matertal and

il rations had 10 be carried on pack mules., TO add to the difficulties .
of tracks and bad weather the enemy frequently shelled oOur lines of
approach, In spite of these obstacles , hot tea, soup, and stew was
sent up to the men daily as well as the Ordinary rations , fuel and
water, .
The work of the transport in this operation reflects great credit On
the personnel of the Battalion 1lst, Line Transport Section, which lost
6 men wounded and 12 animals killed, The men at all times ghowed the
utmost grit and courage and upheld the reputation of the Battallon
under the worst possible conditioms, : ;

X3 Never since the Battalion has landed in France has it been called up-
on +0 face such abnormal conditions. Never have the men had t0 face
such hardships Or t0 show such endurance and never have the Officers
and men risen 80 well 10 the oOccasion and upheld so0 well the honour
of the Battalion and the best traditions Of the AUSTRALIAN Forces.,

EEE S— —
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(3) i 11
APPENDIX //

Cagualties.

Our Total Casualties during the period 4th, / 21st. Oct.

Of L% CR.
Officers Killed - L5
" Wounded 9 - 15
. Slck E |
Other Ranks. Killed 62
" o Wounded 279
" 4 . Blck 75 -
" " Missing e 4253
Total R 423
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