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| @ : "I"f ,
Fromt- Sirdar, KHARTOUM,
1o 8= Qhief, FEoypforce, QAIRO.

No.61 6/12/18 Nesp . 1586 .
Reod , 1602
DG Gd ™ j‘ pr 4

Following sent to Fore

Reporte telegraphed from YENI
December Brd state that DJemal Pa
MEDINA and Turks from BIR ABBAE °
ocoupied HAMRA and BIR SAID,

Faisal's plans for offemsive against railway
at MEDAIN SALIH and WIJH postponed on this acoount
and he and main body of his Arabs have retared
NAKHL MUBARAK, 85 miles east of YENBO. Situation
and Turkish intentiomsare not elear, but if Turkse
decide to accept rigks to thelr lines of commmie-
oation of immediate advence on either YENSO or
RABEGH, local Arab forces at these two places are
incapable, without assistange of regul:r troops, %0
rosist them.,

Local British Naval and Military officers are
evidently anxious regarding situation, but I awalt
further reports from them and Arab leaders before 1
can say whether Turkish menace is sufficiently
grave to necessitate immediate conslideration of
emergency measures foreshadowed in my telegrem ¥ qg
November 7th and my telszram of 31 November 22nd.
My opinion regerding deslirabllity of preventing at
all coste the capture of RABEGH by Turks 1s unchangec
and Af Turks advance in force ilmmediately (and
before organisation and training of loeal Arab
forces and treined bands ars completed) only with
assistance of at least & Yesumegilariliy-ef troops
(British or French) could its ecapture be prevented.
There are now considerable quantities of warlike
gstores and supplies for Sherif at both RABEGH and

YENB0,. (ends)

Please give Admiral, @-in«C copy of above
tEl'gMi

() —Repeet forn. iLhls sealenee has been asked for.

ies tost= 0O I )
mp 0!‘) VellaFe )Pﬂrﬂﬂnﬂl
of{b) DeQeMae )
C=in=C Filedt~ G.85. 2/88/1
ColiaBe G.8.0ables,
W.D,
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Coastal Zone
nelderable period,

8 00T

support

L1 matter

posslible to conetruct a
nend moet strongly that a road,fit
be made along the coast to SOLLIN
iy point of' view, since reliable
oyond DABAA at all times of the
nt, be malntalned, except by sea,
Lrracks boocoming impassable to wheeled traffic

' even wmoderately heavy raine, the construction of

road would provide an additional line of supply for

westoemrm garrieons, and would be a \ble asset in

el
Nl 1%
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g,

parmanent defence of' Weetermm EGYFPT. It would be almoet
esgential to enfure t ucceega of operations to BIWA.
3ivil aspect, the existonce of a
parmanent roa mld prove of very concsiderable advantage to
the native population, and would undoubtedly afford material
agslistance 1n the tl*u’!l and rarid develoPmeont of ths resources
one,as well ag facllitating the '.'n:r'kh of the

civil adninistration,

P

neavy burden of vital requirementd
o88ible for me to carry out

1im1 tad regourcans,; nor, in the Pragant

circumstances, do I congid« ..- guch expendilture from
Imperial {undes would be jJustified on purely militarv srounds,
In view, however, of ths immedliate advantages that would
accrue rom the ¢ivil point of wview, and ol the undonbted
military value of such a road, I would urge stroficly that ite
conettuction should be undertaken bv tl Oivil Administration
forthwith,

in tnat svent I would, oft courss, provide all

neceseary protection for the labour gangs and convoye employed

on the work, but 1 regret that I would be unable to fumish

an this military prrotection, and a) 1

food for labourers and transport cof

Tf":' e J-.-‘Gllrlﬂ. frﬂ'l the recources At the ":.l-i #?Cgﬂl G:‘ t-"‘.E! Ci'\fil

Administration.

LW ¥ -
C 3

should be veryvy mmich oblired if the Fevdtian

Government could give me an early answer to thies lJetter, as on

T

the answer deprends whether I shall be able to undertaks
offensive action to SIWA, or whether I shall be obliced to

malntain a completely 8s1ve attlitude,

I have the honour to be,
Your Excellency's Obedient Servant,

(Sgd) A. J. MURRAY.

General,
Commander-in-ghief,
Egypilan Expeditionary Foree.
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§ Ghiefl, Jpyploreoe

Y/aa/18, Denpe 1748,
inciie 1BENR,

iy R — g oo il O T . v R —— —

rollowi gont Lo Foreimn UfTioe.
Ko e 88, Docenmher Tih, begine iI=

SGeusy telozram 61 yesterday. Hdave jJust recelived
oouy of veporthy EMEIR VALSAL to Sheriff at LECGA) ne
s wable 0 do 1de yet AL anin Turkish & nocntretion
1 at BIK 402D (directed agalnst YEND ) or YALL GAFEA
(Gireotes saningt HABEGH)e Ho says Turkioh *Sinal
Avuy 46 souing LEWJAR® (3 heve no corveboration of
despatoh of large Turkish reinforoenents Iroo north )
i resorts conciudes “do pot weakem RABEGH, I would
aeoept Lelp sTen any quﬂrllt"-

Calonel "Llsot: at JELUAE re orte to-day S8t an
ouerpency poriod arpeare ifsminent, bdut lack of
acourate intsiligonge makes 1t extremely 4lfTicult
10 catinate degres of energoncy. &6 adviees st lecat
» Brizade of troops with mecossary artilliery be held
ready for Lioodiate evbaritation at GUNS. oo our
with Colonel ¥iloon's regcomeendation for reaseon ted
in =y telexPam 41 and previous telegrans referred 0
Liareine

A advanoe by un An BINAL oannot, S0 far ae 3
onn 200, taks place In tinme %0 Anflaenge e
tomedinte military sdtuation in EEDJASS Ber, even
ghould suoh an advance ultizately sucored in &
ru gish gumsundoations wilh EEWAR, oould LAt prevent
cocupation of WACCA by & Turikish Sapedltionary FOree
drasn from 18,000 Turiiah t.mx:. banod on MEDINA,
who woul. heoone isolated and pOPate. These
rurkish foroes have b therte H#.Ij.rlld insotive, elther
Liroug t nervousnoss of Ared attagk on thelyr axtended
1inee of comwundostion or shrcugh fear of
arrivel of foreign regular troops o relinloroe .
dut our precent information indicates that theee '
geniefderation: may no longer deter e TUFES T'ros
undertaking a rosoluts offensive wideh, having reganrd
40 Datre of Aradb forees now in fleld, would alnoet
gurtal iy resuls in entry of a Turkish Rree inte
WiGuA (with alil 4te prave politioal and sdllitary
gonseguences ) within space o a Tow YEES. & .

PFlenns give Admiral Geinel, sopy of above.

) = Ve "1 lvd PO L/ﬁ“/].
Gla)e ® ofie Uadlet,
B)e Telle
Lein=ls
Caiiale
UAFS Arbure
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SECRET .

From Lastforce.

To G.H.Q.

£.C. 14 einher.

Your 0.A. 210.*"

Unite selected. 270th and 271gt Prigades
R.F.,A., 1/2nd and 2/1s8t Bast Anglian Fleld mies
R.E,, 1618t and 168nd Infantry Brigades. Numbers
1 and 11 Companies Camel Corps, assuming you ocan
release latter. R/lst and 1/3rd“Eaet Anglien Fleld
Ambulances. Request instructicns re administrative
services and departments as am wholly vnacquainted
with theatre or ites problems, and propose senior
(Brigade TJPGomTandar General Mudge for command.
Re Staff: oan h#rdly make suggestions without data
as to plans, but following might meet requirements i-
One G.8.,0.% one G.5,0.% for Intellizence, one
DeA.Q. MG, One Staff Captain, one D.A.D.M.8, Other
ranks except oclerks and police to be found from unites
of fnr-ué. Presume Staf'f officers will not be drawm
fron this foroce. Cannot Provide clerks or Police
for H,Q., or Interbreters. Force can be completely
ponoentrated at SUEZ ready to begin embarkation 5 daye
from receint of definite orders. Presume any
gquestions of equipment or re-equipment will be
arranged by G, H.Q. This might otherwise delay
readiness to ovmbdark lLeyond 7 davs. Pleane instruct

in good time 17 any arrnnzémantu required re suwpplies

or aammmaition.

w

#% Asks for Aetails of unite
garmarked for aervice ﬂﬁﬁnﬂﬂﬂﬂ.

4 ."f,r’r .
~ AN EXY
\\ S
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., Coples tot~

S ECRET,

‘rom:- Egypiorce,

AN 1378 oipher

iour 211568 and 2S5ERE olpher A.0.1.

Hth Wing
20th Reserve ¥Wing %1

{(a] EoYPY.

9/18/18.

I}'B.pl llm .

Weakly return R.F.0

39 includes 5 on ex-

X Alroraft Depot 1
o7 includes 6 Balloon

SALONIEA.
EAST AFRICA
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BOYPL.

oth Wing

15
7
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Sth ting

ﬁ-Enﬁliﬂi
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B

Do Havillund nil

Hartingyde
BOth Keservse
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ying

F

1.

daurdoce Farmman 9.

AVIO
Quritisse n
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;iigﬁgup:;-
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K. Formanh
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AVTO
Csudron
8 HIXA.
P.E.12.E.
Bristol Socout
be Heavillsmd
Armetrong Vs
BAST AVRICA.
iu-l’-i(-'l

H.FEMH."I

MESOPOTAMIA.
sioeSaVae
i o Faman
Kartinsydse

i

Ugl’
o(b)
Celdolle
5

Be

il

Tl

nll

Sogout nil
nil
ndl
nil
nil

11
)

4

.
13

;
|

18
¥
a

& Airoreft Devot nild

10
4
by

Cervice~ Unservice~
ﬂhl G e

2% tSﬂthfgﬁi 11
nil

able.

nil

Mleds-d .8, 1904/3
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pedi tion.
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et -E—Bﬁl

oth December, 19146.

general Ufficer Comuanding,

Eagstern 1'oroe.

e e e R S

le It has been decided to form a iachine Gun Sgu dron
with each of the three Yeomanry lounted Brigades serving

in the Force under your Command e

2e The Lestablishment of each squadron will be as lald
down in Part ViI No. 551/78, except for transport, which

will be entirely on the pack scale lald down on page L.

Provisional Establlsnment of & "Uounted Division and

Mounted ﬁripﬂdﬂgjtnnanrfiwith Camel Transport”.

Oe For the present each squadron will consiat of
Headquarters and three sections only = the remaining three

sections it is hoped to form later.

- - : 0
4. The kachine Gun Sguadrons of the 6th, 6th and g2e2nd

younted Brigades will be numbered 16, 17 and 186 respectivelw

Be perscnnel will be found from the Hegimental kacihlne
Gun Sections and officers attached to nd other ranks
sransferred on probation to the lachine Gun Uorps U valry
Uranch. Nominal rolls in duplicate of officers and other

ranks 8o dealt with will be forwarded to Veneral ileadquar-

ters a8 soon as ponsible.

8. Regimental Armament will be replaced by Hotchkles
guns, the scale of lasue ol which will be one per Lroop
as gune become avallable. Hotchkiss Gune are expected

from Ln;, land ahortiyv.

/ Ve
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7 s You should make any preliminary arrangements
which you may consider advisable in order that thise
re-organization may be carried out as guickly as
posaible, when Hotchkliss guns are avallable for issue,

and personnel has been trained to take them over.

Ma jor«(ieneral,
Chief of the General Starf,
Lgyvptian Expeditionary Yoree.

Copies to 2=
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ey as !r R
Anal NN '._“'-"5" ¥
S ¥ . '\."IL |

> b
PRIORITY ,

Fromi- Qhliefl', BEGYPFORUE.
To t= QChief', LONDON,

L

AM, 1388 cipler 10 /12 /18 pesp, 2230,

Your 26178 olpher., Please see my A.M.
1284 of 19/11/18, I would send 168nd Infantry
Brigede, strengih 106 officers and approximaiely
2000 Other renkas., 4Also, if required, '0' Battery
S70th Brigade R.V.A. I/End EBast Mglian Fleld Uoy.
Relsy 2/18t Bast inglien Field Ambulsnce and
section B.A.C., 21) from 54th Division, In addition
T woald send 18th Stationary Hospital unmlecss I am
ordered to send latter to SALONIKA, in which oase
no stationary hospital could be made available, )
Yotal embarking strengih of this deteciment, inclu-
ding requisite train transport, would be men 4880,
animsls 701, vehicles 175, machine guns 48, guns
18=pdy «. Force could be congemtrated at SUEZ
ready for embarkation within 7 days of recelpt of"
orderd. As regards SINAI operations, Lhe detach-
ment of this foree would not materielly affect my
immediate objeotive, the ocoupation of EL ARISH.
Beyond that, however, I shall require every mamn 1
have {or the protsction of the extended L. of 0.
without farther depleting Desert Column which will
congtitute striking forece in further advance, AS
regards the possible dispatch of troops teo RABEGH,
1 feel bound to point out the serious Alfficulty
which exists in regard to water supply at that place,
The concensging plant at present at RABEGH oan supply
only just enough water for ithe troops already there,
I have already placed all my spare condemsing plant
at the daispoeal of the Sirdar, and oan do nothing
more in thls respect unless I glve him the oondensing
plant that has just been ereoted at MAHEMDIYA after
5 months hard work, T"his I am prepared to do,but
even o, to dimmantle it, transport it smnd rew-erect
i1t at RABEGH would take at least two months, I do
not know what further arrangements the Sirdar may be
able to make, but I regard thie question as vital.

M—_—_—-——-—-—-—_—_'“

0 H-M-G-';'

og; D.AilBs’ ersonal
of{b) Flleds-a,8. 2/88/16
O=ineC G.8. Oables
G.G.B- ‘lbl

P

Coples tos=-
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ipher Vidl.
theu 1t that an advysneoe by U9 from
2 AIA mioh s have important resmilts. At the
| ar endessvouring to sake a8 HiEs £ MOCceny
as I omn Ll AXud, whigh pince snd S48A10 are strongly
it ey che Our railhsad 12 now within ™ niles of =

1181 and when 6 hag sdveanosd shout 8 siles further, 1i.8.
in shout ten dave' time, 1 propose ic move the 4End sad
. o ivialone ﬁT; MABRALY ‘.Jli il .l-ljm' and " Mtﬂ M"I'H
and caselyy well South and ”ﬂ:"’ rast o0 28 0 out off the
aneny should ther attespt o iraw, By only fear in ¥
the enemy nary ovaousts Xl B f%, h fnre 1 an nelr souz: O
strike. After ithe oo ation of ki, AULES 1 proposes %o
s on the Mind andg M .I‘I Jivistons Lo HAFA construoting
she rallvay froun EL ANIEH S WAFA -89 etrly as possiBle.

for this reilway extonsion 1 an in urcont need of
. nt teack densnded fron ¥Yar OIT100.

jmsedlately e Al%i 1e cacupied I intend o aend
th '{}uut*ai fnree towsris SOCFALKA with a view %O dealine
wiih e wnomy detachments st that place sna at A EAGA
and Al ANEIJLIA, as wWell as %ith sny othuers shioh wmay
rotire enatward from hilbih sl AAZZARA .

iy actlion EFJ'”HH yig it 50 resaning NANR MIRT MEIITESe

211y ha dictated By Whe & Watlcn =t the ponont snd Dy
the aain consideration that ihe eheny miet be defon tod
in the Yielq. iy idea is)owevsy, 17 clrouijsianoas
n.rc"ﬂt, v sdvance from HAYE on SECAEILEA, "haere the
aamw s maln ooncen tration sppearas o be. e oncpation
pf th 1 ::1. ao wonld, moreower, have ha wdvantsde ol
wissine e on & yeilwey. I sheulc A% W uliiNiy Do only
0 wilos frowm the SEJAZ Iine: sgeinst Whieh my siromsas
soild opevrata deilw, sad Durther, i caumtt dut thine
our Syrearancs st UEEEFALIA sonld romilt 4n N Tining of
the Al populsiion in Southern SIAIK, "o AFe Enows to
he vary Mpgaffected towaris the Thre.

La rechEds & MiEl Sroapse, Mlily reulilied The
phipsning i1 1 o) tioe, s$il &8 LW ﬂ!mﬂﬂﬁ d'ﬂ.ﬂ.."ﬂr'
and thes undeealirest1 il W ting troope from She waIn
s B8 AL my OPhe ne prosress, oa L ope,
ahall heave A long 1ine ol rounliostiong, and 1 slewo
worrid T more agimtel T ’ P 4 A e ;}M“!"ll!_ﬂ""\ sy
ot 01 Manigisy. ‘ 8 new out of “ld_‘ﬁ Dr me ‘o
wiiraa the Gation, = . i1t ot Do mﬂﬂthlﬂ e 1and e,

rurily, two divialons £3 AdlA il any wpare

L A 3 ET WMmAT Do .1“‘ 3 ﬂ'm or in IsDRA.

11-._. 1 to have sughepted sanding A SavalTy
ARGR, put resliise that, in e ot
YRAL I M talin =av Hhe out af the meution,

'l"*}-t'fl'u

/i remanip
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hare 18 cn : _ y omadt
and thad fa, U iSherT BL ALlUi, my opesrationn om
e rapld, as, | T 0% of loesal sup=lies,

Raiten s il o o - = . -
ROnCsSnt o My rsilirer, 7N nepe to smarplement

-

snliae hy matin: & @ | i, ARLSA and smihsequently
AL AN, Ol mAaYes hovovws el " me o saoh
Faplaly a8 I poesidbly oan k 8 W3 oron

AVELY until I sos that I am In danzer ¢ 4

aeleoe of LYP%.

N7 Fearward sesws
carefully maintnined,

rAven: alle and pipes, wkth
Dean genarously suopnlied, I can wake
bix, falt br the ke,

L &

B e I R S ——————————— drm g o il

Voplies 0 3= Oe
Of{a ).
oth ).,
ve—iNt=l e
bre e« e
Sol.idoldlaoh,
-:-J- ﬁl e

Viw 'q,- ie Ue

ﬂlﬂ{l ‘Ifr. Z/M-
o o Da ”ﬂ.hlﬂl".
We e
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From: dGeneral imuts, AR ES SALAAN,
08 Igypforce, SUEL.

Gelefe MI0 Cipher., ,Q/lﬂ/:.-

Distribvution of Fiying Gorps.

Headguarters of sdoyal Saval Alr Service. ALTRlGGA,
Alreralt Park. Las hb SALAAM,
headguarters *a" ht,
and advanced park. HOROGOND.
&' flignt. TULO.
"o¥ fiight. AR S SALAAM,
KLLWA,

Airnr-tt‘PI!t- for

& DAR ES SALAAN,

Goplas toi~ Q.
0-!‘;
Oelb
Vevelia
1s
Filedi= H-ﬁ-:g.‘.
. GeSclablen.
Halle
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Geliele

SASTORCE grereated CAEELS ABHAS T A,

O.B.440, _ 15 /12 /16

_-_m—_—_.‘_.—__—_
--_-'-_"—‘———I-l—-_—-‘-_.ﬂ._._-

Ret'srence Camel “rigade. Fol lowing Provieional
istablisiment for S.A.A. Columm arvroved:e

Offlicer, Sergeant, corporal, one eachs

Privates, seven; native Persomel, bash relss, twot

reiés, four; drivers, forty=-ive; riding camnels, tang

bagzage ocamels, ninety, which inoludes ten ver cant'

SPare AAA Above allows for 130 rounds S.A.A. per rifle

and 6,000 rounds per Lewis gun, which, in addition to

SelAsAs at pPresent with companies, fives a total of 600

Poinds per rifle, and 10,000 rounde Per Lewile sun AAA

Suropean peraonnel should be found from camel unite of
brigade, and nativee and bagzage will wome from 0.7.0.
coumpanies allotted to EHastern Force.

M‘*m

Goplies tot=0,. Ge
o.s;; Flledi« G.8.,818.
Ds(D ® GeBeUnablen,
-ﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂ- '-H-

Ao
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To the Chief of the Imperial General Staff,

LONDON, B8S.W,

In contlnuation of my appreclation forwarded to
you on October 21st, now that the realisation of my first
main objeoctive - the occupation of I, ARISH « 18 at least
reasonably in sight, it seeme desirable to bPring to your
sonslderation 1n some detall thse poliey which I propose

to pursue beyond that point.

2. With the establishment of a British force at

El. ARISH, a definite stage in the operations in this
theatre will have been reached, in the accomplishment of
the effective redemption of SINAI from Turkish domination,

and in the attainment of the actual starting point for a

£

further advance into southerm SYRIA, which I consider
egsential, Iin order to keep as large an snemy force as
poesible employed in this theatre, thereby affording both
direct and indirect relief to the SBherif in hiaes operations

in the HEDJAZ.

v I From EIL ARISH two main lines of advance are

open to me --

(a) The northern route by the coast to RAFA and
thence to BIR SABA, a total distance of anproximately
60 miles from EL ARISH.

(b) The southern route by AWEIGILA - AUJA - ITHALASA,

or by KOSSAIMA - AUJA - KHALASA to BIR SABA, a dlstance

from EL ARISH of about B0 miles and 100 miles resnactively.

/4 .
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4. Fhichever 1ine of ‘advance i1s adopted, the onerations

immediately succeeding the oceunation of EI. ARISH will nartake,

necessarily, of the nature of an intermediate. or transition,

phase, 1n the course of J., we may exnmect to pass, through
various stages, from the conditions of desert warfare, whieh
have hitherto exclusivaly obtained in this theatre, to those
of open campalgning, which may be looked for east of the 1line
GAZA - SHALLAL - KHALASA, whem the well-watered nlains of
SYRIA are reached. In conasldering this intermediate phase,
— -

therefore, very close study of the country in which we are
about to operate 1s necsssary, in order that no onportunity

may be lost of turming every peculiarity of terrain to our own

advantage and to the corresponding disadvantage of the enemy.

5. The area with which we are concermed - the rectangle
contalned within EL ARISH, GAZA, BIR ES SABA and KOSSAIMNA -
may be sub-divided broadly into four maln categories - (a)
Waterleass desert; (Db) Desert country partially water-bearing;
(¢) Non-desert country passable generally to all arms, but
practically waterleses: (d4) Well-watared cultivated country
passable to all kinds of military traffie, irresnsctive of

Eeason.

q: | Starting from EL ARISH, the nearest (1.9.,woatarn)
portion of this reotangle oconsists of a belt of waterless
desert averagling some 15 miles in width from weast to east., and
extending from EIL ARISH nearly to KOSSAIMA, along the eastemn
edre of the WADI EL ARIS

At ths southern (KOSSAIMA) end, this balt pgives
placa to country intersected by deep, irregular wadis, in part
water-bearing, through which run the road and railway linking
KOSSAIMA, through AUJA, with BIR SABA.

The WADI 7T, ARISH ia 1tself passable by road to

ordinary military traffiec, and poaaibly, in the Arv season,

/to
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to mechanlical transport also, as far as KOSSAIMA. In this
connectlion the Turks are reported to have sonstructed
carriage roads from KOSSAINA to EI, ARISH (at any rate, as
far as BIR LAHFAN), from KOSSAIMA to AUJA and BIR ES SABA,
and perhaps from AUJA to ABU AVEIGILA, but it remains to be
seen whether all, or any, of these are sufficiently metalled
to stand continuous hesavy traffis.

AB regards water 1n the WADI EL ARISH, the

principal permanent sources are to be found at --

MAGHDABA, estimated capacity 3,000 galls.per day (sweet)

ABU AWEIGILA, " . 2,800 . " RN it ST
(both the above are probably capable of considsrable
development).

MOWEILLAH,estimated capacity 265,000 galls.per day (slightly

brackish
KOSSAIMA, " o 50,000 * " * (Brackish

GEDAIRAT, 5 " 100,000 ’ » " (aweet)

In addition to the above, considerabls rain denosits may

be looked for during the winter months, though ths latter

must necessarily be regarded as an occasional, rather than

as 2 reliable, source of supply.

& Turning to the southern side of the reotangle, two
roads lead to the well-watered and cultivated distrioct east

of the WADI CHUZZE. The most northerly of these passes
through RAHEIBA (12 miles from AUJA) where there is water,
and strikes the WADI CEUZZE, or, more acourately, its
gontinuation the WADI SHANAG, at KHATLASA (20 miles from AUJA).

This road, good for the most part, is reported to have one

diffiocult atratﬂh of sandy countrv close to KHATASA.

The southern road (that followed by the BIR ES SABA
- AUJA Rhilway], by the WADI MIGRIH, 1s slightly shorter,
and is reported to be good throughout, but there 18 no water

before THAMITAT EL RASCHID (18 miles from AUJA) is reached.
8. North of the line ABU AVEIGILA - KHALASA, and

/bPatween
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between the WADI EI, ARISH and the WADI CHUZ7E, lies a
waterless plaln, 30 miles in breadth fror west to efast,
bounded on the north by a 1line of sand dunes stretching
from EI, ARISH to GAZA z2long tha soacoant. Waterless
except at a few settlements cloase to the onastal dAumes
this area consists mainly of 11ght, sandy soil, well
sulted to the onsrations of mrunted troons, exoent in
certain nortions towards the southeyn end, tetwaen the
lurco~fgyptian boundary and RAHRIBA, where sand dtmes

gupervene.

0. Between the coastal dunes and the sea runs the
H%PTﬂﬁI road from ET, ARISH to RAFA and CAZA. Alonge the
coast as far as RAFA it ias reported that water san be
found by digging to a moderate denth : betwaen RAFA and
GAZA water is found only at a conniderably greater denth.

but on this streteh there are wells glving larpe aunnlies

of good water at KHAN YUNIS, PENI SALFH and DIER EL'BEﬂAH-

10. There remains that part of the area east of the
WADI OHUZZE, that 1is to say, east of the 1ine CAZA -
SHALLAL "« KHALASA -« THAMETAT FI, RASCHID and north of the
line ASILUJ - TEIL EI, MILLAR. This consints of a well-
watered and cultivated district adenuataly sunnlied with
good roads.

Beyond this 1line i1t may be assumed that water
will cease to be the governing factor of the onarations,
and that conditions will henceforward be practically

those of norral open warfare.

]j. In conaidering the resnective merita and
domeritis of the two lines by which an advance inte

southem SYRIA is possible. it e true -
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(a) that, by an advance up the WADI FHI, Al
especlally by the establishment of a British force at KOSSAIMA,
the re-ococcupation of SINAI would bte af'festively rounded off,
wlth sugh moral advantages as might acerue therefrom:

(b) that if rapidly carried out, this movement would
tend to isolate and intercent the remainine e my garrlisons
in central SINAI, notably at NEKHL, MAGHARA
unless these were able to make good their retreat by way

Tl

AKABA to MAAN - a difficult oreration unlesa far batter

o

provided with camel transport than there 18 reason to belic
(c) that such a line of advance might allow off the use
of wheeled, and posslbly of mechanical, transport, whereas
an advance by the northern route would have to be maintained
by an extension of the EL ARISH rallway, at least as far as

RAFA.

12. Agalnat thils, howaver, must be set --

(a) the groater dlstance to e traversed before our
oblective - the enemy's main concentration in southern SYRIA -
is reached, involving a loss of time which would doubtless be
turned to valuable account by the enemy.

(b) the risk of a long and vulnerable section of our
lines of communication running parallel with our true front,
the adequate p . which would ingolve a serious drain
uoon my fighting troops, and which f broken even temporarily,
would completsly lsolate any force operating further east by

the interception of 1ts s0le line of maintenance, and, if

necessary, of retiremant. Rather than incur such a risk,

in order safely to adopt this line of advance, 1t would be
necessary, in my opinion, to undertake the construsction of an
addl tional railway from the neighbourhood of ISMAILIA mither
t© KOSEAIMA or to ABU AVEIGITA. with the heavy exnendl ture,

not only of material and money, but of precious time that

/augh
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guch a project would involve. ”

13. An advance by the northern route through RAFA, on

thq other hand, would preserve to the full our liberty of

aotion, while involving a minimum of risk to our necessarily

extended lines of communication.

(a) By following the coast, our lines of communication
would be vulnerable nnlf'nn one flank. This flank, mnreﬁver.
would be protected first by a belt of sand Aunes, and then by
a wide, practically waterleszsas, plain -« the latter well adanted

to . the operations of moynted troops, based primarily on the

water-bearing area within the dunes, and ultimatsely upon the
rallway which would be pushed forward pari passu with the
advance;

(b) Such a line of advance would be suitable to the
form of transport with whioh the desert colum is now equipped

(¢6) There is reason to believe that water supply can be
developed at almost any point as the advance progresses, thus
materially adding to our freedom of manceuvre, without
increasing the burden on ths lines of communicationy

(d) It is the shortest route to thé area in whigh the
enemy ocan be forced, either to accept decisive action, or teo
abandon, without serious ovposition, the whole of southem
SYRIA to our occunation
A . Finally,_andadvance upon RAFA by a powerful mobile
force, based upon EL ARISH and maintained by railway, would
almost 1inevitably compel the ememy to sonform to our plan of

operations.

14. The latest information available regarding the

enemy tends slightly to inorease previous eatimates of the
atrength that he may ™e able to disrose against us, as stated

in my appreclation of Ogctober 21st, para. 9, as recent

intelligence strongly indicates the tranafer of the 45rd

Division from the LEBANON to southern SYRIA, though this

/movement
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movement as yet lacks definlte confirmation. On the ﬂﬂhﬁr
hand, 1t now appears highly improbable that the enemy will

find himself 1in a position to withdraw troops from the CAUCASUS
in the immediate future, and 1f this view, which 1s based on
information supplied by the Russian General Staff, proves

correct, it is difficult to see how, even presuming the transfer

to southern SYRIA of a division from the ALEXANDRETTA area, he

can place a force of more than 40,000 men on this front, except

by the abandonment of his campaign in the HEbJAZ.

15. In these clroumstances, the dangerous dispersion of
his forces that would be involved in the retention of his
isolated garrisons in central and eastern SINAI, in order to
malntain a weak threat against the Maritime Canal or against our
lines of communication at EL ARISH, or west of it; still more,

the riek to the enemy involved in an attempt to advance by the

central road against the southern sections of the Oaral line,
quldtkin facé of our movement through RAFA against his main

communications at BIR SABA, appear out of the aquestion.

16. In my opinion, therefore, there can be 1ittle doubt

that a direct advance from EIL ARISH on RAFA would secure,

ipso facto, the total evacuation of SINAI by the enemy. I am
also strongly of opinion that the threat against SYRIA and the
HEDJAZ Railway involved 1in an ﬁdv;nua even as far as RAFA,
would result, not nniy in preventing the withdrawal of Turkish
troops from that area to other theatres, but would also lead
to the transfer of Turkish troops from the HEDJAZ to SYRIA,

thus materially relieving the pressure on the Sherif of

MECOA. The nature of any nﬁaratinnn subsequent to the

occupation of RAFA must, of necessity, be govermed by the
military situation then exlsting, but the main prineciples

underlying sush operations should oclearly be to reach, 1f

/posaible
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poesible, some objective from whiah the HEDJAZ Railway

can be o??%dtively controlled.

17 . Meanwhlle, to ensure the protection of my right

flank befors moving eastward from Rl ARISH, arml in order,
if possible, to intercept and sut off the enemy's scattered
carrisons in central SINAI, 1 propose, on reaching FI, ARISH,
immediately to detach a mobile force of arpproximately three
mounted brigades with one or two battalions of camelry to

advance along and clear the WADI EIL ARISH as far as KOSSAIMA,

or at least as far as ABU AWEIGILA. This action, ranidly
and resolutely carrled out, might further tend to decsive
the enemy, temporarily at least, ¢3 to my true intention.
namely, & gystematio and methodical advanss inte southemn

SIRIA by way of RAFA.

General,

Commander-in-Chief,
Ezyptian Expeditionary Force
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968,26C 1bs.

698 s )10 1bs .

11 » 3.;_“r 1hﬂ .

22,426 1bs.

33 TR 1lms.

G000 gnlle,
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LIDT OF ANIMALS DESPATCHRED T0O THE E;}E'Z't?."n" OF MECCA

DURING NOVE!BFR 1916.

Hoavy Dreaught Horses.
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RAILWAY MATRERIAL.

e N

F'G].ﬂﬂ-
Moles and Pars.

Gotbin Imsulators.
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PARAPHRASE of telorsram from Biprdayr KiARTOUN
atddressead to Forelisn Orffice, rereated Ghier

Pesp.l1718,
Reod .B210,

: four wires » mand ®v. T™his
military and political situation
« Iloyd and Qol, Sremond who have both
from JEBDA. our at t0o organise
Arad force e of faoling
field boen wnsuccessful, chiefly
and lack of knowledpme of Arad
behaviour of Arab forces in recept skire
tle ground for believi that
tained advance by the 8.
faclilitated by

i
I

i
a5 €
|

¢
;

obd
3

i

3
:

troope, but ié
alarmed at the situo and, sccoriing
Col. Nremond®s opinion, would, with a 1ittls
them again. The sherif is urging the
ats advange of Aritish troops in
of the rfailway ruming to MEDINA.
gir. A. murray'e plane, but I
s unable to see how hie advance, however successful it
wis, oould cut the rallway in the next few weeks,
an advanos, Af pushed through RAFA, would
tond very greatly to alleviate Turkish pressure in the
SR AZ. The fsmediate guestion for the deelision of

Jiitle
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iiis Majesty
a final attempt to save, Iin spi
the Sherif and his Arabs, it

ohristisn troops, and if the eituation
unfavoursbly in the meanwhile will
come these troops.

daving regard to the issues at stake, I
coneider that we should deepatch the -
troope immediately, as if “%
we think he may do at any time) there 1is not
time to lose. If 1 have sathori
hint,'. dovernmemt to do so, I will
sotion, and I will ask Ganeral
Vice Admiral Commandinge-ine-ghief to

ewbarkation of the French contingent and
hrigade as soon as possible from SURE.

In the opinicon of CGolonel Bremond widoh by
has expressed to me, the foree mentioned __
ted by two battalions
e is t deairable,
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The Seorelary,
’EIT‘ L -ﬁi'.llﬂag

1 !t11 - ': ‘-:-'-_.'I'HTE_‘:'!" .1:'“- 1:‘ "

 J
oir,

I have the honour to sulmit the following propoged
amendments to the recant Yar fatablishment, dated 2th Cgtobepr.
10318, of the Divisional Train., 52nd or 5%rd NMeinions ("ntlive
Driver Persornel).

) The employment of heavy draught horses in place of mules
has been found negessary, and in this way a considerable reduot.

ion has desn made in tho nurber of native peroconnel erployed.

It 18 proposed also to substitute four native officers (1.0.

one per each company of the "rain) for four of the Pritiah

officera shewn in the "atabliashment.
e ™M th resard to the rank of artificers, the "ptabhliash-

mont as approved provides for the following -

SANNT.FRS., A DDY T

T\r‘.'f}i EELE H b e . e Lhe 1A

Staff Sergeant 1 Seargeant . ntafr Nergeant 1.
U{J":‘?G!‘ﬂl (¢ rilvers . Tomoral s 1.
Drivers 2. N~ivern o

Yhen the dAraft Sastablishment was sulmitted, the deotall of the
ranlk récuired in each case was not mentioned, Phut 1t was
intended that they should be in asccordance with pare 28

Viili, Territorial Divioions, viz t-

h'{r-‘ N Ty, i
T i ® 4% J % ! .

T e

Staff Sergeant 1. Jtal'ft Sergeant 1.
Torporals 2. Jorporaln 2. ororale
Drlvers 1. PERVIES

T™he additional non-gommigsioned officors allowed by the
latter are conasldered neceseary: thelr inolusion in the

entablishment has therefore taen proviaionally asanctioned

[randing
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ofiioer., 1t

providies for
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———

1‘ “SIAFE tuPtH,g

MW

1f__uﬁ,l_ D) eimmm——

2 wnu;?“
‘\_‘__—n-"’

ihe Secretary,

ahau O’HLGJ'

15th Degember 1916,

i view of the number of Ayauy Bervice Uorps Officers who
Are Now necessarily employed in EGIPLY on duties which are not
included in existing estabiishments, it ia requested that
their retontion should receive War Office covering authority.

dhe duties for which these Officers are required at
present are shewn on the enclosed statement, and as it is
inevitable that the numbers will fluotuate from tize to tiame,
&8 for iastance when depote are closed and new supply depots
eatablished, it is considered impracticable to frame any fixed
establishment that would meet the situation,

i bave the honour, therefore, to request that sanction
may be accorded to the employment of the following number of
Officers whose appointments are not included in the War
Establishment of existing formations or units.

Liout=001lonelBssesvesnccsncece,

lnlar-...................,...an.

CaptalnBecevscnssncccncsnnsesdl,

Captaine or SubaltemMmsececscesB,

SUDALLOINBsecssssicsnasnnnsseBl,

Hulrtirmﬂntlrl..----------.-:B!i
fotal. 97 .

/R,
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(=2=)

In the event of t his suggestion being approved, the
figures would be revised from month to month, and any

raductions possible would be effected,

i have the honour to be,
8ir,

four obedient Servant,

f_fﬂ;
7

g AN
s

weneral, :
Commander-in=-ghief,
Lgyptlan Expedlitlonary Foroe.
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LU PLLAN BAPLUDLT LOLAKY VOO L « l/

duties for which Army Service Corps Officers are required, whose
appointments are not included in the War &gtablishment of existing
formations, etc,

P T pep——— LT L ) SR U e g e gy QT g I et R e g e BB W .

i

-

MEMARES o

=5

Subalteme.

Captaln or
Subalte

..-..._..=3-,=
1—!

ttached 8. & T,
Directorate.

¥, 1/c Central Accounts.

—

S aletant to DB.0s
* wro tary, Local

B Recources Boarde.
E.se lotor Ambulance
e bepot, Alexandria.
"1'. Stores Branch.

]

N PRp—

—
-
——

m—

-
b et
T PR TR i S e e

NURLA.
Looal Duties.
Supply Depot,ZAHRIKH .
Military Ford'g.Dep:
Supply Depot ,lMUSTAPHA.
Supply bepot, MLILAD,
Hain HHPPI, Bﬂpﬂt.

eIncludes Assts
Compensation
Oficer.

— o

—

Lijupriagtlorlgl Store,
‘f" GABBAR]L .
RO, Local Duties.

—— 3 P T

aln Supply Vepot,

f SHARABIA.

) Compressed Forage Factory

B BARRAGE,

FRESTERN FOURCE.,
SHekIKA,.
HEHH& HATHUH-

EL -
SO,
 MINIAe
- E FVAYOUN, -
 SHUBHA .
BAHARIA,
ASSIUE.
QUAKA,

— e — . i r——
—— e, i - —— i S — T — . . S S —

e
e, T

- 3 <=2 N V=l

e fm———— e R g -

— e e b e

e

MR R E R
BEEBERERE TR
0O b e B0 Bt bt b e

s P 8 Ly a0
P £ =0 0 0 0 0

1 = =1 8
=R E R I B B

B el T b —
e e A e - —E i e e

|

hﬁhlunh Fbuﬂﬂ.

F NORTHEKN EBOTION, { ) 4
Looal Duties , PORIL 8 1Dy
i/o Caterpillar Beocts |

AdviBup:Depot, Desert |

gozummn . H

Maln Bupanpct,KAlTAhA?

Suptbepot WEST

| . L FERDAN . II

g = FERRY POBT, I
. ® MOASCAR, t
Hain Supbepot,ZAGAZLG ¢

garried forward ||

(a) Includes =
1/13 MeTeDet'l
Froz:Meat Depx
IlwITl and

Uiul ,Alulﬂl

lialn Bupebepo

-

x
Ll A TR

b
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o

which Army Service Co pe officers are required (Cont,).
J . : L

Captain cor
Subsaltem.
Subalterme.

e i S . = - ——

SBrought forvard

i

BABTERN FORCE (Cont.)

U USHILRN SECTION,
L&s1 Duties,SUEZ. b)
;Jul'lldﬁpﬂt g DL HAPIEUM o
Bu¥ sDepot,EL KUBRI .
Stap:Depot,EL SHATT.

(b)Includes =

Main SuptDepiSUES.,

Suptbeps PORT
TEVFIK .

LJoWeT. and 0.0,
AeB0s

PP

e B e W e e SR S B W mm m

e
0

gSpecial Duties, ASSIUT, . 33
Westemmn Force. " Employed under
AlQIH.Gl(P) ﬂ-‘
SUDAN , : Hecruiting Officers
KHARTOUM , : | of Hative Persommel
BOYPTLAN ARMY » EeCeTals

CIPRUBS

g S = s P — e
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AR reguxds (b),
povidoa from the Sisnal Uepot, ALLAANDE] L1G the

romainder will de found frox the imperial Canmel Corpe.

if a ¥/ detaciment 4in 4 f t ghould i shed

rom e Faul e Ueo

fd . nal Company,

OO0 o

Ge

AT S

S0 e LUanels

iransaport Corps

FOP0e ¢

e T rae (d), arran

pFovision of pervwornrel.
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,_jb’\

& Pater uiite
¢l A9 avalilable at
Nogens v 2orviod 1t
B HuUle one eection of »
o the Cazel) Srisade, If
dings Uemels negecsary to
provided end sent to HAZANR,
be =ade 40 traln lmperial
indeperdent undt feoreed on
dod aftar furtaasy e rionde
the Camel vrMeade 410 the flelde
reprottod that tw proviesion of a Field
SERALLMII00 Wit ¢l Tranaport 1a, for the present, out of
the QUeation. @ tine requar L0 re-oryanise & Mlaeld
Avhulaioeo on & camol bDanlie o U train the peresomel AN
Cune 1 aanasenunt,ett., Would rendsr i1te participation an
early Operatlons Qguite inuvolelible. i theoe ciroums tanoes
it will be nesossary either (a) to sttach an alroady
orpanised Anbuiance Uenvoy, or (b) to foproviee one as »
ROMPOrary DOASUIve Iin the ovent of (b)) belin: selsoted,
would you ploase say wWhether this oan e arrangod with the
POSOUNrCO® At your disposal, and, if not, wat evrcontiale
are laoking, when ovory endeavour will be nade to moet
pasrly a8 ponsiblee
r coree (a) or (b) ia sdopted, 1t may De
tenpOrary messure, and alter Turther
the vamel drirade endesvours will Y nade

Avibulunoe with Capel "reaneror? ol tadle

_‘\_
E\
/1!{ alor- w-ml,. ’

Y the emeral LSialt,
LETESOALIOMNAarY T OIUNe e

Lt CoC.t
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Brgis,
t.8

[ W
. e

‘arrant
O 11 ni G"- .rt:-l -

. ——— -

#

wOrmanqger,
(- r‘i.__"' £ .L:I“.'..‘.l).

:_:-I\A & .

srigade Najore.
stal'f Captain,

AURANLL TRATIVE
nvibao AND

UEPARTIITS .
ReVels

-_1 : w - - (.l;-..- h
Chaplain, - . : | O s
L] ! - '. .
, * , . résbvtirian
‘Cierx to Stalft, | ' r and lon fh
: . - i L -..'-_..-'l.‘n'.lh

Y - = _
tormiat.

Eﬂﬂkt
Uatnone

ignal Section,

ative Urivers.

. 0tale

B LT L IR T
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CAMEL BRIGADE SLIGNAL SECTLION.

PROVISIONAL WAR KSTABLLSHMENT .

T

Is.

Detall.

& Sergts.

Off 1icers.
Warnant
Off1cers.
nank and
File,
Horsese

Riding
game

Total.
Hidin

Saptain or }
Su tern. |1

Sapper (spare) =

Driver for
Baggage Camel.

Batman.

Telephohe Eatnah*
moncSe

e e e i

sSergeant. -
Gorporal.,
Ploneers.

Drivers for

Baggage Camels. # Includes following
R.E.Personnel =

1 Hﬁrgﬂ ant.
1 Corporal.
4 Ploneers.

Sergeant.
Corporal. 1 x| 1
Pi&url. 4 4 4

3 e 2% |20 23*‘ - |23 | & |

BOTE. One camel is provided to carry tent telegraph and small stores in
two pamniers and two camels are provided for the stores (cable,
barrows, telephohes, oto.) of each telephone detachment. The load
on each of these is 300 lbs., leaving approximately 8500 lbs., 1in
all to be distributed amongst the remalning 24 camels ridden by
the detachments.
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Do [L.i;'u_,}j*. i;ul.ﬂ."..-l'f. i ‘hJ‘_I___ L:f MM 1 a...:URl"' i B

B A — - —

D e llalre GHJLU{LN'

e G o e il il e

JT::JL'{LJ'U" li.LL_JJ..H Ml 'y Wal T fﬁlbb _;,r.l_-i'l.'-'.'_.:';.u.l.lli.

= + —

‘ \

HouMARKS .

Officers

Sergeants.

1 i " 5 i
Corporals.

#Includes .10%
SPAre .

Privates.

Total.

Native Personnel

Above allows for 1356 rounde S.A.A. per rifle.
8,000 .3 . " Lewis Gun,

‘-
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H&'{l'ﬂuu& ldl'll']ﬂ.nﬂl;‘-il..l 'u.;JLL-J,,.b.L.l GQ;R:PI:.E'-

S R e mm— e i g

[ ]

r 1 l"l. T [ 1
W f}ri_;i .I.JJ.‘ara:iIth.'-'ri
et L B i+ -

————

PROVISIONAL WAR BoTADBLIoHMINT .

i — T — e ey

T A - e— T - - G
— o e e S S S e EE o E—

i .
Caml

—p  —

=

Riding

REMARKS .

ool ’tﬂ ™

DeDOI'ELB .
ank -and
File.

OBf'icers.
Off 1cers.
o7

warrant

Captain.

Subaltern.
staff Sergeant
sergeants.
Corporals’
Privates.

gatmens.

— o E—
[ ———— e — —
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of ficer Commanding,

Inperial Camel Corps.

-‘--------- .—.---‘------__

The attached copy of a letter despatched to

the General Officer Commanding Eastern Force, regarding the

formation of the Camel Corps ﬂrig&&a. is forwarded for your

information, {f,ﬂ v~ JETN i
p 5 pe— If". ’ _}_\_. | --\'l. __.-’I " [
‘ :f{;} i LXEJ \ Hxﬂf}ak{fﬁcrfu

Lisutenant=Colonel«@.5.
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18th Vecember, 1916.

general Ufficer Commanding,

vestern Force.

44 attached establishment of an Armoured Irain is

forwarded for vour informaetion.

1. Nose 1 and & Armoured Trains (at present serving with
the Desert Column) have now been placed upon practically an

identical essablishment, except as regards the number of

infantry escort -« this difference being caused by a different

nature of escort truck being used,

e 40 18 intendod to bring all three armmoured trains in

SCGYPT on to the same establishmont as far as this can be done.

Oe Will yvou, therefore, please eay whether an establishment
identical to the attached can be drawn up for the armoured trai
at present in your command Y. If this can be arranged,
questions aifeoting the equipment of the train and the posting
of the necessary personnel can be carried through with less
delay by the Army Ordnance Department and 3rd Echelon

respectively.

Major-tGeneral,
Chilef of the General Staff,
Egyptian hxpeditionary Force.
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Personnel.

Leloe Sub e Relo Hele O :
light. antry. driver. (b) 2 Tel. &
ﬂigl
(c) Infantry)
Helo

® UL Lo

D elle ( i:i'..u..
Cl.1I)1
bgt-
Cpls
H-G-U'ﬂ
S (ﬂlun)

'

2

2
-z
7

. Privates
2(c) 3 Ammunition.,

. OD=
boms -0 k)

00Q_

z _ 1 | = | | 1
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SEORET . ;77

Heandquarters, Heavy Branch,

Adwanced G,.H,0.

2Nth November, 1418.
Dear General,

I send you some notes you asked for about
lTanks, whlich are a summary of various paners on the
subject which have been ismued.

Ihe notes of course refer to conditions that
obtain in H'*“;“h':-'a: Beypt must adapt our experience to
thelr conditions which I imapgine are quite different
both as regards ground and ornosition.

I sugges nat Ngypt be warned that these

'y

Tanks cen't do half the things the "Daily Mail® says

they can: also that machinery won't do more than a very

definite amount - and it cannot make an extra effort as a

marn ocane.

In time of course they are going to win the war,

but not thlis year.

Iours slnocerely,

(Szd.) Hugh Flles.
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hat

e

-
i
Es @

E " e
rnear vo

-
= R 1 i
¥ Chd el &2 1Y el &

the Tank:

enemy, OW]

ADDIroAC

nuae of 2

dawn n el

in thelr sital

gtart later

the Tanks, unl

natu al hol.

considerabvle

:.:E"l 1Tl LI siad =R-1-034 s i
be resgarded as o ly acCceasor:
ELET.JIF:.-GF [} :-LI[.‘ Lt [ ¥ '_: f Al Lh. |
with Artillerve.

4. In cases sv have reached a nost

ile

1ittle a ad of the infautry, they have W doubtedly ',"
valuable service, 1Tholr mor ff{f'ect aipon the € ' .
infantry has been consiaerablo. have also {xﬂ..pv!;'
drawn & rood deal of hostile jun and Rif'le Tire on
themselves, and, therefore, OIl attacking lLLJTF?H, LEF
they have boen the G‘Q:P

in the trench, to knock out in many cases Nis maGHLiNC 1.uf-1:~ 3
and, by the combined moral and material e fect, :?‘iTI ,Jﬂ out
1 G IIU « LIl TI1O CT) )% &

heen able to cause him

. 1-:1 - ':'“'E: C:'}LI.I ( l-,‘..:- _-J.’q'.l"'llll_ll-!"l_]-f.‘!- l"‘]'_':-l 1'

i "

the eneny's surrendcr o1 relir !
attempting to.retire, they have
further loss.

| Cases have also occurred in which Tanks, coming up aiten
the infantrv, have been able to deal with gtrong points, an

L™
L
TE,

machine guns which were holdiln, the infantry upe

!'I- 3 . =
Lilel U L d

ﬁ- un f.“l':l ?'l'}lﬂ_l,f.-, LI1€ -Ll'-."?f. aeamg J‘.,,I:.J be

any rate, the majority of them, '-.T;_'.ru_c,,-_,l:l roach the
trenches just ahead of the 1iniantiry = say ardas
7 e The ideal a8 deccribed in the precedin agraph 18,
however, undoubtedly difficult to attalin. X e firset rlaﬂﬁrﬁ
the paee of the Tanks varies much with the nature ol Lhe gr'oOulld
"u.fu'it': th L‘.lf'f':‘,E_-.Ej-. u:.“"ﬁ!"ilill, over 6 Ove
an the Infantry. Uphill, or o
move BlOWer. I they start origlnely any &ap
I'“'"Dv*r_ of the intanti no ¥ill prob r brin;
A : e e , - o wWa
enemy's barragé AWAY
do not start in
will soon pass them
Tanks . I1f they are
infantry, there if al
barra;e which 1t 18

v
1NLa

loge Uup Lo, 1N tl
IJtiI'*i-’.ll
lanes in
attompt
¥y

* i
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On the whole, it may be said that the most favourable
conditions for the use of Tanks in the present stage of thelr

development 1s where both they and the Infantry can move off

to the assault from a starting line within not more that 3500

or 3580 yards from the trench to be assaulted. If the ground

is very favourable the Tanks could start from this line
simultaneously with the Infantry with good prospects of
reaching the enemy's trench a little before them. If the

ground is less favourable it will probably be possible to give
the Tanks a start of a minute or two without danger of the
enemy'a barrage catching the Infantry before they could leave
their starting trenchese. Nothing can be lald down on the
subject except that it 1is advantageous if things can be

arranged sc that the Tanks do reach the objectlive hostile

trench just in front of the Infantry, but as they are merely
accessory to the combined action of the Infantry and Artillery
it would not be Jjustifiable to take any risk of interfering

with that combination or of bringing about a risk of fallure of
the Iffantry attack through not affording our men the protection
of our Artkllery barrage or by bringing down on them prematurely
the enemy's barrage.,

£809«
The speed of Tanks is approximately as follows i~

By night 16 yards a mimute.

By 48y SveF Regktly shetisd EROURY-.Ad ERGER.R,"iFeRd:
30 yards & minute. <
by day on open ground, 90 yards a minute.

Tanks can cross any wire entanglement and they leave a
track which is passable to Infantry. The wire is not, however,
in any way removed, and loose strands remain on the ground which

may ack as trif wires. Tanks can push their way through brush-

wood but cannot negotiate woods if they contain trees of any sisze

Tanks have rendered great value by passing down the main
streets in Villages, knocking out sachine  Guns and keeping down
the fire of snipapsj; but they are liable to be held up if they
attempt to pass over the ruins of Villages by falling into ocellar

or dug=outs.

If the ground behind our front has been heavily shelled
or is very much intersected with trenches, tracks should be
prepared, so a8 to render the approach march of the Tanks as easy
as possible., Tahks experience considerable difficulty in surmount
ing obstacles by night and the hours Of moonlight should be
chosen whenever possible.

Reconnaissance work and Intelligence work in conneotion
with Tanks is of the greatest importance, and Tanks should not
be sent into action until the Tank Commander has had time to
reconnéitre the ground very thoroughly, and work out his route
on & Map, marking the time when he should pass various points and
objeotives. He should also have full use of all avallable aeropl

photographs.

A considerable amount of transport is required in ponnect

ion with Tanks, for the formation of forward dumps of Petrol and
water,etc., Aeroplane petrol 1is required.

Officoers are very short of Ailitmmy experience, and
require careful instructions. v %P ’

I'he following signals have been used with suocoess t=-

- Broken do
Am on ggjtntivi

/Infantry
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Command er-1in-Chief,
BEeyptian Expedi.tlornary Force.

Naval Command er-in-Chief,
EAST IVDIES AMD EGYPT.

GEVERAY, HEADOUARTERS,
15th Decembar, 19186.

I have the honour to forward for your
information a copy of the correspondence which has
taken place between Admiral Spitz and myself rorarding
an offer made by him to place his squadron at my
diesposal during the impending operations in the
vicinity of .EL ARIGSH.

I am not aware of the nature of the assiatance
Admiral Spitz is able bo provide, but I .presume that

information is already in your possession.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

apd.) A. ILymden<Bell
(SB - 0.6.8,

for General,
Command er-in-Chief',
Egyptian Expeditionary Foroce.
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Command er-in-Chief,
Lgyptian Expedlitionary Forne.

Rear-Admiral Spitz,

Commanding French Syrian Naval Division,
PORT SAID.

GENERAL HEADNMARTERS,

15th Dedomber, 1918.

Sir,

I have the honour to convey to you my sincere
thanks for your letter No. 341 of Dacember 11th, and to

say how greatly 1 appreciate your kind of'fér of

co-operation which will be of the greatest value to me,

I have arranged wilth Admiral Wemyss to convey

to you, through him, my plans, with suggestions as to
the best form which, in my opinion, your kind co-operat-
ion might take.

Allow me to repeat my sincere recognition of
the valuable support which you have so0 generously
of'fered to place at my disposal.

I hare the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedlient Servant,

Signed) A.J.Murray,

Ganeral,

Oommarnder-in-Chief,
Egyptian Expeditionary Force.
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HE

DIVISION DE SYRIE
FPort Said, l1le 11 Decembre 1918.

ETAT=-MAJOR.
- I.Le Contre~Amiral de SFITZ Commandant la

No .341 Division Navale de Syrie A Monsisur le General NURRAY

Commandant en Chef les Forces Nxpeditionnaires en

Egypte.

Mon Géeneral,

En prevision d'operations militaires gque vous
pouvez projeter, j'al 1'honneur de vous faire sconnaltre
que Je serals heursux @e mettre a votre disposition les
batiments de la Division que Jje commande, dont la esooper-
ation pourralt vous etre utile pour toute operation

interessant la partie de la cote, dont 1le blocus incombe a

la Marine Frangaise .

Je mettrals sgalement avec plaisir a la dispositic
de 1'Amiral WEMYSS les bﬁtimanta qui pourraient luil etre
utiles pour concourie & une -opsration dans 1a zone dont
le controle est attribue a la Marins Britammioue.

Le Vice-Amiral WiNYSS m'avant demande dernisrement
par cormunication orale de son Chef d'Etat-VMajor, 1la
gooperation du REQUIN pour une opsration de ce genre, Je
lul ai reépondu dans le sens que je viens de vous indiguer.

Veuillez agreer, Mon Goneral, l'expression de mes

respectueaux sentiments.

(Signed) SPITZ.
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