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depot would be established before the column left MERSA MATRUH and would be treated as 2 base
from which it would be possible to operate with 35 supply cars, the scheme being worked out
on the following baslis:-

Load of a Ford van. 1200 IEE.

WEi$ht of Buropean day's ration. B 2
Day's forage for a camel, 14
Maximum distance to be covered by each car daily - 100 mlles
5% of cars spare.

Instructions were given (20/1/17) that no more Ford vans were to be deepatched easiwards
from KANTARA pending further orders. | |
A Conference wae held at General Headguarters on 22/1/17 to discuss the whole question
of the raid. Present -
Chief of the General Staff, .
General Officer Commanding, Western Frontier Force,
Director of Suppllies and Transport,
Brigadier-General Hodgson,
and the Officer Commanding Light Car Patrol.

The composition of the proposed force was discuseed and approved and it was clearly
laid down that the operation should be directed only against the Oases of SIWA and G;HEA, and
that special care should be taken to avold damage 10 anything of a sacred character in these
places. On no account should our troops enter or make any hostlle demcnstrgtion ageinst
casis of JAGHBEUB. As s result of the Conference, General Hodgson was instructed to
prepare and submit, as early y possible, his proposed plan of operations, showling,
B a) The general scher
) The approximate date
) The approximate he ¢
) Detalliiarrangements
) Medical arrangements

ion would commence.
e reached.
forces during the operatbon.
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’l'?'r}{““-’?’ On ﬂ'?t.h Ja.nuﬂ.ry, information was received from a reliable agent,who had reached SOLLUM
frﬂm the oasis of SIﬂA that day, to the effect that an immediate evacuation of the oasis had
been ordered by Idris and therefore had an important bearing on the proposed operation against
SIWA.

If this information was true it would seem in the highest gegree unlikely that the enemy
would afford any opportunity for effective action at SIWA by the forece which it was originally
proposed to employ, and which would not have been prepared to move agalnst the oaels for at
' 1lsast three weeks.

i Under these circumstances a rald by'mutﬂr-car wag dscided upon, and instructions given for
4t to be carried out forthwith, the following beling the|plan of operation :-
| The information received led to the belief that Sayed Ahmed might still be at SIWA with a
 small bodyguard, though he had announced hie intention of leaving very shortly for JAGHBUB. The
| objects therefore of the rald were
(ag To capture Sayed Ahmed and any of his followers who might be with Him, and to verify the
information recelved.
(b) To reassure any luyal inhabitants who might have remained in the oasis.
The force amplayedﬁcanﬂiat-& of the Light Armoured Car Brigadse under Major L.V.OwBton,D.S.0.
| Nog. 4, 6 and 6 Light Car Patrols under Major L. Partridge - the whole being under the command
| of Eriradiar-Ganeral H.W.Hodgson, who %eek with him as special staff officer Captain J.A.H.
| Gammell, M.C. . . lew) ) | |
Orders wase given for the concentration of all units at MATRUH, the Light Armoured Car
Brigade being ordered to prepare® for instant action and to be sslf-contalned for five days.
Similar orders wers given to the O0fficers Commanding Nos. 5 and 6 Light Car Patrols.
WL e 40 Ford vans_wewxe forwarded from ALEXANDRIA to MATRUH, whers they wems to be loaded with
water aﬁﬁ_shpﬁlieg for 6 dayse, and then to follow the fighting. cars.
Captain Royle, Egyptian Coastguard Service, who has an intimate knowledge of the country in
which the operations would take place, ac omlhr1aa General Hodgson.

Information shewed that the line of reire at tonarda JAG&BUB must almost inevitably n?ss ‘
throuzh the MUNASIB defile. The plan, thsrefors, #as for the Light Armoured Car Brigads,( less
Larougn uvoe o olb UBl . > plall, . MTR7 £rom thence to hold thn MUNASIB

and 1 light car patrol, to-proceed tO GEBEL LQﬁH!m and -

e, e

i the springs in the viecinitiy.
e

3
Battery of the Light Armored Car Brigade and TWO Light Car Patrols w&re intended to

t. Wig957/Mgo 750,000 1/16 J.B.C. & A. Forms;(.2118/12.
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HE SHIPMENRIT ©° AND LANDING OF SUPPLIES AND STORES AT EL ARISH.
re entered into with the P N.T.0. and Vice Admiral Commanding=in=Chief early
trsvipicn of sultable ships and surf boats for landing surplies, and, if
iemandad, stores at ElL. ARISH. The Vice Admiral gave hie consent to this prorosal,
that it would be necessary that the coast should be swept for mines, and that
u’i trobably be necessary for 48 hours to elapse=after the occupation of the town= before
ould be safe for a ship to sall from PORT SAID.
“irat ship carrying the Beach Master and party, Millitary Landing Staff, and 400 tons of
iﬂB, actually salled at 2030 on 22nd Decembar.
realised from the outeet that, as there exists at EL ARISH merely an open beach with no
n from the prevalling winter wind, that this source of supply must be regarded as
bsl iia.j, and not as ona to be depended upon for the maintenance of the féree. Neverthsless,
has proved of considerable use during the perliod under review, viz., Descember 23ra to
nuary llth, although work was only poesible for four whole working days, and partlially for ©
daye, a total amount of over 1400 tone wae safely landed. Taking into coneldsration th
fact that the boatmen and beach party were without much previous experience and frequently
exposed to attack by hostile aircoraft, this may be considered highly satisfactory, and 'indlcates
that, in the spring, when fine weather is the rule, a daily landing of 350 to 400 tons should
bs poesible. Tnnre are at present two shipe employed. These will, however, require supple=-
menting, and the P.N.T.0. 18 now taking up this matter with the Admiralty.
The Pler Jonﬂtruutﬂl by the Australian Bridging Train has, so far, not been utilised to any

great extent, being adapted for landing from lighters rather than from surf boats, Lighters
sarnot be utilised at this time of the yesar owing to lack of anchorage.
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eoth, NOTES ON THE TACTICAL EMPLOYMENT OF

CAMELRY - ESPECIALLY WHEN ACTING IN

CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER MOUNTED TROOPS.

e B DS e e e e R e S S B e e e e e e el e e e e e e

1, Experience gained in the recent
operations of the Desert Column - notably at
the actions at MAGDHABA on December 23rd,
and at MAGRUNTEIN on Jeanuary 9th - makes

it possible to estimate, with a considerable
degree of accuracy, the valuye of camelry in
combined mounted operations,

2 The employment of the Imperial Camel
Brigade in these actions has fully
confirmed the view that, in desert
operations, camelry would supply just that
backing of mobile infantry which is so
esgential to successful cavalry tactics,
and which it is often so difficult to
provide,

v, = The principal uses to which such a
mobile infantry backing can be usefully
put are as follows: -

(a) The holding of defiles or of
ground necessary to secure
possible lines of retreat,

(b) As a purely infantry addition
to the strength of cavalry when
pushing home a dismounted attack
on immotile detachments,

(¢) As a pivot of manoeuvre when
operating against mounted troops.

(d) As march outposts to a mounted
force.,

4., In order to obtain the full valiue
of camelry working in support of or in
conjunction with cavalry, it is essential
that Commanders should fully appreciate

the peculiar advantages and limitations

of the camel in his relation to the horse,

(a) As-regards the former, the mein
agsets of the camel liﬂ in his
far greater endurance, in his
higher degree of mobility in
deep desert going, 2nd his
ability to undertake independent
oprerations extending over four
of even five days, self-supporting
and self contained.
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Summary of Events and Information I
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the car. In one particular instance a car with a broken axls waes=sucoessfully

towed in a distance of 20 miles by 2 camels.

In addition to purely military reconnaissance* work as exemplified in the follow=

ing typical report, the Light Cer Patrols have rendered valuable service in the survey of EGYFT,

28/12/16.
PERSONNEL
OBJ ECT

Route

29 /12/186.

31/12/18.

Report of Recornnaissance made by No. 5 Light Car Patrol, Dec 28 to Jan. 1lst.

T 157t VOGHARE on December 28th at 0730 with 2/Lt. Williamse, 2/Lt. Tipper and

Nine N.C.0's and men, with 5 cars, rations water and petrol for 7 days.

To repair and bring in a car left out 135 miles S.W. on Dec. 14th and to endeavour
to fix varioue features of the escarpment between EL GATTARA and EL GARA. |
I followed my former route until 4 milss of LONE TREEDUNMP, where 1 camped for the
night. The evening was spent in taking obssrvations to fix the longi=tude and
lat=itude by theodeolite and chronometer.

Left Camp at 0730 and reached car at 09350. I left 2 cars and 5 men to repailr

car and still keeping to my former route, reached my most westerly point at 1300.
As I considered that a better view of the escarpment could be obtained in a N.VW.
direction, I ran 7 miles on a bearing of 323.5 and camped. Two miles further
back, we croesed an old caravan track )probably the one shewn in all maps) but
there was no evidence of it having been used for a long tims.

While Lieut., Williams was putting up the theodolite and measuring off a mile base,
I ran on towards the escarpment another 7+ miles, pessing another caravan route |
with no tracks on 1it. Beyond right up to the edge of the escarpment appeared to
be impassabley Sabbakha over which no camel can travel.

On my return to camp, I found that Lt. Williams had fixed all the chief points
along the escarpment by theodolite, and I also took bearings on all points with
prismatic compass.

I took two cars at dawn and ran 5 milss further west in the direetion of EL
GARA, the going being qulte good. I saw no tracks of any kind, and.ag the _
weather was very misty, I returned on my tracks to Lt. Williams, and then with the
fthree cars, ran back to the broken down car on & bearing of 118° arriving there
at 1300. All repairs having been completed, ebmervatiens I ran back to my
bivouac of 28/12/16 and campen. All observations were 1interrupted by clouds,

: : " 0 »
Leaving camp at 0730 I took 4 care and ran on a bearing of 274" to find a
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