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PLAN OF OPERATIONS BEASTERN FORCK .

3 1 . i = | : ) 1 a { d
The following Proposals were forwarded by General Dobell, under his L.S5. Y9, of 19/3/17,

._....._-—.—.._...-._._._--.._--..-.-.--———-------—‘—-#----1--—-‘--'-'---

if the enemy ppstponee a generdl retirement untll we are ready PD
strike which it is hoped will be about the 25th March - that the Desert Column should
move forward sc as to0 be about DEIR EL BELAH and KHAN YUNUS on that evening. ﬁ*tplpapanurlv
¥ith the movement of the Desert Column, it is proposed to move forward the 54th Divieion 1O
neisghbourhood of EL JURA or IN SEIRAT, and the 52nd Divislion to the neighbourhood of 4N
SEIRAT or KHAN YUNUS., The exact dispostion ofrfese formations must depend on the latest

information available as to the dispostions of the enemy, and on the practicabllity of

watering the divisions.

It 18 proposed,

the

The Imperial Camel Brigade will cover the right flank of the force.

1O

On the morring of the 26th March the Desert Column will attack GAZA. The mounted
troops of the Desert Ccolumn will be thrown round to the east and north-east of the town 1in

srder to block the escape of the enemy force in GAZA itself, and to observe the anemv or all
s ; : s 22 . 5 o | ¥ 1 1 . 5 = =% L s, 1B L | f.l' <

roads leading to GAZA from HUJ and HAREIRA and hetween those places. The 55rd Vivision tTO
move straisht on the' ALI MUNTAR position,attacking and taking it as soon after dawn as
nossible.  This attack must be rapidly pressed to a conclusion, and additicnal ertillery
maev be attached to the 53rd Divieion from one of the other divisions to assist.

AS soon as the above position is taken, the Desert Column will move forward 1ts
infantrvy in order to take up and strengthen a position covering ihe roeds from HUJ = HAREIRA.
divisions will be moved simultaneously to the neighbourhcod of
GAZA .

The mounted troops me hile will continue to observe and press the enemy LOWArdas
HUJ and HAREIRA, assisted by the Imperial Camel Brigade.

<a 286 of a determined enemy advance from HUJ and HAREIRA, the 583rd Division cf the
Desert Colum 111 be ordered to entrench and hold on. One of the supporilng 4ivisions

would be within e reach, at SHEIKH ABBAS - GAZA. The other either be moved up or,

2449 Wt Wiggs7/Mgo 7s50,00n 1/16 J.B.C. & A. Forms/C.2118/12.
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*1a“hinL movement on the part of the enemy by SHELLAL, would remailn
- lﬂ-nk .

Desert Golumn, assisted by the
v, falling slowly beck on the main

£ =

.ne {lanks

On the occupation of GAZA, and if the enemy does not move out
of two courses, His malin body in the HUJ - KEJILA area may rem
anced detachments at SHARIA - HAREIRA have time to retire.
orospects of endsavouring to cut off those advanced detac
h sourse, had been coneidered. On hearing fromthe air:rak; 1€ -enemn, :
cod firm, it might bs possible to move the right flank division straight forward norin-
Ly ¥ith its ft+ directed practically on HUJ. This division should be st ong enough to

main body

mounted t*r”‘

OHARIA

might then pass in rear of this division and endeavour to cut off the
HAREIRA detachments.

11

le g
of f anv a ttack which the enemy is strong enough to make for a considerable period.

OPE

'r'r’

This plan, however, offers considerable difficulties in respect of the watering oI

*runpa in the srea indicateéd. It has the further disadvantage that the mounted troops alone.

E'f not Be able to deal completdy with the SHARIA - HAREIRA force, and that that force
ight escape by way of BIR ES5 SABA instead of northwards.

4. After full coneideration, therefore, the conclusion was come to that the follawing
plan, which in any case would be preferable in the event of an lmmedlate general retirement
of the enemy, is the one to which it would be deeirable to work.

On informati om being received from the aircraft that the enemy is in retreat nortn-
wards, the mounted troops to be thrown round his right flank, if possible across the line
EL FELUJE - BEIT JIBRIN. The 53rd Division will move rnrwarﬂ from GAZA t0 a position on
whach 4t can support the mounted troops and keep the roads open behind them. Tie Desert

Codumn would maintain the pursuit as far and as actively as possible, the mounted troops
cutting the railway in the neighbourhood of the Junction, and doing as much damage as
puunibia to the enemy, on the move, out of his .trenches.

2449 Wi Wiggs7/Moo 750,000 1/16 J.B.C, & A, Forms/C.2118/12,
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raining,ﬁ divisions would be removed straight to GAZA and everything

landing of supplies from the sea. If necessery, and desirable
uation, one division might be moved back to EKHAN YUNUS, so as 10O
avallable for increasing the radius of action of the remalnder

©B88ary quL“Jalaaa*amE, etc., and organisation of the troope and t
:u-;z'lgl'_; proceeded with with view to the execution of these plans.

Commander-in-CHief forwarded the following remarks on the
.u-:.::.'.’. . 'j.h"_‘ "r}-tf .1"_: 15 ] b{]/ﬁj/lq :""'

(a) He nresumes that, in the event of it being impossible to water v _ the

nei bubuqr;cuM of EL JURA, the lmperial Camel Corps Brigade, disposed upon - + L*uhUR
GOZ EL EZZ, will be strong ewugh to prevent any interference with th

an® to the south=-wést by the enemy force located at HAREIRA.

(b) It %s sugpgested whether it would not be advisable, should supply arrangements permit,
+o move the 54th or 52nd Divieion northwards in support of the mounted troope ‘when they
attack the railway in the neighbourhood of FALUJE, and thelr subsequent occupation of the
line EL FALUJE « BEIT JIBRIN. The 53rd Division could then be given the sole task of
capturing the ALI MUNTAR position and consolidating the pos@ition covering GAZA. This
division will almost inevitably require a certalin amount of reorganization after the capture
of ALI MUNTAR, and the moving up of one rearward division, even though the distance to be
traversed would ‘'be longer, would save time-eventually.
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l. Eastern Front. The most important event has been the preparation and concentration
u; troops, culminating in the Battle of GAZA, on 26/5/17; for detalls of appreciations of
Ene sltuation prior to the action, see notes after war diarv for 9th Earch,‘iﬁth March and
<0th March. For accounts of operations, see notes after war diary for olet March. :

5 The chief difficulty throughout these operations has been lack of water and
difficulty of transport and supply. :

%. Western Force. In accordance with G.H.Q. Force Order No. 54, para.l(a), dated 9th
March, 1917, the amalgamation of Western Force and Delta District into one single command
?m be known as "Delta and Western Force™, took effect from 12 noon, 15th March, 1917. ’
No events of any importance took place on this front during the month.

©. Hed jax. Indications show that the Turks are éndeavouring to withdraw their forces from
this front. Portions of the 53rd Division are now reported in PALESTINE faesess-thdnsfoent .
To prevent this retirement efforts have been made to destroy the railway line, which is the
chief method of communication. The ralway was cut sueeessfully at the beginning of ther
mo?th Patween MEDINA and JADAHA. It was estimated that no rolling stock could be run- L
:ﬁ;i%/é?{?/l?. Another party left on a demolition expedition on the railway near EL SANA

4. Royal Flying CUPEE. Throughout the month they have been employed for bombing the
ememy and his communications, as well as reconnaissance on the Eastern Front. The enemy

now have machines of a faster and more powerful type than we have, and application has
been made to the authorities at home for the supply of a faster and more powerful type of
machine for the use of our R.F.C. ' n

o I ?rganiiatiggﬂ The organization of the 74th Divieion i8, a8 regards infantry, nearly
complete, and brigadee are in process of concentration on the Eastern Front. A new Indiar

Brigade has been formed and will be known as the 49th Indian Infantry Brigade, consisting

RCDIG1005220
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of the 1/101st Grenadiers, 2/101st Grenadiers, 58th Rifles and 5th Light Infantry.

6o Training. Owing to the poesibility of operations in the Eastern theatre, the Staff
School at Mena House, the Imperial School of Instruction, Zeitoun, and the Central Gas
School, Tel-el-Kebit, were broken up on 21/3/17, the candidates returning to thelr units.
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