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N APPENDIX. 5
O .. 25rd Battalion, 6th Infantry Bde. - |

PART TAKEN IN ATTACK ON HINDENBURG LINE ON 3rd May 1917.

The 23rd Battalion formed hp by 3.50 a.m. on J.9D.

Pape in following formation :-
| 4 waves numbered 5 to 8.

5th wave "A" Company, under Capt. X.C.D. Dawson

6th " 2 platoons C Coy, left, 2 platoons B Coy., right, under
Capte. Je¢ PaBscoe, :

Y&h " 2 platoons C Coy. left, 2 platoons B Coy., right, under
Capt. F.H. Dunn. .

Ssh " "p" Gﬂ,’i under Capt. P.GeRe Parkes.

At 3.45 a.m, ZERO the whole formation moved forward
up to the barrage, and on 24th Battalion getting as close in %o the
barrage as possible, 23rd Bn. closed up on them to 10 pace distance bet-
ween waves. Our leading wave rested on the wire, which was about 50 to
60 yaurds from the trench 0.G.1. The wire was very well cut and offered
no obstacle. 0.G.1l. was taken by 24th Bn. and we pushed forward through
wire and 0.C.l1 and took shelter in shell holes between 0.G.1 and 0.G.2.

At this stage the information that had been given to the men re their
objectives, 2nd the absolute kmowledge they had of the waves to which they
belonged proved of great valuse. UPE to this time the casumalties were
glight. 0.G.2 was then taken by 24th Bn., and at this stage the Officers
and H.C.0's had & l1little diffieulty in restraining the eagerness of the
men to get forward. Up to this time the right flank had never been in
touch with the 5th Brigade, although we had moved along the boundary laid
| down, but our liason Sgt.kept in touch, and the left flank of the 5th
* @rigade arrived at 0.G.1l., U.29.8.65.85. at about the same time as the |
- 24th Battalion. When our 6th and 7th waves were leaving 0.G.2 to nove
forvard to the 2nd Objective it was noticed that the 5th Brigade were be-
ing bombed back to the road on our right flank, and a2 large number were |
observed retiring overland to sunken road. The 5th, 6th, and 7th wave
advanced to the 2nd Objective, one wave (5th) of ours having combined
with the 4th wave of 24th Bn., our 8th wave remaining about 50 yarde in
rear in shell holes in front of sunken road. Seeing the right flank was
waprotected Capt. Parkes swung 8¢h wave along road from 0.¢.2 to 6 cross
roads. At this periocd the 8th wave suffered severe casuslties from
Machine Guns from REINCOURT. A% this period (about 8.30 8.Mm.) the ground
between Q.G.2 and 2ad objective was heavily shelled from the N.East and
\ machine gun fire from abou .9.2 and U 23 4 7.4. Qur line then
ran from U 23 a 7.2 along Embankment through cross roads and
along sunken road 10 Q«Ge2. with a bombing post under Lieut. A.C. Brewster
at U 23 4 2.8, and a machine gun in position at U 23 4 15.75, playing on
$0o Hun machine gun at U 23 4 70.35, and .sap at U 24 ¢ 1.4 which was being
i used for reinforoing by the Hun. At 8 45 a.m. the Huns counter attacked
| along sap running south through U 23 b & 4@ and started to bomb the embank-
ment from U 23 d 20.95. Our bombing post at U 23 4 2.8 opened fire with
rifle grenades and checked the attack - we then established a block at
U234 2.8, At 8.15 a.m. Battalion H.Q. were established at U 29 a 80 55
and the line was then held a8 sbove. A number of the Hth Brigade were
lined along the bank t0 0.G.l. Much movement was noticed along saps
leading from REINCOURT to 0.G.2, and Artillery was asked for fto deal with
game, 2180 picks and shovels to establish strong points along road in front
of 0.G. 2. The barr whieh had been down since 7 45 2.m. had been
causing ue many casualjties as & lot of shells were dropping on our side
of tramway, and by 11 a.m. the position had become untenable foreing us to
witndraw $0 0.G.2 and leaving posts on road forward from Q0.G.2 to approx-
| imetely to U 23 ¢ 9.4. puring this period our casualties were very heavy.
There was much setivity between our bombing posts and the Hums at the bomb-
ing post® in 0.G. 1 and 2. At 12 noon the Huns counter-attacked along
sap running south through U 23 d and along 0.G.2 but it was driven off. Tie
supply of bombs and grenades up to this time had been very satisfactory, |
and our men s2nd the 5th Brigade had dug in a2 fai¥ fire step along bank in
U 29 =a. By 12 noon the work of organizing the Battalion was well in
hand and our disposition was 11 officers and 103 O.R. in 0.G.2 right
flank with remainder of Bn. (approximately 40) in posts along bankin front
of 0.G.2, H.Qrs being in 0.G.1 havingy shifted there from road at approx-

imately 12 noon.
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At abouf 12 noon the 28th Battalion started to arrive
and filed infto 0.G1l and £ to left of sunken road preparatory $o the
right in 0.G.1 and 2. This made right flank well manned for some time
s0o we sent along partiee in (.Gl and Z to assist 28nd Bn. and relieve
their pressure.

- approximately 2 p.m. 28th Bn commenced bombing to
right along U.G.l nd made very good progress, but they were unable to
hold their positiod owing to shortage of bombe, and by 5 40 p.m. our
right flank was again back on road. At 5 b p.m. meesage received from
Brigade t0 organize bombing parties o work through the 22nd Bn. to our
left, 24th Bn. doing 0.G.1, 23rd Bn. doing (.G.2. This was Jjust being
got in hand when the Bossche drove the 28th Ba. back on to our flank, and
delayed matters as we had %o assist on our rignt flank, and also the 28th
Bn. took our 2upply of bombs which were coming forward. By 5 40 p.m.
the position was normal oa our right, and we proceeded to organize our
attackmk to the left. If this was suocessful we were to be relieved.
We were resdy to proecesed with attack at 6 p.m. dDut owing to lasck of
Stokes and Bombs the stfack did nst take plece until 7 30 p.m. This
attack had Juat started when it was stopped owing to number of bombs we had
on hand boeing insufficient 80 pousts were established under orders from
Captain Parkss holding the advantage we had de Qur heavies were
playing on our objective throughount the night and later at 10 30 p.m.
when lr. Holland €ook his stfack along 0.G.2 $0 U 23 d 6.4 we suffered
many casuslties from same, and had o withdraw %0 U 23 ¢ 1.4.

At 5 p.n. captain.ﬁosnitar, 2nd Lieut. Smith and 2nd Lt.
Summers reportefl at H.Qrs., 2nd Lt. 2tholl having been wounded on way up.

At appromimately 10 .m. post on our right flank notified
H.Qre. that Z8th Bn. were retiring down road. uajor Brown was immediate-
ly sent for and sftated he was acting under orders from his C.0. gaptain
parkes ordered him %0 hold the position along the right flank from 0.G2
to rear and he stated that he would get his men there and not move without
notifying ne. Ceptalin Parkes went to road and saw that{ it was manned.
At 11.15 p.m, our post on right flank reported 7th Bde. and 5%h Bde. had
withdrawn. 1 ratrol of one Officer and 2 Q.R. were sent out immediately
to got touch, at the same time £ strong posts were placed at U 29 a 8.6
The Patrol returned stating that there were no 5th Bde.
or 7th Bde. men or officere %o bDe seen, thus leaving our right flank in
the air. - We sent runners to Bde. with this information immediately sand
made preparations to hold our flamk. At 1 g.m. the 3rd Bn. commenced
to arrive to reliove our line. Relief being complete by 3 3¢ a.m,

While the Bn was moving out along sunken rocad the Hun counter attacked,
and we manned the embankment, attack was beaten 0ff and the En moved back

% E"‘hm.ﬂ.t H.Qrse. follo'ﬂing imlﬂﬂﬂiﬂtﬂlflﬂft.r hﬂ"’iﬂs beén held up h,
attack.

gagualties Killeéd. Wounded
OI ﬁFR. 0' L ] L ]
2 o7 12 227
“ounded & lissing ¥issing
Os Qalfe Oe QeHe
S . 79
Details of Officers
apt . «H. Dunn | Killed in action 3.5.17.
2nd Lt- H.S. Kinsman " o "
e Keays Wounded 1.5.17.
ﬂﬂjﬁr Weile Trew - 3517
Znd Lt- Rele Storrett L "
Lient. 2.J. Hodgson ” .
» He.A. Ratiray . »
. il J.V. Roxburgh " "
f ” W.J. Calbraith " "
” T. licSwiney . ”
2nd I.t. S.K. Smith 3 "
» J«0s Ethell o "
capte. K.CeD. DAwsSon " 4.5.1%7.
- Lieut. A.C. Brewster (remained on duty) -
"

Capt. J. Pascoe
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) APPEN{}%P:("M Py
o, SRR BATTALION OPERLTION ORDER No. 61 T
8th Mey 1917.
1. The 6th Inf. Brigade will move t0 MAMETZ Bde. Camp tomorrow 9th |
inst. in the following order := A ;
| 24th Ba.
25rd Bne.
!lﬁ'n Gﬁ?‘--
TeM. Birye
22nd Ba.
2lst Bn.
“.,i n-i w-

2. Order of Mareh.- The Battalion Order of Marech will be, Haqrs, "B"
\ ngw wpw g WaM %mm’_
"A"Y Coy. will supply Ba.talion rear guard of 1 Sgt. sad 10 men
to pick up stragglers. Rear Guard to mewve 50, } in rear of
A" COY. No mam is %o be allowed to fall out without receiviag
permission from sa 0fficer om a chi®.
Companies will be ready te move from their limes at 9 a.m..

é. THoute. ALFERT Reed to COURCELBETTE - MARTINPUICH,alomng
disused DECAUVILLE. traek te CONTALMAISON - FRIGOURT - MAMETZ.

4. Dress. Figating Order. Stedl helmets. Overcoats to be rolled '
in waterproof sheets amd worm om back.

5. Distamees. The following distemees will be msimtaised fxsm on the
8

i:

i mfh-" -
|- 20 minmutes between Battalions.
j 100 yards between Companies.

6. Tramsport. Tramsport will move with Battalions as far as
COURCELETTE, =ad them proeeed via LA BOISELLE, CONTALMAISON,
FRICOURT, MAMETEZ.

7. Cookers. Cookers will be resdy to pull out at 8.30 a.m., and will
‘have wverything resdy to supply midday meal at MAMETZ. |

b, 8. Billet rarty. 1 H.C.0. from Hesdquarters and ome per Company 1
to report to Battalion (ffiee at 7.45 a.m. |

& ]
|

|
|
1‘

| 9, vValises snd Blankets. Valises will be at Tramsport Limes at 8.15 a.m.
v All Blankets will be rollied im seetions of 10 and be at Transport
Lines at 8.15 a.m. | ’

10. Horses. Officers Horses will be a2t Compamy Limes at 9 a.m.
11. Routine. Reveille 7 a.m. Breakfast 7.30 a.m.
Inspeection of Limes, 8.30 a.m.
¥ove J.15 a.m.

|
{
(- 12. Certificate. Marechimg-out state and certificate re imspectiom of
5 linee to resch Battaliom (Qffice at 8.45 a.m.

@/E ~. '
‘ Captain. ¢
Ad Jutant, d. Bgttalion. |

r

i
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- U SECREY Copy NG L
< il _ S
- | BATTALION ULERADTC] ORDER 5Ce62. |
A BATLIGLIUN YLl 4 >
o fReference ALBERT Lap 1/40,000 < __léth rey 1917, |
1l The 23rd Battalion will aarceh to WARLOY srea tomorrow 17tk inst,
via MBAULT - VILLE - BUIRE - LAVIEVILLE.
_FJ, 2. Order of Larche. {he order of mareh will be :- -
A \ ﬁ:({f&_.,. F&ﬂﬁT &+ Do Cs and P CUFE. % TrE-IprD'r'B- y >
1 L
| Lo : 4 : ' i t of
L-‘ o Coyse. 10 be rewdy tec wove cu Lo their Coy. markers Lﬂ‘frUﬂ
.H} !|" ¥ Qamp at B Agliis One parwer per CO0Fs and ¥ Qree. to I‘HPDI"& at
3 Grderly Room at 7 B0 =il :
\ ! - . . - ' ] * )
;L : e 4 Balt for 13 hours will be wmade when head of ﬁﬂlumﬁ_rﬂaﬂhag
s LAVILVILLEe Haelts frem 15 minutes to elock hour will be made
r throughout the marei,
w074 Tl - Mraaspeort in rsar of Baltln. Sockers in rear of JoysSe
e ‘he fﬂliuwiu:g distanee will be maintaiuned on the wareh -
10C yards between Coyss
d-f 5 4 Routine. Revellie He20 B0
;ﬁ* Breazfast 6 a.u.
:\ U Rlapnkets t¢ be im packs, which will be staeked by Coys. at
1 ‘ hoad of "C" Coys. lines 2t & 40 d.Mms Officers valises to . .
= bé at QLeidse Gtore @t & 45 Bam. goy. wess boxes, aud all other :
R saterizl for tramscort to be estecked at votton emd cof DeCoy.
i - 'liﬂee.hf J-Js",{}uj.
} - - P 311 huts to be left thoroupghly :133;. | =i
- _ Sl
L l1ue 1 pPistoon of Be Coye under Lieut. Frost -will ramaln.hayinﬂ :
8- - when bthe in, moves out mntil lines =re laspeeied by Major |
t' Wilteuire sné elocenliness ol liues certifiod. : : :
o ] Drest ¥igh | derly Officer
1le Dress. Highting Order as indicated Lo the OF ¥ o
!1; : to=liny. ﬁ?ﬂrenat to be rolled in waterproof sheet, anud a0l S
worn unlegs ordereds : )
12, Ifarch Dieclipline. atriet attention is "o be paid %o mareh
) digeioline. T5 men Lo be nllowed to fall omt unless written
=l permispion is gilven by am Officers X
-Noam gif
)}}?'%f{s”ft'fb*'ﬂii , '-"{H*'.';a- . Jile0UTe
afadjatant 28rd satiln,
Copy No. 1 File
£ Usr 1ie¥ry T
3 to 7 0 0%s Qoys -
t weue ° 2
=
R -» Rt
£y - :
% i
¥, _ ..ri
e A
‘1. " - 3
E i
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