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SIXTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE

ADMINISTRATIVE

e wh ly  ai  MR  — — — ———— —————— -

Ref. Map WIANCOURT 1/20,000 and 62.B. 1/40,000

MEMO No.h5

Brigade Headquarters

3rd October, 1l918.

1. AMMUNITION.~ The Brigade Mobile Echelon 1s located at GelBsaecontredt
: All demande for ammunition will be esnt direct to Bde.

Hdgre. and guides supplied.

Battalions will also demand Stokes Mortar .mmunition

for use of the guns attached to them.

Qe WATER+= (&) A water point consisting of threec stand pipes, Dixie
and Bottle Filler and 100 fecoet Horee Troughing hae been
opened a4t F.26+d.4.6. -

(p) Pump, tarke and sterilizing plant is now being installed
at GelBstseBeBo

hﬁld--

1 Motor Water Lorry

1l GeBe« Water Cart

1l GeSe Water Wagon
() Wells as per 2nd Auste. Div. Admin. Memo.1l3.

5 SUPPLIES.~  Railhsad Rg;gEL
‘ £

Commencin

L

Srd inet. suppliss will be sent by Light

(¢) At the Brigade Mobile Echelon a reserve of water is

Raillway to HARGICOURT and thenco by A«A.5.C. Wagona to Q.MsStores.

il MEDICAL ARRANGLMENTS

Aiui . L
MIDIB! a0

Main Loading Poat

ARRY G-lﬁnd-ﬁnﬂn
TEMPLEUX LE GUERARD Ge17.4.8.7.

GelTsReBas7s

Farﬁard Lnaﬁing Post GelB8adeSHede

i n

Battal

" Ge10eDe9:L0
" G-lE-a-7s4-

Walking wounded overland or via WATLING STREET to AeDeS.
?ana will notify Bde. HsQ. of looation of R.AP'e.

Ha PRISONERS OF WAR All priabnara will be Bent to Brigade H.Q. where

they will be tuken over Dy
Fe27eCe8Basd. (Shﬂﬂt EB-CI)-

Acknowloedsgeo =

MeMePe and escorted to F.0."Y. ﬂﬂ.gﬁ

2. 2End

S Bérd

4. 2%th

5. B0 TMeBLYo

B. Bth M«GaCOY.

7. 6th Pld, Engra.

Be Etn Eldn Amboe

9. Bnd Flonecr Bn.

10' ﬁlﬂlctu

1l. Bde., MEJQP

12, Staff Captain
13« 2nd Aust. Dlvn.
- ;1&# 5th ﬁlIinE-

1h. 7th LeleBdBs

18. 18th AsA+3:Q.

17. Bde. Bombe QfI'w,

|
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18+ Bde. Transport Offr,
" Sig. Officer

19 o

* 20

2l
2B
B

R

;f¢%é?i#ﬂ*171¢f7l
Staff Captain 8th Inf. Bde. A«I.F.

Q.E., 2leat Bn.

gend ™
" O s "
M Bdes HeQ o

Captain,
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- | ]

Hl.gnntur;u Addrassor or prrson authorised to telegraph inhis name

* Tns line should be erased if not required.
~ A=Ta 1AOR1 AL WE258/ P51l 27/2 H. & K., Ltd. (E. 2634).
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\*/" . --gBOOND AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ARTIMERT.
1mﬂw;;}r””{ : TEEE.
il ' ] 3 .
- Headgquarters,

Refd(i‘anna

R e T

£1.

S e

(v)

Se

(a)

(b)-

(6) .

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

october 4th 1917,

1/20,000.

ar

I'D [ )
A The 6th A.I.Bde. with the assistance of tanks
1a to attaeock and establish & line EAST of MONTBREHAIN
ao shown on the attached diagram in (GREEN).

ARTILLERY .
ery as under will support the operation -

g

SUPPORTING FIELD

- ITEIII
RiEHt GrﬁuE - Under 0.C. 13th Auﬂt-F-A-BﬂE.
MBT ol Ao 0.
leth- " " "
i0th * " "
11th n " n -
oC o Armw Bde. AF.A.

Left Group - Under O

AeFoele

Group boundaries for the operation will be as
gshown on the Barrage dlagram. ' .

ggh ¢ ATEY

.A. BARRAGE. :
e The operation will be supported by a creeping

barrage in accordence with Barraze disgram herewith.

-Edru i -

= open at Zero on START LINF remain there till
zero plus 4 mins, then lift and move forward at a uniform
rate of 100 yards per 4 mins, On arriving on the Proteot-
ive Line fire will be kept on this line until Zoro plus

120 minutes,

4.5" Hows
3 AT "'4.5“ Hows. will eonform to the 18=-pdr. barrege

moving 200 yards East of it, Their fire will be confined
to the limits of HDHTBREHAIH,

18«pdrs. will fire one round of Smoke on each of the Tirst
six 1ifts, On the Protective Lino 10% Smoke will be used
e availlable . : ;B-_.ﬂ.
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2nd Au Dive Arty. Order 158 (0ontinuod), ’
_“ﬁm'iﬁ)- Twe Brigades will e used by thoe Lof't lUrorp for tie

’ Creeping Barrage. The remaining Brigades wiil »o:r bard erces,
selected by the Group Commander, outside the area ef the
Oreeping Barrage.

4, RATES OF FIRE.
Rounds per gun per min,

From 20, 18=-pdrs, 4.5" Hows.
Zero. To arrival on i R = o
¥ Objeotive Line, 2. l,
= Arrival on
. Okjeetive Line. 2Zero plus 90, ) P %,
* plus 90. Plus 120 3. >

- e . S e e A S TR e i S e D S e S S S G W S SN G S S e ——

5. AMMUNITION. . | o
- | 18-pdrs. - 'AS as in para 3(o), 'AX' through the
village. Remainder 50% *A’, 50% ‘AX' ;

4.5"Hows .~ No restriotions.

6. LIAISON. :
0 Lef't Group will supply a Liaison Offiocer to the
6th A.I.Brigade,

Each Gm up will supply Battalion Liasison Officers
to the Battalions they are covering,

7o O.P's, and F.0.0's.
(e)s~ ALl normal 0.P's. will ba marned from Zero Hour
~ onwards.
(b). Eaoh Group Qommander will c:-range for one F,0,0.
to move forward in touch with the Infantry,

B.e LIGHT SIGNALS.
Light Signals are to be employed as follows:-

(a). - S.0.8. Signal= No, 32 Rifle Grenade bursting into three
RED lights, |

(b). Success Signal-No. 32 Rifle Grenade bursting into three
WHITE iights. :

(6). "Advancod troops of Cavalry are here"-WHITE Star bursting
into & RED on a parachute fired from 13" vVery pistol,
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ORDER No,158 (Continued),

2. GF a.nd L CALLS.
Eaoh Group will detail two batteries to
anewer any GF and LL Oalls during the barrage.

10, : ACKNOWLEDGE BY WIRE. A [ A_&,,{
/ ':fgé i;(T 7{
b # ? ' Me. jﬂffﬁ
}Fr\ Brigads Me JoY,
nd Aust .Div.Arty.
Isgued at 1900 to :-
Right Group Coples 1 - 24 bg speoiel D.R, T 7
Lef't Group " 25 - 48 " 4 g
2nd Aust .D.A.C. 49
4th Aust.D.A.C. 50
5th Aust DA Co 51
and AUust «D.T M0, 52
2nd Aust.Div., 53
5th A.I.Bde. 54
6th A.I.Bde, 55
7th A.I.Bde. 586
R.A.Aust JOorps. BY
H.A.Aust .Corps. 58 - b9
9th Bde.R.G.A. 80 by Special D.R4y -
1lst Aust .D.-A- 81
gra " 82
4th " . B3
5th u " 64
25th Div.Arty. 85
46th " a8
File AT
War Dlary x 868 - 70
Spares . 71 - 80
7 Jpo~ 4
R, .!".!
- & .([} } i
e '
; "_Fi.-‘v”’fr
L
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BARRAGE DIA@RA,\,{ .
[ * (To eocompeny 2nd Aust. D.A. ORDER No. 158,)
LEGEND.

Portion of sheet 62B N.W. Scale 1/20,000,

Infantry Jumping Off Line in ... BLUE

Artillery start Line AT e+ GREEN
y y ObJEﬂtivﬂ «ae a0 *ae TR RTED
' Frotective Barrere o «es BROWN l
1- e R i = T - f
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OOHD AUSTRALIAH DIVISIONAL ARTILLERY. e
<
COPY NOeos .::S
A.11[165 Headqguarters,
October 4th 1918,

TO ALL RECIFIENTS 2nd AUST.DIV.ARTY .ORDFER No.158.
Refersnce 2nd Aust.D.A. ORDER N0.158 ZEPFPO HOUR
|

will be 0805 October 5th 1918.
Acknowledge by wire, / f
. f ;?“@

z il .!'. 1
i o ajor,
Brigi.de uﬂjﬂr,
2nd Aust.Div. Arty.

XION3Iddy
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Office of Origin and Serviee Instructions,

|
l
£ I '
/ ."I' yd ¥, F |
* e Ommnd| 17 Vetwslr '
TO m fh_.f, /if‘ﬂm s {/lf(" ML | |
T o |
" i
Sender's Number. @ﬂﬂnm- In reply to Number.
. 5 ) ' ‘ AAA
£ 74t &
|
|
PP LAY N3
1,.('_"‘- ..-rf "-;"' i._-... IR
£
% - l o=
Time
The above may be Jorwarde © 48 now corrected.
......................................................... From
——eeee e el :' : F,
* Trr- e should be erased if not Place
Uriter No. 1625 Wt. W3253/ P51l 2722 H &K, Ltd. (E,2634). Time )
' e aliovz may b forwarded 4 now ooriveled. | ¢ %
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6th A.I. RRIGAIE, frr | ausTRA

) ‘tiBPr

i\ | 4N \ ]
REPORT ON OPERATIONS BY 22nd BATTALION A.I.F. FROM 3% A
}

i

k.
_T0 5.10,18., NEAR ESTREES (SEEET WAINCOURT, 1/20,00 (ﬂlﬁ’

I beg to report as follows.- * s

mﬁf:(* ATTACK ON J3.10.18,

PRELIMINARY. At noon on October 3rd, the Rattalion received orders toc move
from trenches C.24.a. through ETRICOURT to trenches in H.l3.c

ASSENBLY. At 15.00 instructions were received to move into Assembly

trenches in REAUREVCIR system, R.27.a & c. Finding the Front
Tine only partly dug, the Fattalion ascsembled in the rear
trench, with "D" Company on Right of main ESTREFS-GENEVE Road
and "C" & "A" Companies on the Left of the road. Whilet
waoiting here twe hostile planes flying low spotted the troops
and as a result of their reconnaissance, shelling by D.9's
followed. Casualties were 3 O.R'e wounded. \

ATTACK. Punctually at lﬂtﬁﬂ the barrage came down and rested on itse
initigl line for 6 m¥nutes. The Battalion, with 25rd Battn
on Right and 24th mattn on Left, at once moved to the attack,
pressing through the 18th Battalion - "D" Company on Right,
"A" Company on left, with "C" Company behind "A" Company.

"A" Company obtained their objective - a line through LAMOTIE
FARM - and "C" Coy pascing through them got their objective,

and pushed out to the line of trench R.23.¢., &8long trench in
B.22.b.7.2., 8nd thence in line to B.15.d4.%.1. The copse in

B.23.c. Was inclusive to 23rd Rattalion, but CANAL at B.lé.c.
wag inclusive tc the Rattalion, hence the front was 1400

ards in extent,
@ enemy appeared taken by surprise to some extent, but on

the whole fought fairly well. There were several instances
where determined resigtance was offered by small groups of
fachine Cunners, and an examination of the ground after the
attack evidenced the fact that the bayonets had been used by
our men to a greater extent than usual,

On the high ground in B.23.c. a 4-gun battery of 77 m.m, Guns
was found, and the enemy made determined efforts to prevent
them falling into our hands. The adjacent posts were mopped
up by "D" Company, and the bvattery captured. 40 prisoners
were securéd in the viecinity of these guns.

On the main road in B.28.a., a b5.9. Howitzer was found,
being still in good order,

A reliable estimate of the number of enemy killed is gard to
arrive at, but I consider that at least 50/60 were killed out
in the open on the Battalion front, 8Several pill-boxes and
deep dugouts were bombed, and had dead in them, but I am
unable to say how many.

= r————— =

PRISONERS. 3 0fficers and 102 O0O.R's were captured.

BO0TY, » & 5.9 Howitzer., ]
4 77 m.m. Field Guns.
1 3" Vinenwerfer.
8 Heavy WMachine Guns,

20 Light . »

CASUALTIES, KILLED, - 2 Officers. (Capt. W.,McC. PRAITHWAITE, M.C.
B Liewt., E.E, PATERSON, M.C.)

4 O.R's.

WOUNDED.- 1 Officer (Lieut. G.T. BURRACE)
_12 O.R's, |
TOTAL., 19
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?ART)/ ATTACK ofq 4.10.184 PPEND[X

PRELIMINARY. During the night 3rd/4th Cctober, consolidation of the newly-
gained ground was pushed on with, some difficulty being
experienced about R.22.b.7.2., where a gap existed in our line.
This gap was caused by casualties and slight loss of direction,
and the enemy had pushed in and established Machine Gun posts,
A local thrust by one Platoon of "@ Company at about 21.00
mopped up the posts, and joined uw.our line,

Companies were now disposed.-
FIRING LINE.- "D" Company (Right) "C" Company (Left)
“A" Company, Support (LAMOTTE FARM)

CRIDERS., At 23,00, 3.10.18., orders were received to continue the
attack at dawn, and capture the X-roads B.l8.a. to B.l8,c.5.0,.
in conjunction with 23rd RPattalion on the Right and 7th British
Prigade on the T.eft.

The enemy was barraging the ridge in B.28.b.- B.21.d. and the
continuous shelling rendered telephonic communication with the
forward Companies impracticable, In view of this I decided to
go forward to the firing line myself and issue the attack
orders to the officers concerned. Py 02.00. I had discussed
the plans with the Company Commanders on the ground, and
allotted objectives as follows.-

"BJECTIVES. . COMPAHY.- T,ine from X-roads in B.18.a. to B.l18.0d5.0.
48 - g CANAL B.17.a.7.0., along road to B.1l7.d4.8.%2,
o ke 2 CANAL B.6.d4.8,7. along road to Y-roads at B.23.a.
"C* Coy constituted the Rattalion reserve§, and was allotted
the svnecial task of safeguarding the left flank in case of the
Unit on the left not reaching its final objective.

ATTACK. At 06,00 the barrage opened on the start line and remained for
26 minutes, afterwards moving forward at the rate of 100 yards
every 4 minutes, At 06.25 the RBattalion moved to the assault,
"C" Company gaining its objective without serious uppoaitlnn
and becoming my reserve. As soon as "D" Coy passed "C" Coy's
objective, heavy Machine Gun fire was encountered from the
direction of GENEVE and FACTORY in B.l1l7.d. An enemy lMachine
Gun was also firing from the enclosure R,17.4.1.5, Vigorous
action with T.ewis Gune against this point covered the mopping
up of this post, and enabled the advance to proceed after a
slight check.
“D" Coy then pushed on to its objective and consolidated.
"A" Coy (who were to take the final objactive) struck serious
opposition from Machine Guns firing from FACTORY B.l7.d. and
Railway embankment B.1l7.b. but the advance was maintained under
cover of two ILewis CGune, which from the embankment on road in
®r,23,a, engaged the enemy, and forced him to withdraw. The
above information was received by lamp signals from an
| advanced report centre at B.23.c.l.4., but no news of the left
flank was obtainable from our Coys, although at 10 a.m a
telephone messsge from the Brigade lajor stated that the
British nad taken PONTCHAUX. In order to obtain first-hand
information I pushed forward myself, and found that the
casualties of the two leading Coys had been severe, and that
'S5 the left flank of the Pattalion was in the air,
Severe enfilade fire was causing more casualties, and the
report that PONTCHAUX was captured was found to be incorrect,
The situation regarding this exposed flank appeared critical,
and the following action was decided on and carried out.-
"A" Coy pushed on by short rushes and gained the line of the
road R,17.4.8.1., to R,17.4.7.7., thence refusing the flank
towards B.l17.central, where touch was gained with the Support
Coy ("D" Coy). This movement was difficult, and was carried
out under very intense frontal end enfilade l}lachine Gun fire,
but the men responded splendidly to what was required of them,
One Platoon of the Reserve Coy ("C" Coy) was placed in the
CANAL at B.17.¢.00.80, to further secure our exposed flank,
At about this time, touch wsse obtained with elements of the 7th
British RPrigade at B,17.¢.60.956., beyond which point they could
not advance,
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ATTACK !CGNTD}' The above was the situation at noon when I returned to
' Battalion H.Q., and reported to the G.0.C. by phone,

The firing 1ine was maintained in this exposed position
throughout the remainder of the day, though subjected to
converging fire from all directions - more especially from the
exposed left flank, where the enemy had pushed Machine Guns
close in against our small posts,

Nightfall permitted minor adjustments of the line to bé made,
and although the flank remained exposed all the succeeding day,
the position was handed over intact to the 3rd Battalion, 117th
American Regiment, on the night of 5th/6th Nctober.

I regard this operation as one of the most difficult in
vhich the Battalion has yet been engaged, and only the
determined espirit animating this Company enabled this exposed
salient to be retained.

Many enemy were killed by Lewis Gun and sniping fire, and in
posts mopped up during the advance, .

ROOTY, 2 Heavy Machine Guns,
13 T.ight " "
2l Prisoners,

CASUALTIES. KILLED.- 1 Officer. (2/Lt. P.J., DAWSETT)
lg 0|R'EI

WOUNDED, - 1 Officer. (Lieut., L.R. SPEAK.)
64 O.,R's,

MISSING.- 2 O.R's. (Relieved killed)

TOTAL. - 2 Officers, 806 C.R's.
S UMMARY
TOTAL CASUALTIES - OPERATIONS 3rd/6th OCTCBER 1918,
KILLED.= 3 Officers, 23 O.R's - 26,
WOUNDED, - 2 . 76 " 78.
MISSING (BEL K.I.A. 2 " 2
TOTALS. 5 101 - 106

_TOTAL CAPTURES
PRISONERS , = 3 Officers, 123 O.,R's,

TROPHIES .~ 1 5.9 Howitzer,
4 77 m.m, Field Guns.
1l 3" lMinenwerfer,
10 Heavy Nachine Guns.
33 Tight . "

L U ﬁinut.-ﬂnlnnal,
8.10.18, C.0., 22nd Battn., A.l.F.
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REPORT ON OPERATIONS - ord and 4th OCTUBER, 1918,
Ref. Map.- WIANCOUI sde 4&720,000.

4w
y

bt B -
\'ﬂF‘ l'
. A oy
In accordance with Brigade Order jio. 181 the Bﬁg 9
moved by Route March rrom CALFY (Where it had been in RasE4~ L0 ._
LE MESNIL on the night 27th/i8th September, 1v1B. N |
During Night of 28%h/29th September, 1918, a move Irom |
LE MESNIL to TINCOURT was carriea out. |
After two days ot TINCOURT, the Battalion again moved
torward t0 vicinity of VILLERET on the worning or lst (etober, ivis.
jjere the Battalion was t0 pivouac in Tremches in approx. Ge. 14. .,
DUt &t 17.00 message was received vy 'Fhone that the Battalion would .
g0 into Reserve to0 the bTh A.I. Briguae which was o vake over the
Line JONCOURT - LSTREES, and that conseguently we would move up %o
vicinity of ETRICOURT in H.ld.a. and d. jlove waw commenc ed ot
18.90.

o W N WL W s B TRL R

g 1 e S

Transport and .)'=. Store and all Details were left at
this point on the 18t Qetober, 1lvis, pul moved forward to CANAL

D

At GeZ2eDe2ebe ON the sra Qctober, 1918. BLANKETS were also dumpeda £{
on the 18t Qetober, ivis. - | |
on arrival at Held. it was found that a Company Of The {
50th A.I. Battalion were oecupying this position as Reserve 0 the |
s1let Battalion, A.J.F., and altver consulting with CeOe, 418t Bn., >
it wa® agreed that the Zsrd A;ii Battalion should relieve the |
the th AelI. Batudv On. r
. ﬁ;m- u:.g completed about £9.00. The Disposition of the i
Battalion then Was.- | !
' He™ Hilﬁ.ﬂ-?- - - T -

Ensram "R* Coys.- In SUNKBN ROAD, G.l8.b., #. and 4.

"D" COFe~ SUNKEN ROAD, Ge.lB.a., 0. and a.

These Dispositions were sent to bth A.I.Brigade at 23.15.

on the srd gctober, 1918, at 10.0b aem., verbal instruct-
ions were received from the 5th A.I. Brigade to semd one Company
up to Close Support =nd to take up vheir position along SUNKEN ROAD
running through H.Z.d. ana HePeb., noti¥ying C.Ce,18th ieI. Battn.
that they were in this loecality. They were, however, t0 work
solely under orders of Ge.0.C., 5th A.T. Brigade.

At 11.30 verbal orders were received Irom 5th A.J. Brigade

that the palance of the Battalion was to move forward and take up /\

position in BEAUREVOIR - PONSOMME LINE from Be27.4.0+%. %0 ll

H.t.ﬂ-ﬂ-ﬁ- ’M‘ move Was gommencea «t 1% «80. |

Battalion H'yrs. remained in vieinity or 18th A.I. Battn, h

H'Qre. &t H.8.0.9.5. in order to be in touch with d5th aA.I. Brigade.

A6 15.50 on the osra Qetover, 1918, verbal imstructions ..‘

wore receivea by 'Phomne that the Battalion would attack at 16.15 |

in conjunction with ZiZna and 24%h A.I. Battalions. ;
Phe order of Baittle arranged wae zord A.I. Battalion on

Right, 22nd A.I. Battn. in the Centre, und 24th A.I. Battn. on Left. :

Boundari es were.- ‘E

EIG-"' ‘. 11“ fﬂi K-*tﬂiﬁiﬁt ‘bhrtlﬂ.gh ‘iﬂ !-W-a-ﬂm‘ﬁrﬁl- .

LiFT.- Be.BU.central +through B.Y.central. ;

ek Botween 23rd and Zind Bns.- H.d.b.6.8. to COPSE in Beid.c.cont-

T ral (approx.) inclusive. |

5 f Between z2nd and 24%h Bans.- Be7.8.7.6. 10 Bel6.0.0.2.

~ ' i  2%rda A.I. Battalion Objeetive Line running from COPSE in ;
- jﬁaa.n cenbtral (approx.) inclusive o B.20.5es080tral. :

. ‘The Mﬁg fine arranged was a line runuing through
af:anﬁ PeoYe.contral where it played Ifor 6 m.tnt“{

--lﬁ-ﬂm‘ﬁf - ol
. - A Conforence of Coy. Commanders was hi}.d at "A" Coy. H'Qrs. j
1munm ROAD, when veroval instructions as to aispositions for 2
*tt_;p_lg. ete., were given them. :

i

was postponed. ¥ |
;.? At 18.10 I received werbal instructions from G.0.C.,

5th AeI. Brigade, that 4ERO Hour would be 18,80 and that the Barrage ,ﬁ
; LeTele '-

At about 16.10 verbal message was received that the Stunt |

f

—
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wonld opelr a% 18.40. This was conveysa %0 Coys. by 'rhone
5 90 imediately. |
o Battalion H'urs. opened at H.d«P.4.6. in BEAUREVOIR LINE at
18.350.
The Order of Battle for this Battalion Was.-

"B" Coy. = RIGHT - PFirst Uave.
"p* * - LEPT -~ Riret Wave.
"A" COY.~ Second Wave.

At 18.50 Coys. moved forward Irom thelr respective positions -
"B" and "D" Coys. in BRAUREVOIR LINE, and "A" Coy. in SUNKEN ROAD-
| {he pace at first had to pe rather FAST 0 enable Cuys.
r t0 get upy vehind our Barrage. |
At 19.50 Telephone llesBage was received from the Fromnt Coys.
- that Qbjective haa been resched all through and thatv opposition had
| been alight. This information was immediately passed back to '
bth a.l. Brisﬂ. H.'uru.
| The Dispositions of Coys. then was.-

“B" Coy. = Oa RIGHT Half of Objective.

. - - On LEFT Half of Objective.

Each had & pPlatoonm from "A" Coy. in CLOSE SUFPORT.

The balance eof "aA" Coy., with Coy. H'yrs., was in SUNKEN ROAD
running through B.28.b. and BelY.d. ‘

Some trouble was experienced in getting touch with the Troops
on RIGHT of this Battalion and until they were located, the SUFFURT
platoon in Rear of "B" Coy. wae utilised to form & Defensive Flank.
A second platoon from "A" Coy., in the SUNKEN KOaD, waes pushed forward
t0 a position overlooking the Right Flank. :
- At abous 00.00 on the 4th Qetober, 1vi8, word wgse received Irom
| OeGe, "A" COy., that he had located the 6th SHERWOODS (The RIGHT
| Plank people) in RaILWAY CUTTING in B.29.d., but that they had instr-
| uctions to withdraw from that position. Thie information was pasced
| ‘on 40 6%h A.I. Brigade (Wno had taken over eontrol of the FPront atv
| RIGHT FLANK sctually in close touch with the people on the Right.
. Up vo this point ou?® Casualties had been light snd the Prisoners
} captured amounted to 17, including 1 Officer, most of whom were Wound-
{ .d.
o~

:
’
{

1 _ At 22,80 on the &rd (ctober, 1918, I received a mesaage stating
¢ that the 25rd A.I. Battalion would attack again at 00.00 on The 4th
! getober, 1vi8, in conjunetion with the 22Znd A.I. Battn. on LREFT.
" fhe Qperation involved - change of direction %0 the RIGHT with this
} Battulion's RIGHT FLAWK as the Fivotv.
Phe Artillery Barrage ior this operation was Lo start as
| follows. - |
f Bl&OiEI—ﬂi?l ta‘ Bt%lﬂ-lllﬁi, m 3-33.518-2. 'Iiﬂ Bll&‘-.-dlﬁi‘l Wh&r.
it rested Trom ZERO %0 LHRO plue 25, lifting at rate of 100 yards

! every 4 minutes till it reached Final Protective Barrage Iine.
X BoSdeGePeB.. BelbeBoPePe, BelBod.7.b., B.18.8.6.5., where it rested

for 50 mimutes gradually oasing off.
'- Tne Start Lime of this Barrage nesespitated the Front line
i being withdrswa abont 800 yarde to be clear of danger.
- This information was conveyed to Coy. Commanders at (2.85

- Pne Order of Battle for this (perzation was same as before,
“B" Qoy. on RIGHT, =nd "D" Coy. on LEFI.
_ Tne OBJECTIVE in thie iastance wa. a line running from
-3 BedUsBeDebe 0 Cross-Rosds at B.lB.a.2.2. inclusive. The JIutor-
:l Battalion Boundary was LaST-WEST GRID Line running betweea B.18.
m Bih-l | -
AG 06.00 the Barrage opened.
ab Q¥.0b word was receivea from Front that the RIGHT Coy. had
gain; 3 ivs Objeotive and wam ovcupying the system of Trenches in
Be24%6.. but that the LEFT Coy. had been stopped by Machine Gun Pire
in SUNKEN ROAD running through B.l7.v. and BeZ4.a. and ¢. This
b . information was immediately tranemitted o 6th A.J. Brigade.
AL 08.50 this information wae agalin confirmed and it was
sseertained that the LEFT Battalion had also been held up in con-
tinmmation of this SUNKEN ROAD. Machine Gun Pire was extremely heavy

PIT; ﬁl

- = .
& . — o i
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT005296



and Kuemy Field Guuns were seen firing at Foint Blank Rauage. .:
- wnen d.reness 86t in on night of 4th getvober, 1ivi8, the LEFT :
90 Coy. pushea xorward o its origimal Qejective and established itself

~ _  there for the rest of the Tour in the Sector.

Puring the 4th ana dth Qetober, 19l8, mmch valuable inform-
ation was obtuined as to Haemy movement in Rear and this wase tele-
phoned %0 6th A.]J. Brignde as recelived.

The absence of Artillery Jialson or F.0.0. auring the whole
operation was very mmch Xelt. It was not uatil late on Afternoon
of 4th Qetober, 1918, that a Forward HERX Ovservation Post fOr :
Artillery wes established ana many Targets were usissed owing 0 having
t0 transmit al: information vack through Brigade H'yrs., which on
several occasions was cut off from us owing %o wires being broken.

puring Hight of 4th/bth (Qetober, 1918, the Znd Aust. Div.
Pioneers took eover +dhe RI Sector trom 158th British Infantry Bde.

| and a Warning Order was received that the Z1lst aud Z4%th Bans. of the
6th A.I. Brizade were attacking the Village oI MUMBREHAIN on loraing
of bth Qetober, 1lYlu. '

We were instructed to Patrol +the RAIINAY CUITINGS in
Bed0s8. anid Be2Y.d. anc see that they were kept clear up %1lil within
half an hour of ZLRO time en the Hih Qotober, 19Y185.

Patrols were sent out and reported that Enemy had established
a Machine Gun Post in CUTTING in B.2Yed. It was arranged to put

f Stokes Mortars oa to this position and have & Flatoon ready o ocoupy
it when Mortars ceased fire. RBefore this was actually carried ous
wnother patrol reported Bnemy Post at LUVEL CROSSING in Be.d0.0.

After consultation with 6th A.J. Brigade it was arranged vo
leave these pleces till ZER0O Hour, when Barrage would be put on them
in addition to original Barrage Line. -

Both these Cuittings were elear at 16.00 on the 4th Qctober,

80 that Eaemy must have just occeupied them prior to our Patrols

Barly on ivening of 5th (etober, 1 _ I was advised by
6th Ael. Brigade that the Battalion on my had not reached its

Objective auring the Stuant, but wes holding a system of Posts slong
the potted Trench in BeJS0.d., and that I was to push down SUNKEN ROUAD
£from my RIGHT PoBt at Bed0e2eD.0. and agstablish at LEVEL CROSSING
in Be30.c. or even further along SUNKEN ROaAD in B.380.e., if necessary,
and shat the Battalion on my RIGHT would push forward and link up.
This wasg accomplished without opposition.

Battalion was relievea by portions of the 2nd and srd Batins.

.; of 117th awericanyg Regimwent on night bth/6th Qectober, 1918.
gur Ca ties for the whole tour amounted to.-

Killede.- 4 Q.Ranks.
2 Officers were Wounded obut remained at Duty.
f Host of these Casualties were caused in the early Morning
Stunt on the 4th Qctober, i¥i8, or in holding the Line afterwards.
E BCOTY.~ & German Hachine Guns were captured.

List of recommendations for reward is peing sent under
goparate cover.
The Teeding of the Troops throughont the (perations was
satisfactorily carriea out.
TRANSPOLY Arrangements were sSatisfactory, except that on TWo
' pecasions during the move rorward, the new imles which were obtained
recently, in place of horses, were unseble %o keep up, thus causing
: some delay to progress of Transpory Column. i
| Coy. Commanders were.-

“A" Coy. - Captain. BR.L. LINEKER.
' il -« Qaptain. W.A. MARTIN.

np* * o Lieut. LeS. MADIRELL, M.C.
\ { *"".i. ; .I-. I.‘f *.,_; . ["__. ; ﬁ - ‘\-_,.!l er.
l Jth Oewober, 1Y1d. T/Co ng, 24rd Battalion.
F N S e | - e —— . --:9-@9
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_ ) APPENDIX -
 _ REPORT ON THE OFERATIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE |
J0 ~ B4TH BATPALION DURING PERIOD OCTUBER aND \

OCTOUBER OTH 1#l&,

B R R S T e N N I N R T R I e R T =

PART I

At 1500 on October and the Battallon was logated in the HINTENE
LINE w=ith Battallon HoQe at B, l6.,4,4,8, ‘

Attachiment to §th A.I.Brigade.

At 1400 on the 3rd inst, I received instructions from the 0,0.C.,
6th A.I.Bde. that the 74th Battalion had been placed under the orders
of the G.0,0,,6th A,.I.,Brigade, |
it 1430 I re:orted %10 the G.0.,0,,5th A,I.Bde, =ho exflalned to ne
the limits of the advance effected by the Bth A,I.Bde,,and informed
me that my Battallon would probably be called upon' o attack in order
to establlsh the high ground Socuth of BEAUREVOIR., The G.0.C. statad
wﬂt_" objective would lﬂrbnblr run between the Hill in B.Ab.A4d.5%.7.
and the Canal at B,le.c.8.8. In anticiyation of this the Battal ion
was ordered %o wuove to a POint of readiness in the BEAUREFOIR System,
Mﬂm B-”.Mﬁfﬂl and B-ﬁﬂ-b.‘?.ﬂ- I lmadiatalj' daﬂpﬂtrﬂh.d s ]
Party consisting of an Officer and 6 scouts t0o reconnolitre this
Position and having ealled a conference of Company Commanders brlefly
exblained to then the rosition and the Probable objectives for the.
attack, :

0

L
The Battallion moved In Artiliery formation from the HINDENBURG L.INE
at 16486 rassing South of NAURUY and North of BSTRKKS. In front of
ESTREES I was met by the Officer whom I had sent forward to reconnoit-
re, who stated that there was no shelter ins the BEAURKVUIR LIng, and
the men would be under direct observation. Having satisfied Ryself
:z.bmmal reconnalsance that this was the case, I decided to Flace
he Battallon in the Sunken Road running along the GRID LINE between
B.20c, and d, This afforded re sonddyy good cover and was a sultable
Assembly Loint. while moving iInto tnls pPosition we were observed by
§ low flying enemy Planes which fired on the troops continuously,and
brought, down a heavy enesy barrage, but ; succeeded in getting the
troobs laced along the Sunken Road with only two casualtles,

Q%E g& A!'TA%
At 1715 1 recelved ingtru ong Lo re Sort ; f0th BnH.Qe at H.3.0.2.9

and there had A conversatlion with the ¢.0.,0,,6th A,l.,Bde, fron whonm

1 recelved orders to attack at 1830, the obﬁam.ﬂs tc be as previous-
ly stated. An order which had been sent, had not arrived, so I decided
to adhere to the oblective lald down in ny Previous conversation i.e,

, from Road Jjunetion imsediately North of Mill at B,16.b,3,8, £0 TORRENS
Canal at B.l6.,c.8.8, Touch was %o bs effected here with the 22nd Bn,
whe were attacling on right, fThazatteskomersnesensfnk,

The attack if successfu would glve ossession of the summit of the

hill overiooking BEAURRVOIR and would rn igh ‘
for an atta ck on the village, ™ 8h a good Jumpidng off Dlace

L

T‘W——— = —_— T r
L \

1‘.

4

]

e BN il =T s

The attack was to be supporte |
at 1840, resting for six minutes e TORRENS Canal in

B.20b, and B.9l,a,, and then
| - ot noving forw 0
rate Of 100 vards ;var-y ks nlmmfa. ard to the objective at the

; TO gugngﬁ;
I reaahed n{oBattaunn HﬁguaMrn at 1 ..und briefly explained

- the schene By Company Commanders, who ware awalitl
impressing ucon them the necessity {'or mowing quleklga Mm:;:ugtmiim
Canal 1000 yards in front mist be rgaghed before the barrage olened
1 decided %o entrust the attack to "A and "B* Coupanies and helad "5"
Company in reserve in the Sunken Road running through B,20. central .

— S

s
: _
o e it = ! . =
- —:-l,... . ...-a.—""'- s = - i~ -
" il - - - = 1 -
B IRl - - r rSCE— - L n - -

" _ | >
Gompanles moved quiskly to M' o Ganal, "A" Congany on the
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right by way of the Sunken Road running North through B.80,b. and d,

and "B" gomiany on the left by way @f the Sunken Read running North
through B.20.,central, Junction between the Comianies was effected
on the line of ths Canal where each Comiany de:loyed into two waves,
and Pasged through the 20th Battalion, The left Coliapny was longer

' in getting %o the Canal Line and was left behind by the barrage, but
they doubled for about 800 yards and eaine level with the right Coy,
during the progress of the attack,

. ENEMY EH? ;-a::gg' oE.
' Eneny resistance was slight. A [arty of enemy attemited 0 run away

in front of the right Company hut was driven Aown a de=P dugout at ";
BJ6.ac%.2, by our lewis Gun fire and 24 men cabbured. The right Coye
then occurled the objective and established touch with the 2snd Bn.,

Ea on the right, | "
The left Company met with nere oprosition and kllled 16 of the en eny

) ;::nt:: :ﬂ&aonoﬁ G:! tih: ;uil.:.b gn enery Lost of six and a8 machine

| 80 ¢ ur a 1B .0D,0,8, " 4
touch with the left Bde. _ B - o T W
Patrols were sent out as £€r as BELLEUYE PARM to eéstablish tough
with the 7th Bde., but no trace of them could be found, so I sent a
Party of 1 Officer and four Scouts fron BEn, HeQs, who estabiished
tﬂudl "lth thil !.t B.li.b-ﬂ.ﬂ- ﬂtt Bh“tl m-ml 4

f The total eaitures in thips omg§m'nu XEX one 77 ma Gun, ;!eun
b Machine guns, 53 ppisoners, 4 nessenger Blgeons,

The enemy Battallon Qoumander was fired at bat escaved.
Our casudlties in the Operation were two killed and four wounded,

Subsequent to the attack a Gerian Ba ;J.lon r:mﬁ walked into the
e right Comiany Hors. and »ss cabbured, A Gernan Patrél seeking to
} ;-:htzab;ﬁ the 1;111;1012 front of our left Comiany was routed., Six
mere and two caitured, At 4
wére XKilled in the oleratlion, R e

& e
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PARE 1L
At 9330 on October Srd the Battalion again cnme under the orders \
of the 6.0.0,,8th A.,I.Bde, and the rellef by the 90th Manchester ;

Reg lment had already begun, The-Pelief however was not comslete ;
until &bout 0500 on 4th inst,, when the Battalion moved %0 a bosition
in B.28,a. and b, Hers the Battalion spent the day and though subject
to Intermittent enedy ghell fipe suffered slight casuaities, one
wan belng kllled and one wounded.
At about 1400 I received orderd for an attack on MONTBREHAIN wirlich

' was t0 take [lace on the morningzg of October 5th.

Rerort of the attack on HONTBREHAIN by the s4th A.I.Bn, |

.' &mg mum!ﬂz of ﬂﬁtm.lh!: 5!&1‘13 ———
Bef. Mai WIANCOURT, 1/20,000,

The Battallon asseibled at the JeUsTs at UB4U in accordance with
Oreratlion QMEP 117 with A Coy. on the right, B Coy. in th.l"
and "D Coy. on the left, |
| A U6 the barraje came down as arranged and the trocis moved off
‘ - with the two leading rlatoms of each 0oy . in extended order and
‘ the third and fourth ilatoons in lines of seetions in single file,
ihg Tanks had not arrived and the attack was Launched without thenm,
Coy. in the centre was the first $0 meet with O:position, They
had searcely passed the Raliway cutting in Hge.a, =hen four eneny
._ BLrong Posts at about H.8.,2.9,.0. were encountered, These posts were
" rushed and several _.pisoneprs cabtured,
| Reslstance caue almost limediately after from the trench syaten in
H.6.a. and b, An eneny strong Post at H.8,b.1.6. ¢ ntained numsrous
Zachine gung and 49 Germans, and a desjrerate atruggle ensued, the
snemy fighting fiepeely untii our tLroois were rithin three yards of
their guns, They =ers howevep eventually overcowe and the garrison
killed %0 a man., At tiwe sam: time Two Minenwerfers and a machine gun
were silenced and caltuped at HeloDoaaBs
"D" Ooy. on the left and "A" Com, on the right had in toe meant ine
iinde good Lrogress, and wet =ith Lithie reglstance, but heavy case
uUaities had been alpea’y inflicted by the ene, artllhlg, =it ich
was Very severs throughout, and followed the adbance wi deadly
accursey.
A Tank 1{01 arpéared on the right and did exceilant word in reducing
A BePien Of four eneny r0sts at AbOUb Ho6.2.0.8.
The advance continued, and again "B" Coye met deteralned orposition,
. but having overcome a series of organised grouig of prifienen, who
i took shelter In shell holes, they ,ushed on to the Quarry in
HeB8.De%.%e Thilpg obstacle :resented alnost insuferable difficulties,
but. they were overcome by the magnificest ir ibiatbive aud daring of
9/Lieut, INGRAM ~nd Sgt, Titherden. Together they rushed two of the
Geraman DPosts, and shot the crews, with the exceltion of those whom
they sent to the rear as prisoners. Sgt.witherden then turned one
Of the c¢a.tured guns on the enaigy, and flred wlth such deadly effect
a8 %0 awalle *he whole (0gt 0 pe rarsred, and captured, In thig
ﬁawy vere &0 machine gunsg and considerably zore than 10U Gersans,
L “ne dugout alone 62 ;risoners were taken,
OWAgain and agaln the eneny presgisted fiercely, At Bed0.d.1,2, foup
’ liachine guns w=ere cadtured, T=o nore were caftured in the corner of
the Cemetery at HaBuDe70.96,, and on the left of the Censtery three
more posts were uobred up.
| By this time the Coy. had becore isolated and heavy machine gun fire
| was encoyntersd from the direetlion of B+30,08ntral, and g0 1t was
| deterained to dAig in here, Accoprdingly a line of atrong fosts was
established from Be30e@.0.8, £0 B,50,d47.0, and efforts were made to
Pegal. touch with "A" and "D* Coys. The nature of the she Ll ing was
malniy resbonsible for the loss of connection between "A® and ﬁa*
Coys.  The enemy ilaced a terrific barrage along the line from .
H.ﬂ.u:ﬂrnl to E&rab.?mrﬁ‘i.mﬂuﬂz in addition to infilcting heavy
casuaitles caoused "A"™ and Bs 50 diverge - "A" go 0
gniqht and ‘32 o the left, - - - g .
Coy. had by new reched » line raming from B,30.C.4.5, £0 B.40,.c,
¥.,0,, where they exierimnced Reavy MG, fire froa Be30.a,.7.4. and
frolm the direerion of B,i0d, and C.iv.e. The artlliery,vnich covered

e T e

S SR .

g W T e S ————
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+ the advance of "D" goy. had been very rMuhaut.an_d on the
left memkzsn mwel,vhence 50 much fire was coming, no artiillery fire
at all, 4 Tank came %o thelr assist-nce but it was disabled, and :
two Officers were kKllled and another wounded in thelr efforts %o
advange, The fourth Officer of the Coy, had already been Killed so©

: the C.8.M, degimding that further adwance was im ossible decided %0
dig in here., B" Coy. spon got in%o touch wifth them and Llsut.0-l vert

{ Cealie across and took charge of the Coy., After 2080 trouble he estab-
dished touch with the asrd Bn, on the left, :

Neantime "A" Coy. had continued ite ndvance througn the village,
BorPed uF two mMachine guns and a ANENwerfor at L.l.D.l.d. and
reached C.00.b.7.2. Heavy casualtles fron gshell and M@, fire had
reduced the stréngth of the Coy. very conslderably, and had caused
a gapP between A" and "B" Coys., "A" Coy, therefore halted on a line

. froR C.85.D.74%s 10 0.06.4.5.5., the right being in touch with the

A8t Bn, A Strong POst was @8tablishod at O.05.b7 oe O protect
the ledt, and it,.Clough went out with ive nen 10 get into tough
with thelr Comjany on hils left, He reached the neqy system about
Be30.4,7.6., but in so dolng four of his £ibe wen were killed by
H.0. fire and so he was foreed %0 retum wi thout hav.l.n§ #8tablighed
corneetlon, leaving this .ot to brogect the flank "a® goy. pushea

| on to its oblectlive, which it reached with but twelive wmen,

| Heantime the eneny had worked hisg ray down L0 about C.b.Ced.U, and

| he a.}luo appeared in large nuubers on the rlght Tlank threatening to
eut "A" Coy. off, The remnants of the Coy. therefore with a sarty

| of the 3lst Bn, withdrew from the viilage, and moved acrosg to loin
us Wi&h-fﬂu Coy . : :

Our casuaitles had by this time been very heavy, and it was decided
to ask for the hel: of twe Coys, of the s7th Bn, Meantime "A" Coy .
and a ;latoon of the nlst Bn, shich was (N gurport,uoved forward and
Joined uf with "B" Coye 8 ablishing three posts at HoCuboBa¥e,
'nEO-d-B -0- m ‘ﬂalﬂnsiai

\ Lleut, Cliough of *"A" Coy. and Lleut, Relid of the avth Bn., with two
runners now went out towards the viilage to reconnoluire, and get

- into toueh with the #lst Bn, Meanwhile the “osts furnished by the

2lst Bn., were relleved by our men, who aiso establsiked ancther Lost

at Iiluﬂlin?- and the men so rellisvad were sant over tﬁ.Lﬁ.RﬂbﬂrﬁIr"1
9lst Bn, for it wns decided to close the gaP by working back from

Ca?8.d.¥.7, where li,ROberts wan establlghed, This was done and

the 92lat Bn, entablished +08ts ab Glﬂﬁidisnﬁ-. Caf8,4,0,0, anad

i

— —

. - w

:-11&1?-7-
The men of the 97th Bn, were not called upon excePt €0 ecarry up
‘ sone amiaunitlon, The disiositions of +he Coye. at the conclusion

of Ehc Oreration was as follows,™ from left to right,
L1
2..L0¥s strong rosts from B.30.C.8.3. £0 Bo30.a.3.0, with

R : ;h:':;ﬂ ?%Bkﬂ!’! Guns at B,30.,0.7090, Be30.0.4.7, and
| | sV eCaT el
"B Qov. fron B.30,d.0.3. % B.30,4.7.0. At alghtfall an

ndditional [o0gt was establ ished at Bed0.db.e 2nd
= here flve prisohers were taken, :
A__CO¥. Four srrong p0sts at Be30 A.0.0e, B.30,d.8.0, lelaneld o8,
and I.,l.n.4,8, o
It i3 in.0s8ible to estimate the nusher of enely killled hy my Bn,,
but never bhefore has 1t inflleted such heavy casuslties, -
T Vickers Gun, Lewls Gun, Rifle and Revolver ran out of sasunition
!;:E:atudlui; t:vtrmgﬂsuppl.iaa mare sant forward and wuech was sal ved
| easual tiegm, raan gung were fre used on the .ene
| \ Mﬁﬂ-ndd was litter-d with Qapman &ﬂ.l{.d. i
| “B Coy. nlone, shoge strength at the beglmning of the operation wasg
| but 90 men claims %0 have killed 200 Hung and to have ecaltured 200
Prisoners, 100 machine guns, 9 minenwerfers and a2 Pleld sun,

Our Ne soners were no fewer than 480, but as wen were few, and the

Pionde :1. wag known %o be morping up in rear, they were sent bagk
: |

4 Offlcers and 4% (/ranks.
b Ufficers anda 76 O/ranks,
. 8 U/ranks,
- 2 U/ranks,

i,
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The folilowing observatlions 8-pear to e to be Hrnrt.tqr 0f note ,=

1. Wherever Tanks alleared the eneny flred a double green

p - flare, which brought down a heavy barrage,

2, In many cases before the eneny ran away, ne destroyed the
HMachine gun he was sewaving penind,

é, The eneny barrage foilowed our trouprs snroughout, mvms
back with then as they a dbvanced,

4, Great benefit would be derived fros the estabiishment of
alk observation rogt in the froni iline as soon as Possible
after the objective lis taken, The fire of our artiilery
often fell short, and iarge grouPs of enemy  frequently
offered excellant targpeta Tor our guns, In suech cases
early inforwation is8 all luportant,

§ A Lu.-a, -f.a.-t, ‘uyl e, lalluted a4 L) em"r
Pd,:h;h P ‘ﬂnd Uavaluall. hnﬂn-uulo—;!;i

--—I!ﬁl-'-- i-‘-"-l--l—r-ﬂ—---—llﬂ--—-h.——-ﬂ - i e e I S R .
= - = " -y H.-l-L--i-ii.l-d--H-l--"-rI-il-'qq. —Hp-‘-m-qﬂi-“iﬁ_ﬁﬂ-:“-‘rh-" ....i.l--'-im

m, "r*-"'-.“—'-:-"’hl-..r-.__.-*. SR I

WA

e ———

o g g = gl pe—
i - 1-.-] -

/a
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sy ~ QEEEN

u.-o-n. J+0s BODerteon, Celieis; DeSels, Bth Auste Infe Bdos
B I0th Ocetobar, B1In.

approves of the fellowing

1O 8314, o WePo CAUFRON to B8 §/0480
sClung 11) viee NoHEn, (ufee ha..:m
Mﬂ 15 ta Mn 19318,

BEECIALIGES 680  Ldoute Wele NGT sppointed Sn. Nusketry Officer H4th
: : fne vies Lisut. Foe MARTIN - B4th Sepie, IV,

BALVASE - e Value of Sslvage esllisoted during wesk epding 2ath
Bopte, a8 followee=

promo tion.-

| LR@UINN-~ 6B sedele

m utmm & THe Be 0.
m. ‘II' ” .
m . 27« 1. X0,

St Tekelitye
o%al oo 'ﬁt
3 mw 0. ®
| Lednd 1%0. 8. ©

| .
ABpa ® ams. 10« ©

84t .
mtale & EIRIEE

n28 ine undepmeontionsd men tricd by Feélsleic on 28th
Sopt. wers found Vuilty end sentomced as under..

:t: L..---p “ ol -l--u-‘n...--.lr ; :

g = [Py A

w" - 1 Yoar Ididtt

- 2 L

" s i i 1
.' - 1 Ll "

'. ' Aells LENGE bessrtion ®  « 8 Voars Pele
A_____—d-——_-_____-——
=28 Hach umit will republish in orders Geie0%s in rogard
,m nmmmmmﬁu.m
|
PLEQRETE o4
FIETTE nes
m' i'.b..--'.,.-~ .
> mil L

BI0T +« BBe 94 I8
5104 «« 28 928

-

"
" 5 .. T .
i i
. -] )
i
I
L]
'- ".
i g
F &
o e o . . — = - o -
’ 5 - oS z ‘!"-"'!f"-l-"- - _.,.ﬂ—... R - e - — S —— o - - — -.ﬂ'#""
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- % 21st Battalion Headquarters, . |

90 10th-Bctober 1918, f

el

At 08.00 on ond October thhe Battelion was in a t ﬂﬂ’ﬁ nyatem at G«l7.b.

just Souta of NAUROY.

At 11 .45 orders were received to move at once to a trench system at B.25.cC.
The C.0.was also informed that the Unit would then come under the orders of
the G.0.C.,7th A,I.Brigade.

After a hasty lunch the Battalion moved off at 12.15 and was disposed in the
trench system at B.27.c.

This area was spasmodically shelled and at times an emount of "blue cross"®
gas shells were fired which necessitated the wearing of S.B.Respirators by
troops in the vicinity.

Casualties.= *Nil.
Ceptures,= Nil.
Inemy ca&sualties.-Nil.

P ART Ll
Period 22136 stIﬁ-IE-EU‘ 06 400« 61018,

At 22.30 on 3rd inst,, the Battalion moved from trenches at B.27.cs - where
it had been supporting the 7th A.I.Prigede - to the BEAUREVOIR Line at B.27.
The night was exceptionally derk,and,owing to the lateness in the arrival of
orders,it was impossible to meke & daylight reconnaissance..
TLieut.A.PECK and 1 N.C.O0.per Company and Bn Haqrs left an hour previcusly to
arrange billeting. The route taken was via FOLENPRISE FARI, thence by compass
bearing across country to the trenches allotted.

This movement was successfully accomplished without casualties although the

outekirta of the Village near which we passed were subjected to continuous
heavy shelling.

On arrival the troops were placed in shelters in the trenches and Bn Hgrs
were established in a dugout near by.Telephone communication was establicshed
. with Brigade at WAUROY.A guide was sent to the cookers and a hot meal was

brought up to the troops at 4 a.m.

The Batma ion remained here until 03.00 on Eth.inst.ﬁlthuugh the position
was shelled frequently,we sustained only two cauqaltlea - 2 0.R.being
evacuated wounded.

At a conference held at Bde Hqrs at 15.00 on 4th inst., instructions were
received for an attack to be made,in conjunction with the 24th A.I.Bn and
the 2nd Pioneer Bn,assisted by Tanks and the necessary artillery. The
objective was to capture and secure the Village of MONTBREHAIN.The capture
of the Village wes entrusted i the 21st & 24th Bns,while the 2nd Pioneer Bn
were ordered t¢ establish themselves on the Right Flaﬂk facing South,
On.the night of 4th/5th October the 2nd Pioneer Bn took over the line from
the English troops and a% 3 am.the 21st En moved from its position in the

trenches at B.27.a.%.c.t0 an assembly position in trenches at H.10.d.,
grriving there at 94.15.

- At 04.30.the Companies moved from the assembly pnﬁltlnn on-to the J«0.,T,
where they arrived and were in positionwithout casualties by 05.30.
Al the surrounding valleys were continuelly 'being shelled with gas although
| the concentration was not sufficient to warrant the wearing of the S.B.R.,

the use of which,on account of the darkness,would have seriously hampered
the move.

A The J.,0.T.had been laid by the 6th Field Company, Australian Engineers earlier
f in the night.Two guides per Company with the Intelligence 0fficer had
reconnoitred the X.0.T.and one guide per Company remained there while the
otrier mev his Company at the Assembly Position and guided the troops into
~.bosition on the J.0.T. The assembly position had heen similarly reconnoitred
and & guide had met each Company before moving from Be27.8.&sCe
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The 2nd Pioneer Bn was withdrawn behind the J.0.t.15 minutes before Zeroe.
Bn Hgrs was esteblished at B.lO.2.l.3.and a forward Revort Centre at
HeBoCs2e2e0n the J.0.T.before Zero. This was moved to the Railway Cutting
g8 soon &as possible after Zero.
The R.A.P.was established at SWISS COTTAGE, but on account of the distance
from the front the R.M.0.moved forward about two kilometres and established
his Post in the Railway Cutting where he did exceptionally fine work, though
continuslly under heavy enery artillery fire,for over ten hours.
At Zero (06.05) the barrage opened rather weakly and as soon as its-fringe
\ wag discerned the troops moved up to it,taking cover behind =2 Rallway
| Fnbankment. _
Thile here the barrage increased considerably and came down on our own
troops, causing considerable casualties. - . ,
The enemy barrage came dowm very quickly and was feirly heavy.This is
accounted for by the statement of a prisoner who stated that an attack was
* expected and extra artillery had been brought up especizlly to desl with it
The attack was made by"A'"Company,plus 1 Platoon oft"D"Company,on the Right,
and"B"Company,plus 1 Platoon of"D"Company,on the Left."D"Company,less 2
Platoons,occupied the old front line as soon as possible after Zero.
For the first time in the experience off the Battalion the enemy barrage
shortened, as our attack progressed,irrespective of where his own troops
were.This continueduntil our men were well into the Villsge,when the
barrage again lengthened to the old front line,which,until 28. 17.00,
wae subjected to continual bombardment with 5.9 and 4.2 shells.,
Exceptionally strong enemy machine gun fire was encountered from the
a Village,but this ceased when our men entered the estern outskirts.From
| then onwards the opposition gradually weakened.
The tarks allotted to the Battalion were late in getting on to the J.0.T.
and one,as it advanced behind our men, inflicted a number of casualties
with its fire.Another,moving through the Villagepfired into houses that
had been mopped up and in some cases were occupied hy our men.The tanks
seemed unable to catch up to the barrage and were of no assistance in the
attack.
On emerging from the Village, the troops could see the enemy running away
over the high ground, but,when he realised that «the advance had stopped and
we were in such few numbers,he apparently reorganised and returned in formed
narties to get 'in touch with our outposts.
considerable machine gun fire was directed on our right flank troops from
DOON MILL and on our left flank from a Northerly direction.
Also & Field Gun fired point Hlank at a distance of 500 Yerds until silenw
ced by our artillery and machine gun fire.
* A battery of 77 mm fired from BRANCOURT at a distance of approximately
1000 Yards on to the Posts of the Centre BLampany.
A T.ine of posts was established clear of the village. - "ACompany, under
Lt.W.lleConnochie, established four posts on the South of the BRANCOURT -
MONTBREHAIN Road. C.S.M.Trevascus,with a mixed party of 21lst & 24th Bns,
egstabliszhed three posts on the T.eft of"AnCompany."BiCompany established
two posts on tite Worth Bast edge of the Village.This Company pushed out a
poat into & sunken road abouft 300 Vards past the Village at 0e26 «8.5.6
This post and one at C.25.4.9.7.were under heavy machine gun fHre.The former
being in danger of ebing cut off was withdrawn into the Village.Another
Post seeing this one coming in also withdrew, but both were reorganised, and,
having salved a quantity of ammunition,again established a$ post in the .
sunken road.covering the North-Bastern edge of the Village.
As the position on our immediate left was rather obscure the 2 Platoons of
"D¥"Coy in support were ordered to clear it up and establish posts securing
the NWorth-Eastern edge of the Village. |
Two posts were established near the Cemetery,and,in conjunction with the
24th Bn,a line of posts securing the Village from attack on the North side
were establi shed.
At 10.35 the C.0.,21lst Bn,was advised be telepnhone from Bricade that two

Companies of the 18th Bn were in trenches at H.lQ.b.and at his disposal.
On account of the thinness of the front the C.0.decided to send both these

Companies forward.The two Company Cormanders were sent for ahd at 10.55
they were given verbal orders where to take their Companies and what they
were required to do.0One Company was to reinforce the I.ine astride the
MONTBREHAIN - DBRAITCOURT Road, the other 1o move up thwough the Village and
to establish connection vetween the post at I.2.2.0.8.2nd the Cross Roads
at Ce20 .d.9.7.« Tach Company wae to carry up extra bandoliers and S.A.A.
from the dump at the Reilway Cutting in H.6sCedede

These Coys were met at the Railway Cuttingby Lt.W.E.Hardwick M.C.who gave
them their locality and direction. | /

i
—

%
g B x| i : : - - I
l - scaliumali v N weswllBe. : o W N i Wt e i 2 W = Al

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1005296



=80 - oy oL | - APPENDIX 91 p N

At 12.40 Lit.Hardwick reporived fat that Lt.F.cGawler ¥w,0.had establighed
Tour ‘posts on the North side of he Cemetery in B.30.d.extending to Tl
2+5+9.and was under heavy machine gun fire;that It.W.H.Roberts was digging
in on the Cross Roads on his Right. ‘ |

Tt .Roberts eventually established these posts (two) on the Cross Roads at
Ce25 460087050 Be20:.d.9.74 ‘_
The two Companies of the 1l8th Bn were in position at about 15.00.
The enemy throughout the day was advancing in organised parties over the
highn ground that surrounded the village - evidently with the intention
of establishing a line a@s close as he could to us.
Though he never launched an organised counter-attack he at one time almost
cut off a post that was established ezly in the sunken road a2t C.26.c.5.5.
Our T.ewis Gun¥caused great slaughter amongst these parties,continually
dispersing them and inflicting heavy casualties.0One post & about L«2.¢c.5.8
and another at H.6.b.9.9.cach claim 100 casualties to the enemy.
The section of the 2nd M.G.Bn attached to this Unit were blown out at the

= start.Another section wag sent up and did very good shootinge.
The section of the 6th A.L.T.M.B.had no targets but endeavoured to fire on
DOOI MILL.They had only fired two rounds when they came under heevy artill-
ery fire and the Officer was wounded.Being put out of rashge they returned
to the Quarry at H.l2.b.with their gun and armunition.
0f the four tenks attached to he Battalion only two have been revorted on
as being in their allotted area and their action was unsatisfactory.
Our artillery wes very thick during the barrage but the fringe was extremely
ragged and after the first few minutes the fire suddenly increased twofold.
The troops had moved forward as usual at Zero as close to the barrage as
saf ely permitted and,whilst waiting in the shelter of a bank for it to
1i7t, the increased fire came down on them,causing heavy casuvelties.One Coy
Commander was killed and another was wounded.
As the advance continued the irregular fringe was responsible for many more
casualties and T estimate that 407 to 50% of our casualties were caused by
our own Artillery Fire. ,
As in all previous battles,once more the liajison between the Tnfantry and
Artillery was very weak,and, though want of time may be put forward as an
excuse, there should be no excuse for not having a responsible senior
Qfficer with Bn Hgrs,who could,by runner or *phone, pass on information
direct to the Battery or Group,especially as in a case like the last battle

- where the ground was undulating a F.0.0.with a wire to Group or the Officer
at Bn Hqrs would be able to direct the Artillery fire instead of having to
depend upon the observation of an Artillery Officer in the Firing TLine,and
on the Infantry communications to get the news to Bn Hqrs.Even then the
Bn Commender has to send the message on b his Brigade on the Infantry ILine.
The sending of a junior Artillery Officer to a joint Bn Hqrs from which
cperations are being directed,and,he having to depend on Infantry Communice

&%gnﬂ to get and despatch his information,is wasting the time of this
0 CeYre

‘Cas@alties were quickly cleared.The R;H.O.(Capt.H;wendelauhn] showed great
initiative in establishing his R.A.P.in advance of the J.0.T.as soon as
circumstances permitted,and also the manner in which he cdllected and used
the prisoners as stretcher bearers was the means of getting the battlefield
cleared,and the early rendering of first aid and prompt despateh of wounded

to the rear by prisoners was. a very meritorious performance and responsible
for the saving of several lives.

At about & 15,00 on the 5th inst.,verbal instructions were received that

the 118th Regiment of the American Army would relieve the Brigade Group.

The C.0.,21lst Bn.,was requested to take charze of relief and arrange for
. the whole front. : '

On the arrival of the American parties in advance the Tront was divided

- between their 2nd & 3rd Bns.The lst Bn went into trendes in Support at H.10.
The necessary guides were provided by the 20th A.T.Bn.

Having halved the front by an approximate line Tast and WEst,eacﬁ.Bn Area
was divided into three parts - one for each Coy of the incoming Unit.The

fourth Company in each case teing kept in support in the Railway Cutting
and Sunken Road.

Instructions were then sent to Lt.W.E.Hardwigk M.C0.at the Railway Cutting,&
L‘t eReHerarndon at the Qu&rr}' 9t Hel2:D2.9 S iy nJ.EﬂrEburgh DsCeM, lMlMlW&E

sent with a short order,and map marked in areas, forward to arrange for the
relief with the above mentioned Officers.These were the only O0fficers with

whom the C.0.was in touch at the time.They were instructed to see the e
senior Officer in ech area, show him the map,and give him a copy of the order.
Bach Officer was held responsible in his owmn area for the guiding in of the

Americangs and the handing over to them of their particular area. |
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Fach area sent out five guides who reported to Tt.Horsburgh at sSwrss
COTTAGE at 12.00.and,on the arrivel of the Americans,they were led in by

the area guides.
The reliel went well and would have been completed before midnight had not

~ *the guides from one area got lost.This party did not reach their proper

' position until after midnight.

! Relief was complete by 02.35. 6.10.18. The Battalion moved out in small
parties to the Cookers which were located near NAUROY.Traffiec men were
posted on the various corners to direct the men as they came out.

Bn Hgrs arrived last at 0$.30.

Casualties.- Killed. Wounded. Missing.
Officers. o 5 -
Other Ranks. 9] 03 35
L captures .- Prisoners. It is not possible to state the number capturéd

as,on account of the few men in the line, the prisoners were
usually sent out with stretchers and became mixed with the
prisoners of other Units.It is estimated that 150 Prisoners were

sent back. '
Material. It is also impossible to give an accurate list

of material captured but at least 50 machine guns,6 trench mortars,
and a large dump of ammunition and engineers! material fell into

our hands.

Enemy Casualties.- It is estimated that 100 enemy were killed in the
attack.Two Companies report that after consolidation they each
| , caused over 100 casualties throughout the day.our artillery also
on several occasions dispersed parties of the enémy with grest
slavghter. -

L -u' L]

m&ﬁ#ﬂ; EWl . -Li&u‘b--CUl QHEI,

commandire 2lst Battaljon A.I.F.

"
L -
. - - — ——— w= A
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Brige~iamle JelUs RODEIrtEOn, Celieves Doileds, Commandinmeg 6th Auct. Inf. Bde.
. | i g 1ltlh Ooctober, 1918.

126 Petalil of Officors mentioned below will sssomble
at mt:':s::nol Helle .?l mumg ::.1'; Remme 18th-
inet purpose trying gemeral
Court lartial .-
h-m, ’“i Jelle READ ﬂm Bre .l-IJ:

* 5484, Fells WILSON ®
" 4880, Y e LAOOR ' » !
* 6071, FeWe HOLAN d . .
" 4417, Wed « FLEMING . "
* base, Ued « PITZGERALD A
§ " ava%7a Celle BECIHMAR AT R
. . 24, A« OGDER B3rd Bme ¥
| " 2045, * H.Fede SAUNDERS "« & w
\ . m, ® ""- m . o ®
) "avel, " M0« PAYIIZON L "
| mmnthwpworpmumhmmt
| befors tihem.
m.!" Uj: ﬁimd, HeCTs B4Th Bne
l‘ Capte. !cmﬂ' 25 Bne
| Idcuts Welte Calvert 24th *

Gs Fielding End Auste Dive Uallelde

The mdmhmmmuhums

reguired to attond.

Proc will be forwarded to Bde. lHdarse

lm mmdt“ mﬂm :'tlé be provided and all
ther srrangsnsn ey, B4th Bne Tor

Melding s Garee 3

ESTAMIREDS 627  Hetasinets im this ares will be opem deily Ffrom-
r 12400 « 14400
| 18400 = 50400

LAAVE o~ A28  NeUeO's and Menm are mot to leave their bllleting

arens unless provided with a pass and should vot
be allowed to wander out of their area.

629 ntmu:m is drawn to the following Orderse.-
. £ WUELNS Orcer:

(Sirmed) A« Go BROWN, CAPTAIN,
BTAFY CAPIAIN.

S SRS U . - _ | - /- g
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w- Jells HOBETYaON, o.i.h:’m.;
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| H.Mmﬁ Calley Dalisd e
* . EfeniBDle Wekobs y Delielde Attd. O¥rd B

Aeofiel e mm. Velisley, We's PEme

| Ene
U Bsdth S%rd e

_hﬁh Aolle Hammell, Hele 2Unt Mne
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aith Mit."'t’l

Bth Aclelidoes Hele
eld, Mad. 6th AeloeTeMaBtys

il .
feile B0
Oele 8th AcleTelioBtys

atcommodation
- witnesses.

(S8igned) ¥ P BBLLECK, CAPTAIN
- A/STAPY CAPTAIN. |
IJ I'
1 :
| |
|

1

" i
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m.-.hwom mlol'.ﬁu tomndig. (tompy.) oth Aust, Inf. Bde.
' #lst Oote, W10,

_{

UMM Gl g 2.1 m.;.-l. Fo e w 'ﬂ 4 gk |
' Stk Aol oiidee, 1afft -—'umh -;.“:ﬁ

Mvne 10« 184 15,

Lteetole Ackel !umn&m Hefls, ESnd Bns
mzh“ﬂ.“ '.hac;ﬂiﬂnh |
- -
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£2) Somtd.

”ﬂ% 251 BEne
w*m 25nd Bne

Mm- Lefie K 1, HeCs BEp H'-h-
G nﬂﬁu A Aellivnie Cyilelie
mutmun detail 1 Officer as loarmer.
the sccused will be warned and all witnesses
Hm to attend.

will be forwarded to Bdoe '
lmmy scconzodation will b= od and all
gomw-low Cel e Mthh- for

lding thie Courte.

UADERB e~ 657 Abttenticon 1e #Mrected to the following orders.

ane

sans 15 9

1%64
1328
1869

1508 se 4410+ 18 «» Leave

{Bigned) F. ‘&T m CAPTALN,

vy om e s PN e -
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SIXTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY  BRIGADE
STReENGTH RETURN AS AT HGOH..*:".é:_'./Pi::_‘:__Q_l_g.
B RS e P i B b B L AN - ot - (DR R T T
Actually with § Sick in Div. On command Total Strongth| War Hstabe. Required to | Excoss Ovoar
Unit.- Areg.- leave detachad - complats ; Estab. |
etc. : |
“OfFrE .‘t__g:. RT8 | OTTTs. [ O.H. | OFiTa. | 0-R'5 OfFr5d DeR 5 [ Offre.| 0-3'5
<lst bn.
cend bIie
2ord bne
24th Ene.
— - —— l-l-!. . : y /
TOTRL | | 7. | | | X3J5 | | J67 9 | 62 | it | U
i R it T V. 'ﬂaﬁpiﬁiﬁ; _ = %
% - /10 - Staff Captain for G.0.C. 6th Aust. Infantry BRrigade :
: .#llli.l‘ll..‘.l:‘ill‘Il.llllglgl ; ; i 2
| Recor of Vi O
g | <
: % __",ffh

P
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SIXTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTHY BRI GADE

FIGHTING STRFNGTH RETURN MADE UP TO KOON 0?6/0 -..1018 | |

* ——t — SRR ; o R
| - €725 Hi % B" C i D
Uni€e~ Strength |Increass | Totals from | Docreese | Strength | Not presant with "A" minus "B" FoSe Excluding |
for (1) & (i1) Excluding | unit & not at the| Available Fight- | persomnel at |
F provious | Attachad |{ dispcsal of CeO.e ing Strength inc. | Transport and
Week included in Col. | Personnel of Bn. Q.M. Stores
£ oL el . | Ipt. and QM. Lo
1 Gff. O-R.I0ff4 O+R.IOff. § OoRe | O f“-TQLR. _pf‘f‘.l_gnd?‘l} VT | OeRa Offs B UeRe 1 O%1. '} Oslte
21st Bn. 7R L - i1 - {2 7 { s L 2.V 6 B
: ) 7 ':' o
22nd Bne / C/" S 558 ¥ iy, .f;:(i ol MS2
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