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R i WA, Qrs. 17th Battalion A.I.F..
W LIMINARY . 1st Ootober 1918, '
A1l Companies. o |
: The Pattalion will be moving to the HARGICOURT Area this morning 5
2. Breakfast will be at 7 a.m. |
Y @ The Rattalion will be ready to move off at 8.30 a.,m,
4, RBlankets will be carried on the man. |
B Officers' packs will be at R. Q. W's, Store at 7.45 a.m. |
6. Advance parties of 2 N. C. 0's, per Company will be ready to :
move off at 7 a.m, |
0fficer Commanding "B" Company will please detail Lieut. T. s i
WARNER to accompany t e pariy |
(Signed) 7. R. HAIGH, Lieut.
A/Adjutant 17th Pattalion A.I.T,
CONFIRMATION , Hd, Qrs. 17th Battalion A.I.F,,
T T 1st October 1918.
A1l Compenles. !
- 4 The Battalion will move to the HARGICOURT Area this morning, 5
5 The route will be — VILIERS FAUCON - TEMFLEUX le GUERARD - 0
.3 and L..4, | -0
B Companies will march by platoons in colum of threes at 25 yards il
interval. Order - "HQ", "B", “C", "D" Companies, —
4, The Battalion will move off at BX% 8.20 a.m. Iinstead of 8,30 a.m 9 {
5. Greatcoats will be carried under haversack; blankets rolled in s
waterproof sheet on the belt,
x {
(31emed) 7. R. HAIGH, Lieut. el
A/Adjutant 17th Battalion A.I.F. .
=, - ’
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v gorK He, Qrs. 17th Battalion A.I.7.,

Fth Octobe y 14
Teadgquarters , hBBE!\J D [X A g

Fth Australian Infantry RBrieade,

Herewith report on operatlons between the 27th September 1918
and 4th October 19018,

Reference Map:.
heet 62.0., 1/40,000,
WIANCOURT, 1/20,000,

The 17TH BATTALION . A.I.7. moved by route march to the BUSSU
Area ﬂg the night 27/28%h September 1918, and bivouaced in the viecinity
of J .10, Z

On the night 28/29th September the Battalion moved by route 7
march to the TONCAVESNES Area, and bivouaced in the vieinity of ¥.25.b.

On the mornineg 1st October 1918, the Fattalion moved by route
march to the VILLEHET.Area{ and the same evening moved to the line,
relieving remnants of the %0th and %2nd Battalions near JONCOURT -
F.9.a. and b,

The Battalion was disposed as follows:-
"B" Company - Tine Right
"C" Company - Line Left
"D" Company - Support, and Eattalion Feadquarters at
¥,19,a.65,.85,

On the night 2nd/%rd October, Fattalion Headquarters mo¥led to
H.9.6.2.5., and during the night orders were received to co-operate with
the other Units of the Brigade in an operation, the scheme of which was
as follows:-

The 18th Battalion on the Right, and the 19th on the Left, were
to take the two lines of trenches of the BEAUREVOIR LINE, the 17th on
the Right, and the 20th on the Teft moving through them to further
objeotives. The 17th Fattalion's objective was the Village of PONCHAUX
on the TLeft, thence a line running North and South from B.12.¢.5.0 to
trencles at B,.30.8.5.8., and included the Village of WIANCOURT and the
buildings at CGENEVE, ’

The Battalion formed up on the Jumping-off Mark 70 yards behind
the 18th Battalion in one wave of two lines. Hach line was composed of
Pactions in single file., The order of bhattle was - "B" Company in the
Centre, under Captain H, RONAID,6 DSO.; "D" Company on .the Right, under
Captain K. W. MACKENZIE,K MC.; and "C" Company on the Teft, under Captaln
J. I, WRIGHT, MC. Zero was at 6.5 a.m, on the 3rd October 1918,

The centre and right Companies passed through the BEAUREVOIR .
LINE, tock the Village of WIANCOURT, and at ¢ a,.,m, reported that they
were held un at B.22.6.9.4., by a battery of field artillery and machine
guns firing point blank at 1,200 yards rangqﬁ both flanks were in the
air, and they were digging in at that spot. Yuring their advance from
BEAﬁREvOIRrLEHE, they ocantured & number of machine gun posts, and were
assgisted by Tanke,

The Left Company of the 18th Battalion and the Bight of the 19th
were held up, and although the enemy wire was reached, and "C" Company
17th Battalion reinforced them, they were unable to advance. At 7.20 am
"C" Company 17th reported that it wae impossible to advance any further
and asked for Tank assistance. Mo tanks assisted the advance in this
vicinity, but some, advancing near the ESTREES - GENEVE Poad, beoame
casuslties before reaching the enemy front line. At 9,45 a,m. the Left
Company of the 18th Battalion and "C" Company of the . 1l7th, dribhled back
to Sunken Road in ¥.%.a., and at 10,30 a.m, advanced again to the attaok
.after a short artilleryv preparation, The enemy assisted the advance by
shelling his front line, and the attacking troops experilienced no
registance.

Owing to the small number of men at this point of the line, gl o

Company 17th Battalion assisted to mop up the BEAUREVOIR LINE, on the
completion of which the advance was resumed. At 12 noon the advance was
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(2)
17th Pattalion A.T.F. Renort on Ornerations (continued).

acain storped by machine gun fire from ridge in B.22.b. As the number
of men left was now only 20, including officers (2), and both flanks
were in the air, the nearest troops on the right being about 800 yards
away end no sign of them on the left, "C" Company dug in on a line from
R.28.2.2.2 to the ESTREES - GENEVE Road, and at right angles to it.
Eight became ocasualties from gas during the afternoon, and at nightfall
only one Sergeant and nine other ranks remained, owing to the Officer
Commanding 5C" Company being recalled to Battalion Headguarters to take
command of the Fattalion , and the remainine officer being evacuated

cagged,

Abvout 6 v.m,, the Units on the left established a chain of |
posts across the ESTREES - CGENEVE Road, linking up with "C" Company,

17th Battalion.

Durine the night 3rd/4th October the bhattle front was taken
over by Units of the 6th Australian Infantry Brigade, and the 17th
Battalion, on relief, moved to the vicinity of H.l3.a., North of

ETRICOURT.

Our artillery was falling short at ¥.3.a.2.5. during the
attack, and was largely responsible for the considerable change in
direction of parts of the left Companies of the 17th and 18th Battalions

The centre Company also reported casualties due to our own barrage "
falline short. _ s

A
(Signed) J. L., WRIGHT, Cavntain,
A/Commanding 17th Battalion A, I, P, -

_—
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Db ) f o
[ ¢ 7d., Qrs, 17th Battalion AT P .
2 oth October 1918. =L
Feadguarters,

5th Australian Infantry Brigade.

Herewith Supplementary Report on the operations near WIANCOURT
on the Z%rd October 1918 :- |

(a) ARTILLERY. Our barrage was ragged on the left of the Battalion
Sector near the Villace of ESTREES , one gun firing particu- | |

larly short.

/ (b) TANKS AND WHIPPETS. The tanks were late; so late, that the
attacking troops had lost the benefit of the barrage before
they arrived, No tanks reached the BEAUREVOIR LINE on the Left

of the Sector, but two pierced it on the Right . The Whippets
detailed for the 17th Battalion did not eventuate at all. One
tank reported that he had only enough petrol to take him to the
wire, 80 he was ordered to remsin in the Sunken Road. ‘

(c) ZEBRO HOUR , was gquite OK, but it certainly could not have been
later, as the attacking troops would have heen seen, .

(d) The TAPE could have been a Rittle closer to the ohjective.

(e) ENEMY STRENCGTH, We were of the opinion that the enemy were
holding the line strongly, because on the 2nd, we had observed

the %2nd Division suffer severe casualties in thelr attack. |
The  machine gun fire at night was, if anvthing, above normal. 3?
(£) DIRECTION. From the point of view of a Company Commander in the | HET
operation, it is my opinion that every offlicer must always have 'ji
a Compass with him, whether prismatic or otherwise, Very few | i1 J
men of the Teft Company of the 18th Battalion arrived on their - |
Sector , the majority going to the Right; the same applied to the | "1
17th Pattalion; and both the platoons which did arrive OK - one E;
of which was Company Feadquarers, were directed by Compass, iﬁ;
L
(siegned) J. T, WRIGHT, Captain. g
1 A/Commanding 17th Pattalion A, I, T, T
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W HE, Wrs. 17th Sattalion A I,

5th October 1913
All Gﬂlﬁmniﬂi

2 The Pattalion is moving %o the HBRVITIY Area to-morrow 6t
instant, and 18 to pass starting point at ¢.16.a.7.7 at 9.a.m.

2, Reveille will be at 6 a.m. Breakfast at 6,70 a.nm.

e “ompenies will a1l in and be weady to move off at 7.78 a.m.

4 . Tewis Oun gear, Officers' ~nd Veas Gear, will he stacked at
720 a.mn. at t1o spat wliere 'b}-a kitohen stood watﬂr&av.

= Bach Company will detsil one ¥ .C.0. to report to Tdeut. H. @
T AT a.t "‘attalimn Herndquarters at 5,15 ﬂ..m. to nrnce*eﬂ 88 Billeting “'a.rtv.

(Sigmed) A, I, GILEERT, NTieut.
A/Adjutant 17th Battalion A, T. T.

- — ——
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Iimﬁs and AMTENS 1/100 ,000

v | snméza N2, 1/20,000,
/ | '

7 *’ﬁ“\a Bth Austmlim Infanbw RBricade Group will move teo VIGHA M

rain and mn route to-‘ay the ?‘bh October 1918,

me 17T PATPALICN will pass the Starting Toint - ¥.16.d.6.3 -
55 aam.

lj- _.Miﬁl# will be at 5.50 am, _:g

"":EMMIMEMMWmeaeﬂnt?lﬁmm.

a .ﬁmw - Tighting Order, “'id-day meal vwill be ocarried.

 Pre Rattalion will entrain &t- PINCOURY at 10.%0 a,m. and detrain
, and move by march route to VIUNACOU'T Route - mmm VATX—en
§3 tﬂ billets,

s N Ar the Bnmilmﬂ Mrain moves direct to VIGHACOUT, both Officers
i men will have to rely upon what they carry for the m:l.d—day meal .

I &) Transpord rwidudfnrhytminwﬂlhelﬁﬁ ( sunply) vagon ,
i ‘ ) 1 mg 1 mess , which will move umder instruoctions
- _"wmr , to a.rriva ‘at, TTNOOTRT at 8.70 a.n, via ROTSEL -

FET pevided for by txain vill moye by rosd, snd will |
% .23 a2, _j gﬁ;ﬂ# N.2E,) at 6 am. m—w e

=

v
% = -
e o e s i 5 o
. - - e
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1, The Prigzade Ueremonial Parade will be held to.morrow 21/10/18,

Bt Officers - Mats, San Browne Belts . Nox Respirator

lll:mF over "ight shoulder,
Other Ranks - Hats , *‘1@1’01113 Ovrder, Box Regplirator

&t Ehe Alert', Wntarprnuf Bhiat rolled
on Selt, *
Commanding Officer, Adiutant, and Transport paraonnal only will

t be mounted.

s

3 will be loaded as per Pivisional Teoading Table.
g8 Guns will be ocarried in the transport.

4, GUIDES, Offiocer Commanding "B" Jompany will detail two suides
to report to Battalion Orderly Room at 1245, as Right and
Teft Sattalion Yarkers,

5. " BAIID. Will be massed in the rear of the Centre of the ﬁr:lgm-de.
under the 17th Tattalion Dand Sermant.

MARCH , ™e Patta lim with Transnort oamplatu will march to
the Tarade G'rmmd the head o” the "attalion 4o Pass
Startine Point at woad junotion W 16.1.9-5 at 1315,
Companies will f211 in on tre road in front of ¢the Cuard
Room, and be ready to move off at 1245, in the following
&raar - nlA.l HB# alcil HDH ﬂlrﬁll
The transport will fall in in STATTON STREBT with the head
of column at corner of STATION STREET and MAIN ROAD , by
1255, and awalt owvders to meve off,

" e Tre following personnel only mn be exempted from the narade:-

-~ 1 Sook per Ommy.
: 1 Cook for . Vass,
2 Cooks for Loers' Mess
2 Stretoher Nearers in rmmum Tospnital
1 Sigmaller on duty
1 Runner on duty
1 Postman

8.,  “The midday mesl will be at 1145,

' WJ‘;
4 e ~
#
L ]

g

DISTRIBUTION.

Tile.
-%n GMF-HE,?
I—GII ]
HDH o
-HQ“ L
Transport Officer
RI Q,' “i
9/11. War Diary
12, Snare

- ® &

mﬂmrumﬂ

4 B
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1772 BATTALION. A.I B¢ Z33/10/18.

Reference Map: - ;
Sheet 57.E., 1/40,000,

: 4 The 17TH BATTALION, A.I.F. will carry out "Mjgketry Range Practioce

on Rifle Range at Q.%2.d., to-morrow the 1st November 1918.
2. The following Routine will be observed:-
Reveille - 0630
Sick Parade = 0700
Brealkkfast - 0730
L P Companies will be fallen in ready to move from "B" Company's

Billets (near the R .A.P)., at 0845, in the following order:-
"B" ; IIAII : ilcﬂ' : FIDH‘ : I!HQH compmieﬂ'

Dresg - Battle Order; felt hats.,
VMidday meal will be carried,
Company Commanders will be mounted.

. (a) Q. M, will arrange for "D" Companv's cooker to provide tea for
midday meal on the Range,

(bé OfPicers' VWess Cart will report at Battalion Mess at 1000 to
load mess gear, and will xeEpex%t proceed to the Range with cooker.

5. - Transvort Officer will detail 1 himber to load material for the
Range as under:-

(a) Tewis Guns, Magazines, Targets, etec., will be collected from
billet near Raillway at 0745, Lieut. R. J. FITZROY will
supervise the loading of this gear.

(b) Musketry Material , S.A.A., ete,, will be loaded on same limber
at Q.M, Store at 0800, under the supervision of Lieut. C. J.
SANS, M.C.

6. IARKERS . Four other ranks per Company will report to Tieut.
C.Jd. SAMS, M.C. “at Battalion Orderly Room at 0800, and will prnﬂaad tn
Range with the above limber.

T Company Commanders will warn all ranks to avoid moving over
ploughed or sown land in the viecinity of Range. .
8. On completion of Musketry Praotioce, the Range must be left in
a clean condition.
Q. ACKNOWLEDGE.
T,ieut.
A/Adjutant 17th Battalion A. I. P,
DISTRIBUTION .
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Transport Officer |
Lieut C J S&mﬂ M.C. }

10 iE Waz Diary.
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