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20th Battelion, A TI.F,

1lst=2nd August " Del9.¢.15.20 ¥ .E. VILLERS=ERETTN
7 (Sheet 62 D 1/40,000)

end-Tth August BLANGY TROWVILLE.
. Tth-8th August N.24.a near BLANGY TRONVILLE.,
Sheet 62 D.)
8th-9th August PeZlece N.E. of VILLERS BRETTONEUX. |
"T%th-lvth.August Re25.¢+2.2, Between BAYONVILLERS and PROYART, 2

“17th-26th August  FOUTILOY.
26th=-27th P.'llguﬂ't Qel8esde8.8. Between PROYART and MORCO'IRT .
O7th-28th August  Re5.d¢5.9, GARENNE #0OD, N.E. bf CHUIGNOLLES

28th-29th August Quarry Be.26.c¢ near GAPPY.
(Sheet 62.c. 1/40,000)

30th-31st August Hel3:8¢7¢5. between FRISE-and FEUTLLERES and
embankment HelleBe5e6+ near CLERY=gsur-SOMIE.

31lst .Fﬂlgllﬂt- Hel2ebeQede Bast of GLEHY‘EW’SO”I‘E!
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o
R.M.0., 20th Battalion, /()
o
i Hariﬂd 7th August to 5 psy. 12th August 1918:

The morming and afternoon of the 7th JAug was spent
waiting under bank of the SOMME near AUBIGNY. In the
early evening after the evening meal the A.ll.C. party
gplit into two. The Ambulance bearers (less one runner,
Pte. Fuller 5th Pield Amb.) and the Maltese Cart and
driver were instructed to go as far forward out of enemy
observation under the high ground between the SOIIIE and
VILEERS BRETONNEUX. As soon as darkness fell they were to
proceed as far as the "AEROPLANE DUMP" forward of HUNTER
ST . They were unable to do this as the shell fire became
heavy as soon as darkness set in - all material was dumped
near %Yhe YORK St R.A.P. During this trip two bearers were
slightly wounded by shell fragments (Ptes. Fox and Paine,
5th Pield Amb.)

' The second party comsisting of R.l.0s A.M.C. details
(Cpl. Jones, L/Cpl. Scotton) and runner, Pte. Fuller pro-
ceeded in a straight line over the high ground bwteeen the
SOIMLME and VILLERS BRETONHEUX, by way of the PIONEER SWITCH.,
In this area the battalions of the 8th Bde. (5th Divn) were

-~ <« met and one ceould not but be struck by the cheerfulness of
the troops that were to go over the top on the morrow. Further
on in & suhken road large numbers of 18 pounder guns were secn
deawn up for the morrow's barrage. The entry to the Battle
ReA.P. was uneventful, - the Battle R.A.P. consisted of a
dugout near the junetion of AUSTRALIA SUPPORT and AILEEN
TRENCHe The dugout was about six feet wide by eight feet
long and four feet deep. The roof was of elephant iron and one
layer of sandbags. The floor was just below the level of the
sap outside which latter was exceadingly narrow and wnuld not
allow a stretcher case being carried along it. About 9 D.m.
the runners brought the Ambulance bearers and the A.l.C.
material up to the Battle R.A.P.

The material carried during this operation was about
150 shell dressings and the ususl complement of Thomas and
other lints with material and instruments for their adjust-
ment. The bearers were accomodated in small dug outs and
"eubby holes"™ about 50 yards to the rear of the R.A.P. - these
had been oeccupied at some time by a German Wireless Cutfit.
The nieht was spent in the R.A.P. dugout with some 24th Battn.
Sergeants - chiefly talking, the 20th A.M.C. had a bottle of
whisky while the 24th Sergeants supplied rum -,s0 the long wait
was not without cheer. These was litlle enemy shell fire in
this area during the night, most of the fire fell to the rear
of the R.A.P. or to the right in the trenches oceupied by the
19th Rattalion - this was contrary to expectations. 0On the
evening of the 7th the enemy set fire to some supply $anks in
an orchard Vo the est of VIDLERS BERETx. - this caused huge
volumes of smoke and it was thought that the enemy wounld
"smell a rat"™ and strafe during the night accordingly.

The barrage was limed to come down at 4,80 a,m. on the
Bn. 8ector and a few minutes before this one could distinctly
hear the tanks rumbling up to the tape although low-flying
aeroplanes and salvoes of Artillery fire. attempted to dpown
the rumble of the tanks. Pinally the rumble of one tank grew
insistant &and evidently it was making in our direction. Cpl.
Jones remarked "We'd look pretty silly if a - tank ran over
our dugout, sirl I've the - wind up about those things”.
Just then we heard the barrage on the left and almost immediately
it came down in our Sector, very few shells dropped short
although the barrage was very heavy. About a minute after the
start of the barrage, & deafening rogr was was heard outside the

dugout and on looking out the front of a tank was seen poised,
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ag it were, on the wide of the sap opposite the dugout,
everybody shouted something and one made a dash for the

opening of the dugout, however, it was all too juiek,

the erash was almost simultaneous as Lhe tank passed over

and erushed a side of the dugout - by some means or other

no one was hurt. Vhilst the occupants were extracating themselves
from the debris, a shell hit the undamaged side of the dugout
and completed the destruction. The ocecupants of the dugout

now went out into the Sap and there waited for about 10 minutes
for the barrage to get a good start. Unfortunately the tank
hed not only ruined the dugout but had altogether destroyed the
splints ete which had been put on the roof of the dugout as there
was ho room inside. About 10 minutes after Zero the R.M.O.

and his batman (Pte. Paine) went with a bag of shell dressings
to tell the Regimental Bearers to conmence work and also to
collect any wounded on the tape. Only an oceasional casuzlty
was found and dressed. Owing to the intense fog and the smoke
from the smoke and H.E. Shells of the barrage, it was very
difficult to find the casualties and more difficult to find

ones way about. The casualties collected during the first hour
after Zero were chiefly Walkers of the 20th and 19th Bins.

An hour or so after sunrise the casualties were coming
in more thickly as the mist had, to a certain degree cleared
so the depressed area once a Wireless Station (before mentioned)
wes ceonverted into a Dressing Station. The casualties here
treated were from many units, a few 20th and 19th Btn. men
4th and 3rd Division men, tanks, and large numbers of German
prisonerse. These prisoners proved very useful in carrying
wounded to the rear, and from forward to the R.,A.,P. A party
of German Red Cposs men were pul under a Red Cross U.C.0.
(also German) given a bag of shell drescings and made 10 dress
their own wounded. Large numbers of prisoners passed the R.A.TP.
on their way to the rear and they were mostly given a load.
Other passerg by were the 30th and 31lst Bns. and Capt. Brown
8th Pidld Ambulance with a party of bearers. About 1l a.m.
everything was just about clear and all hands set to work
to get something to eat. After this meal the area from the
tape to -the first objective was scoured for wounded only
a few o0dd ones, however, were found.

During the afiernoon all hands tried To get a little
sleep but there were constant interruptions and the Hun began
to shell all rounl with his H.V. pun. ILater in the afternoon
the R.A.P, and all attached was moved to hear 20th Bn. HeQ.
in & depression near BOIS L'ACCROCHE - here we were all
wonderfully cheered by the glorious news of the wounderful
advance. The night was spent gquietly in "bivvies" in this
depression - the earlier part was somewhat disturbed by

the loguaciousness °f certain dipgers nearby after the rum
issue.

An early start on the morning of Y9th August with the
AJI.C. party and Maltese Cart in rear of the battalion which
advanced in Artillery FPormation. Pagsed through WARFUSEE -
ABANCOURT where everyone was greatly cheered by seeing the
1st Australian Division passing through. After passing thr ough
this village, or to be more exact, heap of bricks, the Bn.
passed along the Northern side of the great Bast West Road,
and in the neighbourhood of BAVON VILLERS crossed to the
Southern side. The Battalion rested for some Time behind & road
ranning off at right angles to the E-I Road towards HARBONNIERES.
On passing across the deep gully with BUCHANAN and other '"T00DS3
in it fairly heavy fire was encountered. Arrangements were then
made for & D.A.P. and to obtain touch with advsnced Dressing
Stations. The abandoned enemy C.C.S. on the ReWWe Road was
chosen at first but was later abandoned as it came under heavy
shell fire. Major Wells, R.M.0. 30th Bn. had his R.d.P2. 1n

thés C.C.S. and a few minutes after reconnaisance by 20th A.M.C,

Lo
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915 severely wounded by a shell - he later died from these
wounds. At 4.30 p.m. the 17th and 18th Btns. attacked in
the direction of FRAMERVILLE while the 19th and 20th Btns were
in support. Am R.A.P. for 20th Bn. had been found in & sap
near Bn., HeQ. - as soon &8 the advanee began this came in Tor
pretty heavy shelling. Several tanks were damaged during this
» attack. One disabled tank made for the R.A.P. Bo doubt attracted
by the Red Cross flag and thus drew a good deal of enemy fire
on to the R.A.2. The erew of this tank had severe burns and were
more or less severely shocked. Only & few cases were treated in
the B.A.P. this afternoon. When things had quietened down a bit
the ground forward of the R.i.P. was gearched for wounded but none
were found. The night was spent by the a.M.C. detaehment in the
large quarry nearby and a good nights rest was ohtained. The
contents of the Maltese!. Cart wepe dumped and the horse and driver
proceeded to Bn. Transport Lines leaving the Cart in the quarry.
During this period and the subsequent period the Ambd3a nce Bearers
were fed from the Company Cookers of the Battalion and the men

owe much to Capt. Kenp M4.C., the ouartermaster of the Z0th Bin.
in this respect.

_ Just after sunrise on the morning of the 10lh August

an RJ.A.P. was formed for a few hours in a 38p just Bast of the
PROVART - HARBONNIERES road near Bn. Headquarters. Ilater
during the day & fine dugoul was converted into R.A.P. On
the Cross 2oads between E-W Road and PROVART- HARBONNNIERES
noad. The roof of this was covered with a layer of iron
girders quite 18 inches thick with iwoéd and earth covering.
Inside were beds, tables, and other conveniences. Just on
the other side of the road Capt. Whish R.M.C. 18th Btn. had
his R.4i.P. - the ambulance cars drove right up to these twin
RiA.P'"s.

- During the morning two mobtor lorreys drove up the E-W Road
and turned off along the PROVART Road. They did not go far along
this latter before they came under heavy l.G. Fire from PROVART -
both drivers werc killed - they were Canadians. This will show
the great doubt about the exact position of the enemy that existed
at this period. During the afternoon the enemy shelled the cross
roads with heavy guns but did no damage althousgh the R.A.P. dug-
oult sustained a direct hitv.

Just before nightfall news that the 20th 3Bn. was to attack
next morning was received so Ulnhe R.,A P, had to be shifted forward.
A site was chosen in & dugout in the Pioneer and Tngineer Dump
st LA FPLAQUE and & move effected just after nightfall. During
the night casualties were dealtl with from the 10th Brigede
(3rd Austm.Divn). who were making an eneircling movement to
PROVART alons the BE-V road. ZRarli nexv morning the 20th Btin.
sttacked under cover of a heavy mist - not many casualties came
from this attack. The Regimental Bearers had to travel across
an open space between tThe 20 Road and FRAMERVILLE under direet
enemy observation. They state that while working under the
White Flag they were never deliberately fired upon. During this
morning 4 of the Regimental Bearers were resting for a few minutes
near the R.AP. in a round hole where there had at one time been a
bell tent. 4 402 shell landed in this hole with them &nd wounded
very slightly & of them while the other 2 were not touched. All
£ ur however were more or less gassed by Blue Gross (sneezing gas)
and entering the R.A.P. almost immediately after the explosion
gassed the oecupznts causing oxtreme sneezins etc. and vomiting in
one case. It was noted that The enemy about this time was using
Blue Cross in nearly all his shells (HeE.)

On the afternoon of the 18th Capt. Beare was relieved by Capt.
Ruteman who had returned from English leave. .

lo praise would be too high to bestow en the Regimental Bearers
.- during this period, Pfheir work was hard and dangerous but in spite

of caspyalties they carried on anflinechingly. The work done, by Ptee.
"HAPPY gsutton calls for special mention,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1005372



L w- Ew--:_fl-l . - ' » = - X > 3 = i‘ } % ;- F iI- ._Il_ -

" war Diary of Re Mo Os SOthe Australian Infantry Battalion.
- R

7 . | auauéw 1918, ke

: The period Auguat was spent in the linﬂ at HEHT ReAoPe at
62 D (SE) p 19 Xde6.7e+ There was nothing of sual occur=
ence. At thﬂ end of this period the baitalion m back tﬂ
the village of BLANGY-TRONVILLE where it was billeted in
houses. At this perlod the epldemic of Diarrhoea htd almnat
died down only an 1501&taﬂ case reporting with this complaint
on sick parades On the night of 6th.Aug. 2 party of 1 N.C.0.
and 12 bearera joined the battslion for duty from the 5th.
AustePlde Ambe The duties sllotted to these men was as rﬂllahﬂ:-
(a) To aet as lialson bestween the R.A.Pes and the
~ nearest Tield Ambulance.Posts
(b) To collect gagses in the immediate neighbourhood
of ReAsPs
(e) To carry cases frum R.4.Ps t0 nearest ambulance
' poste. .
The men were rationed from the ambulance,but were' by the
courtesy of the 0,M.20th.Battn.they were given any hot meals
that the battalion men had brought to them on the cookers.
A while after the arrival of these men,the A.A.M.C.detalls -
and attached men moved off with all gear on maltese cart to
AUBIGNY system,where the night was spent on the banks of tha
SOMME. ©On the evening of the 7th.Aug.,the A.A.M.C.party 2
moved up in detachments to the battalion R.A.P. at 62D (se)
P 20 D 93. *The maltese cart again conveyed material to within
a 1000 yvards of the RsA+P.but unfortunately came under pretiy
severe evening shell fire. The Battn.R.A.P.was merely a small
dugout off a sap and was used as a store only - the personnel
slept in funk holes in the neighbouring Baps. AL 4.30 a+me &l
on the 8theAug.the barrage opened «nd almost at the same time
'a tank passed over the Re.A.P.crushing it in and destroying
a pood deal of material in the ways of splints,etcss
No cases came in until 5 a«mewhen the material was removed e
a depression about 50 yards from R.A.P. where all dressings )
where done from that time ons During the morming about 11 4
aeme the flow of casualtles were steady consisting of men from
2nde.3rde.4thy,5the AustsDivisions and miscellaneous Imperial a
inits and latar on enemy prisoner wounded passed through in |
much larger numbers than our owne. Enemy prisoners were used
in large numbers in carrylng wounded, both from front line
' to HeAeP. and from Ri.P.to Advanced Ambulance Post. During
the afternoon in conformation with the movements of Battnes
the R.AsP.was moved to Bugout in nelghbourhcod of Pe22.Central

]
— . =

g

Larly next morning,detachment with Maltese Cart marched with
Battn. which was in Artillery Formation along AMIENS<PERONNE
ROAD to open fleld in vieinlity of Q.34.central,thence cart
was taken to chalk pit in gully in Q.35.central. Immediately
on arrival the routes of evacuation to .mbulance wewe invest-
igated and post at WeS.c.3.5. was chosen lnastead of that at
Ne20:CeBeDe as the route to this post was being shelled at

this period, On the completion of this arrangement a Battne
ReA+sPowas established in open sap at 0.35+C«P42« As the Batine.w
was in support no 20th.Battn.casualties were dealt with but
only men from miscellaneous units there-abouts. Ferhaps the
most interesting cases were the crew of a tank who were suf-
fering from burns as the result of direct hit on tank from o
enemy shell. At 5 a.me.on Aug.lOth.the detachment,less cart,
moved to strong dug out at cross road at 3.25.5.1.5. where
ReAePeremained t1ill 9.30 pems when it moved to R.25sde5e4de
Here the RAA.P. PEMalfisda tIll /8/1918. During this latter
period a good number of casualties both from Eﬁﬁh.ﬂattn. and ;
various 3 .ﬁuﬂt.Div.Units who had apparently great dirficulty
in locating theirR.A.P's. %Yhile this there was a big percent-
age of bearers (Hegimental) wounded and killed as the carry
was in full abaarvation of the enemy who swept the flat rieldn
to be traversed with burst of mechine gun fire. Regimental
stretcher bearers worked under the white flag and were all

emphatic on the point that the enemy did not daliberutﬂly_.$
snipe them.

.

Lr NN
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The work of. the R#§1mnh$a1 ‘Gtreteher Bparars~ this re- ';_
gion is beyond pralse for they had many wound oﬂh.ﬁﬁr

ovn and enemy Lo earry in undBl ané1) e.ﬁ%nrmm fire.

Thilst at this R.A.P.Ambulance bearers carried to
loading post at R.25.c¢1e5/ The |
30 close to ReA.P.ensured a rapid and effieient evacuation
of wounded. On the 12th. and from thence onwards to the .
17thethe battalion was behindFRAMERVILLE in port lines
The ReA.P. was situated in a ﬁﬂg#ﬂut at Eqp edg; of a lange
enemy dump and appeared to be enemy constructions

lext ddy we moved back away from the dump as it wti%ﬁhﬂll&d
to a position which was nearer the battulion and more ceén=
tral. There were a few casualties only, weather fine and
garme ‘The men had hot meals which were cooked some dist-
ance back in a2 ravine and carried forward.Our water supply
was drawn from a source further back and brought forward
in water carts to barrels. A reconnalssance of the 24th.
Battn. ReA.P.was mades On the night of the 17th.the battn.
marched to BAYONVILLERS, where they embussed and were taken
to Foullloy. Here,we stayed .for nine days. Very dusty,hot, |
weather prevalled,whibch made the canal waters very in -ting
to the men and offlicers.

Theme was very little sickness of any kind,sick parudea

were smalle A swimming carnival was hald and all thee

men were very fit. Savornl route marches took place which
served to keep the men's feet fairly hard. Hot baths

were made use of fresely and fresh changes of clothing re-
ceived and tunics and trousers run through a delousing
chamber. Inocul:tion return for the battalion was com-
pleted up to I00%. ‘''here was a large amount of refuse

in the village which had to be cleared up. Late in the
evening of the 26th.the battalion agaln embussed and left
FOUILLOY proceeding to the east side of WARFUSEE for some
‘distance where we gebussed and marched to trenches behind
PROYART. The maltese cart accompanied us with the advan=
ced transport. OSick perade was held under the maltese
cart cover which formed a temt., OShortly after lunch the
battalion moved off to a position in front of CHUIGNOLLES,
passing through a little shell fire from heavy shells on
the way. There were no casualtles. = L
In our new position we formed the RiAsPeln no Ehnd which
had quite racantly been a German Dressing station but had
been evacuated on aueuunt of our 6ith.Bgde.capturing it.

¢t that the cars

-

There were some Gepman dressings still left, hundlua of '%
- cellulose and bandages,which seemed to be made out of »
window eurtains or some open work materials The R.A.P. .ﬁ

was in a sunken road,vhich was littered with hurriedly
cast away German matarial. f
some water from a well which was thﬁught to possibly con- ﬁ
tain some poisons was tested and found io be quite alrighte. .
The pesitlon of the Field Ambulance was ascertalned. Some - |
shelling of the wood and trenches where the men were plnﬁad
occurred but we were lucky and had none.

Hext mornins the 28th.I visited the Field Amb. and found o
out theilr probable movements. They were in a chateau in
CHUIGNOLLES., After lunch we moved again marching a short |
distance to yust south of CAPPY where we were placed ms b
QUARRY in G.26.cC There were no shelters but plenty
of material to make them,surrounding uss The men soon had |
bivvies made for thamaul?as. Phe R. iePewas made out of
a spare tarpaulin which was on the maltese cart and some .
malthoid roofing material for the sides. FKNext morning . |
the 18th.Battm. were to attack through the 6th.Bgdes with fﬁ
the 20the.Battn. in close support. Revellle about 330« =
A hurried breakfast and we moved off to keep up with the 79
18th. who were meeting with little opposition., Whilst in
front of PROYART I had three squads of the S5th.Field Ambe
Bearers attached to mé and after that I obtained a wheeled
stretcher. The maltese cart was left behing and 5.30 a.ms
of the 29th.found us moving forward at the rearof the battne
with our line equipment carried partlyby my details and
partly on the wheeled stretcher. -

o
. ' ' -
. - pr:
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% jeh squad of bearers carried two stretchers

Ve marched as far as BRISE,where we had a spell f«
Then ithe companies moved forward to get into %c '
v ~ Batine The R-A'P-mmd on Mﬂ o 84S HQ-Q-
. A few dressings were dore here but thers we:
through worth mentioning,though ‘this wag |
advanced over that morming. ¥hilst in th
emerged from the village of FEULLL .
Red Cross Flag we had flying. They were senti
H.Q.escorted by the chiropodist on horseback. | bout
hour here we went along the road to some dugouts and esti
the R.A.P. there in H,15,8.2.3, at a cross road whieh after |
became the Motor Loading Post. Here I got into g¢ommunieation
with the Field Ambulance through Capt.Park who arrived in a
Ford care. A few cases arrived here though there more wounded ,
germans than our men. V¥e stayed here all day and towards dusk
went forward to a position about four of filve hunéred yards
behind the companies to be close at hand for an attack, the
next morning in which an attempt was to be made to eross the
river, This was an excellent R.A.P. and was situvated at H.18.
8.3.2. No casualties during the night and the attack was post-
poned owing to a bridge being blown ups One of our stretcher=-
bearers (Regt) came through in the early morning. About € asime.
we packed up again and marched back to behind FREUILLERES? along
the canal where the men had 2 hot breakfast and a short reste.
At I0.30 s.me the battalion moved off,crossed the SONME at |
FEUILLERES to the north bank.(here our wheeled stretcher punctured
L and had to be dumped)s The companies opened out into extended
order and moved along the bank of the river,then spreading up
north a 1ittle and pushing through the Srd.division. A
Wounded were to be ewacuatéd through CLERY-sur-SOMME. The HeAs P.
#as established at H.II.a.5.7. Very few ecasualties came through
here. In the evening some wounded Germans came through us.
The prisoners were utillized for carrying back stretcher cases and
did numerous trips. | _ |
Next morning the 3lst. the battalion attacked at 5 a.me The
_ R.AsPs was moved forward at 6 a.me to a position on a ridge to
the left of the 17th.Batt.Rs A+ Pe at about T leCodeDe ; |
Few cases came through here so we moved down to just in front
of Pattn.fd.Q. at HelZeDs9e 00 "hilst getting to the first spot
there was a pood deal of shelling and two of the ambulance
bearers were hit,both fairly lightly. The emrry for our bearers
after we bhecame established at HelZ2ebe9s0. was bacs about 600 &
yards to a Ford Car, Later #n in the day the cars Bnd horses
Ambulance came up in numbers to where we were and formed the
motor loading post, Large numbers of casualtles came through
during the day from the three divisions,3rd. ,5th.,and 2nde, .
@erman prisoners were utilized to the utmost for getting %
stretchers cases away and often relleved a congestion. Supplles
came up from the Fld.Amb. fairly well. At midnight the cases
ceased until 6 s.me the next morning the lst.Septembers s A

Sgde C.D.Bateman Captle
ReM.0. 20theAust.Inf. Battn. 3
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