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C.0's REPORT FOR MONTH OF DECENBER

;  Prom the lst to the 17th of the monith the UnTe rome
;.ﬁﬂ.} "hw***:t, the Derlod great atiention was paid to |
. t Gla"‘EEE wopre f"‘?i‘].led anel r;n‘t. well wder way,; great t.arest.
being talen by the troops in all clagpes, and a good attendence
maeintalned. ‘Fm.i*_;ﬂ.rf conslsted of 1 hrm:' perade in the morning, and
g two~hour's routc march twice a wellts Recreatiomal training such as
football, hoclkey, etc._ played severy e fternoon. faturally the troops
wore all in fédep copdition. T :

On the 1%7th inst, the march t0 the RUIINE was resumeds . The
degtination 7 nr- thet day was AVESHNEILES. Heavy rain fell t.hrnughm.rb
the march. Bettelion arrived gt destination at 1330, Foot Iinspece
tion was carried out Immediately on arrival at Billetss There were
no cases of bad feet throughout the Unit. |

The marcr wag resumed on the l8th inct., the destination
being STVRY. Eain fell throughout the march and cold winds blew _ f
continuouslys Degtination was reached at 1445, Contfertable, although
scattered, billets were arrange, =md hot cocca and milk was issued to

the troops at 2006. L foot inspeet on weas carrisd out as on the ‘
srevious day, but no cases of bad feet were revorted. ._

On the 19th inst. the march was resumed to I0LIE 8T. GERY,
Rain again fell while the troeps were on the marecli, and the weather was
bltterly ccld. Destination reached at 1130, Billsts very comfertable.

Hot coffee lasuned at 2000, Cne case of bad feet reported, and arranges-
ments madefor him te travel on G.S5. Vagegon the next day.

The' destinstion for the 20th inst. wag DAUSS0IS. The
.  Battellon marched well and arrived there at 1245. Two cases of bad

feet discovered in the Uhite Throughout the four .cla_ya’ merch only

one man fell out, and he was brought on motor ambulances Thr troops
were In fine =pirlts throughout. The billets in DAUSE0IS were most
ungatigfactory, and in seversl places the billete were filthy. Foot
snd mouth digease and almo influenza were ratrer prevalent in the
villeges ., The R.E,O, Irmedlately condenned the village as a billett
area, snd a re: :m to this effect was forward to the 5th A. I. Brigade.

"he Rattalion remained at DAUSSOIS until the 23rd inst. Nueh
time was put in in cleaning billets; streets, etec.

The Unit moved Ifrom DAUSS0IS to PRY and CHASTRES on the 23rd
inst., and arrived at destinstlon at 1130« THalin fell th-oughout the
merch. Rattallion Headouarters and 3 Companies billetted in FRY
and 1 Compeny 1in CHAETRESs The billets were found to be very
comfortable. The civillens appeared to be delighted to have
Australien troops billeted with them, and expressed wonderment at
the Australianc béing all volunteers.

The 24th December was spent in cleaning un snerally, and
in the re-organlsation of billetas On Christmas mcrning the Pand
rendered a prooremme in the villapge square, snd was neartlly applauded
by the eivil ponulace, who apprecisted the musia bighl;r. Chriatma.a
Dinner for tlhie troops consistea of imast Deef and Potatoes,
cabbage, md pudding, in isgue of =bottle of beer per man was madee
Ghrist.mqﬂ parcelg from the 20th Battellon Conforts Ffund, were issued
at the rate of one per man. The troops spent o quiet o 't very
enjoyable Chriﬂtmas.

Bux:infr Day was proclailed a holiday. The Band werdered
an enjoyable prngrma in the morning, snd fnntvall match wes played
in the afternoon.

" On the 27th December, a route march was carried out in .the
mornings The Fducatlonal classes were re-organigsed and comnenced in
the afternoon.  The remainder of the month was spent in parades of
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k‘-. -; REPORT BY COLL ANDING OFFICER HOVEMBSER X{XR 1218,

:

. -Frem t e lst to the 2lst Fovember 1916 the Battalion continued in
‘ﬂ $ rest ot VICHACOURT, Everything possible was deme for tie comfort of
i the men, such as Mess Rooms, Reading rooms and indoor gemes. During

tre fine weathor, Pootball snd Yeockey played tre chiel part.

1-

fi\ Throughout the month the Battalica hield two Sports meetlings
I @l the Brigade one. All events were keonly con ztud.n:* fine sport
was the result of each meeting. At the Drigece Spurtﬂ, the 20th
Battaliion easily won the Brigod- Shleld.

The spirit and heelth of tlie Troops was remsriaples,

, on the 21lst November, the Battsllon entrained at VICGHACOURT
* for the forward area, detraining at ENRTRY on the following moraing.
'1\ | T™he Batta_.imthﬂmmheﬁ to DOFAIN, Bitlerly cold on tilie march but
¥ tre Troobvs were in excellent spiriis and conplete 1 the merch in good
| cordition. Billets in BOHATH were most comfortable. Several Concert pe

partice were performing in the Town and this added yvery much to the
amusenent of the memis’ |

Biscuits, Hot Cocoa and Milk wasg gerwed out each night at
about 2000. This was highly appreciated.

On the 2Btk the Battallon she-sabdaiien noved by Marelh route
to MAZTNGHINN, On the following day the msrch was resued %0
BEAUREPATIE ., lien merched very well and were in fihe spirits, whistling
and singing all the Weye Billlets very comfiortable. Chlef Training
being r‘m*ﬁiﬂ 1 Trainine, Close ordsr~ drill of a morning, aad out door
sports during the alternoons.

Hot Cocoa and Hilk wag gerved out each nlght at 2000. Health
and spirite throughout the whole month was most remarieble.

IIII'liI -i--“iiifé&----ﬂﬂjﬂ!‘; !
T/Camendi-e 20th Battalion. AI.P, |
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

20th BATTALION, A.I.F. CUNALAANA o &
WAR DIARY, February, 1919.

C.0's REPORT,

The month of Te was characterised ood
1. the three essentlals, Demobllisation, Eduaatinnbyang mprngmntixﬂ

Intertailmment. Although cold and snowing duri the first few days
the weather filned up considerably towards the 12%1;31- end, and in b
consequence the troops made full uwse of their freedom. leave has
been liberal, and the rations good.

| On the 2nd Februery, while the Battalion was at PRY, the
third draft comprising 2 Officers and 34 Other Ranks, left for
Ingland en route to Australia. lembers of the Unit have also been
sent to France and England for Educatlion and non-military employment
80 that the strength of the Unit has been greatly reduced. j

The Education classes are in full swing, and everything
possible 1s belng done to inerease the kmowledge of every individuel
while he 18 awalting a Draft for Australia. The various classes
are belng well attended, and regular tours to various Belgian factories
are greatly appreclated by the Troops., Many instruetive lectures
have’ been delivered, including subjects such as "Towm-Planning'

The Battle of Waterloo", "Co=-operation" and "™emobillisation'.

Entertainmment during the month has taken the form of
reguler Dances, to which Belglen civilians are invited, and cinems
Shows . Football matches have been arranged perlodically, many
keen contests being the result, '

On the 6th of February thé Battallon moved from their billets
g;a;? tg t.l;;i vnl;ge of MOHTIELIEIESnles-TIILEUL, which i1s closer to
ero muach more convenient a-blllete are ve clean
and ﬂomf'mttable. ; ) i i
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ey 20th BATTALION, A.I.F.

1919,

C.0's REPORT ON ™

The month has been one in which cougite b e
has been made in the demobililisation of the trmap;"ggn 1 .‘-nﬂing
educatlional operations. The shipping and industriswtose tions in
England heving been overcome to a larpge extent, the men are naturally
elated at the prospect of an early return, as they have been practically
asgsured that regular drafts will lesve the Unit for Australia via |
England. The weather has lmproved consliderably, and with recreation

properly orgenised in theform of bileweekly dances and football matche
the Battalion is a havpy Bend. | RS

-

| Owing to the gradually diminishing strength of the Units,
severel changes in administration have taken place. On the 8th
inst. the remalning members of the 5th A,L,T.M.Battery were attached
o the 20th Battallon, and on the 14th inst, the 17th, 18th, and 20th
Battaliongs were amalgeamated and each Unit formed into a C ompany
of what 1s now known as the 5th Brigade Battalion under the Command
of lLieut-Colonel F.W.D.FOREBES,D.S5.0. (C.0., 20th Bn)

During the month tha.Auatralian.BurialuLDataﬁhmﬁnt

was formed, and the 5th Brigade Battalion quota of 1 0Officer and 4

gitgthsr Egnkﬂ marched out to take up thelr new duties on the -
Yarche |

Lectures on various subjects have filled in many inte 1
hours, and have been largely attended. The following raﬁ;asantrﬂﬂt .

some of the subjeects dealt with:= "A Trip Through Occupied

Territory" (Lieut-Col.F.W.D.Forbes,D.5.0); "The New Republie = The

Czeeks-Slovaks" (Chaplain Hunter-Boyd of Canada); "The Work of the

Repatriation Dept in Australia" and "Land Settlement in N .S .

(J.S.Cormagk, Esq., 7.5.7V.); "Panama Canal" (Sapper Hall);

Australia's New Hesponsiblities in the Pacifie" (Major Burton) and
=/ Glimpses of Australian Life" (Misg Baxter of Y.M.C.A.)

7 Officers and 102 Other Ranks of the 20th Battalion
marched out with Quota No.23 for Australia on the 30th inst., and

a large number of Offlcers and Other Ranks have been des
England for Educational and Agricultural Courses. ‘ RSN S0
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-tl-nn---ii--iii--------LiEUt-Cﬂlﬂnﬂ].'
Commanding 20th Battalion, A.I,F,
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