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’ BATTATION ORDER Xo. 1
| " mattalio

La

2a

With the opect of preventing the enemy drawing
f ont, offensive operations are t0 be carried o©

the 1lth COrps, and 2nd Anzac under the command
11lth Corps,.

The Brigade will move into position as follows

31lst and 32nd Battalions = each 1 Company 1

in the front line,

‘One platoon from each of the above Companie

line,

Remainder of the 3lst & 32nd Battaelions in

Jde The frontal allotted for above battalions is (1=

dend Battalion « from IWXR 10.2.9.%.1 inclu

y No. (O
A ppeniis A
n Head Quarters XEX
g'i Elﬁ:'? ;éﬁcli.

troops from thelr

Wi Thee .. b & i
R S o erf:f Ihhif‘{y s Cop APPE@ID_XA. 6.

ut by troops of

of Tthe G.0.C.

=
ess a platoon,
8 in the 70 yards

the 300 yards line,

sive to

10.CeBete 65 exc lusive,

3let Battalion « from N 10.CeBetebe%e inclu
N 10, 0-'&- 6 exclusive

4, The Blat-&_ﬁznd.zaxtalinna will be tha—asaaulti

5, OBJECTIVES. 318t Battalion from N.l0eCeBst 3ot

Ce

7

1 Co,

10

I«T-lﬂ-ﬂ.'ﬁ'. ﬂ s

The method of attack willl bes=

Bach Battalicn of the Assaulting Battallons

two Companiles in the first and second waves, and
in the 3rd & 4 th waves.

Companies distributed in depth, that is, two

front and two platoons of te same Campany in rea
diagram on next page

DIRECTICIY OF IENEIY

- —--l'lh ————— - .- 500 to ?OG Mdﬂ - -
<~ Platoons 2 Platoons 2 Platoons (2 Platoocn
T v e e plll b T X b T, i ST
1 <

1l Co 1l Co 1 Co
" ] " "
P e X (Hmmmmnm e X Vrmmmmmm e (e —————

Same for "5 rd and 4 th Waves,

A little bvefore bombardment of enemy parapet fi
(remember it will 1ift to support trenches and

parapet several times) first and second waves
parapet and take up position in "No Mans Land"
possible to the enemy wire with an interval be

One wave to be. through eneny wire before ne
it, unless the wave in front breaks.

Duri each of the "Lifts" to barrage lines be
6.31 (vicde Appendix "A ¥) the Infantiyw;?fﬁggh

v g over the parapet,, 0fflicers
Bﬁga%g%raggygﬁgat orders, i?l order to induce
man his parapets., At the end of each of these
Artillery will shorten range on the enemy's fr
and continues the intense bombardment of the I
lines.

During the last phase of the intense bonbardme
of the first two waves willl® deployed in "No

sive to

L]

ng Battalions,.

"inclusive to
& exclusive,

will have
two Compnaies

platoons in
T as per

s (18t Wave
X (Xemmneenw
1
Bn
-x( 2nd Wave)

nally 1ifts

return to

will cross the
a8 near as
tween csections,

wt wave reaches

tween 4,280 and

trenches will .,

LIl DLOW et Aacaked
the eneny 10
"Tifts? the

ont parapet

ront and support

nt the Infantry
Yan's Land®

28 near as possible to the enemy's trenchesy 0-pposite their

sectiong of attack, snd will assault at 7.00
Katillery "Lift" to barrege lines. '
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12

13
14

10.

16,

17

18
19
20

21
22
23

24
<0

26

(2)

::ifade Commanders will fix the time for their
to leave the front trenchg | accor

distance from the enemy's lines. The deploym
ﬂWﬂplEtEd before 7100.

The assaulting Infantry will notify their fro
in the enemy&s trenches to aeroplanes of the R
Corps Yy mends o0f flashing mirrors and flares
(1 hour after assault) and 9,00 (2 hours after
at inftervals of one hour subsequently during d
found sheets will zlso be issued accordins to
instructions issued.

Bvery work in the enemy first line systen is
Bk but no troops are on any account whatever %
that line. See that cemminication trenches le
first line are not mistaken for parts of the T

DRESS, »

Bro time will be issued later.
All Officers must check watches frequently fro
Time can be obtained from Brigade Signal 0ffioc

Marching Qrder = no packs,

Battalion Commanders will detall special parti
construct covered communications back Irom cap
which must be done as soon as possible,

Battalions to-night WUST report apsolutely acce
condition of the enem;'s wire, exact locality

Patrols nmust go to the wire. Must report both
and what of i1t has been cut:

All information must be sent 1o Brigade He
immediately.

FBach man will carry 150 rounds amuaunition
renades, and 2 Sahdbags. Every third man wil
and shovel alternatlvely,

Punp for drinking water is situated in th
between = N 10. 22, 2nd N 10. 3.10.

BAttalions will detall parties to clear wire.
Special parties will be told off to consolidat

Mchine & Lewis Guns will be pushed up after th
£0 hold the line captured.

lens?! packs are useful to carry Magazines for
6 will it in a pack.

Bach Battalion will detall 6 runners for sendl
information t0 Brigade Head Quarters,

APPENDIX p  °

first wave
ding to their
ent must be

nt positions
oyal PFlying
at 8.00
assault) and
special

to be taken,

0 £0 bheyond
ading back from
irst line.

m now 0On.
el

ege X toO
tured trenches

urately the
to be given.
what there is

adquariers

y 2 Mills
1l carry plck

e front trench

e trenches. taken

e 4 th wave

Lewlis Guns

ng back

Working parts for Lewis Guns should be covered until required

for use.

Bvery man must know his own particular job.

Lewls Gununers and Machine Gunners should fire
after the German Trenches have been captured.

short bursts

Reserve Machine Guns and reserve Stokes Guns w ill be at

CELLAR FARM post,
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PR APPENDIX A  °©
) 27 © Leadinz Two Pattalions will carry filled water bottles,-and

One day's Irdn ration,
REMAINDER. Filled water bottles, two 4 ays'! iron rations.

28 Packs., Packs will not be carried. They will be stored in
Battalion dumps under Brigade arrangemen ts,
; 29 Advanue& Dressing Stations with stretch er narties
’ ke established at is= ? Pt p
G|55-di-7-3.
\ H.20,4.1,.1
H-El;ﬂ.l-g
) Wakleing cases will be directed o
III hi ﬂis.’ﬂ.ﬁ.g -
wnicn will be a main dressing Station, A lain S |
£ Station will alsd be at - —
HIBHGIOIE
All casualties are t0 be relieved of a mmunition or bombs,
30 Staff O0fficers, Cyclist Orderlies, or D espatch ders may
| all roads a.nd'in any direotion. ’ 2 O at
’ 31 Prisoners of War will be sent under esc ort to
F Collecting Stations at:= ik il
¢29.4.7.8 |
H1211314-5l

from whence they will be evacuated to P oint
S Gelbeb.5.9

under arrangements to be made by the A. P,

ﬂﬁ({ %]/ A j e e o

For C.0. 3 1st Battalion A.I.F.
Issued at
& Copy NWo. 1
2
4
| o
% 8
) 7
8
g
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APPENDIX /. 0

APPENDIX VA%

|  Pprogramie for 17th July 1916 on £ ront of altack

[

FROL  TO

/e 000 0.30 Rezistration by Divisional A rtilleries and Trench

Mortars.

0. 20 2.00 Rezistration and bombardment by Heawy Artillery
| (9.2" Howitzers and upwards)

Reglistration only by 6" howitzers will be included
in this period.

4,00 17.00
S.00 7.00
% - 7- 00
g
1 g -

2,00  4.00

Wire cutting by 18 pdrs.

wire cutting by 18 pdrs, co ntinued

Wire cutiing by Trench Mort ar batteries,
Bombardnent by 18 pdrs, 4.5 " Howltzers and
6" Howitzers,

Heavy Artiliery (9.2" How., and upwards)
S1low Bombardment,

ARTILTERY LIFT TO BARRAGE L INES

During the bpmbardment there will be PTifte" to
Barraze Lines for the ;‘ollawing per iﬂl‘lﬂ‘::-

_—

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

From 4.25 ti11 4,29

From 5.04 +i11 ©5.09
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g R g e e APPENDICE

ie The operaiions detai :
No. ctailed in 5¢h Australien Di
0 5?,'!111 be carried out as thrlil detailed nalT;::nggiyfrdar

2, Zero time will not be earlier then 11 ol

S On the 18th Ju :
: -“. . lgr:::: will be a bogmbardment of ihe

Heavy Artille h
on the front of !#t:zirxll carry out slow registratiof and bombardmen

s N g = Tl

44 Orders for any necessar
| | Sary moves will be 1 i
Preparations for the attack will be pushed ahu::uzi i:fi::r;égiz:;ua:

and Uivisionsl A-till CuRi.
plans slready madee 8rY, Lellale and 'Hm_ Company accordiing to ihe .

M o, _dgd '

Gen. Btaff, 5th Aust.Division

R - - - -

Commanding Officer,
<9th Battalion

{ 50th ol
51st ® -
52ad ” F

Machine Gun Company
- bteTrench Mortar Battery.

Forwarded a

ni:k,j O o

18/7/16 Brige e
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o -WARDIARY - APPENDIXCAppend )
\° | T e
21st July 1916 j
b FROM Lt.Coles FoW,Toll, €C.0. 31lst Battalion
!

TO (Ge0Co 8th Infmm Mig“.l

Sir
'hr your information and necessary action I beg

to report on the action of the 19th & 20th instant to-
gether with the prtliﬂmy operations etc,.
On the 15th instant at 12 midnight the Battalion
love f rom moved from Bois Grenier line of defences, ref, map FRANCE

Bois G renier
line a 8 Sheet 36 N.,W. scale 1/20,000 Bois Grenier Line H 29 B22

i to I 19 CH2 reserves being relieved by New Zealand Troops,
The Battalion arrived at billets in Flemrbaix early on .
Sunday morning the 16th instant, and rested furmt daye. - {
Prior to this our Intelligence Officer, Lieut., G.S5%till,
with Corporal Day and 4 other observers also ILieut.Wilson
of "C" Company with 1 N.CeO & 4 men to assist in gaﬁing
information whre in first line of our defences and received ,':
losses by enemy shelis, Corporal Day mg l'rhn.f._- Luxmore |
being wounded., ILieut, 8till and his party did excellent
work and I wish to bring to your special notice Corporal
Paye This N.C.0 has on several occasions shewn merit of
high order as a scout, and lately as an assistant to my : 5 |
Intelligence Officer, ‘The men of this party alse deserve
praise for their untiring efforts and constant wvigilance
throughout the period 6th to 19th July.

Ocoup ation On Sunday night 16th instant one Company "D" less one
of ou r front platoon took over the right section of Brigade Area

%:?:i - of front line defences, as per marginal note, .
3s.T runeh One Platoon of "D" Company and 3 Companies with
ﬂ.oﬁugm‘ > Battalion Head Quarters in reserve on 300 yard line, <
ﬁg g 2: %o This line (reserve) was constantly shelled by enemy's
g:giﬂ g‘t'“ guns causing casualties as per appendid 1list, On the
FL0A 76 17th instant two Companies "A" & "C% were taken from

reserve line and billeted in Fleurbaix owing to con=
gested state of reserve line. "B" Company remaining A

in support to "D" Company. on Tuesday 18th I
changed the front line Company "D* with "B®, "D" going

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1005459



& o APPENDIXC. 17
: into billets, and "C" Company taking position in _

support line,
Orders for Oon the 15th July received verbal instructions
Offensive v
Operation, re contemplated operations as cutlined in :!attglion

Order Wo. 1 "Appendix A", Brigade Order No, 23 dated
16,7.1916, and continuation order No., 23 "Appendix B
See also Brigade Order No, 24,

- On the 18th instant the following dispnﬂitinnl‘
were made by this Battalion, |

First Vave. 2 Platoona "A" Coy
2 Platoons "C" Coy

Second Wave 2 Platoons "A" Coy
2 Platoons "C" Coy

Third Wave 2 Platoons "B" Coy .
2 Platoons "D Coy

Fourth Wave 2 Platoons "B" Coy
2 Platoons "D" Coy

"3" Company supported "A", and "D" Company supported
"C*" Company. Grenadiers were allot*ed to flanks of
leading Companies, one temm t0 each Platoon of first
and second wave, with two teams in reserve. Also

the six Lewis Guns and personnel. ' The Signallers
and Stretcher Bearers were ovrganised, the latter to
follow fourth wave, but owing to terrible losses befae
the assault was delivered the formations above were
broken, Of the 8 signallers who were organised as
runners in event of broken communications 6 were killed
or wounded before we left the support trenches and
Company signallers had to be requisitioned,

‘At 4 pems on the 19th the Battalion was reported
in position, The Battalion Head Quarters moved from
support trenches to front line at 5.30 paic At 2 minutes
to 6 o'eclock, the first wave or what was left of it
charged over our parfapets, and crossed the zone known
as Yo man's lande,  The second wave followed at 6 peme
but I found it necessary to join the third and fourth
waves and with this I moved towards the enemy's position,
On arrival we found great devastation had taken place
by our gun fire and many of the enemy were dead or dying
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APPENDIX(

14

o
\ (3)
in thelir dug outs and emplacements. It was found that

underground works contained many Germans who were at once
bombed and killed, Owing to heavy losses up to this
Juncﬁrl, particularly alongst the Officers I with my
Staff Adjutant, Lieut, Bernard, and Intelligence Officer
Lieut. 8ti1l (with 1 signaller Corporal Carew) and 1 runner
private RBddy) proceeded with remnants of Battalion, leaving
as few as possible to assist Machine & Lewis Gunners te
get established, We proceeded to find eneny's semond
line of defences, There were none in the area shewn on
map except open ditches containing water which somewhat
confused me, and I determined to advance and clear my front
for 200 yards, We found straggling enemy hiding in
underwoods about ‘dﬂﬂﬂ and ditches, many of whom we killed
and many surrendered, I then found we were under a heavy
fire from Artillery both in front and flanks, especially
my left flank, Leaving Major Bckersley (whom I found on
the right flank at this time) in command I pgave him
instructions te dig in on his right, and hold a position
on which an enemy's machine gun was found, This we
destroyed and captured another which one man carried back
to German's first lines, Duringthe night of the 19th &
20%th every effort was made to reorganise the scattered
troops, Men from all Units were placed in such positions
as were available to make a resistance in small posts, the
centre being established as my headquarters, Communi ca=
tions and reports will be detailed on another document by
my Intelligence Officer and attached hereto,

Of the General action it is almost impossible
t0 say exactly the effect, but considerable mumber of enemy
were destroyed and large quantities of bombe ete. thrown
into ditches as we could not carry away or otherwise destrox

As a first report and time not allowing for ene
larging of same I ta.‘n‘ this opportunity of bringing to your
notice for special notice and reward, the following Officers
NeCeO's and men, buit the superhuman efforts made by all
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oo APPENDIX
5 (4)
ranks makes it extremely hard to differentiate.

f wish to mention Major Hekersley (wounded) for
his assistance in holding our -advmud. line which evene
tually had to retire to within 100 yards of our Main
positions, Major Hokersley did not get back to us, being
wounded in the head but was picked up by the 54th as
reported, (This is not certain).

For special rggﬁ. I mention Ideut, Wilson G.H, of
"C*" Company who alone of his Company Officers in the advance

A
shewed great coolness and pluck and materially assisted in

holding in check the droops on my left flank,

CeBelly WelMclean deserves special recognition for
his work in the same quarter,

Jieut, Morisset, MelLemman, Aland & Sergeant Law who
held on to first line and came through unwounded deserve

mention,
Capt, Mills and Lieut MacLeod did excellent work

in their position 100 yards in front of Main line and by
their behaviour and cool judgement were enabled to dig in
and hold til) daylightes Capte. Mills is reported missing

and wounded,
I wish to mention f¢

ILieut, G, 5till who accompanied me throughout and kept
communication ag best he could both by pigeons and runnerse
Lieut. Wilson as mentioned above, Lieut. Bernard who is
reported wounded in advanced position, As Adjutant he
assisted greatly in organising the advance, Corporal
Carew, signaller, although wounded in thigh in early stages
was with Private Bddy the only remaining men of my staff,
The NeCusO's work was splendid particularly in the early
morning when men were beginning to break, He with a

revolver kept many at their post, who seeing so many
retiring on both flanks were almost in a panice
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AQF APPENDIX &

Private @ddie vho carried the pigeon hasket thmgﬂ.
s hail of shell fire and did geod work turoughiut.
I recommend he be prometzd to & Corporal as o vewasd.
Private D. 0'Qonmor who crossed and recedssed
three times (M6 mon's land) with messages behaved in
a splendid matmer, e certainly deserves promotion,
o * I als0 beg o bring to yourrnotice Bergcant
O'Sulidivan ¢ oi the 54th Battalion for recognition
of his spiendid organisation and control of nen.
jiis behaviour was worthy of special notice and 1 pass
it on for his C,90% information.
A TeOe0s 0f the 29th also deserves menbions
This HeCe0 brought over and was in charge of LwWe
platoong of the 23th and behaved Xu most SOULALEoUB1lY e
I will tyy and ascertvain lis nane latsi.
1 append my recommendations in ordey of merdt
as they appeakdd to me at present, but luriler
re¢sunendations will be made as evidence is foxihe

GLRing.
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Brigade Major,

8th Infantry Brigade A.I.F.

Continuation of Confidentsdl recommenktions.
The following AJM,C, details & stretcher Bearers
1 are brought to the favorable notice of G.,0.C. for

considerations

I strongly recommend the first named man for specid

; | distinction, His work and action came under my personal

observation, The work of all the men named was splendd
P every one went in No man's Land repeatedly and brought
| back wounded men, but the particular good work of

Pte., GeHoWilson was in tending the wounded under heavy
5 : shell fire behind our own trenches, This man undoubted)}

saved many lives by his first aid assistance to the

wounded of all units,

t . In ordexr of merit I would mention
Pte, Wilson G.He Special
Pte, Thompson W.G. | =
Pte, Forder P.
Pte, Ingram R
Pte. Fitzpatrick J. L.

CeOs 318t Battalion
A.1.F,

July 22nd 1916
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o Brigade Major

8th Infantrv Brigade,

Re my second recommendation ior recognilion of

:
b
j exceptionally good szrviece in action l¥P=20th July.
'f' ﬁlfi.ﬂhiﬂtflil'hi

X find on further enquiry that Pte., Thompson V.G,
mentioned second in the 1iet, carried outl uis outy far
yr i beyond the German defenceses This man brought in some of
[y our wounded irxom the advanged porition belind German main
e linoe This did not come 10 wy knowledge until after wmy
- rzporti was sent in, and I sitiongly recommend he be wracksted
witli Ptes Wilson H.Ge fOr special xmpaes rewvard. Thedr

work waz magnificent under exitremely heavy artillery and

T M,6, Tirz in the open, ﬂ
P %A Lt.Col

Mly 22rd 1916 CeQe 318t Battalion A.I.¥.
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Report on Operation "Assault on and attemt to

Consolidate Enemy's trenches N10 ¢ 13 to N10 ¢ 14

on the 19th & 20th July 1916",
Observation and Artillery fire will be found in sunmary of
Intelligence attached herewith., Commencing at 2,45 Pel,
first message w;.a sent to Brigade Head Quarters 1 .
"Enemy straffing from midday searching for batteries. Znemy
trench mortars on front line from N10 ¢ 06 to N10 ¢ 56 some
falling on parapet and majority on 75 yards line. From
2 p.m, enemy heavy straffed support and communication trenches
behind sector referred to above, Many casualties. Our trench
mortars not yet firing., WMany of our shells fa,ll:lné short,
Our heavy artillery has apparently destroyed some of the eneny
trench mortars. Enemy's parppet and wire beﬁrun N 10 ¢ ﬁ
and N I'C'un 64 being destroyed in many places, |

t 3.15 p.m, E‘ Very heavy straffing on both front
and :uppatx:anuhu H 10 ¢ 06 to ¥ 10 ¢ 67, JFlares and
amnunition blewn up in front dump, Telephone station carried
away by shell, Feur' signallers and two runners injured,
Colonel received several pnliets in face and legs but not
out of action., Observers report heavy damage to wire and
parapets but our shells, N0 man's land also being cut up.
Heavy bombardment now continudous on both sides, Enemy
firing rifle grenades in seotion Hetween™ine® and"gellar"
farm" avenues, coming enfilade from left flank,
At 3.59 p,m, message received BMI 1. "Report when

in position® teo which at 4.01 p.m. the reply was given

CA
4 Four waves now in position 4 Pen,

At 4,10 p.m. CA over 5, Our artillery no effect
on sector N10 o 03 to N10 ¢ 33, Our shells landing in rear
of enemy's parPets, A further progress report at 4.50 Pam,
C.A over 6, At 4.30 p.m, our shells still falling in rear of

enemy's parapets between N 10 ¢ 03 and ¥ 10 ¢ 33, Their wires

8till intact in this sector. At 4,38 wire in secodbr N 10 c 43
to ¥ 10 ¢ 75 badly damaged, also parppets. Enemy shelling
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lightly on front garmpexx line but very heavy on support <]
trenches, |
Reports were then received that our shells were dropping
on our own parapets causing casualties and at 4,56 p.m, the
request was made for our artillery to 1ift Section "AV,
This was not carried out by artillery but became worse, shells
falling behind the whole frontage held by us, very heavy
casualties eventuating and at 5,10 p.m. a very urgent wire was
sent CA over 7 "Please ask Artillery ASA to lift another 100
yards on sectors "A" "BY & "C", Shells falling behind our
parapet 5 p.m, The situation was not improved and at
9.19 p.m, CA over 8 was sent "Our artillery dropping shells
behind Sectors "A" "B" & "C" 4,560 to 5.15 p.m. Artillery
asked to LIFT over those sections, Enemy wire N10 ¢ 03 to
N10 ¢ 33 not much damaged. On left N10 ¢ 33 to N10 c X8 644
wire and parapets badly damaged very little enemy fire on
front trenches practically all on supports between "Wine"and
"Cellar farm" avenues, and NORTH of same searching for
batteries, Casualties occurring through our own shrapnel,
AT 5,45 p.m. CA over 10, "Being severely enfiladed from
left flank, Enemy wire still intact in Sector N10 ¢ 03 to
N10 ¢ 33 but parapet damaged, Most of our shells land 20
t0 30 yards in rear of their parapet, They are now shelling
our front line with scattered casualties? It will be seen
that our casualties duringthe afternoon prior to attack were
heavy and unfortunately very many must be accounted to our
- own artillery dropping short,. Just prior te launching the
attack the enemy bombardment was hellish, and it seemed as if
they knew accurately the time set. .
At 5,58 p.m, CA over 9 first and second waves across
parapet and deployed in No man's land, ready to launch attack,
CeOy leaving with 4th wave.
In face of the terrific shell fire now on the
Battalion bravely lead by its Officers sprung over the
parapets and charged across No man's land, Unfortunately

many Officers were struck down in this early stage together
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with lmior N.C.08. and in many instances were without 1y
leaders, Our wire had been well cut and there was no
difficulty in getting through. No men's land was fairly
easy Lo cross although badly cut up by large craters and
ditches full of water etce The enemy's wire entanglements
were found to be badly broken, Ho man's land was swept
mostly by enemy machine gun fire. The enemy's first line
wWas won and thoroeughly clsared, many GCermans were killed and
prisoners taken. The dugouts were thoroughly searched by
bombs, A temporary search was made for the communication
trenches by could not be found exoept in one instance, Only
sufficiént men were left behind to assist the ILewis Machine
Gunners in establishing Posts. The remalindar swept on with
the intention of capburing the second and thikd Xk trenches
in the first line system, but we went on and on but no trace
gould be found of same, It now appeared evident that the
infornation:supplied as to enemy defences and asrial photoe
graphs were incerrect and misleadings The ground was flat
covered with fairly long grass, the treanches shewn on aerial
photos were nothing but ditches full of water, along which
were straight lines of treess Ve pushed or exppocting teo
eventually reaoh the enenmy's works, At 6,30 p.m, a wire
CA over 12 was sent by pigeon "Four waves well over 200 yards
beyond enemy's parapets no eneny works found yet se am
digzing ind The men were rallied and opened oubt and instruect
t0 dig in about 2560 yards from enemy's front line. The C,0.
and Stalf went on through our own hox barrage and investigated
some 350 to 400 yards about N10 A 78 and found immediately in
front about 150 yards N10 A 75 to N10 A 934 what appeared to
be a strong and important enemy positions, It was protected
in ffont by high heavy barbed wire entanglements some five
feet high and would have heen a difficult position to sterm

and was intact from our own gun fire, All this time our men
were feeling the effect of the enemy's enfilade artillery and

machine gun fire, the latter coming from concealed positions

in farms, Belangre, and from houses in "LLes Clochers" village
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Also from our own Artillery as it was impossible to post them
as to our pesition, The men were reorganised and diposed
as well ag possible and an attempt made to0 co=ordinate their
trenches with 54th Battalion on our right. No contact with
the 32nd Battalion on our left thenmh@lng made, We had to
use our entrenching tools to dig teuporary cover exposed %o
ghell and maching gun fire from all pointe of the compass and
sand bags were very few in number, with which to build parapetis
The men were cheerful and worked willingly and it 4s impossible
to differentiate, There was a woeful scarcity of Officers and
N.C.08 but the best was done under the circumstances. The
Advance line was under the command of Major Eckersley and in
the event of them not beinz able t0o hold duringthe night the
C.0. decided to strengthen as much as possible the enemy's
first line with what material was available and made his
Htadquarﬁura there, Communication being kept up with advance
party. At 7.14 p.m. CA 13 was sent also by pigeon, No works
to hold so fell back to enemy first line., Send ammunition
across urgently. Machine Cuns and crews required. Am
strengthening parados, Will require entrenching tools picks
and shovels, sandbags, Many casualties but cannot estimate
until first count after reorganising®.

Contact was made with the 54th Battalion on our
right flank but none could be made with 32nd on our left, who
apparently had pushed the whole of their men beyond the first
line and had entrenched nearly in line with our own battalion,
but cuntact was afterwards established, Very few of our men
were available for the improvement of defencement of the |
eneny's first line and all men available 54th & 55th Battalions
and Engineers were put on to strengthen parados by transferring
bags from rear to front and throwing up dirt, using entrenching
todls and few shevels in hand, Picks, shovels and sand bags
were in urgent demand but where thousands were required hundred
only were available, Naturally to converge and strengthen
thie position took some considerable time, Promises of

assistance were given to advance dine but could not be
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fulfilled., The enemy's first trench kmidxkexm had been
thoroughly cleared of Germans and part of one underground
communication trench was located, It was a heart breaking
Job attempting to hlock the various openings in the trenches

- with the material at hand but the men performed miracles
cheerfully, All the time we were under shell and machine
gun fire and suffered heavy casualties. At 7.26 p.m., CA over
14 message was sent "Can hold enemy's first liﬁo if reinforce=-
ments are sent over urgently, Send men with picks and shovels
extra ammunition for machine guns and men",

Small parties unknown from Infantry and sappers
volunteered to go over to our own lines to bring over ammunitin
shovels and sand bags, and were successful in doing io, but
the amount brought over was inadequate. At 8,50 p.m. CA over
15 was sent, "Have been to front as far as 3560 yards in rear
of first trenches but there are no trenches or works of any
kind to consolidate merely open ditches full of water"., Part
of the Battalion are attempting to entrench but owing to
heavy casualties from shell fire on front left flank and
rear (our own) pniitinn is untenable 8,30 p.m.

Small isolated parties are digzing oniour rigzht from
apparently straightening out line. Materizl will be required
and communication opened up with our otgzinal trenches, We
have suffered severe losses and may require assistance to hold
position, Urgently require stretcher bearers, medical
agsistance as all bearers are casualties,

At B.55 pem., CA over 16 "Thick curtain of smoke in
front and cannot observe (this smoke was afterwards ascertained
came from our ammunition dumps which were on fire) strengthenig
parados of first captured enemy's line. Battalion broken up
reorganisation at present impossible. Send as many stretchers
and bearers as possible, Ammunition required alse picks
shovels sand bags and duck boards,

Message BMI 24 In response to appeals was received,

"Reinforcements tools ammunition and machine guns now going
forward."

i
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Qur advance line was informed on this and requested to hold
on and,keep digging in and obtain touch with the joining units,
Next BMI 49 received about 10 p.m.? Report urgent which
portions of attack are successful, which doubtful, and which
portions of enemy's trenches still held by enemny =0 that a
fresh bombardment can be arranged in order to gain the whole
line, Give exact boundaries for artillery guidance, The
portions captured will be held on 10. |

At 10,20 peme CA over 17 the following reply was

sent "Have captured enemy's first line opposite Brigade
Secior but doubtful as to exact location, enemy are sniping
with .68, and caunot locate, village on Tire and cannot
observe forward defences =zm badly knocked about, Consider
our troops 200 yards in front at least though in no formed
earthworks. Must have support early and no large reconnaisance
can be made. Machine & Lewis Guns holding on although being
severely shelled and are short af ammunition send urgent,
At 10,256 peme CA over 18, Uncertain as to exact area captured
have not saen 3Znde 5H4th on my right (Colonel Cass) sending
this"Have no communications except telephone to Colonel Cass,
Advance line were dr:l*r'en back from their position but entrenche
about 100 yards in Ifront of enemy's first line, Some were
under Captain Mills, ILieut Morisset, Aland, & MaclLecd were
also present with men from their respective companies,
probably some 200 men., The balance of our Battalion were
sgattered and mixed up with other unite, Iliessages were sent
to and fro to our advanced line and Officers and men urged to
hold out and assistance was promised as so0n &3 it was
forthecoming, A small party of the 29th Battalion nct more
than 2 platoons reinforced in charge of Bergeant C'Sullivan
who reported and placed himself and party under the C.0.
They were a welcome and useful addition to our small garrison
and asgisted to hold our left flank which was vsry tenuated,
but was held by CeS.l« McLean of "B" Company with a small
body of 1 Sergeant and 6 other ranks until Lieut, Wilson
and party Joinld up later, Wasrant Officer MoLean endeavoured

-l
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to obtain touch with troeps on our left flank butthere was
a hugh gap of Rundred of yards and it was apparent that the
divigion on our left had either not launhed an attack or
had been unsuccessflul, This flank was & source of anxiety
the whole of the night and it was evident that if attacked
from this direction our position would be extremeky diffioult
to holds Reports were continually sent in with remuests for
ammunition shovels picks sand bags end at 11,45 p.m. the
following message was sent CA over 19 "Only small party of
29th Battalion arrived under a Sergeants lust have relief
for first line also communication requirad.' Reinforecing
troops should bring across telephone wire to link up. Large
quantities of sand bags required for front line. |Being
heavily bombarded by enemy's guns on left flank,

It is worthy of mention that Private D. O'Gonnar'
of "8" Company willingly volunteered and took over three separate
messages across no man's land, which was continually swept by
Artililery and Machine Gun fire,

The Artillery on both sidee was extremely severe
ana our works were torn by both sides, the advance line
particularly feeling the effect of our own artillery who of
course did not know our positiens, Our machine gun fire from
our own lines in rear was alse very gruelling especially as
we had had to shift sand bags from one side to the other to
obtain protection from enemy fire, and so expose our se¥ves
in the rear, Owing to the lack of sand bags saps and large
openings in enemy's lines could not be properly blocked, am
these were a constant source of anxiety as through these the
enemy mexe would probably counterattack, All ranks worked
exceedingly hard and if our left flank had been zecure the
capiured trenches could have been held,

Sufficient ammunition had been brought across to
keep two Lewis Guns and 1 Machine Gun going but the ammunition
had to be nursed, The gunners did magnificent work and
are specially mentioned, ILieut Trounsen with 1l man of the

31st and twe from the 54th worked the Lewis CGuns, but the
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crew of the machine gun is unknown, Lieut Drayton assisted
Captain Robertson of the 64th to organise the grenadiers, but
the supply of bombs was inadequate and soon exhausted, NoO
grenadiers were available for left flank. At 2,30 a.m. an
Officer reported that the advanced right flank had been driven
back by bombers to the enemy's first line, but held there
until the general retirement, ¥From this onwards all hands
steod teo, and strengthening work had to be held over as it
was evident that the enemy intended to counterattack in force,
About 3,30 a.m. the left flank was alse driven in and from
reports and information sent in they formed part of the
s2nd Battalion., These did not held in ihe enemy's front line
but retired right across no men's land Lo our own original
positions, Our orders were to hold caplured positions and
we determined to heold on, DIy means of M.,G & Lewis Guns and
with rifle fire we held off the enemy but were under a
gruelling enfilade fire from Artillerysand Machine Guns, At
last at 0.30 a.ne the eremy attacked from both flanks sine
ultaneously and in force preccefed by sirong bombing parties,
Qur supply of grenades was exhausted 80 resisted by rifle and
machine gun Zxkx fire only. The enemy moved outside and
under protection of parades 20 were secure from our artillery,.
The retirement of both flanks had left us up in xmxx the air
| anG 1t was apparent that we would have 10 retire, AL 5.45 a.m,
the remnants of our troops broke und retired and it was
impossible to restrain them although an attempt was made teo
keep them at the point of the revolveres The C.0s was the
last man t0 leave the enemy's trench,

The enemy then swarmed in and the retirement across
ne man's land r@sembled a shambles, the enemy artillery and
mackine guns doing deadly damage., Our own lines were reached
at last, but the artillery bombardment was intense and even
under shelter of our own trenches the casualties were awful,
At 7.00 a.m. a message CA over 20 waa'sent. Held advanced

lire until daylight when flanke broke, Were then attacked

by bombers and heavy artiliery which practically blew us outs
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The {lanks breaking caused a general retirment at 5.45.a.m,
to our original front line, With small remnant of my
vattalicn apparently only three company Officers remaining
az in front line and will await further orders,

Cur lines were in a dreadful condition, wounded men
everywhere, most of whom had lain here all night, All
stretcher bearers were casualties, and under the intense
bombardment heavy casualties were ocecurring,

At 8,12 a.me CA over 21 was sent "Unless we have
heavy artillery retaliation immediately and silence enemy's
guns practically the whole of the Brigade will be wiped out,

Hundreds of stretecher hearers are reauired,

The condition of the wounded were g0 awful and assiatanc

80 urgently required that C.0. proceeded toe Brigade Head
Qiarters where the necessary arrangements were made to collect

wounded. The remainder of the Battalion were then marched

out of front line and billeted in Fleurbadx.
To swu up under the helliml concentrated enemy fire

the battalion did magnificent work 4in capturing and holding
the poeitions for so long without reinforcements and necessary

material to conseolidate captured works, and it was only on the
breaking of both flanks that it was finally forced to ret:l.ri

to its original attacking position, P

%ﬁ/ﬁ/ /‘ﬁ / t?*j/d //,”3’
P ff 24 ""*j'/ / i
r//f / J;;’I // 1/,..-~ /
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Up ©o Qelle o
the intention wae by a repular and intense bombardment to
launeh an attack on ensmy position at 6 peine

The enemy's front line dafences were Found to be well and
sirongly built, well traversed, gocd strong dug-outs,

hish parados, deesp dug-oute, with undergoound cour ac tions

to same, Iron plates with aliding Yoopholse for machine

gung and snipere wers placed at frequent intervals,

emplacsements for trench mortars were noted usually immwedia- 3
tely in rear of dug-oute, and several machine guns were captureuc
but only one to my knowledge vas dee troyed when it 2ould not )
be brought back, Mo earthworks existed in rear of wain

trench ae was believed to exist from previous ussaults, nd
aerial photographs as far ae road about V.10 a2.55. Thera

are meraly open ditehes full of wnter . Falrly long grass

lines of ftrees, and country badly holed by shellis. No

som unica tion trenches were noticed by me, but I was after-
warde informed that one underground passage hud been observed
and blocked. Farm Delange appeared to be strongly held and

we . experiencsed enfilade machine gun fire £ om this position, -
aleo from M.%e ln Les Jlochers. The main position appeurs to
b8 [4l0 2e78 t0 HelOUebo33, High denso strong wire entungle-
mebts have beon erected in front of positions which apyears
o be an exceadingly strong place. i

‘p orantly th: greatar part of enemy's trovps during |
bombardus.t withdrew by means of coverad communication |

trenchaee to strong poat NelleA 72 and to flanks of bombardaed
posltions,

“hen courter-attack wae made oy the dnemy it was
mainly from ‘lanke, with a feint of a frontal attaok,
pombing parties ran along and outeide of parados throwing

vombs, and none with waleh toc resist the position bad to
abandoned. )

The enemy a parently left mea behind in conceslment
48 our advanced and second divislons were indicated by means
of coloured flares with consecusnt naavy bombardmant,

Tho Gae Alert aund Alarm were ziven st 4.50 a.m.
ovidently from gse created from shells, none resched us, At
J pems the Gas Alarm from similar xwarterx causes but was
really dense smoke fro: our burning amsuni tion duwnpe o

%
s iy

From 9 wze.n. oud artilliery snellad mathodically,
regis toring shots. Malr Jammpge to anomy's wire und parapet
ﬁllﬂl‘ ﬁ--ﬁa tD ﬂ-l‘.}nﬂ-?ﬁ ™

From 10«30 s.me both light wnd hoavy artillery fired
but no damage on H.10e¢2.03 10 $.10.0438 . |

12 mid-day enemy replisd with shrapnel nd He e
séarching for our batteries, wnd paying particulszr at. ention
Yo our 500 yard line und comuunicatiun trench. The ranga of
vhiich the snemy had to a few yards,.

| 12 mid-day %0 2 p.me heavy strafing on both sides,
‘8 ¢id great execution on memy's wire and purapet, HelOeGe

99 10 N.10e Ge 75 but no resulte on Wire [.10.2.03 10 NelOeGe

46 where chelle apreared to be landing well in resr of
enemy'e trenches. : i

“ Pefie 10 6 pem, onomy etraffed very heavily 300
yard line, and all communication trenches. Large damage

being done snd many caevalties. Battslion amnuni tion dump
on fire, nd blew Upe « 6Veral casualtiis,.
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Cele 8lightly injfured and 7 sipgnallers wounded by one shelle
yires to urigade and froant line des troyed. ™

O peme to 6 peme. our 18 pounders, T, and Howitzore
from plow to intense bombardmsnt on enemy's wiree,parapete
and communication teenches ( afterwards shewn to be open
‘water ditches ) also on distant heavy batteries.

fhne agpemy artillery vigowously replied and did imnense
dam2ge tc our trenches and heavy casualties were caused
before our attagk was launched.

vhen LIFTS ocourred observed. ;-=

 ARTILLERY l1st Lift. 0’ pemie L0 RV pems CGreatl damsgs t0 wires and

y parapeld N 10 ¢ 9549 to § 10 ¢ 75« Practically

- no damage (o wire on ¥ 10 ¢. 09 to N 10 €.38.
shelle going over and artillery advieed to drop

end Lift 4,04 Pelte 10 €o(J pemts Great damage on left but
iit%tle on right « Inetead of dro ;ing on right
the leoft wae dro,ped and our rhellie fell or our
own parapetl in sector 53 & 2 « Urgpe .t wire to
artillery to lift.

ord Lift,. 2e29 peme U0 4.%6 pem. {helle falling on our
sootor A.8.8% 0. Further request to lift. Creat
damage to enemy's wire opposite the whole
attacking front now obsarvai,

4th Lift. O¢Z21l pems %0 Hedl p.me Cragt e to esnemy'se
wire and pacrapets. jhel!s still falling or our
sector and many casualtiee occurred.

BEnemy straf od very heavily with further casualties ani our

- second ammunition dump csught on fire . From furtner
observation the onemy's wire & parapet were found to be
groatly damaged a«nié wiilh = little ¢are there wue no
difficul ty in entering the enemy's traenches.

ine trenches muct have beeon untensble and groups of
dead were found lylng ia one poesition, many prisoners were
found in the state of abject fear in dupouts a2r the result
of the bombardment. _

NO MAN's the information previously gleansd was found to be
LAND Gorraat, und no difficulty wae exporienced in crosging |
although it had been frightfully out up by shell oraters,

BATTERIBS W@ wore heavily eufilauded by heavy artilloery fire :
LOGA TRD from left flank but it wae inpousible to locate enemy's

Batieries. [a captured tyrenches trench Mortar positions
also Winewerfer omplavemante were onserved immediately
in rear o1 parados, =nd uswallly alongside railway track
‘ailst our iatense bombardment was at ite woret the
groater part ol the onemy retired to a strong poast leaving
a minimun garrisonm wino a8 long 8 they remained in their
dugouts apreared to ve safe. . hon sounter-at soking,bombing
parties worked swiftly along and without the parados doing
gragt exagutione A faint altack was made on our fromt to
dietract our at'ention.

AIRCIART NO emamy alreralt wus usei whatever being kept down
by the fine work of our own planes. Owing %o the uncertuinty
of our position t¢ be vonsolidated it must have been an
anxious time for them to observs for the artillery, and the g
shells put into our own new entrenchments ware unavoidbale, "
a8 our supply of flaree had been doeg troysd before launching |
the attack , 80 we were unable to indicate to them our positions

|
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. Brigade Major,
8th Infantry Lrigade.

In continuation of recomendntion submitied in my raport
of ‘lat July 1916 on soetion of 19th 20th July, I wish %o
elaborate on epeeific actiens of thoee whoee names are meuntioned
at the same time wish to draw attention to fthe many who are
killed sné wounded, whose deade may nevar coma to light.

n orders of thoe: mantionad coms ;-

OF: L3ERS

N LIBUTe GoedeBTILL ¥For gallantlry In organising struacpling troope
and advancing over opan sountry in rear of saamy': poeition,
aleo for keeping up comnunications with 3rigade feaicuarters by
mozne of pigeons, a«nd latpr by runnaers, and in serman pain
bress tworke during aignt, assisting ia consolidating positions
won, ani generally devotlion to duty.

LISUTe Voo BERSAMD also showsd zreat gallantry in ra-orzanising
sgattered troope when under heavy shell 2nd M.G. Tire. Inis
Officer was wounded wnén up in sdvanced position andi is revorted
miesing,

LIRUT ReOeAlAND For soolness and gallantry in taking somuand of
the remaining men of his CJompany after both nie Japtain and

2nd in Coem 'md were wounded. ihis Officer also, :hun retiring
asris ted Lo carry & wounded man back over a fire awept ground

for nearly Y00 yarde, and lsnde’ him the German main position.

Ha acted during the night with déterminstion, and by his goul
behavioar enocurazed nis men who were more or lese Dudly uhattuot}.

LIBUTe HelBeMoLBHU AN rdvanced with grest eoolnéte and neyve over

; vhe fire swept Zone behind Cer an main poeition, His gallant
behavior struck me as dasrving the pighest praiee especially
as 2ll the fenior Compauny wfiiscrs were gssualties,

LIBUTe Lede ROUNSON ehowed great geal aatry in maintaining a
continuous surviae with Ads Levls Cune. ‘o #8tablichod himeelf on
top of anemy's pagapet and vith only ene man aspletod materially
in holding the position in Germsn trench all night. He and his
gun were llterally blown out of hig pouition,

IS0 De P. DRAYIOHW showed coclness of a high order, On arriving
on enamy varapet a German Ofiicger attemptled to throw a stisk-bomb
but Drayton shot nim with his revolver through the hesd. Ha took
the snoulder-gtrap off the tunic and banded to Brigade Major the
following worning. Lisut. Drayton aflerwarde advanced with
romnunts of his company acroess the open country - iHis company
Jomsander and second in Jommund being vounded esarly in the engage-
mente.

2/LIAUSe Gele ILGON with s few mon pluckily held an e:posed positi
under heavy chell Lirs and 4.0 fire, Hie goolness undoubtedly
wae resyoneibla for aolding on 28 loaz a8 they did. ie hie
Senlor Vffigers were all casualties, ho wzexs reagonded to tfe

" position with gallantry.

o

Nele AL MEN

GeSeiieMCLEANY 4e held with great gallantry the sxtrems left
flank of Zatialions fromt ix Yerpan main position, and showed
ex treme devition to duty during the night under heavy and
enfilading fire, asc-isting in protesction of our &,5. position
fron suemy bombers.
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567, P. LAW this N.C.VU. aoted with great gallantry and ceool-
negs under a withering hail of artillery on the right flank.
e with about 10 men attagked an onemy's M.0. position, and
put 1t out of action and auptured it. One of the pasty carried
it baek to the main position. Thie H.C.0s afterwards gotl
moet of hie little band back to main position and held on

all night,.

gorporal ReJe CAREW (Signalier) eshowed great gallantry in
earlier stages of action. /lthough 8ix of his comradee
(signallers) were kil eod and wounded he =lone kept with his
Je0s 2nd caPried the basket of pigeons to advanced posltion.
He then asgcisted greatly in gettiug stragrlers together. At

v this stage he was severely wounded in the thigh with shrapnal.
He gallantly continued on, and during the night atiempted to
zet signal communication with Colonal Case, which only lasted
a few moman is. 1t dawn this HeCeOe with a revolver assieted
to hold ofi German Bombers, and remained at his poet uantil
som: of the veory last. At the sume time he was suffering
great pain from his wound., He ie now in Hospital.

Hoe 316 Ptae JedeVWALKESR of "A" Jompany ( ot mentioned in my
firet despateh )e This soldisy assisted Lieut. iAland to sarry
a wounded acroes a fire swept Zone and gave fiort ald when
uader heavy firs, He got nis man right back to main position
and was wounded himeslf in doing so. X

Ptee O'CONIOR wae mentioned for his devotion to duty in
passing seross Ko HMan's Land with messagese thres times during
the nighte Under the conditione I recomm nd he be promo tod

to Corporal,

toe EDUIE Thie soldier a scout and of the Intelligeonce Party
3utad with splendid gal antry Juring the soction, He with Cpl.
arew in the advance aeslsted with pigeons and later kept up
gomrunications with both flanks, Although no spesial act ean
be guoted , I strongly recom:.end his promnotion to rank of
Corporal as a reward for devotion to duty.

The AdleleDe8talls did such splendid work that individuals
agte are hard to e:plain, but the two men specially mentioned
ghow out as deserving of reward.

Ptees THOMPLON attended the wounded out in the open and advanced
position. He carried wounded men in under heavy shell fire and
worked untiringly all nighte Giving succour to wounded of both
gldee under most awful conditions,

rtes 7ILS0H. in our own trenches for twenty four hours or more’
tended our wounded under terrible conditions. Hie devotion to
duty and untiring efforts were certainly responsible for many
menta lives being saved by thils soldisr's first ald. Vhen he
came under my notice he was alone during his ‘est amidet a
ghambles,

fhe HddleQeand majority of A M.DeDotails bsing casualties
in early part of day the work of the fow left was tremendous.

Lte Jole
Cele vlet Battalione As [oFe
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Brigado Major,
6th Infantry Brigade,
Jontinuation of ConfideAtial Recommondations.
the following A.M.C. Detalls and stretcher bearers are
brough to the favourable notice of G.0.0. for consideration.

I etrongly recom:end the fire® named man for

specinal distinetion. His vwork and actions came under my

-* :

personal observation. The work of all the men named was
aplendide Bveryone went in No Man's Land repsatedly and
brought back wounded men, but the particular good work of
't8 G.Hevllson was in tending the wounded under henvy shell
fire behind our own trenches. This man undoubtedly saved

many lives by his first aid ascistance to the wounded of all

UniVae
In order of merit I would mention :-
. Pte. G.H.WILSON  Spesial.

Ptees W.Ges THOMPSON

Tles T F‘UED?‘.E.%

Ptees R. INGRAM

Ptoe Jelie FITZPATRICK.

' Lte CoOlos
July 2ind 1916, | CeVe 3lst Battalion A« I.F.

Memo of 25rd mentioning Pta, TECHMTEON %ele to be
bracketted with wILSON for special work bringing

wounded from advanced lines during aetion 19th-
20th,

Pi wle
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Headquarters,
8th Infantry Brigade.

|

Gman& lng Officer.

29th Hattallon.
_ 530th "
| | Jlet "
- dznd "
g Kavhine Gun gompany.
LteTrench Mortar Battary.

The GeQelle desires to express his warmest
ap: ruiaﬁan of the manner in vhich all Officers, H.C.0's and men
of the 8th Asuetraliasn Infantry Brigade ,carried their orders

j

J in the operations of the 19th-20th July, and his heartfelt

7

apyreciation of the magnificient galiantry and devétion to

t duty displayed by all ranks.

f ( signed ) pavies- Major.
\ | | srigade Major.

' Zla7416, Bth Infantry Brigade .

}m
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- Sth AUSIRALIAN DIVISION
SPE31.L  DIVISIOHAL ORDER
By 4
Hajor- Genaral The Honouradle Jei«MOCAY Je3s Vel
Jommand ing Sth Aus trarian Divieion.
doadquar ters,
2iet July 1916
LAUDATORY 614, The G.Uel. Division has great pleasure in rudlishing
for informstion of all ranks in the Division who
A . have 20 gal antry maintained the ANZAC tradition the
ﬁ followinz messages, :- The first from General 5ir,

Doughas Haig the Commandaer- in- Jhief, and the second
from the Corps Jomuander embodying a maﬁuaagu from
General Sir Serbert "lumer, Comuanding Sesond /AXay.

(1) " Pleasa gonvay to the troops engaged last
night my appreciation of their pgal ant effort
and of the careful and thorough preparations
made for ite I wish them to realise that thelr

“ entarprise hag not been by any means in vain
and that the gallantry with which they carried
out the attagk is fully recognisced "

(20th July 1916 )

() " The Jorpe Comaunder has wmuch pleasure in
forwarding the following message received from
ganeral Sir Hderoert Ilumer, Comnanding ina Army

'* The army Com ander has received with great
pleagure a report of the operations car ied out
by the S5th Australlsn Division under the llth
s gorps. Ho wichee jyjou to convey to the

comugnder and al: ranks his appreciation of thse

N galliantry displayed during their first s-rious
angagement in france and his oongratuiatiom
on the wuccess achieved, !

The Corye Comuander congratulates the Division not only
on their gallantry but also on the faet that they nre
the firet Australian Divielon to earm such recognition
in France ., ( 20th July 19186 )

(Gigned) J.P.MeGlinnm
Lisut, Jolonal .
lede & QeleBGe 5th Aus tralian Division,
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Major=-General the Yonourable Je .MoCAY C.8¢ Valo
Jomnanding S5th Australian Division

: Headouar ters,
20th July 1916

Haking K.(e¢Be ,lommanding 11 th Corps, inder whos8
Jom:, u.gd th; Bivisi..n wag for the opai'ationa of 13/20th

.
. A LAUDATORY 613. (&) The followin: lottery from Lisut. Gonoral He eBe
& |

: July is published for in_tormtion of all ranks,

&
| "Xl Jorps"
OeRe 38 .

Gl D- Gl ‘ |
5th Australlan Division,

I should be glad if you will eoanvey to all
ranks of the Divisilon under your Jom and my de=p
appreciation of the gal ant and successful mancer in
whioh they carried out the atiack on the snemy's linas
yes terday afterncon, |

gfficere and men displayed a fine gpirit through-
out the attack and drove back the memy with true 3ritish
vigour. {he Jomisnders and Stafl Officers also worked
with uatiring energy and great skill in = difficult
attack, and I am very proud to have had such a fine
pivision u8 yours under my Command on 8wuch an important
ocusasione.

Al though the pivielon wae unable to hold the
position guined for a long time, the atiack must have made
a graat impreseion upon the enegy, and fulfilied 1its main
purpose which was to agsist our comrades who are fighting
in the South and prevent the enemy from moving reserves
away from our front in that diresction. :

I wicgh you 811 a etill more somplete victory
inyour next attempt , and I hope I shiall be somewhere
near when it takee plsace,

(6gd) Re Haking Lt.Gen.
£0e7 1o somuunding 1lith Corps,. |

(b) The G.Vsle Division desires to add that he and gll
his Command canunot fail to appreciate thees econiums
bes oW 9d on the Divielon, which dehaved with such stead-
fast courage and passed through a fleree fight in the
mzuney of wnich sustralia will rightly be proud.

( -isﬂ ) Jn?.ﬁﬂf}linﬂ .
Lieut. Gﬂlﬂnﬂln
AehAe & LeMeGe Oth Australisn Division
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19th/£0th July 1916

5 1
101 B - 29 b 1 146
24 e 17 i 128
19 17 3 1357
76 1 13 1 116
lokerélay Japt. Mille (W.% P.)
Jlements (D. of W.) "  Rober tson (K)
Ehﬂrp Lignt. gornard Ed:t-(ﬂ-& Pn)
Fisher ' " Hudson (K)
Macpharson " Spreadborough (K)
O'Bourke
Doenning (3hoek]
HaeLiaod Sick
Hllﬂm i &
ruesel i .0. Lieut, Morisuet
goudio | " S till ¢
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