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Reference Maps 62 D_ N.Be &nd 62 D, 8.E. _1/20,000 S——rmmma=—

_!7.-? PREPARATTON, The Outlines of the scheme weres given t0 0.0's at a
T T T T Brigage cOonference Oon the 25th June, with instructions that the
attaclk was t0 be kept a secreb, even from offlicers, untll the lastd
possible moment. It was necessary however e tell Company |

A Commangers . 3t =
el 4 careful peresonal regconraissance was made by the C.0, and
4/ by all gompany Commanders €I the encmy pesitions. This reconn- |

aigsance shewedsw

- The enemy held a domimating posltlon on the ridge just EAST
of HAMEL, from which he had goed ebservation on %0 our front line
system, OCur front line system was in gdod condlition and consisted
of deep trenches in front line, suppeért, &nd reserve positions with
a main communication trench leading from ithe village of EAMBLET
to -our front line. ©Our wire in frent was low and fairly thisk
and continuous. - |

Aneotuer imporient feature was the high ground rwmning from
P,2,.central towerds HAMEL in 8 N,E, direction, There was an |
excellent place forlying up outside our wire.

By arrangenents with the Battalion in the lines, two efficers
patrols from this battalion weat and lived in the l1ine for two days
and di1d patrel work. These patrols eonsisted ©f men drawn from eack
Compeny, 2nd Battallon Headguarters. 4=z 2 result of this recomne

\ aissance, it was feund the eneny were comparatively clese (250 yds)
\ on Pur right flank near the PEAR TRENCE, snd he Was 2ls0 very
3 ) antive with Mechine Cuns from this gquarters. n the left I'lank
’1 of the Rattalion attack he was YOO yards E-Ifa? ang was not very
- active. There was wery high crep in NO MANS' LAND which promised
\ good cover, but which made the going much hedvier, The enemy had
| a trench system on the west side ef HALKEL which ran through
Yo HOTAMEL WOOD =nd swung S.We @along the high ground mentioned
| - asbove, tLowards the PEAR TRENCH. It was anticipated that he had
’ fairly strong garrisons in HAMNEL itself in deep dugeuts, whieh
J surmise proved te be correcls
5 , The batbalion wes relieved in the BUIS L'ABBE Secter on the
| 99th June, énd on the 28th moved back 10 billets in CARDORNNETTE,
Brigade conferences were held almcst daily and all details
and plans were thoroughly discussed &nd sebtleds i
' On the 29th the brigade practised wikh tenks nser VAUX en
"AMIENOIS, which was mest instructive, a8 it gave the men sOme idea
f : of the tenk tectice and tended to inspirec confidence in them in

wl i

astion. Good lisison between our efficers 2nd the %aunk officers
wae maintained all the time, The tank eofficers atitended some of . .4
t-e pattalion conferemces &nd dined with we, s0 that a real spirit
of friendshlp and ¢Onildence was promoveds !
' The Officers were to0ld all details of the attack oen the IOt
““but the men were not teld until the morning of the Znd. The 1des
wes Lo keep the detalls as secret as possible uantll the last moment.
K., Coy. 1318t Regt U« troops were attached to the Batin
on the 30th June and they 2lse had & practice with the tenks, OR
| the 1st July, two plateons of D. Coy were also asbtaghed, but these
A letter were withdraWwn on the night of the 3rd from the line. |
Ve ol mhe Americsen platoens were compdssd Of seven sguads each of |
1 17,00 and 7 men, and the total Company sirength wes 253. 4 7
platOon was &ttached 1@ each of eur compandes and some Of the |

| " American Gompany Headguarters were distributed 28 strgteher «
# bearers, Hedlcal details, runners and Intelligence thggugawt the
Battalions i PEAEEE E | Z 5 |

o : 4 careiul study oI mape and sxcellent @eroplane photos was o
e . 4 mads dowm to platodn sergesnlisg. '

e 1 - - . Q@ni : ;
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-%'-P%-m:i- EF-—-%EEMK%S‘J %, EATTALICN A.LF, I'|'
e e T1%h Brigade was sttached t0 the Z0R Aucivaiien DI . '
> t_hia operation and attacked on the left of the ﬂivisicnﬁﬂgigniw :

| from & line running through P.8.coentral to P,10,6.7.5, on the south :
| . to the River SOINE on the North., The 42nd, 43rd and 44th Battms
r ~ Jrere used in the asssult with the 41st Battalion.; in Brigade

Reserve., - | |
The 45rd Battalioan attacked on the right of the Bri : |
s penstrated 1,700 yds including the riliglﬁlge of mé:.ﬁﬁii;ﬁf i !
X sg;tag éﬁ; ;ha gaat ﬁg E?; village. | ; )
& e leapfrogre ough the 49rd Battalion at 1 P
I _ halt of the barrage and penetrated te our Eld 3ﬂmsthbgn:?ﬁﬁhzaa i
& ridge east of HAMEL. The 42nd Battelieén stbacied on the left andé |
1 penetrated to the AKIENS line in Pebsb. anc G '-
P {(b) TProntages. The 43rd Battalion had & frontage of 1,000 yds in the :
S | attack Trom the Brigade Southprn Boundary to the road (dmclusive)
ruming from P.2.4.77¢ 10 Pe&id 90,50,
The Battalion attacked with three Companies asseulting in the
. front (A.B. 2nd G, ) from North to Seuth with De Coy in reserve,
&« Coy had 400 yards iront on the north and B. and {. etech had 300
{c) ermations BEach of the assaulting Compenies had two pletoons
' extended across the Iront ss skirmimhers or "followers of the
barrsge", with the other two platoons disposed in @epth in
artiliery formation (sections in gingle file) to act es mOPPSrs up
the Company depth being roughly 100 yards, : =5
; The reserve Company moOved in line of double sectioms in £ile behind
}

~ths ceatre of the Bitialion attack, (Eagh double section consisted
of & rifle or bombing sectlon and a Lewls Gun section in eaeh ease),
{a) Penetration and mOpping up. Bach assaulting Company wee £9 penes
- Trate strelght forwerd until the 10 minutes halt of the barrage at a
| distange of 1,300 yards from our front line. At this point the 44th
Battalion leap~frogged turOugh our line on each elds of the village
of EAMEL, After this A. OOy swung south through NOTAMBEL WOOD an: the
N VeSS viliege up to the stPect Punming east and west past the Chureh. G, .
A Company swung $of#th 2nd meépped up the villege t0 this street from the
| South, and B, Coy mopped up the village straight ahesd from west to
Eagt. Bach of these Companies left a Iswis (Gun team per platoon on-
- the western side of the village who did not teke part in the mopping
K up. This wes done UC keeép & reserve in the hands of the Cempany ,
Gomranders in case, of counter~attack or unioresesn difficuliies, and
also to me2pk the line O consclidation U0 which the meppsrs up wers
t0 veturn when the village wes c¢ lsar. ' | :
The reserve Company wés not 10 Do used sxceplt in casg of determined
resistance in the willage or strong sounter-attack by the enemy to
recover ths villeges = - = v Eben j
& section of dug-out sedrchers (Intelligence) was attached to sach &
- of the assaulting Gompamies, -~ =«
(e) &rtitlery, 'The barrage started 200 yards east of our tape line and
7te Cyaxrds 1ifts every thrse minutes for 10 liftg, when 1
S helted Tor 10 minutes. Therearter it lifted 100 yards in 4 minutes
and the protective barrage halted 400 yards east Of the objective
' (blue line) for helf an hour, The field guns worked eut about 1 gun
for every thirty yards in the barrage, end in addition there were
_ 4,58, 6 in., Sin., 928, and also some 12 inch howitserss 161 guns
oo were engaged in counter battery work. In eaddition 80 Hachins Guas
supplemented the barrage en ithe brigade Iront Ifrom the high ground
North of the SOMIE. i |
The 3rd gorps on the Nortk and the french Cerps in the South also
po~operated in the artillery fire., BHBmoke snd gos were fired on the
North and South of the atitack. OSmuoke was fired by our barrage gans
at ZERe, again at the 10 minutes hald, and two minutes before the
11t after the halt, - - ' '
To cover the appréach Ol Tihie tanks from their assembly position

T A,000 yde behind the Infantry, our artillery pui dowm haressing
;e “five IOr 8 minutes before ZERO. con

L 4

| j :

! "\;;;*:i“n
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158s) Tanks. 15 tanks were used on the Brigade front (exolldivd
| tTane ) and 6 tanks were alloted to this battalion fior ht

h oo thdUil1913
lage.

mopping up of EAMEL, Two tanks were alloted to eact:
A three assaulting ¢ompanies and preceded them into ihe <wid T,
& to cover the mopping up and tO beat down resistence R  ETTALION ALF,
) (z) Trench Mertars. Two mortars followed B, Coy tC be used in case
| .of resigtance at any point. |
(h) EBouipment) FEvery man except stretcher bearers and Lewis Guaners
(1 end 2) car-ied a ¥¥fle and bayonet, |
Speclelists carried 100 rounds Of B.4.4., all others 200 rounds,
Bach man carried twwo bombs aad the bombing sections carried 5

A iy

) borbs and exire tail rods. Each bombing section carried a "pn
T BM! : | : '. e T
.2 Each Lewis Gun section carried 13 migasines beiween them,

Every man carried 5 sandbags, 'and each mén except signallersad
Nog 1 and 2 of esch gun carried either a plel: or a shovel. The
n amall entrenching toCl was not carrieds
Bach man carriecd &3 hours ratibns and two witer bettles Ffilled.
Only tre waterproof sheet was ¢arried. (blankets and overcosts
were left bshind) Signellers garried flags, flapper, and 0.1,
Lanp , message roOckelts, green flares, and 5.0, Rocketsy
Bach platoon had two stretcher Beerers with eme stretchers:; Goy
HsQs had 4 stretcher besrers with two stretchers, snd a reserve
, of strotcher bearers and ztretchers were kepl =t Battalion H.Q,
J Regserve dumps of water, rationsg, S .A.4¢ @ad bombs were formed in e
*._ our front line just prier to ZENO,
| (1) Tepe Liné The assenbly line chesen ran from Cross Reads in Did3:0 47
_&maen’brala On XY Kight the line was 2ot out by COmpanles and
stakes were driven In to maA¥k it ~ hidden bythe ¢rep. Om Y2 night
these stalces were cPnnected up by tape end tapes were also led back
30 our front line on the left Ilanlk of esach Company, Gaps were
cut in the wire and nmerked with tape. The work of la ing out tapes
and superintending the assenbly on ¥Z night was carried out by
T3 sute Tucker and BQ thwick 0 ks = -
(j) Direction An officer on each flanik Of the battelion attack was
vesponsible for dimection (with eompass). &, OOy had 2 good guide
on the left, 3i.e., the ¥ead and the trecs in NOTAMEL WOCD., B.
= Coy had a lone tree at P.0.2,0:9, which marked the left of their
attack. C» 00y had & heetvily shel led spot 2t Cress Reads in P,10,
ek, which showed up white and distinet im daglight to merk their

| right flasnk, j
‘

3. THE APPROACH HMARCH, | _
(R | Tt was cecided t© movu up Irom billets Ca X day, t0 stage near the

SOME, torslieve the dlst Bat.ttrllion in 1ine Oon XY night, and 10
| _ occupy the itrenches on XY nipght snd ¥ daye Thig gave the nen a
: good rest on ¥ day and engbled them to get a lodk at the ground of
| attack by daylightie =~ o
| The battzalion moyed by platoons | int Le
| CARDONNETTE and bivousced in the HALLUE Valley near BULSY, uhere
| the men had 2 swlm snd 8 BOT meal™ - | AUBIGIY
' The approsch march was resumed at 94486 p.n. through DAOURS, ' ROUILLO
and FAMELET, & good desl oI cOnge-tion Occurrcd ewing to the 15th
- | and 16th Battalions using the sane route and the rellief was not
finally completed pntdll 5.50 a..on ¥ morning. It was a leng
journey for ths men, leaded up as they wers, 8nd the night was
3 fairly derk. The men had agood rest on ¥ day and at alight were
P served with 2 hot meal.  san issuve of rum and comicris In the shape
of tobggco cigarettes and tinned food.,

ot 200 Iyar'-da intervals from
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@Egraj,j_m 4¢%h July 1918 «+ ©cOn

< s TR, e i
"Ly THE ASSEFDLY» The troops coimencedd C flesent On the tanes at 12,30
S— e . p8CH COmpEny geoing out on the 1ol flank and extending right.
| cels back 50 yards behind the tape 1n €asc of shorts from our Own
artillepry On PEAR TRINCH, | '
Watches were synchronised at 4 peme snd 10 Dam. :
' At 2,50 2., OUr treops werc in position ready for the attack.

5. ZERO Z2ERO was fixed at 3.10 a.m. and was communiceted at the last meh
L mOment t0° Contianders., =3

* 84 THE ATTACK, &t ZERO minus 8 minutes, the artillery opened with the
| 'B*—mmg fire and our tanks begen to move up. They were heard
F o B .G, but not by the troeps in the fromtw line
At 3,10 a.u, our barrage fell, and the men were ebhle 1o move
‘ rorward on the left. Unfortunrtely twe gms on our right Ilank
shot short right through the eperation and caused mmy casualties.
Two sechbions, one Americen and one fustralien were killed as they
were 1lying up, before they had moved, Aan Americsn Officer Lieul
Plummer was woundcod hers also, When the barrage lifted cur men
pressed papldly ferward, and in some c286s the reer line of moppers
up got mized up with the fromt line in thelr anxiely ©t0 push
forwarde ' |
The morning was very dsrk and the dust and smcke added ©¢ the
darkness, 80 that it was iipessibleé O see morse than & few yards
ondn; | I e ek T cllre o R e e e
As ¢ re=ult ef this and'alse of the Taet that the right flan< 8
- got intc the flpht first, the tendeney was to leseg direciion amd
']\ g0 towards the right, However, &, GOy cOmmendor after the third
" helt of the barrage got his'e ﬂmpanlt 10 left incline &nd the normel
| direction was Tesunmed, o, ST T o |
| ¢, 0oy No © plabeen struci oppoeition Tirst at Pi8.4.9.9, where @n
- enemy mechine gun €D ned, killed Lieut Brock and wounding othersgy _
&Y A Lewis gunner named Shaw Fired a burst inie the enemy gun which :
! silenced 1t, end the post was rushed end 6 Boche killed iIn it.
| | Further on, & seciion under Cpl Krantz struek another enomy
% machine Gun. He

| got a Lewis Gun of the 15th Batizlion to Iire Inio
it whilst he and an American rushod the post and bayonstted ithe
occupanits. | | |
A very fine plece oI wori was done by Shaw with his Ilewis Gun
aboul Pe9e0 D9 A hedvy enemy lsehine Gun Opened Iire irom ths
vight flenl of his platcon (Ne 9) Shaw who was 200 yerds away
1rmedistely doubled forward. Whsn within 100 yards of the post
- he opened five with his mn from the hip, a2nd caused casualiies,
Two ©f the enbwy attempting to run wers shov. When 30 yards from
the encmy post 2 German O0fFfiger rushed Out gnd fired his revolver
et Shaw but misged, and the Lewle Gun dld the rest, Shaw whose
Wsgezine wis EMDLY vas ttacked by another Boche whom he hit Over
the head with his revolver, &nd afterwards zshota '
e The en my machineg gun was Iouad with bullet holes through the &

i e N casing and there were eight dead in the pesti,

R Further Morth aleng the irench, ho 10 platocn yushed an cnemy

post e2nd found S méghine gune in the tremeh still with their

| aOyers On, the ensmy bsing entirely taken Dy surpriges.

PN ¥o 9 platoon had enother fight in & quaidy just to the sast of
JAVEL, This Quarry comntained S eneny ‘meehlne guns. & teank put
two of them cut of eciion &nd Shaw with his Lewis Gun éié
sccounted for the thirdgs  Heventeen prisoners were taken alive.
out 0Ff the poste In‘ell Shaw fired © magészines Auring the Opere—
ation end proved the wvalueg oI a Lewis Gun in the hand of a brave

- ang Geternined mang | Eas |

B, Coy first met oppositica in the trench just south of the

VAIRE-HAMBL road in F9.2.0.9. 7Ths trenoh weg rushed and the
3 leading WaVE passed over it leaving the mOppers up 10 deal with

— e it
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| aFations sty Juiyli9ls. Ceng € 31 J0L1915 5 -
| 5 TEE ATTACK ., con #Er;:;d?ﬁ.m 5 28 7 e g | 3 Dl‘x—'}t /
= N : 3 |
3 En enery ctromg point was a1 scodermi-e el s 1 pass af-"""- |

™. .5~ the trench., Tris post Opened on cur men "rith }ﬁacﬂlna Gun and bonbs
Bt s and killed the whole of & Lewls Oun Team except Pte Gallachsr (Ne 1)

who immedietely Tired nhls gum from the hip and poured three mage

azinea into it. Afterwards he with .two others rushed the post and.

gaptured o Mechine Gun @nd seven live priﬂoneru-

g The left leading platoon of B. Coy under Lieut Olzson stmck

% eppegition in F.O.D LBe A Yeserve platoon of Americans under

| % Aeut Symons worked round t0 a I'lank and overcame ths eppoesition,

(| S Lieut ﬂwcnn was Wounded and his runner Pte Anderson, who wag the

e only Australian with the plaioom at onocs took e.mrga and c¢cleared

“ up thﬁ situstion. He called on the platoom t0 eome en =nd rushed

- 8 dugout from which Lieut Syncns was wounded by & rifle shot,

R Three Buns who sticwpied 40 tun away were shot. Pte Anderson led
1| o bis pletoon intc HAMEL snd contimved the mopping upe
| .
A, Coy on the left struck opposition in the treneh in Hﬁ&m
WeOD, They found zome amall dugoubs which were soon glear
bombed in rear while another platoon on the left rushed it frum the
front. Sgt Thorpe O &, 0oy did excsllent work with his platoon in
The fanks 4id not eatch up the infantry until the 10 mdmites
helt of the barr&ga, and they dld excellent work im mopping up
Lr Wh“"&' The W 1"&1'5 mﬂleﬁ in deep dugouts and efglly
aur“ﬁndﬂraﬂ.
Aid post in the villags,
Cpl Sehulz of B.HuQe Intelligenece aapt.urad a Garm B.H.Q. orf

Tieut Olssom was severely wounded by a hm& at tHis
Ideut Wetts with his platoen got aecross ths trench In P.3.d¢ and
clearing thia point e
the village.. - The mopping up of the viilage gave very little
Out of one deep diugout C. Coy got 45 prisoners and <0 out ef an
# 4 officers a:nd 25 other ranics unl-ideﬁ;i

)i Lwo Ogcgégions m D: m men 8ignalled t¢ a tank snd directed

e ‘;::ﬂ ;Iyl m&_my ching gun. 4 1linc of dugouts in P.9.b. were cruah.:g ;

s n ] ' _
One of the tanis wes hit by 2 shell nesr the church in HAMEL

and put out of =ction. Another tank broke dowm about P.9.b.2ed.

Foth these tanks were alterwards brought ouby '
There 1e& no doubt the tanks were a greait surprise to t.ha snemy

and prisone¥s appearsd to be very frightcned of thems

8. é'GHSQLMIﬂm._ " 9he line ef aonsalmnt*an ran from ha;t.s.ﬁ. on the

e
4]

T

L

i o
-

Wﬁugﬁ P.3ec+0.0. 0 Poﬁib-ﬁuﬁa O+ Coy du, i‘ll 011 th o |
and A, Coy on the north side of this .'[:1..‘1..11!:illi ﬁ}- the bo L5 Y bei;;??;i.

9.0, ;;u.ch company had z-hi"_ea_‘.pla.w“ 19 E front and ont 1n suppors
1&0 Jarce in Yemws HeeH PR MR . dtitie #8shion pests oach
pable 67 halding 1 Iewis ﬂ'l.m ﬁﬁd B . 1 5l _"ﬂﬂ&”bi@ﬂ- B. oy left
d D, Coy right Oegupled our front line dnd dug & eommmication
treneh forward, “BY Goy dug from P.2.8 .2, towards Fede entral,

D, Coy dug fﬂﬁm Pa2ed 5.0, towards the escarpment in F.0

£ L

=

-~

[
£y

l | By night,fnll on the 4th, the men were well dug in and abmt-

N 180 yards of cmmiﬁﬂion treneh was dug in eann case o
- One platoon of B. Company were ooccupied in salvage in mr area
. of the battlefiesld, mﬂ. one platucn of D, Coy buried thﬁ dead.,

-
s.i MEDICAL The REA.Ps was established in the quarry at Pg&mm;ral, The
~ wounded were quickly got away and prisoner:s wels used tc carry '
wounded., & Feature was the percentage o slightly wounded
wallkcing cases 2nd the number of enenmy wounded by the bayonet.
 Another aid pogt Vas established at B.H'Q. in F.l.a,4 .4. by
the American M,0% atteched to the &t’balion '

[
. - ol L
CNTL ) = 3 i . ’ - \
1. . ] 3!._ . j.

| . v
¥ - —
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erablons 4th July 1918  eon. 8 IS

I‘*E‘lrd INFANTRY o ] "_.I" s i g
BATTALICN ALF. | e /“
. prise in our

- atTack. Tde Battalion in HAMEL had only come in thet morning
et 1,30 a.m, and the men were very tireds Cur Pﬂﬂﬁiﬂﬁ Of throwe
o .4ng Over gas and smoke mixed on the mornings prior te ZERO aumplaﬁ
| 1y deceived him, The ga= alarm was given when our atitack began
and some ©Of his dead still had thelr gaske masks on, The enem
artillery was very slow in getting tc werk,amd it was neot ﬁntig
© a.n, that he commenced to hombard HAMEL and the ridge east of
it to any extent, Thereafter he kept up = heavy fire on HAMEL
énd the 0ld trench system on the ridges The bagk sreas and guns
received scarcely =ny 2ttention. On ZA Night however, he heavily
bombed the SONNE Canal, CORBIE, FOUILLOY, AUBIGNY, BUSSY. :
| On the morning of the S5th, the enemy delivered a gounter-attaclk
ol on the 44th bettalion using 2 strong post &nd o0ld sap in frent ef
\ our line, He 8ucceeded in penetrating ome point in our line., Twe
' bolbing squeds were sent up from A, Coy 43rd Battalion to assist,
andi the eneny was ejected lesving 850 prisonsrs in our hands, &
COoy moved up int0 clese subport OFf 44th Battalion sast of FAMEL and
its place w=z taken by B. Coy 41st B&ttalion in recerve,

. 10, ENRIY ATTITUDE, The enemy wers taken

T

’
1l CCOMUUNIGCATION, BHeQs was at P,lef 44, and a forward report centre’

Was established in owr front line near the quarry in PB#entral,
Telephone eommunication was maintained throughout the operation
hetween thesze two polnis, The Coys used runners and lemps meszsages
baclkt 10 report centre. v 0 ' |

Three green fleres wer's iired tee denote HAMEL was clearszd of
the enemy, A mescage rocketl wes also fired from near HAVEL back
to Battalion Headquariers with great succeéss. Brigade established
a forward rveport station in ' P.S.w«0Q40. OCn the whole, messages,
reports and signal eOmmunictilon wis very gecdy

{

‘AFE AIRGRAPT., Cur seroplanes wele Very fctime &nd mafdntained superiorit
m T up te 9 a.u. Thpy suceessfully dropped boxes of SeliA, in the v cae
d by meens of parscimtesg. One plane crashed near HAMEL threun &
- box of S.A.A, eatching in the under fabrie of the machine, ZHLbout
9 a.m, the eneny plancs asppéared in foree and one of our planes was
shot dowmn, Tater on our 2irmen ascerted themselves &nd by evening
our planes were flying in all guarters.

]

|'1I. CASUALTIES Oy copualtie: Were & Officers killed, Iieut Brodék and
Becond Lieut, Davidson, 2ng 4 officers wounded,.,  Capt. Sexton,
Lisut Olsson, Iieut Symons, and Lieut Waterhouse, 17 other Ranks
were killed and 72 wounded, two of whonm sfterwards died of wounds,

14, PRISONERS, Over 800 prisoners were capiured by this Battalion, not
i ' including enemy wounded., Anong the prisonsrs were 9 efficers,
ineluding an enent B.HeQs It is estimated fully 100 dead were in
the Battalion Sector. |
| In addition 20 machine CGuns were taken, including 9 heavy
p‘ gung, and 5 minenwerfers including 2 heavy ones. |

15, THE AMERICANS, ( B. Coy 131st Regt) +
The eorpeny of Amerdceans sttached under Capt Iuke did excellent

\ worls. Considering it was thelr Iirst time in action they fought
splendidly. Officers and men wer's most anxious 1o learn and gager
for the flgh‘&' . The platoons were emploged in all parts of the
Battalion formstion, One Of Bhem belng in the first wave of B, Goy.
The men showed great dash and courage, #nd did splendid worik with
the bayocnets C |
One platoon under Iieut Chissold did Line work throughcut the
operation and never lost & single man. The sectlon commanders

had excellent eOntrol of thelr men a2t 2ll times.
cOlle * i
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16, COMMANDERS , - |

= i ey Battalion lieut-0d@} J. Ferregll,
| =~ Ag jutant Captain EH.J.COlliver
s g A, COy g J T JJoran
? | _ B, Coy o HeBe0Ope
} - ¢, Coy . R .C.Sexton
1 B, GOy Ma jor AW ot

% : B, Coy  (U.S.4.) Captain ke .

17, GENERAL REMARKS,

=Y. The morning was dark aznd the £moke and dust added to the derimess.
It was impossible Ior the infantry to see where they were going.

| ¥ A blaging novse in HAMEL was The Only mulding point. ZERO eould

| have been hel@ an hour later.

; 11. The tanks 4did not cateh up the infentry untll the ten minutes

| halt 4n the barrage. They might have been e¢leser up L0 ocur front

| ~1ine 2t the starie

! 111, It is sugeested that an Inlfantry 11.C.,0, ride in each tank to seeure

| better licison.

|

« 1 two sipnals (flags ) appesr to be necessary for the tanks ,-
i &ﬂF(a‘; "m{:ﬂlgan dowin" ib )'h Ugoming out of aecticnl),
1.8 d De used 1n barw
i %&iﬁiﬁéﬁgﬁlammgm Lo dust !
vi. Smoke is nét ncegssary in DENrage in dry weather in this country.
vii. The barrage was tec glow IN“Tthe first three hundred yards. Sheuld
* 1ift 100 yerds in 2 minubtes for firsg 300 yardsg |
. yiii The hi h crop conpelled the Lewls Sumners to fire from the hip.
| This was done with good rsasults in three ctses. ilen should De
practiged in this wopri. Cne NO 1 carried 5 magazings two being
3 ix., There was a tendency [or men tO crowd intc the front line and the

*

: supports became involved ln o Tfight whem ROU necessary.
= x., In the @im light men extended must be able tc see e2ch other,
T C otherwise they crowd up and move to & Ilank thereby lORing direetion

1. In villare Pighting (mopping up) more bonbs should be carried.
Egg bombs are no use for this work,

xii. The intelligence secticn was ¢ onplimented on the amount oI meps
papers, ete, sent beeks This was ilhe result of good organisatiocn
and heving gupout sesrchers whe knew what to lodk I0r,

%411 .The changing 0f ¢ode Cells of unite in the middle ©f Operatlon
caused diffienltics &nd did not ‘appear L0 DE necessary,

5 1y, The number of bayonet wounds wee rerariable. IOst of ihe eneumy
were wounded with the bagemet. Ous man had the bayonet driven
\ through from chest t0 back. Two dead Boehe in HAMEL. had been

| gtuclr thropgh the threat. :

: -' | ,f/?

: ; i ’_--‘_,—'}; _' .

| | fan e .8~

PR T S e B R B S iﬁfl?:l:i:lilxi-n:--i_l- Mmtﬂﬂlp
c,0, 49rd Infaptry Batialion A.d.J.
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Siunmaries are contained in F, 8. Re%si.. Pari 11.

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages

g, - e
A ke et T

Appendix ii.r}:

will be prepared in manuscript. (Brase heading mot vequired.) l |
: " Inf A,I.F. Summary of Events and Information L & = ram * | _ o
Pooo | Dite | Howr | B ASPEEREs TRe o dTC R payt by intellicem Bhprcer AT e A s il
3  4-7-18, The Attack on HANEL e oy g 7 LgEyace. 14 BATTAUCH ANC, |
i ol TG Ref. maps 62 D._ - | |
- ? 1 ON and INFCRMATION, On 25th June, 1918, the G.0.C, Brigade held a meeting of
;i ;Jggg%gég%%%F"EEffﬁlinn Conmoncers and told them in strict confidence that the 1lth Brigade

nad been spécially asked for by 4th Division to perticipate in the attack on HAMEL,
From the very first, secrecy was aimed at, and no information reached the pabitaitben
unior officers of the battalion until a few days prior to the attack. At this meeting
" hE'BriﬁadiEr Btatﬁﬁ thﬂ SeclLO was from the RivET SOJJE JiHS-ﬂ12|4- on the Hﬂrth, thﬂq
1eft flanic of the attack. to P.8. central., On the right flank was the 4th Aust. Brigade
who c¢laim t© have nad more fighting than any other brigade in FRANCE. ', The 6th Brigade
‘was on thelr right. y : _ |
o @BIECTIVE. The Object of the attack was to recapture HAMEL and the high ground and trench
. 3;DISPgSITIUN3. 42nd Batbalion on left from road runnlag West-East through P.5.c.and d. to |
| - niver. 4ord pattalion from ashovementioned road to P.B.central. 44th Battalion on same ;
front os 43rd but pushing on to final objective, 4lst Batielion In reserve.

; | ttalion had & frontage of 1,000 yards and an objective on the Eastern i g
Eﬁ?siiggagif HAMEL. The 44th on the same fromtage were to leap-frog through the 43rd and &

= ormal attackbarrage was tnlput down by the artillery. 4n enfilade M.G.

| | .E:EE:%ggggéégggﬂﬁaigﬂ Eigh ground Hmr%h'ﬂf'the SOMME was arranged. In addition, trench mortarsg &
- amolre and thermite were to be uged. Tanks and ﬂil"ﬁl"'%ft WEI"’EHtE co=Opsrate ﬁith the attacl ”__
! - while supply tanks and aegroplanes were to be utllised after ZERO to carry supplies forward, LJ
| 5 ,PRELININARY PREPARATIONS AND RECONNAISSAINCE. Owing to the secrecy ma}ntained, very little | 5
- S ecOnTAISSANce WAas CArried Oub. ‘Sbmefﬁﬁﬁg?er, wes attempted. QH the Fvening of the 25th
tHe Intelligence Officer and runner visited the seclor and fDun%lﬂut what battalions were
holding the line, their junction, and various particulars regaralng the front. The follow-
{ﬁg ﬁ3§ the €.0, vigitéds the line and reconnoitred the treqchaa. On 27th the 4 Company |

gﬁmmanﬂerg were given preliminary details of the attack, and during afternoon, they
carried out thelr reconnaissénce with the Signslling Officer and Corporal. That night

o officers and 8 geouts reconnoitred BO MANS LAND and 1 N.C.0, was sent to the O.P.,

-

l ! | Apert from the gompany Commenders, none Of these knew anything 2bout the attack other than

L i

¥ION 3dd¥

[ : common-sense and reagoning shewed te be probeble. During this perida preparation, the \\
L [ r}f pattalion was in support in tie BOIS 1'ABBE, 5,000 yards south of thﬁf\ EL SECTOR.,
| XD COf o

i
| ~ : :
1 F D* Dia h-} Lﬂﬂd ! .!..E'G." r ;
\t.) l (Ar6266) Wt Ws300/P7i3 750,000 18 Sch. 82 Forms/Czui8fx6

|
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' DISPOSITIONS. The €.0, declided to attack on a three Company frontage, A, Coy
2 B&Tﬁi%lﬁi efts B. VO centre, and C,COy On the pight. Owing to the weakness of the Battn
D, CQy remained nmopped uphby the Other Coye, and no reserves were available. The

intrbductigiﬂ of a Company of &mericens however, enfbled D. Coy t0 be in position of
recerve Compény the Company being.ra-ﬁst&blishﬁg.H Two more American platoons also
oined later, but these were withdrawn prior to ZERO ,

v, PREPARATIONS BEHIND THE LINE. On the night of 28th June the officers of Battalion

gy TE STorT were confidiently told particulars Of the attack. Next morning the
ogth. the Battalion moved out 10 near VAUX, Narth of ANIENS and practiced attackigg
with’taﬂks,-&nﬁ here they saw for the first time, the capabilities of the tank and
ﬁere favourably impressed., Notification was re;aivau of the probablility of a C?mp&ny
of Americans joining the Battalion, and by niEpL it was definite that they would join
up sO preparations were made 1O re-estaplish 4. Coye On 30th, 4 Cﬂmpinies were

orgénised. A. COy with three platoonsg under Capt Morans B, Coy with 2 platoons under

Capt. Copes C. Coy with 8 platoons under BGapt Sextons and D, Coy with 2 platoons under
Major Lott. At 8 p.m, the Americans, E, Coy 131 Regt. 33rd Division arrived, and One
platoon was attached to each CqQy strengthening the Gﬁyg to A.and C. 4 platoons, each,
B, and D, & plaioons gach. b
Duringe the afternoon, at an officers meéting theic.ﬁ. told in confidence t0 all present,
the partlculars of the fight. By this time a modereate supply ©Og meps and aeroplane
photos were available and issued. The morning Of the lst July was allotted to fitting
men with equipment etc, completing ﬂl‘gjanisﬁ}tiﬂn and resting men as much a&s possible.,
Tn afternoon 2 further trial attack was mace near ALLONVILLE chiefly to practice the
agserbly and the leapfrog through of 44th Battallon, Next D‘.ﬂg, the 2nd, the mﬂrnj_ng

. was smani in final minor preparations and preparations tO0 move. Two more pletoons’ of
Americans who arrived the previous night were attached, 1 to Be Coy anaql to D. Coy
mﬁkihg each Company 4 playuﬂns in strength, A further issue of maps and a large 1lssue
of aeroplane photos was mace to each Compeny. During the morning men were told
particulars of the attacke : | ‘

Tn addition to Company organisation. H.Q. Signallers organised to form a forward and
reay Battalion Headquariers, Aﬂditiqnal Stretcher bearers were appointed, while the
Intelligence section was divided into 4 parties, one 10 work the O.,P., Two of one NGO
and three mﬂﬁ;ﬂiﬂh gﬂ SgﬁggPédganu;s.itghfge %ivég forward, 1 with 4. Coy and 1 with
gf-sggg g?c&rgg élgx'mages:}aaka o BB Lot i th party remained at B.H.Q# and con-
~ D.D. &L, London, E.C. ) .
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7. CcOn Thelir work was interrogation of prisoners and examinetion of documents,

1l pan. On the 2nd a2ll Companies were ready to move; preparation had been
completed ang all men acviged of the work before them. The battalion wes in excellent
spirits and thﬂrﬂuggﬁg'cﬂnfideni of successS. ' |

8, IHTBHTIOHS PRIOR TO » The brigade vas to take over the line on XY night hold it ¥ |

an ni ana attack on Z. Day.

o THE A%PRORGH MARCH. At 2.30 p.m. on 2nd July the @&@pproach march commenced. The platoons
movea 2t a 100 yards interval. The day was sultry and somewhat hazy making long distance
observation very poor, Valleys and trecd roads were selected as far as possible to
avold obgservation., At 5 p.m. after two hours marching in easy stages, the Battalion
halted in the valley of the HALLUE Rfver near BUSSY where men were allowed to swim,
Meny took advantage of this 10 refresh themselves after a hot march and prior to going
into offensive action, A hot meal was served from the Battalion CoOkers at 6,30 p.m,,
after which a final issue Of equipment and accessories was made. Men were gquipped as

under.
A1l except speclalists and bombers. 200 rds S.A.A, and 2 bombs.,
Bombers 100 ° . and 8 bombs.,
Specialists | 100 ° " and specialist material
Lewls gun teams ' 18 magazines per team.

All parties took either a pick or a shovel and three sandbags. The small entrenching
{00l was not carried. |

At 8 p.me. the Intelligence section moved forward under the I.C, t0 reconnoitre the
route along the SOIME Canal bank. On finding a satisfactory track leading along the
canal into HAMELET; guldes were placed at intervels along the track. These dir-cted
the Battalion, and were picked up by the last section in the line. '
At 9,45 p.m. the Battalion left its bivouac and with full fighting attire moved forward
in sections at 25 yards distance, A narrow bridge necessital ed single file bebween
before the village of HAMELET was reached., The march was slow and tiring, and it was
12.30 a.m. before the village of HAMELET was reached. Two other battalions moving
acrogs the track blocked the path for some time. On reaching the village, guides %o
the trenches were met, and platoons moved to thelr respective positions, A. Coy left
front line. » Coy 2 platoons centre front line, 2 platoons support. €. Coy right r
front line, end D, Coy support line. Relief of the 5lst Battalion was very hurried
on account of the approech of daylight.

D.D. &L, London, E.C,
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9. eon - Transport dumped dry rations for the day at 1.30 a.m, and Companies collected these

before daylight. |
10, ACTION DURING 3rd and NIGHT OF 3rd/4th to ASSLUBIY,

On Bccount of the increased concentration of men in the sector, special orders were
‘4aaned forbidding movement by daylight. MNMen therefore utillised dug-outs and shelters
where possible and also the bottom of trenches when no shelters were available and
: slppt or lay down throughout the day. A report Irom the O,P. 2t night stated move-

ment had been kept down splendidly. Dry ration food and meals were all the men had
b?-ﬁag,'but'at 11 pems lixbers brought up hot food and ‘all Coys were able 10 have
a good meal before moving out to the assembly position, |
During the afternoon and agein 2t nlght, walches were synchronised and advice that
ZERO was - -3.10 a.m. promlgated. During the early hours of the evening, troops of
D, coy, 13lst Regt U.S, were wlthdrawn from the line mach to thelir disgust. This
1eft B, and D. Coys with only 5 pl&toons each, With which oOrganisation they went into
action, .

11, THE ASSEMBLY, Lieuts F.G. Tucker and J.H.Borthwick MC were in charge of the assembly

~———————am0 Together with Lieut Rhodes and his Engineers jllthﬂ-l&iﬁ out the tapes prior
to- the time of assembly. At 12,350 a.m. on the 4th, A.B, and C, Coys commenced filing
out through gaps in the wire specially cut Opposite the left flank of the Coy sector,
and branded with tape. BEach Coy on reaching its tape wheeled right, along the tape.
‘When these noys were in position D.Coy lined up in rear. A.B, and C, had 2 platoons
of skirmishers; and A.and C, 2, end B, 1 platoon in artillery formation behind,
D, Coy was in artillery formation,
Notice was received from the artillery that some guns were uncertaln of thelr
pagistratiﬂn, and as & precaution the Battalion fell back 50 yards from the tape.
This required some careful handling, as there was a likelihocod of Companies not
mal-ing & sguare jump off . During this time, coverling patrels operated along the
whole front, A. B. and pert of C. Coy lay up in front of the wire, while the right
flank of €, to confirm to the salient of PEAR TRENCH,lay up behind the wire, |
With each A, and C. Coy H.Q, & party of 4 searchers from B,H.Q., lay up and moved
forvard with their Companies, By 2.30 a.m, all assembly was complete and platéon
Officers issued their platoons with & nip of rum. With A, Coys H.Q. could be seen
a French tricoloured flag. :

D. D. & L,, London, E.C, N
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12, THE ASSAULT, At 2 minutes past 3 a.me a nunmber of guns Opened up s8l0w harrassing fire
T op eneny rorwerd positlons and forward commnic&tions. This fire which lasted until

3.10 a.m, wds tO0 drown the sound of approaching tanks, and with the co-operstion of
several low-flying aeroplanes was very successiul. -
| ' At 3.10 2a.m, barrage fire was opened and for four minates played on the |
ZERC 1line. Opposite the left and centre COmpénies the shooting was excellent, but
' several guns covering the right Coy were shooOting extremely short and did considerable
damage to C. Coy's right rear platoon and COy H.Q., Detaills and the 4 searchers attached.
Apart from this one area the shooting was zood. On the barrage ®pening the battalion
moved forward until about 80 yards from it, and walted for its fimgi 1ift. Arrangements
had been made Fmem- that irom Zero 1o Zeroc plus 4 minutes the barrage would £all on
ZERO Tine. At ZERC plus 4 it would Rift 100 yards, play there fore 3 minutes, and
continue 10 move forward at rate of 100 yards in 5 minutes until just clear of village
of HANEL, when it would halt for 10 mimmtes to allow 44th Battalion to leap-frog
through, and then continue 100 yards in 4 minutes.
_ P The initial advance o0f the battalion on the left and centre was scomewhat
difficult on account of the crops. A general tendency to swing right was checked and
gorrected by Captain MORAN of A, Coy. The centre Coy was somewhat similarly placed

| mas encountered in enemy Front Line, but enemy was sapparently taken by surprise and put

but kept well under conirol, €. Coy on right, depleted by the short shooting amd held
up by Machine OGun Fire from PEAR TRENCH Gld not fare so well, until the 15th Battalion
«On the right flank hed clesred up PEAR TRENCH, when the Company advanced. Opposition

up no susta&ined fight; apparently a platoon post ©f the enemy was' established on the
Norih of the PEAR THENCH, By the time the enemy Iront line was reached on the right
and shortly priot to that on the left, tanks rea@ched the leading wave and pushed out
in front. As the advance continued, C., COy appeared to split in the centre but
Iieut Roberts with & section filled the gap until the line righted itself, On the left
and centré, very little prolonged trouble was encountered. One difficulty was locating
the barrage, for the morning was considerably darker than the preceding mornings, and ag
a result ZERO nas earlier than necessary., In addition, smoke and dust formed 80 dense
" a sSereen as t§; Ofipletely the view of the bursting shells. Overhead shrapnel wes the |
best guiding mark of the pOsition of the barrage. -
COIl .

D. & L., London, E.C.
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' A1rek o
iz. con . A, Coy captured and moppedup several parts of NOTAMEL WOOD, while B, Coy preceded

y tanks cOmmencead clearing up the wlllage. By keeping well in touch with 2 rrage, the
10 minutes halt was reached with normal fighting. Here the battalion waited until 44th
moved through, then &. and C, Coys tackled the village from the eastern end and worked
bacl: towards the western end, meeting B, COy whp were working eastwards. Cellars were
systematically searched, and where necessary, bombed, and within 3 hours of ZERO the
toyn hed elear- been cleared of the enemy, and prisoOners amounting to about 300 Secured
from it. These prisoners were sent to D, COy who escorted them back tot he rear.
of them were used 10 carry wounded back. :

Having cleared the willage, A. and C. COy withdrew to the line of consolidation
along P,5.d«6.0, 1O B.5.84.6,0., t0 P,8,c.7.,7. B, and D. Coys withdérew to the reserve
position in the old British front line. Frior to this withdrawal, vhen A, and C, Coys
had reported to B, Coy that thelr portion of HANEL was mopped up, and B, Coy had
completed its portlon, Capl Cope cof B. Coy fired three green lights, a prearranged
gignal that BANEL was clear., Captaln Sexton having been wounded, Lieut Cannaway R.A.
- t00r GharsEe cﬂmanﬁ..ﬂf C«. COYo 3 i
13, THE CONSOLIMATION, " A, and C, Coys had to0 dig & new line and ¥ piatdon posts was the
.method adcpted. After re-orgenisation, the Companies set to work digging and for the

remainder Of the morning that was thelr work, First digging for self protection, then
extending the line laterally s0 that the various posts were complete, and with the
object of eventually completing & line. Un the left 4, Company had several casualties
while digging in, but once the posts were dug In no further casualties occurred.C. Coy
'also had heavy fire direcled against their left flank and ‘evacuated their left post in
consequence, utilising the men for a higher post on the right, but covering the gap on

the left with & Lewis Gune. D. Coy with B. Coy who occupied right and left of the 014

front lines respectively, Were utilised in digg€ing & commnication trench forward from

our ©1é line rumning Irom P.2.d.65.,00 to P,9.,2.60,55. D, Coy was alao engaged in
egcorting prisoners, carrying Eﬁi ﬁ%%ﬁchttﬂliﬁn, salvaging, and burying dead,

ing troops. 1In the Iront line several M.Gs had theire covers still on. Infantry
offered only & hurried disOrganised resistence and were almost too surprised to

surrender. In the town itself, at least one perty , in cellars aid net know there was

an ettgeler, namiss,zc,
(Ar0266) Wt Wss00/Py13 750,000 2/18 Sch, 82 Forms/Canf/16

= -

Many |

14, ATTITUDE OF ENENY INFANTRY DURIN Throughout the attack, surprise was undoubtd
edly tne most ocutstiancing leature. veryuhere the enemy was unprepared for the assault -
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|

4. ecOn., Prisoners captured obeyed ordered without causing trouble. -
' N OF ENEVY ARTILLERY. During the egarly phase ©f the attack very little fire was hrnugpt |
down and throughout the whole Of the attack there was no heavy fire. After the attack hadF

:[ : :_i:' ' o U Lia
i'._‘.—_ itNPEFAMTHRY
" e ' ErT Tt
Thﬂ:lﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁi:ﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂJEI_ 2 *
: ATTRck aeq _

" definitely stopped, enemy 15 c.m. howilzers became active in and on the western outskirts
of FAVEL. meintaining thelr fire throughout the day. One of the most remarkable points
of the retaliation was the absOlute abgence of any enemy ccunter-battery work, or attenpt

' 40 shell the rea&r areas, %;Eunﬁ the town of HAMEL and dalong the SOUNE Canal. Practically
= all the enemy fire develﬂp£ from direction of WARFUSE - ABANCOURT AND MARCEICAVE,
6. AIRCRAFT ur aircraft was very active throughout the morning until about ¢ a.m.,

&Faﬁﬁfﬁg'ammunitiﬂn_by means Of parackhmtes and k@eping the enemy planes away, About 9 a.m,
however, & flight of 20 enemy planes flew over and thoroughly reconnoitred the captured
ground for 2 hours. For the balance 0f the day, air activity was great by both sides,

7, TANKS. | These arrived &mongst the forward troops about the time the barrage was on

fery front line, on the night they were Zate Owing to the c¢loseness of the line.

Excellent co-operation was maintained between tanks &nd infantry, and all ranks speak well

strongly and carefully "rolled them out", They traversed the village as per map attached.
They Oonly excpption was the tank Operating Oon our right which caused casualties by firing
intc our men, All tanks returned during the middle hours of the morning, Supply tanks

}E. AFTER TH _ g
g-0rganisation, rest, and settling down were undertaken, and by 8 p.m. 811 was in order,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

end L.G, Magazines which were collected by the infaniry oOn the Battle~field.
% ATTACK. During the afternoon and evening of the attack, commnication, clearing up

Pransport brought up hot tea and rations at night, these were distributed during hours of |
darkness., About 10 p.m, after heavy fire, the 3.0.5., Signal wes sent up by 44th Battalion
just east of HAMEL, bringing down our artillery barrage. The enemy comblned great plane
activity with this, and heavy bomblng and ILG,Fire On our artillery positions and back
areag was experienced.
neg., ES%S%IHG THEEFDREARD BATTALION .
T D.m. . GOy received an urgent request to supply 2 bombing sections to assist
in ejecting a party of eniemy who had bombed their way into the front 1line at P.10.,b. As
requested.these two borbing sections were sent forward to the 44th Battalion and they
%gigﬁngﬁgisted in the counter atteck which restored the line and captured about 5Y

L :

D. D. & L., London, E.C.

of the work performed. They systematically tackded machine Guns and portions of irench held

operating carried up ammnition, water, ete., BEach fighting tank also had 2 store of S.A.A,

——
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—— Z171fnh pattalion, This was done after leaving 2 neuclus gerrison of 1l Lewis Gun Section

| =hours Well earned sleep and marched to DAOUARE where lorries were waiting. These conveyed|

The attacl: on HANEL. ALION ALF,
19 cOon., About midnight, A.'Cﬂmpany received orders toc move forward in cloge support to

in each platoon post, and the Coy established lteelf in its new position at P.10 central,
@, and B, Coys did not take 2n active part during the night, but D, COy carried forward
bombs, lightse and rations 1o the 44th Battﬂliﬂn._.&rtillery activity continued throughout
the nighi?hut by daybreglz, duietness was restored. The bth was guiet till late in the
afternoon, when harrassging fire commenced and Increased when darkness set in.
On A, Coy moving forwanrd, this batbalicn was reinforced by A. Coy 43s1 Batin under ;
gapt Uren, whe est@2blisheéd his Company in the trenches evacuated by A. Coy 43rd, |
o0, THE RELIEPF, During the night of 5/6th the 41st Battelion less A, Coy already in support
S———ioveq Torword from reserve and relieved B, C. &nd D, Coy of 43rd Battalion, normel
relief was experienced, A, Coy 4384 was relleved by 4, Coy 44th under very heavy shell
fivre. This was & slow and anxious relief, and had 10 be carried out platcon at a time
on account of the artillery activity. Fortunately the only casualties that ocecurred did
not require eévacuation, Gulides met each platoon at HANE and gulded them to bivouae
area in I 27, North of la NEUVILLE, where hot peals where served on mens' arrival,
o1, DEPARTULRE OF AMERICANGS. At 5 a.m, on the 6th, the dmerican troops who had done such
i romising WOrk with the Battalion fell in to march away, Prior to their departure, the
1.0, TIieut-col, J, Farrell addressed them On behalf of the Battalion, Cheers were ﬂ
given by the pattalion and returned by the Americans, who then moved off to DAOURS, where
Motor Lorries awaited them to0 take them to their billets at PIERREGOT, |
o2 ., RETURN TO BILLETS. At 8,30 a.,m. the Battalion left its bivouac area after a few

the Battalion to billets in CARDONNETTE by 11.30 a.m. where men quickly settled down and
had the remainder of the day at thelr disposal.
o3 CONMMUNICATION, careful but hurried preparation was well awarded, for all communication
= Was excellent throughoubt the whole of the period in the line. Trenekes Telephone lines
were mostly laid in trenches on the enemy side and held remarkably. At 7 a.m. on 4th
Lisut Waterhouse 1M moved forward and formed Advanced Battalion Headquarters at R,8.b.
25,45, in-conjunction with 44th Battalion, and communfication by phone held throughout.
Lieut Waterhouse was shortly afterwards evacuated wounded, and Cpl. C. Cawthorne had
charge of the BRttalion Signallers. Phone communicetion to all Coys was established
by several alternate routes and held splendidly, O,L.Lamp also did some splendid work
especially during the early stages of the advance.

| D. D, & L., London, E.C, |
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23 ¢On . A message roclmt fire® by B, Coy lamded a message within 10 yards of B,H.Q, Great
—Sredit 1s due to the Signal seebiem branch for the excellent communication maintained.
Tt is unperalleled in any Other operation eparticipated in by the Battalion in FRANCE,
W & ons to Brigade were experienced. : !
4, Rﬁi,?fﬁéﬁnﬁiZE% of 3/4th %he R.M.0, xgapt McDonmell and his pergonnel established an RLA,R,
[ In the front line at P.8.b.l.2. (2 small quarry) This was found to be & most central andr
‘ suitable place, and men from 43rg 44th, and 15th.BatEali@ns were dressed there. |
o5, INTELLIGENCE. prior to ZERO, & 0,P, was established at P.B.a.go.lot ’his was not mach |
L'"‘"““ﬁﬁﬁ“ﬂﬁffﬁg"fhﬂ advance, @as firstly darkness prevented vieibility, end when sufficient
1ight prevailed, the smoke and dense clouds of dust would not permit penetration of wvisid
gearchers went forward with A. and C. Coys, ihe right party unfortunately lost all but
one man prior to leaving the tape. The left party under Cpl @.?.achulz d%d some excellent
work, capturing & B.H.3.Staff and 23 prisoners which were handed Over, and securing many
valuéble papers end documents, and maps. TIn addition 1o these, Companies forwarded many
maps documents and papers taken Ifrom prisoners and secured from cellars and dqgﬂuts for {
examination. At B.H.Q. & German speake s were hastily examining pris&narsqaﬂa sorting |
valuable from useless pepers. Prisoners and valuable papers were forwarded for further:
examination &t Brigade H.Q. leny historical and valuable articles for the war museum o
-— o received.
26 TEETER;;SH”;LAG. On the completion of the capture of HAMEL, Capt J.T.Murae of A, Gﬂyq
+————mseteq on the highest building in HAMEL, the French blue, white, and red flag carried
| into the attack by his Headquarters. The flag was still flying & week later, |
o7, GENERAL REVARKS. Unlike previous offemnsive operations, no successiem of writ}an orders |
e U Te T -0Tders were issued, All arrangements were by conferences of C.0's and then ;

e

e

nanded down verbally to Battalion Officers. Preparations were made in detall, bul @
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