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SCHEME l, On lst August the C.0. and Adjutant attended a. conference
at Brigade when details and plans wers discussed.

The %rd Division was to co=operate in a gemeral attack,
operating South of the SOMME from the Canal (inclusive) to
about 3,500 yards south of the river. The 11th Brigade
Worth on a 2,000 yards front, and the 9th Brigade Right, on
a 1,800 yards iront were to assault, with the 10th Brigade
in reserve,

The Brigade objective was' the Green line running through
Q-l-d- Q,-l?-b and n., Q-auol, Q-l‘i‘.ﬂ- and Ceo

At ZERO plus four hours the 4th Brigade leapfrogged through
11th Brigade and continued the advance under open warfare
conditions,

DISPOSITIONS. 2., The 44th Battallion, right, on a 1,500 yards front, and the
45nd left on a 600 yards froni were to assault; the 4<nd going
going through to the Green line,im-=Beiw . and the 44th Battalion
going to an inter-mediate objective in P.18, when the 4lst
Battalion plus one Company 43rdnBattalion leap~frogged through
44th Battalion and carried on to the Green Line., The 43rd
Battalion less One company ¢C.Coy) were Brigade Reserve,

2 Light Trench Mortars were attachsed 1o each Battalion,

PREPARATIONS Be Owing to the limited time, preparations had to be hurried.
Personal reconnaissance by Commanders was carried out from O,
Pg. on North Bank of the SOMME, where a good view of the whole
ground of attack was obtained. A proportion of rumners and
signallers also reconnolitred tracks.

On the night of the 3/4th the Brigade was relioved in the
1ine, the 10th Brigade taking oger the whole Divisional front.
The 43rd Battalion moved back to bivouacs aboutb 2,000 yards
¥, of CORBIE, Here the men were rested, and all preparations
made. Frequent conferences of officers were held and all
dotails were settled. On the night of the 5th and 6th the
Battalion had to supply 300 men for working party = cable

bury in area near VAIRE WOOD.

APPROACH MARCH.4. On the night 7th/8th at 11 p~m= tThe Battalion commenced
—  the approach march following the 42nd Battalion along D.
Track Whiﬁh.hdﬁfﬁfavimualy marked out by the Engineers. An
Officer checked the column as it passed over the SOMME. Some
delay occurred as the 42nd opened out to large intervals, and
it was not till ZERO minus 35 minutes that the Battalion was
in position. Capt Gunter, and Lieut Cudmore supervized the
forming Upe. *
The Battalion lay up behind the 42nd in P.$,C.
The enemy did not interfere with our approach march, buthe
heavily shelled the 174th British Biwisiem Brigade on our lef't
- (North) and caused some anxiety.
Ab ZERP minus 15 minutes the tanks appeared, Ememy and
must have been heard by the enemy who commenced to shell
our laying up position, but fortunately we had no casualtles.

. DISPOSITIONS OF BATTALION. S. 0, Coy was attached to #%bh Battalion.

™o Batbtalion followed in rear of the assaulting Battalionsa
| in line of Companies in platoons in artillery formationyg from
=z right to left D. B, and A. Coys.

Battalion Headquarters was in our old front line in P,10.,Db"

90 ¢ 20 o

=

ARTILLERY . 6., Artillery (Field) worked out at one gun per 30 yardse
The 1lifts were 100 gards in 2 minutes for tne first 200 yards.

then 100 yards in three minutes for 1,000 yards after, 100
yards in four minutes to the Green Line, and #00 yards beyond,
where it was to rest till ZERO plus 4 hours, bul was then to

} cut to 1 round per minute.

2,90 o
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Operations. 8/8/18 cone A ""-"'A'PFENDJXt f
Téﬁﬁ > 7 e Tanks operated with the Brigade with the lnaﬁulﬁ.ﬂattna

— and got well away in front of our infantry.

THE ATTACK 8. Our barrage fell at 4,20 ae.m, and some of the rounds
foll short in P.1l0.b. “The dense fog made tne keeping
of direction very difficult, and the prismatic compass
proved of great value, Owing to the fog, tue Battallons
became somewhat mixzed, but the attack was pressed on and
the enemy put up very little resistance, as he was com-
pletely overwhelmed and surprised.

A. and B. Companies had some mopping up to do on ridge
in Po.l2<8e and D

AfLter the attack the companies consolidated on line
Pe7c8e12.8s808 Do

Battalion Headquarters moved to Pel7.a.90.60,

CASUALTIES. 9. Our casualtles were light being 3 killed and 5 woundede

CAPTURES. 108 120 prisoners, 25 Machine Guns including 12 heavies,
%1l Field Gun, and 1 anti-tank rifle, besides a quantity
of signalling stores.

MEDICAL le The ReAPo Was at BeHeQs &t PelO0ebe90.,20., and all
arrangements worked well, 16 ambulance bearers were
attached, but most of the carrying was done by prisonersc.

COMMANDERS 12 Battalion. - Lieut=~Col. J. Farrell, .
Ad jutant. Captain. E.J. Colliver,
A, Coy Captain. D.A. Young.
B. Coy Captain H.S. Cope.
C. Coy Oaptain G.H. Oswald MC
D. Coy | Lisut., R.H. Martin,
GENERAL 135, C. Coy attached to 4lst had some fighting, but as the

battalione was in Brigade Reserve, it had very little
work to do beyond mopping up. The men were in excellent
spirits and were ready to do anything asked of them.

REBTRSRR=RSRTETE

f y’ "
”.%ﬁ?l"'l@f s (2_4;{;(1 et ed e,

Y Y R R R RN A
" " Liewt=Gol,
040, 43rd Infantry Battalion A.I.F.
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. 44th, end 4lst, Battalionse
Track " L b‘m and 43rd, Battalionse

) ; h-*mara the Track meests the SOMME at I.356.3.0.0
| D% Track « Where the Track meets the SOMUE at O.H-;.'?B:ﬁ;n
e Mea of Pasging Reapective Starting Pointsi- .

e it 3; 24th, end 42nd, Battalions. = Zero minus 4 hours
- 413’:.. end 43rd. Battalionse Zero minue 3 Mur;m minutes.

e timee are based on the following caloulaticnss-

of both "0" and "D" Tracks - 500 yardss. .
_ ﬂ'mm_m mmwthe meﬁ 1,500 yardse
" e m gr dnutes after head of the solumn has been march-

| S A Me of advance - mmﬂa per mimgte.

ey '-17‘ = ‘ 3
I- ol e oo
= ' Bembly to be )lete by Zero mimus 1 hour = mimme
',,_;,i__  Length of Oslumn 1500 .yap: olll ~ d o
i gmm yards march = 45 "
Halt ) = I8 ®
~ g250 yards march = 48 ™
;%m unforeseen eventualities = 35 W
iuj Total =210 *

worefore the twe rear Battalions must pass Starting Point
me 3 hours 30 minutese H P

- &F the weather ls wet and the going bad these times will be
eased by 33 1/5. g7 sente
french Nortar Sattery %33 personrel will move with the Batt-
0 whlch they are affiliated.
ahima Gun porsonnel will report to Headouarters of Battalions

w ':,’* tl;;y ;.r': npwlzting &t Zoro 8 & houras
~_Approach of two oons apem on Horth of the River SOMME
uﬂ'mgad with 174th. Brig /‘

LW CYS May.,
[ Bri er=bonerale
Uommanding, llth./Autfy. InfAntry Brigade.

ples toi=-
. 4late Battalion., 43prd, Battalione
, 48nd. Battaliones 44th, Battalion.
o Te My Battery. 3
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3 e SR ‘45rd INFANTRY BATTALION A.I.F. A oo~
ZTENR: | - TABPENDIX O
o "OPERATIONS FROM 10th to 13th August, 1918, _ |

Reference Map. 62 D. S.E, 1/10,000, #

ViV
i
Wil
B e T T R Rl L b b s b Rl el T

1, The Battalion moved from position in P.l12. and relleved the 1l6th
| Battakion A.I.F. in the old BRAY Line east of MORCOURT on the night
of the 10/1lth. During the epproach march and the relief, enemy
aircraft heavily bombed MORCOURT and the roads in the vicinity, but
our casualties were only 1 killed and 1 wounded.
The position was as follows in the gector wnici. we took overe=-
owing to the failure of the attack of the 58th British Division
on the 8th August, North of the SOMME, our line had to be swung back
£rom the BRAY Line a2t Re7.2090,10, south of MERICOURT sur SOMME to
‘ the canal at QeSeleW.00, in the direction of the high ground at
- CHIPELLY.

The 41st Battalion were on the right of the Brigade front, holding
the BRAY Line as far North as R.7.8.90.10, with the 43rd Battalion
between that point and the River at Qe5.d.20.00, facing North.

| The enemy was still in possession of the village of MERICOURT sur
SOMME, the pocket in the SOMME to the North of that village, and the
BRAY Line between the 4lst left flank and the River, at Re¢le.b.70.00,

He had the position heavily defended with lMachine Guns, and had
also some 500 troops in the Area mentioned. He was very active with
Machine Guns and sniping.

The Battalion front line ran from R.7.2:5.0. through Q.l2.be3.0.~
Rel2eBodeds t0o Canal at QeHodoW00., and was held by three Companies
A, B, and D, from right to left, with C. Coy in reserve Iin Q.l2.d.

The defences consisted of a line of pot=holes and posts which gave
Very. poor cover,

BeHoeQe waB at Q.16,0,20,60 with a forward commandpost in Q.l12.¢.80 .20

On the 1lth the enemy was very active witn snipers and msachine Guns
and no movement could take place, 2/Lieut W.G.Carter was badly woun®
by a sniper. - | | .

The situation was rather obscure North of the SOMME, where our
Brigade plus American troops had taken over from the British 58t
Division. We were reported to hold the village of ETINEHEM a
of the high ground east of it. The enemy gums were active on ti
Line from the North East.

On the. night of the 1lth/12th, the 4lst Battalion attacked ané
tured the BRAY Line between Re7.8.9.2. northward to the river in R.

: thus cutting off the ememy in the pocket in Q.$e Role Ko5€. and Le.d

1 On the morming of the 12th at 4,20 a.m. the 43rd Battalion moppeu
this area inc#@lding the village of MERICOURT. A. Coy advanced and
occupied £he high ground in Q.6e.d. while B. and D. Coys mopped Wp the
village. The three Companies then advanced and cleaned up the whole
area including CATEAUX Wood. C. Coy was 1n r'eserve.

The operation was completed without a casualty, though later in the
day one officer and two men were wounded by enemy shell fire. The enemy
commenced to shell our peosition at 11 a.m.

Our captured included 85 prisoners, 13 light Machine guus and a larg
quantity of signalling stores including a cable wagon.

A Regimental Headquarters in CATEAUX Wood was found unocccupied. A
British prisoner belonging to tne Signalling Section of the He.A. was
re=~captured from the enemy. . |

On the morning of the 12th, the 42nd Battalion worked out and made
good the ground as far east as R.8.d. and R.14.b. Their left flank
| rested on the road running N.W. from R.9.central, and as their flank

was unprotected, the 43rd battalion was ordered to send uUp a company
i to £ill the gap between tne road and the River SOMIE,
: 0. Coy under Cgpt Oswald MC moved outto take up this position. When
the Coy reached R.2. east of our front line, the enemy put down a heavy
barrage of H.E. and Gas, Although the Coy suffered casualties, they
pressed forward and reached their objective linking up with the 42nd.

The casualties wereé 2 killed and 22 wounded. Cpl Shaw who so
gallantly won his D.C.M, at HAMEL on July 4th,dlied of wounds.

On the night of 12/13th the Battalion was relieved by the 7th Border
Regt. L7th Division, and moved back into our old front line near HAMEL.

The men werevery tired having had no, sleepfor 48 Urs.

T T - W T

G T R R e

; "’!". | .
------- f‘% Vitc 7, it et en LA @
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