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EEﬁTﬁﬁiOHE for Period 28nd. August £0 August 27thi, 19189
NARBATIVE :
1« During the 20the and 2lst. August, while Brigade Wwas rosting

in bivouacs in SAILLY-lo~SEC = SAILLY LAURETTE locality on North bank
of S0IUE (Brigado Hoadquarters established at J.2Gec.5¢6, in dugout
in LDAILLY-le~SHC), orders were received to be r eady for activo opsra-
tilorms within the next 48 hourgs

The 5rd. Australian Divigion were liaison Divigion between
the 3rd, Eritish CUorps and Australian Corps with general instruct-
iens Jo advance aleng the North bank of the SOMINE River on a frontage
vaoying from 2000 to 4000 yards; and act as Right: (South; flank %o
Jrc, Oorps linking up with the 5th, Australian D.vision who wero Lo
anttaeck Fustorly along South bank of SOMIE Rivers

Seversl Conferences of Battallon Ca0S8« With G.0.C. Brigade
took vlace on 20th. and 2lst., August,

e Cri ovening of 2lete.; deflinite instructions were given tc
move this BrlgaGe up to agsembly lines 3000 to 4000 yards West of
village of 2RAY ocarly the following morning.

At tnis time the Brd, Australian Pioneor Battalion defonded the
Iront line on the Eastern sico of the ETINEHEM Poninsula, Divisional
Southbrn front, With 9th, A.Is Brigade holding Divisional Northern
flonk which extondod to about Le.B.Contrals The 1l4lgt. Brigade were
on Lhs Nortilh Tlanite

The Sth, Australian Division were on the South of the Rivers
Unlts of llthe A.I, Brigado duly advancod into their respective do-
talled positions on morning of the 22nds August, Without special
neldente Wiffliculties Were experienced oWing to heavy onemy shell-
ing of the locality during tho morning; which caused some casualtdes To
our Bgltalionss :

The 44the and 43rd. Battallions were Porward Battalions on Right
and Left resgpectivelys 42nd, Battalion Support and 4lst. Battalion
HG6461V0 Brigade Hepadguarters were obtablished at Ki22.dsle6® in a
“ugoult lately occuplied Dy the onomys General CANNAN and Staff mcved
forward to this position about 8 s.ms on 22nds August from SATLLY«lo-
SINH ™

1

Battalions rested during the day (22nds) and our G.0.C. had a
Conference With C,08,., at 430 pems to discuss our probable omployment
alter the aftack by the 10th., A.I, Brigade on BRAY which was to take
nlaces the followWwing morning 23rd. August, hile this Conference Wwas
in progress at 6,30 pems confirmed messages were received that a heavy
eneny counter attack on the 47ths British Divisional front (on our Left
flark ) had driven thom back nearly 1000 yards and that the enemy were
aavancing across HAPPY Valley in Fe264ds, Fe27¢be,y Le2sbese and L,Sea. ,
thus threatening the Northern flank of this Division. - :

Orders were immediately given to meet thig new situation and
cur Battalions disposed to form a defensive flank. Fortunately the
onemy wag not successful in further developing his attack and oondit-
ions again becamo normal about 10 pe.ms With enemy in possession of
EAPPY Valleya -
| Battallone were ordered to take up their orlginal positions
and this 7ag completed about 2 aem¢ 23rd* Units rested as much as the
hoavy onemy shelling would allow during the day folloWwing.

On 24th. August at 1 aem., 10th, A.I. Brigade lsap-frogged
through the 9th. A.,T. Brigado, attacked and captured the village of -
BRAY, establishing a defensive line 500 yards East of the Village ,
the enemy showlng very little resistances The British troops alsc
abtacked simultaneously over the ground lost on the night of 22/23rd*
of August and re- ostablished themselves East of their original line.
Over 100 prisoners were takeon in HAPPY Valley, all of whom wero on
the point of retirlng from that position oWing %n th e Harassing art-
i1llery fire directod on them during the period they had re~occupied 1te
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24th, Augustoe =
' Enemy continued to shell the back areas, ana gome 0L ole

localities our troops were oceupying Were shollod intormittontly
during the day with guns firing from positiona & long Way Fast of
hig previous night'e locationss Bombing T'planses algo haraspssed cur
troops during the night.

At 4230 pvme a Gonferonco of C.0s. Was held at Brigade
Headquarters ( by General CANNAN) to give final detalls of tho
attack by hie Brigadc on the folloWing morning, viz., the cap-
turing of the high ground Eagt of BRAY in Ls5., Te79¢, L.18° and

Leds

Digpogiticnse
iist, Battalion %to act as Brigadec Regerve, 42nd., Battal-

=
=

X jon to exploit with two Companies to a further depth of from 1000
to 1500 yards Hast of the objectives 43rd. and 44th. Batiallons
to abtack on Left and Right respectively, bhaving 7th. Londeon
Battalion on tho lef't ﬁng 10th: A.I. Brigado on right, tho chjest~
ive being geueral line L.ll:3s7e¢Be, Le¢S5eds4e0,, and LadoheBeB,

A protective artillery barrage was to be provided and Zero hour
Pixed at 2030 s.nme

ge.peme ~ Battalions commenced to move forward to their assombly
positions zhd at 1:45 as.m. all Units woro in position and readi-
ness with cloase ‘iaison with each other and flanks,North and South,
no casuslties being sustained ., At midnight G.0.0. and Staff moved
forward and established Bripado Headquarters at L.l4eb.2«3e

2430 ae.ms= Zoro nour barrage of artillery and Machine Gung fell

%00 yards East of our Jjumping off line and at Zero plus 4 minutes
moved forward at ratec of 100 yards in four minutes until it reacncd
the BROVN Line whero it remained until Zero plus 118 minutcs. -
During the halt a portion of the guns abhrchod 1000 yvards Basgt of The

BROWN Line . [nemy retaliation Was weak and scattored and didnot
impede the progress of our troopswho followed closcly on our barrago®
Z.aem,~ A donse fog settled over the whole area, rondering mainuen—
ance of direction very difficulte
3,55 gemes~ Success Signal Vas received intimating that Battalions had
reachod their objectives. During this operation practically no
opposition was met and our losses oxtromely light. 44ths Balttallon
took only three prisocners from Whom 1t Wasg agocertained that the
enemy in anticipation of our attack had withdrawn his mein force at
11 pem. on the previous night, leaving only amall posts containing &
few merns = T
Accordipg to plan 42nd. Battalion troops passed through lines
of 44th, Battalion at the final objlective and procoeded to oxploit
and mop up area to Bast of that llne f'or about 1000 yards through
CEYLON Wood. . A,roeconnoliring party from the 44th, Pattalion went
beyond this Wood“from some dugouts apparently uncbserved by eXploit-
ing troops took 37 prisoners,
. The fog 1lifted about 10 aeme
1130 asme~ Instructions for farther advance by 43rds and 44th.
Battalions in conjunction with the 10th. A.I, Brigade on our Right
were received, the operation to take place at 1 psme This advance
was later postponed to 3 pems and was still later put off till 10 p*mo.
Enemy movement was detected during the day at A.<8. and men
geen leaving VAUX Wood in disorder. Enemy Balloon observation
caused considerable trouble and his artillery heavily shelled
throughout. the day, principally directed on forward areas and prac-
tically sotablishing a barrage on West odgo of and through CEYLOR and
_ TRIGGER. Woods(L,6+a. and ¢, and 12.8., and o0.). Artillery mainly ¢ om-
; priged 1045 om., 15 cme. and 8" guns. it _ |
’ 12 Noons~ -The Battalions wont forward towards the Hill in L.5" and
L. IT, On reaching its orest the assaulting troops were met with a
heavy barrege from Macliine Guns and fiold guns firing at short range.
41pt, Baltalion remained in close touch with 48nd., the 10th, Brigade
‘on Right and Britich troops on Left,

it
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, ~arly in tho pperation the 13th., Light Horse attompted to
novTeTy sward, but were hold up by heavy enemy shellingjust East of
GO and BYLILO ¥ Voods .

e Dositions of Battalion Headquarters at this period werei.

4lat. Battalion, [ LabeCelba05e
'fl“ﬁlltj., B-ﬂ.tt&liﬂn* " Li 11!}3'5'?'
LOrde Battalions e LedeQ,2e7 e
2eth, Battalions " s La10v8,1e7s

7445 pemew Orders wore recoived by 43rd. and 44th, Battalions to move

T orWercL ;_'Ln E:C‘H{Jpﬂfﬂtimﬂ Wwith the 7"}}1. Londons on our left Northern
flanlzs  The move, hoWevor, did not commenco until 10 Peme and that

of' 7the Londons at 10,15 pem,: contact with this Battalion could =ot

bo _ostablished, <3rd, Battaliog advanced and reached a line G,lebe
20 W0 Le2500,8%0, Wlth a dofonsive flani thrown back as touch could
not bo maintained with the English troops (7th. Londons).44th, Battalion
or. Lne right occupied a line 300 yards in advance of 4%3pd., Battslions

f-':' ._I' - L I'n. ¥ - Al
ul VIS T

{fﬂligﬁﬁ'i During the night the 43rd. and 44th, Battalions mado & i D
Lhor advance Destwards, making a line at daylight running approxinately

; d " er Angﬁtﬂigo'(}ﬂ', € .3.50130-; L}IrJIGll'SiB{}a.F
Ga®eCu20600s 0 GoBoae20¢00e; fromthence the 10ths - Brigade carried it %o
BDOUT CeBaceD,00 Heavy Machine Gun fire was nst with during thesc
edvancea ant Lhe execellent morale of our troops was manifested by Lheir
dotormined and aggresgsive tactice in outflanking these Machine Guns
and silencing thom,

Noon. - About midday the 10tha and 11lth,. Brigadcs attacked to ogtabh-
fish the "C" line, 4B3rd. Battalion on Left and 44th. Battalion on Hignt
of 1lih, Brigedc Zfrontages and this objective was captured on the right -
up te the Cppec "L" 1n G,3¢ and the line pushed out to the odge of YAUX
Hood,On the left the 43rd. Battalion Wero held up by heavy HMachine Cun
idire from Hutments in A.27«d,, MARICOURT Valley and Copse "J". |
8¢350 pernis = A Gompan- of 43rd., Battalion pushed out about 300 yards and
commenced congolidation on a 1ine A,27¢0,20¢80, linking up with 44th®
Battalion at G.2:D,50.80,

E%EO peus~ 4lst, Battalion moved forward, pasging through the 43rd. at
Ll Pl

27 the Auguste
2 8 e Mo - Orders were isgued to the 4lst. Battalion that at 4¢55 aem®
that Battalion was to be employed in an attack in conjunction with
the 174th., Brigade, 58th. Divieion, and take the trench system BEast of
JARTICOURT |
4255 asm.~ The barrage opened and the 41st. Battalion moved forward®
The artillery start line was AeRBvasBe4d” t0o AuRB8v0eB65.25, and the barragze
on apening rested 20 ninutos beflore the first 1lift, after which the rate
wags 4 ninutes every 100 yards, - _
Gs Qenle- "C" Coye 41st, Battalion reached their line and commencsd +to
consolidate Without mush resistance, but on "B Coye pagsing them heavy
Sighting Was met with, but "O" Coy. effectively co=operating, this was
soon ovorcome, "B" Coys made excollent use of thoir Machine Guns and
trench Howtars for covering fire, and pressing on established thelr ob-
Jective in spitc of the resistance,

wmaechine Gune still continued to harass the position from A.29,Cent-
ral  and nade it almost imposeible to move about in the vicinity of the
objoctives

This latter fire died down during the afternoon.
8,5 asme=~ After gevers fighting the Right flank of the Battalion took its

obJective and consolidated, uring the day a great deal of sniping took
place; the enemy ocoupying the trenches in A,29+vb, ‘and CHAPEAU do GENDARUE

shewed greal aggressivenessg, but our men maintained the guperiority and
eventual E_Gilenced hime '
L

Night 27th/20th, August.

: b Brigade was relieved by 9the A,I,Brigade, our Units moving
back to their late locations North and East of BRAY with 44th, Battalion
Just West of BRAY., Relief complete at 2¢B30 a.ms

| Jiws it s W meme s
| ¥ . 2 -
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NARRATIVE OF EVENTS
: . Trom - -
T P ! 22/8/18 to 27/8/18

' e ¢
L{,E}_-Q"h"#"ﬁ sca 17V laf G2¥ a 62 . '

In co=operation with the 3rd Corps, the 9th A.l. ﬂrlgada were tﬂ
attack and capture the ureen Lind® from L.elS5.beb5:.80¢= LelOcCelBsde~ .
Le4eGe45.,70. Oon 22/8/18. When the 1llth wrigade were to continue 3
advance to Yellow and ureen Line, but the rate and length of advance

| wag dependant on the rate and length of advance of 47tné Division

7 on the left. The Battalion boundary ran from K.l7.ceniral to L.8.

centrale LeBe@e4.9. = N.Es along road F.298F.24 (inclusive) wnile

the Battalion was Larmad'qp onn ite assenbly position at 7 a.me. 100 ;

vards West of road running North and South in L.l5.a.

-The approach maerch was made under very heavy shell fire and many
cgsualties were sustained as a result, and the companies took shel-
ter in trenches in the vicinity. |

Owing to the.troops of the 47th Division falling@ back under pressure
| the Battalion with the 44th pattalion on right were ordered at 6.30

p.m, to take up a position of defence in L.l3%.a. in a N,BE. direction.
This was accomplished at about 9.50 p.m. the disposition of the
spattalion were from right to left A. D. C. COoys with b. Coy in
support and BeH.Q. in K.l8.b.4e5,
At 10 pems the Battalion received orders to move back to original
positione in KpR2.25. and 24. witn B.H.Q. in K.22.0.1.6. This was
Eﬂﬁplﬁtﬂd at 2 a.m. on morning 2&/8/18.
the day of 23rd was spent in re-equipping and resting the Battalion.
At 4-30 p.l, on August 24th a conference was neid at prigade where
particulars of further attack on 25th were given for the operation
on August 26th, the 44th pattailon and 43rd pBattalion on right and
left respectively, and the 2/10th London on the left were to attack,
nosa ¢capture and consolidate tne general 1ine L 1l.d.7.5. L.5sde4.0.
| LeDebhebede at 2.50 a.m. under protection of an artiilery barrage.

The Battalion dispositions were as follows:s
. A, Coy right, C. Coy left, with b. and D. Coys support on right
and left reespectively. _

The approach march was accomplished from bivouacs guite safely
asgisted by battalion guldes, and Battalion was in position on
ascembly point slightly west of grid line between L.3. and L.4. and
L.9. and L.10., at 1l.45 a.m.

The frontage allotted the battalion was ITOm LeDeCe4eSe= LebHede4e0e

At 3.55 a.,m,. the success signal was received thal the pattallion had
reached its objective. This was accomplished witn no opposition,
and wit., the loss of 1 officer and 6 other ranks wounded,

pattalion ue.Qe. was established in L.l4.be4.7. until 11 a.m. when
ﬂ-.l:l-Q,- moved to L. 4. d. .:..-g?;

At 7.45 p.m. orders were received to move forward in co-operation
with the 7th Londons bn at 10,15 p.m. Contact with this pattalion
could not be established.
| ¢ The Battalion advanced and reached a line u.l.b.2.2. to A. 35,0 8.0 .*

with a defensive fiank tnrown back owing to toucu not obtained with
= left Battalion. The 44th Battalion on our right was in harmony with
' S o

\ At 8.5 a.m. 26/8/18 orders were received to make "GY Lines Owing

to position not veing cleared up %ae on left, Lhﬂ pattalion did not
advance until 1,30 p.m. and rested on line .2 eRe7e O Ac26.Ce%eb.

ed W th gttall on the left: touch was
ggggamggggiggagagnﬂ %Et%%n % l th.na%%a¢1mn.

il KiSinie 55?5 "k

i e O e . ==

S e TR .
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Bventse 22(2'?(8{13 CON, !:_

) { = ey QPPE ~olix 7

-
Nl ™ el .4:. iy i

Owing ﬁaﬁﬁuavy enemy barrage and liachine Gun Fire, the further advance |

was not possible withoutb great loss, but Sovering parties pushed ?ut
about 300 vards. At dusk, b. CGO¥ pughed out and commenced consolld-

‘atiog on line A.27.C.20.80. An international post was established

at A, 26.3.90.90, Line of consolidation linked up with 44th Batitalion
85 GeB.De50.80. This was accomplished without casualties,.

The casualties for the day were 1 officer and 25 other ranks.,

At 11,30 p.m. 26th August, orders were received that the 4lst Battalior
were operating for purpose of establishing a line from G.4.central to
As27.0065.,25. and that when established, the Battalion was to withdraw
to positions in L.5. and L.ll. The witndrawal of tiwe companies was
completed at 5 pe.m., but the heavy enemy artillery action caused the
B. and D, Coys to be up until it ceased, and the Battalion was in
pogition at 9.15 a.m, : .

Total casualties for whole operation was 6 officers and 100 other

rank :
Be J———— -—-:n _..,.._’.

I___l'-- I_] F , r'h! . !.-_ i " ] .
= — e e— ' J - f i I_ i | 1
L§ e | hI
' &4 T4 &£ s
) | . | [|n ==

fiézgtidatéh@ﬂfafiijzétjthL *
llﬁll.il".'.lFrﬁ-ﬁ_?l'l .-l-lti.ll- -..Majﬂr.
G tdrrnces . Conmd Bor=650., 43rd Infantry pattalion A.l.F.
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[23/60/24 | furt 3]
//,D,Oerzd/x 7

Iwo pages frled /.7/0,06”6{13( 3 fﬁﬁ/@
éda‘ry with %f/opmd/k 7,

They  are
P v § S Map shmw}?j area affacked o7

25/26 Aug 1918 , north of bray.

p 72 M@o .sﬁawz??j ared ocam‘cd éy
Battadion 20 fo 24 /—7%7 7978 .
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MESSAGE FORM.

Division.

Map Reference or Mark
on Map at Back.

S R R T S [T T : — S — =
2. | am at ... . _andam consolidating.
3. | am at_ v e v - oand have consoligated.
4, AmheldupbyMG.at__ == ) =E
5. | need: Ammunition
Bombs
Rifle Grenades
Water
Verey Lights
Stokes Ehells
G. Counter-attack forming up at__ Yol
- 7. | am in touch with on E'E ht At Uw_ | <
8. ! am not in touch on Ele ,:_'t‘ |
9. Am being shelled from. L AL - 8 __/
10. | estimate my present strength at. _ .- A lpifles.
(Battery Lol
11. Hostile - Machine Gun active at L s Lerih
'Trench Mortar’
Time L oimi. Namg__ - St vl L W
Platoon
Date Company -
Battalion
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MESSAGE FORM.

~ Division.

Map Reference or Mark
on Map at Back.

1. | am at

2. | am at .~ ___andam consolidating,
Q. Quame af o L8 el 0 7 Wemndhave consolidated.
4. AmheldupbyMG at__ .. -
5. | need: Ammunition

Bombs

Rifle Grenades

Water

Verey Lights
Stokes Shells
G. Counter-attack forming up at__

; Right
7. | am in touch with on | at

. Right.
8 | am not in touch on L{Ia 9

9. Am being shelled from.__

10. | estimate my present strength at.

(Battery Ny
11. Hostile - Machine Gun activeat
'Trench Mortar!

Time _ : iy Nathe ... Lt WL
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Tnstructions _sgarding War Diaries and Intelligence 3
Summaries are contuined in I, 8. Tegs, Part IL ARY. ¥
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
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Instructions resarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in I 8, Regs., Part 11,

and the Staff Manual respectively. 'litle pages
will he prepared 1n manusecript. (Erase heading not vequired.)
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Place | Date | Hour |

August l#t-8th,

August 8hh onwards.
‘had to be modified., The lMaltese Cart was taken as first line transport and folliowed pattalion

'Headquarters wherever such was possible. Large stocks of dressings, stretchers and baankets
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Sumrmary of Fvents and Information

ReMe0's WAR DIARY AUGUST 1918

This period was spent mainly in preparation for the offensive, The sattalion was out

etc., were also obtained.
From the start of the offensive, on August 8th, all pre-existing medical arrangements

were carried as at times it was hard to get supplies from ambiances. vasualties at first in

‘this pattalion were not very numerous and no difficulty was exprienced in evacuating them in

the ordinary waye .
¥rom 13th to 17th the Battalion came back to near Hawel and rested. vhkean changes and

hot baths were obtalned. |
From 17th onwarde we had more casualties, making total for the montan 150. Owing to

rapid forward moves it was impossible to reconndire and establlish ald posts, the most sultable

spot on arrival was used and with the help of pattallion Pioneers and attached Engineers some

'sort of accomodation was alwaye provided.

General health of the Battallon has been excellent conslidering the strenuous month they

have put in. A tendency to furunculous became evident towards the end.
| Water has generally been supplied from fixed points and brought up in water carts and
petrol tins-~ Some welle in enemy territory were used after testing for bacillary and mineral

oisons
4 Gs-uparatiun with Fleld Ambulances has been very good and in spite of frequent rushes

of casualities no difficulty was experienced in clearing qulokly.

ecoeeesce n';’a'tﬁi'i.hf“ti‘l cessecoevapt,

R.JiQ. 43rd Infantry psattalion. A.I.F.

(Ajoga). Wit WizSzo/Miz2e3. 75 w00 i1y D. D, & L., Ltd. Forms/C.2118/14.

| ' i \

‘around vaue and Corbie, Extra stretcher bearers were trained, supplies of stretchers, draaaingu%
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