AWM4

Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,
1914-18 War

Infantry

Item number: 23/29/31

Title: 12th Infantry Battalion

September 1917

AWM4-23/29/31

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1005665



i'lr

S .

[ f’f , | ‘___,.- I ot
: 12" BallaLisr WAR DIARY \/ T Army Form C. 21--13.?"'
" ' - i i : 3 i{. Av or L. | =
. nstructions -ding War Diaries and Intellige:
: tsiifmﬁgﬁif Efnmiid ilﬁrl?‘?g. Regﬂ_.ie Pﬁnﬁ ) % INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. r? Pl q ‘
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages Al * 3 aqg
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not required.) .
| Remarks and .
| Place Etf; Hour Summary of Events and Information T:ﬁﬂf r.':
E S’xf'.l‘;“l'!.'?"-..‘5?5-::3"“1r | /E{ | &m«?l/ud‘s‘ ;ﬂ«oﬂw 4@17 IR | Div. (orastndiry drgund 4,.«_,{4,&&'? [rn.a-umjr
y 3 e R, §. Wakduk '}{&M frw MM?*J 6‘1’/ :
J jﬂwa#w ﬂfffx,{; A ey Froudonds adly .
¢ G o, ?m /Em,dta&fi adrdl. &mé 0~ fa . ;::-/ p*hette 6¢ 7 falls 57 12 Balle s/
/ () &t g#(,g.{..-ﬁ‘ 0§% °1f
9 V74 0 wWernl wh /.L/L. /v-rww‘l'ﬁi{/ anta/ J{W A NNBAA AL all %‘(/M SAroCecole ot ‘é DEVONS HIRE
‘ LINES amd wttwed é,.—?o o a modid Goum new €orfs {{#"M.
I M WW 20, s %m M fﬂva,&&_f_, Acanr ViELX BERAG /W 'ln.r’/.u!aé -Et.-f‘;.l'.ﬂ M&K:&
h ?M W e lalln Wy lecdored o W ‘t’?’ ) Jj | 'dC{:ﬂ?@ tow
[' ThieusHow K 413 | Af; STEENT-JE al 0930 frpeccdids wa STRAZEGE « aRESTRE & THIEUSHOU K, ) i REIENS sy
| i v@E CROIX 2w > oot _
:WIH:EH HoE K e Y V 'é"Z’ ;@M* A:é ;‘Fﬂ g a‘{i W/IPRPEWMHO EN arCa &ovrf"!‘z W!’W 0‘"’4//! M

OUDER DOO M

:rum-}:nu BELGE
AL FWAY Housk

Feon+ ¢y NE

e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Pﬁw

Procwdis £ Meo-may Coamps o OUPERDOM orea.
’ﬁu} dal W rf»amﬂ,&h ,a/urv M{f Wﬂ.
A 00, awe mercd vim Yenefusen b a bwsvac Naw CHATERY

Moved é%%ﬂ-ﬁ-{., Titove @#M% ISE
o efiratioma, o report allaclid

O bung nelunmtd vy K bmu o# 0226
Hosay Wremasedd Move wndil 2= ar0g akon

DICKFOUSCH HU7TS
AsB34 Wi Wig73/M687 750,000 8/16 D). D. & L. Ltd. Forms/C.218/13.

Mf PSP AU A /a/a/ﬁuo )MMLM A f/’i‘h/' Lot . Jgtélﬂf.{.ﬂavt'ca Aodld w MW

BELGE.

%aﬂmﬁ.‘f wg//m H”m»;
b 17 ra ity an mevid bockt 4 Fodfuray

IR

e

S A

RCDIG1005665



¥,

Poved frm STEEN vOOR OF é motsy tude al Woy FOotvouacd v ar B AN %mcﬁ ¥R |
ékﬂﬁ-«y Maf—ﬂ{ﬁq_mﬁ ﬁﬁraﬁ;&? /& M w Ko Ay —2re o4 -fﬂx..‘/é /Mﬁ ;céﬁa.f(f 2038 % A

o e - m
A : | =g
/e /ﬁm WAR DIARY i Army Form C. 2118.
3 i,D/ /?,;:Ea 3 Vet A
I i ding War Diari d Intelli
P Bimaria are contained in 1. 8. Negs., Port 1T 417"  INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. Boge 20. |
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages : ' ,
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading mnot required.)
Remarks and |
Place ;I;a; Hour Summary of Events and Information T::Eeiff ;_-: ” f
STEENVOORDE | 23 Q‘!‘M{ﬁ, / /rw'ér Jam Lo STEEN VoS RDE aroJ M!ﬁ#ﬁ‘ ;- #f
W welsils j{'w RouQe cRoyx PefOmed Ul /w/; ﬂfa?-f W@? é//* LEBYRT 2%¢rs, C.BRI1DGER
» E.R. FACEY. L% 7.A LAY 7&-&,—4& /h:m ot el ;{7(;7! alop L7, FE PRIJDOE . M |
26 r [.2-'“-'".{1: S.\V. G/8Sow, Ww«#«ru.ww Jﬁfuo. Arreed . M
A8 | éﬂ""/’ﬁ é&ﬁww ;(»rmwﬁﬁ M .‘ 5/;1.,.‘3‘//4 ) gﬁ{ﬁrg f‘?# ?,q i w

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

/

q@ ,é(/ &l
: W /A ‘7‘£'~

As334 Wi Wygz3/M687 750,000 8/16 D). D. & L. Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13.

= —_ ., T —

O

RCDIGT005665



- __* » -
v
?
" L
¢
£
<
i |
: i
o . &l
¥ . =]

il )
=

SES N __S

-
-
w
L]
]
- e
- & >
h—‘-
A . & -
: <
— | - — .. o _—_"" -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0O05665



S%m- =1 APPENDI& m7

e ATTALT ON HEADQUARTHRS,

+Reference Sheet HOOGR 1/10,000,

".‘

. is The srd Austrelisn Infantry Brigade. in conjunction with the 2nd,
Australlan Infantry Rrigade on the right and the 7th, Australian
| Infantry Brigade on the left will capture the enouy defended area
e NONNE BOSSCHAN - POIXGONIVELD on a day o be notified, The lst,
s Avnstralian Infanhry Brigade, in divisional reserve will bhe helding
% the present front line,

2. The Brigade Boundaries sret |
Right;~ A line fron 8q.J5.18 Central to Road ‘unction Sq.J.14.A,60,.58
thence threugh Y. in GLINOORSE WO0D . J. 10.0.0.5, . -

Leftt- A line from 39.7,18,8,0,7, tharough i in CHATEAI STAMLES te

Ldgh of wood ut 8q,7.17A.60,06 thenee thrvugh P. in
LOTXRORTEVILD,

.3, Objectives are allotbed 2s below { vide also attached plan ).
1st,0bhjective ~1llih Batt lion « Line marked RID,

3 B Mmd.ObJedtive -12th,Battalion - Tine mamu& BILUE,

: PG, 0pjostive ~Lise marked GREEN -~ This line will he esplarad by
two Batt.lions - 10th.,Battalion on “he right,

. : ath,Battalion on tha laft, The interbhatizlion
boundary 12 the point Sq.,J.0.D.3.0,

4, The atlack will be deliverad in three stages in the leap-frogm
- prineiple, ench babtailon dsploying two Companies in the front lins
and two in savnort, |
AsCompany will he on the right and D,Conpany on the left,
Ihe inSorcompany boundary will e a line fron J,8.0.7.2, =
Ju. DTy = Ju7,0,75,70, the road throuht the objsotive at the last
named point being inelusive %o A,Company, ~
- B.lonpany will mop-up &8 sar para 8, and C,C0ompany will be
- employed a3 earrying party,
= 1 seetion Lizght Trench Mortars will be alleotted %o sach Battalion
: e stages of the atluck are az followsse .

1,3TAGE 3., The advanse to the R LINE,

The birrage will be put down 150 y »ds in front of
the Infantry line of departure, The whole Drigade will |
imeediately eomnence to move forward,the llth,Battalien .
preassing e¢lose 4o tha barrage, '

At plus four ths barrage will advance for 150 yards
as Lhe rate of 100 yards in four ninutes; thereaffer and
up to the RED 1ine it will slacken pass o 100 |
3 minutes, The bharrage will halt in front of the RED
LINE for 45 minutes, |

The 1lth,Batialion will, under this barrage sapture
&ll enswy sirong points in this area and the objective -
line will he consolidated, 3

The remalning troops of the Arigade will at the same
bine get as far forward as posaible, and the 12th.Battalion
into position immadiatal{ in rear of the RED LINE,
proparatory to resunhing the advanece,

11.5TAGE &, The advange %o the BIUL LINFg

Between the R sand BIUE LINZS the barrage will travd
&t 100 yards in 2 minutes, '

e SR

P
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% (2). | i:ILFE \DIX i
‘11 STAGE 2. Cont'd, J

The 1l2th.Battalion will press up under the barrage
wop-up Hhe area and capture and consolidate the BLUE LINE.

In froant of the BLUE IINE thek barrage will halt
1% hours. |

111 S5TAGE 3, fhe advance to the GRIEEN LINE,

The 9th.and 10th,Battzlions will push through the
18th.Battalion and capture and consolldate the GREEN LINE,

8. B.Gompany (Capt,Il.N.HOLYMAN) will mop-up the whole of the
area between Lhe RED and BLUEL lines, The Company will bs extended
in lines of sections in file at 356 yards intsrvel, Platoons from
the right being No,5 Lt .WARDLAW) o.8(Sgt, TAYLOR-VERNON) No,7
(1t.CAMPBELL) No,.8 (Lt,THOMPSON)., -

Strong points at J.9.0.3.5, and 6,6, will be consolidsted
and garrisoned,

G @ Se tions 3rd.M,G,.Gompany will follow B,Company and will
smplace their gune in the 2nd.0bjewtive,

T After each objective has been capiured the Unlt in Garrison
uill be reprganised to repel counter attacks, -To this end
= forward and flank routes will be reconnolitred.

'J' - 8, 1lth,Battalion will maintain liaison with lath,Battalion,

| A.Gompany will msintaln lialson with ot Batlalion and D,

* Company with oth,Battallon, Lieut,J.J KEEN with bHth.,Battalion on
our right and Lieut,W,H,E, HALE with 7th,Brigade on our left,

. Tach liaigson officer will be accompanied by LWO mainers.

| . A.Company will 21a0c detail & patrol of 1 N,C,0, &nd 4 men |
who Will be statione . ab J.9.0.0.#, o maintaln touch with a patrol
fron Bth.Battalion and D.Company a similar patrol EEXmxImixix ab ’
J.7.A.85.,30, for the ?7th,Brigade patrol.

9. (2) lLocatlon Points and Finger posts etc. As alds ia locéting
pogitions triangular marks coloured RED,BLUE and GREEN regpectively
will be set up at points 100 yards in rear of the centre of the

RED, BLUE, and GREEN objectives,
They will be placed in position as follows;-

12

o RPD MARK - #&th, Babtalion - Location J.8.,D.%.5, C{/’éfaf "C‘/-MV)
Bi,UE MARK - ;&tlﬂ,t.Battalian « location - J.G.G.ﬂ.ﬁ.(w
aRTEN MARK - 10th.Batbtalion - Looation - J.0,D. 4.9,

() Fingure posts as guiding points along route to and from
Battalions and Brigade report centre will be set up ny Intelligence
platoon, at distances of 180 yards, |

(c) B.Company will run a white tape along the centre of the line
of advance of the Battalion, |

() A. and D,Companies will detail on officer to check the line
of advance with a Prismatis Compass,

-l"

] 7,{ -'.-. ;,.. |
A ¥ A G ___Jdeut,& Adjt,
12th,.Battalion A.I.F,
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| APPENDIX
19th, AUSTRALTAN INPANTRY BATTALION OP RATION ORDER NO 3.7 |

Battalion Headquarters,
17th,S5eptenmber,

__ Sheet HOOGE 1/10, 000,
Reforence RapxNag? A<M AZxkAitazaney

) The following orders are issued supplimentary to Order No,l19.

2, The left Platoon of D, Company will capture md consolidate
a strogs poot ab J,0.,A.5,3, and will only be used for any other
% purpose in case of extreme wurgency, The risht platéen of
| - A Company will act similarly at J,0.0.952¢ inginecr personnel
- has been detailed to asasist at thode two poats,

S When the moysping up of the area between the 1lst.and ond.,
objzctives 1a completed the twp centre platoons of B,Company will
takem over 200 yards of the centre of the 2nd,objective from
A, and D,C .mpanys, The two outer platoons will establizh small
strong points between the two objectives,

4, In the event of ~th, and l0oth, making mood the 3rd,objective
and their flanks beling unprotected units on the ll‘mh g

i ~ not cening up, B,Company will be responsible for holding the
i

flanks from the Mnd,forward to the 3rd,ohjective,establishing
strong peolnts from the two outer platoons detailed in para 3,

Be C.Conpany will be employed at firast solely as carrying party.
When dumps Nos,3 and 4 in 2nd,objective are once filled 2
will suffice for this work, The othor two platoons will take
N gover between the first and ‘nd,objectives, and will be held
L - to n;ﬂkl znmxiis 3 the nwum in cas¢e assistance 1s asked
or +OFr nd,Br es, Qr reinforce RB.Con; in proteciiy
the forward flanks as in parﬂ. 4, _ oo ?

| 8  In the event of the oth,and 10th,Battilions being driven in
by a counter attack,D.,and A,Companies will in turn at onee counter
attack without waiting for orderas from higher authority, taking
all men of fth,and 10th,with thenm,

| All ayailable men of B,and C,Companies between the lst, nd
} nd.objectives will be sent into the md,objective and hold same,

.I. " "..-.--'
: e
ﬁaﬁ Ibe& AdJt.
AT nnE

Issued at 1730,

Distribution as per battalion order No,l?o.

N
= TR — S = T e R ——._ S _I_'J
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APPENDIX

. BHOReED, 0OPY 0., 7, v0e. 9

K
[ .1_.[;5\*\ 19, RMSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION ROUTINE ORDER NO .19,

SUPFLIUMND NO,3,

BATTALION HEADQUARTERS,
18th,Sep tember 19017,

- Reference Sheet HOOGE 1/10,000,

y Bayonets will not be fixed until artil barr
. * COMmMnence s, s e -

. 3. Prisoners of waAr will be sent under escort of s1
wounded men to Brigade Headquarters, They should btsg:ig
A3 r-aliofq siretcher bearers if possible, .

3, Intelligence platoon will search for ma
ps etc, as per
spsclal Instructions to Intelligence officer., | ende
will give all possible unatanlﬁe. - — -

e 4 4. No use will be made of the telephone befors zero hour
‘-"ﬂ‘ Companies wi%l rsport % Batt:lion Headquarters By mmtr:
) ::;::nmn rations arrived" will signify that units are in

8, Barrage maps have been issued Co toon
ave . and Pl
Commanders will note that barrage is notnmalul t: line

of advance, Care
g must be taken that men do not diverge to

8. R-A;P. will be at J’.-li.A.iS-W--

7. _ lieut,R W, FLEICATR will act as liaison
. . officer wi ®
;l::-:;til:;nu?g ro.a.;u;,.g.m.mz will placse the RED mﬁhﬁm
i ly. eV lUagD, ¥, Paras 8 and #.will be amnended

Lisut,
i2th,Battalion AIF, o i

Issued at 1730,
Disposal as per Order No,lo,
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Y 18th, BATTALION A M_APPEND IX

1
Report of Operations near POLYGON WOOD 30/21st,8eptember 1917

The objective assigned to this ExkExkkxam Unit for the attack on
20/9/17 was the "BLUE LINE", approximately the W, edze of POLYGON WO

T.e Battalion moved into HALF WAY HOUSE on morning of 1oth,

- Tt was due to pass the starting point at 0130 on 20th, but owing to bdng
blocked by 28th.,Battalion did noi pass t111l 0205,

No trouble was experienced in finding-the way to the formling up
place,but it tpok along while for the men to get up owing to the marshy
state of the ground. At 0410 all men were &n position on the tapes

on looking at the forming up place lader from the enemy's point
of view it was seen that it was the sky-line of a rise, and that the
men were evidently observed, as at about 0430 he placed a barrage on and
in rear of our front line, This continued till 0515 when 1% ceased
for a few minutes and then re~-commenced and continued with less intensity
t111 our barrage stabted at 0540,

A considerable amount of confusion was caused by the casualties
and by the men from the rear crowding forward to miss the worst of the
barrage,

- At zero hour all four battalions went over together and assisted
in the mopping up of GLENCORSE WOOD and NONNE BOSSCHEN,

While the 1lth.Battalion was consolidating the RED LINE the 18th.
Battalion was re-organised and moved forward to the BLUE LINE, -

on arrival at the edge of POLYGON WOOD it was found that tree
stunps made digging very difficul$ so a line was started just in the wood
on the right runaning back to 50 yards, in rear on the left, This was
much broken and by connecting shell holes quite a good trench was dug
by 10350. This was improved during the whole time the Battalion
was in. the line, and by the evening of the 31si, was a well constructed
1ine. The 10th,Battalion rendered a lot of help, and as they had too
many men for their front line, eventually took over about 80 yards of
the 2nd,Objective, which became too crowded after our moppingup party
came into the line,

Strong Points were constructed at the corners of the Wood at
J.9.0.8.8, and J,9,A.5,3., Each had a concrete pill box as Headquarirs,

Enemy movement was observed near the mound J.,10.A.7.8., and 1in
JETTY WOOD J.10.A.%&.B,, but artillery fire was directed onto these
and no further sign of the enemy was seen,

The relief by the 1lst.,and 2nd,Battalions passed off without
casualties, It was late owing to the lateness of orders being received,
Provided the way is well known so that there is no chance of guldes
being lost, I am of the opinion that the middle of the night is a good
time for relief, there being little shelling as a rule between llp.m,
and 3 a,n,

The barrage standing in front of an objective was not needed In
this case by the Battalion consolidating, but it mave the Battallion
attacking the next objective an opportinity for reorganization,.

Two hours in front of the 2nd.Objective was found to be too long,

Liasion between the various Battalions was good, We continually
received messages from our officers with flanking units, and their officer
s sent back progress reports from our H.Q, Touch was well kept amd
there was no need for assistance being given in any case,

Telephonic commiinigsion with Brigade forward report centre was
well maintained on the whole, b

The enemy's morale was low In case was fire from M.G., o
rifles brought to beme on our menf~ *~* Abou “¥¢ men and 3 M.Ge, were
captured in one Strong Fost. In one Pill- Rox- the Officers had not
ventured outi#ide to use latrines,but used a tin in the passage outside,

The enemy appeared to have fixed barrage lines and by observation
of these casualties were aveided,

The task of carrying from HALF WAY HOUSE and HOOGE proved almosti
too much for the Companw detailed for this duty, in view oI the marehy
state of the ground to be traversed, Rations and water were gotil
through to the front line without difficulty. 18 tins of water were
handed over in the front line on rellief,

The Battalion Headquarters for the 1lst,and 2nd,Objectives at

least should be near their Com ' M more messages_are 5
between Battallion Heaﬂquartqrapgi %Empangq % than etwggn Ba.lf:t.aff%n

Headquarters and Brigade Headquarters,
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a3 (2). APPENDIX

Mnd a great saving of time is effected, as well as saving the runners 11
Two Lewis Guns were lost owing to casualties in the gun teams, amnd
three were damaged by shell fire,
-13 enemy mavhine guns were captured, 8 are now in our possesdion,
- three were left mounted in the front line,one was handed to 2nd, M.G,0vy.
and one losl near HOOGE, owing to the men carrying it out beih being
wounded,
No record was kept of prosoners captured - probably about 40,
Total Casualties : 1 Officer killed, 1 missing, and four wounded,

Other Ranks, A, Coy. B.Coy. C.Coy. D.Coy. Tota ,
Killed 3 6 5 o 16
Missing 6 4 = 2 1e
Vounded 34 3¢ 38 37 - 138
170,
—— e —

| ;gﬂTﬂﬂ#H{f.fﬁﬁrqu;-

| —r

REPORT BY 0/G,A, COMPANY,

ASSEMBRY, |
The Company moved into position without incident and the guiding
tape was of great assistance, but had it been necessary %o wear gas-
helmeta it woulld have been extremely difficult to move from CHATEAU WOQD
forward, owing to the absence of tracks,

There was a lot of low whistling, evidently for communication
aa 1llth.,Battalion moved into position, It would have been audible to
znemy's scouts, Men did not take cover even when on a sky-line when
flares went up, and they were evidently seen by the enemy,

ADVANCE TO THE RED LINE,

On the right of the Brigade sector all units were mixed up and
there was little control,consequeht on the enemy shelling and the rough
nature of the ground, A strong concrete post which resisted in NOMNE
BOSCHEN WOOD was quickly surrounded and rushed, but the three waves of
the attack were so close to one another- really in one mass that the post
inflicté&d undue casualties, on us with ¥,.G,Fire,

ADVANCE TO BLUE LINE,

A,Companyxwas quickly reorganised while walting to advance from
the RED LINE and followed close to the Barrage meeting no opposition
except a little N.G, fire from BLACKWATCH CORNER, Our information
concerning bhe position proved very correct, and there was little tromble
in keeping direction, The BLUE Objective was rushed as soon as the
Barrage passed it, and the only Strong Post there either did not have
sufficient time, or the men were too mach d:moralized by our shell fimre,
to resist, They surrendered with twb machine guns complete,

ADVANCE TO GREEN LINE,

The protective barrage in front of the BLUE LINE seemed of un-
necessarily long duration, @th, and 10th,Battalions evidently advaneed
to their objective without incident, Wb ally
CONSQLIDATION, )

The necessity for first gaining good vover from artillery @ire
was demonstrated, A,Company firstly dug deep in selected positions
in groups of four / six men and later connected these posts by a more
shallow trench, No casualties were inflicted by the enemy's barrags
on the evening of 20th, ITf men are kept immune from shell fire they
can defeat an Infantry attack from shell holes,

COUNTER ATTACKS,

It was evident from observation that the enemy had great difficulty
and suffered heavily, in bringing his men into their assembly positioms,
They came forward in very small parties, rushing from shell hole to dhell
hole , and it must have been impossible to regain good organisation,

The men appeared to be in marchimg order,
RELIEF,

S5th,Battalion began to releive in daylight and the enemy evideéntly
surmised that that was the beginning of the general relief, If tapes
could have been laid by each unit ( Company to Battalion or to some
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central point, and thence to the rear) it would have greatly assisted
incoming and outgoing troops.
LESSONS LEARNED,
~ Our Heavy Barrage. starting the same time as the Infantry is an efctiw
counter to the enemy's principle &f defence in depth, The necessity
for keeping close to the Barrage , each man knowing as much as possilile
about his objective, line of advance and method of advance were both
epphasised, The value of rapi# converging attack on strong points was
obvious, :
ENEMY'S NEW DISPOSITIONS.
Nothing was noticed which had not been previously notified in Div.
Circulars and Maps,
ENEMY's MORALE, :
The enemy's morale was undoutably bad, He was evidently demoralised
by the weighit of our artlllery fire and our Infantry were upon him before
he could recover supficient courage to resist, and surrendeded abjectly
in most cases, His equipment was good, and food seemed to be sufficient,
His bredd was of much worse type than that sampled on the SOMME,

f_.... {. L

At C130 on 20/9/17 I moved off with B,Company from HALF WAY HOUSE
being rear. Company of the Battalion, |

At the entrance to CHATEAU WOOD C,Company stopped at Dump to
load material which then brought the Battalion into the following order
of Companys; A,D.,B, we reached the assembly position with little tromble
and no casualties, A, and D,Companies formed up along the tape, A, on
the right and D,on the left, I moved my Company up 40 yards in rear
of them across the Brigade front in the following order-of platoons from
the right 5,6,7,8,. The platoons were formed up as arranged q.e.
Lines of Sections at 40 yards intervals in shell holesy About 0430
the enemy discovered that troops were moving in front of our line and
opened a heavy Barrage,this caused some disorganization, and the troops
started to move off towards the left flank to avoid shelling,

Thls disorganisationx was only momentary, I went along towards
the left flank and ordered the men to take cover in shell holes which
they did immediately,

Our casualties from this barrage were very slight, At about ©530
A,Company of the 9th,Battalion moved up and took cover in shell holes. -
in rear of my position, <

The tapes at the assembly pointe were of great assistance in
getting into position. 5

At zero hour our barrage started and on its 1lifting the farst 1BP
yards the whole line moved forward irrespective of distancea, to enalblle
us to gé out of the enamy'd barrage, which was still on the assembly gpoint,

On moving formard towards the first objective I could only fimd
a few of the 1lth,Battalion, I took charge of that part of the line
moving the whole lot forward irrespective of company or battalion and
wWith these men reached the first objective which we started to consollidate,

There was no opposition reaching this point and enemy shelling
was well in rear of us,

& b I reported having reached first objective to Battalion Headquarters
a .
- - We reorganised the 12th,Battalion as far as possible at this point
about 0840,

- Captain MASON 1lth,Battalion with his Company came into first
objJective having got too far out to the flani, They immediately started
to consolidate the position, At O708 I pushed forward under Barrage
with 12th,Battalion towarde the 2nd,objective, The following officears
were with meXx in going forward, Lieuts, SHEPHERD, CAMPBELL, TYNAN, SANIY
BLACKLOW and WARDLAW, We reached 2nd,Objective with no opposition
capturing 7 Machine Guns and about 30 prisoners, We immediately startbed
to consolidate, approximately a long line J,9.A.8,4, to J,0.0.8,.3,

AP Company's being in the front line, mdost of the material brought
forward by C,Company had been lost in the marshed on the way to 2nd,
OBjective, in many cases the men having to be pulled out of the mud by
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their comrades, The cnnaﬁlidatian waa'halgad iiung considerably by omr
finding a quantity of Hun shovels on the objeculve,
About 10156 gth. and 10th ,Battalions passed over our lines lowards

the 3rd,cbjective, Slight enemy shelling at this period,

At 11007LtflARﬂLEW with two platoons started constructed Strong Polinis
about-J.9.0.8.5, to fill in the gap between A, and D,Company, :
At this period Lt,THOMPSON was missing and has not traced up to the pres-

ent,

A party from C.Company under Lieut, TYNAN were at this period sent
back to bring fo rward material, and establish dumps as previously arrangedl,

During the afternoon and evening our own heavies were consistamily
shelling our own lines,

About 1930 the S.0.8., signal went up from the GREEN LINE our
artillery immediately replied with a heavy barrage but no counter atiach
develo | _

Eﬂﬁilmg around our line at this period was very slight and although
enemy planes were flying low he evidently did not discoverhomr lines,

About 2100 everything was again very qubelt and remained so until
about daybreak and our consolidation was capried on with, and a good
line was established by dawn., AF dawn our artillery Barraged, Eneny
replied with some slight shelling causing no casualties,

My Company casualtkes up to this period were approximately 5 killed
13 wounded 7 missing,

About 1800 I received word from Battalion Headquarters that we were
to be relieved. that night,

About 1930 enemy opened heavy barrage about our lines most of his
shells falling Jjust in rear, S.,0.8., signals went up from right and
left flanks and also in fromt, our artillerybreplied with heavy barrage,
At 23030 oth,and 10 th,Battalions reported back that all was 0,K. on
their front and that no attack had developed, Throughout this heawy
barrage we suffered no casualties

Thimgs quitened down about 2200 and allowed our relief to take
place, A.and B,Companysof 1lst,Battalion took over our line, about
Xwamk 0100,we moved back to half way house suffering no casualties
LESSONS LEARNT a
. Car rying party - In my opinion ixm carrying party for material
is peactlically of no use while moving forward to the attack, as thelr
loads are lost through heavy shelling which causes disorganization,am
thelr loads are thrown away, I think it would best if loading partiiss
left afbr the objectives had been taken,

ASSEMBLY, - Assably position could be better marked if different colimred
N luminous discs were used in conjunchtion with the tape line,
RELIEFS - Advanced parties from the relieving unit of a few N.C.,0's
should be sent forward by daylight before a relief takes place to giwe
incoming units fuller information as regards our disposition and those
of the enamy,
ENEMY MORALE, Although we captured enemy strong points in some aasex
with three machine guns he made no attempt to put up anm serious
opposition, In mo case did we find any machine guns or enemy in shell
holes,
ENEMY DISPOSITION,

The maln enemy defences seemed to be concrete Pill-Boxes distributal
checkerwise in depth.

/s /3 ff" 1/

REPORT BY 0/, G,COMPANT!

Ivems in charge of C,0ompany 12th,Battalion which was detalled
as carrying Comapny, On the morning of 19th,instant we advanced from
HALF WAY HOUSE loaded up and with orders to take all our material to
damps 5 and 6 in the BLUE LINE, Before arriving at the assenblyling
point we exprienced considerable difficulty owing to the swampy natunrs
of the taped track which greatly fatigued the men at this early stage,
8n arrival at asembly point the enemy opened a fairly heavey barrage om
us by which a considerable portion of our material was destroyed,

I think 1t would an impre>vement on what took place if dumps had heen
previously established in our front line and sunken tracks dug so that

carrying party could assemble there and load up without being seen,
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Those parties would start from the front line quitse fresf and

would stand a good chancgéf getting most of thelir material to thelr { 4
bjective, |

i Tracks should be made or lapes laid between dumps as great

"1 fficulty has been expedenced in keeping correct directlion in shell
torn country, in the dark, The system of carrylng from line to 1line

as adopted was a success and sections in single file did not suffer
heavy casualties while carying in the daytime, and the front line Was
kept well supplied with war material,

ARVANCE,

| The advance was carried oul very steadily but the opportinitief
of reorgindziition ab rRED and BLUE LINES were not availed of to the best
advantage,

CONSOLIDATION,
The consolidation was carried out rapidly and well in some plac®s,

There was however a tendence %o make pronounced trench lines: where the
necessary méaans of cencealment adoptdd, by jolning up shell holed and
naking no marked earthworks enemy planes and other means of observation
were unhle to observe such and no artillery barrage were put on them,
COUNTER ATTACKS,

] All counter attacks by enemy byoke down under our artillery barrage.
RELIEFS.

Parties coming up to relieve our troops moved swiftly and carelsssly
over theopen souniry between the RED"BLUE,and GREEN LINES, and did not
take the precaution to sit still while enemy lights were over our lines,
Those troops were invarihly shelled and casualties inflicted on them
and on troops being relieved, If troops got down when a light 18
being sent up by the enemy they would be able to observe the groung
better ad would not be observed by the enemy,

ENEMY'S DISPOSITIONS,

The country over which we travelled seened to be hedd lightly the
main defence being strong points with machine guns, The defenders
appeared to be demoralised by our artillery and rarely put up a fight,

4{ ".r{l::t/ " ”, r‘;l,‘ flf \T!.-'
AN AN/
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REPORT BY B/C, D,COMPAT ¥,

ASSEMBLY
Too much undue exposure and unnecessary nolise ( regarding commardetc,)
ADVANCE TO RED LINE,
No formation. ©th,10th,,11th, and 13th,Battalions were all
mixed up, men too eager overran barrage, When 1lth,Battalion were

consoliflation at the RED LINE we reorganised,

ADFRUGE TO BLUZ LIEN,
In lines of sections in single file, Control good.

ADVANCETO BREEN LINE,

oth,Battalion advanced before barrage had 1lifted and had to retime,
10th . Battalion followed harrage awcording to barrage time,

From the assembly point to BLUE LINE no serious oppositionx met wiith,
CONSOLIDATION,

Godd. (Shotage of trench tools), Line too thickly held,
COUNTER ATTACKS,
Wom information reached BLUE LINE that enemy were massing every
man stood to and was thoroughly alert, Supply of S.A.A, ,Bombs, rifle
grenades good,
RELIEF,

Tn D.Cmympaay's line was carried out satisfactorily.
LESSONS LEARNT, |

After objective taken and consolidated xxd men should remain in
the trench or strong points and not promenade in the open, and when
enemy aircedft overhead menlif digging should remain still.

A

S
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