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FREHOHT- liétlat '

Weather fine and sunny.

2eBe18. showery, occasional sunny half hours.

Day

8430 Pelile
during move.

LONGPRE, 3:8.18.,
N.N. of

ANIENS.

Battalion in billets by 1 a.m..
to & conference of Battalion
Weather - alternately showery and sunny.

freely at the Regimental Canteen.

ﬁ. 4.,8.,18., The day was showery.
(Appendix 2.)
mobile in future, all spare gear,
vAUd}: L]
ADLONVILLE,
skirting
ouacs on West side of River HALU in

He29.Co

and & great number of
the enemy positions.

was very dull and showery.

8L sd 8% The dﬂy

BIVOUACS,
N.%s of
BUSSY., ’

htit | I\I.I :
~.iJI L" Ak .'
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would move to bivouacs in O.7.a. near DACURS.

(A10266) Wt Ws300/P715 750,000 /18 Sch. §2 Forms/CatiBfa6

Battalion in billets, resting and cleaning up.
The C.0. vigited Brigade at 6 p.me.

ﬂ---ﬂ—ﬁ#---u—----tl--—-—H--I—--_----—--------ﬂ----#—--ﬂ-ﬂ-—-—-ﬂ--n——ﬂ---—----_--—-...1—-—-—---*——-_ﬂ—----ﬂ--_-

Battalion Canteen is in full swing.

order peceived instructing Battalion to move to LONGPRE at 8.30 Dell.
. a conference at Brigade Headquarters at ¥ p.n.
Battalion 0.0. No. 125 (Appendix 1l.) was issued to all concerned.

---____-“--_--—_"-.—--.---#ﬂyp.-—----_------1---.-----I---—-—-ﬂ_-—-_-----ﬂ-_—-----—_—n—-“—--ﬂﬂﬂﬂ-—ﬂ--_‘--_-ﬂ

Battalion H'qrs established in Billst No. 19.
Commanders at Brigade Headquarters at 10 a.m. |
The Battalion was pald today, the troops spendin

-r-—-----I-q--_nlﬂlllll-I--l-l—--t-———-l---i'llH———H---—-—----—-ﬂ-i—--—

C.0's orders were held at 2 p.m.
that the Battalion would move to bivouacs at He29.c. (Sheet 62D.) tonight.
was issued and preparations made for the move.
Officers Kits, packs etc were sent to Brigade Kit Store at
Nucleus Personnel marched out at 7.50 p.m.
The Battalion moved out at 8.50 Dl

AMIENS on the N. and N.E. via Main DAOURS-AMIENS Road, thence through BUSSY to blv-

Movement along roads was very difficult owing to enormous trafic,
guns of all calibres were belng sent forward for an intended attack on
Many tarnks passed the Battalion during the move.

__--#--—-‘“--_-_#_--.._.-—.ﬂ—---ﬂ-ﬂ—-____ﬂ—--i_-—-ﬂ--—-—-——---——--——ﬂ---_-——_---——-——-ﬂ--u-—‘ﬁ-ﬂﬂ----ﬂﬁ-ﬂ_--

The troops rested all day
orders were received from Brigade to this effect.

C.0, and Adjutant inspected Company areas.,

Brigade
The C.0. attended |
The Battalion moved out from FREMONT at |
* No rain

CaeOe

Orders received from Brigade
Bn.0.0. NO& 126
As the Battalion is to be

to bivouacs at BOIS~-de-MAI, West of

Appendixl a

Appendix 2.

by march route to bivouacs as ordered,

Huge supplies of material

end no movement was allowed,
Orders were received that the Battalio
Thig order was cancelled later in the day and

+m® the Battalion remained in 1its present position.
-------- T RN e e e i R R e S ST Y, (T - T

———;—-—--——-—-——h—-—l-‘-——-——-—-—ﬂ_—-—-_——--—--ﬂ---—-
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The C.0, attended a conference at Brigade Headquarters at 1l a.m, Weather slightly im-
proved . The C.0. and Adjutant reconnoitred routes to 0.7.a. and from there to VILLERS-
BRETONNEUX. Enormous movement of guns and material forward under cover of darkness.
Battde Instructions No. 1 received from Brigade stating the part the Battalion would take in
the projected attack on the enemy defences. Enemy bombing planes were very active during
night time. Battalion Battle Instructions No. 1 (Appendix 3.) issued to all concerned.

— _ﬂ"ﬁﬂﬂi-——-_*----—-__--_--__.—.--.—,_-.—-._---._.-l-.-d-—-—-—-----------------—.--------—-------------i-—--

Notification received from Hrigade that today is Y AT 'inal preparations were made for

fitting the Battalion for the operations on "Z" dgy. Each man is to carry 170 rounds S.A.ab, ]

2 bombs, 2 sand bags, ¢ water-bottles (full) and 48 hours rations over and above the iron
rations in addition to the unexpired portion of today's ration. Battle Instractions No's
3 and 4 received from Erigade. The C.0. attended a conference at Brigade at 5 p.m. He
returned at 7 Defe. A MNeeting of Company Commanders was held to discuss the forthcoming
operations on "Z" day. llotification received from Brigade that tomorrow, 8the inst., will
be "Z" day and that Zero hour will be 4.20 a.m.

During the evening by an unlucky shot the Hun struck one of our supply tanks with a "77" H.E.
shell. These tanks, 18 in number, were parked in a small orchard on the Northern side of-
VILLERS-BRETQ@NNEUX. The tank that was struck contained petrol and explosive stores of all
deseription. Heroic attempts were made to draw the remainder clear but unfortunately only
4 could be got away, the remainder were set on fire by the explosion &f the first tank and

Appendices

Aﬁpendix Oe

were completely destroyed.

e e s R e ——— - — " — - " - - -

The Battalion moved from Bivouacs in H.29.c¢. (Disposition Sketch, appendix 4.) by march route
at 1,45 a.m. and arrived at Assembly position on stapt line in 0.7.c. at 3.10 a.m. At this
point the BRattalion rested until 4.20 a.m. (Zero hour). Everyone is keyed up to concert
piteh awaiting the time when our barrage will fall and set them moving forward to teke their
part in the effort to boll back the Hun lines

At 15 minutes after Zero the Battalion moved off as per Battle Instructions No. 2 (Appendix
5.,) via Artillery tracks to point wherePIONEER SWITCH crosses the main FOUILLOCY-VILLERS-
BRETONNEUX Road then over land along PIONEER SWITCH to DIGGERS SUPPORT LINE, the lasb named
wag the old support line in this sector during the months of April, May and June. Bn.H'qrs
was established at C.24.a.,4.6. The Battalion was in position awaiting orders to move forwa:

Appendix 4

Appendix 5

*d

by ﬂhégwﬁﬁw %B%ggﬁggﬁﬁgggﬁggﬁnu casualties.
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Place Date Hour 1 Summary of Events and Information

DIGGERS - g.8.18. |Shortly after the Battalion arrived at this position the Division making the initial attack
SUPFORT, (Cont.'d).|had passed beyong range ofthe Field Artillery which &t once sbatted to move. Large numbers
N.E. of of prisoners were being passed hack to the cage as the morning went on. At 10 a.mes One of
Villers- | our plenes landed in EXXK 0.23. owihg to engine trouble. At midday orders were received |
BRETONNEUX. from Prigade to move forward to P.d0.a2. .5 of WARFUSEE-ABANCOURT and take up position approx-|
- imately on the GREEN LINE. The BATTALION moved from DIGGERS SUPPORT at 12.15 pe.m. and
arrived at P.30.8. 8t 3 pP.me where it rested. The B C.C. and Adjutant visited Brigade
Hesdquarters and the C.0. and G.0.C. Brigade went forward to reconnoitre new’'positions in
Qe D30 Reconnoitring parties were sent forward from the Battallion at 4,50 p.m. and the
nattalion moved forward at 5.30 p.m. and was in position in Q.32. at 7.30 p.m. Battalion H'qrs
was established 8t Qe32+Cs2.6% on the Northern edge of BAYONVILLERS.
BLVOQUACS, apreat aerial activity during the whole of the day, with enemy bombers very active at night.
Vorth of Two planes, identity unknown were brought down at about 7 pen. ; :

BADRVETLRRS: | | 1 ek s oty s il i e £ BRSSO e b S R T L T e e e

9.B.18. |Day was bright and sunny, clouds very high. luch evidence can be seen of the rapid advance
of the 2nd. Aus. Divieion in this sector and then later on the 8th. and 15th. Aus. Brigades.

’ Tanks are all over the landscape "S8kittled" by the Anti-tank and Field Gun Batteries of the
enemy, by night fall most of them had been towed back to tank parks near LA-MOTTE. Planes
were very asctive on both sides ours having the supremacy.

At 8.30 p.m.-one of our balloons which had been moving forward with the advance was brought
down in flsmes by 3 planes with 'rltish markings. XmzkxhembingxpRxenaxyxrey uch enemy
bombing of roads etc took place at nightiime. |

--___---_H-_--'—_----—---.‘“------.-----”——----—----i-lr--—---Hl--ihl--l-—-—_-ﬂ-——-—_-——--—---——--—-——_h“ﬂﬂ—----ﬂ----

10.B.18. |Battalion still in Bivouacs near Bayonvillers., All ranks are eagerly awaiting the expected
order to move forward to take their share &8 the "Biffing of the Hun", and were very disappointpd
wher, orders were received from Brigade at 12.30 p.m. to move back to bivouacs near VILLEHG-
BRETONNEUX during the gvening. Bn.0.0. No. 128 (Appendix 6.) was ilssued for the move. Appendix 6
The day was bright and sunny with high clouds. At about 1 p.m. 12 Gothasg appeared very high
1 over the Rattalion area and dropped about 40 small bombs, 5 casualties were caused.

| | At 2 p.m. the Battalion moved out by march route keeping well clear of the main roads, shkirting 1
LA-MOTTE and WARFUSEE on the North =snd erriving at new position in 0,.22-23 by 4.30 p.m. Dispos- |
ition sketeh (Appendix 7.) Battalion H'qrs was established in bank 2t 0.,25.d.8.7. At 6 p.mhppendix 7

a Brithsh Bq};ggqmgaqﬁg loose N. of the SOMME and drifted South very high up until lost sight bf. _ ]
o (Aa08i6s WAINEI0OPR35,000 B/t B0R BEFOTSICIIBIE — = = cx o e o o e ] Qi |
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and the Staff Manual respectively =
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Place Date | Hour £ ' y of Ev | references to
U - Appendices

BIVOUACS :
0.22-25,’ - 1148.18.| The Battalion rested all day. The Day was fin€ and sunny. The C.0, attended a conferends

Near Villers at Brigade at Noon. . During the afternoon the Battalion received a clean change of under-
BRETONNEUX. clobhing and had a swimming parade which was very much appreciated.

pre————— | rap— _--—ﬂ--.--_—-——-‘-—-—-—-_l_ﬂ-h-—--——-_—-—-------—_-—-—-'——--—--—-—--—-ﬂh--—ﬂ
e - O (S (- - —

g 1248.18.| Weather still co tinues to be fine. The C.0. attended a conference at Brigade during the
afternoon to discuss & move and probable operation. Orders were received from Brigade -

that the Battalion would move with the Brigade to bivouacs at CAIX West of ROSIERES. Bn.0.0.

No.129 (Appendix 8.) was issued to all concerned. 4ppandix g,

.,_

1%J8.18.] Advance parties for move were sent forward at & a.m. © Battalion all ready to joln the Brigade
colmmn at 10.30 a.m. and at ll.a.m. moved to starting point at Cross roads in O.24.a. waiting
until 56th. Battalion passed before moving off. The roads were very dusty owing to the | _ -
enormous traffic both to and from front areas. ilany gund and tanks were going forward. | 4
The Column passed the maln VILLFERS-BRETOHNEUX-WARFUSEE Road at about 11.45 a.m. and skirting
MARCELCAVE on the Vestern side halted for an hour just South West of the willage at 1 p.m.
Here the Battalion had their mid-day meal and moved of f again at 2 p.m. taking the road direct
to IGWAUCOURT then turning Tastward through the village halted half way between IGNAUCOURT and
CAYEUX for 10 minutes, when march was again resumed along VALLEY Road through CAYEUX into bév-
ouacs in wood S.E. of CALX where advance party met the Battalion, for dispositions see sketch. |Appendix ©
Bivouacs in wood were ' very cool after the dusty march. Orders were received from Erigade

that the Battalion would move forward to Assembly position N.E. of MEHARICOURT at 2 a.m. the |

l4th. instant, in preparation for tne forth coming operation. The C.0. attended a confer-
ence at Brigade at © Dol Crddrs received that the move forward early the next morning
wag cancelled. During the early part of the evening fnrward areas had been well reconnoit-
. 1 red by Company Officers.

BIVOUACS, | 14.8.18.] Active reconnaissancds of forward areas by Company Officers and 1.C.0's. Notlification
S. %, of received received from Brigade that the Division would take part in a major operation on "Z"
CAIX, | day. Enenmy bombing planes were very active during the night. The C.0. attended

‘eonferences a. at 6 peme. and 9 pPein. i
j‘ (Aroa5) Wi Wﬂﬁ%ﬁiﬁuﬁngﬂ Forms/Cz118/16 _ | . \h
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Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information Ifsm {_: ..
A | : .
 BIVOUACS,| 14.8.18. | This is the first ocecaslion on which this unit has marched into an area occupied by Canadian
S.E.. of (Conpt'd) | Troops. - '
< v AR P SN [ T U R L o B R S T e R Do) 06 R N el |
15.8.18. | st1ll in wood S.E. of CAIX, men resting all day. Battle Instructions No's 2,3 and 4 recelived

RESERVE LINE 1648.18.

RelSsCoe
of FROYART

LINE LEFT]
E, of
PROYART.,

Wegt

1'? -58.18.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

. afeernoon bHo reconnoitre new area.

| a casualty early in

B . All ranks are very eager for the kmpen@ing operation. Rxxx Notificatior
izgzlﬁgég?igm Brigade that the Battlg Instruetions are cancelled., Instructions recelved
that the Battalion will relieve the garridon in R.19.c. West of PROYART. Bn.0.0O. No. 130 1ssued
tok all concerned.(Appendix 10.)
The head of the Battalion moved off from blvouacs at 9.15 p.m. passing Brigade
9.30 p.m., thence by cross country tracks skirting the Eastern edge of HARBONNIERES. As the
Sattalion approached the main WARFUSEE Road the enemy began Lo shell heavily, the Battalion,
however, moved through without casualties to old FRENCH trenches in R.19.c., where the 9th.
Battalion, DUXE OF WELLINGTONS REGIMENT was relieved. Enemy planes were very active with
bombs some falling very close to the Battallon, no casualties were caused however.

———————————— =§
PR —————— et Rl il e el - -
R —————— A et e e

= E =

—

Headgquarters at

The Battalion rested all day., Orders were recelved that the
Battalion would relieve the 1lOth. Battallon, WEST YORKS REGIMENT, 50th. Inf. Brigade, 17th.
Division in Line left. Weather very fine. advanga parties were sent forward during the
Battalion Order No. 131 (Appendix 1ll.) issued for the
MOVE e cuides were provided by the West Yorks Hagimﬂnp. Cnmpﬁ?iea moved off at 9.30 p.m.
Relief was complete by 1l0.45 p.m. without incident. Battalion H'qrs was established at
Hogplital Copse Rel9.del.S.

Rediefs complete by 1 a.m.

After the relief strong fighting patrols were immediately sent out to test strength of enemy:
forward posts and to gain an idea as to his policy.
Sgte ¥. B. Anchor and 20 0/Ranks moved out from our left Company with the intention of attaqkil
en@ enemy post on our left flank, The party encountered very strong opposition in the shape |
of bombs and machine gun fire but in spite of this succeeded in capturing 2 pr%snnerﬁ and 2

1ight machine guns and inflicting severe casualtlies upon the enery. Capt. Wilson became |
o the operation and Sgte Anchor took charge. This N.C.0. was killed whilst

D. D. & L., London, E.C.
(A10266) Wt Ws300/P713 750,000 2/i3 Sch. §2 Forms/Cz118/16

Advance parties were sent forward to reconnolitre. Appendix 10.

Shortly before dawn Capt. H. L. WILSOHA
&

Appendix 11

2
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l?.é-lﬁ.
(Cont'd)

returning to our own lines.
by briliiant ini

LINE LEFT,
Es of

tiative succeeded in entertding the enemy's lines and attacking a party of 25

At the same time Sgt. Kearns and T/Cpl Stewart of "A" Company

Boche. These two N.C.0's by their coolness and daring suc
and 1 light Machline Gun from the hostile position against gr

PROYART.

ceeded in extracting S5 prisoners
eat odds and bringing them safely injgo

our own lines. Our losses from these two operations were:-

2 Killed, 2 missing and 3 woundefl.

The (.0, visited the (Galls
BI‘i gﬂdﬂ *

-____-—_-----__---!—-.p—--——ﬂ-ﬂ

The day very fine and sunnye
f1ank and arranged for confo
suggestions were lorw
vuch hostile shelling on Ba
g" Howitzers.
platoon positions
At 6.15 pe.ms two enemy
Both planes reache
two of our planes
C.0. &2nd Adjutant v
possible. Except on extr
snipers are very active but

--l--q-_-—-—--——-ﬂ-——l-———ﬂ----ﬁl--

18.8.18,

L

casualtlies

B+ 18,

19.¢ Weather still good.

56th. Battalion and arranged co-operation of action

arded to Brigade Headguariel's.
Reserve and Sup
aeroplanes brought down one of our Observation
d their own lines despite heawvy fire

brought down a large German plane
isited forward Battalion area before dark and inspected platoon posts where

Very heavy shelling

as instructed by

. . e . -—-—-l-l-——-I----------—-lllil------lll---—--q---_-ﬁ-—-—-—--#-—l-------ﬂ_-

At 6 @.fe the C.0. visited the C.0. S7th. Battalion on our lef
rmity of operations intended on our left flank, on his return

talion area during whole period. shells ranging from T% c.m. 1O
sort positions strafed particularly by the Hun. Dy changling
were avoided,

from A.A.
Neleo

and lMachine gunse.

eme left flank it is possible to visit posts Dby daylight.
are kept in their place by our snipers.

Enem

-II----Iilli---—--_-—--—--—.—.—----*-—-------—-—-

atill continues on the whole of the Battalion area. |

very few casualtles congidering th

e nature of the shelling.

LA FLAQUE dump being paild particulap

attention to by enemy gunSe
oons up along the front.

sAerial activity normal.
Two ~“British planes were salved by the Ba

brought back to Hospital

Copse where Battalion H'qrs are.

The (C.0.

The Boche has a fair number of ball-

ttalion today and were
decided to relisve the

"H

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

o2 front line Coy's tonight with Coy's from Support and Feserve.
was lssued to all concerned, relief was complete by 1l p.m.
Line.

Bn.0.0.,Mo. 132 (sppendix 12.)
Captain XK.R. Wyllie is now 0.C.

#ﬂ----_---#—-ﬂ--ﬂ—‘--lnI---il.-h_--ﬂ---.—#--—----——l--—l—l_-l—l—l--nl——l--—'i-l--l-.—-----.q.“-.—---*_----__----—----_---“

D. D. & L., London, E.C.
iASgo;) Wit Wirrr/Mzo31 730,000

/1y Bch. 52 FME}'E‘I-;HI].-

Appendix 18

o
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LINE LEFT, 20.8.18. |Heavy enemy shelling with guns of 2ll cel ibres up to 8" still continues. Weather 1is still
Be. of fine and aserial activity normal. Advice recelved from Brigade that the 57th. Battalion
PROYART. or1 our left flank will take over a portion of the Battallion area as far South as the East and
West zrid +through R.2l. central. This was arranged personally by the Company Commanders
concerned and the redistribution was comolete by 1l pem. Three platoons of B Company moved
back to Trench positions in R.20.c. Disposition sketch.(Appendix 13.) Bppendix 13
Enemy still shelling LA FLAQUE dump very heavily. At 10.30 a.m. the dump was set on fire by
this shelling and blazed flercely throughout the remaindsr of the day.
The G.0.C. visited the Battallon area and complimented the C.0., on th> condition of the Batin.
ﬂ area also on the success of the Battalion im obtaining identification on the morning of the
| raid,
‘I' ------------------
| 51 .8.18. [Fotification received from Brigade that a Major operation would take place at a time and date
| 'lto be notified later and that co mand of the Brigade sector would pass to G.0.C. 2nd. A.l.Brigadp
at 10 a.m. 22nd. inst.
Under cover of darkness many guns moved up to forward positions and large supplies of ammunition
were taken forward by limbers. Our planes were very acltive bomblng enemy terrlitory.
Practically no bombing by enemy planes on forward area, |
22]8.18.At® davn a very intence bombardment commenced just North of the River SOMUE showing that the
Zrd., Aust. Division were attacking in that scector accordin to advice recelved.
Order No. 125 was received from the 2nd. A.I.Brigade with reference to the major operation
. to be carried out on Z day in which the 2nd. A.I.Brigade would take part. The C.0. Sth. Aust.
1 Battalion visited Bn. H'grs and arranged all necessary dstails for guides ete to be found by
this unit.Immediately after darkness all details and final preparations for the "stunt" on
7 day,which had been get down as the 25rd., comienced. liany field guns took up their
vogitions in readiness for Zero hour which was 4.45 a.m. <drd.,
Our planes were very active bombing snemy forward areas and in dolng so served & double purpose
{nkharrassing the Hun and drowning the noise of our tanks moving forward to t eir start pos-
itions. Bn.0.0 No. 132 (Appendix l14,.,) was issued in connection with the operatlion. Appendix 14
Hostile shelling commenced again at 1l p.m. on all forward areas.
\ '. Asoo) We. Vs 7t 7oee sli7 Seh.98 FormsiCasiels 3
e :

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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our forwaerd comnanies moved back to positions East of North and South Yrid through R.19.-R.25.
Cehtral and reported@ in that position at 4.10 am. having suffered no casualties.
At 4.45 a.m. (Zero hour) our barrage fell and withing a few seconds the enemy flare throwers

were sending up light signals of all descrliptions. At Zero plus 5 minutes a few of the enemy’
gund began to speak but no shelling fell further to the rear than the Western edge of PROYART.
The Railway line running from LA FLAQUE to PROYART was bombarded very heavily. The attack

sgemed to develop without hitch and by 6.30 a.m. most of the field guns had ceased firing and
were moving forward to fresh positions. Prisoners began to stream back including a great

nulaber of enemy wounded which showed that our barrage had been most destructive. All prisonens

seemed glad to be in rear of our attacking forces. Our contact planes were actlive over the
forward areas. With the exception of 1 Flight of Battle planes no others were seen until at
10,15 a.m. when 14 hostile planes flew low omer the Battalion area firing their machine guns
at Artillery "Columns moving forward and other bodles of troops. They did not fire at troops
in Hosplitzl Copse at the Dressing station. By mid-day the enemy began using his long range
gun and a few shells fell near the Batsalion aresa. Throuchout the operation the Bat talion
sustained no casuakties. |
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Guns on both sides very active forward sammiPew ond a few prisoners still continue to trickle
through. Day warm and sunny and Xk aserial activity above normal. Everything very quiet
in the Battalion area. ‘

-_---_-__-_#_--_‘_-‘.—.-—-_-_—_----------lll-ﬂl-—--l-lll-_------—'-l--l--—--—--—-—.——-—-—-_--."#--_;_—-—_--------

At dawn and at intervals during the day Artillery on both sldes golng hammer and tongs.

Weather in the morning good but the night turned out very wet. C.0. called to Brigade to
a conference at 3.45 p.m. to discuss projected operation against the enemy defences on the
morning of the Z27th. A meeting of Company Commanders was held at Bn. H'gqrs at 6 p.m. to

discuss the operation and particulars of relief of the 4th. Battalion on the night 26th./27th.
Warning order recelved from Brigade with reference to the relief of the 4th. Bittallon.

pampm— . _ R F OTOFTTTTUrTT oy o R RO W I B I T el B T T T e

D D. &1... London, E.C. 3
‘Afooy) Wi Wi zi/Mzozr 730000 51y Beh. 52 Forms/C2.i8i4

Placs Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
- - Appendices
LINE LEFT, 23.B.18.| The Engineers with the asslstance of the forward Companies taped off the start positions for
E, of the 2nd. Brigade and at 12.30 a.m. all was ready. The 5th. Battalion moved past Bn. H'qrs
PROYART., at 2 a.m. picking up their guldes at this pointy at the same time Gupport and Reserve Companies
moved back to pésitions already allotted. Owing to hostile shelling the unit moving fnrwar&
n suffered & few casualties before Zero hour. As® soon as the 5th. Battalion were in position

S
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Early morning until dawn very wet. At dawn the weather c¢leared up a bit. Order received
from Brigade for relief tonight. C.0. attended a conference at Brigade at Noon to discuss
relief and projected operation. At 3.45 p.m. an enemy aeroplune attempted to bring down one
of our balloons near HARBONNIERES unsuccessfully. Both observers, using their paraschutes,
reached the ground safely. Five minutes later a gecond enemy plane attacked the balloon and
succeeded in bringing it down in flames. . Wieather at night very dull.

Late in the afternoon notification was received fr m Brigade that the intended relief and oper-
ations were off, Brigade order No. 172 being cancelled. '

balloon East of PROYAKT. Today eveyy man in the Battalion received a clean ghange of under-
clothing which was much appreciated. :

---——_—_—--—-*_----——_-__------_--—-—-—_-—__—---*--_-_-—--_------_-‘-----“-------*HH-‘_-—_-__—‘
-

News from all fronts has been very good for many days and the Allied troops are advancing at
many peints from ARRAS to NOYON. The Battalion is still resting and the troops are very dis-
appointed at missin - the "stunt”. The moring was fine but after mid-day it turned out very
wet clearing up, howsver, at about 11 p.m. No indications yet of a move forward.,

ﬁhere at 1 p.m. Moved again at 4 p.m. as per Bn.0.0. lo. 138 (Appendix 16.) and halted again

near ASSEVILLERS where & hot meal was partaken of. Continued the move forward at 7.15 p.m.
he destination being N.1l7 and NH.23. then nearing destination orders were received xm from
rigade for Battallon to hold fast until further orders. Ce0. attended a conference at 11.30

o Me ‘rders recelved for Battalion to bivouae in thi: position and be in readiness to move
t® dawn.

e ---—--F-ﬂ--ﬂ----—-H---—-----—“4--_---—-—-..-_--—-—_“--l---—-—-ﬂ

rders received from Brigade at 4 a.m. that Battalion would continue forward movement at 6 Belle
n.0.0. Wo. 139 (Appendix 17.) issued to all concerned, moving East across tountry to N.4. and

[«10. and occupy a system of trenches covering 53rd. Bn. Enemy shelling very active on this area
ﬁ‘t%&%”ﬁﬁ’ﬁ%? 8% LLomn Hoswieanily slielled but no casualties sustained.

The Battalion moved from PROYART at 11 a.nm. Bn.0.0. No. 138 (Appendix 15.) iscued 4in conneckh Appendix b
tion with the move. Wioved in Artillery formationacross country to St. Martins Wood arrivaing

I

Togay turned out sunny and fine and at 9 a.m. three of our planesbrought down an enemy observatipn

Appendix 16

Appendix 17
~0 .-

-
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TRENCHES, 31.8.18. All ranks were warned to be in readiness for an early move, C.O0. called to a conference at
Ne4 and N,1Q. Brigade Headquarters at 10 a.m. when intentions of G.0.C. Brigade were outlined. These were
ag follows:=- Tne Brigade were to move in a Northerly direction Via FLAUCOURT to H.16 and
Hel7. preparatory to movédng across the SOMME to positions of assembly East of CLERY-SUR-SOMME.
Operations were to co mence from here attacking S.E. towards and beyond PERONINE., The move
ag above outlined commenced at 1l a.m., Battalion advancing in Artillery formation. Move was
co-ordinated with other Battalions of the Brigade and the assembly of the Brigade in H.16-17

was comnlete by 12.50 pe.m. liere the men enjoyed a rest and a good feed whilst the 6th. Brigaqe,

( 2nds Aus. Division) were crossing the SOMME in front of us. At about 5 p.m. the Battalion|
following the 54th. Battalion crossed the SOMME &t HelleceB8B.0. and moved to the assembly positions
ABBENVBLY Ptq in I.7. via CLERY~SUR~SOMNE . liove completed by about 7.30 pems Bn«0.0.N0.139. (Appendix 18) Appen.l8.
Lo There was very little shell fire durlng the move and the Battalion suffered no cdsualties.

At about 12 midnight orders were lssued for the attack against PERONNE.(Bn.0.0.No. 13%¢) -- Appendix 19
Shortly after its issue the C.0. was called to Brigade Headquarters when am amended plan of
attack was outlined by the Brigadier, zero hour being flxed at 6 a.m. Orders for the amended « "

-

form of attack were issued later. | [

--------_-_“_----—------------—i-'--_-illﬁ--l-lll-l-l--"-——'i---'-'Il—-__--i-l-_-——-------_——--_—---u-ﬁ‘--‘------_--_-
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obthe. Battallion, A, 1. F.
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LIST OF APPENDICES.

No. _ Subject.
1 ‘Battalion Operation Order No. 125.
o da do do 126,
% do Battle Instructions No. 1 (Adm. Ins. att'd)
3" Portion of Map 62D. showing dispositions near BUSSY.
) Pattalion Battle Instructions No. 2.
6 Battalion Operation Order Wo. 128.
7 Sketch showing dispositions of Bn. near VILLERS-BRETOINEU
8 Battalion Operation Orger No. 129,
o Sketch showing dispositions of Bne. near CALX.
10 Battalion Operation Order No. -130.
i B | do do do 131.
12 do do do 152,
15 Sketeh showing dispositlions of Bn. near PROYART.
14 RBattalion Operation Order No. l1lod.
15 do ao do 1354.
16 d.o do do 135,
17 do do do 156,
18 do do do 137
19 do Ao do 138.
20 Disposition eketch of Brigade sector near PROYART.
21 Quartermaster's Report. :
22 Transport Officer's Report.
&0 Return of Daily Strength, Casualties etc.

fr"
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_ §5the AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION ORDER lo. 125,
Ref. Map: 62 E, N.E., 1/20,000 2nd. Aug. 1918.

C R B F B N Ry T rr L Tl T T L s YT Y™ - e e e G S S e S e S

le The 55th, Battalion will move from FREMONT to LONGPRE-les=-AMIENS,
Le20ede, Le2lscs tﬂdﬂy, August 2Zna, 1918 by march route.

2e Companles will be ready to move at 8 pems and will form up in col=-

unn of route in the following order:-

Battalion Headguarters,

B. Gnmgany,

o

D <
The column will face South, head of the column to be at last house
on FREMONT=VAUX ROAD.

Ss An advaice party has gone forward and will meet Battalion at
Le2leCel.8.

4, Company areas wlll be left in a clean and sanitary condition.
All tentg, trench shelters issupd to Companies in this area will
be returned to Battalion Headquarters by 6 pe.m.

5« Company Cookers will move out with Companies. Remainder of Tran-
sport will move independently.

6. All packs will be carried by lotor Transport. oteel hats will
be attached to packs. Felt hats will be worn for move.
One Lewis Gun per Company will be retained for protection against
hostile ailrcraft during move, remainder 41l be loaded on to Coy
Limbers by 4 pe.m.
TeOs will arrange with R.G.M. for removal of bulk rations etc.

7+ MNarching out states will be rendered to B.O.Re by 7 peme
8. ACKNOWLEDGE.

Lieut.
A/Adjutant 55th. Battalion,A.I.F.

Issued at & pem. tLO:=-
CeOs S55th. Battalion Cﬂpy No., 1

0.C. Ae Company P
. - K

C. < 4

De i O
R-Q:M- ﬂnd T.U. 6
Sigl Of ficer and FiifieQa 7
War Diary ' 8 to 10
File 1l
l4th. A.I.Brigads 12,

=
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5bthe AUSTRALIAN INFANTEY BATTALION ORDER No. 126,

Refs Sheets, 62D., 1/40,000. 4th, August 1918,

[eg——t_. . --Ih---l--d.'--ﬂ-*Iﬂ--'ﬂ--ﬂ---ﬂ-_—-F-----—--‘-‘-----_---“-_“-----“--_---

The 55th. Battalion will move from its present position by march
rouite to Blllets at HeZDeCeZe ds

Billeting parties proceeded on 5.8. 18 to take over new area.

Companies will fall In in front of Company blllete at 8.25 peme
parching out states will bé rendered to Battalion Headquaters by 8 pem.

Yersonnel fop Nucleus will move out to VAUX at 8,30 peme ° Captain
R+A.GOLDRICK will be in chage of party. Party willl report to
Lieut.Colonel H. Marshall, D.,5.0.,/.C., S4the Bne at VAUX.
Administrative Instructions will be issued separately,

Companies will march out in the following order:=
Bne Hi'qrs, 3¢ Cs Ae and D, CoOyss

Companies will move out in Battle Order, Owercoats, one blanket and
water proof sheet to be carried on man.

~ ACKNOWLEDGE.
Lieut.
A/adjutant 55th. Battalion, A.I.F.
C
SECRET. Copy Hn.ff....

ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTICNS ISSUED WITH BATTALION ORDER Noe 126

-------‘Hﬂ_--ﬂ-_-----------ﬁ--ﬁ‘--ﬂ“‘F_--------_—-ﬂ---.-*_---_---------_

.

All packs willl be stacked in Company billets by 3 peie Felt hats
will be left with packse. .Officers Kits will be stacked with packs
by 3 Peie Packs and Officers kits will be sent to surplus kit
store VAUX. " Officer in charge of Bn. Nucleus will detail one man

as guard for Bn. packs and kits, QelMe whll have all sur-lus stores
ready by S Pelle |

Personnel marching out as Nucleus will carry all gear.

All Company billets willl be left in a clean and sanitary condition.
Certificates to that effect will be rendereds: to Bn.H'qrs by 7 pene

Company limbers will report to Com any billets by 3 p.m. Company
cookers will move out with Companiles.

Lieut.
A/adjutant 55the Battalion, A. I. Fe

]
e — 'MM
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SECRET» Copy Hn...!gé...
OSthe AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION,.
DATTLE INSTRUCTIONE Noe l.
Refs Naps 62D. 1/40,000.
Headquarters,

6the August 1918

1., The 55the Battalion will move from its present area o the night of
7the/8the inst. and proceed to assembl int at
moving to be notified later. - o ——

2¢ The Battalion will move out in the following order:-
Battalion Headquarters,

C Company,
A L
D "
B "

Je Companies will maintain an interval of 50 yards between platoons and
they will be responsible for their own protection nnrﬂutg. .

4. Transport will move independently.

S5« Immediately on Companies getting into pesition the code word "TRENCH"
will be sent to Battalion Headquarters at 0.13.2, 5.5, o

6e ACKNOWLEDGE.

fl.  sseus.

A/Adju t.-sﬁth. Battalion,

Issued toi=
CeOs S5the Battalion cﬂ‘w 1H0e

O.Cs A cumeun
B
6 L]
D "
R-Q'H-
TeOo
RIHHIOI
8ige Officer
War Diary 10 to 12
File : 13

PRIV

s
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ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED IN GONJUNGTION
WITH 55th. AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION BATTLE
INSTRUCTIONS No. 1.

-—-_—“---_---—_----ﬂ-ﬂr--—#“__---- l-l-.---——-_—..-.--_._.-.-----..--.--—-_—h—.--‘
.

Headquarters,
6th. Allg'l.lSt 19181

When the Battalion moves out it is essential that it is absolutely
mobile, therefore, only necessary gear must be carried.

All men must be fully equipped before moving out, therefore, a thorough
inspection will be made by Company Commanders, thréee-guarters of an
hour before time of moving.

DRESS. (2) Fighting order, 1 blankét waterproof sheets and grea
coat to be carried. ’ ' - . & .

(b) The remaining blanket together with any other un-necesgary
gear to be stacked by Gompanies at R.f.1i. Store, BUSSY before 10 a.m.

AMWUNITION. (a) All ranks will carry 120 rounds S.A.A. and one bandolier
of 90 rounds, 2 greandes and 1 ground flare per man.

! (b) Bombing Officer to arrange for issue of extra bandolier
ete.

IRON RATIONS. (a) Forty-eight hours rations will be carried in a sand=-
bag attac ed to haversack. |
(b) ReQeM. to arrange issue of 2 sand bags per man,

WATER BOTTLES.(a) Each man will carry two waterbottles and Company
Commanders will ensure that both bottles are filled before moving out.
(b) R.Q.M. to have extra water bottles issued to Companiesg.
(c) Great care must be taksen of these bottles as they will
have to be returned.

PACK MULES. Transport Officer to arrange for 11 mules and all necessary
Dack gear to report to Battalion Headquarters at a time to be notified
latfr and he will detail 1 Corporal who will be in charge of such pack
train.

ACEKNOWLEDGE .

52/(/@/\/ Lieut.

A/Adjutant, 55th. Battalion. A.I.F.

Issued to all rectpients of Bn. Battle EXAXK Instructions No. 1.

F
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SECRET.
- 55th. AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION.

BATTLE _INSTRUCTIONS No. 2.

62.D. 1/40,000. |
Ref. Sheets: 62.D. S.W. 1/20,000.
62.D. S.E.- 1/20,000. Headquarters,

i A s S Auguﬁt 19211

The Battalion will move from Assembly position in 0O.7.c. at Zero hour
plus 15 minutes.

(a). The Battalion will move off in column of route in the following
order: -

Bn. H'grs, C. D. A. and B. Companies.
(b). Company Commeanders will be responsible for their protection en-
route and will maintain an interval of 50 yards between platoons,
special attention being pald to connecting files.

(a)s The following will be the routs taken:-

From assembly position 0.7.c. &long track from road at 0.7.c¢.80.35
past Copse at. 0.7.d.5.0. to road at 0.l4.a.3.7. thence along road to
0.8¢d.15.75. along track to 0.1l5.b.X& 1.8.,, thence along right Artill-
ery track to FOUILLOY-VILLERS-BRETONNEUX ROAD &t 0.l7.c.2.1l., crossing
rﬂldﬂ at 0-151h-6-6-, ODelbBeZe2e ANA ODs1l6. and O.lﬁiﬂ.g5.70‘ From
Oel7.ce2.1s Companies will keep tp PIONEER SWITCH until DIGGERS SUPPORT
is reached.

(b)e Companies will take up position in DIGGERS SUPPORT TRENCH from
right to left as follows:-

C. D A. and B. Companies.
The right flank of C. Company will be at Junction of KENT STREET and
DIGGERS SUPPORT P.19.C+25.05. Left flank of B. Company will rest on
Pﬂld ﬂt P-15id-2i51

(a). Pack Transport will follow in rear of column.

(b). Pack Transport and Officers chargers will move and take up posit-
ion under cover of ‘bank in 0.23.d.4.7. where Transport Corporal in
charge will await orders. -

(a). Battalion Headguarters will take up position in dug-outs at
0-34-G-5-51 .
(b)e ReA.P. will be at Battalion Headquarters.

(). When Companies are in position in DIGGERS SUPPORT Bn. H'qrs will
be notified by rumnner using code message "DIGGERS SUPPORT LOCATED".
(b). Companies will stand by for orders when in position.

ACKNOWLEDGE.

(Signed) H. WMiller, Lieut.,
A/Adjutant 55th. Battalion,A.I.F.

Igsued at 7 p.m. by runner to:-
C.0. 55th. Battalion
CeCe A Company
B n"
C "
D "
ReQeMo
T.0,
ReM.Oo
Sig. Officer
War Diary
Flle

Copy No. 1

10 to

HEOOOI0OOMe,N

S A

— l
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SECRET. CODY WOsdlesssns
| : 55the AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION ORDER HNo. 128,
Refe Sheet 62 D 10th, Aug., 19218,

---ﬂ-ﬂ--l-ﬂ-#*ﬂﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂ-_--i—-ﬂ-#-ﬂ--ﬂ-‘_ﬂ--- e R R e ————————— N —

le The 55th, Battalion will move from its present position to area North
of VILLFRG-BRETONNEUX this afternoon,

2e f(a)e. uumpaniuﬂ will move out in the follwwing order;-
i qrs, Ae Be C. and D COys.
(b)e The following intervals will be maintained:-
o0 yards between platoons - 200 yards between Companies,

S5¢« The following route wiil be taken:- .
liain Foad to LAUOTTE-WARIUSEL-ABANCOURT then along WARFUSER-
FOUILLOY ROAD to BOIS de VAIRE where Pattalion will be met by advance
party under Lieut. Slater.

4, All Compenies will dump L.Guns and magazines at old P,0.W. Compound
on road where transport will pick zear upe. one 0/R frﬂm.eauh Coy
will remain with L.Guns on guard.

He Companies will move on Orders from Battalion H'grs.
Logation of new Battalion Headguarters will be notified later.

)
—
[Signﬂd). He MILLER ,Licut.
ﬂ Adjutnn‘b 55th, Bﬂttaliﬂn, Asl oV
Issued at Noon by runner to:-
C.0. 55the Battalion Copy Hoe 1.
0.Ce A Company | e
B R 3
C " %
| D 1 5
ReQol, 6
i TIGII | ‘?
Sige Officer 8
RIMIOI g
S War Diary 10 to 12
File 13

3

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO05 701



dn‘spnm'rion:- of 55 Bn. from j
Seale | 20000
| i
I I
l ll | .
l : 1
| | f‘f .'-1 14' %
-zlbz—-— -———-@&—-—:—-:Wili
- ol auad Y |
et oz ion |
A 5 come e
|

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGTO05701



-

& 5263 o

|
‘ SECRET. ) -~ Copy Hn..fa.....
| _Eﬁth- AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION ORDER No. 129.

Rei's tMap. HARBOWNIERE, 1/40,000. 13.8418,

- . e S S SN U S S e S S S e e e S G S M W S S e M S M S s S e e - el e e e G e e e s e e - s . - —

LY

1 (a). The 1l4th, Brigade will move forward from its present location
= today, 13the "inst. *

(v)e The 55th. Haltallon will move from its present area by march
f route to viecinity of CAIX,

e (2)s The Brigade order of route will be as follows:-
Brigade Headquarters,
14trht L- Tl- .E.Jl- B-
56thes Battelion,
55the Battalion,
o4the Battalion, )
53rd. Battalion.

(b)e Starrting point: Cross roads in 0.24.a. Time: 11 a.m.
(¢)s The following distances will be maintained en route:-
Between Battalions 1,000 Yards,
a0 Companies =2C0 do s
do Platoons o0 do

De Advance party has gone forward and will meet Pattalion in new area,

de TeOs will arrangs Transport to carry 7 Lewis Guns per Company, one
~ Lewis Gun per Coy will be retddned for A.A. defence enrouts.

Be All ranks will march out equipped as for last move forward,

Ge “hen Companies are deéfinitely settled in new area t ey will send
locations to Battallon Headquarters. Location of Battalion .'qrs
in new area will be notified later, -

7 ACKNOWLEDGE.

(Signed) He Miller, Lieut.
A/Ad jutant. 55th, Battalion,A.I.F,

a1 " L]
."-'T{Fr'.' . "F'_p . ; ¥l ‘ : - A

Ilssued by runner at 10 a.m, to:=

CeOs 55th, Battalion Copy iloe 1

OsCe A Company P

. :

A

D % 5

ReQali, 5]

TaOs 7

RaliaOs 8

Sige Officer, 9
Tar Digrey 10 to 12
Fils 15
l4the A. I. Brigade 14,

= = A % -
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SECRET e : ; Copy Jﬂ;{g?.-
55the AUSIRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION ORDER No. 130.
Ref, WHaps HARBGHNIFRES 1/40,000. 15the Auge. 1918.

1. The 55th. Battalion will move from its present poslition in E.l0.d. k
by march route tp oisitions in RelBecse and (e24.d.
Ze Companies will fall in under thelr own arrangements at 9.5 pems
and will move off in the following order:-
Battalion Haadquartara,

A Cumpany,
H

c i

D "

Interval of 100 yards between Companies to be maintained through-
out the marche.

Lieut, A. 7. Panton is reconnoltring the route an< will gulde the X
Rattalion to Crogs roads at («30¢ds25630e whera guldes will be
waltinge.

e Companies wiil take up pﬂvitinns ag advisaed to Conpany Commanderse

4, Lewls Guns and magazines will be transported to Cross ro:ds mention-

ed in para,2 wheepe Companles will pick them up. Guns will be
stacked near C Companies cooker at once and Transport Officer wlll
arrange for 2 limbers to collect them at 7«45 pPele One man per

Company will be detailed to accompany the limbers.

5, When Companies are in position Bne li'qrs will be notified by runners
— _ Dispositions will be given in this report.

6. Transport and R.Q.M, will move under arrangumanza‘to be made later,

Te ACKNOWLEDGE

(Signed) He Miller, Lieut.
A/Adjutant 55the Battalion,A.I.F.

Iseu;d at 6445 pens by runner to:-

Ce0. 55th. Battallon Copy Hoe. 1
O.Ce A4 Company 2
B . 3

C " 4

D 3 5

o~ Sige Offlcer O
H L Q,li't"l' '?
TeOoe g -
R » Hi IG L ] 9’
War Diary 10 to 1=
File 15

I l‘-r..

T - i = -
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SECRET, Cﬂp'}' HOe s -Dun T

-

Stlle AUSTRuLIﬂH'IHFﬂﬂTHY BATTALION ORDER Ho, 131,

Refe. Map: ROSIERES 1/40,000 16the August 1918,

[
et L L L T T T b T T Ty x
G G S S S A W S
--—lﬂ-------ﬂ-ﬂ-—-
Ll e ——

l.The 55th, Battalion will move from its present
: ail . pﬂﬂitiﬂn 1 LN ]
and will relieve the 1lOthe Battalion WEST YORKS Regiment ?ﬁﬁiiﬁuu i
left of area occupied by the 50th. Infantry Brigede, 17th, Division.

ZsComparies will gsend forward advarnce part es In daylight to take over

"% ~ arsas, The usual reco naissance of forward are will also be made.
Se :g: Coy 55the o1 wi%l relieve A Coy West Yorks.
"an " i " " St = platoons g " : :
“AH " " L "y " 2 P-L ﬂ,tﬂﬂnﬂ B AL " "
HDH '+ n " it " C . ' -
“B" 4 . " . establish in Re20¢ ¢+ and de

4.Five guides p r Company will be at fo ; '
b - ') rward Bne. H qre Rllglbul_l'?«l at

SeTrench stores will be tauken over a..d co >
= ples of receipt
to Battvalion Headquarters by flrst munner 17th. inst? T Ty

6.“h§n Comp nies are in position Bn, 1! ”
message "DUMPED", | + f7ars vill be notified by code

7.Present areas will be handed over to 53rd. Battali
- * D& on in a cl
sanitary condition and theusual certificates obtained, ean and

8.ACKNO WLEDGE.

(8igned) H. Miller, Lieut.
A/Adjutant 55the Battalion,A.I.F.

Issued by runner at 7 p.me to:-

CeOe 55th, Battalion . Copy VNo. 1
O«Cs A UﬂmPﬂn? , <

B S o

G iy 4

D y 5
ReQelis - 5]
1.0, 7
RellieOo 8
313- Officer 9
War Diary 10 to 12
Flle 13
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& =) SECRET, ' Copy Yo (t)
AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION ORDER No., 132,
Ref. Map: HARBONNIERES, 1/40,000. 19th. Aug. 18

-

1, Interﬂca- any reliefs ] ' L -
e fnllnﬂgz-y s will take place tonignt, 1%th./20th. Aug, 18

"D" Coy will relisve 3 C o
plataoons of"(g"
";"péatunn in local support. M TRy shq ML) s i
oy will relieve 2 platoons of"A"C ]
34 Oy a&nd the
“uncay and wlll have cne platoon as 1ﬂcgi aupportfaft PRETYRR IS,
"E" Eoy will move to are2 at present occupied by"D"Coy.
oy will move to Keserve area at present occupled by"B"Coy.

2 No reliefs will take placehbep
; . 08 Ded0 par. =
nave hot medl in present position. A and C GuB i?flb.tﬂ? ol
all rations after relief. J receive.

3¢ Trench stores will be ﬁﬂnﬂ&d | |
4 be over and receipts obtained
aame to be forwarded to Battalion Headquarters by 10 a.é.cggigs gﬁat

4, Captain X.P."YLLIE will be UeCs Line after relier,

S« Completion of relief will b ; k
code mesaage "NESSAGE EEUE?nEEEffiEG Lo Battalion Headygarters by

6. ACKWOWLEDGE by code message "lessage Sent".

(Signed) H. Millep Lie
-. L L 'l.'lt.-
Afidjutant 55th, Haitalinn,ﬂ.f.F.

lssued by runner a6 & PDelé¢ tO: =~
E.D. O5the Battalion Lopy Ho
+ Co A Con R i
- ﬂﬂPﬁnF

n

O 00 =

C

D l'l
KedaMs
TeOo
ReM.0,
Sige Officer
var Disry
'lle

oo
LD
+
O
LR P (0l o I JPCN

L]

o
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Part 5quare: R Sheelt 62°
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A /0( 7,14 APPENDIX( ‘f’%‘”

SECRET. Copy TS

55the. AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION ORDTR No. 133.

Ref. Sheat: 62.D.,S8.E. 1/20,000. 22nd. August 18

-------—--_-.--i-ﬂ----l---l—-_ e N R e e e e k.. . .

(a) The 21d. A.l.Brigade will take part in a major operation oun the
23rd. August 1918,
(b) TThe 5th., Battalion will form up on tapes for the attack behind
the present front line posts of the l4the Al .Brigade with flanks
ag follows:=-

Left Flank E and W urid thraughfﬁ.al-gu Centrel.

Right Ly E : H PR =

-

a7l CQF, 5the. Battalion will -form up behind present front line posts
of B and D Covs, 55th. Battallon,
"D" Coy, 5the Battalion will form up 25 yards behind C Coy, 5the. Bn.

Guides will be provided as folless:-

-B Coy, 55th. Bn. (Forward) 4 guidos

D L4 . " " 8 "
Guldes will report to Lleute. ¥. E. Campbell at Battallon isadquarters ,
at 11 pems
Two platoons of B Company(in Reserve) wi'l move to trenches now occup=
ied by No. 5 platoon. 4 Company will take up position in trenches
from Road Junction at RelDeCeoele 10 Re2S5e8¢8:Te
C Coy will take up positlion in trenches in resr of 4 Coye.
The above @Gompanies will move from their present poaitions at 2 s.nm.

(a) When forward Companies of bth. Battalion are in pogition D Coy
will move to trenchee behind B Company iHeadqarters and 1 platoon

of B Company will take up vositicon with No. 5 platoon.

They will move not later than 3.45 a.mn.

(b) 0,C.Line will provide two standing patrols of 1 ¥,C.0. and 6 O/R's
each to cover the forming up. They v1ll move out before daylight
and nrot later than &0 minutes pefore 7Zsro.

Zero hour will be notified later. | 2
Battalion neadquarters will remaln at present location.

When 211 Companies ere in Reserve area Bne. H'ars will be notified
by code message"FPinished".

ACKNOWLEDGE.

(84gned) He ¥iller, Lisut.,
A/AdjJutant 55th. Battalion,A.I.F.

Issued at 6 p.m. by runner. to: -

C.0s ©Bthe Battalion, Copy No. 1
0.C. A Company - | 2
B 9 S -
C " &
D " 5
RelJela 6
TeO0os 7 !
ReMaOo 8 :
Sige Officer g ']
C.0. 5the. Battalion 10
War Diary 11l to 13
Flle 14
l4the A. 1. Brigﬂdﬂ ‘ 16

£y
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SECRET, r CODY NOseveonvns o
55th, AUETR&LIRH JIHFANTEY BATTALION ORDER No. 185.

Reid ® Ijﬂp: BARBC 11“:IT‘IF‘ Iii3 e 39 thl H‘!.l{_.';- 19181

‘-ﬂ---ﬁ-_-_-_-_-mhﬂ-----—-“--—ﬂ---_ﬂ--ﬁ—‘_”-_-——I-.‘-H_._—_.--------.-,---‘*

FA

i. The 55th. Battalion will contimie the forward move at once, moving
ragtwards across country following the §3rd. Battalion towards
Telleds

2e The same formatlons will apply as issued this mnorninge.
The Pattalion wlll move off from Fast of Wood.

OS¢ Limbers will report to Companies on VALLEY ROAD for Lewis Guns.

4, AGCKROWLED GIJ .

(8igned) R. H. Wilkin, Lieut.,
A/Ad jutant 55th. Battalion, A.I.F.

Igsued at 1 psMme by ranner to:=-

Cs0s HBthe Dattallon Copy No. : &
Ul A f::'h.".:‘_-ﬂn}' 2 -
B " 3
C . 4
D R 5
FnQ.M- 6
T:Gl i 4
Sige. OFfficer 8
ﬁiMrC’i g
var Diary 10 to 12
File 13
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SECRET. | Copy tﬂn-{gtnnq

55the AUSTRALIAN INFANLTY BATTALION ORDIR No. 137.

- -

b Ref. Sheet: 62.C, | 3lst. August 18,

*--------‘-----l----_--—I----_-ll--—l---------ﬂ--_ﬂ---—------_--_—----------*"-

L]

.1! The 1l4th., Brigads hps been ordered to move oul at once Via OMUIECOURT
_ LES CLERY down the Bast bank of the hiver and seize high ground in Xx8
; L1.35¢, Ou5e and Oelle

Se Unita will move due North in preent relative positions, 53rd. and 54th.
Bn's to-Hel7 and He23.- 55th, and 56the. Bn's to H.l6., and H.22,, by
erogse country tracks in Artillery formation.

Je On reaching these positions the 5H53rd. will cross the river and estab-
1ish themselves in 1.8, Tacing S.E. and await arrival of 54th. Bn
which will follow thom &GPDEE and form up in I.7. (on right of 53rd.)
facing S.I.
55th. and 56th. Bn's will follew ( in that order) and resume their
normal positions covering H3rd, and 54th. Bn's, '

4o Battalions will arrange their own forward reconnaissence,
Rear Battalions will keep touch with forward PBattalions throughout.

5. Companies will be disposed as instructed by C.0. at conference.

6. ACKNOWLEDGEs

(Signed) N. Pinkstone, Capts.,
" Adjutant 55th. Battalion, A.I.F.

Issued by runner to:=

C.0s 5bthe Battalion Copy lio. 1
0.0 A Company 2
3 " >

C . <

5 IR R o
ReQol, 6
T:0. 7
e RelMaOo 8
Sigi Officer Y
¥ar Diary St X0 "1E
File 13.
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x le The 2nd., Audes Division have established a line facing Bast of Mt.
Ste QURNTIN-FOULIAUCOURT Road and are endeavouring to clear squares
Wh I1.21 and 22 with the object of advancing their line to the HAUT-
# ALLATNES-BISEU ROAD,. Tne attack is to be carried out by the 6th,

2¢ It 1s not known whether the enemy will still be in possession of
PERONNE when the attack is launched or whether the waterways on the
Yorthern outskirtis of ths town are passabvle.

S« XThe l4thes Ae I. Irigade has been ordered to clear the high ground
in 1.55 and Cebe 8nd €.1l1 and to maintain touch with the 6the A.l.
Brigzede at 1.24.

4. (2) The final objJective (from He to 8. is to be approximate line-
' road t}u’ﬂugh 1124- b and Cey IISO- a and E'r, thence 1155-&-2'2-
thence £ along road 10 Ceslle@e8e7e | :
(b) The inter Battalion boundary on the final objective will be
the COLOGNE RIVER inclusive to left Battalion.

O« METHOD OF ATTACK (&a). The attack will be carried out by the 54th.
Battalion (1ine right), 55rde. Battalion (line left), 56th. Bn. right
suppert, 55ths Battalion left support.

- (b) The 53rde. Battalion are tn have the 23rd., Battalion (assembling
in le.20Cebe) on thelir left during the attack. The B53rd. Battalion
will thereforoc arrange to gafrﬁjudh with the 23rd., 3attalion and to
oecupy bslore Jero a position”wnich they can move (1in conformity
with the <Srdes Bn. attack) to the vicinity of I.22. and thence attack
S.ke towards their objective Jrotecting their own right flank during
the move,

(e) The 54th, Battalion wilth follow the 53rde. Bn as far as I.22. and

will then move South under cover of 53rd, attack and secure high &
~gronnd In 1.34, and 38e., thence exploiting to the limits of their

objective.

(d) The 56th. Battalion will mop PFRONKE and will carry out the task

from both [larks and by infiltration where possible. After com-

pletion of task they will move into support of S4th, Battalion and

maintain touch.

(e)The 55the Battalion will nove (after the 54th. Bn. nas passed

Ne of FPLIKONNE) to a position in support of 53rd, Bsttalion maine

taining close llaison with that unit. ‘

6. The attack formation of the 55th. lattalion will be as follows:-
Re. Front Line right - U. COye cupport right De CoYe
4 . left =« B, " i aert A, "
Flank Companics will be responsible for their own protection.
support Com anleg will magdteln touwh throughout with front line.
7« Reports 0 Blis HiQy IA ToeXande2.5

Be -ACKUNOWLEDGE.

T B | (Signed) N. Pinkstone, Capte., °
- | ' aAdjutant 55the Battalion, A.I.F.
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263 APPENDIXZ{ 53
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WAR DIAHY'. ) - AUGUET 1918

QUARTERMASTER'S REPORT.

VOLUME 30 ' APPENDIX 24
v RATICHNS. Rations as drawn from the A.S5.C. have been good,

the percentages of fresh meat and bread drawn have been, if
b anything, higher then usual.

t POOD., - The cooks continue to do good work in preparing hot
' food of a high standard and good variety which is transported to
the line in "hot boxes". Goods received from Comforts and

the Y.M.C.A. has enavled us to supplement the issue rations con-
siderably also to increase the variety.

ORDINANCE STORES. All demands have been supplied punctually and
there are no items of importance outstanding.

BOOTS. The Bootmakers have repaired 90 pairs of boots and
when last inspected all men were in possession of serviceable boots,

WA, The quantity returned for the month was 2,300 1lbs.

COMFORTS The following Comforts were received during the months:-

; Y.M.CoAs = & issues of cigarettes,
- A.I1.F.CONMFORTS FUND. 4 Cases Puddings,
| 4 do Sauce
; 4 do Sweets,
5 do Tobacco,
3 do Cigarettes,
1 do Pickles,
1 do Cakes
O do Cocoa and Milk,
= do Biscuits,
12 do Shirts,

1l Battalion Case,

1 Gramophone,

1l Package of Playing cards, |

1l Parcel addressed A.M.C.Details.

- (Signed) C.B.Gow, Capt.,
‘Quartermaster, 855the. Battalion,A.I.F.
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WAR DIARY: = =ccemeeo- AUGUST 1918,

TRANSPORT OFFICER'S REPORT.

VOITUE 20- APPENDIX >

; ANIMALS. . Despite the hard work and shortage of green food the
animels are still in as good a condition as at the end of last month,

HaRNESS. 411 herness is in serviceable condition.

FEED. | Rations continue the same. Straw is still being
salvaged but is not as abundant here as in areas previously occupied.

Wo crops are available at present and grazing, which is very poor,
has to be relied upon a good deal.

WAGONS. One G.S.Limbered wagon has been completely destroyed
by shell fire. One water cart has also been damaged but not beyond
repair.

JORK. Owing to the fast advance of the past month, work has

been exceptionally heavy.

INSPECTIONS. Captain Tucker, Brigade Vet. Officer,inspected the lines
regularliye. Captain Graeves, M.C. made his usual monthly inspection.

CASUALTIES. 1 0/Renk wounded, 1 0/Rank Died of wounds.
= N 1 Rider, 1 Heavy draught and 3 mules killed by shell

fifa.
]

' (Signed) R.A.B.Peake, Lieut.,
Transport 0fficer, 55thes Bn. A.l.F.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1005701



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTOO05/701



