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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in I'. 8. Regs., Part 11.
and the Stalf Manual vespectively. Title pages
will he prepared in manuseript.
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4% i ﬁZJf’mmx - Sheet IEPEND_IX'Q‘_B‘
e T e (/,»‘,, T 6,‘%9!'#“; for 11to11th of July. 191b, ef 55" Battahion B.1.5)

REPORT of Lieut.-Col. D. M. McCONAGHY, C.M.C., Commanding
55th. Battalion A. I. F., on the operations of the
55th. Battalion during attack on German lines on
the night of 19th-20th. July, 1816.

At .00 (Zero Time) my Battalion was in billets in BAC ST MAUR.
At 6,00 it was disposed as follows:

12 Working Parties of 1 Sergt. and 25 Other Ranks were
in position in our old 300 yards line, and 4 Vorking Partis
of 1 Sergt, and 25 Other Ranks each were at LAYS DUMP.
These parties were drawn from ¢ and D Companies, and were
under the command of Major Holland, with 6 other officers
in charge of parties,
A and B Companies and Battalion Head Quarters were
distributed along ‘he RUE DU BCOI® in readiness to go forwmrd
]. into the 300 yard line after the 4th wave of the attack
' had gore forward
1 A prisoners' Guard of 2 Officers and 30 ¢other ranks were
‘ at LAYS DUMP.
?
!

At 7.00 or shortly afterwards the working parties, fully
loaded. went across to the Hun Lines in rear of the last wave
of the attack, and the remainder of the Battalion took up & 1
temporary position in our old 300 yards line.

At 7.24 p. m. I received the following order from Brigade:

| »please take your Headquarters and your two companies in St
"300 yards line qubetly to our old front line and await

' vorders. Do not leave our old fromt line."
; This was immediately dniu with but few easualties.
- At 8.55 p. m. I received a message from Brigade:

iﬁ »please send 1 Company to report to 0. C. 83rd Battalion
vand 1 Qompany to report to 0. O. S54th Battallon.”

1 ordered B Compeny across to support 54th Battalion and A

Gompany to support 63rd Battalion. B Company got across

without a casualty, whilst the casualties in A Company were

very slight. My Lewis Cun Section were then sent forward teo
render support where it was most needed, and their work through
very trying circumstances was of a very high order. Thix |
\ This move was completed by 9. 30 p. m. 1|

I.' At this time I was still in our erigimal front line reorgan-
| -ising working parties, many of whom had been ordered by differ-
o -ant officers to rein force fighting troops.

| About this time I advised Brigade that all my Battaliem, ith
(! the exception of a few working parties were in the Hun trenches
and that I was snifting my Headquarters over there. This I did,
arriving at 10.10 p.m. I first went to the right of our
section, where I found portions of the §3rd and one Company of
the 55th hard pressed. The 53rd had leost nearly all thelr
k officers, including their ¢. 0., and were much concerned about
their right flank, where we expected the 15th Frigede to be.
1 immediately sent an Officers’ pairoel to get intouch with the
16th Brigade, but none of the patrol returned. I then sent
snother patrol which was driven back by bombs. I therefore
| concluded the 15 th Brigade were not in positiom on our 1 ank.
Pwo barricades were built, amnd bombers and snipers stationed at
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REPORT of Lt-Col. D.M.McCONACHY,C.M.CG., (continued)

each, but the Kuns knew the country and the trenches so pérfab-
-ly that they succeeded time and again in bombing us back.
o e 1 considered a bayonet charge would be effective, and orde~
' ed Lieut. Dencomn, with 1 okher Officer, and about 50 mEm
= other ranks to charge along both parapet and paradcs, ami
drive the bombers back. This party cleared a firther 80 yards
of trench, but boeth the officers became casualties, asid the
remainder of the party were driven back again, still, however,
‘ holding for more than an hour, an additional 40 yards eof
trench.

It was now 1 a.m, On the 20th, and things had congiderably
quistened down on the right flank, but only for a time. In
the meantime I had reported to Lisut-0ol. CASS how matters
vere on the right, and he asked me to make sure wve were

\ linked up with ths 8th Brigade on our left, I found a mixturwe
of 3lst., 64th, and 55th working very hard converting 2
communication trench intc a firing line, but further to <
the left (about 3 a.m.) there were only small groups of mem .
holding the lime, at irregular intervals..

It was at about this time that some foolish orders were .
circulated, something to this effect: "Our ewn Artillery are
"shelling us." "VWe have been ordered to retire.”™ I had the
support of about § officers at this time, and we checked this
confusion and kept the men in their trenches within a radius
of about 26 yards, but the remainder to the left, made their
;, way back to cur front line. The enemy noticing this pusjed
his advantage with bombers on our left flank, as he was also
doing most vigorously on our right flank. At 4.15 a.m. I
reported to gol. OASS that unless strong reinforcements were
hurried forward, there was a good chance of tie two enemy
bombing perties joining forces behind us, and thus cutting
us 6:°f. Atthis stage we received orders for the l4th.
Brigade to take up a position in our own front line, and
Col. CASS detailed me to organise a rearguard action. |
kept Capt. GIBBINE and 4 other officers, and about 50 men
to do this, ard it was due to the very fi e action of thess
mén that the remainder of the garrison were able to get acrass
NO MAN'S LAND with comparatively few casualties. They
fought very valiantly, and their leader, Capt. CIBBINS, was
killed, and 2 Officers and 25 men of the party are missing.

The Staff arrangeme ts in regard to supplies &c. proved
very workable, and we received promptly all support asked fe,
especially rom our advanced Brigade Head ters. I
must say, however, that practically all communication had to
be maintained by runners,the telephone service not proving
adequate. This is surely due to theterrific beombardme:t
cutting the lines.
| I would also like to mention that, even at this stage, theae .
| are meny men who cannot handle bombs. I even saw men throwimng
Mills Grenades without withdrawing the safety pin This was
not pceculiar to any one Battalion.
i1 am sending a further report mentioning the gm work done
by individuals,for consideration.

I . L'l'--*'fCﬁl
. 23rd July, 1916. 0.0.55th Battalion A.I.F.
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