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‘The merning was inelined te be foggy and was very eeld, but the day turned sut fine,

All the available men in the Detail Gamp were paraded by the R _S M, 6 and afterwards reperted

te the Engineers fer Hut censtruetien which was carried out until 4,15 p.m,

The Rattalien Reat Statien is still being esrried en and is fer the purpese of treating wmen
aent baek frem the Trenches with :ymptlmuh-flTr;n:h {untt;tu,

ther ranks left te attend Lewis Gun Scheel el lInsiruetiien, ; |
gi:ut..tils-n alse I2] reinfercements reperted te Detail Camp during the day and were taken

t th of the Battalien, - * .
;?Ufh:l:i;:ziitd'by Lieut, Willismsen,Battalien Intelligence officer left Battalien Head:

- quart ers at Rese Trench te inspest the ares eccupied by the Fattalien in the trenches,

fez which prevailed threugheut the day,C,0, and Lieut, Williamsen were
i:iigtz',§33¢2:‘:¥.r1fnc tE t;- frent line trenches and interviewed each auapnnyiannn?niir
in turn as regards the cenditien ef the trenches and &lse their Cempany iiupllitlnn:i nil L&
the frent line, The trenches were found te be in a very bad state ewing te the centinu a
weather asnd altheugh the men had werked all threugh the previeus night trying te :1;IIII
matters very little dmprevement ceuld be neticed, €,0, returned te Battalien Headquarters

m " .
;iiza:g;;lﬁ;nural rlliett arrived at Battslien Headquarters and in Gempany with thltiijutnnt
inspested Rese Trench alse Regimental Ald pest , He was very »leased with the ng lt‘ m;g
were werking,alse the way im whieh the relief hud been carri =3 eut the wrevieus n gt .
secordmnce witn @,0, inssructions eaeh Gemmany in the frent Line seat bask parties Te = ;
themselves aequainted with tae Ceuntry in rear of the frent line trenches, alse in case o
emergency te enable them te ael as guid;: fer ratien parties, rllitf} ete,
verything was ver uiet,
:g:i:f ;?;.‘;{i:l; iﬂl :funild ani ghr-niitp:r ranks were killed by snipers, 4 ether ranks
and 8 weunded by Artillery Fire,

;;i.iﬁii;.:ﬂ:nupan very hlniy barrage en eur right frent, Owing te the laek ;?ttllqgfqnin
communicatieon it was impessible te tell exametly frem Battalien Headquarters wia pl:h i.‘
of the line the barrage was aetually en, Runners were therefere i@nldintnly d-;;:t ed in
pairs te endeaveur te get the required infermatien frem Cempanies in the fr:nt n:ﬁ =
The fellewing message was alse despatched to thllﬁrtilllrF:LilillH Of fiscer "Enemy e ng
very heavy en right frent - please render assistanee",

The fellewing message was received frem I5th Brigade Headquarters "Enemy attaeking eur right

front, Repert situatien every fifteen minutes .
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Message as felleWs
with yeur Reserve
Repert any agtien”
The fellewiing meszage
chelling appears te De slackening',

The follewing message Was sent te I;Eth Brigade Headquarters "Have sent runners te ebtain ine-
fermatien frem frent line, AS seell as they return infermatien will be sent yeu ", -
Vessage was received frem 15th Brigade as fellews: "Gan yeu identify peint ef attack vet?

was received frem I5th Brigade "Be prepared te carry eut eeunter attaeck
Cempany 1n event of enemy ledgment in eur trench, Aet en yesur ewn initiative

was YEG® tent frem Battalien te IGth Prigeds Hesdgquarters "ZEnemy

The fellewing message Was despatchel to I5th Brigade "Enemy shelling appesrs
ef Menseen,Rlizzard and 7enith Tremhes, Have sent runners te ascertain,
"through frem frent 1ine Gempanies, Eneamy shelling quiet",
The fellewing message Was received frym I5th Brigade "De you

te be in directien
Ve runners yvetb

still require eur artilléry te fire

Message despatehed as follews " gituatien quieter

consider advisable eur Artillery centinuss®,
The fellewing message Was despatched "Mnner just srrived frem Headquarters,Battalien en right

gsking if situatien is nermal with me "His Battalien Tesdquarters is unaware ef anything
unususl, Ne runners hewever threugh frwm their frent line",

The fellewing messaze Was despatched "Oow artillery may ease aewn new"

"gitigtien nermal with hestile artillery fire",

"Runnr just
gitustien is new nerms
wgrtillery fire caused practieally ne damag"
Threugheut the remainder of the night everyhing was nermal,
fine but very celd,

A1l availsble men frem Petail Camp were
the building ef hutls, .

2 etheér ranks left teattend Signalling geheelgf Instruectien

returned frem frent line with infermatien
Ne setien fellewed enemy artillery fire, Enemy

agai Iup‘;li.i te the Engineers te ecarry en with

5 ether ranks were evacusted te hespital siekand three ether ranks departed en leave to the |
nited Kingdem,
%uring' thtgu-r'ning ¢.0, and Intelligence offier left te preceed te the frent line but ewing te

there being ne communicatien trenches it was lhgssible te meve dewn the ferward slepe le
A3834 Wt Wyg73 ME87 750,000 816 D.D. & L.Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13. wheye
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where the trenches were situsted ewing te the activity ef the enemy snisers, -
During the merning the left flark cempany reperted enemy sniping very astive in frent ef Wiles
Trensh,twe men having been killel threugh same, Fatigue narty frem"RB" Cey, sccupying Rese
Treneh where Battalien Headquarters is situated te Needle Dump and breught ferward reughly
abeut I000 sandbags te Rese Treneh which were te be ferwarded on again as seen as darkness fell
te the frent line trenches fer resfgtting purpecses ete,

Except for the usual enemy artillery fire everything was fairly quiet a&leng the Battalien

frent threugheut the day, During the evening !/0 visited Needle Trench and arranged with the
55th Battalien fer duck beards te be taken up te gha frent line with the ratiens, laln.tiﬂu ar -

rived as seen as darkness fell alse whale oil and rifle eil, and these were sent up te the frent

line with the usual fatigue parties. Reperts reseived frem the frent line state that th
are cheerful and in geed health, SLR at the men

- Feur ether ranks were weunded during ‘he day,

The weather was dull and very eeld, .

- The usual werk was carried out by the Yetails in camp en hut censtruectien under the supervisien

- of the Eangineers,

11,30
a m, |
| 12,20
. P,
1,46
»om, |
3430
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Merning repert received frem the frent \ine stated that situatien was nermal and feed arrange-
ments satisfactery « the feed being het and geed quantity, '

Coelenel Hirst of the 2nd Divisienal Artillery called at Battalien Headquarters und tegether
with the €,0, and Intelligence Officer wmt ferward en te the ridge everleeking the frent line
trenches and endeaveured te get seme poesiiien frem whiech te- register gums, By werking frem
shiell hele te shell hele the party was ab.e te reagh the remaintef great Bear treneh, and

 frem here it was pessidle te wateh the sheting by the batteries, time table having been ar-

ranged beferehand,
,0,6, I4th Infantry Brigade arrived at Baliglien Headquarters and inspected Rese Trench,

The ¢,0, returned and met G,0,C, Brigade ant discussed several matter cencerning the relief,
€,0, was instrueted te arrange relief directwith the 55th Battalien

C,0, left te interview €,0, 55th Battalien al Needle Treneh and arrange Details of the relief
The day was fairly quiet with very little shaling, .

€.,0, arrived back frem Neelle Treneh and immejately issued erders fer the relief oen the 4th

instant by the 55th Battalien, These erders wre duly sent te each Cempany Cemmander by runner, i

Lieuts, Cehien and Wilsen arrived with 93 men figm the Detail Camp, These men were appertiened
te Companies, A shell fell amengst them whilstthey were being allstted te Companies but luekil

AsB34 Wt W4q73'M687 750,000 816 D.D.& L. Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13. enly
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‘neen- trenches, alse the eemmunicetion treneh at present under eenstruetien,
12,30 €,0, and Majer Xing left Battalien Headquarters and inspected the esemmunieatiern trenches under

Pol,

P, 1,
2

Pou,
3, 20

| 3,650 Captain Wilsen ef the 55th arrived ar Rese Trench and teek ever frem "B" Gey
t.m, | 2353 Wt Wa544/1454 700,000 5/15 D.D.&L. -ADSS./Forms/C. 2118. i .
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l

12,456 6,0,6, Brigade arrived at Battalien Headquarters and in cempany with Adjutant interviewed RMN,O,

Summary of Events and Infarmation

only ene man was killed and ene weunded,

g;:l was received frem "A" Qoy, te the effeet that Feur men were killed and twe weunded by shell
e, A

Het ratiens were sent up as usual under cever of darkness by fatigue parties te the front line

and were mueh appreciated by the men,

Twe Cempany Cemmanders frem the 55th Battalien went up with the ratien party and remained the

night in the frent line with Cempany Cemmanders with a view te beceming fully aequainted with

the frent line trenches, The night was very quiet, The usual enemy shalling teek place,with

eccasienal heavy bursts ef shelling en the right,

The tetal csasualties threugheut the day were 6 men killed and I0 weunded by enemy shell fire

I2 men were evacuated te Hespital and 40 men were gent bamek te the Details frem the frent line

~after their tour ef duty in the trenches,

The weather wus coeld bhut the day dry and fine,

Usual fatigue parties ecarried out werk in ®etail Camp censtruetimg huts,

Majer Simpsen having received instruetiens frem C,0, that the Battalien weuld retyrn te camp

during the evening eeekers were recalled and arrangements made for « ket mesl te be issued te
. the memn em their arrival, alse all huts amd dugeuts in sccerdance with ¢.0% imstruetions were

l“ﬂﬁ_ ¢l caned and ared foer thi
A y'i Pr op @ men,

| braziers were alse supplied,

and diseussed, the fermer the pessibilities of a ferward gun pesitien te deal with hestile tanks,
the latter discussing the werk at present geing en in the frent line system eof trenches,
Najer King G,8,0, 2, Divisien,salled at Battalien Hesdquarters and discussedthe frent line

censtiruetion in the Brigade area,

sencerning the health of the men,
.0, with Majer King arrived bask after inspecting the cemmuniecatien trenches,

 The R, M,0, of the 55th ®attalien arrived and relived RM,0, 56th Battalien whe then rEkxxamixim
sreceaded direct te camp at Pernafay Weed with hjs A M, G, persennel, | |

~_Appendices

Hemuarks and |
relerences to !

after having been replaced by reinfercements, Thé 40 men sent baek were shewing signs ef weskness

|

Celenel Cehen of the Artillery alse Majer Raskiele of the Eugimeers called at Battalien Headquartfers
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Gelenel We Cenaghy,?,0, 56th Rattalien, srrived with Headquarter gignallers, and established
himself at Battalien Hesdquarters, '

Guides arrived frem the frent line Companies and at the same heur the head of the 55th Battalien
Companied for the frent line arrived at Xese Trenech and were teaken ever by the guides,preceeding
direet te the frent line, =

e e

| The relief was reperted cemplete, at whieh hour the aiinkzmk €,0,, accompanied by the Adjutant,

left Ter Bernafay Camp, arriving at 10,30 p.m,

By midnight all ranks frem the trenches had returned te Bernafay Camp,

14 sther ranks were evacusted teo Hespital, ' _

2/Lieut, G, R, Ceurtney and § ether ranks were weunded, and 4 ether ranks were killed,

WAR DIARY . Army Form C. 2118. T

-
% |

Hemarks and
reflerences to

__Appendices

News was received that Lieut, J A, Schefield was evacuated te hespital frem 4th Army Sniping Mh”l.

Weather was dull and eeld,

 The merning was deveted te an exsminatien by the R, N, 0, of all ranks in the Battalien, Cempany

Commanders were instrueted te see that 2ll men in their Cempanies rubbed their feet with whale
eil

c,o: held a meeting of Company Commanders and discussed the teur eof duty in the trenches,alse
asking fer any suggestliens frem Cempany Cemmanders for the ecomfort of the men during the next
time the Battalien ie in the Trenches, @,0, alse impressed upen Cempany Cemmanders the abselute

negesgity fer taking all precautiens te avekd Treneh Feet, whieh eemplaint became faildy prlfﬂlut |

during the Battalien®s last teur of duty in the trenches,

Vessage was received frem Brigade te the effect that the Battalien,exeluding Transpert, weuld
meve te Delville Weed Camp on the fellewing day, This infersmatien was immediately passed on
te Company Commanders and all necessary arrangements made,

Puring the afterneen & parade was held at which all men rubbed their feet with whale eil under
the supervision ef Cempany Qfficers,

£6 other ranks were evacuated to Hespital msiek, 5 ether ranks rejeined ex hespital, :
Captain G ,H, Nann,2/Tieut, Creber and 8 ether ranks departed on leave te the Unéted Kingdem,
Puring the afterneen the Adjutant lefi feor Delville Weed Camp te interview the ¢,0, of the
49th Battalien,whieh Battalien was then eeccupying the Camp, On his return the Rattialien advance
party of 2 Offieers,alee of I0 other ranks per Cey, were sent eoff te take charge of Pelville

Weed Camp imxkand prevent gny eutside Units frem taking timber, iren ete, frem tke Camp,

Coelenel Wagstaffe, 6,8,0,1 Pivisien, arrived and interviewed the ‘¢ ,0, cencerning varieus matters
conneeted with the frent line system eof trenches,

2353 Wt Was44/1454 700,000 5/15 D.D.& L. A.D.S.5./Forms/C. 2118,
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SOMNME | Dees, |
¢ | The weather was eeld and dull and eceasienal very light shewers fell during the dey,
a The Battalien meved off under Senier Majer fer Delville Weed Camp, axriving at 8,45 a,m,
a m, The aseeommedation was feund te be very fair, altheugh enly dug~eut aeccommedatien, TLuekily
| hewever it was wet weather seceemmedatien,
i On the Battalien's arrival,Cempanies immediately made arrangements fer Cempany DPrying Huts,
| and under these arrangements & fair number of wet secks were able ts be dried, Werk was
| #lse cemmenced te ereet a drying shed in eennectien with the camp,next the A M ¢, seup kitchen,
Lieut, »,E,0°HEalleran and 2 ether ranks were evacuated te qupit:i. 3 ether renks rejeined
ex weunded,
n Weather dull and celd,
9 C,0, left fer Brigade Headquarters te interview the Brigadier in aececerdance with & message received
a,m, the previeous evening and returned te Headquerteras at 12 neen, The ¢, 0, Was infermed by the G.oqﬂ.
| : Brigade that the Battalien weuld relieve the 54th Battalien in the suppert line the fellewing
evening,
Ne fatigues of any description were carried eut by the Battalien during the day, the men being
? gllewed te rest, '
2 ether ranks were evasuated te Hespital,
31 reinfercements jeined the Battslien,
2/Lieut, Gerden and three other ranks rejeined ex leave,
8 Rain fell almest eentinually during the day,
I0 | Brigade Operatien Qrder was received regarding the meve of the Rattalien during the afterneen,
&, m, C,0, thereupen issued erders te Company Cemmanders, and instructed them tes meve independently:;
the Battalien dispesitiens being "A" and "B" Cempanies at Needle Trench,"¢" and "D" Cempanies
with A M,C, at Switeh Trench, _
2,30 | C,C, "A"™ Cempany netified Batialien Headquarters that his Qempany was just meving eut, The
| - ether Companies with attached fellewed at Shert intervals,
After the meve of the Battalien frem Delville Weed the Details remaining behind returned te
Pernafay Camp, ‘
Lieut, R, M, Wilsen and ¢ ether ranks left fer Cerps Remb Scheel, 5 ether ranks left fer
Stekes Nertar and Lewis Gun Scheels respestively,
One man rejeiyed ex hespital,
puring th!ﬂ alien Pieneers were able te complede the Drying Shed next te the A M. G, Seup
Vitehen at"Delville VWeed, This Drying Shed wasy then taken ever by Brigade fer the purpese .
of having all gum beets in the Brigasde dried,
’ 23513 Wt Wassq/1454 700,000 5/15 D.D.& L. ADSS. [Forms/C, 2118, -
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SOVME | Dee, ' Rain fell without ceaking throughout the day, the weather being very wet,
| 9 Only selfesuwpporting fatigues were supplied by the Details in Camp,
| Hot food was taken on mules to the Battalion in the trenches, The ground is again in an
| | extremely bad condition and very difficult to move over, '
| A fair number of men are being returned each day from the Rattalion to the Battalion Rest
| - Station for treatment, on account of colds, etec,
4 other ranks were evacuated to Hospital,
' During the morning inspection was held of both Needle and Switch Trenches after which all
. rifles were inspected, also the feet of all men, During the inspection the trenches
. were noticed to be in a rather dirty state but this was soon remedied by fatigue parties put
' on, A fatigue party of 50 men was also supplied at Needle Trench for the general improvement
' of the trench, also I00 men were supplied at Switch Trench for making shelters, |
| I1  Major Backtold of the Fngineers called at Pattalion Headquarters and discussed with C,0,
| a,m, various works which were in progress,
| 12,20 G,0,C, Brigade,and Brigade Major arrived at Battalion Headquarters and after discussing
i p,m, several matters,C,0, returned with them to Brigade Headquarters,
4 0,0, returned from Prigade after having arranged with Brigadier for the issue of Gum boots
| p.,m, to all men in the Support trenches,
! Fatigue parties were supplied during the afternocon and Gum boots were drawn and issued to
- all men,
| ' Fothing else of much consequence happened during the remainder of the day or throughout the
| ' night,
I0 Rain again fell almost without ceasing throughout the day, The weather still continues cold,
" The construction of the dryingeshed by the Battalion Pioneers at Delville Wood has now
' been completed and Brigade are using same for the purpose of drying any wet Gum boots which
are returned from the trenches,
puring the morning word was received from C,0, 30th Battalion regarding 58 30th Battalion
reinforcements recently allotted to the Battalion, and asking that same might be returned to
30th Battalion, This was agreed to,
I other rank was evacuated to Hospital sick,
| I man was killed and two were wounded,ore of whom remained at duty,
Throughout the day very little of much importance happened in either of the Support trenches
| Usual fatigues as on the previous day were sypplied,otherwise no alteration in the pro-
1 gramme took place, :
II The morning was fine and frosty, The afternoon, however, turned out showery,
! Ligute Wk, 0 H8110%8n0 And 7. okher K anks rejoined ex sick, Jat
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SOMMRE | II

. Fatigue of 2
'leading to the Front line,
.~ owing to the
darkness, &e
.~ Pattalion,
.9,30
a,m, modation,
. had veen

they had been during

c,0, left to visit switch Trench and see what progress was being

on returning C,0,
carried out on the communicatson trench by the pettalion party and found that ex-

e F—— s —

relerences to
Appendices

Two other ranks rejoined ex schools,
Lieut, C.T, Bentley and two other
3 other ranks were wounded by
A fair amount of aeroplane activity was noticed
Trench receiving some attention from hostile
officers,8 N,CQ's and 100 men went forward to

ranks were evacuated to Hospital sick,

shell fire,
during the morning which resulted in Needle

artillery,
work on the communication trench

A fair amount of work was able to be carried out by this fatigue

fact that they were able to see what they were doing and were not hindered by

the previous week when made to work at night by the Pioneer

made building fresh accom=

and Adjutant then went forward to look at the work which

cell ent progreses had been made,
. puring the day it rained on and off though not sufficiently to interfere with the work

which was being carried out,

12 | snow fekl during

o8 men were evacuated to

of this Rrigade up
CeO4
| gbout the relief
| issued to the effect
also thef Battalion
would move forward

Needle Trench,

|
| p,m,  maining three Companies,

‘ Poll, was completed by 9 p,IM,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

went forward to Rose

which is to take place during
that "C" Coy, would move

Headquarter Signallers,R,M,0, and A, M,C, details ,

gs soon as it became dark,

Advance party from the 55th pattalion arrived at 2 p,m, to take over stores etc, at

4 *o* Coy, passed Needle Trench on its way to Rose Trench ,

5 ¢c,0, and Adjutant moved to Rose

. The day passed fairly quietly,ncthing of much importance happening through hostile artillery,
the early morning
~ All men in Netail Camp were employed on camp fatigue
. with hut constructionin addition to providing carrying parties for hot food,
Hopital duting the day,

. During the day Prigade Operation Order No, H2 was
to and including I9th instant,

and the day turned out cold with frequent showers,
and assisting the Battalion Pioneers

Two men rejoined ex hospital,
received containing particulars of moves

54th Battalion and make arrangements

on arriving back orders were

at 2 p,m, to ROBse Tr ench,

The remaining Comparies

Trench to interview C,0,
the evening,
from Switch Trench

This Coy, was followed by the re=

trench srriving there at 5,20 p,1, The whoke of the relief

As814 Wt Wyg73/'M687 750,000 8/16 D.D. & L. Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13.

RCDIGT1005/717



| [nstructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118. oL

or

/ Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 11. INTELLIG'ENCE SUMMARY.

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages

. W 1'. . 1) -5 "
will be prepared in manuscript. . (Erase heading not required.)

F g
Place Date

Dec,
SOMVE 12 9,20
Py |

| I3

10

Hour

T4

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

—= = mmr e — e m—— — —EE T

Summary of Events and Information

,]L"'I-

-3

Ty e Ty " - = Remarks dna

references to
Appendices

— — = - . —_— —— e

The German Artill ery put up an intense barrage in rear of the front line which lasted for 30
minutes , No casualties, however, were suffered and very little damage was done,
The remainder of the night was quiet,
The weather was again 65?1 and very cold, also occasional showers fell throughout the day,
en in the Detail Camp were employed on the usual fatigues, - .
guring the day Brigade Operation Order 53 was received to the effect that the Battalion
would be relieved on the folbowing evening and would move to Delville Wood Camp,
Lieut Fddison and 2/Lieut, Bull returned ex leave and 4 other ranks rejoined ex sick,
2/1ieut, Renen and 14 other ranks departed on leave to the United Kingdom,
Yo casualties were suffered during the day, _ | . L.
CL0, went to the front line,visiting both flank Companies, also inspecting the condition of the
trenches, During the inspection C,0, made inquiries from the men regarding their fitness
and also concerning the condition of their feet, and the hot fuud*thuy'waru nhpalning.
All men were quite satisfied with the rations and stated that their feet were in good
condition, R, f
Whale oil was used as usu wice a day, _
The morning passed with the usual amount of shelling,which resulted in very little damage,
5 hostile aeroplanes commenced to fly towards the front line trenches but turned before
reaching same :
The fragt 11n; trenches are still in a very bad state and owing to the fact that other
pattalions who had occupied the trenches since the Rattalion’s last tour had undercut *
certain places the trenches were made worse, as owing to the wet weather they had fa11-n in,
The men, however, were all cheerful, .
C.0, iaLuud inut;uatiunaduring the afterncon concerning the relief to be carried out during
the night I4/1%th instant, _
The wutherﬁﬁli cold and dull, occasional heavy showers falling throughout the day, The
ground is now in a very bad state, ‘
All available men in Detail Cmmp were sent to Delville Wood Camp for the purpose of
cleaniig up the camp and making all dug=outs habitable for the men on their arrival from
the trenches, Wood was also collected and braziers prepared, also whale oil,rifle oil and
flannell ette were taken to the camp to be in readiness for the Battalion on arrival,
ginee the Battalion was last in Delville Wood Camp a number of dugouts were found to have
been wrecked and the woodwork apparently used for fuel, At the last moment, however,
¥ajor Simpson was able to secure two sheds from the Camp Commandant; otherwise some
of the men would have been without shelter,
As834 Wt Wygy3'M6B7 750,000 8/16 D.D. & L. Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13.
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Oone man was wounded during the day, 4 men were evacuated to Hospital,

During the morning C,0, visited front line trenches and also XXNXXEAXEXMN inspected
communication trenches, During the afterncon C,0, 55th Battalion arrived to arrange about
the relief, ; _

Nord was received that the Medical officer, his Details and also Headquarter Signallers

.~ had been relieved by the 55th Battalion, K "C% Coy, at Rose Trench was relieved shortly after-
. wards, The whole of the relief was completed at 8,25 p,m, Companies moved independently
. from the front line trenches to Delville Wood Camp, halting on the way at Delville Wood

.~ Soup kitchen for the purpose of leaving Gum boots and obtaining a hot cup of soup,

" on arrival at Delville Wood Camp all men were given a hot meal and were than made to rub

| their feet with whale o0il, _

. Weather was cold and dull, rain and sleet falling at intervals throughout the day,

c,0, made an inspection of the camp and returned to Headquarters at II p.m,

 Information was received today to the effect that Captain Lucas (sick) had been evacuated
. land, |

3 A;tﬁggfh- ¥,0%s inspection of the Battalion during the morning it was found that about

40 men were suffering from swollen and sore feet, These men were immediately confined to
their dug=outs and orders issued to Company Commanders that they were to receive special
attention,

2 other ranks were evacuated to Hospital and six rejoined ex hospital,

The remainder of the day was devoted entirely to cleaning up and improving dugeouts,

The weather was again cold and dull, However, very little rain fell during the day, The
ground is still in a very bad condition which makes matters very difficult for the Transport,
20 reinforcements joined the Battalion during the day, 3 other ranks rejoined ex leave and
two departed on leave,

- One N,C,0, was wounded by a high explosive shell, One Other rank was slightly wounded but
. remained at duty, *

| No work was carried out by the Battalion during the day,the men being allowed to rest as
much as possible,

Weather throughout the day was cold and foggy, _

c,0, inspected the Detail Camp, returning to Headquarters at Delville Wood at noon,

I7 reinforcements joined the Battalion, 7 other ranks rejoined ex leave and 8 other ranks
were evacuated to Hospital sick,

As834 Wt. Wygy3 M687 750,000 8/16 D D. & L. Ltd. .Forms/C.2118/13.
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SOMME i 18 10 C,0, carried out the usual inspection of Transport Lines and Detail Camp,returning to Head-

a,m,

19
|
20
| ;agm,
2
1’:“1
E
| I0
| a,m,
I. | 5
| »,m,
| i
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- quarters at noon,

The health of the men is now showing signs of improvement , especially those men who had
gore feet,
| Since the Battalion was last in the trenches only three men have beenevacuated with Trench
' Feet, This can be considered very satisfactory indeed, as it covers a period of roughly IO
ldayu, The men are still being exercised as much as pnuible on the duckboards, Very little
can be done on the ground in its present bad condition,

‘TLieut, G, A, Williamson and three other ranks were evacuated to hospital sick,

'Three other ranks left for duty at Training Battalion,®England,

‘Lieut, Wilson and I5 other ranks rejoined ex school,

' 4 other ranks rejoined ex hospital and two ex 1eave,

'The weather was very cold and dull, Snow fell during the afternoon, The ground is now
'hard frozen and therefore a fair muunt of exercise can be indulged in by the Battalion,
'Fntigul party of JI00 other ranks was supplied during the day to carry duck=boards forward
to Rose Trench, Otherwise no fatigues were supplied by the Battalion,

S)ucu.l attention is still being paid to the care of the mens’ feet; A plentiful supply of
|whule 0il being a:lwayu available and men being made to rub their fut twice daily, under
the Company of ficers' supervision,

|Hnjnr Simpson departed on leave to the United Kingdom, 3 other ranks rejoined ex school
and 7 ex hospital,

Brigade Operation Order was received during the afternoon to the effect that the Battalion
would proceed to Mametz Huts on the 2Ist instant and to Buire on the following day, :
‘I‘h- weather throughout the day was fine and the ground hard frozen, :

B30 Fntigue party of one Officer and 50 other ranks reported to R,E, Dum,Rernafay r_.xtnnuiun,

for fatigue work, Otherwise no unusual fatigues were cnrrlud uut by the Battalion, The
health of the men is now becoming fairly good,very few men showing signs of sore flat
C,0, issued Operation Order as per copy attached,concerning the move to Mametz Huts,

24 reinforcements joined the Battalion, 6 men rejoined ex leave, 2 other ranks were
evacuated to Hospital sick,

Rain fell at intervals, The weather was very cold,

‘The Battalion moved off by Platoons to Mametz Huts arriving about noon,

Rattalion Transport left Bernafay at I1I_I5 a,m, and arrived at Mametz Huts about I p,m
c,0, ismued Operation Order concerning {he move to Ruire on the following day,

Li:ut ?mnun and I0 other ranks departed on leave to the United Kingdom,
33334 W4g73'M687 730,000 816 D.D. & L. Ltd. Furmst 2118/13,
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SOMME = 2I On arrival at Mametz Huts orders were immediately issued by C,0, to all Company Commanders
| | instructing them to devote the afternoon to a thorough cleaning of the mens® clothes,
| | equipment etc,, slso to see that the mens’ feet were thoroughly rubbed with whale oil, This
| | ~ was duly carried out and a considerable improvement was noticed the following day,
| R . A few showers fell during the morning but about II a,m, the rajn ceased and the remainder
A - of the day was fine, 4
| Io,IF The Battalion moved off from Mametz Huts and proceeded to Willow Siding,entraining there for
| a,m, Meaulte, from where they marched to Pillets at Buire,arriving about 2 p,m,
| | The Rattalion transport left Mametz Huts at II a,m, and arrived at Buire about 2,20 » m,
| | The roads traversed by the Rattalion Transport were generally speaking in very good order,
‘ . The remainder of the afternocon was devoted to general settling down of the men,
| E Capt, G,H, Mann and Lieut, Creber rejeined ex leave
| The Lewis Gun gecti-n has new been disbanded wund the persennel distributed ahengst the
. Varieus Cempanies,
23 | Weather fine and fairly celd,
. In accerdance with instructiens frem Cerps Cemmander that the men be given twe er three
 days reat, ne eutdeer parades were held, The merning, hewever,was deveted teo cleaning
| up of glgthlng, arms and equipment,inspectien eof feet and apwlicatien ef whale oil under
 Supervisien ef Cempany Officers, and te ascertawining shertages,
The afterneen was deveted te bathing - the Fattalien sending 100 men te the Divisienal
| Paths every hoeur frem I te 4 »,m, inclusive under Brigade arrangements, Fach man after
| |  belng bathed was issued with & cemplete change of underclething,
/ | During theé merning C,0, inspected the parades and billets,
| 3 Gantril'ﬂirdr.-g called at Battalien Headquarters and discussed with C,0, matters in
k. B, M, general cencerning the Pattalien,
10,30 2/Lieut, Hicks and JI2 ether ranks arrived at Pattalien Headquarters te jein the Pattalimn
iJ PN, | &8 reinfercements, Ne netificatien had been received that this batch ef reinfercement s
weuld arrive, All the men were witheut blankets, and as there were ne superflueus
bi;ﬁtutn at the Pattalien Quartermaster Stere, they had te de witheut blankets fer the
n : :
L@iut, Gil?ey.and 7 ether ranks rejeined ex scheeol, i
Lieut, Christiansen and 9 ether ranks rejeined ex sick and 2 ether ranks ex weunded |
Lieut, Pitt rejeined ex Ath Brigade Headquarters, . |
“\ ' | } i A5834 Wi Wyg73/M687 730,000 816 D D& L. Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13. ;
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RUIRE | Dec, - A few shewers fell during the merning but the remainder of the day was fine, It was met
| 24  particularly celd,
| 10 | Church parade was held at 10 a,m, In the afterneen Cempanies went fer a shert reute
| ' a,m, march in clean fatigue, afterwhich further drafts were sent te the Divisienal Baths, The
! | bath and the clean change tend te censiderably impreve the spirits ef the men,
| Ne further parades were held during the day,
| 2/Lieut, Rew and three ether ranks rejeined ex sick,
t i 3 ether ranks were evacuated te hespital,
25 | The weather was dull and celd, with eccasiensal shewers,
Staff Parade of N,C,0'2 was held at 8 a,m, and Church Parade at I0,30 a,m,
Ne further parades were held threugheut the day,
1T | C,0, made an inspectien of the RPillets, and returned te Headquarters at neen, |
| a,m,  Captain Reberts and 2 ether ranks rejeined ex Scheel, |
| 3 ether ranks were evacuated te Hespital and three ether ranks departed oen leave te the |
| United ¥ingdem,
| 26, - During the merning the weather was fine and celd - light shewers fell almest centinually
E in the afterneen, Training wvas cemmenced te=day in accerdance with syllabus ef Plateen
| Training submitted te Rrigade, Physical exercises including running were carried sut
frem 7,15 te 7,45 &a,m,, Inspectien of men's feet was held and each man massuged his
| feet with whale eil, between 9 and 9,30 a,m, The later part of the merning was deveted
t entirely te Plateon inspectisn and drill, During the afterneen wll Platsens carried osut
i | & shert reute march,
| | Staff Parade of 811l W, C,0%s was held at 8,45 a,m,, at which the Adjutant cerefully
| inswected every N,0,0,, and afterwards explained their duties as N, Cc ,0's, very fully
| The Parades held were very satisfactery and altheugh & censiderabvle amesunt of reom fez
inprevement is still neticeable, the men appear te have settled dewn te thelr werk
with a regult that & general smartening up all reund is neticeable, During the merning
CeO,, inspected Rillets and alse visited Cempany Parades, The Transpert Sectien is new
werking very hard endeaveuring te clean harness of &ll mud , alse the limbers,
During the day practicaly all the harness was washed and afterwards dubbined,
| Lieut, J,Nerisen and 2 Y/Ranks lefli feor Divisienal Infantry Scheel, 2/1Lt, W,Hicks and
| ¢ O/Ranks left fer Lewis Cun Scheel, 8/0/Runks were evacuated te hespital, 1 U/R,,
returned ex leave and 1 ex sick, | -
As834 Wt Wyo73'M687 750000 8/16 D.D. & L. Ltd. Forms/C.2r18/13. ?
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Weather threugheut the dasy was fine but celd, During the night a heavy feg prevailed,
Training was again carried eut threugheut the day under Plateen leaders, the training

being similar te that ef the srevieus day, Owing te the fact that &ll Cempany Specialists
sre training with their Plateens during Plateen training it is pessible for the Plateen
Lesders te have quite & decent marade of their Plateens, Ne Smecialit training is there-
fere being carried sut until after the fifth day ef Plateen training, In additien

te the training an Instructir frem the Divisienal Infantry Scheel reperted te ihe

Pattalion fer the surpese of instructing the ¥ ,C,0%z of the Battalien in physical drill
during the merning and in bayonet fighting during the afternoon, Each Company Commander
selected four suitable N,C,0'= to report to the Instructor for the above instruction,

C.0, made the usual inspection of Billets during the morning, :

C.0, held a Meeting of Company Commanders and discussed several points which had been
noticed during the two day’s Platoon Training, also to discuss the training of Company
Specialistis,

5 other ranks left for duty on Railway Construction and two for ®igeon School,

Three other ranks were evacuated to Hospital and § other ranks rejoined ex sick,

A heavy frost prevailed during the morning and the weather throughout the day was cold and dull 1
although no rain fell, | -

Throughout the day the usual ®latoon Training was carried out under Platoon leaders,

C,0, inspected Billets, |

Each Platoon of "A"™ and "D" Companies sent three men for special instruction by the Divisional
School Instructor in Rifle Grenades, The Rattalion Pioneers were engaged in the construction
of targets for musketry, which is to be carried out By the Battalion on the 29th instant,

The Adjutant left to report at Brigade Headquarters to receive instructions regarding

the Divisional Commander®s visit on the following day,

A message was received from Brigade to the effect that the Divisional Commander would

inspect the Battalion on the following day and that the early morning parade was to be
devoted to a general cleaning up of the Billets,equipment etc, These instructions were duly
passed on to all Company Commanders,

2 other ranks were evacuated to hospital, .
Weather was fine and cold during the day, Throughout the night rain fell almost without ceaing
The original programme of work aslaid down for Platoons was slightly altered, the early
morning being devoted to cleaning up instead of to Physical Training,

After all men had massaged their feet with whale 0il Platoons moved off to Training ground

¢ uﬂ 3?&"\?\'&9%}'&{ ? a%g?u]éun%,’ 1? !ﬂ. %E§ L.q,?d.w%n}mlgfcg EE?( 1 3'.3'}"1 LGt :
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"A" Company carried out musketry on the 100 yards range from 7,30 to I2 noon , after which
"B" Company Carried out musketry until dark, The results showed that the shooting as far as

has been decided was very falr, A considerable amount of improvement, though,is still
necessary, However, owing to shortage of Range accommodation it is not possible to carry
out as much Musketry as is necessary,

The Divisional Commander inspected the Battalion,also the Transport during the morning,
"c" and "D" Companies supplied three men per Platbon for special instruction by the
Divisional Infantry School Instructor in Rifle Grenades,

2/Tieut, Benson and 7 other ranks rejoined ex leave,

Lieut, Gilvey and 6 other rahks were evacuated to Hospital sick,

I8 other ranks rejoined ex sick and one man was sent to Cadet Training Battalion, Bngland,
Weather t{isouguout the day was fine and not so cold as on previous days, Training as
laid down in Syllabus was carried out and in addition each Platoon in the Battalion
supplied 1 other rank for instruction in bayonet fighting and physical eXxereises oy an
Instructor from the Divisional School,

The usual insrection of billets was held during the morning,

A Syvllabus of training was prepared and forwarded to Rrigade for -work to be carried out
#hilst the Battulion is in "™ ares,

CeC,.,attended Conference of C,0's at Brigade lieadquarters for the purpose of discussing
matters relating to the Brigade's tour of duty in the trenches,

3 O/Ranks were evacuated to hospital = 5 ofranks rejoined ex leave - $ ex schnool and two
ex Bilck,

Weather was again fine,

Churchn paruade was neld at 1u,50 a,m,, = no otuer paradaes were held aurimg the day,
CeC,, inspected billets,

z2/Lt., Benson, Grenadier Officer left for Brigade Headquarters to interview Rrigade
¥ajor in accordance with instructions received,

2/T.t, G .R_Courtney rejoined ex wounded and 6 o:ranks rejoined ex sick, 3 reinforcements
joined the Battalion,

The Batthdlion Reat Station Xx has again been esiablished and at present accouodating

27 men = practically all the men are suffering wilh sore feet caused by blisters

sor«s etg, 8 Q/nmiixs 1eoft to attend T.ewis Gun School and 1 to awve#nd Armourer’s

Cour se, 3 O/Ranks departed on leave,

A5834 Wt Wyor3'Me87 750,000 816 D.D. & L. Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13+
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LIKUT-QOLONKL A,H,8COTT, D,8,0,, COMMANBING 56TH BATTALION, A I,¥, .~
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++-1-+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++$++

Reference Map ~ Albert 1/40,000 20/12/16,
B eI S s S S e S e e e e s it S N S N L S L S NS N T A S E S s s S=2=m=
HOVE, 1, The Battalien will meve frem present eamp te lMametz en

the 21stt inst,

2, OGempaniec will meve 1ndqmlunt1y Ty Plateons at 60 yards
.~ dinterval at 10 a,m,
Gempany etmmhr- will arrange fer either ar Qfficer er
N.6,0,, teo lead and dDriang up the rear of each rl-.t"n
A..lt.ﬂ., Details will wmeve :I.n rear of "@¢" QGempany,
Bach Cempany will. arrange te eelleet thelr reapﬂtiti
Petails as the Coumpany passes Bernafay Cmap,

8, An Advance party eoensisting ef ene guide per platecn and
PIRTIES  one gignaller frem H,Q,, Blgnallers, under 3/nt, gerden,
will assemble at B,0;R;, ready te meve off at 9 a.m,

MARCHING 4, Cempuny @emaanders will take steps te see that any nen
g whe are marching siek, are sent on ahead in eharge of a
: N,€.0, _
DRESS, B, PFull Marehing Qrder = 1 Dlanke! and walerpreef sheet will

be earried, alse uncensumed portien of iay'a ratien and the
usual 24 Reurs iren ratien = wa'ber bettles te be fllled,
Company Qemmanders will see thatall packs are neatly pukul,

DISCIPLINE,  @; Striet march diseipline will be maintained = ne men will
- be l.llﬂrnl te leiter aleng the rlu

ITI0ERS" 75 All Officers' valises and 1 bex per ﬂu;my untdnlng

G Gempany reserds, will be dumped near "A" gempany Hgrs,,
Pelville Weed Dy 9 a,m, oOffieers’ batmen will ascempany
bagzage and aet as buguga gusrd and brekesmen, if
required by Transpert Offieer,

TRANSPORT 8, GOempany Ceekers will be ready te meve immediatelyalter
4 breakfast te the new Qaump, Transpert Offieer will make
arrangeaents sceerdingly, gesks will aecempany Geekers

end prepare het meal fer men en arrival at new ecamp,

9, GCGempany Gemmanders will persenally inspeet all dugeuts

~ new escupled by men under thelir cemmand and see that such
dugeuts are elean and that ne spare equipiient eor clething
i1s left behind, Certificates te the elfeet that this has
been nrriu out will be ferwarded teo BeHeQe» Delville
Weed, by 9 2,7,

(signed) .A_e.lhlp ell, CGaptain,

Issued at 2 L P - Aljutant, Heth Bab a.linn A,I,]'
Cepies te = A
Ne 2, 0.!. A" Cey,

3, ng" 9 -

'6 I’H’ "

8, Trenspert Offieer,

4 Juarter Master, -

8s Mediesal off:l.:tr

9. R.8,M,

r I’lr Plary,

0™ Operatien Qrder File,
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BY

LIEUT=GOLONEL A,H,SCOTT, D,8,0,, GOMMANDING 66TH BATTALION, A,I.F,
s e o o o o T T8 o T T T S S R S R

Refersnce Map - 31/13/1._;

MOVE, 1, The Bn,, will meve from Nametz Huts te-merrew, te
- Billets at Buire, The meve will be earried oeut as
fellews (e - ne i -
The Bn,, will mareh te Willew giding and eniTrain fer
Meaulte where the Battalion will detain and frem
there mareh Te mirl!
2, Order of march will be as fellews i=
< HaAW Coye, * HBI':*'.?. . ™ 'ﬂ."g'y.’ “d- ".“'.? -
nhe underientiened detalls will meve with the :
respective gompanies te whichithey are attached -
Bn,, ®ars,, AM,0,, B,B,, Signallers, O,R,stafl,

e e - gy s 00 om0 = om0 Wl RN ol (R mad g s #. BF e g il

3, Head of the celunn will be prepared te meve at 10 a,m,

4, puring the entrainment and detraining, the strietest
* diseipline is te De maintained = ne man is te enirain
or detrain witheut erders, i S - |
The st¥letest diseipline Will be malntained en Coy,,
parades, alss during the mareh,  Cempanies will -
mareh te attentien until elear-ef the huts, "hen Cey,’
: Gonsenders nay give the erder ~ "jerch af Wase', |

EQUIPMENT ., Bpegial attentien is te be paid at the Company“Perades

- : %fli‘l'ni‘ﬂ.'ﬂ@ off, toe the 'ﬂr"lﬁrﬁii men are dressed,
web egui t wil) veeeive secelidl siientisn, Pa Cosd
OF el Besme oW gis-teecic WALL De Tzl and Hlankadts
carried in men®s packs, In the event of fine '
weather greatesats will net be wern ~ bPlankets will be
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