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24th.April 1917.

q,"lﬂ '

1.,FRONT LINE SY_TEM, 5 ;; ,

The Front Line consists of several strong points and a line
of outposts. -
»w There are strong posts at K.25.b.9.2. Keld.a.1l,5.
?.éa.bEVéG. Ke7eGQedsds Ko7eBe2eB: EKo7.be5.0. Jel2:DePeBe
2D eCeD Do ' j

HaB};&WH are Y for
/ : e

HANDING OVER REPORT - Right Brigade Area. qzr_

ﬂ.ﬁgl!

capable of holding B0 or 40 men and are about 50 vds long.

Each etrong point has at least one H.G.emplacement and in

some two. They are constructed so that thev cover all
- approaches in their vieinity and give supporting fire to the line
of' outposts.

The outposts originally could hold four men but they have
been enlarged since and most of them ecan hold at least 12 men and
several of them 20 men, : '

The whole of the ground in front of the front line is

) covered by rifles along the strong posts and outposts and by
iieGe placed in the Strong Posts,

There are about 25 outposte in the line and about 600 yds
of rifle pits along Sunken Roads in front of DEMICOURT.

The outposts are in a fair state at present bu re
firestepping and widening T

_ o

anything from 20 yds to 50 yds long and total about 1200 yds.
Plain wire has been laid between all postes to guide men from
one poet to another.
There are no communication trenches and it ie not possible
to walk between posts during the day.
- There are no dugoute in the front line with the exception
of one or two shelters and shelter is very poor.,

~e 'l""‘l,..-r

WIRING. Wiring has been done in the most important places
. g -" o
KeB0:0eB.9. about 100 yards.
K'BQ .- .B .S . ‘bw't- BO j"ﬂ!’ﬂﬂ L]
Keldece2.2, about 100 yards.
Ke7sbalbo0e about 430 yardg .
J.6, about 480 yards.

Total wiring is 1190 yarde and at present consists of one row of
French concertina wire.
Accomodation for Bn.H. and troops.
alion Headquarters are sma dugoute in Sunken roads with
splinter proof roof.
Troops are camped in small dugouts along the sunken roads
in rear of their battalion and in & few rear trenches.

2. BRIGADE RESERVE LINE, .

This consists of ten strong points at

/ J.14,1b.0.8.,
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Appendix No. l

: ,\"\ =0= Richt bBrigade Ares Contd, 10
> |
2. BRIGADE RESERVE LINE., (contd)
Jeld D08, Jeld,beB.1, Jel4,.4,.8.5,
Jixaiﬂislli Jd«2148.9.9, J.2l.b.B.4.
:tﬂﬁlﬂiOlal J.28.a.5.8. J.Qa.o.ﬂﬁ.lﬂ
J«B34.D.5.8,
: F
_',':;u\" 1!;- . 7 s "Tﬁj‘-"“
Typﬂ N :?L#F ﬁuJ;“h' _df‘#‘_ e
; \ |
h;} 1‘ / .
IM':-_ _ ""'"3I —-—I f
/7 ~4'6 ot

capable of holding 90 men e2ch.
From J.22.0:0¢04 t0 JoS4.be6,8, thore 48 & contimuous line
of French concertina wire with & barbed wirs apron fence

thus - .
o vl b“"‘*-t
,f;; ; E#
A
.—’*I-

T, (L,

‘ﬂﬂ-Jilﬁnﬂiﬁglq is '1!‘&:
| TION o dugouts in the poste at present but dugouts

cou | t as material comes along.

Brigade Headguarters ie at J.20.c.8,3. BEAUMETZ. Thie o a

new Headguarters and is now almost complete,

Attached plan shows the ascocmodation proposed, the coloured
lines showing the completed work.,

The position is in a deep sunken road, which has been camouflaged
overhead. 7The bank excavated and hute ag showm put close up
arainat it. There are four tarpaulin covered hute with boarded
floors, three Armestrong huts and cook houses. The dugout
aceomodation consists of three stairways with cormecting mllery
between, At foot of each stajrwvay is a 9' x €' cubiele with

24' headcover. The dotted lines show the provosed cubicles

for additional accomodation which would have been gompleted

had the Division been staying in.

Left bn. Headquarteres is at J,17.8.08,7. and 4e dugz into the side
of & sunken road and has a splinter proof roof. There is also
shelter in road for 250 men. '
Shelter for 150 men along road J.12.8.1.8 t0 J.10.8.8.7+
Shelter for 150 men along rad fIom JeB.0e7:¢7¢ 0 Je10:87 8
Centrse DBn.le& quarters is at J,22.D.9,9. and ie & dugout on
gide of sunken road with esplinter proof roof.,
: Shelter for one company in road near Bn.H.Q. and in trench
rumning besids road.
Ehelters for one cove in road £rom J.12.0:5:1¢ t0 J.18:8.0.04
Right bn.lesdguarters ic at J,.P9.0.%«%s near old brick kiln in
& splinter proof dugout,.
Shelter for one compeany along line in front of HERMIES
from J.24.4,5.8, to Caml Du Nord. '

. %.
ells it for drinking purvoses are at following map locationes
/FJ-14uG¢3.4.
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O\ - 3 - Right Bri ade Area C ntd,
4:!!L_L§"ﬂmtd-!
JeldeCoeB 4, BEAUMETZ .
JelB. DB 3, DOIGNIES,
d25.8.5.4, VELU Mi]."? Etltim-
JeB e 7.8, BOURSIES .

Water level in these welle is nbmit 100°,

No pumpe &are being used at present, windlasses only.
At present & power pump st the well in BEAUMETZ J,18.045.4s &nd
at VELU Railway Station would be of great value.

BBERIDGED
Foot Bt_-mp;u are acrosc the Canal at the following placesg-

J.54‘.d-9-7. J.HElﬁmtl JHSGIBI? .0-
. and will carry infantry in single file ONLY.

8, DEFENDED VILLAGES %

HERMTES o

Is defended by & line of damall fire pits from J.30.b.0.8.

O J,30,0.7e4s capable of hﬁla’.ﬂ about 100 men,

A Btrong point at J .50.&-8.‘?. carvable of holding |
about 50 men. (About R0 pards of barbbd wire around this post.)

A B8tromng point at J.50.b.7.7. cavable of holding tbm‘h
50 men. (About 50 yards of barbed wire eround the post.)

A Firing 1line from K.2".8,0.5, = Enlgrﬂlﬁrﬂ- - Kilﬁiﬂﬁl'i -
Je24,0,5,8¢¢ Capable of holding about 400

A line of small fire 'P’.t. from J.24 5-ﬂltﬂ J-a"i.i?iﬁ
holding about 60 men,

DOIGHIES,

A Btrong Point Y type under construction at
JelB b ,5,.2,
Jel D08,
JelB ,DbAR,

JelDoCePede |
at Jelfsgent. 150 yds fire trench dug,.

these posts are about S'2" deep and 8' wide and have not yet
been completed,. (Accomodation in trench nil at present),

7e HIS - USe

AL Pa2.8,7.,7., at the western end of sglag heav & road across
& dvpression is under construction.

(Plan on Page 4, Right Brigade area).

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG 1005780



- = o e - = - _— ® ""I‘-

- 4 — R.ghr Bmgade ﬂru Canfd

i i P gy, = T T i S

; _‘g\ﬂ- e Append:x No. ’

--F"l:;n-

._,-—h.ﬂr'l-"""

1
e
' - 7_;77.25/‘/7
PG
//f el e

e e T e e
Ff/;f o\ 2
/ (LT RN

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1005780



Appendix No.l
Edith,,ﬁpr'il.ii 7 13

O N o L™

BIVL, ENGL¥

;gfk HANDING OVER RE

1. FRONT LIWE SYETEM, Bl s

This consists of & line of outnésts, and a number of strong
points in rear of them, ihe outpost line consiste of a series
of short disconnected trenches each 20 yde to 4C yde in length
and %' to 5' deep. In most of them there is weathernroof
cover for the parrisons, which may vary from 1 platoon to
+ platoon. There is & small amount of wire in front of each
plcquet posty in most cases coneisting of 1 row of German
concertina barbed wire. In some cases & rough single apron
fence is conetructed of corkscrews and barbed wire, 7The pnaitianu
of these posis are shewn on map, and their general sukitnm

is thuss~- /\{'\J_LJ—U"LI\J\

only the deeaper ones are Tirestepped.

Uehind these posts are Strong Poste whose location is shewn, mmk
numbered from 1 to 12 on the map, The general form of these is
as shown on attached Type Plan, Of theee Nose. 5. 68:.9.10611
are dug, but more work is needed to complste the digging.

Nose 1l.2.4. and 7 are pegged, but not dug. No.H has vet to be
pogsged. No.ll and 12 ard 10 are well wired but there is no
wire out at the others oxcept Yo.f., where some German wire

is utilised. All the stromg pointe showm as dug, are down to
a depth of Juat over %' a nd should be deepened to allow of full
depth of 6 anri Tire-stsp,

igade RESERVE LINE

No«l post 2t JeBeCeDele 100 yards of plain fire trench 4° deen,
8! wide, filanke bent back a little. Larbed wire apron erected
over one row of plain French wire; extending over #ront of work
and bent back slightly at flanke,
Recommendaed. (1) Left flank should be extended bo.olt to diteh
alongeide main road to facilitate communication. (i1) Whole work
should be deepened & little and widened a lot, as the narrow trench
would be completely blocked if & s'ell were to strike it. (1i1)
Hiring should be extended round both flanks further,
2 Post It JefleCadted

vards pla re trench 3'6" deep, 2'6" wide, with wings
bent back. Viret- 1 row of French umuurtim wire covering
front and slightly bent round flanke. M,G.post on right flank,
Hecommendations: (1) Good commmumnication to road at rear to be
provided, (1i) Vire to be thickened by another row of Prench wire
end loose barbed wire. (iii) Vilole treonch deepened and widened.
}rh) Posltion for M.G. should be providdd and commected up,on right
lﬁllk-
lpeD POBL. 8t J,B.0e28, 100 yards of fire trench 4' deep 2'6" wide
thWWmmtod by commmication back to sunken
road from right flank. Commmication trench far too gfammmp narrow
anfl noct deep enough. One line of Frensh wire out,
Recommendationes (1) Left flank to be turmed bagk further and
connected to aunken road by coammmiecation trench. (141) Trench to
be deepened and widened., (11i1) "iring to be inereased ard léw wire
_{trip) tc be placed in an excellent hollow which runs parallel
to the work about 50 yards in front,

;oat. Haf at Jt?,bio.?’g
varde © re tronch 4' deep and 2'68% wide. Wires 1 row

of Frenoh concortina over the front of the poste M Gepeosition on
Right Flank, ligoonnendationgi~ (1) An extemsion to the

left flank has been nade which memxsmtrather prevents the effective
fire from the left wing of the original worke This should be
either filled in, or the left flank of the extension should be
carried back so 6.8 to allow to be given up the hill to the left.
(11) Whole work ‘o be ddepened and trench widened, (1ii) Wire

to be inproved. (iv) Commumication trench to be run down from
sunen road to left flank of this work,

- ' i
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)0 yards Ire trench with wings turned back, 4' deep 2'4% wide.
Wire. 1l Line of ¥French wire over front of post, Recommendatione -
(1) Deepen and widen tronch. (113 Dend the flanks further baclk
on each side, (1ii) More wire., (iv) Communicatione of some kind,
This will be souewhat ifficult, as this work is on a forward slove
with no sunken road or depreassion for a long distence to rear of
it, but as the post would only be vamed during an emergency, this
is not of such vital importence, as the men would then be available
to dig lon~ commmnications,.

Hgigﬁ Em;b I,ﬁz%lﬂ.ﬂi
yards o re ch 4' deop 2'6" wide, flanks bont back,

One row of French wire, and few strands of harbed wire across
front of post,. ReconmendationsY (i) Flankes of twrench to be
bent fMurther back on both sides, s0 &8 to support neishbouring
posta better, (i1) Deepen &nd widen trench. (1i1) Increase
wiring. (iv) Put in M.Gepoeitione, (v) Dig commmication from
gunkon road at I.0.D¢8,7¢ alongside road, like & drain, towsrds
Ho«.0 Post leaving Just the road to ba cut through in emergency.

N gt DeDe7 el
'H’E % ) ﬂn frmon 4' deop 2'6* wide. Half the front is covered

by one row of Freunch Vire. Recommendatione: (1) Deepen and
widen trench, (1i) Incresse wire., (ii1) ilake a ~ommumication from
left flank to ultimately wross the road and establish & post én
high ground in rear of crucifix in trees, then commmicnte to
gunken roed &t I.0.b.8.8¢ (iv) M,G,Positions,
n . - ﬁ l‘l"l -
| yards fire trsn 'a® deep, 2'48" wide., VWire nil.
Recommendationss (1) This poet badly sited and might well be left
out of the scheme. (i11) It time admits it could be commected
to sunken road in rear, and wired so &s to xsk form an extra post for
inmediate defonce of MORCHIES,

(| o208t Inﬁ 847«
fﬁ% yarde fire trench 4' dovg, 2'6® wide, Single row of French
i

re
wire. Reconmendationst (1) Despen and widen trench, (i1)
Dig good communications back from flamke of work to sunken road
which pives excellent cover for garrison. (111) Complete the
wiring of the poste (iv) There is one ll,G.position but more
are needed. by ok

el

oat l.B -

yaras trehch 4' 276" wide, Vire nil, but come
on site. Hecommendations: (1) Widen and deepen trench.(ii)
complete wiringes (111) Cut the communications back to sunken
road.

. t Hefl
%ﬁ% 4' deep 2'6" wide, One line of French wire.

Regomnendations: (i) Extend the post by ruming the flanks back
to the rear further, espesciglly the left flank, vhich should
follcow along parallel to the road on the left of the work,

(11) Put in M.G.positions., (111) Complete wiring.

Poste were oripinally for 60 rifles but some are more, others less,
Suggested that U.G.poelition should bs selected and established

in MARICOURT WOo0P (Forward side) to cover & little dead ground

in the wvalley in front, |

Se ACCOLUODATION for Si1'ipgade, uR lions, Field Coys etc
good Drigade Hesadquarter: has been bul Bl TelleCefefy, and
hag been found to give the necessary amount of accomodation. .
It is only =plinter proof,. L

4 temporary Headquarters ie being fixed up at the sunken crose-
roade at C.20.8.4.2, This 18 &n execellent site for & Drimde
Headouarters, the banks of the cutting in parte are as much a2
20! high above read level. A week's work would suffice ‘o make
& splendid headquarters,
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- 83 - Hof't Brigsads Area, Contd,

4.'ﬁ%§gﬂt
5) At 15,0800 Water at A0 and A'to A' deep, Vindlasse on site,
Pond at I.11.b.8.9, May be used as water point for animls,

Well at I.5.d.8.5. Water at 50", Dept! 8', Windlaes in good
ordsr. Power pump could be used here,.

Well at I.5.d«%e1e Voter at ﬂB'. Devth 15, Windlags fitted
and in good order. Power pump could be used,

Hukioxk wateor at 90', Depth 15°%,
Power pump could be installed.

AU TCOURT

of good water.

er po | n=-glice purp. 7Tanks constructed,
- B.BRIDGES, Wil.
8 LDEVERDED LOCALITIES.
N .

g viilage 18 defsnded by & set of strong pointe shown on map
68 N0o.P:10+,11,.12 and another &t C.8%5.0.,0.8,
The poste are also &8 por Tyre Plan attached, and there ie a
. ' balt of two rows of French congeriing and barbed goncertina
| wire extending right across the front of Lagnicourt (total
linntl front 1300 vards) with gaps between posts for oup troops -
o pot out t  the forward line and back. Theme 1s also &
'H-&-Pﬂiitiﬂnﬁin & goall trsasnch at C.10.c.1.8.

_; %”'I chief defences congist of rifle recesses out
: {nto the sides of the sunken roads at J.4.,8.5.9. and J.4.b.?,7,
i Algo & goo’ bank with some shelters and rifle recesses sxist
At J,1048,9.9. Strong poets ere eited a8t J.N.8.,3.1.4,
Jl‘lb.diﬁl. D880, and J.®hePe2¢ which will cover
3 Louverval.,. Of these No.%. &and 4 are partially completsad but
b | lio.l and Ho.2 are only marked out. There i no wire in front
: of Louverval except on outpost line.

MORCHIES

'g%Tilﬁffing- is defended by strong peete Nog.H.8.7.8.9. shewn

on mép, All these poste are dug ro &n sverage depth of S'aA"
and all excepnt No.d are wired with = single row of French wire,

- In addition to these strong points there are excellent sunken
roads acroge the front of the village and also rumming out
from the centre of the village to the flanks, which makes a
perfect natural defence.

?,HI%QE%&&H&OUE.
gade Aref dump ie situated at I.,17.0.6.5¢ It consists

of samdbugs, barbed and french wire, corkscrews, and C.I,
The demand .for material has been gPester than w'r.fm supply so
that dump is practically empty.

A spnll salvape dump was Tormed by fnd.Field Company A.H.

in BEUGHY at I1.18.Cce7.0¢ Almost the whole material nalvad
hae been used, ani a gheat detl of material used at Bde.l.C.
‘t IIlliﬂBlBl

Material is obtainmable from ruined villages.

4
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