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WAR DiARY

Arlit;':ﬁ.f;rul C:. 2118.

’Inutrndic;ns regarding War Diaries and Intelligence o
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 11 Wm ] 0
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages . _ /‘/
will be prepared in manuscript. (Ervase heeding not required.)
Remarks and
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information references 10
. = Appendices
PRISCHES. Dac.] Visit of H.,M. The King. Tn accordance with orders recelved on 30th. ult., HeQes, Sth, and {
lat. 29nd.0oys. paraded on the AVESNES - LANDRECTIES Road in the vicinity of MARILLES with the OSth.
A.I., Bde Groupe. Je .M, alighted from hls car and accompanied by the Prince of Tales
inspected the troops.
Teather - Cold. Moderate N,E. to E. wind.
end. The 0.0, vislited the 6th.Coy. A large supply ef comforts was received from Australian
comforts Fund and a distributlion made by the Q.M. to Bn. H.Q. and Coys. The comforts included
a quantity of Australlan calke tobacco - a very welcome gift.
Weather - Cold. Slight rain falling. Wind Northerly and moderate throughout the day,
{nereased in strength at night,.
3rd. Three members of unit who had embarked from Australia in Jan. and Feb. 1915 marched out to
Australia.
Nominal Rolls of all personnel who embarked from Australia on and prior to June 30th., 1915
were prepared and forwarded to Division. There 1s a possibility that some of these men will
be returmed to Australia before 3lst. December.
TMeather:- Temperature mild, slight drizzling rain, gentle Northerly brecze.
4th. A draft of 90 reinforcements and casuals arrived and were taken on strength.
Meather - similar to that of the preceding day. |
5th. Tieut . J.H., Connor has been appointed Canteen of ficer and 1s taking over control of the |
Canteen with a view to catering as largely as possible for the men's requirements on arrival |
1n the next area, where 1f is antlclpated the Battalion will remaln for some time.
The Officer 1/c Concert Party 1s also securing fresh talent and musical instruments so as
to make the entertaimment side A& complete smeeess.
Weather unchanged.
6th. 0.0, attended conference at 5th. A.I. Brigade 1ln connection with the move forward.
Warning Order from Division glving details of the next phase of the Advance to the RHINE
was recelved. Orders were also recelved by Division that all Brood Mares on establishment
were to be paraded for Inspectlon, |
There was a welcome change in the weather condltions. Temperature mild and during part of
the day sun was vislble, 4
7th. | Advance to the RHINE, Instructions No.5 were lssued. Appx.I.

Circulars setbing out the aims and objJects of the A, I. F,
and distributed to Coys.

D. D &L, Lendon, E.C. .
t l (Afgoy) Wt Wiyzi/Maozr 750,000 5/12 Soh. 53 Forms/Co.a8/i4
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' 1
PRISCHES Dec. Arrangements for the attachment of skilled tradesmen to Army Shops have been in progress
7th. for some time and the first member of this unit to be so attached marched out to lst.Heavy
Repalr Shop, PARIS, to=day.
Advice was received from Division that 5 members of unit had been awarded Military Medals.
Strength:= 51 0fficers 871 O.Rs. Arrivals during week:-~ 105 from hospltal & Base.
Depertures to Hospltal and Base, 17.
Weather:- Thieck, damp mist throughout whole of day,
8th. R.,0, members of H.Q., 5th. and 22nd.Coys. attended Church Parade in Vlillage Church.
With regard to the Advance to the RHINE, first amendment was recelived from Divislon to-day.
The Battalion willl not move from 1its present loeatlon hefore 1l6th., ingtant.
Mre was recelbed from Division advising that ILieut, E.T. Towner M.C. had been awarded the V.C.
Weather:= Light Southerly wind, temperature, very mlild. Bright sunshline throughout the
day.
9th. . Memo recelved from 5th. A.I. Brigade adviging the probable staglng villages during the |
forthcoming move. The Battalion will be attached to the 5th. A.I. Brigade for the move.
Drizzlin$ rain which fell during the early mornlng, cleared off before noon but after
bout an hour's sunshine, the sky became overcast and dull followed at sundown by misty I

| eather.
10th. C.0, visited 7th.Company. Draft of 42 Other Ramks marched in from Base. The men

ostly consist of Infantry transferred to the Machine Gun Corps, and of General Reinforcements |
rriving in France for the first time.
Memo was received from Division advising that 2 members of the unit had been awarded the I
CoM,
Fairly heavy rain fell throughout the day. Wind, light Southerly. Temperature mild.
11lth. Bn. H.Q. were papmded and inspected. Packs and equipment requiring attentlon were
ad justed. Heavy raln fell throughout the remainder of the day.
12th o To ensure uniformity during the forthcoming march the Divislional Commander inspected
Eapracantativea vehlecles from each Brigade Group. S5the.Coy. limber parading with 5th.A.I.Bde.

nd limbers from the 6th, and 7th.Coys. parading with the 6th. and 7th. A.TI.Bdes,
A1l Trensport Officers were on parade and the C,0. attended the inspection of the S5th.Bde.
Group .« Heavy rain fell throughout the day.
13th. Order and Administrative Memo received from Division covering the next move forwaerd which
willl take four da efopre, the new Billetin a1 s reached.

18 E:I.Ef..';.ﬂfigﬁ ofit-t6 1. 37 P, 1A RON for duty as clerks and Military Police.

(Afooy) Wt. Wiri/Mao3t 750,000 5/17 Soh. 62 Forms/C2..8/14
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PRISCHES., |Dec.
13th

15th |

16th

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Demobilisation and Repastriation Forms were received and lssued to Coys.

Cheplain Clune M.C. of S5th,A.I,Bde. lectured to H.Q. 5th, and 22nd.,Coys. on the above
subject in the Village Church, PRISCHES.

Meather remained dull and cloudy throughout the day. Rain threatened but none fell.

Wind Southerly. Temperature mild, |

5the A.I. Brigade Movement Order showing routes for each day for the move which commences
En.l?th. instant we®e recelved. C.0. and Officers of H.Q., 5the and 22nd.Coys. assembled

t PRISCHES at 3,30 pm. with officers of the 5th. A.I, Brigade Group to meet Divisional
ommander who addressed them on matters connected with the temporary attachment of Australlan
goldiers to workshops and factories in Belgiwm,

Strength:~ 51 0fficers 882 O.Rs. Ar#ivals during week = 43 6.Rs. from hospltal and
reinforcements. Departures - 33 O.Rs. to hospltel and transferred off strength.

Weather dull and cloudy. Temperature mild. TLight Southerly breeze.

Advence to the RHINE Tnstruetions No.7 and Administrative Memo to accompany same were 1lssued
to Coys. Pay was 1lssued and contributions towards the cost of a proposed Divisional
Memorial at MONT,ST.QUENTIN were recelved from all ranks.

A voluntary Church of England Parade was held at the 5th.Coy. Blllets. R.C« members of
f 5th, and 22nd.Coys. and H,Q. attended service in the Village Church, PRISCHES.

Tieut . H, Mertin Smith marched out to Administrative H.Q. A, I. F., LONDON to report for
uty as Paying Officer on Transport returning to Australla.

Meathher dull and cloudy. Wind light Southerly. Temperature mild.

Final arrangements were made for the move commencing to-morrow. A memo was recelved from
nd. Aust.Division advising that H.R.H. The Prince of Wales has joined Australlan Corps H.Q.
n a visit to Australian Troops, and intends to vigit units freely.

Teave in the new area is to be granted and a time table has been recelved showing times
that trains leave MONS and CHARLEROI for NAMUR and LIEGE.

Tieut. A.E. Oridland evacuated sick. -

A Rugby Team 1s to be selected from Aust. Corps. to play a team representing France at
ARTIS at an early date. Tieut. T.W. Dowd attended a meeting of the Selection Committee at
ivision to=day.

Weather dull amd cloudy. Wind fresh Southerly. Temperature by no means cold for the season
f the year,

D. D. & L., London, E.LC. \ )
(Afooy) Wi Wrrvi/Mzosr 730,000 5fay Sch. B2 Forms/C2..08{14
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PRISCHES. Dec.

17thy
FLAUMONT

18th{
SIVRY. 19th .

BARBENCON | 20thd

YVES=-CGOMEZEE
2lstd

22nd 4

o
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Battalion moving with 5th, A.I. Brigade Group marched from PRISCHES to FLAUMONT vle,
CARTIGNIES, GODIN, AVESNES and AVESNELIES, the 6th. and 7th.Coys. Jjoinlng the column between
CARTIGNIES and GODIN. Billets were vacated at 0800 and the unit arrived at its destination
at 1330. A fatal accident occurred during the aftermoon. Vhile examingng a German
ammunition dump nesr FLAUMONT a shell exploded killing one and wounding three members of the
unit.

Weather:- Light rain fell during the morning and cleared during afternoon. Temperature
mild during middle of day. Wind light Southerly. _

The march was resumed under most trying weather conditlons. At 0830 billets were vacated
1n FLAUMONT and the Bn. set out for SIVRY via FELLERIES, L'EPINE and CLAIRFAYTS, where it
arrived at 1430. Heavy rain fell throughout the day and a strong Southerly wind prevailed.
However on arrival at SIVRY which is a 1fttle over 2 kilos within the Belglan frontler the
men were housed in comfortable bllletis. -

Under far better weather condltlons than the previous day the Bn. left SIVRY at about
0900 for the third stage - BARBENCON via STVRY ST. and SOLRE-St.-GERY. With the exception
of one light shower the day wes bright and sunny and as the march was only a short one the
destination for the night was reached by 1230. Billeting 18 not a very easy matter in thege
villages and it takes a little time For the Officers who are sent on for thils purpose, to
obtain sufficient for the requirements of the unlit,

The final stage of the four days mareh was completed to-day when the Battalion left
BARBENCON at 0900 for Yves3GOMEZER passing through BOUSSIES, SILENRIEUX, WALCOURT and
VOGENEE., Rain accompanied by hail and sleet fell during the early morning but cleared off by
noon., YVES-GOMEZEE was reached by 1400 and all ranks were comfortably billetted.

Temperature much colder than it has been for some time.

Day was spent mainly 1in resting the men and cleaning up after the march. The Bn. Canteen
was opened and a good stock of goods which had been procured by the Canteen Officer who had
gone on ahead of the Bn. were on anle. TFor the first time since the establishing of ihe
Bn. a Battalion Officer's Mess has been started and commenced at dinner to-day. During the
afternoon the C.0., and Adjutant inspected the surrounding country to select grounds for
training and recreatlon. Dey was cool with occasional sunshilne.

Memo was received from 2nd.Aust.Divn. adviésing that 1 Officer and 20 0.Rs. who embarked
from Australia prior to end of May, 1915, were to be ready to proceed to Australia on 24th.
instant., Day was fine and bright, but 22542 1light rain fell towards eveninge.

D. D & L., London, E.C. _ -
(ASon;) Wt Wiyre/M2o3t 750,000 s/1y Beh. B2 Forms/C2..0/14
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e R e e A R S o i R e 120y GO i - e
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information rf;;ff E;]
YVES-GOMEZEH Dec. Advice was received from 5th. A.I. Brigade that H.,R.A. The Prince of Wales will
o ele eflgfle present
23rd Decorations to 6 members of this wmit at a parade to be held to-morrow. 20 Officers of this
unit will alse be presented to H.R.H. and approx. 30 Officers and 500 Other Ranks from the Bn.
will be on parade.
CeNs carried out a Bn. Inspeetion this mo « Christmas Boxes were received and
distributed to the men. —
Heavy rain fell at intervals during the day. Wind, fresh Southerly. Temperature cool
but not e¢old for the season. ‘
do 24th. Batt. paraded with 5th. A.I.Bde. for inspection by H.R.H. the Prince of Vales who presented ‘
ecorations to & members of Tnit. |
jeut, F.V.W.Duncan, .M. and 20 O.Rs. marched out fo Australia. This party comprises personnel
ho embarked from Australla prior to end of May, 1915,
eather bright and sunny, light southerly breerze,
do 2oth. 11 Ranks attended Church Parades during the morninge. Ags a pood supply of Comforts had been
ecelived, the men weres provided with fairly good Christmas dinner. During the morning the
¢t Bgdr, 5the A.T.Bde. visited the Batt, and wished all ranks a Happy Christmas, The draft
hich marched out for Australia the previous day returned owing to a delay in transport arrange-
enta. It is expected that thils personnel will leave Tnit agaln o 28th. Dec. -
1enut, S.H.0very marched in from Hospital.
Pay wag bright and sunny and temperaturs mild. TLight southerly breaze,
do 26th. att Parade and inspectionh of all Coys. by C.0.
jeather similar to previous day. i
do 27th. stt, parade at 0930. Usual work carried out by Coys. during morning. ¥duecatlon schems is
radually getting into full swing and menare attending various classes during the dey end
vening also : x
leather cold & frostv., TLight railnfell st intervals about mid-day. Testerly wind.,
do 28th. eavy rainthroughout the day interfered with Parades, but men altended Tdueation classes 7=
sual. TLieut NDuncan & draft agalnmarched out to Australia, )
trength 49 0ffs. 863 0.Rs. Arrivals - From Hospital 1 Off. 9 O.Rs. Departures - To Hospital L
Uff- 22 D-RE!
‘eather mild,
do 29th. oman Catholic members attended service im Village Church, and a parade was heald 1n the after- '
oon for all Protestant Denominations. Rain fell throughout the day. Termperature mild. |
’
' iABg0)) ‘u'ﬁ ?ﬁ'ﬁr&fﬂiﬁ;ﬂnﬁnﬁﬁ 5!;':'; Sch. 52 Forms/C2..8/i4 . ___.
: I 3 . _d"" o =
L-:.;_ i o : — - o . : e — " = 1 l’_,j‘...J
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4l ———————— e ———————————— e Remarks and
: references to
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information | Bt

YVES-GOMREZEE | Dec. n.0. after Batt. Parade inspected Transport Sections. A class for junlor & agpirantN.C.0s. was

i | 50th { commenced. 20 limbers were provided to cart coal for people cfﬂthc villag&.d : B i

To-day advice was received from Dlv, that Australian Troops would not be Esﬁntiiigatioh |

Germany, as it had been found th:t thiafwuuldi%gtarfern with the work of Demobllls N ,
A actically all day; emperature mild. ‘

do 5lst ¢ giygbiiiiigi & DﬁmobgliﬁatinajFarms completed and forwarded to Director General. A Batt,

Batt., Muster Parade was held this mor 1 g.

Sky overcast, but temperature mild.

—_—

D. . & L., London, E.C,
(Afooy) Wi. Wryri/M2o3r 750,000 /iy Goh. B3 Forms/C2..8/14
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FOR
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LIST OF APPENDICES.

Subject.
Advance to the RHINE

-
o

Advance to the RHINE

9 Adminigtrative Memo.
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JacdmiaMters |
15the T0Ce 19284 &

2e » Aeflbead LANDARCTRE comenaine 12th, _mt.. Swrding the
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vt 10 ety not remired during the
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Hliatin: Farty of 1 officer per Coy. will report to Lieut,
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-
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Final . |
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