Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

ltem number: 24/2/11

Title: 2nd Australian Machine Gun Battalion

AWM4

1914-18 War

Machine Guns

January 1919

AWMA4-24/2/11

RCDIGT005888



L

18,000- 121 -8723

CONFIDENTIAL

ORIGINAL. f e

.:;' ® e = - L ! i =0
R - -

Australian Imperial Force.

WAR DIARY

SECOND AUSTRALTAN MACHINE GUN BATTALION
FOR
sauary 191 o
Signature of Officer compiling—7 et Lieut. Signature of Officer Commanding LTI, ...... 2eutCol

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT005888



[nstructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries ure contained in 1. 8. Re
and the Staff Manual respectively.
will be prepared in manuscript.

_ B Nemarks and

Place

Date

Hour

-
—

/ ¢ y

. €

WAR DIARY
or

INTELLIGENCE- SUMMARY.

(Brase heading not vequired.)

; Part .
itle pages

Summary of Events and Information

Army Form C. 2118,

o
€§E

references to

Appendices

YVES-GOMEZE

= ———

E Jan

end e

-1Eti

Zrd.

4t1ﬂ .

oth,

6th.

Tth,

8th.

meeting the G.0.0C.

— = -

No Parades were held to-day, the men being granted a holiday., Last night the officers
held a dance. Mot to be outdone a "Diggars Dance was held to=night to which the local ladies
were invited and responded nobly. A very-enja¥able evening was passed.

Meather:- Sky overcast, Westerly wind. emperature, a little colder than of late,

Men provided with a bath and change of clothing, at WALCOURT, It 1s antielpated that a
Bath Set will shortly be installed in the wvillage. ' ’

Morming bright and suwmny, but light rain fell towards evening.

C.0. attended, during aftemoon, a parade at 6th. A.I.Brigade M.Q:. for the purpose of
Bright swny day. Temperature mild, p
Battalion Farade followed by dally Uoy. Routine and Edueation classes. -
Notification was received that 11 officers, 7 Sergis. and above and 100 O.Rs. would march

out to Australia on 9th. instants. Day dbright and swmny.

Strengthi~ 49 officers. 850 O.Rg, Departures <« To hospital 30 O.Rs,

To Australia 1 Officer. 20 O.Rg, Arrivals - From hospital 10 O.Rs,

ReCe members attended village chureh in morning and all Prostentant Denominations
attended service in afternoon. Lient, MW, Yelverton marehed in from hospital.,

At night a Cinema show was held in Concert Hall, A Y.MeB.Ae Reading and Writing Room
has also been opéned. Rain fell throughout the day,

A«I.F, Lists received to-day show that Capts. AJl. McLennan and D.F. Rae have been
awarded Military Crosses and Capt. CelRe Pield and 1 0.Re have been mentioned in despatches.

N ominal Rolls of Officers and men marehing out to Anstralia on 9th., instant were prépared, b

The butlding of a new M.G. Range was also commenced, At night the filrst, and very
successful eoncert was given by the Concert Party.

Day was bright and sunny, but clouded over during the late afternoon and light rain fell
at night,

All the animals on charge to mit were paraded and clasc=ified for Demohilisation purposes.

Usnal routine of Parades and Classes were carried out during the day.,

In the evening a dance for the men, to whieh eilvilians were Invited, was held in the
Cohcert Hall. Morning was very bright and smny, afternoon ecloudy, but cleared off at
night. Winter so far has been excepltionally mild.

2 Offieers and 8 O.Rs, proeceecded on leave to BRUSSELLS, 2 0ffieers and 20 O.Rs,
proceeded to CHARLEROI for the purpose of visiting various works in that district. The visit
extent over three days and has been arran-ed in connection with the Education Scheme,

L'}
D . & L. London, EC.
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| s 4 ill not proceed
sas received that Draft for Australia with exception of 6 officers, w
ﬂnﬁgziﬁﬂhﬁ% will leave mit on following day. Wenther bright and sumny.

Rain prevented Battalion Parsde, A Leeture on Demoeracy was delivered by Canon Masterman
., Auring the morning. _ 1
tﬂTﬁiﬂfullewing Efficara marched out for return to Australlas- Capt, DsF. Rae M.C. Lieuts.

ReCe Callister M-u-, FP.Je Blenkarn Iﬂiuil AU, UGhalmers Mtui, A.Jde« Johnson and Jslis Stﬂpl&tﬂﬂ MC.

. throushout the day and temperature was slightly colder,
i%giigiiinﬂmfgﬁsthﬁcﬁm Show I‘m:"ir by the Concert Party was given and was quite a success.
A Draft of 5 officers snd 107 O.Hs. marched out for return to Australia, - The offlcers were,

Lisuts.Be Jo Murray, WeIsS. Story, W.S. Clayton, GuA. Willlams M.C., R. Haydock.

There mwas no Bn. Parade, men being provided with Baths and eclean clothing.

cht and smnye.

IB};? ;:$52§i¥nllﬂyed by guy, Training snd Educational Classes., ) s 3 9 O.Rs

Strength of wnitis 30 @ffisers, 740 Oulls,  Jerivale during Whelis 1 o' 06F M0C © o0 o
from hospital, Departures:- 11 Ofrficers and 107 O.Rs, to Australia, 7 O.ltg, To hospllal.

Weather dull and cloudy. Temperature eold, Light 1,"'-‘111 fell during the d“"y‘c TROT

Two officers and 40 O.Rg, left unit for a three day ' s visit to Fanturi.a% 1n_ LP.IARLL- area.

A Church Parade was held at 0900 for all Proféstant Denominatlions, and Roman athnlic
membera attended Chureh in village at 1000, Light rain fell throughout the day, bu

ed d. . < :

tﬂgﬂgfﬁﬁemiiﬁiﬁ m;t?i%n at tend courss of Instruction at Universite~du-Travail, CHARLEROI,

Owinr to the reduction in strength of 1m113& the numbers of men detached to varilous schools,
ote., and number of men atteriding Education Glasses, no Bn, Parade was held.

Weather bright and sunny during moming, but elouded over during aftemoon.

T ucted s compstitive inspsction of all Transport Sections. There was a very

zo0d turn out, and each Coys. Transport being in a particularly good cnnditiﬂr;ntl .
Advice was received that further .drafts pf 1915 mem would be marching out at the end ©

monthe. 5. te in the day.

A oudy. Temperature mild, Strong Westerly wind sprang up late -
g:tgggigﬁlmﬂ ZSIO.HE. marehed out for a three day's visit to works in ngoi BENOE.

Thess visits have been of a very interesiing nature and have been mmeh ﬂppl"ﬂﬂi!tﬂt g Travall

ergsonnel selected. 2 0.Rg, marched out to attend a French Course at Universite-du-ira )

TARLEROT ,

D D. &L, London, EC.
(AScoq) Wit Wizye/Marsr 730,000 sf17 Bch: 53 Forms/Cz118/14
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YVES- Jans N5the| This course will last a month. : 3
GOMEZEE - Two officers and 8 O.Rs. proceeding on leave to BRUSSELLS, and 1 officer and 20 O.Rg, to
i CHARLEROT, Leave to BRUSSELLS is granted for 48 hours and permits of a stay of 2 nights and
1 dav, \(
Rain fell thoughout the day. Temperature mild. M,
16th, Thstructions were received from Division that 2 offleers and 53 OsRs. from this unit are to
assemble at Divn. Reinforcement Camp on 24th. instant for the purposs of return to Aastralia, A |
There at present 149 men with wit who salled from Australia in 1915 and it is anticipated )&
| that the remainder will be absorbed in the Draft leaving Diwm. en 2n1. February.
| Weather bright and swny. Rain fell late at nlght. .
| 17th. Men were rrovided with Baths and changes of clothing. )
| Capt. ReAsP. Hamilton MeCo rejoined wnit from hospital. ; ;
| Rain fell at intervals during the artermoon. Temperature was qulder than usual, f
| 18th. Rain fell at intervals throughout the day and interfered wbth Loy, Paredes, but Eduecatlon Q |
classes were attended as usual, : X |
Strength of mit:i= 40 offlcers, g&? O«Rg., Arrivals during week - 1 officer and 11l O.Rs, |
from hospital, Departures - 9 O.Rg, to hospltal. %
19th., All Prﬂfa:tant Denominations Church Parade was held in Concert Hall at 11.30, Roman Catholic fi |
| members attended village ch%rﬂh attlﬂoo. i &
| Weather dull and misty. emperature eolder than usual., ] i
} 20th, 12 officers and 30 O.Rs, attended a lecture given by Brig.Gen. Mcl iecoll at WALGOURT on ﬂ;
| Demobilisation end Repatriation. To decide the Transport Inspection Competition held by the A
‘ C.0. on l4th. instant 6 vehicles paraded and the prize was awsrded to 2%nd .Coy. mif
| Weather dull =nd eloudy.  Temperature cold, | K
| 21st. 1 officer snd 20 O.Rs. proceeded on leave to CHARLEROI by lnrr% placed at the dlsposal of the t
' wmit. Tn accordamee with authority received through 2nd,’st.Divn, each Coy. has now been
: reduced from 4 sections to 2. The process of Demobilisation has rendered this procedure
advisable.
The Cinema Pictures run by the Concert Party are a popular feature and drawy a crowded house
| nightly. The programme is changed every londay and Thursday and some falrly good pletures
are shown. .
| Waather cold and frosty morning, Swi shone brightly throughout the day.
{
{ ABoay) \ﬁﬂ'&?&fﬁ&?ﬂdﬁéﬂ?ﬂﬂi sjt17 Boch. 52 Forms/Ca118f14
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YVES- Janye. Two Officers and 8 Q«Rs. proceeded on leave to BRUSSELLS, _
GOMBZEE, | 22nd One Officer asnd 20 0.Rs, proceeded to CHARLEROI on a three days visit to Works & Factories “L}
in that area. l

Five 0.Rs. proceeded to CHARLEROI to attend a 30 days course in BEngineering trades at ff,

versite du 1Travail.
qﬁi&t E%OO the Bn. attended a lecture on Sex Relationship given by Y.M.C.A. Representative.

During the day the ReM.0. medically examined the Battalion. | /)

2/Lt, HeC. Thomas, M.M. & Bar, taken on strength from Cadet Pn.

VMorming and evening cold and frosty, but remeinder 6 the day bright and suny.

23rdp Three O.Rs. proceeded on leave to BRUSSELLS for 4 days, by lorry from S5th.Bde. H.Q.

Yesterday a Divl, Race Meeting was held at BOMEREE and provided good sport. Towday was - |
the coldest day we have had this winter, Snow fell during the early morning and, with the o |
exception of about an hour's sunlight, sky was overcast throughout the day. :

24th Capt. CeR. Field, Lieut. M.W. Yelverton and 53 O.Rsg. marched out to Base for return to
Austrelia. Bn. provided with baths and changes of underclothing at WALCOURT, o~

Return forwarded to Division showing numwbers of 1915, 1916, 1917 and 1918 personnel 14
remeining with unit, _ i

Day extremely cold and frosty. Sky overcast. ' | *

25th | Strength -~ 38 Officers, 690 0.Rs, Arrivals during week - ELE# 1 Officer from Reinfts,, My
4 O0.Rs, from hospital, Departures - 2 Officers, 53 O.Rg, to Australias, 8 O.Rs. to Hosp. ,ﬂ
Meather cold and frosty. d
26th, R.Cg, attended village church parades. There were no other church parades as the
services of a Chaplain could not be secured. Snow fell throughout the day and conditions
were very wintry. Lieuts G.D. Cadden and 3 O.Rg. marched out to Base for duty at ¥
Demobilisation Camp. ik
27th, 2/Lt., A. Vallsnce taken on strength from Cadet Bn, 4 0.Rs, proceeded on 4 day's |
leave to BRUSSELLS by lorry from 5th.A.I.Bde, H.Q., WALCOURT, |
Weather very cold, the whole of the surrounding country being snow covered, »
28th All snimals branded for malleining were paraded In Square and malleined by Group Vety. L
Officer. This operation 1s for the purpoge of ascertaining whether the animals are likely to ||
be subject to Glanders, Weather cold and frosty. Snow still lying on ground.
| |
|
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One officer and 20 O.Rs., proceeded on a three day's visit to works in CHARLEROI area.

Two officers and 8 O.Rs, granted leave to BRUSSELLS, Allotment for next Demobilisation
Draft received from Division. Two officers and 82 O«Rs, will march out on 2nd.Feby.

Weather cold and frosty.

Advice was received from A« I. Fo H.Q. that the application of QM. & Hon, Capt. S. Forbes
(at present on leave) for the termination of his appointment in ¥W.K. had been approved.

Daily routine throughout the month has not besen subject to any great changes., Training
consists mostly of M.G. work on range. A fair portion of the men&s time has been taken up
with Educational classes and visits to works in CHARLEROI, Leave to BRUSSELLS & CHARLEROI
has also been plentiful. Weather extremely cold and frosty.

During the past fortnight all equipment and stores on charge to unit have been checked by a
Board appointed for the purpose and this work, which has been a very lengthy process, was
completed to=day. Four O.Rg, proceeded on leave to BRUSSELLS for 4 days.

Weather cold and frosty, Snow which fell at the beginning of the week still remaining on
ground, Light snow fell after nightfall.

D, D. & L., London, E.C.

(ABoog) Wt Wizpi/Mao31 750000 5h7 Beh. B8 Forws/Caiilfig
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