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le The 1#tn.1uatralim Machine Gun Company will relieve the 13th.Aust,
HeGeCOy In the support Ares todaye

2. The Company will move off at 2%pJand the passing point 12 P 8 b 8 6

3e stoo;l helmets will be worn during the march,and hasts to be carried
on shoulder strapeBlankets to be rolled and placed on 1imbers,30
minutes prior to moving offsGround sheet to bLe carried under flap
Of haversacks

4s Liout MARTIN and two signallers will aet as sdvanced mrtr;md take
over bivouscs at prnimt occupied by 13the Coye.at P21 d 80,80.Advance
party will leave at / Ry

5¢ The huts at present occupled by this unit must be left in a thorough-
ly clean and sanitary conditlon,

6 Transpdrt will remain in present location.

7 ACKENOVWLEDGEs U R

. V S Captain,

0/¢ 12th Australian HeG.COYe

W O Lu;w

e

'
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12the AUSTRALTAN MACHINE GUN COMPANY.

O900000OOCUOODOOOOPOLOOROPOIOBOOOOUOOOOGOORIGIRDORDOICOROBDOOIRORBO

Report on operations from Septembdr 18thet0o Septenber 22nd.1918.

le On the l4theSeptenber,while the company was ®i ouaced in reserve
at Q21670,70,I received notice to attend a conference at the 4the
AUSTRALTIAN lMoGeBn Headquarters where I was told that the Division
would shortly take part in an offensive operation,and that the
company would be attached to the 12%theA.IsBdsy,for the attack.IB wao
also suggested that Zero day would probably be the 18th.0onsequently
I at once went to see the G,0,0.13theBdes,who showsd me the plans
of the iInfantry attackeOn the 18theinstethe Gs0s0:13theBde.called a
conference of unit commanders t0 mgke final arrsngements,in reference
3¢ t0 the attacky which was now definately fixed for the 18%ths

was
¢ The role of the machine guns wgss that four guns (1 sect.) would be
alloted to each battalion,the remagining section being held in reserve.
Later 1t was declided that all four sections would go foward in the
the attack,and I allotted the ssctions as followsi-
"A¥Section. %t.rmuu) to 48the.Bn. let.0bjective, LA ENDT NEYE

"ot ¥ Lte0'RETLLY ) ' .- WhTNR
e " LtePONTIN MeCo ) %o 45theBn. . -
pe w (Lt«PRENIERGAST) to 468%hsBn. 3rde it BLUE LINE

My reasons for this distribution were as follows:= (a) The s

section which was attached to the 48the Battallon was ordered to
relieve ths right forward section of the 13the Company on the night

of the 16/17. The location of thies section was only & short distance
from the assembling point of the 48ths Battalion. Therefore the
personnel would not have far to carry their gear to the Jumping off
tapes. It was also anticapated that as serious reistance would be
encountered from enemy infantry, and also his artillery during this phas
Phase of the attack would be acourate and intense, hence, as the gear
Was t0 be manhandled, it saved the ghsk of using pack animalss

(b)e Yo* and "D* sections, with the 45the Battalion would be able to

maintain touch with the infantry during the advence to their objective =
(RED LINE)y and finally rush the guns forward.on the pack horses as
soon as the fl¥st wave of infantry reached the objeactive, and then
bring fire to bear on the enemy, who were attempting to eseape or »
reinforce, also be able to assist by direct overhead fire the advance of
the 46%th, Bdattalion to the BLUE LINEe The guns would also be in a
central position to replace casualfies of "B* gection, who
pushing forward with the 46th. Battalion to the BLUE LINFEeu

Se On the evening of the 17ths Company Head-Quarters
established 8 the railway cutting at R8 a40,80, but the se
remained at the bivouaes, as it was not intended to move bde

onotha 18the Zero Hour was at 5,20 asms HOt breakfast was

290U Aelle

12vh AUET™ 13
@ MACHI = il

44 The transport arangements were as follows:= 93" gection moved
at midnight from their forward positions and joined the 48the Battallioj
at 1t's assembly point at 4¢30 aeme The orews carried their gear, and
shortly after tie leaving the hop-off tape 3 of one gun crew were

woundeds Lieute TROTMAN decided to leave gun behind and proceed with
remain crews, which arrived at the objective simultaneously with the
second wave of the infantry. The guns were wstablished sitions
&% IEANSTRENCH and several targets were engaged with good results,

The foueth gun, which was left behind, was also in position an hour
laters C"C & D" gections, attached to the £5th. Battalion for advance
to the RED LINE, left the bivouacs at 3.0 aeme The gear was carried
on limbers close t0 the ass YV 1incof the 45the Battaliong where it
was unloaded and transferred to pack horses. The horses wers loaded as
follows:= 10 belt boxes, 1 tin of water and the cross-head. CGun, tripo-.
condenser and spare Mr%a and remaining Our belt boxes were carried
with the crewss Owing to the guidrlosing himself, the limbers were

| an hour late, but this afterwards turned out to be a blessing, as the
hostile barrage had lost 1t's intensity bfome 1t was reached.
Howver the grouni{was good for travelling and the infantry was soon
. moved -fowwsrd they-epresd 4nto —thres —roupss—Three

a-‘ﬁM-ﬁn 1...- i
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overihlede Aa they moved forward they split into thjrj& " ﬁ.‘“ﬂgao 3} 3
guns under Lieut O'REILLY went to the left , three guns under Lieut PONfy
"MeC¥ and two guns under Sgt PUGH "Mel to the cenires Sgt PUGH YMoM®
‘showed great initiative and leadership in getting the guns forwerd in
‘advance of the infantry, bringing destructive fire on to parties of

germans who were exposed in the open eountry in front.of hime Fowr

animals were wounded during the advances

5 B Section (46th Bn ) moved forward under the same arrangements
a8 C and D 4, with the exception that no limbers were utilised, the gear

R BT T

o4 ) i B -+ 4 P A FA I8 3 | i ' RN

going forward on eight pack horses( two per gun)s Under this |
arrangement no ummecessary fatigue was caused to personnel, who only had
t0 carry light fighting order. Two animals were wounded on the Jourmgey
forwards This must be considered remarkd ly light, as theyy were
under fairly heavy fire gll the ways The horses were taken to the RED
LINE and unloaded . Positions were taken up in this locality as thell
. advance of the 46th Bn was not to be continued until 100 Peme Meanih.
while "A" Section moved up t0 the RED LINE, from the GREEN LINE, thwS
., engbling me to cover the advance of the 46th Bn by direct overhead fire
from twelve gunse At 10,0 Peme "B® section moved off with the infantey
whils “A", “C" and "D" sections covered the advance: Fire was maintzined
for tem minutu on the BLUE LINE, and then l1ifted to line 450 yards in
advance o this which remained the Se0:% "BY section covered the g
country without mishap, dbut on arrival a shell landed in the trench,
Killing two men and seyerely wounded Lieute PRENDERGAST. On the fol
following day, after reconnaissance of the sector, it was decided to
send "D" section (Lieute PONTIN,MsCes) t0 the front line and thus the
front would beprotoctod by 8 gum, with 8 guns in position on the red
line, some 800 yards in dhe rears During the afterncon of the 19the
Lieuts O'RETLLY was wounded, leaving me with two Officers only. Ext
Battalion then alletted me Lisute RICHARDS of the 24the Company, who
| mh"}o ;furaa of “B* gection (forwsrd)es The fims were then econtrolled
as followsi- |

N e

Front line Lieute PONTIN,MeC e "D* Section
" o ¢ RICHARDS "pe
Red ” . TROTMAN "A®" & "CY Sectione

6o A% 1.0 Pome a minor operation was carried out by the 48th Bne
on the 20they in which the 8 guns under Lieute TROTMAN co=operated,

- firing 27,000 rounds of SsAede During the early evening of the 19%h
SedeAe Was taken by limber actually 0 the Tfront trenches by Lisute
CULLIMORE, MesCs t0 whom great credit is due . The disposition of the
guns were as followsi=

and remained so untill I handed ovear the commagnd %0 Lieute CULLIMORGMeCe
Liesute CULLIMORE took over the command at 1.0 peme On ¢

Te SeAoAe GXpendure duming the tour was i
18%hs indiresct fire 5,000
indirect " 14,000
18the direct * 24000
indirect " 27,000
30th, direct * nil
- indirect " _10,000
- TOTAL 58,000

A great quantity of German amuunition was fired from captured
German guns from the front line, the epproximélenuantity being 14,000
roundss Lieute
8s Taking into consideration the nature of the operast ion casuakies
were extremly light, being 3 Officers and 14 other rankse Partioculars
herewithi= Killed vounded
NOo 353 Ptee TeCoFoMoCA Lieute O'REILLY
No6368 * Ge THOMSO u PRENDERGA ST
, No 1734 Cple ZeCeFTOWLER
2175 » Wed cMOLmAN
201 " GsPRENTICE, M:Me
2387 Ptoes Aed «BLUM
23540 * J oBEALE

232 " EoGeBIELL
279 ®* HeBROWN

7014 * GeMUNNOCH
518 * EeSe RICHARDS
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No 518 Pteo JeJe SPETR oty | Q"

_ WOUNDED AT DUTY
607 " JoSCOTT,MeM ’
ad .hBIHﬂIi olie Captain Ae Fe TAYLOR

. |
u“my:’d.m“' were woundd#d during the advance, 4 of which had 30 be

e Rations were excellent throughout and used
forwards On the afternoon of the advances i b g o _

100 Transport arrangements were also excellent
anéd Lieut
UeCo showeda grest daring and enterprise in the way in whiah'hguﬁ;k‘m'

SeAdsAe and rations to the most orward positionss AN
excellent
0T conforts were available during the operations. A good mmyﬂ:];_pl?

water was available.
W

CeCeo 12the Auste YeGs00s

e ———_
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