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o APPENDIX
AP WAR DIARY

58th BATTALIUN AL, F,

— — = m———— E B e —
— - - -
g —

FOR

_ SEPTEMBER 1918F91.

LIST OF APPENDICES.

Nu.' Subject.

L yarrative of yperations carried out by 58th Rattalion
in the vicinity of FERULNE on sgpt, ist 1918.
2 narrative of operations carried out by the 5ath pattalion
2 in the vicinity of PERONWE on Sept, 2nd [9I8, .
3 Narrative of (perations carried out by 58th Battalion
d in the vieinity of EEHuﬂﬂEaﬂniszif% 5th3§gtﬂdlﬂt i
ages - PERONNE and Vic e Pl.
4, Operation jessage P R
" 58th pattalion Order o, 54,
2_ 33mmary of Casualties for period pugust 28th to 5ept, ?328
' talion :
sumnary of Operations carried out by the 58th Pﬂt
s 1i the vicinity of SERCNNE on Sept, 18T, ﬁnﬂ:&1§tp,
- recommendations for HONOrs & Awards for Attack on PERONKNE
on 2/9/18. _ . |
ge. 58th Battalion ordui No, 55.
9, Weekly Health ReporTd,
10, Letter of appreciation of 58th pattalion Band -~ from
commandant, Aust, Corps School, |
11, Quartermaster's Report and Diet sheets for Week ending
Ia: Syllabus of Training - geot, I6th to 21st 1913.(15/9/13.
I5. b5ath Battalion order re ‘Training’,
ja, Quartermaster's Report and piet Sheets .for week ending
' ze/9/18. i
15, 58th Battalion Sports programme,
16, b58th Battalion Sports = Results,
17, Weekly Health Rupg?t_ B
I8, 5s8th Battalion Order NO, :
go. sumnary of 58th Rattalion strength for month,
an: summary pf Casualties for month of September I918.
22, Sick wastage for month of september,
23 gummary of punishments for month of september,
24: gransport officexr's Monthly Report,
o5, frransport officer's yonthly wark Diary,
25, Honors and Awards for month of September,

—
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APFZNDIX | 7
; G/ 1l40, ' =
, NARRATIVE BY ILieut, R, V, MOON YVCY A ON THE OPERATION OF Satﬂfﬂﬂn

ATTALION AI¥, in the vicini

of XERONNE on ist september 19is,

At about 7 a,m, on the morning of the Ist inst, Major FERRES
and myself accompanied by several signallers, runners and observers
advanced to the Canal, crossing same by the wooden bridge at
1,35,4,8-8 and reconnoitring the ground immediately on the othexr
side, with the view of moving the Battalion forward and taking
FLAMICOURT, &8s we had word that BERONHE was taken by the I[4th Brigade,
Enemy was playing .G, fire freely acpoes the ground between
Battalion H,Q, and the bridge and it_as very evident that he was
holding PFLAMICOURT and the swamp in Ffront of it with machine gans,

The Battalion was at once ordered to move down to the position
M&jor FERRES selected round about 1,35.4.3-8 and "AY and "B" Companies
were sent through the Western edge of PERONNE with orders to connect up
with the 44th Battalion and sweep through the town and turn SQUTH
and occupy the high ground in 1,35, AT the same time & Company of the
59 th Battalion were to push across the Railway line &t 1§35.4.6=0 and
by advancing to FEARMICOURT to 1link hands with our Companies which
were operating through PHRUNNE,§ These operations Irailed owing to the
following facts, The party who went into FERONNE found that only
the Western edge of the town had been taken by the 54th pattalion and
that they had no intention &t that time of cleaning up the rest of the
town, These Companies therefore took up & position at 1,27.b.I-5 and
sent back their location to Rattalion H,.Q, &and awaited further orders,

T?he party of 59th Battaelion found & railway track which was the
only possible route into FLAMICOURT in this sector to be quite
impossible owing to hawing u,G, fire directiy down the track, on
which men could only move in single file, from direction of the station,

Qur 2 Companies who were left at 1,53.d,5-8 were only able to
give covering fire on to the high ground in the vicinity of the guarry
and drid iromn trench in 1,34, and 1,35, and were guite unable to deal
with the #,G¥s in the marsh between them and the village of FLAMICOURT,

They did manage to dispose of 1 machine gun post at the water
tank by means of a Lewis Gun which I had placed in the top storey
of & buklding in the extreme SOUTH of PERONNE,

A section of the 15th L.7T.M.,B, shooting from 1,55.4,5-9 kept
several enemy machine guns gquiet, but we were unsable to discover whethdr
they knowked them out, 'n' goy., early in the morning, were sent
down to attempt a crossing whthk the 57th Battalion at 0,35.4,3=0 but
this was alsc unsuccessful as the proposed route was covered by strong
enemy i,G, fire and the marsh was practically impassable,

The Battalion retured from these positions &t 8 p.,m, leaving
g Goy., and 1 platoonnof ®p" Coy, to link up with the 54tTh in PERONNE
and the post they had established early in the morniag, guarding the
reilway Bridge at 1,.35.4,6=0, and returned to the positions they had
left in the morning in the viecinity I1I.,2.b.6=7,
T'his ended operations for the Ist iunst,

(Sgd) Ke- Vo MOOHN Lieut,
a/l,0, 5sth pattelion A,I,F,
8/8/16,
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NARRALIVE BY Iieut, B, &y O'MALLEY U, Asst/adjt., on OFSKATION “AC

OF 58th BATTALION ALF, “in the vieinity of FHRONNE on 16t sevt, 19

& . | a, |
~.> on the night of 3ist August, the 5sth sattelion Wes est&blished .

ﬁgﬁ.trenﬂhﬁsnn‘thelwast of the' SUMME CAllAL, with a standing patrol of one
plstoon of MA" Company under Lieut, sSlaughier WG soross the bamk, . - .
the Battalion had been warned that the j4th Brigede would be SWinging
down from the left in fromt of PEBRONIE, and to be ready to pash. across
the CAAL as soon as they were seen 1in front, and to occupy the ground
in 1,35 and 0,5,

At 7 a.m, on I/9/i8 Msjor FERRES MC and the 1,0. ( Lieut,

R, V. M00N-VC prodeeded &across the cansl and established & forward Head-
quarters at I,53.,0.,7.7., in & tunnel near the road bridge into FEROINE,
s jor- Ferdes, the- €, 0, wnon -sent back word To me to comé& up with Head-
quarters details leaving the Adfutent with a few details at rear -
Heedquarters, He also sent word 1o order all the companies to dribble
forward scross the cansl, This was done, &nd 3 compenies crossed at
4+he broken wooden briﬂ#ga at 1.53.8,.5.5. yagchine gun fire was coming
from the high ground on right at 1,54 and the brifge was being inter-
mittently shelled, but no casualiies ogcurred, and the companies formed
up along the railwey bank, "L" Company tried to cross the canal &and
mersl &t a track south of the Reilway bridge but this track had not
been completed, ‘The Engineers were working on it, and leaving his
company to work with them, the ©,¢,, Lieut, C.A. DEANE cCame and re=
ported his action to the G,0., who instructed him to carry on there,

At this stage it was decided to send 2 companies through the
town of PERONIE, @nd 1 company along the reilway bend in 1.28. &
companies of the 59th pattalion were placed under the command of

jajor FurrES; the latter tThen gsent "A" and "B" Companies of 5sth

‘through pERONNE with instructions o work round and push in fromt
of FLAMICOURT ae soon as bhey could find & passege across the marsh,
waw goy, of b8th Battalion were sent along the gailway with a view to
passing scross the marsh near FLAMICOURYT and crossing &o0,the high
ground, Iyere wem thus three chances of getting of-gepting on 1o
our objective = the abovetitwo, and a possible crossing by Lieut,

PRANESS company south of the prailway Bridge,

¢wo things, however, upset these plans, Firstly, HOHT 5t ,QUENTIN
on the left wes not in our hands as was reported and understocd by us;
secondly, PRRONNE was N07T mopped up, and the south-east corner oI the
town was occupied by enemy machine guns and snipersy

e movemeny was started at 1z noon, and the Lewis guns of the
remaining companies (in support at I.3%,4,) were employed in neutralising
enemy machine guns on high grouhd in 1,34, &nd 30, prench mortars

were also msed and quistened the machine gull fire from the ground
mentioned, ¢apt., k., B, FORSYTH uC, in charge of "A" and "3B" Coys,,
sfter meking & full reconnalssance of the ground,pepotted that there
wes no nassagé across the mersh except at the ExEEX causeway between
PARONNE end FLAMICOUKT &t I,28.8.1,2 &nd thet this wes too strongly
covered by machine gun fire to get across, ©Ihe alternative of working
around the lorth Bast end of PERONNE Was impracticable, as the enemy
e%ill held MONT St,QUENTIN and the high ground, "A" Coy, 59th Batle
alton returned along the Railwsy, reporting that it was imppssible to
cross the marsh that way, Lhe one hope now was the passage @croSS
the canal south of the Railway bridge, Woli HOWEVEX, &1 attempt was
made to ercsg there, enemy i,G's{which had remeined silent up to this)
opened up and wiped out the party,

pefor & the companies moved off to go through PERONNE, Bde,
were agked for two sappers TO accoumpaiy the party and gusrd against
mines, Jhese men came Irom the Kegr. perty working on the cansl,but the
companies had left, 80 they inspected the biridges and dug-outs in the
vieinity and were able to seve the bridges,withdrawliug the charges,

% when no progrese could be made with these pexties,the companies
were withdrawn and & shoot arranged to be fired on FLAMICGUURY at4,15.P.m,
At that moment & mess8geé Was received giving the dispositions of the
jath Rde,,which showed their -trcops too nea&r the aresd qhnaen_ phege
digpositions we did not beleive, but tock no risks, and cancelled the
shoot,

,he whole trouble at the moment was that the Bat?l

16t of PEKUNNE had not resched their objective and co

swung back on that flank,
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| burr&ga wes then a*rrangad. or,’ tn fal’l on ii/““‘
[COURY &t &/5,p.m, but as no progress was made on the flank, tha |
ies were disposed on th canal bank,two ‘Gpmphriies on each aiﬂ:a
with posts on the railway, and the idea GF pushing on was given up
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NARRALLVES OF OFSRATIONS CARKIED OUR BY "A" Companyd 5th-BAUTALION g
0 . ==

in the vicinity of BERONNE on sept, Ist, I9I8 n“x e P

% -, =

s I - e
S i
—

NARRADLVE BY LBIWS, P, 4, SLAUGHTER MC, (platoon Gommander)

AT 5 a,m, received orders to take patrol across Railway Bridge -
1,55,4,6-4, Crossed bridge without opposition and proceeded up
line for & distance of sbout 550 yards, after advaneing sbout one
hundred yErzgxkhers came under heavy u,G, fire, The cover afforded
by railway line enabled patroli to procegd another 200 yards until held
up by lMachine guns direet in front and on flanic, rrom this position
was recalled to Company, The Company at that time assembled at B[&.E.
- L1,98,4, From this position Company moved forward in small parties
through Western outskirts of PERONNE, Lhe Company came under fire
from enemy Machine gun fire at several places but suffered no .
casualties, The Company then assembled in & joat surrounded by high
banks - I,27,d,9-5, - From this position Company (fficers of patrols
reconnoitred town of FERONNE and outskirts,Zdll streets leading out
of town were under jachine Gun fire from enemy, -
The situation at this time was very nbacure_' The Unit on
Tlank making no progress, Capt, Forsyth WMC, and an officer then
reported on position to C,0, and then received orders to return to
former position,
(8gd) T, a4,

DLAaUGHTER, Lieut,

b58th Battalion, AsI.F,
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TAKRATIVE OF OPERATIONS CARRIED OUT BY "A" Compeny, 5Etﬂ
in the vieinity of PERPINE,

NARRATIVE BY WO, 304 SERGT, H, C, MO3S - operation of I/9/1s,

On the morning of I/9/I8 my platoon moved out from 0,2/c,2.4,
&nd proceeded to the R,A.P,, from there on to & moat at I1.27.8.D.6.
Passing through PERONNE we.rested &t the moat while liaison wag obtained
-With the 54th Battalionj my platoon remeined at the moat until evening
then merched back to 0,2.¢.2.4,, steying there &bout two hours, and then
back to our original sterting:point, staying until the morning of
3/9/IE. The -shelling of the village had been fasirly heavy and there
wes also a good bit of machine gun fire, but I had no casualties,

My platoon moved out on the morning of the 3/9/I8 where we
repeived orders to mop up the North Rest of the village of FLAMLICOURT,
While &t the moat we were subjected to heavy ertillery fire from the
Hun &nd also from our own Ig-pdrs that were bursting directly over the
moat &nd the company had & few casualties, but none in my plétoonse

| ‘Going forward with the 0.,C, &nd e 1,c,0, from each platoon

We selected a slightly position opposite the berricade and on the left
of the road to FLAUICOURT &s & hopping off point, PFrom there I was
ordered to take my platoon forward and cleer the enemy from machine
gun positions that had direct fire down the roa&d, Working slong the
right of the road we doubled to cover behind & wall and I-decided to
attack a gun on the left of the road about I50 fset up, so with that
idea to work our way along the houses opposite, On entering a house
here we came on to & machine gun firing on to our right flank and unaware
of our proximity, iy Lewis Guuner &nd three rifles put a bullet into
their team kijling fiwe, Remaining three ran into & garden where they
Were joined by a team from another gun which we had not seen, but who,
were 1n the same trench, We opened fire and rushed them, teking two
prisoners &nd killing or wounding the remainder, One prisoner was found

in & tank, We then worked along & terrace and gaining the top we were
Joibed by some of "B" Company who &lso had a Pewis Gun, Both guns then
opened up en a strong position on & similar terrace opposite and only
& I00 yards distant -assisted by our rifles, gSergt, Anderson was killed
here, being shot through the head, Siléncing the enemy, I took my
platoon round and crossing the road, rushed the trench, Here we found
6 of the enemy killed and theee wounded, One of the wounded wés &
M&joxr, who weg shat through the stom&ch apd whose horse was shot earlier,
We also took 11 prisomners, two of whom were Lieutenants, There were
two heavy and two light guns in the trench and while turning one of
figisa guns on the enemy wes shot through the head and died shortly

fterwards, As I h&d now reached my objective and had a splendid field
of fire from our dAirect front &nd right flank, I posted my Iewis Guuner
at head of tremch and two of the enemy guns on the gt flank where we
hed good shooting at the Hun and did considerable damage, We had just
done this when we were joined by our 0,C, who decided the position wes
good , After two hours T was ordered to leave one gun and tske the re-
mainder of my platoon to a small ridge on the right where we dug pot
holes, Shortly &fter, sending out & strong patrol , it beingyd now
dusk, we were relieved by the 57th Battalion, Big n.E. Gas shells
greatly hindered the relief, We theun merched bsck to the moat, weithng
there for the 0,8, On his arrivel we returned to our former position
in the trench at 0,B8.,¢.2.4., On the night of the 4th and 5th I took my
2latoon to the railway bridge,crossing the canal &t bridge and rested on
the stétion for & few minutes while petrbdls went forward, oOn their
rejoining us we were led to our hopping off positicn in an old German
wrench where we waited for sbout three hours, the opinion being that
this was due to bad liaison as it was getting very dight, We received
orders to advance, my platoon went forward behind & Screen in artillexry
formation over open country, our left flanmk joining No, 2 platoon, the
right resting on the canal, We had no dhell fire &nd though m&chine
gun fire was bad on the pBattelion's left flank and getting =mXEw oply
& few spent bullets my platoon had no easuslties, We advancd rapidly
ard, on reéching an old Germen Battery position in & wood we made &
keft form and also obt&ained liaison with the Scottidh on our right,

We advanced again @bout 1500 yards &nd had & meal, The shelling was
light eand unly'f:nm.ﬂmall calibre guns, and &@fter resting four hours

_ e = il
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Isr.-mi&mrms OF OPERATIONS CARRIED OUT BY "B" Coy., 58th BATTALION j AIF, = .
in the vicinity of PERONNE

.

N IRATIVE BY . ILiemt, W, MORRISON; (Coy, Commander)

ou the morning of I/9/I8 we were told that the enemy were
retiring and that we would most likely move across the River, when
sunddenly &bout ¢,I5 a,m, the Battalion was ordered to cross the River
at the Reilway Bridge and get in touch with the enemy, A" Coy, were
to move across followed by "B" Coy. Iieut, SLAUGHTER MC, of "A"™ Coy.
had already taken a patrol across to get in toush with the enemy and to
clear route of Machine guns &nd enemy snipers, During the move across
we came under heavy M.G, fire and light artillery near Railway brideg
and the Coy, suffered 2 casualties, Ve then tried to find & way across
mersh but with no results, The ¢.0., Major PERRES '‘MC,, then ordered
the 2 Compenies that were &lready across to form a defensive line round
the bridge head, "A" and "B" (Companies succeéded in doing this,
The other 2 (Companies then moved a&crepss and took up & position along
river bank, wa® and "B" Compenies were then ordered to move through
FERONNE and get in touch with 54th Battalion and to attack through the
N,E, end of the town of PERONNE, The objectives were - the 59th
Battalion wes to advence along railway through FLAMICOURT due East,
2 Companies of 58th Battalion were to attack through the N,E, end of
PERONNE and connect up with 59th Bettalion on right and 54th Battalion
on left, On reaching the assembly position 2 patrols were sent out
by "A" and "B" Companies to reconnoitre the front that was to be
attacked, also Capt, FORSYTH MC, and myself reconnoitred the position
and found the N.E, end of the town strongly held by enemy I G's,
cept, Forsyth who was 0,0, Attack sent & message back to C,C,, 58th
Battalion, (then Major Ferres) that the town was too stropgly held %o
advance without artillery prpparation, Captq FORSWTH then
received & message from G,0, to stand fast and await furhher instructions

puring the ma&rch through PERONNE we came under heavy 1,6, fire
and also heavy asrtillery fire, -

About 7 p.m, Cept, FORSYTH received instructions to move back
to Bridge we had left in the morning, We arrived at Bridge at about
8.30 p.m, and 2 Companies were ordered to form & defensive position to
protect bridge head, After digging in, "B" Company received instruc-
tions to move back to trenches evacusted in the morning, wg" Goy.
and 1 Platoon of "B"™ Coy, were to form & defensive position around
bridge head,

' ‘We arrived at position in trenches about II .30 p.,m, where the
Q.M. ( Capt, BEST) had a hot meal ready for us,

(sgd)® W. LORRISON : Lieut,
0.G,, "B" Coy., 58th Battalion, A,I.F,

-~
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HARBATIVES OF OFERATIONS BY "B" Coy,, 58th BATTALION AIF, in the

viginity of FERONNE el S il

©
, _r‘s | .
NARRATIVE BY 1o, 3467 Sgt, A, BOADIE (Platoon Commander ) Ipﬁ

During the night of 3Ist August/lst sept, we received orders

we were 1o move forward through FEROSNE to support attack of I4th
Brigede, Barrage for attack fell on FERONNE at 6 &.m,; at 8 a.m,
Company was ordered to move forward in sections of 6 in the following
order - 5 rlatoon, 7 Platoon, Coy, H.Q., 6 rlatoon and 8 Flatoon,
we moved out of front line to main PERONNE - AMIENS Road,  Aftex
passing through old ¢,.C.3. on to edge of road we came under I[,G, fire
from buildings on Eastern side of FEKOINE, We sustained 2
gasualties here, D

: our 0,C, ( Iieut, MORRISON) led the Coy, under .cover of the
drsin about 300 yards and crossed oger the road at Resilway 1o cover
of o0ld railway buildings and scrub into the swamp, We came under
berrage fire of whizz bangs &t close range whilst moving aloyg tzekk
between Reilway &and Canal, The fire was very erratic &s the Hun
could not observe us, |

We crossed Canal on the main Reilway bridgg which had been

"blown up, We moved up Csnal esbout 200 yards to cover of high banks
8t the Southern end of PERONNE, Up to thise time (9 ,30C) the only places
where the Hun observed us were crossing the main ANIENS-PERONINE road
and the railway bridge, .

About I0/50, &,m, we moved forward through PEROINE t0 Hoxrth
orn end , We moved in single file under cover of buildings, At the
c&nal which we crossed by two's on & msrrow plank the croessing was
rather exciting as a lachine Gun was playing directly across it from
PLAMICOURT; the croseing was carried out without easualities, Ve moved
through PBRONNE to church where gas was fairly strong, At the town
squere we again ceme under Meschine Gun fire which was playing down
Street from direction of IA CHAPELLE, We arrived safely &nd found
T4th Brigade (54th Battalion) there who said that the Huns wexre
making it too warm for them to advénce through, About 3 p,m, the

- I4th Brigade moved forward to attack what appeared to be an old
factory, M.G, fire was fairly sewere from same, The positon was
secured and held, About 7 p.,m, we moved back to position at Southern
end of town where I received orders that my Platoon (No, 5) would
be attached to "C" Coy who were dug in at this place, The remainder
of the Company moved back to the old position we were in oh 3Ist

August,

(sgd) A, BOADLE sgt,
58th BRattalion, ' AIF,

= e —————
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NARRATIVES EXEEX OF OPERATIONS CARRIED OUT BY "D" Copfe Jwoth. BASLALION

A,I,F,, in the vicinity of PERONNE -~ _,-('.. X ATTS

. TPy

s e
-y i & ) ‘:!
A

On the morning of lst,SePps, I9I8 Lieut, Deans rauaivad-wurd_gf'

9.30 a,m, to move forward at I0,30 a.m, He wes to cross the cinal
and mersh at 0.3.4.5.4,, and the other companies were to go rouund by
the railwsy bridge, We loved down in shall parties at 50 yards distance,
Iieut, Deane in command of "D" Company, myself in charge of No, I3 Ptn
end Tieut, Campbell in charge of I4 Ptn, When we got to the canal

I went forward and found that the floating track had not been finished
gseross the water, Iieut, péane sent word back to Major PFerres to this
effect, A little later sn Engineer (Qfficer of I4th Engineers came
slong, went across the other side in & boat and came back and told

me he had discovered a track, so I went across with him to have alook
g it, We went ahead cautiously following & line DI trees, having
great difficulty in getting through the rushes, As nobody had been
there before,=x we had to forme and pick a track, We then game to

s little stream about I3Z0 yards ahead and thought that if we bridged
it and finished the other we could march the company across, When I
returned to Iieut, Deane I told him this &nd he informed Major Ferres,
who ssid that if we could get scppss he would very likely get the rest
of the Battalion over there, "D" Company then supplied a fatigue party
to carry floats, duckboards, etec, for the Bngineers who finished
building th cork float, The hext thing was to get & bridge over the
small stream, I might say that before the Tloat was completed Lieutv,
Deabe put me in ceherge of the patrol to do the job, the job being

to get across and esteblish a post on the other gide, I then got my
men ready ¢ I2 men, 2 N,C,0's &nd myself, with 1 Lewis Gun team) .,
Before the float was completed and whilst the men were working on 1%

I had a post at the small stream for protection, When the float was
finished I got my patrol in resdiness, whilst the Enginmers worked

oh the gnd smell bridge, Whilst they were working on it, CopT,
Peacock ceame slong the eenal with his company and Mieut, Campbell
hesard him remsrk that he was gbihg to get his men across in boats,
Hbwever when he got the boasts, we had the cork float already finished
and starting on the 2nd small bridge, From what I could see of things
capt, FPeacosk then took cherge and said he wae going to get hi 8
patrol across first by sending a Sergeant and a party of men ahead

and establishing a post on the other side, When the bridge was
completed his Serge=znt went ahead and gscouted about, 4 little later
capt, Peacock went forward so I weut ahead T0 see whet was happening,
I had & talk to Capt, Peacock and told him I would go back and -bring W
my men immediately behind him, the idea belng for me to establish

s post on left of track and he & post on right, to proteet companies
whilst coming through, I wés just leaving him when I heard a shot
fived end then another three rifle shots, &nd then & mechine gun
burst, His lesding men wes killed, the Sergesnt wounded, -also &
couple of others, The leading had got about I5 to 20 yards from

the enemy post when he wes discovered and shot® The enemy then
directed machine gun fire on the small bridge, where one of my men

was killed &nd amnther wounded, We had great difficulty im getting
beck but did so eventuaslly, Iieut, De2ne then infbdrmed Major Ferres
a8 to the stete of affsirs and we stayed there untlil we goet orders

to go bsck to our old position in the trench, lMa&chine Guuner, Pte
garra, wes buried before we left &t 0,3.4,5.4, on canal bank,

e !
'RRATIVE BY LIEUT, G, LAING, O0.C., 3D" Company,
4, operations of Sept, 1lst I9I8.

(sgd) G, LAING Iieut,
wp® Goy, b58th Bettalion 4,I.F, \

!

.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT006043



= APPENDIX |
) ':J;G - /

- —— — BES -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG 1006043



. CE ' : ’ e ——
0, ‘:.!;{3
HARRATIVES OF OPERATIONS CAREEER OUT BY "C" COMPANY 5
8:1.F, IN THE VICINITY OF FERONNE,

NARRATIVE BY LIBUT. J., O. BROWN, "C™ GCoy., 58th Battalion{”
- OPERATIONS OF lst/2nd Sept. 1918, ‘

on the morming of I/9/ie the company was occupying a line of
trenches and posts at 0,5.82.2.7, :

At 10,30 a,m, orders were received 1o move the company across
the canel, Under fairly heavy mechine gunfire the canal was crossed
by the bridge at [,%5.d.3.9, and & position teken up on the ramparis
at 1.53.4.4,9, , the Lewis Guns being moumted to cover the swamp and
approaches th the bridge, No, 9 Platoon was in toweh with the 53th
Battelion on the right, : _

at 7 p.m, orders were received to protect the bridge head for
the night, 4 lisison patrol was in touch with whe 54th rattalion
on the left in the town of PEROINE,

At 4,30 a,m, the company wes ordered to stand by and at 5 a,m,
moved up to the town, I weas detailed to bring up the rear of the
coimpany,

Being caught in the enemy berrege in the town and the streets
becoming impassable, the company wes moved by an alternate route to
an assembly point in gquarry =t I,27.b.2.5. This point wag reached
at 8,30 a,m, and the company wes detailed as reserve company to the
Battalion, '

4t I p.m, the company weés moved up to reinforce the "front line,
I wes in charge of ljos, I0 & I2 pletoons, and consolidated on the rem-
parts in immediste support to MA"™ and "B"™ compsnies at I,22,4,I1.2.,
mounting 5 lewig guns and leter two Vickers Guns of the Ifth lischine -
Gun Company, He®® we were subjected to intermittent shell fire duting
the afternoon and evening but no cesuslties were caused, -

at 1.30 a,m, relief was effected by 57th Battrlion and I moved
pletoons through the tawn-tﬂﬁ & trenceh pogition to 0,5.4.2.8.

on 3/9/1I8 I was evscuated to the transport lines by the 1,0,

(8gd) J, O BROWN Iieut,
"gw Qoy, 58th Battalion A,I.F,

S - ' n— - = R ikt A,

. —_—— s =l = .
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NARRATIVES OF OFERATIONS CARRIED OUT BY "C" CQUPANY
NGIF, IN THE VICINITY OF PERONNE,
3 ;

At 1 a,m, on I/9/I8 I wes orderdd to hand over comutnd of
"B" Company to ILieut, liorrison and take ower "C" (oy, which was situat-
ed along the line 0,3.,8.8.7 - 0.5.8.3.3. At 9,30 e,m, and order was
recelved to stand by ready to move #nd at I0,30 a.,m, the company moved
down &nd crossed the canal by bridge ot I1.53,4,.3.9,, guides being supplied
by Headquarters, The company wes subjgeted to rather heavy mschine gun
fire during the move but only sustained slight cssuslties, On arriyval
I reported to the C,0, &nd was ordered to place the company ILewis Guus
t (6) in position along the ramparts at I.33.4.4.9., and give eovering
fire Xkm to the 58th Battalion who were moving North along the Reilway
Iine in the direction of PERONNE station, Rem&inder of the company wes
held &s resevre and dug in &t the foot of the ramparts in the vieinity,
At 8 p,m, & verbal order was given for the company to take up a posie
tion along the line I1,33,b.4.,0. - I1.33.4.,5.8,, connecting up with
the 59th Battalion on right and establishing & lisison post with the 54th
Battalion at Bridge at I.33,b.3.I, The company remained in these posg-
itions- during the night Ist/2nd Sept. I9IS,

(sgd) .o, B, TAIT Iieut,
: 0.C,, "C¥" Coy., 58th Battalion AIF,

HARRATIVES OF OPERATIONS CARRIED OUT BY "D" Coy., 58th

in the vieinity of PERONNE,

gl TP Ve

AN
SARRATIVE BY 2/Iieut, J, LM CAMFBELL (rlatoon Gommand ;\arﬁ““ |
' OESRATIGNS U¥ Sept, Ist I9is, R Y

At 10,30 p the cﬁmpaﬂg-.moved forward to the Canal to v ‘

o m
+ attempt a crossing at 0.3.4.5 n ] |
| was halted, as the matsh had not hegn Egﬁﬁféﬂﬁlﬁhﬁrfﬁgal thEIGEE%&

t ed
Ly _men under K co h . _ -
cBrrying party Yor DriAgins ReiSeeipedy,e¥gopt When elpldyed as a
abandon the attempt, when the Company returned in small parties to
the starting point,

(Sgd) IEWIS M., CAMPBELL 2/lieut,
."D" Coy,., 58th Battalion, A I.P,

=
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NAREATIVES OF OPERATIONS CARRIED OUT BY "C" Company,
$o1.7. IN THE VICINITY OF FPERONNE,

% . APPEN

l'---ﬂ----———---—--—r--ﬂ-ﬂ-‘---I-II-—-———-——-—-H-ﬂ-_—-‘-—-————-—-------—-----

NQBRATIVE BY No, 4589 SERGT, R. STEVENS, No, II Platoon,
58th BATTALION AI.F, - operations Ist/2nd Sept, I9Is,

On the worning of lst sept, ISI8 No, II Platoon was occupyling
front line trenches in 0.3.8.2.71. At 9,50 a,m, we received orders :
to get rendy to move, At 10,5C a,m, We moved in open form&tion down
the road &nd crossed the river by bridge at I1.33.4.3.9. &nd took up
pogition in ramparts at 1,35.4.4.9. The Lewls Gun was pushed forward
on our right and mounted to give covering fire to the 5§th Battslion
who were moving up the Railway line s@bout I50 yords in front of
our position, At 7 p.m, we tock up & position to protect the road
bridge at 0,.33.4.3.9. for the night, | |

At 4,30 a,m, on the E/Q/IE'WE received orders to be ready to
move &nd moved out at 5 &.,m, woving along the recad leading into
PHRONDE in pexrties of sections with #n intervel of 30 yards between
mections, While moving through the town we were caught in the enapy
barrage &t 5.30 a.,m, As the acting C,S.M, was wounded I W&s wpdared
to teke over his duties,

(sgd) R. STEVENS sSergt,
_"ag® goy., 58th Battalion A.I.F,

.
5 S - " rf-——-ig
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VUL Hﬂ.lllell _5_§

th BATGALION, A, 1, K, PEENDLX: NoY
Ca AN
p WEEKLY HEALTH REPOKE, \ \ N
o DaYe 3‘_\1-@/1.913._ &
L8 GEUENAL HEALTH,...Good, %
P PREVAILING DISEASES,.,.....H11
o) WATExR SUrrsLY --gource, ., .Water roint peromnne,
.Lﬂc&tlﬂﬂ___0"3_ D,;8.56,
' Measures of B, Powder,,.I,
4 WATER CARYS (if cleaned regularly)....Yes .
o FOuD -= @uantity, ,suffieient,,, Quality,,,.Good, o
6 COUKLNG AND CUOUKHOUSES,....@00d
No, of hot meals daily...2...
7 LATRINES --iype,,Box,,,Plyproof,,, Yes
rercentage 5%
3 URINALS,.....S508kage rits,
9 DISFOSAL OF MANURE -+48tacking)...Yes (Burning).sssss..
10 DISPOSAL OF EFUSE --(Burning),,.Yes (Burial)sssss-
11 PERCENTAGE OF TROOPS BATHED, ..ALL Trmnpg
$received clean clothing);;;All Troops,
1B Uuﬂuixiuﬂ(uEdMEﬂ R SCABLIES & LiCH,,..s8tisfactory,
3 KELNFURCHEMENYS  --(Class)
(1f inocculations complete),...
14 LUCATION OF R.B.Pivseeeaal,32,4,6.0,
L GENERAL REMARKS, s cos0s00es
| (signed) r,E.v0ss, Capt,
R.M,0,,580H BATCALION, A, I, P,
|
3
5
T T i T e < Pl eI T et g S it —
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varried out by
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in the vicinity of puruiiis,
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H;RHATI?EB OF OFERATIONS CARRIED OUT BY "D" Company,

ot 1{::5'»-
N
E VICINITY OF PERORNE, s | |
A.:.I.E;IN THE i\ I APE’_E_N_-__ s 9y,
s el £ . S T { 8uoy, agueg & bi N At i

. | . s e ,
l@f{,iiva by Lieut, G, LAING, 0,C., "D" Goy. 'S58th Battelion,
Operation of 2/9/Ie. | e ) |

R .

Battalidn ‘moved Torward od ifs wey to PERONNE 8% 4 e.,m, on the
2/9/I8 with orders to essist the 54th Battalion mop up PEROLUNE and to
esteblish posts on outskirts, theu to aweit the Ilanks wwinging ‘round
before resuming the attack, "D" Coy,, comisnded by Iieut. Deane moved
off &t about 4 &, followed by wgn Coy, "MD" Gompauy hed two platoons
- I3 &nd 15, I commended No, I3, Iieut, Campbell, I5, - We kept in
touch with "B" Coy, who were ahead and moved off in siell seections
at 50 peces digtance, Lvexrything went well until we g0t to Regimental
Aid Post where we came uudex méchine gun fire but had no casualties,
We then proceeded through the villege, It was not long bhefore the
eneny put a very heavy baxxage on the town through which we had to
pass, The bombaxrdment consisted of heavy H.E,, gée shells end Shrap-
nel, The H, B, striking the cobble stone and stone and brick buildings
proved far more effective than otherwise, The town itself reeked with
gas fumes, Iieut, Deane wes badly wounded h&lf way through the town
at the plece where the enemy bombardment wes at its worst, I took-
comusnd o€ the compeny then and psssed through the todwn, oOwing to .
heavy gas fumes and Smoke everybody had to put their gas masks on, -
In doing this:wa_lnﬂt-tﬂuch'with:"Bﬂ;aqy_ for the time being, so T
took the company through the village end g0t the men under ‘the best
cover I eould fingd, helf the company behind & moat and half scross
the canal in the side of a bank, L then gbt in touch with cept,
Dowining of §4thkﬂﬁt§§liﬂn¢;whp"hﬁﬂ;nmiimﬂvud_fﬂrw&rﬁ as we understood
he would, He told me that the flenks had not yetrmoved round and that
he was not moving until:he had received word from the 56th BRettalion
on his left, I then hunted round and g0t in touch with "B" Company,

and ‘afterwards with us jor ferres atl Dattalion Hesdquerters, Iy orders
Were then to hold fast till I heard further from him, I might say
thet elthough he was wounded and limping badly ‘&t the time he was
nevertheless in great spirits, comnsidering the skaking up:the
Battalion had just had, . From the liajor down everybody bore themselves
well, and kept up the good spirit which the S58th Battelion have always
hed, It wes not long before I hed orders from li&jor Perres 1o proceed
with “4" end "B® Compenies to atteck and mop up:the town bdn the left,
and then to esteblish posts on the outskirts, at about 8.30 a,m, the
compeény moved off in rear of "B" Company in smell segections, 5@ yards
apart, Iieut, Campbell bringing up the rear, it I.287.b,0,6, the
Compeny Commenders of "a" , ®BW and “pr gompanies had & conference

with Capt, Forsyth who wes wounded &nd could not eaxrry on, In the
meantime the men were got under cover &s much ss posgible, which was
-difficult os mechine guns were pleying on us from left flenk end at
@ifferent places through the village, A4t the conference it was decided
thet "A"™ snd "B" Qompanies should form.the first wave, with "D" in the
second to support them, MA" and "B" moved Fforwsrd at sbout S a m,,
"B" Coy, on left "A" on right, When they got forward I0O yards more

I sent 1 W,C,0, &nd 2 men forward to keep touch &nd then followed
myself till I reached apoint I/EE.&,E.B. I then sent be&ck word to "
Company to colie up in small parties, On arrivel these parties hid
behind cover, I then collected the platoon and section N.,C.0's and
told them their job and pointed out their nposition £s near &as possible
"Dy Company advanced from the position at I0,I5 a,m, in ertillexry
formetion in small sections, Lewie Gun team assimted by rifl emen,
compeny hefdquarters in the centre, stretcher hezrers and trench
mexEXrE morters, of which I had one section atteched 10 me under
Iieut, Creigie, bringing up the rear, ©The advance was successful &nd
the company suffered no casuslties until we resched the other compénies,
Here the platoon on the right reinforced the right flank of "an company
énd the left plitoon with myself and Compeny Hesdgquarters formed a
left flank snd antrenched at 1.22.¢,9,9, from which point we could
overlook the gap:between thexgsx Bhe 58th a&nd 5&th Battallious, Posts
were lmuediately established and the Lewis Gun opened out on the eneny
who were retirdmf from the front and left fromt, I then collected
the captured enemy muchine guns, pliced them in & suitable position,
end gave them over to teams of three to four mey, having instructed

them how they were +to be used

. -]:’l"""l,"'\
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.I had 7 machine Guns &nd 4 jewis Guus in ny gector, &1l oI whith i
were in working ordex, ngelf used & Geruen machine gun on
the enamy in two pla:aaﬂ --% ¥nflicting “heavy cagucliies from & ‘trench”
from I/23.8.6/8.1t0 I.I8.C.2.9%, which I enfilsded, =nd -t 1so at
a trench whic rppaamd £0 be 8t I.23.6.3.1. to 1,83.4.8,845
Phée - enemy retirimg from- the road rﬂaﬂﬂing -:Erum I,;?,a g 2 5*‘3 “ta
1.I2.8,3-5 ceme under our fira also, - “4% esbout I p.m, Wwe Wwerr - h
reinforced by "G" Compeny, ~ ILieut, Tait “digtributed hig men along -
the line of the three t}nmpﬁniaa 41: ‘about ‘I/30 P, “te+2,.30 p.m
the enemt ‘dribbled back 10 ‘bh& wé&a and other trenohesg to ‘the tzdncrhaa
already méntioned, where they agein «Game under our ‘nachine ‘gun fire and
must have ‘cuffered- ‘heavily aa he had to Tun across the open in many )
- places, while ‘the §9th and 50th Battelions werr advancing We
sould see them from where we were and when they eventually settled -
down “in “their pﬂﬂitiﬂn ‘the right post could easily be sesen Dy us,
There was &' gep betwéenus, but it was covered by “the 5sth Ba'htalian
who were uneble to come up, - During the -afternoon the eneny shallﬂﬁ
us rather heavily at times with H,E., Gas shells a.nd some ahr&ynal;
“the Trenu-h Jiortar team belng m&awkaﬂ out by it v = Ideut, Craigie
wounded, ' Iater, the Divisionel ‘Uachine Gun officers came .210HE m&
asked if I wanted “any ‘guns in my ‘gector, I +told them I ‘@id not dut
. gs¥ed for them Ffor ‘seven men-to ‘men the captured guns as ”ﬁa aaaa, |
with ‘& couple. of ‘my own -men - ‘sttached to them, - These men I got,.
At 10 .. e patrol visited .us fdon the 55tH "Battelion in raar--éﬂﬁ -
on Teft) qndz at I0,30 p.,m, wWe were ‘relieved by ‘@ Company of the 51?“&1'1
B&‘H‘:Eliﬂﬂ npuiGompany ceame ‘out in small parties-at intervals
between each, and connecting files, passed through the villaga u.nﬂ.
took up pasi’ﬂiﬂn ‘rﬂ.ﬂﬂ'f}eﬂ. by 5’?th B&'b‘!:eliun at ﬂ S .E. e

i ‘i,'

| | .. | an eay,, B&EE isawmwn 1 1 y -

Ma'ta:rial a&pmad hy “‘.D“ Gu.upan;r in aantar EJIl 1aft

l" -J-- -

&em&u Mﬂa G*tmﬁ e I’aighii, 4 Eﬁﬂw. ,

- Minenwerfers- - UL e

- plenty of anmlmitinn,hnmba, a'ha L i )
) = this &ﬁfaﬁaa the Bat*baIiun must have aap‘bured aasil;v .0 to 30

M&nhtna gmm and 3 'h@ Ti!'&ﬂeh mtma,

- - - -
- [ - .
Jeifteoq.eldsFine u ul wodd be: (BETE BELi
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: 'y = ﬂ'.ﬁ

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006043



in the vicinity of FERORIE,

(s

2 %
N& TIVE BY 3467 SGTé A, BOADLE

At 5,30 a,m, I received orders to be ready to move with
remaéinder of Company which were joining me on the Southern end of
YERONNE, At 6 a,m, we moved forward through FEROINE and croseed
BExmXx Canal by the narrow bridge, Prom thet point the advence
waes particularly severe; viz, Our barrage which was to fall on
LA CHAPELIE on N, E, PERONNE fell on the centre portion of the town,
The Hun opened up & barrage of H,E. &and gas, 2 separate attempts .
were maide to get through Western side of town, 0,6, *B" gay.
reported barrage too severe so we retired to Dastern portion agd
turned due TWest near Church, Gas was very bad, helmets having to
be worn, Advaneing at the double we arrived at ljorthern end of
PRHONNE at 7 &,m, and took cover on Canal bank, Wounded, EEEXseversl
being stretcher cases, were conveyed across the canal by means of
g2 small boat under heavy fire, At this opera&tion perticularly fine
work was done by Sgt., J. Bowler and Pte, A.J, Freemsan, After getting
clegsr the wounded we moved to cover of high bayk round swamp where
rolls were checked and Compgny reorganised,

About IO a.m, the Company; counsisting of I Officer amd 40 other
ranks mowed forward to Juaping off point in direction of LA CHAVELLE,
0.C., Lieut, lMorrison; gave detailed instructions to all N.c,0o's
concerning operations, capt, Forsyth uc, was 0,C, Attack - "A" Coy,
on the left, "B"™ Coy, on the right, 59th Battelion on the lef?t
flank, "C" Company in Supports and "D" Company mopping up,

Attack began ebout 10,50 a,m, - 5 Platoon right flank, 6
Platoon, left; 7 Platoon and Coy, E.Q., Supports, A8 we were leaving
cover of high banks Huns opened up heavy 1,6, fire from high banks,
company returned fire and we advanced, gquns fought with guns until
we were within 40 yards reange, our fire had been very effective
as 4 Mechine Guns were silenced, I2 Huns were killed and & wounded
were captured, Advanced to outskirts of village to high bapk over
looking low ground in % Agein came under heavy m&chine gun fire

. from front and left flank (particularly severe and high fire from right
flenk) There, 2 Sgts, were killed, Company returned fire and
gsilenced llachine guns, The enemy were thoroughly disorganised and
retreated in disorder, TIewis Gun and rifle fire was brought to bear
on the snemy, Piring was very effective, At this point of attack
80 to 90 Huns, ineluding 4 Officers, under protection of white
ghirt, surrendered, nThe wounded Germén Major was found in dug-out
but succumbed to wounds, phe Huns who retired into thick wood in
swemp took up M,G, positions on edge of bank about 400 yerds NI,E, of
our positions, gompany of 1 Officer and 30 other ranks was
reorganised into three sections and took up defensive position, AT

«this period 0,C, asked for reinforcements asnd emmunition (the above
were supplied immedisately). Qur defensive Qnﬁitinns'warelﬁn.tha
lower ground on outskirts of village, o, 1 and 2 FPosts were on
high ground covering ro&d to DOINGT, No, 3 rost was 100 yards to
right guarding right flank with 2 Lewis Guns and 1 German .G, This
post was composed of I0 "B" Company and 9 "C" (Company men, AT
this period flanks were in the air on the left of "A"™ Coy, &bout
1000 yards distant,the 59th Batt&liun, having failed to gdvance,
some considersble time later the right flank of the 60th Battalion
swung forward and established commection with "A" Coy, Left flank,
During efternmoon Capt, PEACOCK of 57th Battalion tock charge o
Battalion as C,0, , Major Ferres had been evocuated wounded, During
safternoon sctive sniping was carried out by &all ranks with consider-
gble success, 4t nightfall 2 patrols were pushed forwerd,
Herrassing artillery fire at short intervals was kept up throughout
the operation, About II p,m, relief was carried out by 57th
Battalion, Above was rather inconcenienced owing to the enewy

with Gas shells,
barreglng A1l Compenies moved back to thei oxriginal position on

western side of Cansl, A1l ranks were very tired butin high
spirits, our 0,0,, Lieut, Morrison, by his splendid dash,
leadership end msxmEfx cheerfulness was one of the main factors
contributing to the successful operation, All ranks, especially

%awia unners, displayed grest skill and initiatiyve in pushing forward
he attack,

X

(8GD) A, BOADLE SGT,
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NARRATIVES OF OFERATIONS CARRIED QUT BY "B™ Coy., 58th ﬁTgLIGHE“xgh
gn the vicinity of FERONNE, . .

NARRATIVE BY Lieut, W, MORRISON

Coy., Commander) d I9T

&

" 4bout 3,30 a,m, on 2/9/I8 I received orders to have Company.
ready to move at & moments notice, 1This order was followed by runners
with orders to;move to bridge we had left the night previous and await
ingstructions from C¢,0, who would see all Company Commenders there,

We errived at position stated and received iunstructions to move forward
to position, "A" and "B" Compeny had been on the day previous,and
in the following oxrder, "A® Coy, then "B" followed by "D" and %C™,
During our ma'ch through PERONNE we came under very heavy barrage of
both our own heavy H,E, and the enemy was using a hdt of gas shell,
About half way through the centre uf-th;éaggiﬂghe barrtge fell on the
m&in streét that we were to advance alo it practically
impass&ble without having a great number of casualties, AR GOy,
mé&naged to get through before the main barrage fell,and in the move

Major FERRES NMC, and Capt, FORSYTH MC, were wounded, Pinding the
route practically impassabile I ordered the Company to turm &bout and
méke & detour behind the main pert of the barrage, I led the Coy,
around and took up a position along Canal bank on the North side of
the town, We suffered 2I casualties getting through, I immediately
reorganised Company &and checked the men finding that I only h&d 40
left, including Company Headquarters,

jajor Ferres them ordered "A" and "B" Companies to attack with
"DM Company in support, We moved forwerd in artillery formation till
we came under heavy 1,6, fire from N,.E, end of the town, nA" Coy,

Iieut, SLAUGHTER MC, in charge was tp attack on left, "B" Coy, on
right, 59th Battalion were xm supposed to attack on left and connect
up with "A" Company, After having a conference of all N,.C.0's of
"A"and "B",we decided that "B" Company would dribble across bridge &and
form a line along bank on right side of townand wait till "A" Coy, h&d
formed up on left, I sent out a patrol to find out if right weas

passable, then moved across, coming under very heawy Ii.G, fire,

Wwe suffered no casualties in crossing bridge, In reaching bank
I could see & large body of ememy about I50 yards in front and 5
machine guns on bank, I ordered Lewis Gummers to engage the machine
gunners which .they succeeded in putting out of action, I then ordered
Compeny to attack in the following order - Ho, 5 and 6 Flatoon on
first wave, 7 Platoon on Company H,Q, on Becond wave (Sgt, Williemson
to taeke charge of second wave) and follow @bout 50 yards in rear and
mop up Hug-outs, T took charge of the leading Z Platoons &nd found the
Mechine guns aloung bank in front had been put out of action by Lewis Gun
fire and all their esrews wounded or killed, It was repoxrted tTo me
by No, 6 Platoon that & large body of enemy were holding up left flank
so I ordered Jo, 5 Platoon to push forwaerd and engage the enemy on
left from the rear which was successiul, A Sgt, in "A"™ Coy,., was called
upon to surrender by the ememy, He charged the eneflly with 3 men &nd
killed 5 and captured 1 l&echine gun, the left flank then pushed forwaxrd,
The enemy were retiring gquickly but owing to Lewis Gun fire &nd rifle
fire, about 80 of the enemy ran into a ravine and we afterwards |
ﬂﬂpmﬂﬁ them, T L0 B S LD B R J We then halted the [}ﬂmpaniﬂﬁ
and formed a defensive line along banks of moat on outskirts of town,
Pinding both glanks in the air about IO000 to I500 yards, "A" Coy,.
could not get touch with 59th Battalioniowing 1o that Unit not moving
forward, After having a conference,we firmed defensive flanks and
sent word baek to C,0., 58th Battelion,who got into touch with 59th
and found that they had not moved forward, By this time "p" Company had
come up end dug in on left flaxnk, tThus protecting left flank, I then
reorganised the Company, fiwivtiet finding that the Company had had
10 easualties in the advence, - I then sent a message back to try and
find out if there were any Units om _.my right flank, The C,0.,
jiejor Perres informed that FLAMICOURT was held by the enemy an% to throw
out & strong defensive flauk, This hed alraady;baan done., C.0. wa;

- evacuated wounded and Capt, PEACOCK of g§7+th Beattalion was in chaigﬂtﬂ
pattalion, . About & p,m, he visited The front line with I.0., & 2%
MoOonN "ve" ,who had previously vigsited the Companies and rapﬁrtg e

| “ to the ¢,0. We were relieved
positions and strengths of Companies TO 0. _

gbout II p,m, that night,

(sgd) W, MORRISON Iieut,

= |

'-._',__,l
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J NARRATIVE BY Iieut, TI 4, SLAUGHTER uC,

L At approximately 5 a,m, on morning of the 2Znd Compeny left

trenches in (.,2.c¢.2-4 &nd proceeded %0 R AP, Here Capt, FORSYTH MC.
called in for Major Ferres uC, and I took the Company on to the ioat -
1.,87.8,9«6 our &ssembly position of previous day, I had got about
half way to destination when our barrage came down, About 5 minutes
later the Hun replied with a heavy barrage right through the town,
By this time "A" Company which was leading Compuny was under cover 1in M.
moat, the other three Companies being caught in barrage and congequently
suffered casualties, mhe reason the Companies were camght in barrage
was due to the fact that g hourm instead of being 6 a.,m, as understood
was 5,90 a,m,

shortly after "A" Compeny reached assembly position uajor

Ferres and Capt, Forsyth who were both im rear of CompEny, were both
wounded by shell fire, From this position,with uajor Ferres,I went
forward rTecounsisance and dispositions for attack were made, The
enemy held the positions very strongly with Machilne guns commagding

2ll approaches, .
| A bridge at 1.,22.c was the first objective, After crossing

this "B" Compeny went to right of road aud "A" company to left, In
advence of Company I went forwgrd 2 patrols .of Lewls Guuners, The
scouts with these petrols located ememy i.G, positions and the excellent
fire of the Lewis Gunners the Hun soon found thet he was up aBainst 1%,
phe broken buildings snd the ramparts sfforded axcellent cover and
enshbled the pistoon Gommsnders to get close to the enemy without being
obsexrvead, ¥rom -some vantage point Lewis Gun and Rifle Iire
was brought to bear on enely idachine gun, phis action invarisably
demoralised the ememy and eunabled the post to be rushed, By employing
these methods IO machine guns and 1 Prench jjortar which consisted oi
enemy defence in @y sector were captured, -Ihe enely killed and wounded
on my sector, I estimate at about IOOC. |
After advancing about 400 yards I decided to halt and consolidate
position taken,
4 defensive flank on the left had to be formed owing to the

feet that the sattelion on ly left was unable to get forxarad, I
establiished Lewis Gun posts on the rampats whicg ran slong my right
flank, these rampasrts alsonafforded good cover and were aun excellent
natural defence, on ly direct front rumning approximately jorth
and south for about 100 yards I established 2 strong points, Here,
I linked up with "B" Company who gonsolidated on gy right, 1 sent
word back to my Battalion Commander giving dispositions and stating
#hat hed been done, I then received an order from him not to move
forward until the pattalion on left came up, fhe rest of the day
wae spent in consolidating pesitous gained,

it dusk I sent forward from right of my position ZEf & strong
patrol which also served as & listening pist, rthat evening at ebout
i0 p.m, L was relieved by 57th Battalion, I then returned with

compsny to the position Lecated by the 57th Battalion,

(sgd) 2 SLAUGHTER 5L O%E,
- omgw ooy, . 5gth Battalion, AlLN,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1006043



7 HARRATIVE BY ILieut, ®, 4, O'MALIEY uC. a/adjt,, on gom

© 57 b _BATTALION in the vicinity of PERONNE on znd septe

o APPEN

1‘} -
At 2,40 a,m, on 2/9/1i8 & message ceme from Brigade stating’
znd Aust, Division was carrying on the attack at 5,30 a,m, and would
forma defensive flank on the North of PERONLE, A Tew minutes later the
¢,0, (Major H,D,G, FERRES WMC.) was called to Brigade sghd was instructed
to have the Battalion ready to move at once, The C,0, returned at
4 a,m, with otders to assistin the teaking of EEROLuE the Bast end of which
was in enemy hands, This 8 1o be done in co-operation with '54th
Battalion whose C,0, was to issue a&any further orders to C,0, 58th Battn,
| Breakfast arrived at 4 e ,m, and the men were able tc have the
meal before starting off, I brought H.&., along in rear of Companies,
When we reached the town of PERONNE it was being heavily shelled, on
. getting into the town a block occurred in frount, as there was only
& narrow foot bridge for everybody to pass over and casualtiew were
numerous, AS the bloeck did not clear I withdrew the details out of
vhe shelling and formed & rear headquarters, temporarily, in our previous
days Headquarters in & tunnel at 1,35,4;7-7, Soon after, urgent
messages came t0 me by Runner and these were sent straight on to Brigade,
fhe position was evidently & most useful one to forward HeadQUahlers, 80
as soon as the shelling sloweddown, & line was run forward, Thig put
forward Headquerters in touch with Brigade, At about 10 a,m, a
message wae received asking for ammunition, A party of H,Q, details
were at once set working between dymp at 0.,35.&8.2-8 and another paxrty
of details between rear and forwerd Headgquarters; although only
cbout 4 wen were available for each relay, they worked very hard and
soon had more S.,4.4A., and bombs forward than they could use, .
Ister ljajor PFerres came down wounded, after being relieved
by Capt, PBACUCK, 57th Battalion, At about 10 p.,m, the Battalion caume
back and returned to their old position (at ¢.8.central),

g/9/18 (8gd) B. a. O'MALLEY Lieut,
Afadjt,, 58th Battalion, AIF,
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NARRATIVES OF OPERATIONS CARRIED OUT BY 58th EATTAI.IOHH-*‘“ AL, 64 Fiy

| ‘ el i
Suptember 2Znd, - ATIACK ON EASTERN HALF OF PERONEE, %%\ ° |

| I\FJF)EE \¢ JH“HS;L_ ‘iﬁkj

QO At 2,40 a,m, & message was received from I5th ;:ii;ﬁr cafde -
that’ gnd Aust, Div, was carrying out operations at 5,30 a.m,“tﬂ:gammp?
s defensive flank to 1,I6.8 and b,, I.,17.8.285-65, 1.II.d,4~4, and
thence along road to D.26.&,3-0,
A few minutes later & telephoune call directed the C,0,, -
Major H,D.,G, FERRES uC., to report at once to Brigade H.Q., and to
have the Battalion ready to move at once, uMajor Ferres went to
Brigade Headquerters and returned about 4 a,m,, having received orders
to report with the Battalion to 0.C., 54th Battalion in rERONNE, and
asgist him in teking the town, the E, of which was Béill in eneiy
possession, He stated he had been told that there would be an
artillery berrage in comnection with the attack - Zero hour, 6 &.,m,, ,
and that for any further orders he must look to the C.0., 54th Battalion
who was in FPERONNE, Company Commanders were summoned at once and were
directed to move their Companies up into PERONNE in order, "aA", "B",
I'I'D'I'l' anﬁ I'I'cl‘l" |
Breakfast arrived opportunely at 4 a,m, and after the meal
the men were in good spirits, "A® Company were first through the town,
but the 0.C., "A" Company came back to the entrance to the town at the
road bridge to guide the C,0, and Headquarters forward,
A8 the Battalion was advancing through the village in small
sections in file at 50 paces distance, our barrage opened at 5,3, a,m,,
or half an hour before the time previously notified to lajor FERKRIES,
7he enemy, within 5 minutes, replied with an intense bombardment of
the town which had the effect of inflictihg many cesualties on the
Rattalion, The ¢,0, and Capt, R, B. FURSYIH uC,, 0.C., "4A" Coy.,
who, with me, were at the head of the Battalion ( less "A" Coy. already
' under cover), were wounded at the first burst but were able to carry on
and get under cover in the old moat at 1,27.b.2-5. Here the rest
of the Battalion came by degrees but all "B", "C" and "D" Companies had
casualties to report - “yu" Company having lost their 0,C,, =- Lieut,
¢, A, DEANE, wounded dangerously, After & while the shrapnel of
our oan barrage from the West made it necessary to move to another prart
of the moat; but when the barrage ceased, ‘the fact that this part
could be enfiladed by the enemy induced us to return to the firdt
position,
on the barrage ceasing the C,0, and i went forward with half
of "A" Company, under Lieut, T, A, SLAUGHTER MC,, along the Northern
edge of the town up towaerds the enemy 1in the rast, Phere was still
some shelling but the M,G, fire was very acourate indeed, almost every
street being enfiladed and every cormer most unhealtihy, Major FERRES
could walk with difficulty owing to his wounded leg, but insisted on
going Torward, He disposed Iieut, slaughter on the North edge of
PERONNE, and, at this time, 7,30 a,m,, received & messagef from -
c,0,, 54th Battalion, I should say he had before moving from
Battalion Headquarters despatched the 1,0,, pieut, R, V, MOON ™vC™
to get touch with 54th Battalioli, The message received was as follows -
n54th Battalion AILF . . ‘
to ¢,0,, 58th Battalion AIF,
Have had no instructions with regard to
58th Battalion, ¢.0., H56th Battalion
is running the show, consider you should
be held in reserve with one Company
agsisting our people in mopping up amyNE&
edge of PHERONNE, uorders have already
been issued to my senior Coy, Commander,
capt, DOWNING, meking him responsible
for this job, but i would be glad of the
gseeistance of one of your Companies to
gid in this operation, your i,0, knows
where Capt, Dowing is situated and if your
Company Commander reports 40 him he will
get fall details of what powing is doing,
rhe 56th pattalion H,Q, is at 1I,z1.,¢,2+-8
you should get into communication &t once

with them,
(sgd) K. A, SMITH, ' Lieute Adht,
6 a,m, 2/9/18. for Iieut«fol,
Coelos Oétn Battalion a.l.lt,
- - e  —— e -

i i —— - L
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“gr receipt of this message Major KFERRES .set off to .
56¢h Battalion, - U g
it was now, however, 7,30 a,m,; the barrage was-over some . -
time, o men of 54th Battalion were then in evidence on this
portion of the town, 1t was unmertain when communication would be
made with 56th Battalion and every moment the enemy had more time to
recover from the effect from our artillery which had proba&bly =i
not been without effect on his u.G, defences, in these circumstances
iajor FERRES decided +to take the initiative without waiting for orders,
Sebding a patrol under iieut, MOREY into the village and posting
Lieut, SLAUGHTER, he made his way back to the mmoat where the pBattalion
was, established Headquarters there and sent on remainder of mwa', ugw
and “p" Companies to mopup the town, keeping "C¥ Company in reserve,
he mopping up Companies had orders to consolidate & position on the E,
slde of the town if they could get there until theiw flunks were
secure,

Brigade was notified of this position of Headquarters and the
action taken by tkm message sent back to rear Battalion Headquarters
(shere the Assistant Adjutent, Lieut, O'MALLEY MC,, had established
himself at 1,33.d4,7=7) by runner, and thence by phone to Brigade,
Casualties up to this time estimated at 5 Officers and 46 other ranks,

The attack was then launched at 8 a,mn, DU Ccompany was
under the Command of Lieut, G, LALNG and was in support to "A" Coy,.
(on left) and "BY™ Coy, on right,

‘Phe first message to come back was one at 9 .50 a,m, from
Lieut, G, i@ing reporting good progress up to 9,19 &.,m,, but heavy .G,
opposition, :

At 10 a,m, arrived messages from "A" and "B" Companies atating
they were meeting and overcoming 1i,G, opposition - YA" Company,
however, reporting its left flank getting in the air,,while sawkdthe
same of its right, The 56th Battalion on the left and 54th on the

- right being then unable to get forward,

At the same time 4 (Officers and gl other ranks prisoners were
sent down by YA" Company and despatched at once to Brigade under guard,
More ammunition for Machine guns was &sked for also, lessages for
S.A.A, were sent to the rear at once and lieut, O'Walley ucC,
organised a relay service of ammunition carriers forward from where
our echelon was dumped, some 1500 yards beyond the canal &t 0,3.8,3-8.
The ammunition was carried by Battalion Headquarters prioneers and all
runners on return to Forward Battalion Headquarters or up towards the

line, By 12 noon our line ran &pproximately from I.22.d.0-8 to
1.22,4,6-1,, with a bulge Eastward about the centre, The Battalion
had consolidated &long this line with & deifmsive flank to both right
and left, In reposnce to messages that heavy casu&lties had been
suffered and that the line was very thin "C" Coy, had been sent up
under Lieut, 7, E., TALIT and had disposed its platoouns &long thr whole
front,

Major, WERRES reported the position to Brigade by phone and
was told that 2 K.G, sections would be sent up to him, jieéntime,
he sent me round to see C,0,, 54th RBattalion to ask him to move
forward one of his Companies from the town on our right so as to
cover the gap on our right flank, Lieut-Col, N, MARSHALL DS0, MC.,
Co0.s 54th Battalion proceeded up to the line, but on his arrival found
that Lieut, G, LAING by collecting and placing in position 7 enemy
Machine guns captured that morning had so strengthened the flank that
his assistance was not needed, ideut<Col, MARSHALL returned to our
Battalion Headgquarters and so informed us, Lieut, LAING deserves
gregt praise gor his action at this juncture, for he not only
collected and sited the guns but moved about under heavy fire
ifstructing the menzin the use of the captured weapons,
4AS there was ample German ..,G, ammunition thie greatly eased the

strain on our ammunition supply.
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(3§ APPENDIX )

AT\ About this time the enemy were seen coming back intG“EE:;H. %
¢ WO and FLAMICOURY, and it looked &s if a counter attack was -;%
preéparing. At 1 p.m,, Capt, B, FPEACUOCK, 57th Battalion, arrived ¥
at the oat and instructed by Brigade took over the command from
mMajor, FERRES who then made his way painfully to the R,A.P. established
in & tunnel near the bridge” over the canal at 1,353.4,7=7, With him .
went Ccapty kK, B. FOISYIH MC., Who up to this time had refused to leave,
capt, PHBACOCK at once went up to survey the line accompanied by the
1.0, Lieut, R,V, MooOn, on his return he expressed himself as
satisfied with the position as strengthened by iieut, Iaing and the
commanders of "A" and "B" Companies, About 3 p,m, 2 M.G, sections
arrived at Battalion H,q., having suffered heavy casua&lties coming
through the town,losing much ammunition, Phey had s further
cagualties almost at once in the Moat, Ptheir 0.,C, went forward to
choose position but on returning said he had decided that only 4
guns were necessary in view of the captured i,G's sited by Lieut; ILaing
t0 whom he was lending 1 man per gun to asist in working it,

1t was reported that Lieut, H, V., MOREY had been killed in
action, but no definite news of his death could be obtained at the _
time, Later in the day the Battalion on the left were enabled, owing
to the capture® by our forces of the high ground of and pEastbof LONT
80, QUENTIN to move up and avert any danger to our left flamnk, The
threatened attack from CHAIR WoOD and from the right did not
meterialise and evening was quiet, <1he Battalion was relived at
night by 57th Battalion, but owing to the nature of the line it was a
long relief and the pBattalion was not all out until I a,m, BY 2.30 a.,m,
the Battalion wes back in trenches on yWest side of Canal with H,g, at
GiBiH’lB"S-

puring the taking of the village some 25 = 30 enemy machine
guns (at the lowest) were teken, and 3 Trench iortars or jinenwerfers
together with 4 Officers and 100 other ranks prisoners, ji&ny more
than this number were killed, owing to the necessity for pressing on
and the need of every man all the time no count or labelling of
captured guns ete,, was possible, |

i would emphasise what appeared to me the sound leadership
as contracted with mere personal gallantry, exercised wuring the day
by Liets, W, MUKRISOUN, G. LallG and T, A, SLAUGHTER MNC, These
officers, not usually in command of Companies found the Command devolve
on them at the outset owing to casualties, and in the case of [Liefs,
WORRISON and SLAUGHTER, they were the only vfficers with the Compauny,
They showed fine judgement in selecting positions to consolidate, kept
touch with each other and Battalion H,q, throughout, Th&at the line
they, chose to consolidatewks met with the approval of Capt, rEACOCK
when he took over commend, speeks for itsaaf?

ILieut, LAING'S work in connection with strengthening the
line with captured iachine Guns has been referred to, This Qfficer |
showed the greatest coolness throughout, |

(sgd) . 5. SPROULE, capt, & 4djt.
58th Battalion, ke Es W

"ﬁ AT

oo s
(/ . y
_ -;_H i s \
"~.." T -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1006043



el - TEE L= T ——— T T T T = -
o ~
<

 APPENDIX 711

| | |
ﬂdﬁ.%gaﬂh BY - Tieut, ¥, V, MOON "VO" &/I, 0. " ON THE OFERATION OF

%
]
rtember
1918y 4

cLo0 At sbout 4,30 a.m, on the gad inst, the Battalion raeaiﬁ!ﬂ';xﬁara-'
t0 move throughpkkONNE and gein toueh with 54th Battalion oan H, W,
of the town, where they were to be under orders of. Tieut-Col, HARBHALL
D30, ,XE8 1C,, and it was understood that we were to advance EAST - |
through the outskirts of FERONWE. and swing SOQUTH,. occupying the high
ground in 1,55 and 0,5, and outflanking FLAMICOURT, - ) BOUOOVEIS LTS
I was sent on to get in toueh with Tieut=Col, MARSHALL &t his &

Hesdquarters and to find out-.-what part we were to play in the operations,
ZERO was to be at 6 a,m, and as-it was 5 a,m, before the Battalion was
on the move they were passing through PERONNE &t 5,30 a,m, when the
enemg’s retaliatory barrage descended on the town in answer to our own
which started at sbout that time, I, reached Lieut=Col, MARSHALL'S
leadquarters at 5,55 a. m; ' after running practically the whole way,
The enemy was pounding the town-:and roads to the yest and jorthsyest
with H. B, and gas shells of all cslibres, - a B \S

Oon my arrivel at 54th Battalion Headquarters I found that they had
no orders at all concerning us and were guite ignorant of 15th Brigade
moving over to the I4th Brigade Sector,

Lieut=Col, narshall gave me the following written message to hand

to iiajor FERRES

'tgélﬁamﬁI%ﬁETﬁLIOﬂ~.alﬂﬁ-in the viainiif of PHRONNE on the gnd se

L 4

"po C,0., both Battalion,-
pave had no instructions with rsgsrd to

5th Battalion, C.0., 56th Battalion is running the show, consider
you should be held in reserve with 1 Company &sisting in mopping
up N, B, edge of PERONINE, grdees have already been issued to Wy senior
company Commander, Cept, DOWNING, meking him responsible for this job,
but I would be glad of the assistance of 1 of your Companies to &id in ;
this operation, Your 1,0, kunows where Capt, Downing is situated and if |
your Company Commsnder reports to him he will get full details of what *
bowning is doing, ithe 56th Battalion H,Q, ar=x at 1,31.c.2=8,
vyou shpuld get into communication at once with him"

(sgd) R.A, SMITH Lieut, & 4djt,
for Lieut<Col,
6 a,m, 2/9/18, Commanding 54th Battalion

i reached Major FERRES at about 7 a,m, and found that he had
pushed two platbons of A" Company into the village and that they were
engaged with the enemy, and he then sent "B".and "D" Companies Iorward,
"H¥ being in Support, [ must mention that during the Battalion's move
through FERONNE to where gejor FERRES esteblished his Headquarters and
reorganised the Rattalion before pushing mm out his patrols (I,27/b,I=5)
had suffered severe casualties from the shell fire and that uajor,
Perres was wounded himself in the leg by & piece of shell, wgY Coy.,
was kept in reseeve at Battalion Headquarters,

Zt "4" snd "B" Companies fough their way through the town
capturing 4 officers and sbout 100 other ranks and spproximately 25 to
50 machine Guns, besides killing many of the ememy, and established
themselves in & semi-circular position ofi the reamparts =X round the
N.,E, end of the town from 1,22.,6,0-5 to 1,28.,b,0-9,

As they had smstained casualties and their left flauk was in
the air Lieut, LAING brought"D" Company up and reinforced swinging
back the 1left flank a bit and mamning it with 7 captured ii,Guns thus
making that flenk fairly secure against attack from the direction and
trenches in I, 17 and Is. At about mMidday whilst I was up getting the
map references of our position and finding out the situation the enemy
put dogn a heavy barrage of M.G., and shell fire on our positions causing
many casualties including the whole IL,T.M.B, crew,.&h the same time
we had word he was massing in CHERE WOOD to counter attadk,

I went back for reinforcements, which were urgently reguired,
after delivering uMajor Ferres' message not to move forward without
further instructions and after seeing the post commenced to dig in,

E.T.0.
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phortly after reaching Battalion H,g,

and Capt, FBACOCK of the 57th Battalion took

e jor Ferres was evacustid:
commend, and I took him up

to show him the new line which had been push

ed forward to within sbout

| 400 ysrds of the railway line by meens of advanced posts, and the whole

situation was, considerably; impr

4 against counter_ attack, . .- t DLW o
, . had moved up in the meantime to & position
running roughly from I $22:8.8%9 %o I.22.8.8-3 which wnﬁiﬂe&bﬁiﬁr 50t

[ s

The 59th Battalion

strengthened our left

| THe 57th Battalion relievdd us that evening’
.We retired to trenches in vieinity of 0.8.8."

. This ended the operations of the 58th Battalion on the znd*dust,

. i

oved and we considered it pretty safe
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