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Nothing to report.

- ——-

Summary of Ivents and Information

D-A-P-Ei, AeleFe, wires .- Commences " Lieut.

imnediately movement order availsble" emnds. Instructions wired from
this office for Lieut Hadley to meet Lieut Gerrans on srrival,

Received notice at 4.p.m. that POULAINVILLE and SALEUX Corps Troops
Ration Dumps move tonight to MMIENS CITADELLE and RIVERY riﬁpautirgly
opening there tomorrow. Notice received too late to move Army Post
Offices S.W.I. and 5,46 ( Poulainville and Saleux Dumps respectively)
to open at new locations tomorrow. Proceeded by car to both offices
and instructed them to open at new locations on morning 5th instant.
Tomorrow the units concerned to draw from the Army Postoffice at

their old locations.

POULAINVILLE and SALEUX Ration Dumps moved to MUIENS CITADELLE and
RIVERY opening at their new locations today. Army Postoffices
SeWel, and S.46 move to the dumps tomorrow.

Transfer of Artillery units from S.W.I. and Corps units other than
Artillery from S.46 - one to the other - rendered necessary by this
movement. The transfer to be made by direet lorry despatch
between S.46 and B.W.I. pending direct arrival on Supply Trains,

Vigited and inspected the following mmkkmoffices R.W.3 (3rd Australian
Divisional Railhesd A.P.0O.) POULAINVILLE, D.W.3 and 10.W ( 3rd Austn

Divisional Headquerters and 10th Australian Infantry Brigade respectly), =

at BUSSY - Les = DAOURS, D.W.2 and 6.W (2nd Australisn Divisional
Headquarters F.P.0. and 6thAustralian Infamtry Brigade F.P.0.) at
GLISSY and T.W.2 &nd R.W.2. ( 2nd Australian Divisional Train F.P.O.
and 2nd Australian Divisional Railhead A.P.0.) at CAMON.

Interviewed D.,A.A.G., 3rd Australian Division and requested that
suspense clause re personal signatures ( A.I.F., Order No. 1088) for
parcels which 3rd Australian Division requested to be put into operat-

on.8rri ip Somme Area be cancelled as from 15th instant (approx)
PR ORBTEEFBE G $o® PP
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Instraetions vegarding War Dwries and Intelligonce | i

Summaries are contained in I. 8, Regs., Part 1L, s  INTELLIGENCGCE SUMMARY.

and the Stalf Manual respeciively., Title pages ; ) 1.5 )

will be prepared in manuscript, | | (Erase heading not reqiired,)

Yol i 3 4 i & 1 | Remarks and
Place Date Hour | Summary of Iiveuts and Information i references to
| Appendices

e A 3 5%h N.C.0., i/c Field Postoffice 6.W. (6th Australian Infantry Brigade) |
Bertangles 5.8.18 253 . v b |
. absent suprintending the writing up of cards systems fnuminal%lrulla)

for Postal Orderlies of 22nd and 24th Australian Infantry Battalions.

| Iieut Hadley wires from HAVRE commences "Lieut Gerrans not yet

| arrived - returning LEtaples tomorrow if not then here" ends. |

| Army Postoffices S.W.l. and 3.46 opened at ARMIENS CITADELLE and |

Bertangles 6.8.18 6th Great activity in movement of troops : location work heavy and |

-———rjgi-ﬁ———?-—- difficult: definite information as to movements almost impossible

AeDePeS., Fourth Army wires - commences " Calling this afternoon " ends

| 1 On errival discussion of plans for distribution of mail during
| | pro jected advance.

Bartggﬁlué 7_&_13 76h Preliminary arrangement for transfer of unit Postal Orderlies vide ; : |
A.I.F., Order No. 1324 of 2.8.18 commenced today. C.0s concurrence yA

| | : | asked for transfer of satisfactory orderlies or to nominate Privates
| | to replace unsatisfactory and orderlies with rank superior to that of |
Corporal. ( See appendixes attached)

Lieut Gerrans from D.A.P.S' A.I.F., office arrived today at HAVRE.

; | 1st Australian Division complete arrived from North today cross-post

| | and expresses arrived here for delivery - all in order.

!

8th Held conference Warrant Officers and Divisional Supervisors at
—  Army Postoffice R.W.5 (8rd Australian Divisional Railhead A.P.0.)

POULAINVILLE. (See appendix "A"Y).

| Instructed Divisional Supervisors arrange attachment of Field Post
| Offices to respective Brigade A.S5.C. Companys in order to keep in touch
| with units during advance commenced today.

i

| : D. I_!'ﬂ: L. London, B.C.
I , \Boog) Wt Wizpr/Maos: sso,000 5/1> Beh. 53 Vorms/Czri8f14
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Instruetiens regarding War Diares and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in I, 8, Regs., Part II. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
nnd the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
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9th
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Visited R.W.4 (4th Australian Divisional Railhead A.P.0.) AILLY -sur-
3om.. ReWe2 and ReWed ( 2nd and 5th Australian Divisional Railheads
A.,P.0's) at CAMON (Railheads LA MOTTE LA BREBIERE) 6.W and D.W.2

(6th Australian Infentry Brigade and 2nd Australisn Divisional Head-

ol

Army Form C, 2118,

Remarks and
relerances to

__Appendices

Quarters F,P.0's) at GLISSY, D.W.5 (5th Australian Divisional Headquarters

F.P.0.) at BLANGEY CHATEAU and Army Postoffice 5.46 RIVERY - all 0.K.
Field Postoffices of lst 4th and 5th Australian Divisions travelling
with Supply Sections of A.S.C. Companys. Field Postoffices of 2nd

and 3rd Australian Divisions remaining in rear as also Postel Orderlies

with regimental transports. Mails being disposed of despite rapid
advance. \Wired Australian Base Postoffice, London , hang up parcel
mails pending further advice. Notice received 10 p.m. 2ll Railheads
moving ineluding Corps Packs. Rearrangement od cross-post services

at once necessary sent instructions by Despateh Rider (Corps Warrant
Officer) to offices concerned with amended cross-post arrangements
to take effect following morning (1l0thinst) . R.W.$ (3rd Australian
Divisional Railhead)to CORBIE. R.W.I. (lst Australian Divisional
Railhead A.F.0.) LA MOTTE to CORBIE. R.W.2, R.W.4 and R.W.5 (2nd,4th
and 5th Australian Divisional Railhead A.P.0's) to CORBIE.

Pack Trains lst and 3rd Australian Divisions reversed and mails like-
wise necessitating &rd Australian Division drawing mails from CORBIE
and lst Australisn Division mails from LA MOTTE LA BREBIERE -
Australisn Corps making connection with expresses and cross-post
from Fourth Army with Divisions at AILLY-sur-SOMME.

17th Division comes under this Corps administration as from tomorrow
Cross-post and expresses arranged for delivery tomorrow.

¥

tWirri/M2uz1 7somoo 5/t7 Beh, 52 Forms/Cz21:8/14
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Instrictiens regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are confained in F, B, Regs,, Part 1.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript,
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Bertangles 10.8.16 i0%h
B
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EI ertangles | 1l.8.18 1lth
| . | 5
|
Bertangles 12.8.18 12t
-ﬁ—r———i |
| | | 1560
Gligy 15.8.18
;
|
|
_l | | D. D & L., London, E.C.

- W o e fded ©oda L o ——— = — e e ——— e ——

Summary of Events and Inforthation

— =TT T - = = = LRI T = - _————rrr——r—r —— - _

Warrant Officer Spriggins detached irom D.A.D.P.S., A.I.F., L of €
for duty in the Tield in connectiion with transrer of Postal Orderlies
vide A.I.F., Order No. 1524 2.8.18.,, and posted to 1lst Australiaan
Division, The D.D.P.S. (S) and A.D.P.S., Fourth Army called today
in conneciion with distrivution of mails during present advance:
expressed satisiaciion with preseni &arrangemenis. Fourth Army wires
7e0s Pem. commences" lat and oth Australian Divisional Packs to
Corbie tomorrow inelusive" ends.

Movemenis oi tropps at snort notice have veen continuous since the
beginning or (he mounith seldom remaining at one feeding dump for more
than a day or so. The position Postally is exiremely difiiculi and
arduous. By locating on feeding arrangements the mails have been
cleared satisfactorily vut the short notice Railhead moves has proved
more Lrouplesome vhan usual.

Notice received Corps pack dividing an 15th instant inclusive. "A" pack

and (Army Postofiice S.46) to Corbie "B" pack and (Army Postofiice
SeWeI.) remaining Amiens. Cross-post . services revised to include

tranafur'uurk at E,W.I. Vice Se40.

"A" Echelon Australian Corps and Field Postoffice H.W.l. (F.P.0. Austn
Corps Headquarters) removed irom Bertangles to Glisy today. Field

- Postoifice opened and mail ready for delivery até ll.a.m.: notice

received 7.80 pem. 4th and Oth Australian Divisional Rallheads open
at Villers-Brettoneux tomorrow morning instructions issued accordingly.

.

(ABoog) Wt Wippi/M2031 750,000 5/17 Soh. 58 Fors/Cari8fig
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Instruetiens regarding War Dhuries and Intelligence

l Summaries are contained in J. 8. Regs., Part 1L INTELLIG]ENGE SUMMARY.
| and the Staff Manual respeectively. Title pages o S ! by ‘ |
,j - will be preparved in manuscript. (Erase heading not required.)
— i B . W) il — - |

s | — ul e = | Hemarks and

' Place | Date ‘ Hour | Summary of Events and Information references to |
ace | | ; | ) - | e T
e e e ‘f #‘ —~ § " = s ; I 5 = Satea . |
l4th Visited in compeny with Lieut Gerrans Field Postoffice T.W.1l

| Glisy 14 - 8 - 18 (1st Australian Divisional Train P.P.0.) near Warfusee : accom- |
| . modation - bell tent well dug in. Mails being delivered
with rations and services satisfactorily maintained despite limited
} accommodation: bombing bad. Field Postoffice narrowly escaped
| | destruction from tanks badly steered. Postal Orderly 1lst Australian
| | | Field Artillery Brigade accommodsated in & shell-hole covered by =,
! | | : water-proof sheet; had some mail destroyed by tank running over Y WA
| | his regimental postoffice in the darkness. He had a miraculous /Y7
| escape from death, the tank passing over the shell-hole but i/ /"
fortunately he was lying in a position between the treads. ' Field @ -
| | | Postoffice 1.W (lst Australian Infantry Brigade F.P.0.) Warfusee-
| | | . Marcelcave Road - midway between the two villages: accommodation
| | in an o0ld German dug-out inadequate but safe., Mails being
| distributed with rations and Postal Orderlies reported to be
| | disposing of same despite many difficulties of transport. One |
| Postal Orderly is reported to have procured a boat rowed the mail |
| up the Somme Canal for five or six kilos only to find that his
| regiment had departed. Field Pustoffice 4.0 near Marcelcave
| | Accommodation poor - trench shelter - but staff doing well and
| happy. Records, mails and work generally satisfactory. Army Post
| ' Offices R.VWs 1,3 and 4 ( 1lst,3drd and 4th Australian Divisional
| Reilhead A.P.0's) Corbie - accommodated in houses in a more-or-less
damaged condition due to shell-fire and bombs - &ll well. P
/1 7

ol X

Glisy 515 - 0 = %E 15th DNothing to report.

L ' - |
| 1 ) D. D & L.. London, E.C. : |
! _ - (ASsog) Wt Wisri/M2031 ss0,000 5/17 Sch, 832 Forms/Czri8/ig
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Insiruetions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

Summaries are contained in I. 8. Regs., Part Il | INTELLIGJENGE SUNMMARY.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages | s : 1 .
will lie prepared in manuscripl. ———— (Brase heading mol vequired.)
bt e ‘ 1 — - = Ee—— — Ilemarks and
Place Date | Hour | Summary of Events and Information references to
| | Appendices

————i— — e ns o R — P Eom——— - - o n — - - = —- |

GLis lb 8,18 16th Accompanied by Lieut Gerrans visited Corbie and inspected the following F |
ZUIBY = eceot Army and Field Postoffices:- Army Postoffices R.W.s 1,2 and & ( lat V/aVa |
| ond and 4th Australisn Divisional Railheads) Army Postoffice S.46 and / Y ‘
~ Field Postoffice D.W.4 (4th Australian Divisional He:dquarters) all in~ g

good order : records up-to-date and mail being disposed of despite
many difficulties and frequent moves of units.

! = e e S = .

Glisy 17.8.18 F7/th Visited in company with Lieut Gerrans the following offices.- Army |
e Pogstoffices R.W's & and 4 (3rd and 4th Australian Divisional Railheads) | |
| | Villers-Brettoneux work well in hand and mails being disposed of |
regularly Field Postoffices of the Divisions statioged on ration dumps ) _
and mails being distributed with rations. Field Postoffices 14.W, 4.V 201
and 12.W and ?,W.4 (1l4th,4th and 12th Australian Infantry Brigades J ¥

F.P.0.8 and F,P.0., 4th Australian Divisional Train) all stationed on 4| .~V

dumps outside Villers-Brettoneux (Sheet 62D.P.25 central) and quartered

| in the ruins of an Aerodrome Camp now completely wrecked. Accommodation
| awful but work being performed in an excellent manner under most heart-

i breaking uanditiuns;f' Wiired Fourth Army visiting there tomorrow at 1l.8.m

Glis 18.8.18 16th  Unsble visit Pourth Army this morning: collided with a Canadien in
I menete Boves and damaged motor-cycle, injured Canadians knee and foot, cut my %0
| | ' own hand, but went on to Dury expedting té find Army Haadquﬂriara there. -
| | | on srrival found move cancelled and Army still at Flexicourt. Came /' N

| | back via Jmiens and visited S.W.1l to find new lorry services working

! | satisfactorily. Got motor-cycle straightened out & bit and returned

| to Gli SYe ,

| |

20 N
!1 I (ABoog) wi 'i]vf;i;{}i-fﬁ?.’:d”;';ﬁ& s/t7 Soh. 52 Loris/Cars/ig | _J
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are confained in I'. 8. Regs., Part 1.

WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118,

or

| INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Brase heading not requived.)

Summary of Events and Information

and the Staff Manual respeciively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript. | Date.. s
e = - - .
Place ‘ Date Hour
Gli 1YeBel 1960
20tn
2180
:
3 B, D, &1, Lendon, E.C.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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—— .
Iwumrl:.:a Al

references to
Appendices

Visited Lieut Hadley at Etaples and arranged Lor him To proceed o Jﬁk,

Corps Headquarters on B2nd to act as D.A.D.P.S. during wy (Captain
Fletcher) temporary asbsence on inspectional duties in the forward
arease '

Captain Fletcher returned to Corps Headquarters this morninge

Visited in company with Lieul Gerraus Army Postofiices ReWel and ReWed
(lst and ord Ausivralisa Divisional dailhead A.P.0.) &and Field Post
Offices Telle2 (2nd Australian Divisionsal Prain FeP.0.) and 2¢W (2nd
Australian Infantry Brigades F+P.0.) at Corbie. All in order,

Postal Orderly Oth Ausitralian Field Artillery Brigade unow located atb
FePeOe TeWele Corbie and work well in hande Instructed him Go procure

daily states of men marching in and out to revise his card Sysiel,

After completion to forward this informstion %o 0.C., Ausiralian

Base Postoiffice London. | luspected 9,W and 1ll.W (9th and 11lth Australian

Infaniry Brigades r.P.0's) at sailly-le-sec : accommodation awiul:
shell-battered houses providing no protection from tLhe weather -
work at both satisiactory under most trying coadivions.  Parcel 1lists
and records at all Field Postoiiices satisfaciorye. lnsiructiea

Divisional Supervisors R.Wes 1 and S (0 insisv on observance by_pastali

orderlies of the iustructions dealing with endorsements on returuned or
wndeliverable mail matter. Interviewed A.A. & Q.M.G., Jrd Australian
Division and arraungec ior all Field Postoiiices oi that Ulvision

to be atiached to vheir relative A.S.C., Companies despiite taelr
former opposition Go Uhis proposals Colonel Jackson AcA.& QeM, G. ,

now admits the advaniage o be  derived Ifrom this alteration.

h.sq:-n.;} Wt. Wizri/Marar 750,000 5/17 Bch, 83 Forms/Car181y

—
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[ustructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
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(ABong) Wt Wizzi/Ma st gso,e00 317 8ch. 52 Forms/Carrffiy

D. D, & L., London, E.C.

&aad

cord

&xbhl

ZJoth

cobn

— - A 1
Lieut Hadley DeAeDePeSe, AeIl.Ff,, Lines Comuunication arrived today £ -

from Etaples. - . _

Lieut.s Haedley and Gerrans proceed to Corbie today where they will
be located 1or some days. They nave been islructed Lo inspect Luae

postal services Lrom gailhead up to the point of delivery witlhin tha  o,

unit, invesiigating the circulalion and delivery of mail up o iis
wltimate deliverye. Particulsal avueantion Vo be paid to tne work and
rolls of unit posval orderlics.

Visibed aud inspecicd ReWel, KeWele, ReWed (1lst,2nd and ord Austln.
Divisional Railhead A.,P.0.s ) and Army Postoffice S.46 at Corbie
All satisfactorye. Latter cffice very busy but mall being clearead
off the "dump" daily without delay. W.0. Spriggins instructed
1o take up duty wb drd Ausgralisn Division vice White(cn ieave ),

Nothing (o report,. '

Visited ReW.l cnd cunierred with Lieut.s Huadley and Gerrans wao
report that postal matters are very satisfactory all round despite
present eXcéptiocnal mobility and conditions. Instructed twhem to
proceed to Aniens tomorrow and investigate the work oI 4th
Alplralisan division.

e

P 1.'

GQ
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or
Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

Summaries are contained in If. S. Regs., Part 11. | am | INTELLIG—ENCE SUMMARY. ,;1

and the Staff Manual reap&c@ively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript.

(Erase heading mot required.)

Hemurks and
Summary of Events and Information veferences to

Appendices

Place Date

27%h Inspected personally the work of the following postal orderlies :- |
GLisy 2ie |Ge 10 """_'49t£150th, 51st,14th and 16th Austrelian Infantry Battalions, Arrange-
merts made for respective unit Orderly Roomws Go supply puatal_crdarllaa
with daily warching-in and ocut states. Work ol postal orderlies
(majority) favourable.

_ - T i = 4 , 3 il
Corps for reliefi duty of Captain Fleicher, to Lines oi Uommunicaulc
n;.fnapaatiunal dutiés.  Visited Selel fﬁmiaga Gltadalla{ RKeWed (4Th
Australian Divisional Railhead A.P.0.) an@ ;6.& ( 196h Australian
[nfaatry Brigade LeP.0.) 8t Rivery -_all UeKe

1ad DebebeLeSes Ael.F., Lines Communicavionm, to Ausiralian {f} )
Glisy 20eUell ‘Bﬂth.Liaut Hadley . - L2 _k

Re ¥ ‘ gliafn Divisionsl RKallhead A.P.0.9 and Hed2 (dznd %ritia 'y r 44

Glisy 29eUsls &9 L j;_ii:;it&g:i ﬁﬁﬁ:ﬁa A P.0.,) moved up from Villers Brevioneux and Corbie Si" ﬁ Yl ‘

6 La Elaqué. uwing to rapid advance oL LIo0Ops Railhagqa_ara baiyg;pua ed\ A 4 |
forward with all possible speed. Arraugements are oeing made o KHEE

'§' Offices in touch with COorps LTOOpPS Wio &are spread over a very wide

Sl Blke

J ‘ P.8., Fourth Army reierence moving up ox armg PQH%Glllﬂﬁ.

GLisy OUedsdd Egzg_gnﬁﬁiv%igfzﬁ:ngiiaﬁallaj e o N pressure st Army Post

| G%f;ua De &0 Atﬂ;P.s,i Fourth Army agresed Lo tﬂ? move ﬂf b.g.lhaguqalan dﬁf}f E,

agreed to locate and serve all univs remaining in old area ?{ﬂfgﬂI”F ftﬁ{iﬁ

Postoffice 526 (Fouith Army Depo? iileld Fosioiilice ). Hat%flb&tlﬂnwur- 7 W
received re move of Ausiralian LUOoIps Haadqug§tara, tu:marluuur&na S
somme, LOMOTTOW. Eroposals Lor Iﬂ-urﬁaﬂiﬂﬂﬁlUE.Of lui?% iuﬁa .
cross-post services submitted to A.D.P.S., Fourth Army 1o PPLU .

* : d
D. D. & L., London, B-C. . \Q
(ABoog) Wt Wizzi/Mz31 730,000 5f17 Sch. 52 Forms/Cz118/14
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CRALIAN WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118. ;
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence e -
5 Qummaries are contained in IY, S. Regs., Part 1L TELLIGENCE SUMMARY. -
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages . * e
will be prepared in manuseript. Ay (Erase heading mot vequired.)
ot Remarks and
Place Date Hour Summary of Evenis and Information references to .
_____ i . ol . Appendices
Mericburt 3. 8. 18 - olst Australian Corps Headquarters and Field Postoliice H.Welese (Australipn i
o Ue . Corps Headquarters rield Postoifice) moved up from Glisy to
lericourt,
Divisional Supefvisors repori difficulties in getting mail out to
units in line, owing to rapid advance Lorward. H.Wel (1lst Australiap
Divisicnal wallhead Army Postoifice) mowed from vorbie to La Flaquep,
{\J
|
|
ft
t
v ~
{ ABoog) E'E’]l'. EM;E;-?E}MEP;{]U?%&& 5/17 Bch. 82 Forms/Carabfig Q
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APPENDIX 12
Do kD5
Australian Imperial Force.
'.”.":j'd |

EREWITH

MONTHDY REPORT FOR JULY SUBMITTED

Phe whole o australisn Divisions have again been in line and
the opportunity to overhaul the Postal Services in "rest" has not yet
presented itself.

However, this has not presented any necessary reforms or
re-organisation being pushed on with, lhouga maturally, the proccas
is & slower one than il otlnerwise would oe.

POSTAL ORDERLIES

Steps were taken e&rly ia the month to secure all possivle informe
ation refersunce tue qualification and regimental particuiars oi vie
posual orderiies whom we propose Lo Gtraumsier Lo the Fosuval Corps.

In the great majority oi cases the orderiies are staled Lo be very
gsatisiactory aund no sweepiug changes in tais direcliion appear wo be
necessarye. Orders and iasvruciicns were prepared Llor posival orderliies
Divisional Supervisgors and N.C.0's iastructea personally as Lo vhelr
duties in reaspect Lo tiue observatioa ol szme.

Owing Lo lihe peundiung atlack much re-arraun.ing of areas and move-

. ment of Lroops occurred av wvhe laitier end oi tne month and mauny ol
tie uuits and sowme bivisiocus "gltaged" tnrougn tnis area necessivaiing
a greal deal off locaticn work and some re-arrangement of our cross
post systems and services. In fact from a re-organization point of
view the change over of postal orderlies could not have been launched
at & more difficult or unpromising period.

FIELD WORKING - FIELD POSTOFFICES. |

e work at the e ostoffices has proceeded smoothly and no
great difficulty has been experienced in disposing of, or despatching
mails, all the ordinary services having been maintained as usual,
The personnel with a few exceptions are all very competent men put
I am afraid with the advent ¢f low category reinforcements this high
standard will not, and cannot, be maintained. In this respect an
interesting and enlightening artiele in the daily press dealing
with the question of personnel employed in German Field Postoffices
is attached (Appendix "A")., Considering the man power problem of
Germany this is significant.

RECORDS.

The Base Postoffice still reports numbers of parcel lists as miss~
ing. A great deal of this can be attributed to the offensive of
March and April, whrn some of the units lost all their records and
gthers claim to have done likewise. lMost of these cases occurred with
units ocutside the Corps organization. In the remaining cases the
return of the lists is disputed and it is difficult to see how some
of the lists posted as "missing" could possibly be lost in the field
To aveld any dispute in future I have issued an instruction to all
A.P.0O's and F.,P.0's tTo reccrd full partéiculars <f the parcel lists
ineluding number, vffice of origin and date of despateh. This record
is posted in duplicate to the Divisional Supervisor together with
the relative records and checked pricr to déspatch to the Base
Postoffice. A coupy accompanies the records to London. I am hopeful
that this will end a great deal of the present uncertainty. It is
again noticed that the units who give most trouble are those on the
L of C or those units served through British Field Postoffices.
There appears to be gome difficulty in compelling these units to cbserve
A.I.F., Order No. 1088, but no doubt, this will disappear in time.
The wepublishing of A.P.S. Order NO. 35 has also removed one of our
difficulties in obtaining aequivtances Ior parcels returned thrcough
British Field Postoffices.
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PERSONNEL - STRENGTH OF

My establishment has heen understrength by approximately
20 other renks during the month and it has been extremely difficult
to re-arr nge the staffs in order to carry on the services without
a break down. Leave has been granted, but not so freely as would
otherwise have been possible if the establishment were up to strength.

ACCOMMODATION AND TRANSPORT.

Accommodation has been largely "make-shift" and of the bivouac
description. lost of the Field Postoffices have been attached to their
A.5.C, Companies and are usually located at the supply dump.

While much more convenient for the distribution of mails the available
accommodation is very limited. However, the transport problem out-
weighs this objection and it has been found a more satisfactory
arrangement in practice than to attach the Brigade Field Postoffice

to their respective Brigade Headquarters. The question of permanently
attaching the Field Postoffices to the relative A.S.C. Compsny
waaigug up to the D.A.G., A.I.F., and & decision on this matter is now
awalted,

CARD SYSTHMS

We have been gradually pushing on with the installstion of
Card systems at various units and the results reported to date are
very satisfactory. The irregulatiry in size and the poor quality
of the cards supplied is very noticesable. Very little care appears
to have been exercised in the cutting and some danger exists of postal
orderlies "missing cards™ which, in some cases, vary as much &s half
an ineh in breadth. |

< PARCELS DELIVERY OF

A total of 77544 parcels were received for delivery and no
losses by theft or otherwise were reported in the field. One parcel
was destroyed by the staff of F.P.0. I0.W owing to the damaged
condition of its contents (syrup). Out of the above total received
64036 weee actuaslly delivered in the field at the fiorst address the
remainder either being returned to A.B.P.0., or re-directed in France.

CONFERENCE.

A conference of Divisional Supervisors was held on the 8th inst
and the various monthly reports for June read and explained.
minutes of the conference attached ( see appendix "B").

CORPS INSPECTING WARZANT OFFICER.

C.S.M, Waugh has performed some good work during his tours of
inspection and investigation. It will be noted thet all the Iiifantry
units are receiving daily marching-in and out states and & second
cheeck of rolls is made by reference to the A.F.B. 213. When the
trangfer of unit orderlies is completed this information will be
available for the use of the Base Postoffice.

LINES OF COMMUNICATION.

Reports of Lieut Hudley and Warrant Officers Spriggins and
Whitelaw indicate that the position on the L of C is generally
gatisfactory. Some complaint is being made . - of the mis-sorting by

the Base Postoffice and units in the field. The latter is mainly
caased by the incorrect circulation of mail for men at "Schoolg"
all being circulated to Australian Corps Schools. A close inspection
of this at Railheads should now obviate the trouble so far as this
side is concerned. A total of over 30 units were visited and
- inspected during the monbh and the parcel system is now beginning
to be generally well understood. It is hoped before long that our
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s in this respect will entirely disapvear. The Australian
ﬁ:gggi: Gun Base Dﬁﬁﬁt is now located as an independent unit
and the position there is reported to be more satiaiautury than
here-to-fore. At Havre to organisation appears 1o be sound and
the work is performed with the utmost economy of personnel. The
sttachment of an N.C.0. at No. 39 General Hospital. is rapidly !
justifying itself and the daily information of Australian personne.
merching in and out of the hospital should be of considerable

agsistance to the Base Postoffice. This information is posted
by our N.C.0. direet to 0.C., A.B.P.O., daily.

summine up the Services as a whole I think the work for the
manhh.maygﬁﬁpragardad as satigfactory and very few complaints have
been received. Attached (appendix"C" ) is a precis of all the
cases of lost, missing or violated mail matter reported during
the month. .

Headquarters, .
Australian Corps. Capgain.,
23rd August,l918. D.,A.D.P.S.
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GERMAN MAN-POWER CRISIS.

Reuter's special correspondent with the French Army, in a des-
patch received yesterday, says:

The following order of Ludendorff, which was captured on the
front of one of our attacking armies, shows clearly to what a degree
0oi penury as regards man power with the German Army had been reduced
before their last offensive. The Order, which is dated from
General Headquarters, July 9th, says: |

"Phe state of our resources in men, and the intermal and economic
condition of the country, compel us to give up,all men fit for
service to the fighting units, and to observe the greatest parsimony
in the employment of men in the auxiliary service (gerrison and
labour duty).

" A1l other considerations, whether military or personal, must
give way to this pressing necessity. 0

" It is clear from reports submitted to the High Command that
non-commissioned officers and men of the field service are still
employed in posts which can, and absolutely must, be filled by non-
commissioned officers and men of the auxiliary service, sucn &as
cooks, orderlies, clerks, etc.

" Pg examine these matters, and to put a stop to absuses, a
commission is appointed for wach army. Jo one will be excluded
from the purview of these commissions except men in the divisional
field recruit depot at the front, and the volunteer personnel oIf
the Medical Service, and the personnel of the field postal service.
Officers, non-commissioned officers and men and military employees
are included in the survey of the comnissions'.

The Order also points out speceially that what the High Command
needs above all is reserves of infantry. For the armies of Field-
Marshall von Mackensen and General Scholtz in Russia and Rumania.
General Ludendorff decrees that, instead of taking away the
German personnel of the auxiliary service, the widest appeal snould
be made to the people of the occupied countries to fill the gaps
in the German ranks.
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DIVISIONAL SURBRVISORS CONFERENCL

HBEID AT ARMY POSTOFFPICE Railed s L 8/8/18
R L T

Captain letcher DeAeDe?eSe dustn Corps,
a0 Fope Divl Supr, S5th Aus Div,
CsS.M, Waugh Corps Insp. We0s

" Ugsher Divl Supr. lst Aus Dlv,

J Rayward Divl Supr. 2nd Aus D1V,

B Yhite Divl Supr. 3rd JAus Div.

i Bradshaw Divl Supr. 4th Aug Div,

Monthly reports from the various sub-sections of the Australian
Army Postal Corpe in U.X,, and France were reoad and discussed,

Captain Kletcher - |

8 O.0», Lustralian Base Postoffice reports that a
considerable nunber of vapers are still belng returned from
the field to the Base P.0. Orders are in existence that
these should be retained in the fleld and distributed under The
authority and supervision of the respective C.0's of units
unlegs definitely'addressed.”

Divisional Supervisors-
35 Tar 88 we know this instruction is being complied with”

Captaln Fletcher

" T ghould be gled if you all would please glve thisg
matter your personal attention "

Captain Fletcher - |
sference my report and 32md and 30th Australisn Infantxy

Battalions, Are these wnits now working setisfactorily and 1s
the neeegssary information being received by the postal orderlies,"”

WeOo Poga S

NOMINAL. ROLIS ETC.

Captein FPletcher -
'“j"'“ﬁ'I presume the nominal roll books which were nrovided

to each Divisional Supervisor have now been distributed to those
units not coming under the card system'.

Divisional Supervisors -~ 'Yes™
Marrant OFTicer .ope - . " Yes with the exception that those

' X =0P Y
Tnits which have & superioxr quality of book have been allowed

to retain them,

Cantein Fletcher - A, regards the units taken over by the Corps
Card systems should be put into force as soon as conditions
permit. They should be compiled in alphabetical and numerical

. order no Comx .ny divisions being permitted. If netassary

¢ ngffective” end non-effective divisions may be kept, Arrangements
shauld be made for postal orderlies to obtain daily information
of personnel marching in to or out from their respective unitie,
1fter the revision of carde this information should be noated
direct to the 0.Ce, AeBsP.0, with the unit designation clearl}”
marked mn the sheets, |

TRANSIER OF POSTAL ORDERLIES \

Tantein Fletcher . on completion of the transfer of postal;

orderiies an Inspecting Sergeant will be allotted To each Divl
Fupervizod
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Supervigor for the special purpose of su; the work of unit 7T .
postal orderlies. It should be understood that SEETAT 4

Supervisor will then be held responsible for the whole of the
Postal Administration of their respective Divisions,

ROCCADS -~ FARCELS

Marront Orricer rope - The Base Postoffice is omitting the date

of despatecn from many of their parcel lists rendering the compil-
ation of records in the correct form & matter of some difficulty.
Divisional Supervisors - This is also noticeable in our Divisions.

MAIL f0R POSTAL PERSONNEL

TeBels A1Te = Cannot mail for the Postal personnel be circulated
In the eXoress bags instead of as at nresent, in some cases, via
Supnly Train routae.

Cantaln Fletchsr » You refer to Railhead malls?.

blﬂnl‘fii :'Eirﬁﬂ b YEH-

Captain rletener - I will go into this matter. Personally I do not
860 any diicioulty in the way. 5

CuSa4, Rayward - Mall for lMachine Gun Battalions 1s very badly
doalt witn at the Base. Much confusion exigts in circulation .
Company No.s8 as for Machine Gun Battalion Noe.s vVvice -~ versa,
Yarrant Officer Pope - This is very noticeable in my Division,
C.5.i0s Rayward - oference endorgement of Machine Gun msail:
The Betoalion endorsement "Not with" should be quite sufficient
to cover all four companies, yet mail has been returned from the
Base querying the endorsements as incorrect.

Captain Tletcher- The Battalion endorsement should be quite
aui?ic{anﬁ fast as it is with Iafantry Battalions.

LOCKS :

Staff 3zt Bradshaw -~ The locks used on Postal trucks are not oif
The best quality and do not present great difficulty to anyone
with a Xnowledge of mechanism, -

Captoin Fletcier - No:I have spoken to the A.D.P.%., Fourth irmy
also Golonels Price and Kelly on the matters Owing to the
changing locations and the necesaity of transferring bags ITrom
one truck to another at Romescamp and other ®ogulating points
the locks of nccossity must be of standard pattern and these can-
not therefore be as safe as would otherwise be pnossible,

Captoin Tichenor - Is the circulation of mail vie Havre to the
Tielda Lor sauaulcal units satisfactory 7.

Divigionay Suncr7iSorsg -~ Yes.

. - R T e I i

NeC.Q-
Conba n »ovicas? « I am anxious for each Divisgional Supervisor

0 No.C “1s8+ §-0.0. Conferences regularly and prior to submitting
the m:nih.v weport. However, I recognise that under the present
eireumssances this is hardly possible, but as soon as conditions

perinty Shey should be resumoed,

Ir'. -1.| -HI-,.-! - 1‘F-:' ‘-4—.‘ :
~..--’ ,.i,ll‘ﬂ ‘Jﬂ..' LA AT {: ' ‘.':i

Copain Plechar -~ On coupletion of the transfer of postal orderlies
TSy I5 wat.d ba a good 1dea to utilize the services of the -
wais crderiien wt Brigade Field Postoffices whenever possible in
order “o gl Tnim an irsighb into the postal precedure 2s a whole.
it 4he sais Bims She T.2.0. staff could with advantage assist the
ord-rlies eacl geln.ng & kncwledge of the others duties by mutusl

T asglatance It may at any time be necessary to immediat-
o1y replane o poanval crderly who has become a casualty by a man
Jvow bne F.2,0. nersonnel and it is necessary that he should o
Tamnliar witlh the worlk should this occasion arise. -
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«De
ROGTHOWLND RATY
Gﬁnﬁrinfﬁgﬁ$¢hcr - T would like to draow otteontion to the
oA oL ToraRTad dels £ regigtered mail onc i
instracsions regarding the 1 veryo o
they ace goenerolly cbserved, Special atitention shonl e
siven ho Vhis JuEUEY.

Divigtonal Hune?isors - No trouble has occurred so far.

o e e e . e u R  — S e

s | ;
%ﬁ%%ﬁxﬂ 'y sher =  The question of loave and the yasltipnﬁux e
SESSRESIT T I TS un wheir rolation to Divisions has faﬂﬁﬂt+ﬂ e
T am adrissd what thy Reilhead A.2.0 ig uroper to 1Ls r?ﬂp?nuiva
Division =i Lhat the pérsonaol are attached to Biviaionm} Hea pes
guartscs fovr leave. PAY. disclipline and 6T2. Por u?nvanlgﬁéa 88156
rations e Asawn from Railhead but in ail ﬂt@ey rauguctg the
Aailanead 1.2.0.9 i3 an intagyal part of the Divigion, I fany
fature Troubie 2rises no doubt 1t will be raforred to me Zor

- = - v » gy
ad justment wisth thz Divisional Headgquarters concornsd.

RATURN O PaRCLLO

LN —— — b— - ——

S3TAlA Tiacihe. -~ One or two complaints have been racelved from

e sl e i s s —— =

EOEEST 5rlerilics that they could not return parcels to ?ha P20
witnout bto. origiaal 1ists whica may te awvay atl a GiM???y*g
agwaiting SiZINstuclod, Thig is 100CXToCT. Tho &uplifm : rgéurn
on hand ab P.2.0's could eagily. marked ?lth particulars ox E

of barcals and subsequeunt despateh and vhere is no ocgcasion GO
rofuss parcols if not accompanisd by the original lists,

Luatralian Corps. e
. 20eBe B DelaDeeis
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o897 Parcel not received entered on list 57004 24.6.18 A.B.P.0O.
to 43rd Australian Inf, Battalion (papers A.B.P.0. 1l.7.18,
Entry amended.

1207 Parcel Lieut lMcKenzie entered on list 52631 9,7.18
A,B.P.0. to 2nd Austn., Machine Gun Coy not received parcel
for Walker &nd Austn Machine Gun Battalion received not
entered. Entry Amended.

Loss by Postal Orderliaﬁ
695895 Registered itamfﬁiiﬁ!nuﬁ 8th Machine Gun Coy lost by

Postal Orderly  (papers to A.B.P.0. 21.7.18).

Item which contained photos not recovered and investigation
at unit showed postal work there being carried on
satisfactory. :

7107 Parcel Henitz 3rd Australian Machine Gun Battalion lost
by Postal Orderly (papers A.B.P.0. 26.7.18). Parcel
subsequently found and received by addressee.

1203 Regiaté&ad Mayberry 27th Battalion signed for by Q.M.S.
Hepworth and subsequently lost (papers D.A.P.S., A.I.F.
151?-18]1

7070 Violations

Bag of mail in truck 8900 for "G" Battery R.H.A. found
on arrival at Railhead to be cut at bottom but contents
O0.K. (papers A,P.M. Australian Corps 18.7.18)

3 Packet containing 144 Fountain pens for Watson 4th Aus
D.H.Q. violated in transit 6 pens missing (papers A.B.P.O.
1.8.18.). Missing contents not recovered - addressee
informed as to result of enquiry and informed no co¢mpensat-
ion payable in respect of parcels.

7258 Parcel Baynes 39th Australian Infantry Battalion
destroyed by Field Postoffice contents damaged (syrup)
addressee advised.

7371 Bag of mail Sior R.W.4 observed at Gare Maritime in torn
condition also another bag from Home Depot insecurely
tied. Contents 0.K. papers D.A.P.S. B.E.F. 26.7.18.
papers D.A.P.S. A.I.P., (7552) 8.8,18.

1888 Registered for Kennard (killed in sction) returned to
Sydney and contents £1 Bank Note found to be missing
papers D.A.P.S. A.I.P. 2.8.18.

s wem e
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Y7 MONTHLY REPORT BY D.A.

Capiain rFletcher,
Senior Postal Oificer in Fraiuce.

--—-—-ﬁ----_--II_-—--—--_--—--—--—-——.-—-—---”

lic Australiisr Divisions have veen located iun The
resSt area auring vne wonude

Warrant Oificer Spriggins has been kepi busy on
inspectional and investigation work in 18t Australian Division
and units in Iorward area.

Although there is a lot Lo be done in viae
gchooling oi unit postal orderliies a noticeable improvement 18
veing sSnowil.

Phe consolidated despatches ior Base Posts had
to be slightly re-arranged during the month owing to a change of
units.

I am holding over the consolidated despatch
for Rouen, pending the asmalgamation of Australian Bakeries and

- Depot Units of Supply in that area.

HAVRE.- It will be seen from Warrant O0fficer Whitelaw report and
figure statements, that without doubt, reinforcement mail for
technical units should pass through S.W.Z2e.

I inspected Havre area during the month and found every-
thing very satisfactory. I also went into the matter of serving
A.A.8.C, No.l1l8 Camp through S.W.2. instead of as at present
through S.12. I found that such & procedure would be inadvisable
owing to several reasons.- mainly that addressees of parcels and
registers would not be able to report in person at S.W.2. owing
to certain Camp Orders which prohibited men #rom passing Ifrom
one camp to another without a pass signed by their respective
0- CI

Corporal Jones 39 General Hospital P.0. informed me
that he is now able to dispose of 80% of the total mail received
at this hospital for Australian Troops.

Phe Regimental Postoffice at each of the three Australian
General Hospitals are rumning smoothly. The W.A.A.C, personnel
for Rouen have not yet arrived.

The Australian Gemeral Machine Base Depot (Camierw) was
located as a geparate unit during the month and an Australian
Postal Orderly appointed.

During my inspection I noticed a big percentage of errors
and mis-sorts by the Australian Base Postoffice. Most of these
missorts were meil matter addresses to units of British and
New Zealand Divisions, having correspondéng unit numbers to our
owWn.

Two very severe enemy air-rsids were again experienced
at Etaples and my office was again hit for the second time.

Report by Warrant Officer Spriggins attached hereto.

Appendix "A" Shows units inspected during the month.

Signed C.C. Hadley Lieut.
Dl.&iDiPiSi' A-IIIF-
L of Ce
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REPORT BY INSPECTING WARRANT OFF ICER L oi C JULY,1918.

Units as shown on attached list were inspected by me during
the month of July.

The work for the month has been below the usual standags,
and I regret to say that most of the irregularities found by me
were committed by the Australian Postal Service, both in England
and in Prance. Unit postal orderlies generally are giving very

little cause for complaint.
The number of missorts received by lst Australian Division

from the Australian Base Postoffice during my vigit was simply
appalling. I visited only a few units and found forty cases in two
days. The object of my visit was to examine the work of defaulting
postal orderlies viz: 1st,10th and 1lst Pioneer Battalions but I
found that the number of irregularities made by all of them was very
small in comparison with the number received. I could no therefore,

recommend any serious action for the present.
The parcel system now appears o be better understood and carried

out by all units, but it is not yet perfect, and it has Dbeen only

with great difficulty that A.I.F., Order 1088 has been enforced.

Also sinee A.P.S., Order 35 was repeated, none of the former

misunderstandings with British Field Postoffices has been encountered.
| Congsolidated despatches to A.A.S.C., units at the Base Ports have

proved well worth while especially at A.P.0., S.73 where thirteen

units are grouped.
The separate location of Australian Machine Gun Base Depot on

5,18 has considerably increases efficiency.

sd/ A.D. Spriggins, W.O.
19.8.18. Inspecting Warrant Officer.
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APPENDIX "A™
UNITS IWSPECTEL DURING THE MONTH

5th Austrelian Field Butechery.
250h Australisn Depot Umit Supply.
=nd Australian Genersl Hospital
Augtralisn Pay 0ffice Boulogne..
end Australisn Field Bakery,
ord ao
wnd fustralien Fileld Putchery.
Erg guiiraéiaanialﬁ Butchery,
¥~y |1 113‘15 15 21, 85 24 Auatrﬂliﬂn .D ™
Augtrellan ?eteriﬁﬂri.ﬂnapital. L Tali oy
9th Australian Dopot Unit Supply. :
4 snd ® Avstralian Broad Guapge Reilway Operating Coyse
10 end 14 Austrelian Depet Units Sunplys ;
Augtirelian Machine Gun Depot.
fustralien Corps 3chool 8f Instruction.
Australian Corps Signal School,
Augtralian Coxrps Lewis Gun School.
Austrellisn Corps Artillery sSchool.

i
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fhe DeAeDePeSe,

Australian Corps.

buring the month of July the following units
have been visited and the work of the postal orderlies
inspected: -

17,19 ,82,25,34,352,33, 84,35

01,98,399,49,50 and 50 Infantry Battalions,
9th Field Ambulance.

obh M.Ge. Batvalion,

1lst Tunnelling Coy.

4th Field Co Engineers.

ord Pioneer Battalion.

Australian Corps bepot.

Cwing to the villages not being used Ior
billetting postal orderlies are camped in the woods and fields
and difficulty is experienced in locating them.

4ll infantry units inspected are receiving daily
marching in and out staves(part 2 orders) and & second check
on rolls is made by the weekly return A.F.B.21J. This keeps
the rolls as up-to-date as possible but orderlies are anle to
point out isolated cases, which cannot be prevented, of the
wrong return of mail where the addressee ( & reinforcement
Just arrived) has actually been on strength.

The card system is found to be working very
Satisfaciory at the units selecied for trial and so far bthe
verdict is in favour of the cards in preference to nominal
roll books. .

In all cases orderlies were iound Gto be in possession
of A.B. 420. Lxamination of these books show that about one
hali oi the orderlies are able to get the addressees’
signature as & clearance for registered mmil. rhe remainder
oL tne books show the signature of the C.Q.l.S. as a clearance-
the item being re-entered in company A.B.426 and addressees
signature obtained therein.

seeing that 50% of the orderlies are able to secure
personal acquittances I think it should be made compulsory
Ilor all regis ed deliveries to be cleared by signature
of The address@e in Postal Orderlies A.R.&826. fhis would
reduce the liability to violation and render " circulation Lrac-
ing Iorward" easier.

surplus cash (o the value oi Hes. PO000 has been
collected from A,P.0. 5446 and paid into Cashier.

Australian Corps. od K.lM. WAUGH Ces DM,
2e8e18 A/Corps Inspecting W.O.

e e e L, = e = - — - _—
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DeAeDuPo S, E%

A.I.F. L of 0. ?2
1255% Herewith is report for month ending 31.7.18
& Le Lhe statlistics for the month show that men are not

pasasing through the Australian Genoral Base Devot as quickly
as during the previous two months. This is mest noticeable
with Artillsry Reinforcements - some unallotted Artillerymen
have now been in the Depot two months,

This has made it possivle to deliver a far grester
percencage oi the muili then hitherto. 715 of Artillery
parcels and 645 of all parcels recelved from London for .
Australian Genersl Bose Derot were deliversd. 76% of the letter :
mail for the A.G.B.l. was delivered - an increase of 20% over |
last months figures. 4is long as the men continue o pPass
tarough the Depot ab the pfecent rate the gyetem of re-~directing
mail Vo Augtralian Base Depot holds good.

e Arrangements have been made to deliver mail for the Camp
Ad jutants Folice, situated in British Camp Wo,18 Hwice dsily,
instead of eirculating mail to S.12. Psrcels and registered
items are delivered ovef the counter to the individual
addresses.

De fhe work of the Australian Postal Crdexrly at Foe. &P

Geuneoral Hpspital has been inspected fortnightly. oinge

the daily rells of Austrslians marching in and out of Lie hospibal
nave been forwarded to the Australisn Base rfostoffice the

amount of mdil delivered has congiderably increased and thab

to be redirected has decreased.

4e  The postal work of the three depots is now working
smoothly and no trouble is experienced with the veburn
of undeliverable mail owlng 4o the fsct that no unit postal

orderlies are now employed. Apart from the staff of tais
o0fTice there are no men employed in the depots in dealiang with
mall matier. fhe delivery of mail to the various companies,

the returning of undeliversble correspondence gnd the
rodircction of psame is all done by the stafl of this ofiice.

O Attached are tne statistiesl returns for tha mon i,

S4/ R.Vhitelaw,
Warrant Officer i/e,
Australian Postval dervices,

Ay Zo8tofflce S.VWeSe Australian Base Lenotse
Ge Ge L6 |
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oh SPATISTICAL  RETURN NDIA
23\ e e e e e ———
nu‘i.».ﬂi. "'01511 GEFIEE Se We 2a JUIII

le Number oi casuals marching into Australian Inf. Base Depot 2790
2. Humber of Artillery Casuals marching into A.G.E. D.............énz

B¢ Number of other unit " " " B sasssesvens v DL

B Tl T T O O A e e e e—_ e e B

Under Under ., Undex 18 Days
& Days 1E Days 18 Days & over

R e e e G S e S S G e S0 R R Sl e T S

4a, Period Artillery Casuals rcmain 48} 520 7% 13% .
in Devot
4b Period otrer unitis 89% = R’7% 6% 35

— e — e e S S S S S S S S g —

D¢ llos 0Of In:fﬂ.n'br,? Reinforcements mareching into Acl.BeDeces v e 200

6 1O, ﬂf Ar’ﬁillery o . " o AeGiBiDesssase 585
Y. N0os of ﬂth_ﬁr " " " AsGuBeDsssese«60L
Undex Under Under 18 Days

6 Days 12 bays 18 Daye & Over

e e S T RS e e B e el R WS S S T TR R T e e e S e B o RS S e

8a. Perlod Artillery seiniorcements

réenein in Depot 71% 90 875 y
6be Period other units 2% 237 1% 4%
LL20T .
l. Humber of Cgsuals marching into Austn Inf DBase Depotb
from Augtrelisn Gone. Depotb 1400 B0k
Fen
2 Number of Caesuals marching into Austn BRE Bease Depot |
from Australian Com. Depob 910  47%
de liumber of Casnals marching into Austn Base Baputa |
I'rom Australisn Con. Denot 1910 49%
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MONPHLY AEPORT FIXS® AUSTALIAN UIVISION JULY 1918

DlAl DiPi Sl.’.
Australian Corps.

_"__-—___-—_-uul--—-i_—ﬂ

During July normal mails have been reaching thls
Di?'iﬁiﬂﬂ.

It waes noticeable that Supply Train mails came GO
hand very promptly, despatches leaving Home Depot cne day
being received at Hailhead early the following morning.

All Field Postoffices except the "L" oiTice remained
with the respective A.3.C. and mails were run to it in with
the time ratiois were issuede. A11 units cleared regularly.

DepeMe despacches from all Field Postoffices were
collected in addition to morning clearance.

Phe Divisiona Postal Persponuel is still under.stirengtii
- D men ;"?E.Gﬂ?“ui-:—&zs bﬁing Gﬂlﬂlﬂ.‘ﬂ, Dl‘&tll.’ 1'-1;?'11' H-W &Ild. dells
Iwo men were evacuated ill during the month whilst three returned
to duty from Hospital. Leave to Unitea Kingdom granied to Lwo

Nele
Records at Field Postoffices are being well kept and
\ there is generally very little trouble over parcels signavure
NOWe

_ Warrant Officer Spriggins visited the Division
during the monul,

Sd J.C. USSHER, C.3.u.
Divisional Supervisor

BaWels 18t Australian Vivisiol.
1l.8+¢18s

et
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ds ot Nullhesd B466 B414

am atohes - 641 639

apntched 6815 S4abe

4 desrpetches GEETS 744 |

| Fre, TE36.80 8724.90
" ARORT7.85 4849E.2D

be
Be
“ e

. 2609.158 5660 .25
| ‘. ' Gﬂﬂﬁﬂ “m..ﬂ
| b A%4.0
= 10, Registered lettare recolived from G131 @ 6747
i sther offices o
Ir' | bage 628 662
u. uui b over pounter 725 998
14, Paresle m-:lnl for re-direciton 866 1256
in FRalus,
18. Feycels recsived for vetumn tu 1763 Jago
 AeBF U 14249 11480
i8, %®s. of pareels vevelived for | -
déi ivery
17, %o, of S S.eebles don:atohed 377 334,

Comparing this with lasst month's figures s slight falling
wxm will be noticed bat thie s peoomnted foy
“u in the line thr sughout the wmouth.

Bags rzoelived show g | whilst despatehes wmtwarg

detrepaed. In all cash -ltimi-m-u

slso the eape with repictered mail bt parcels recsived in the field
m&;wumfmmduﬁmm

Mlnl s e | ,

: __

: Collelie
Uive Supeorvisor,
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D-A.D.Pl sl L)
Ausiralian Corps.

MONLLY REPORL PoIRD AUSToALLIAN UIVISION

Phe card system for postal orderlies is now in practice
bt the 47th,38th and 59th Austn Inf Battalions and the scheme has
proved preferable to the old method.

Prouble was experienced with the postal orderly 35th
Austn., Inf, Batn who at one period had 70 parcel lists outstanding
Up to the time he proceeded on leave no attempt was made to complete
the lists. The records have now been brought up to date by the Actg.
Orderly but in the majority of cases the parcels have been signed for
by the Adjutant of the Battalion.

The Postal Orderly of the 36th Battalion No.1222 L/Cpl
Robertson is still attached to 9.W and &s this man has proved an effie-
ient orderly I think he could be transferred to an existiing vacancy
with advantage.

It has not been possible up to the present to hold a
Divigional N.C.0.8 conference, owing to the F.P.0.s being situated a
considerable distance apart, but advantage will be taken of the first
opportunity.

: Mwo members of the staff have been granted leave during
the past month. It has not been possible for any of the Railhead staff
to obtain leave as the strength has been reduced to three men and no
relief could be obtained from the Brigade offices.

Private Williams who has been A/N.C,0. 1/e¢ R.W.3 since
the transfer of S/Sgt Styring is earrying out his duties in a very
satisfactory manner and is a very reliable man.

Attached monthly return shows & considerable increase in
in the volume of mail matter received, but returns have not been above

normal.
P.Jd. White C.S5.M.
ReWed Divisgional Supr.
9.8,18. el Sy R e

M |

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT006138



APPENDIX /7 P

~ §)
|'_'l

J

oY
Dy Ay Dy Py Ss
Australisn Corps.

In submitting the monthly figures for July 1918 it will be noticed
$hat a falr increase all round has oceurred in the work of the Division,

a dally despatch and clearance has been maintained each day, The
FoPs0's. changed locations on two oceasions during the month and mails
were delivered to units without difficulty, whilst the moves were
teking place, Towards the end of the month parcel malls were very
heavy but satisfactory progress was made with the dlsposal of game,
and the obtaining of personal signstures,

Frequent enquiries have been maede from AsBePe0, for migsing
parcel llist, It is a difficult matter to understand how these lists
become lost (if they ares actually lost) as relisble men are dealing
with pareels, Your circular of the 30th July has been digtributed
to all NeCe0's. i/c of offices, and better results in regard to these ,
enquiries are hoped for in the future, ;

Enquiries were mede during the mon as to the suitability of
Postal Orderliss of Inf, Battalions, Artillery Brigades, M,G, Bn, 2
and Ploneer Bn., for incorporation in the Mist, Pogtal Corps. It
was deelded, that all men, at present doing the work, were efficient at
thelr Jjobs. All their particulars were taken and forwarded to your
Office, The Staffs of the various F,P,0's. were down with dog fever
during the month, At DW 4 all nmen were attacked with this fever at

the one period, making it nece to obtain relief from other F,P,0's.
This was done and the office keopt g£0od running order,

One or two menmobtained PARIS leave during the month and their
relief was effect

The Divigional race meeting held

success, and as many of the Postal Staff as could be spared spent a
very enjoysble afternoon,

The 4th Div, wurtammetotheforemaagdn, with

a couple of eases of gifts, and these were equally distributed amongst
the various F,P,0'g,

y % AT
e lipg=e 2
5/6/18,

e
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APPEND\X# 3/

The month has been an eventful one, the outstanding
feature being the pronounced advance on this fron and the corresponding
rapid moves of Railhead and unit Postoffices to keep in touch with The
troops. A few days ago 5th Amstralian Divisional Railhead was at
Ailly-sur-somme now it is at Corbie, & distance as the crow flies of
141 miles.

DIAIDIPiSI »
Australian Corps.

Notwathstanding the moves at short notice and the
secarcity of transport, every despatch received was delivered the same
day, and in addition where it was féund the Supply Sections of the
various A.S.C. Companies could not at such short notice move the
Brigade Field Postoffices Railhead came to their assistance and moved
them so as there would be no break in the delivery of mails.

During the month instruetions were issued to F.P.0.8 1in
the Division as to uniformity in enumerating pareiculars of registered
mail despatchied.

Leave is being worked off as rapidly as possible ,
entailing extra work on the staffs which is cheerfully met.

Passes have been obtained from the A.P.M. of this Division

and are carried by the drivers of mail lorries attached to HugS
Railhead snd a considerable saving of time is affected by being able
to proceed against arrows on lorry routes.

Billetting has been good both at Camon and Corbie, plush
chairs good furniture and & decent house, being a great contrast to
working in & Railway Truck and sleeping amongst the barley at Poulainville.
We were fortunate however as there are very few houses at Corbie which
are not partislly demolished, Our next and subsequent moves we do not
anticipate to be quite so comfortable.

A few days experience drawing m2il from La Motte is best
described by the following extract from my diary of 7th August.

Wednesday 7th Agggat,1918.

P Conditions for drawing mail at La lMotte Railhead do not lmprove
the train is alw:ys long and can only be worked from one side -
there is no defined yard. From about 10 p.m. G.S. waggons and motor lorries
commence to arrive and pile themselves up. When the train pulls in there
is what looks like a hopeless tangle for some time., but waggons are inch
by insh worked into position and filled up and got away with supplies.
The mail lorry is coaxed through the traffic as near to the truck as it
is possible to get and then loaded, the bags at times numbering over
200 having to be carr¥ied perhaps 50 of 60 yards. Work is supposed to
be carried on without lights but a number of flash lamps and eandles
are at times used temporaryly as it is impossible to get clear from the
traffic without a glimpse at the road. This morning "Jerry" dropped &
number of bombs near the Railhezd, It is to be hoped he gets no nearer
88 & bomb dropped in such & congested area would have disastrous results.”
A1l offices are now located with the supply section of their
respective A.A.S.C. the last to come into line being 15.W which on being
left stranded by their Staff Captain were picked up by our lorry and
deposited on their dump ana instructed to reuiain there.
Our present location may be termed a "lively"one. "Fritz"
varying his bombing by machine gun fire.
The Brigade 0ffices have had experiences whilst located beyond
Villers Brettoneux which are, perhspa, worth mentioning. The 8th and
15th Brigade Field Postoffices were carrying on in a much battered area
and dividing them were two dead horses, whilst it is stated that to
gsecure office furniture a dead German had to be removed from a table top.
Attached please find statietics for the month.

| F.Pope W.0.
| Divisional Supervisor,
12.8.18. 5th Australian Division.
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1. Total No.bags recd at Railhead
2. Total No. Inward despatches
3. Total No. bags despatched
4, Total No. Outward despatches
4,a Total No. Fwd Regd bags
5. Cash Transactions :
Postage otamps sold
Postal Orders issued
Postal Orders paid
Remittances.
6.Regd letters recd over counter
T«Regd letters recd from other
offices
B.Regd letters despatched
. 9.Parcels recd over counter
10.Pcls reed for redirection in
France.
1l.Pels recd for return to A.B.P.0.
12,No. of pels recd for delivery
13, B.F.,M. Cables despatched

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

'SUMMARY

HeW.1le

260
454
078
448

2079,09

1918
-AII- L - lP- L L ] L
Sellels R.W.1.
8972 0096 0400
o' ‘06 o4l
1097 D0Co 0910
9ol (176 080
- 89 628
&301,00 6004,00 7258.80

4644,50 145115,20
1821,70 10108.99

5402.10
14

1087
1099
89

480
8'f
2107
0d

139967,
6011

9806
0909
260

1302
409
6093
98

10

25958,45 22027.205
9550.15 268Y.19
27876430 4476450

106804 90
44287 .00

2199,20
008838, 70

R.W.4,

47100445
20991, 900
8021480

48184, 80

R.W. 5.

0866400
96650, 00
0094,00
94000.,00

Totals

28526
4446
2809

304667 ¢ 00
H62886,00
556096,95

2380 0069
o712 6131
o707 . 0936
186 . T2
602 886
1399 1709
14915 14849
200 a0

2790

0326
0113
892

8oz
1291

15247 .

589

9269

053
6084
1322

620
1089
11428
2017

2524

2807
0317
029

1084
1164
12909
252

096906

22251
2iugy
4997

0026
7082
17044
1496

T e T e |
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APPENDIX 7. 33

-

MONTHLY REPORT FIELD POST QFFICE H.W.I JULY 1918
et
(1) Total No. bags received from Railhesd Y60
¥2) Total No. Inward Despatches 454
(3) Total No. bags despateched 518

* .

(4) Fotal No. of Outward despatches 44.8

(5) Cash Pransactions frs Crs
Postage secamps sold 2079 Qo
Fostal Orders issued 4044 518
Postal Orders paid 1881 70
Hemittances 0402 10

(6) Registered letters received over counter il4

(7) Registered letters received from other oifices 107

(8) Registered letters despatched 10959
(9) Parcels received over Counter(clean postings) 89
(10) Parcels received ior redirection in France 480
(11) Parcels received for return to A.B.P.0. 87
(12) Total lio. parcels received for delivery 2107
(13) Total No of EB.F.M. Cables < 1
(14) Total lo. of Pelegrams (U.K.) 15
j h
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APPENDIA ‘77 3 ‘{{
. MONTHLY  REPORT FIBLD POSTOFFICE S.W.I. JULY, 1918 .~

.-I__.n':"-l "J
"2\
1., Tetal No. bags received from Railhead 8972
2. Total No. Inward despatches. 279
3. Total No. bags despatched 1097
4, Total No. outward despatches 331
5. Cash Transactions. Frs. Cms.
Postage Stamps sold 4351 0O
Postal Orders sold - 145113 20
Postal Orders paid 10108 90
Remittances 139967 10
6. Registered letters received over counter 62011
7« Registered letters recd from octher offices 9806
8. Registered letters despatched 6909
9. Number of parcels recd over counter 060

10.Parcels recd for re-=direction to units in France 1802

11, Parcels recd for return to Austn. Base P.O. 209
12, Total number parcels recd for delivery 0095
15. Total number E.F.M. Cables despatched 98
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APPENDIX 77 _

r?%
: l.
REED PORE OFRFICE 8 ¥. B
STATISTICS FOR MONTH OF JULY
1918
l. Total number of bags recelved from Railhead 2382
2. Tovai number of Inward despatches 408
o« Total nwaber of hﬁga degpatched Y14
4. Total number of Outward despatches 284
9. Cash Transactions ¥rs Cms
Postage stamps sold 16Co 35
rYostal Orders paid 1205 o
Poatal orders issued 4180 75
Hemittances 4086 ob
6. degistered letters recelved over counter 968
7. Reglstered letters received from other offices 1404
8. Heglstered letiers despatched | i 1464
8. Parcels received over counter (clean postinzs) 123

10s Parocels received ﬁor redirection to units in France U188

1l. Parcels received for return to A.B.P.0. 473
12« Total number of percels received for delivery o916
1é. Total number of E.F.M., Cables despaitched 8d

3 =

—_— — ? =—_E== TS — —_—— E
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l.Total Ho bags recd
at Railhead.
2.Total woe. Inward

' dEEP&t CheSe

de.Total NOe DEES
despatched.

4., Potal Woe Outward
despatches

4@ Total No. of Fwd

registerea Dags.

O. Cash Etgnaﬂatiuna

Postaze otamps 80.L1d.

Postal Orders issued.

Postal Orders pald
nmemittances.
6.Regd letters recd
over Counter.
7 Regd letters recd
from other oifices.
Be.Hhegd lelters des=-
P&t cned.
¢ FCGls recd over
countere.
10, Pcls recd for re-
direction in rrance.
11, Pcls recd for re-
turn 1o A.B.P.0s
12. lo.pols recd Ilor
delivery.
151 NO e J.':}. .ﬂ‘%i‘q‘l. "uab.lﬂﬂ
degpatcnea

(20

1UGelo
29'719e40
8Y 060V
210000
1LY
I&4%0
wI0Y

5

0806 OU.

4156490
VDLe &U
4100.uUl
1510
YA
o U
42
P

Lov

-hlIP-lOI .E]'.J:,-U|
lp'ﬂ' Se il
180&¢ 08U 843.3;
609620 &940,400
V0% ¢ OU 8l2eUU
1830080 3204400
912 191
940 o'lé
912 Suw
o8y 3t
100 149
499 o%'l
0952 0O4%
05 16

-

1441 ,40
4440 OU
154G, 00
4900,.,00
ST
olY
QO0
157
il
450
J00L

42

1224410
J040e Y0
1269.90

0690690

gol
1llo
QLU
1006
Lo%
i
R0Z&

Lo

Yotal

00J0

708
00006
114
&0 .
600&e OO
20905445
0000, IS
218104 30
HOBU
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ou&
1590

14910
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MONTHLY REPORT SECOND AUSTRALIAN DIVISION JULY, 1918

L 8 B 4 N __F _§ & N _§ N _J__§_TJ | e e e el R R A e e e —————————

AiPIUI IiPlG FIPIGI FlPiOi F‘P'Dl FIP'ID'I‘

RV D.W.2. OV W T8N P.W. 2. Totals,

l.Total No. bags
recd at Railhead 9456 29456
2.Total No.Inward

despatches. 641 64l
. Total Hﬁ-bﬂgﬂ :

despatched. 5315 | - 03816
4,Total No.outward

despatches. 686 686
48,.Total No.fwd

registered bags 628 628

95.,Cash Transactions

Postage Stamps sold. 297.45 522,256 1381l.70 2311.85 657.00 2068.55 7238.80
Postal Orders issued 1818.15 8308B.45 6877.25 95086.30 3132,00 12388.10 42027.20
Postal Orders paid 401.95 678480 159,60 036,20 408,95 404,15 2689.195

Remittances. 1718.,15 8469.50 7645.00 11241.,55 4250.00 11443,10 44767.35

6.Regd letters recd '

over counter 148 465 147 774 498 454 0069

7.Regd letters recd >

from other offices J020 288 039 801 476 607 ol1l31 v

S.Registered letters j 0

despatched 3071 489 739 131 498 408 5936 i,

9. Pcls recd over . Eg
counter 15 20 287 241 120 70 123 .

10.Pacls recd for re-directn .

in France. 15 131 325 166 190 99 886 .

11.Pcls recd for

return to A.B.P.0. S - 22 621 555 420 123 1753

12, No. pels recd for

delivery 353 627. 4542 2712 2070 4000 14849

13.N0.E.F.M. Cables 1R

despatched 16 22 49 96 o1 93 307 >

— O — . S S S . S S . . S . S — —— e — — — i — —— . — T S—
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G, Kog'd Lotters reo'd over
7. Rog'd Lettors res'd from othor mmmmmm,. 26
0 405'Q LOttors Dogpatohod. 863
0, Papools rootd over counter (clemm ptooe) 85
10, Parools reo'd for roe-dirootion in FRAGE, 34
3l Paroels reo'd for rotinm L0 AsBePyOalitidn 83

| 11
&mmmmm -

| E:M

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT006138



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

e e e O e o e S A — - L E X W F BN _F N _F ¥ § §F ¥ N _§ _¥F % B _J_J§ _§F 5 5§ § §E R _J L S N Bl R 1 BN N __JR T § KL N _J ettt X1

F.P.0,
D.W.b
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l. Total No. bags recd
at Railhead.

2.Total No. Inward
despatches

e Total EB- bags

despatched

4,Total No. outward
despatches

5. Cash Transactions

Postage Stamps sold

Postal Orders issued

Postal Orders paid

Remhitances

6.Regd letters recd
over counter

7.Regd letters recd

from other offices

8.Regd letters
despatched

9 Pels recd over
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